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Science-based approach, accountability vital in addressing climate crisis, journalists say
Newly discovered PHL pitcher plant in danger from climate change, poaching

Newly discovered Philippine pitcher plant already in danger from climate change,
poaching

Filipinos take Shell to UK court

[Opinion] 2025 exposed climate governance as flooded in ‘business as usual’

CCC IN THE NEWS:

e Localize climate adaptation plan gets support
e Women, youth climate change champions honored at Philippine Resilience Awards 2025
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Science-based approach, accountability vital in addressing climate crisis, journalists say
By: Mary Rose Maligmat

Journalists and educators reflected on reportage on the country’s gut issues, such as the
climate crisis, in this year’s Journalism Studies Association of the Philippines (JSAP) National
Conference on December 9.

BUSINESS MIRROR

Newly discovered PHL pitcher plant in danger from climate change, poaching

Philippine scientists and an Australian expert have just confirmed a the presence of new
species of pitcher plant found only on Palawan Island. However, they that it is already at risk of
extinction due to frequent severe weather conditions and human encroachment.

JOURNAL ONLINE

Newly discovered Philippine pitcher plant already in danger from climate change,
poaching

Philippine scientists and an Australian expert have just confirmed a new species of pitcher plant
found only on Palawan Island, but warn that it is already at risk of extinction due to frequent
severe weather conditions and human encroachment.
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Filipinos take Shell to UK court
By: lya Gozum

Over 100 survivors of Typhoon Odette from Bohol and Cebu sued oil firm Shell at the Royal
Courts of Justice in London for the loss and damage they said they endured.

[Opinion] 2025 exposed climate governance as flooded in ‘business as usual’
By: John Leo C. Algo

It was too good to be true.
The year 2025 was supposed to be the most critical year of climate action in history. After the
previous 12 months that convinced Filipinos that the climate crisis is a daily reality instead of
being seasonal, the government needed to really step up and show the kind of leadership that a
vulnerable nation truly needs.

CCC IN THE NEWS:
DAILY TRIBUNE
Localize climate adaptation plan gets support

In a historic step toward accelerating on-the-ground climate action, the higher education sector,
local government units (LGUs), and key government agencies formalized a collective pledge to
support the localization of the National Adaptation Plan (NAP) 2023 to 2050.

THE MANILA TIMES

Women h clim han hampions honor Philippine Resilience Awards 202

The Philippine Resilience Awards (PRA) shines a spotlight on climate champions by recognizing
the brilliant women and youth whose initiatives create meaningful impact in their communities.
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Science-based approach. accountability vital in addressing climate crisis. journalists say
By: Mary Rose Maligmat

Journalists and educators reflected on reportage on the country’s gut issues, such as the
climate crisis, in this year’s Journalism Studies Association of the Philippines (JSAP) National
Conference on December 9.

The United Nation’s Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) established in 2015 took center
stage in the conference, tackling the plight of the Filipinos amid prevailing systemic issues.
Among the 17 goals are Climate Action (SDG 13), Zero Hunger (SDG 2), and Peace, Justice
and Strong Institutions (SDG 16).

The climate crisis was highlighted in the discourse as 2030, the projected deadline for achieving
the SDGs, approaches.

The Philippines is currently dealing with a massive flood control project scandal that has
enraged citizens.

The country is among the most disaster prone in the world, bearing the brunt of the climate
crisis with intensified typhoons and frequent flooding — submerging localities and costing lives.

TV5 anchor Jiggy Manicad recalled how Supertyphoon Yolanda in 2013 proved to him that the
country faces food insecurity and is not yet ready to handle the effects of climate change.

Manicad said that the Philippines has become reliant on importation — local rice production is
insufficient, galunggong is often sourced from China, and beef is imported from Japan and the
United States.

He emphasized that the country needs “to have a clear-cut program, step-by-step,
science-based food production distribution.”

“We have technologies pero hindi maximized. UP [Los Bafos] has all the technology in the
world. Katabi pa niya ‘yong International Rice Research Institute (IRRI),” he said, referring to the
institute’s International Rice Genebank (IRG).

