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Up to 8 tropical cyclones expected in PAR in the first half of 2026
By: Ariel Rojas

Between two to eight tropical cyclones may form within or enter the Philippine area of
responsibility during the first half of 2026, according to PAGASA.
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Philippine science backs Odette survivors’ claims in Shell case
By: Mavic Conde

Filipinos are no strangers to climate and environmental litigation.

BUSINESS WORLD

Manila urged to expand ASEAN chairship agenda beyond security
By: Adrian H. Halil

The Philippines should focus its agenda beyond traditional security issues, analysts said, as the
country assumes chairship of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) next year.
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IMF flags monetary policy risks from climate change
By: lan Nicolas P. Cigaral

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) warned that increasingly powerful typhoons, intensified
by climate change, could complicate monetary policymaking for the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas
(BSP).
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Government rolls out poultry livelihood to strengthen climate-resilient farming
By: Pamela Joyce Fumero

In a move to promote climate-resilient agricultural practices and strengthen livelihood
opportunities, the Department of Agrarian Reform (DAR) has reinforced its support to agrarian
reform communities in the coastal town of Sindangan, Zamboanga del Norte.
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Project NOAH to improve hazard maps
By: EJ Macababbad

Set to receive fresh and substantial funding from the government, the team behind Project
NOAH plans to enhance its hazard maps to include multiple flood analyses for improved
planning.
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Up to 8 tropical cyclones expected in PAR in the first half of 2026
By: Ariel Rojas

Between two to eight tropical cyclones may form within or enter the Philippine area of
responsibility during the first half of 2026, according to PAGASA.

The weather bureau forecasts zero or one storm each month from January to April and one or
two cyclones each in May and June.

A new set of tropical cyclone names will be used for the 2026 season:
* Ada

* Basyang

* Caloy

* Domeng

* Ester

* Francisco

* Gardo

ADVERTISEMENT

* Henry

* Inday

* Josie

* Kiyapo

* Luis

* Maymay

* Neneng
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* Obet

* Pilandok

* Queenie

* Rosal

» Samuel

* Tomas

* Umberto

* Venus

» Waldo

* Yayang

« Zeny

Ada, Francisco, Kiyapo, and Pilandok are the replacement names, respectively, for Agaton,
Florita, Karding, and Paeng, which were removed from the rotating list after causing too much

devastation in 2022.

Storm names are retired when there are at least 300 fatalities or one billion pesos damage in
agriculture and infrastructure.

Ada is the Cebuano word for fairy, Francisco is a common Filipino name, Kiyapo is a genus of
an aquatic plant, and Pilandok is the Philippine mouse deer.

The country had 23 tropical cyclones in 2025, with cumulative deaths of almost 350 and
damage totaling more than P32 billion, based on National Disaster Risk Reduction and
Management Council data.

CLIMATE OUTLOOK

According to PAGASA, the prevailing weak La Nifia will remain short-lived and may persist only
through the first quarter of 2026.

The equatorial Pacific Ocean is thereafter seen to transition to El Nifio-Southern Oscillation
(ENSO) neutral conditions - the absence of La Nifia and El Nifio.



In terms of rainfall, near to above-normal rainfall conditions are expected over many parts of the
country in January, except the western sections of Northern and Central Luzon where
below-normal rains are likely.

From February to April, near to above-normal precipitation is likely over Visayas and Mindanao
while most of Luzon may have below to way below normal rains.

The country will see near to above normal rainfall conditions in May and June.
Meanwhile, colder weather is expected across many parts of the country as the northeast
monsoon or Amihan season enters its peak.

Temperatures over the mountainous regions of Luzon may dip to 7.5°C in January and 9.2°C in
February. In Metro Manila, minimum temperatures of 17.4°C and 18.5°C, respectively, may be
expected in the first two months of the year.

As the country transitions into the warm and dry season, the mercury may hit 40°C in April, May,
and June in Northern Luzon.

