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DOLE reminds Western Visayas firms of 13th-month pay rules
MPIC links up with disaster planning body to head off future climate risks
First Lady Eyes Clean, Sustainable Pasig River Esplanade For ASEAN 2026
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e CCC, GGGI renew partnership for PH climate resilience

e Marcos: Climate action is everyone’s duty

e PIDS supports Low-Carbon Economy Act for climate resilience

e PLDT, Smart detail climate action plans to bolster Philippines’ resilience
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DOLE reminds Western Visayas firms of 13th-month pay rules

The Department of Labor and Employment (DOLE) Regional Office 6 has reminded private
sector employers across Western Visayas to ensure the timely release of employees’
13th-month pay on or before December 24, 2025, in accordance with Presidential Decree 851
and the Labor Code of the Philippines.

MALAYA BUSINESS INSIGHT

MPIC links up with disaster planning body to head off future climate risks
By: Ruelle Castro

Metro Pacific Investments Corp. (MPIC) recently signed an agreement with the Philippine
Academic Society for Climate and Disaster Resilience (PASCDR) for a risk and impact
assessment collaboration that would strengthen its resilience against climate-related hazards.
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First Lady Eyes Clean, Sustainable Pasig River Esplanade For ASEAN 2026

First Lady Liza Araneta-Marcos has inspected the Pasig River Esplanade as part of
preparations for the Philippines’ hosting of the 2026 Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) Chairship.
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CCC. GGGI renew partnership for PH climate resilience

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) has renewed its partnership with the Global Green
Growth Institute (GGGI) through a signed Memorandum of Understanding (MOU), reaffirming a
shared commitment to advance climate resilience and promote green growth in the Philippines.
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Marcos: Climate action is everyone’s duty

President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. took the spotlight at the 2025 Solidarity Night, the grand
finale of the 18th Global Warming and Climate Change Consciousness Week, with a message
that cut straight to the heart of the nation’s climate challenge. He emphasized that addressing
climate change is not just about policies or programs — it's about protecting the land,
safeguarding communities, and ensuring a future where every Filipino can thrive.
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PIDS supports Low-Carbon Economy Act for climate resilience
By: Ricardo M. Austria

State-run policy think tank Philippine Institute for Development Studies (PIDS) is backing the
Low-Carbon Economy Act, calling the country’s shift toward a low-carbon economy a crucial
step for climate resilience and sustainable development.

MANILA STANDARD

PLDT, Smart detail climate action plans to bolster Philippines’ resilience

PLDT Inc. and its wireless unit Smart Communications Inc. have affirmed their commitment to
national climate change strategies, outlining plans to strengthen infrastructure, transition to
renewable energy and promote a just transition for their workforce.
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DOLE reminds Western Visayas firms of 13th-month pay rules

The Department of Labor and Employment (DOLE) Regional Office 6 has reminded private
sector employers across Western Visayas to ensure the timely release of employees’
13th-month pay on or before December 24, 2025, in accordance with Presidential Decree 851
and the Labor Code of the Philippines.

The reminder is reiterated in Labor Advisory No. 16, series of 2025, which Labor and
Employment Secretary Bienvenido E. Laguesma issued to guide employers on the proper
computation and payment of the mandatory benefit.

Regional Director Atty. Sixto T. Rodriguez Jr. emphasized that all rank-and-file employees are
entitled to the benefit, regardless of their position, employment status, or wage payment
method, provided they have worked for at least one month during the calendar year.

Employers are mandated to grant the 13th-month pay, which must be no less than one-twelfth
(1/12) of an employee’s total basic salary earned within the calendar year as a mandatory
benefit.

Under existing rules, private sector employees entitled to the benefit include piece-rate workers,
employees who receive a fixed or guaranteed wage plus commission, workers with multiple
employers, and those who resigned, were terminated, or went on maternity leave but earned
wages during the year.

Employees who received salary differentials are also covered by the benefit.

Employers may release the 13th-month pay in two installments, with the first paid mid-year and
the second in December, as long as the full amount is released on or before December 24.

Atty. Rodriguez reminded employers that the timely release of mandatory benefits is not only a
legal obligation but also a reflection of responsible business practices.