Home to the world’s largest collection of rice genetic diversity, the IRG preserves at least
132,000 rice seed samples in IRRI’'s Los Bafios headquarters. Over 7,000 rice samples were
deposited to Norway’s Svalbard Global Seed Vault in 2024.

“‘Kumbaga, ‘pag nagunaw ‘yong mundo at natira ‘yong Norway, mayroong itatanim. Mayroon
tayong contribution doon,” Manicad remarked.
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As climate change can devastate sources of food, it is inevitable that hunger may drive crime,
just like several instances of looting in Tacloban City in the aftermath of Yolanda.

Amid the looting, there were some who took food and supplies from a supermarket and left a
note listing the acquired items and a promise to pay in time.

Manicad said people eventually paid as they recovered.

Another homegrown technology he cited is Project NOAH, a program currently run by the
University of the Philippines that predicts areas with potential flooding and landslides — crucial in
disaster risk reduction.

Manicad pointed to the lack of a science-based approach in policies. Instead, it is ayuda culture
that prevails.

Pia Ranada, Rappler's Community Lead, dubbed the SDGs a fancy term for "gut issues." As
Filipinos long aired their sentiments against the notion of resilience, Ranada sees that it is
impossible without accountability.

“Yong totoong resilience, hindi ‘yong resilience na by forcing people to put up with unimaginable
suffering... We believe resilience is when institutions are working for people and people can hold
them accountable for that,” she added, describing corruption as an open secret.

After President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. declared a probe on the flood control corruption, she
shared that citizens were “less fearful of reprisal” from sending tips to journalists regarding
dubious projects in their localities. This aided investigative reporters and significantly contributed
to independent journalism.

“Watchdog journalism and civic engagement work is expensive and time-consuming,” Ranada
said, stressing that collaborations with people and institutions make good governance,
transparency, and accountability possible.

NEED FOR SDG REPORTING

Amid the climate crisis, Conrado Generoso, chief of staff of the Presidential Communications
Office (PCO), reminded journalists and students that all stories are better told with a human face

and through the lens that looks at the dire conditions on the ground.

However, Generoso admitted that SDG reporting has been sporadic and event-based. He
emphasized the need for reporters specializing in SDG reporting.

Manila Standard Managing Editor Joyce Pafiares seconded this.



“In fact, 80% of Southeast Asian newsrooms... said climate change is a priority. Pero kasing
dami din ang umamin na wala silang climate section,” Pafares presented.

She also shared reporters’ struggle to explain a public health crisis during the COVID-19
pandemic given that not all have a science background.

Panares said that lifestyle reporting can be an effective way to convey complex issues to
readers through tangible and everyday trends, alongside finding appropriate experts and
localizing the story.

“The enormity of the problem, it tends to give us a feeling of helplessness. Kasi hindi natin alam
yung facts,” Ranada earlier remarked.

Themed “Journalism for a Sustainable Future: Reporting the SDGs, Uncovering the
Challenges,” the conference was held at the Polytechnic University of the Philippines, attended
by students from PUP, University of the Philippines, and University of Sto. Tomas.
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Newly discovered PHL pitcher plant in danger from climate change, poaching

Philippine scientists and an Australian expert have just confirmed a the presence of new
species of pitcher plant found only on Palawan Island. However, they that it is already at risk of
extinction due to frequent severe weather conditions and human encroachment.

A carnivorous vine that uses cup-shaped pitchers to trap insects, Nepenthes megastoma—from
Greek for “large mouth—is found in only three locations in the steep and rocky karst terrain of
the Puerto Princesa Subterranean River National Park, according to Danika Geronimo of
Ateneo de Manila University Research Communications.

‘It's amazing that these plants have evolved to survive in such difficult and inaccessible
conditions. And vyet, despite their hardiness, their existence is threatened by human
activity—directly by way of encroachment and poaching, and indirectly through the effects of
anthropogenic [environmental change caused or influenced by people] climate change,” said
researcher John Charles Altomonte.