April will be the hottest month in lowlands Luzon and Metro Manila, with peak temperatures
potentially reaching 40.5°C and 39.1°C, respectively.

In 2025, the lowest temperature recorded was 9.4°C in La Trinidad, Benguet on January 25
while the hottest was observed in Camiling, Tarlac at 39.9°C on April 21.
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Philippine science backs Odette survivors’ claims in Shell case
By: Mavic Conde

Filipinos are no strangers to climate and environmental litigation.

In Oposa vs Factoran (1993), the Supreme Court recognized the constitutional right to a
balanced ecology, giving children the right to sue on behalf of future generations. In 2015,
Greenpeace Southeast Asia vs Carbon Majors launched the world’s first national inquiry into
whether fossil fuel companies could be held accountable for human rights harms linked to
climate change.

The Odette case builds on that foundation and goes further. Survivors of Super Typhoon Odette
(Rai) are suing Shell directly in UK courts, armed with testimony, global climate science, and
legal precedent.

Philippine science itself strengthens survivors’ claims, as new research shows how climate
change and local geography intensified the destruction of what became the country’s second
costliest typhoon to date.

Philippine science as evidence

Filipino scientist Gerry Bagtasa’s October 2025 study offers local evidence of how Odette
intensified just before landfall, with its winds doubling in strength within 24 hours. He describes
this as an extreme case of rapid intensification, ranking in the upper 99.9th percentile of
Philippine typhoons.

His research shows that global climate change set the stage, making such extremes far more
likely, while atmospheric conditions — including moderate wind shear that helped organize
storm clouds — fueled Odette’s growth.

As the typhoon neared Mindanao, the island’s rugged terrain acted as a multiplier: reshaping
winds near the surface, pulling more air inward, and intensifying rainfall. Together, these factors
magnified the storm’s destructive power and complicated forecasts, underscoring how the
Philippines’ geography and climate can supercharge storms.

Bagtasa'’s earlier work with three other atmospheric scientists had already shown that Philippine
typhoons respond strongly to warming seas, producing heavier rains and stronger winds. That
pattern was cited in a June 2025 attribution study, which found that climate change doubled the
odds of Odette’s torrential rains and made its Category 5 winds 70 percent more likely.

This global study is among the scientific sources the case now draws on.
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When Odette struck in December 2021, families across Bohol and Mindanao lost homes,
livelihoods, and loved ones. “Odette took everything from me and my family,” said fish vendor
Trixy Elle, one of the plaintiffs.

Survivors’ voices are now central to this lawsuit that demands Shell be held accountable for
climate-driven harm.

Global significance

The lawsuit comes amid severe flooding across South and Southeast Asia, with more than
US$4 billion in losses this year from climate-intensified rainfall and environmental degradation.
The numbers on economic damages in Sumatra floodings are from Center and Law Studies.
According to InfluenceMap’s Carbon Majors database, Shell is historically responsible for 41
billion tons of CO2e (about 2.04% of global emissions), while the Philippines has contributed
only 0.2% yet ranks as the world’s most climate-vulnerable country in the 2025 World Risk
Report.

The International Court of Justice has confirmed that states must regulate businesses for
climate harms wherever they occur. And as the Climate Litigation Network’s December 2025
report highlights, a decade of climate lawsuits has already built a global legal architecture for
climate protection, influencing policy shifts from Australia to the UK.

Legal foundations

That global architecture is reinforced by UK precedents. In 2019, Zambian villagers were
allowed to sue a UK company for environmental damage abroad. In 2021, Nigerian
communities won the right to pursue claims against Shell in UK courts for oil pollution. These
rulings paved the way for Odette survivors to bring their case to Britain.

“This case is about holding Shell accountable to our Filipino clients for climate-driven harm,”
Greg Lascelles, Partner at Hausfeld in London, said in the GSCC statement.