He added that DOLE Region 6 is committed to assisting both employers and employees to
ensure smooth and lawful compliance with the requirement.
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MPIC links up with disaster planning body to head off future climate risks
By: Ruelle Castro

Metro Pacific Investments Corp. (MPIC) recently signed an agreement with the Philippine
Academic Society for Climate and Disaster Resilience (PASCDR) for a risk and impact
assessment collaboration that would strengthen its resilience against climate-related hazards.

In a statement last Friday, the conglomerate said the assessment will cover 50 sites across
Metro Manila, including assets of Metro Pacific Tollways Corp. (MPTC), Maynilad Water
Services, Manila Electric Company (Meralco), and Light Rail Manila Corp. (LRMC), to help
identify “current and future risks by understanding hazards and their potential impacts, allowing
better planning and decision-making.”

“The objective is to study possible dangers (like floods, storms, landslides, or earthquakes),
collect data about climate and past hazards, use models to predict how these hazards might
occur, map where the risks are now and in the future as the climate changes, and understand
what damage, or impact they could cause,” the company said in an email to Malaya.

The company noted that the MPIC assets “form the backbone of essential services—power,
water, transport, and toll roads—that millions depend on daily.”

Under the agreement, PASCDR, in partnership with the UP Resilience Institute, will lead a
comprehensive hazard assessment, which includes gathering climate and hazard data, simulate
hydrometeorological and geological hazards, and map risks under both current and future
climate scenarios, and assess and analyze potential impacts.

“This scientific approach will enable MPIC to identify and prioritize hazards that pose the
greatest risk to its assets, and make informed decisions for mitigation and overall resilience,” it
said.

Chaye Cabal-Revilla, MPIC’s executive vice president (EVP) and chief finance, risk, and
sustainability officer, said the assessment is critical for MPIC.

“Through rigorous climate risk assessment, we can better understand our vulnerabilities,
quantify potential impacts, and fortify our infrastructure assets, ensuring that we continue to
deliver the essential services to the millions of Filipinos who rely on us every day,” she
explained.

“We are going to do impact-based assessments of your facilities, looking at vulnerability curves
and damage ratios to understand possible impacts on your investments. It won'’t just be floods;
we will look into other hazards, including earthquakes. This will help keep your business
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sustainable and allow you to prepare in advance,” said Alfredo Mahar Lagmay, UP Resilience
Institute executive director.

The Philippine Academic Society for Climate and Disaster Resilience (PASCDR), Inc. is a
national network of academic experts dedicated to advancing disaster risk reduction (DRR) and
climate change resilience across the Philippines.

Formally launched in November 2019 through the support of its Secretariat, the UP Resilience
Institute, PASCDR brings together scholars and practitioners from top universities, government
agencies, non-government organizations, and the private sector.

Its primary goal is to promote research, collaboration, and action towards building safer, more
resilient communities and schools in the face of both natural and human-induced hazards.
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First Lady Eves Clean, Sustainable Pasig River Esplanade For ASEAN 2026

First Lady Liza Araneta-Marcos has inspected the Pasig River Esplanade as part of
preparations for the Philippines’ hosting of the 2026 Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) Chairship.

In a Facebook post on Wednesday, Araneta-Marcos said the visit aimed to make the area
cleaner, more sanitary and more welcoming for the more than 10,000 people who pass through

the esplanade daily.

“The Pasig River is here to stay — and so is our responsibility to care for it. Together, we can
make it cleaner, safer and more sustainable for generations to come,” she said.

She said uniform vendor booths will replace scattered tents to improve order and cleanliness in
the area.

Each booth will be equipped with proper amenities such as sinks, mini refrigerators and
microwaves to ensure sanitary conditions and dignified workspaces for vendors.

Araneta-Marcos also announced the launch of a “Clean As You Go” program to encourage the
public to reduce, reuse and recycle waste.

She emphasized the importance of shared responsibility in caring for the Pasig River.

Araneta-Marcos said the improvements at the Pasig River Esplanade are expected to be
completed by late January.

As part of the country’s preparations for ASEAN 2026, she also visited the Coconut Palace and
the Likhang Filipino Center in Pasay City on Monday.
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CCC. GGGI renew partnership for PH climate resilience

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) has renewed its partnership with the Global Green
Growth Institute (GGGI) through a signed Memorandum of Understanding (MOU), reaffirming a
shared commitment to advance climate resilience and promote green growth in the Philippines.