Well adapted to steep cliffs

The few areas where N. megastoma grows are so difficult to reach that the plant could only be
properly documented using drones and long-range cameras.

Ecologists first spotted them in 2013, but initially thought they were an already known species,
N. campanulata, from nearby Borneo.

Only after detailed fieldwork, drone surveys, and close study were the researchers able to
confirm the plant to be a previously unknown Philippine species.

N. megastoma is well adapted to surviving on steep cliff sides, with upward-pointing female
flowers that facilitate vertical pollination and a fuzzy coating that helps collect rainwater.

The shape of the plant’s pitchers also seems to vary based on the seasons, transitioning
between a wider, flared form and a slimmer, elongated form—an adaptation that may help with
water retention, according to the researchers.

Precarious survival, dwindling numbers
Yet despite these remarkable adaptations, the researchers estimate that there are only some 19

mature clumps with about 12 nonflowering plants, making the species’ survival highly
precarious.
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They warn that this already extremely limited population is highly vulnerable to threats like
typhoons, drought, poaching, and deforestation in surrounding areas due to human activities
and settlements.

With fewer than 50 individual mature specimens known, the plant is classified as Critically
Endangered per International Union for Conservation of Nature guidelines.

This number is likely to decline even further, owing to “increasing frequency and severity of
extreme weather events, particularly droughts and typhoons, as well as poaching,” the scientists
warn in their paper.

lllegally harvested specimens are already being sold in Metro Manila.

The imminent danger to N. megastoma’s survival despite its ability to adapt to a harsh cliffside
environment underscores anew both the richness and fragility of Philippine biodiversity.

Altomonte, John Paul R. Collantes, Vernaluz Mangussad, Rene Alfred Anton Bustamante, and
Alastair S. Robinson published their study, “Nepenthes megastoma (Nepenthaceae), a
micro-endemic pitcher plant from Puerto Princesa Subterranean River National Park, Palawan,
Philippines,” in November 2025 in the international journal, Phytotaxa.
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Newly discovered Philippine pitcher plant already in danger from climate change.
poaching

Philippine scientists and an Australian expert have just confirmed a new species of pitcher plant
found only on Palawan Island, but warn that it is already at risk of extinction due to frequent
severe weather conditions and human encroachment.

A carnivorous vine that uses cup-shaped pitchers to trap insects, Nepenthes megastoma—from
the Greek for “large mouth™—is found in only three locations in the steep and rocky karst terrain
of the Puerto Princesa Subterranean River National Park.

‘It's amazing that these plants have evolved to survive in such difficult and inaccessible
conditions. And vyet, despite their hardiness, their existence is threatened by human
activity—directly by way of encroachment and poaching, and indirectly through the effects of
anthropogenic climate change,” said researcher John Charles Altomonte.

Well adapted to steep cliffs

The few areas where N. megastoma grows are so difficult to reach that the plant could only be
properly documented using drones and long-range cameras. Ecologists first spotted them in
2013, but initially thought they were an already known species, N. campanulata, from nearby
Borneo. Only after detailed fieldwork, drone surveys, and close study were the researchers able
to confirm the plant to be a previously unknown Philippine species.

N. megastoma is well adapted to surviving on steep cliff sides, with upward-pointing female
flowers that facilitate vertical pollination and a fuzzy coating that helps collect rainwater. The
shape of the plant’s pitchers also seems to vary based on the seasons, transitioning between a
wider, flared form and a slimmer, elongated form—an adaptation that may help with water
retention, according to the researchers.

Precarious survival, dwindling numbers

Yet despite these remarkable adaptations, the researchers estimate that there are only some 19
mature clumps with about 12 non-flowering plants, making the species’ survival highly
precarious. They warn that this already extremely limited population is highly vulnerable to
threats like typhoons, drought, poaching, and deforestation in surrounding areas due to human
activities and settlements.