Greenpeace Philippines Climate Campaigner Jefferson Chua added, “Filipino Odette survivors
are leaders in this fight for justice. Shell must pay and be held accountable for their role in
supercharging storms like Odette.” (RTS, RVO)

Disclosure: This article was corrected to attribute the direct sources given to GSCC, an
unbranded group amplifying insights from partner organizations. Correcting this oversight is
essential for maintaining clarity for readers.
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Manila urged to expand ASEAN chairship agenda beyond security
By: Adrian H. Halil

The Philippines should focus its agenda beyond traditional security issues, analysts said, as the
country assumes chairship of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) next year.

Climate change and the digital economy should be central to the Philippines’ agenda as these
could shape how Southeast Asia navigates its collective future, Josue Raphael J. Cortez, an
ASEAN Studies lecturer at the De La Salle-College of St. Benilde, said in a Facebook
Messenger chat.

Mr. Cortez added that the country’s upcoming chairship should address most of the “complex
challenges” that the region is confronting.

Hansley A. Juliano, a political science lecturer at Ateneo de Manila University, however, said the
regional bloc is not expected to change its focus next year.

“General agenda does not seem to shift much. The things we are discussing in ASEAN seem to
be consistent every year — only because the issues concerning us in the region also remain
unresolved,” he said in a Messenger chat.

The Philippines is set to host the ASEAN summit in 2026, following the official hand over by
Malaysia last month. The country assumed the post a year earlier than scheduled, in place of
Myanmar which won’t take over due to political unrest.

Manila is expected to put peace and stability matter high on its agenda next year, amid
increasing tension with China on the South China Sea and growing conflict between Thailand
and Cambodia.

According to Mr. Cortez, the country should take a stronger stance against conflict across
Southeast Asia.

“Conflicts have always been a part and parcel of our shared experiences, and given that some
of today’s tensions may potentially diminish the spirit of collective action and the regional order
and stability we have always subscribed to when the bloc was established,” Mr. Cortez said.

He added that Manila is expected to “generate bold ideas that can aid in mitigating and devising
pragmatic yet constructive pathways for coexistence between the involved parties.”

Southeast Asia has emerged as a flashpoint, with border clashes in Cambodia and Thailand,
Myanmar’s junta-led elections amid a humanitarian crisis, and intensifying disputes in the South
China Sea involving China and the Philippines among other claimant states.
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Mr. Juliano added it is in the country’s best interest to promote peace in mainland Southeast
Asia.

“Of course, the salient concern here is that these very countries are vulnerable to Chinese
influence due to the governance situation of the Mekong. We should have a proper response to
that, too,” he said.

He added that the government has become keen in platforming its agenda in the South China
Sea by consolidating allies in the region. He, however, noted the Philippines should take caution
in pushing for the completion of the South China Sea code of conduct (CoC).

“We should be cautious about the CoC because passage is contingent on neutralizing open
China allies and even if it should pass, it is not an automatic guarantee of ceasing hostilities,”
Mr. Juliano said.

Benilde’s Mr. Cortez said that the Philippines can lead in helming regional discussions on how
the South China Sea dispute can be handled collectively.

“‘With some of its neighbors, including Vietham and Brunei, also as state-claimants, the
Philippines’ perception can undoubtedly be the impetus for us to further realize the importance
of ensuring that these waters would not be subjected to full hegemonic control,” he added.

He said that Manila can exert pressure on member states to finalize a legally binding CoC for
the disputed waterway.

“It is necessary that ASEAN takes a collective stance on the matter, and Manila as a regional
negotiator may trailblaze all the trajectories we could pursue together,” he added.

The ASEAN and China agreed to craft a code of conduct in 2002, however, progress toward a
binding framework has been repeatedly delayed by legal, political and strategic differences.