Recognizing that the climate crisis requires a whole-of-society approach, the CCC emphasized
the need for sustained collaboration with key development partners such as GGGI.

The renewed agreement aims to support science-based, inclusive, and forward-looking climate
solutions across national and local levels.

“This allows us to jointly work in critical areas: from crafting science-based Green Growth
Development Plans for our regions and cities, to strengthening the policy architecture that
enables a low-carbon economy, and empowering our communities through knowledge and
innovation,” said CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje.

Dr. Malle Fofana, Asia regional director of GGGI, described the partnership as timely and
necessary for climate action.

“This partnership is really timely, and I'm glad that we were able to renew it. We are famil,y and
your agenda is our agenda. The contribution of the Philippines as a core contributing member
amplifies and champions green growth through partnership, enabling impact aligned with
national priorities,” Fofana said.

The CCC-GGGI collaboration highlights the importance of cross-sector cooperation—including
government, development organizations, private institutions, and local communities—to support
sustainability, strengthen resilience, and accelerate the country’s transition to a low-carbon and
climate-smart future.

“It is through such collaborations that we can amplify our impact, share innovation, and translate
high-level policies into tangible, life-improving actions on the ground, especially for our most
vulnerable communities,” said CCC Deputy Executive Director Atty. Romell Antonio O. Cuenca.

Mr. Marcel J. Silvius, GGGI's deputy regional director and country representative, underscored
the CCC’s critical role in shaping national climate policies and driving climate-related
investments.

“l cannot stress enough how important the partnership with the Climate Change Commission is
as an overall policy driver for climate change and for development-oriented projects in the
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Philippines. Together, we are advancing concrete initiatives that mobilize investment and deliver
scalable impact,” Silvius said.

The CCC reaffirmed its commitment to work with all sectors in promoting domestic and global
climate action toward building a climate-resilient and sustainable Philippines.
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Marcos: Climate action is everyone’s duty

President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. took the spotlight at the 2025 Solidarity Night, the grand
finale of the 18th Global Warming and Climate Change Consciousness Week, with a message
that cut straight to the heart of the nation’s climate challenge. He emphasized that addressing
climate change is not just about policies or programs — it's about protecting the land,
safeguarding communities, and ensuring a future where every Filipino can thrive.

“Let us uphold climate governance, protecting the beauty and bounty of our land, while seeking
effective ways to ensure the welfare of generations to come,” Marcos said. “Together, let us
nurture a nation that leads with foresight and thrives with purpose — resilient, future-ready, and
responsive to the needs of both people and the planet.”

The President highlighted ongoing efforts under the National Adaptation Plan, the Nationally
Determined Contribution Implementation Plan (NDCIP), and initiatives in renewable energy,
sustainable agriculture, and climate finance as essential building blocks for a future “that leaves
no Filipino behind.”

Department of Environment and Natural Resources Secretary Raphael Lotilla, representing the
President at the event, echoed the message of resilience. “Building climate resilience is more
than rules and programs,” he said. “It's about compassion, collaboration, and empowering local
innovations. It's about transforming development into something sustainable, inclusive, and
just.”

The event brought together voices from government, the private sector, civil society, and local
communities. CCC vice chairperson Robert Borje urged attendees to remember the most
vulnerable. “Our challenge is to work for the last, the least, the lost, and the most vulnerable. In
doing so, we can become the change our country and the world need,” he said.

Private and public sector leaders shared how they’re turning commitments into action. ACEN
president Eric Francia highlighted the need for measurable mitigation amid rapid industrial
growth, while UN Women Philippines’ Vanessa Pallarco-Yu stressed gender-responsive climate
action as a critical part of effective solutions.

Tebtebba executive director Helen Biangalen-Magata reminded the audience that Indigenous
Peoples are among the most climate-vulnerable, and supporting their knowledge and rights
strengthens everyone’s ability to adapt. Local leaders like Siargao Mayor Alfredo Coro I
emphasized that most climate impacts are felt locally, making empowered, well-supported local
governments essential to meaningful solutions.
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The event concluded on a symbolic and hopeful note, with guests signing a collaborative
artwork made from indigenous fabrics — an emblem of unity, cultural preservation, and shared
responsibility for the climate challenge.