With fewer than 50 individual mature specimens known, the plant is classified as Critically
Endangered per International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) guidelines. This number
is likely to decline even further, owing to “increasing frequency and severity of extreme weather


https://journal.com.ph/newly-discovered-philippine-pitcher-plant-already-in-danger-from-climate-change-poaching/#goog_rewarded
https://journal.com.ph/newly-discovered-philippine-pitcher-plant-already-in-danger-from-climate-change-poaching/#goog_rewarded

events, particularly droughts and typhoons, as well as poaching,” the scientists warn in their
paper. lllegally harvested specimens are already being sold in Metro Manila.

The imminent danger to N. megastoma’s survival despite its ability to adapt to a harsh cliffside
environment underscores anew both the richness and fragility of Philippine biodiversity.

John Charles A. Altomonte, John Paul R. Collantes, Vernaluz Mangussad, Rene Alfred Anton
Bustamante, and Alastair S. Robinson published their study, Nepenthes megastoma
(Nepenthaceae), a micro-endemic pitcher plant from Puerto Princesa Subterranean River
National Park, Palawan, Philippines, in November 2025 in the international journal, Phytotaxa.
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Filipinos take Shell to UK court
By: lya Gozum

Over 100 survivors of Typhoon Odette from Bohol and Cebu sued oil firm Shell at the Royal
Courts of Justice in London for the loss and damage they said they endured.

Aaron Pedrosa, head of the legal team at the Philippine Movement for Climate Justice (PMCJ),
told Rappler going to communities and coordinating with British legal teams took two years. The
case hinged on Philippine law and the Commission on Human Rights’ landmark report. It was
filed at the Royal Courts of Justice in London by British firm Hausfeld.

Some claimants who were supposed to be present during the filing in London did not make it
because of visa problems, said Pedrosa. PMCJ and Greenpeace Philippines are the two groups
who helped the Filipino claimants.

“This would probably be, according to our British counterparts, a long-drawn litigation simply
because we are up against a giant,” Pedrosa told Rappler in an interview. “But we made the
historic first step of filing or pursuing them before their own courts.”

Rappler’s climate reporter lya Gozum gives a rundown of the case — now called by

campaigners as the ‘Odette Case’ — and what this means for communities demanding stronger
climate action from governments and corporations.
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[Opinion] 2025 exposed climate governance as flooded in ‘business as usual’
By: John Leo C. Algo

It was too good to be true.

The year 2025 was supposed to be the most critical year of climate action in history. After the
previous 12 months that convinced Filipinos that the climate crisis is a daily reality instead of
being seasonal, the government needed to really step up and show the kind of leadership that a
vulnerable nation truly needs.

This year also marked the 10th anniversary of the Paris climate agreement and the halfway
point of the decade toward achieving the United Nations (UN) Sustainable Development Goals.
The intensification of global warming and shortcomings in attaining our own economic targets
only made every action taken more significant. (READ: Where are we now on the Paris
Agreement, a decade after it was adopted?)

Heading into this year, there were so many policies to be crafted, strategies to be updated, and
milestones to be hit. As it played out, ambition was not translated into enough action. And we all
know why.

‘Filipino time’

Unknown to many Filipinos, a lot of our climate plans, which would ultimately shape their lives,
livelihoods, and futures, were attempted to be created or updated in 2025. But as is known to all
Filipinos, the figurative procession was too long, so it did not reach the church.

Many of these were initially intended to be finished by November, in time to be presented during
the 30th UN climate negotiations (COP30) in Brazil. This was an ideal platform for the country to
showcase its innovative practices, bankable projects, and strong policymaking initiative to the
world.

These included updating the Nationally Determined Contribution, or the country’s commitment to
reducing its climate pollution; the framework for a nationwide just transition to a low-emissions
economy; and the approach to establishing domestic carbon markets and aligning with global
ones.

Yet none of these were finalized by COP30 as expectations were once again overwhelmed by
the usual issues in governance. We have heard many reasons for the delays: the lack of
capacity to conduct the work that resulted in the involvement of development banks and UN
agencies, revisions of calculated targets, high-level officials not yet giving their signatures, and
so on.