China has increasingly expanded its presence in the disputed waterway despite a 2016 arbitral
ruling by a United Nations-backed tribunal that voided its sweeping claims, it has ignored the
decision.
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IMF flags monetary policy risks from climate change
By: lan Nicolas P. Cigaral

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) warned that increasingly powerful typhoons, intensified
by climate change, could complicate monetary policymaking for the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas
(BSP).

This would force the central bank to balance the need to support a disaster-stricken economy
against the risk of higher inflation from supply shocks, the fund said in a December 2025 paper
examining selected issues facing the Philippines.

The IMF said severe climate events carry significant implications for monetary policy because of
their effects on prices and economic output.

Vulnerable
The Philippines is situated within the Pacific Ring of Fire, a region vulnerable to volcanic
eruptions and earthquakes.

That said, the Washington-based institution noted that the country’s exposure to climate-related
shocks has already become an important consideration in the BSP’s efforts to meet its inflation
target.

“The growing frequency and intensity of climate-related disruptions suggests that these events
will increasingly challenge monetary policy in the years ahead,” the IMF said.

“While a single typhoon is unlikely to impact the macroeconomy in the Philippines, we show that
a year with multiple, consecutive and strong typhoons can become macro-critical by lowering
GDP (gross domestic product) and raising prices,” it added.

At its final policy meeting for the year, the Monetary Board this month slashed the overnight
borrowing rate, guiding bank lending costs by a quarter point to 4.5 percent, the lowest in more
than three years. This brought the cumulative reductions since the easing cycle started in
August last year to 2 percentage points.

Nearing the end of cycle

BSP Governor Eli Remolona Jr. said the central bank may be nearing the end of its rate-cutting
campaign, adding that this month’s action “may be the last cut.” But he said any further rate
easing next year—if they come at all—are likely to be limited to a single quarter-point cut.

The BSP was able to prioritize growth, which was hit by a widening corruption scandal, because

inflation remained benign despite the onslaught of late-season storms. Even so, Remolona
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previously flagged the impact of climate change on monetary policy, as the devastating storms
could cause supply problems that could stoke consumer price increases.

Looking ahead, the IMF said the BSP must weigh the tradeoff between anchoring inflation
expectations and supporting the postdisaster recovery.

“On balance, we find that a monetary policy reaction function that supports rebuilding while
maintaining credibility to keep expectations anchored is the most appropriate,” the Fund said.
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Government rolls out poultry livelihood to strengthen climate-resilient farming
By: Pamela Joyce Fumero

In a move to promote climate-resilient agricultural practices and strengthen livelihood
opportunities, the Department of Agrarian Reform (DAR) has reinforced its support to agrarian
reform communities in the coastal town of Sindangan, Zamboanga del Norte.

As part of its efforts to help beneficiaries adapt to climate change by reducing farm vulnerability
to climate-related risks, DAR—Zamboanga del Norte recently turned over 190 ready-to-lay
chickens to an Agrarian Reform Beneficiary Organization (ARBO) in Barangay Joaquin Macias.

The turnover was formalized through the signing of a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA)
between DAR-Zamboanga del Norte and the ARBO, witnessed by Sindangan Municipal Mayor
Glona G. Labadlabad, Barangay Joaquin Macias Chairperson Bernardino Dinoy, and ARBO
Chairperson Telesforo Sayre.

Daisy Dell Suan Digamon, Provincial Agrarian Reform Program Officer, said the intervention is
expected to help improve the economic condition of agrarian reform beneficiaries in the area.

| sincerely believe this initiative will help reduce poverty and empower our agrarian reform
beneficiaries to become more self-sufficient,” Digamon said.

The livelihood support was implemented under the Climate-Resilient Farm Productivity Support
Project (CRFPSP), which provides essential farm inputs and resources, including livestock, to
boost farm productivity, increase income, and enhance economic stability through sustainable
farming practices.