Solidarity Night, first launched in 2024, has become more than a ceremonial event. It is a
statement: climate leadership in the Philippines is a shared responsibility, strengthened by
partnership, grounded in evidence, and driven by collective action.

As Marcos and other leaders stressed, meeting the country’s climate goals requires

collaboration across government, communities, businesses, academia, and civil society, working
together toward a low-carbon, climate-resilient, and sustainable future for all Filipinos.
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PIDS supports Low-Carbon Economy Act for climate resilience
By: Ricardo M. Austria

State-run policy think tank Philippine Institute for Development Studies (PIDS) is backing the
Low-Carbon Economy Act, calling the country’s shift toward a low-carbon economy a crucial
step for climate resilience and sustainable development.

In a Dec. 12 position paper, PIDS senior research fellow Sonny N. Domingo and research
analyst Roselle F. Guadalupe said House Bill (HB) Nos. 2055, 2481, and 3685, collectively the
Low-Carbon Economy Investment Act, offer forward-looking frameworks to boost investments in
low-carbon initiatives through carbon pricing, decarbonization mechanisms, and climate
governance reforms.

“These bills reinforce the Philippines’ nationally determined contribution (NDC) commitments
under the Paris Agreement and support a just transition that balances economic growth with
environmental integrity,” PIDS noted.

PIDS highlighted that the Philippines’ commitment to the United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change (UNFCCC) is embodied in its NDC, which aims to cut and avoid 75 percent
of emissions from 2020 to 2030, including 2.71-percent unconditional and 72.29-percent
conditional commitments.

“The Philippine greenhouse gas inventory management and reporting system (PGHGIMRS),
initially established under Executive Order (EO) No. 174, series of 2014, will be institutionalized
under the leadership of the Climate Change Commission (CCC). Sectoral agencies, including
the Department of Agriculture (DA), the Department of Energy (DOE), the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), and the Department of Transportation (DOTr), are
designated to lead GHG inventories per sector, in collaboration with the Department of Science
and Technology (DOST), the Department of Tourism (DOT), the Department of Public Works
and Highways (DPWH), the Department of the Interior and Local Government (DILG), the
Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA), local government units (LGUs), academe, the Department
of Trade and Industry (DTI), and the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC),” PIDS said.

As the lead agency, PIDS recommended that CCC submit an annual report on the status of
GHG monitoring, while national and local government agencies follow proper standards for
yearly recording and reporting. Sectoral and subnational annual reports should cover
projections, assessments, and corrective measures and could be expanded to include climate
change and disaster risk reduction and management (DRRM) updates.

“The proposed NDC Steering Committee, chaired by CCC, includes national agencies but lacks

LGU and civil society organization (CSO)/sectoral representation,” the think tank noted, warning
that this may limit inclusivity and local engagement. It also cautioned that overlapping
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bureaucratic platforms risk redundancy and called for clearer role delineation among institutions
to prevent mandate overlap.

PIDS stressed that guidelines for allocating climate-related funds in the General Appropriations
Act (GAA) should be established, with institutional plans and annual projections incorporated
into the proposed reports. Local climate change action plans (LCCAPs) should be reviewed
alongside LGUs’ local disaster risk reduction and management plans (LDRRMPs),
comprehensive development plans (CDPs), and comprehensive land use plans (CLUPs) to
ensure alignment and consistency.

The think tank added that institutionalizing climate change expenditure tagging (CCET), in
coordination with CCC, the Department of Budget and Management (DBM), the DILG, and
Office of Civil Defense (OCD), must harmonize spending for climate change mitigation and
disaster risk management. It also recommended including the Department of Finance (DOF)
and the Department of National Defense (DND) as oversight agencies to strengthen financial
integrity and coordination.

PIDS further urged expanding the national integrated climate change database and information
exchange system (NICCDIES) to include DRRM data and remain responsive with near real-time
updates to ensure relevance and transparency.

“The bills prescribe multiple reporting requirements—PGHGIMRS GHG monitoring, CCET, NDC
yearly report, possible sectoral and subnational reports, carbon trading status, UNFCCC report,
enforcement and indemnification report, climate reinvestment fund report,” the think tank noted,
stressing that these could be consolidated into a single comprehensive report with periodic
updates, such as quarterly, to reduce overlap.