The government now conveniently frames some of these delayed milestones to be launched
instead in 2026 as the Philippines chairs ASEAN. Yet as the criticality for climate action
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increases, so does the imperative to get the details right and avoid counterproductive outcomes.
The balancing act of urgency and diligence does not get any easier, which makes the delays
understandable — but only to an extent.

Not when some agencies mislead the public to satisfy some agenda. Not when anyone not part
of the government is only consulted instead of being treated as co-designers or
co-implementors of climate solutions, unless they have wealth or brand recognition.

For the culture of Philippine governance filled with bold pronouncements and the framing of
making history, what Filipinos need now is a grounded, inclusive approach to address complex
problems of the present and genuinely responding to both immediate and long-term needs of
the most vulnerable communities.

Instead, we have seen with our own eyes just how out of touch many in the government really
are. Just look at 2026’s potential national budget.

Business as usual

This year began with the current administration supposedly allotting more than P1 trillion from
the national budget for climate action, more than twice from 2024. It was presented as a
response to a 2024 that saw the Philippines be battered by almost every climate extreme —
from heatwaves to typhoons in succession.

Yet the truth is this “climate budget” is not as aligned with our own national priorities in
responding to this crisis. AlImost 90% of this went to physical infrastructure projects, including
flood control projects, instead of a higher allocation for protecting and restoring forests and other
ecosystems that continue to be damaged, partially as the government caters to the whims of big
businesses here and abroad.

The “climate budget” is also tainted by corruption in many of these flood control projects, an
issue that many have forgotten was already being scrutinized before this year. 2025 is almost
over, yet there remains limited progress in the investigations.

So far, the only notable effects of all the exposés, finger-pointing, and name-shaming are a
slight decrease in the 2026 flood control budget, a decline in the trust ratings of the President,
bits of progress in transparency, and revealing fractures within the anti-corruption movement.

The proposed 2026 budget remains largely as climate-aligned only in name as the previous
one, but Congress seems intent to pass it anyway. On that note, the bill enabling the Philippines
to host the Loss and Damage Fund Board aside, how many genuine climate-related bills has
the Senate passed in the past three years?

Translation: For all the talk about not being business as usual anymore in addressing the
climate crisis, corruption, or almost any issue, not much has really changed.
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When will we have a government that prioritizes preventing empty stomachs instead of fulfilling
the appetites of investors?

When will we have high-level officials who will stop dodging civil society and community leaders
like they are not worth even talking to?

When will we have leaders that will enact reforms to genuinely build a better nation, instead of
only doing them for political survival?

It took extreme rain and flooding, signs of the wrath of a nature scorned by pollution and greed,
to turn the inconvenient into the undeniable. What 2025 has shown us is that no matter how
much corruption and incompetence want to hide behind the misguided notion of development,
the reality of the climate crisis will always expose the truth right in front of us.

No matter how hard the elite try to own our environment, nature will always remind them of their
place in this world. Unfortunately, those reminders come in the form of extremes that

disproportionately affect the marginalized.

Whether abroad or in our own country, climate injustice remains. We have been reminded. We
have been warned. The truth is right in front of us. But when will we learn?
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CCC IN THE NEWS:

DAILY TRIBUNE

Localize climate adaptation plan gets support

In a historic step toward accelerating on-the-ground climate action, the higher education sector,
local government units (LGUs), and key government agencies formalized a collective pledge to
support the localization of the National Adaptation Plan (NAP) 2023 to 2050.

A “Commitment to Action” was signed by officials and representatives from the Climate Change
Commission (CCC), Department of the Interior and Local Government-Local Government
Academy (DILG-LGA), the Commission on Higher Education (CHEd), and the Philippine
Association of State Universities and Colleges (PASUC).

The pledge aims to strengthen collaboration among LGUs, state universities and colleges
(SUCs), and national government agencies to more effectively implement the NAP at the local
level. This is the country’s primary strategy for building resilience and reducing vulnerability to
the impacts of climate change.