With proper management and unity within the cooperative, we hope this poultry livelihood will
grow and open more opportunities for our farmers,” Digamon concluded.
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Project NOAH to improve hazard maps
By: EJ Macababbad

Set to receive fresh and substantial funding from the government, the team behind Project
NOAH plans to enhance its hazard maps to include multiple flood analyses for improved
planning.

The bicameral conference committee earmarked P1 billion for Project NOAH, which stands for
Nationwide Operational Assessment of Hazards, sourced from the P255-billion cut in the budget
of the Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH).

The funding is placed under the University of the Philippines Resilience Institute (UPRI), which
absorbed the project in June 2017.

House appropriations committee chair Rep. Mikaela Suansing said the UPRI will work closely
with the DPWH to “refine” ways of designing and monitoring flood control projects.

The government’s newly launched flood mitigation program, Oplan Kontra Baha, will be guided
by studies from Project NOAH to identify areas outside Metro Manila that also need flood control
measures.

UPRI executive director Mahar Lagmay said that besides lending expertise for Oplan Kontra
Baha, the P1 billion will fund overdue updates for its vaunted hazard maps, which currently only

use 30 years of rainfall data from the state weather bureau.

The maps do not show flood, landslide and storm surge hazard levels when cyclones deliver a
25-, 50- or 100-year flood return.

Current floodwaters in Metro Manila already have a 100-year return period, which, in the past,
would have only occurred once in a century.

This is evident in cyclones such as Typhoon Carina in 2024 and Typhoon Ulysses in 2020, as
well as the onslaught of the southwest monsoon in 2012 and 2018, as seen by the Marikina

River rising by double digits, equivalent to a three-story building.

By incorporating multiple scenarios into hazard maps, the government can be better prepared
and informed for future cyclones.

“You can anticipate more and you won’t underestimate the disaster,” Lagmay said.
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“You have a legal basis for budgeting in the government because you know the risk that’s
involved... you incorporate climate projections and you have risk-based decision frameworks,”
he added.

Public Works Secretary Vince Dizon admitted in October that many existing flood control
projects were ill-planned and exacerbated flooding instead of reducing it.

Since the 2018 General Appropriations Act, the government is mandated under the law’s
general provisions to subject all national projects to multi-scenario, probabilistic analysis, with
the Climate Change Commission (CCC) coordinating with agencies on risk assessment and
climate change adaptation and mitigation planning.

UPRI provides data and technical support to the CCC on science-based risk and vulnerability
assessments and disaster risk management.

Flood works built before the corruption scandal erupted are only capable of handling
floodwaters with a 25-year return period, which Lagmay considers “not worth the investment.”

“What we’re currently using to plan communities is exactly the opposite: they are single-scenario
deterministic susceptibility maps,” the UPRI chief said. “With a multi-scenario analysis, you
know what to expect.”

Negros Occidental Rep. Javi Benitez said over 2.5 million Filipinos access Project NOAH’s
hazard maps on its website during peak times daily.

Making do
with a small budget

Lagmay handled six of the 19 components under Project NOAH: ClimateX, Hydromet Sensors
Development, Disaster Risk and Exposure Assessment for Mitigation, Storm Surge Inundation
Mapping and WebGIS Disaster Management.

Together, they cost up to P400 million of Project NOAH’s total P6.4-billion funding over five
years under the Department of Science and Technology (DOST).

Since the project’s transfer to UP, it has operated with just an annual budget of P36 million,
according to Suansing.

Lagmay said in September that since the transfer, Project NOAH’s endeavors have mostly been
local, with partners here and abroad providing funding.

‘It would be preferable to restore our nationwide operations because what we do is vital for

communities planning for hazards and climate change impacts,” he told The STAR'’s “Truth on
the Line.”
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Just 60 percent of the hazard maps were completed when the DOST pulled the plug in February
2017.

Lagmay said the fresh funds from next year’s budget will enable Project NOAH to acquire new
technologies, which will benefit more people as the country faces constant disaster threats.

=END=
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