Effective sectoral and subnational implementation requires streamlined structures and robust
capacity-building, PIDS added, noting that many LGUs still lack technical expertise, financial
resources, and dedicated climate offices. Devolving additional climate functions under the
Garcia-Mandanas ruling will require funding, technical assistance, and institutional support from
CCC, the DBM, and the DILG to ensure meaningful local participation and sustained action.

“The provisions on decarbonization plans for covered enterprises encourage accountability, but
thresholds and criteria for coverage must be clearly defined. Smaller enterprises that contribute
to aggregate emissions may be overlooked unless sector-specific benchmarks or voluntary
participation mechanisms are introduced,” PIDS said.

The think tank also recommended independent oversight and annual disclosure of fund
allocations and performance for the decarbonization fund to prevent misuse and ensure that
resources directly support measurable emission reductions and a just transition.

“The monitoring mechanisms, such as the monitoring, reporting, and verification (MRV)

systems, are strong implementing mechanisms, yet their success depends on data quality,
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harmonized methodologies, and regular public disclosure,” PIDS noted, stressing that the bills
should require open-access reporting to build public trust and enable civil society and academic
participation in tracking progress.

Finally, PIDS emphasized that the bills should reinforce the principle of a just transition, ensuring
that the shift to a low-carbon economy protects workers, communities, and industries most
vulnerable to climate impacts and decarbonization. It urged integrating labor transition
programs, skills retraining, and green jobs into the legislation to reduce displacement and
promote inclusive growth.
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PLDT, Smart detail climate action plans to bolster Philippines’ resilience

PLDT Inc. and its wireless unit Smart Communications Inc. have affirmed their commitment to
national climate change strategies, outlining plans to strengthen infrastructure, transition to
renewable energy and promote a just transition for their workforce.

The Philippines remains highly vulnerable to climate change impacts, prompting the
telecommunications companies to align their operations with national strategies focusing on
resilience, adaptive capacity and sustainable development.

Speaking at the 18th Global Warming and Climate Change Consciousness Week Solidarity
Night, Climate Change Commission vice chairperson and executive director Robert Borje cited
the importance of cooperation in mitigating climate change impacts that threaten economic
growth.

“True resilience is not about how fast we can rebuild, but about how less we are broken,” he
said.

PLDT and Smart chief sustainability officer Melissa Vergel de Dios detailed the telcos’ climate
solutions. A primary focus is fortifying network infrastructure to withstand increasingly frequent
and severe climate events, ensuring the continuity of critical telecommunications services during
disasters.

Vergel de Dios explained the specific measures being taken. “Cell sites in the path of typhoons
are being built to withstand over 300 kilometers per hour winds. In areas exposed to flood risk,
we elevate gensets to higher floors. Our cable landing station in La Union is shaped like a bullet
to deflect water from possible storm surges and tsunamis,” she said.

PLDT and Smart are also working to cut operational greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions by
transitioning to renewable energy (RE) sources. The companies are leveraging partnerships
with RE suppliers and prioritizing the switch for high-energy consuming sites and facilities,
including their main offices in Makati City and the VITRO data centers of PLDT’s ICT subsidiary,
ePLDT.

The companies are also mainstreaming low-carbon digital products and greening their network
by upgrading to fiber optic cables and 5G technology. While enabling faster internet speeds,
these technologies are recognized for having lower energy consumption requirements and
generated GHG emissions per unit of data traffic compared to older broadband infrastructure.

Vergel de Dios said PLDT and Smart are upskilling employees to acquire green skills, helping
them adapt to the evolving climate economy and technology landscape that includes artificial
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intelligence (Al). The telcos are also upholding human rights and biodiversity policies that
reinforce respect for indigenous peoples’ rights and support nature-based solutions.

The multi-faceted approach contributes to the Philippines’ Nationally Determined Contribution
Implementation Plan, particularly the fourth pillar focused on engaging the private sector.
Beyond national frameworks, the telcos support the Paris Agreement and the United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals, specifically Goal 13 on Climate Action and Goal 17 on
Partnerships for the Goals.
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