Under the pledge, academic institutions committed to fully harness the potential of SUCs as
centers of local knowledge, technology, and innovation, to provide LGUs with science-based
data and tools for context-specific adaptation solutions.

The agencies and SUCs further pledged to work together to train and support local
governments in conducting climate risk assessments, managing greenhouse gas inventories,
and mainstreaming the NAP into their local development and land use plans.

“Through knowledge sharing and collaboration, we can help nurture future world-class climate
leaders, actors, and even future IPCC authors — individuals equipped to drive solutions at
every level,” said Senator Loren Legarda.

As support from national agencies, the CCC, DILG-LGA and CHEd committed to assisting both
SUCs and LGUs in formulating and implementing effective Local Climate Change Action Plans,
and to ensure that projects and programs are evidence-based and risk-informed.

The Commitment to Action was signed during the Knowledge Exchange Forum (KEF), which
was attended by presidents of SUCs and representatives from national agencies.

The Forum, with the theme “From Knowledge to Action: Championing the Role of the State
Universities and Colleges for Accelerated Climate Action,” highlighted the critical role of state
universities and colleges as “local knowledge hubs” that will link science, policy, and
on-the-ground action. Through their research, training, and extension services, they will serve
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as partners of local governments in shaping climate solutions based on indigenous knowledge
and community needs.

Coinciding with the signing, a formal coordination platform was also launched to enable more
systematic linkages among LGUs, leagues of local officials, SUCs, and regional development
councils for faster local NAP implementation.

“This signing is a clear and firm signal of our collective dedication to lay down the necessary
foundations so that every community in the Philippines becomes prepared and resilient to a
changing climate,” stated CCC vice chair and executive director Robert E.A. Borje. “By linking
the knowledge of our universities with the actions of our local governments, we will undoubtedly
accelerate the achievement of a climate-resilient future for all Filipinos.”Filipino Cultural
Products

The KEF was part of the celebration of the 18th Global Warming and Climate Change
Consciousness Week in accordance with Presidential Proclamation No. 1667, s. 2008.
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Women. vouth climate change champions honored at Philippine Resilience Awards 2025

The Philippine Resilience Awards (PRA) shines a spotlight on climate champions by recognizing
the brilliant women and youth whose initiatives create meaningful impact in their communities.

Under this year’s theme, “Kababaihan at Kabataan: Katuwang sa Paghahabi ng Isang Matatag
na Bayan,” the awards celebrate individuals who advance climate action and help build a
disaster-resilient Philippines.

Initiated by Sen. Loren Legarda in 2023, PRA is supported by the Climate Change Commission,
the Philippine Commission on Women, the National Resilience Council, SM Prime, Women’s
International Network on DRR, and Arise Philippines.

Edren Llanillo, a resident of Bugallon, Pangasinan, for his advocacy, the Go Bike Project, was
honored at PRA 2024.

Now in its second year, PRA continues to honor modern day heroes equipped with an intimate
understanding of their community, where resilience is embedded in culture and actions.

The 2025 PRA awardees include Renebelita Fuentebella from Valenzuela City, co-founder of
Damit Dignidad Pilipinas, together with her husband, Victor Fuentebella; Jenelyn Salimbagat,
director at the National University of Manila, who expanded the reach of their National Service
Training Program or NSTP by developing the Family Emergency and Disaster Preparedness
Plan.

On a national level, Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) Undersecretary
Diana Rose Cajipe was awarded for her and her team’s Buong Bansa Handa Program.

Five youth champions were also recognized: Quezon City Kagawad Raymart Garcia for the
Reskyusi Food Basket; National Youth Council member Shri Tahanie Macaumbao for Green by
Design in Marawi City; Val Amiel Vestil for “Kwentong Kalikasan”; Cebu Technological University
student Peter John Enorio for his Subang Environmental Initiatives; and Mindoro State
University instructor Christian Hernandez for Project Moses or Monitoring and Observation of
Site-specific E-weather Station.

=END=
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