A BAGONG PILIPINAS

NEWS ROUNDUP
12 DECEMBER 2025 | 08:00 am

Shell sued in UK over 2021 Philippines typhoon: NGOs

Odette survivors demand accountability in climate-fueled devastation
Study: Ocean warmed by climate change fed intense rainfall in Asia

3 weather systems to bring rains across PH

Philippines Typhoon Survivors Sue Shell Over Its Role in Climate Change

CCC IN THE NEWS:

ADB approves $500-million loan to support Philippines’ blue economy
Marcos: Climate action is everyone’s duty
CCC warns: More funds won’t protect communities if LGUs can’t execute climate plans

ABS CBN

Shell sued in UK over 2021 Philippines typhoon: NGOs

Survivors of a deadly 2021 typhoon in the Philippines have filed a UK lawsuit against British oil
giant Shell, seeking financial compensation for climate-related devastation, three NGOs
supporting claimants announced Thursday.

PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER

Odette survivors demand accountability in climate-fueled devastation
By: Dianne Sampang

Nearly four years after Super Typhoon Odette (international name: Rai) ravaged the country,
survivors want multinational oil company Shell to be held accountable for the climate crisis they
say intensified the storm and caused widespread loss of lives and livelihoods.

Study: Ocean warmed by climate change fed intense rainfall in Asia

Ocean temperatures warmed by human-caused climate change fed the intense rainfall that
triggered deadly floods and landslides across Asia in recent weeks, according to an analysis
released Wednesday.


https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/business/2025/12/11/shell-sued-in-uk-over-2021-philippines-typhoon-ngos-0818
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2153938/odette-survivors-demand-accountability-in-climate-fueled-devastation
https://globalnation.inquirer.net/302111/study-ocean-warmed-by-climate-change-fed-intense-rainfall-in-asia
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3 weather systems to bring rains across PH

Three weather systems are forecast to bring rains over the country, the Philippine Atmospheric,
Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration (PAGASA) said Friday.

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

Philippines Typhoon Survivors Sue Shell Over Its Role in Climate Change
By: Yusuf Khan

A group of more than 100 Filipinos are suing British oil-and-gas giant Shell, claiming that its
historical contribution to climate change from fossil-fuel production was a significant factor in
causing a supertyphoon that battered the country four years ago.

CCC IN THE NEWS:
BUSINESS WORLD

ADB approves $500-million loan to support Philippines’ blue econom
By: Aubrey Rose A. Inosante

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has approved a $500-million (around P29.56-billion)
policy-based loan to support the development of the Philippines’ blue economy and improve the
resilience of coastal communities.

DAILY TRIBUNE

Marcos: Climate action is everyone’s duty

President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. took the spotlight at the 2025 Solidarity Night, the grand
finale of the 18th Global Warming and Climate Change Consciousness Week, with a message
that cut straight to the heart of the nation’s climate challenge. He emphasized that addressing
climate change is not just about policies or programs — it's about protecting the land,
safeguarding communities, and ensuring a future where every Filipino can thrive.

NEWSLINE PHILIPPINES

2026 Budget Bicam To Run December 12-14 With No Weekend Break

Millions in climate adaptation funding are flowing to provinces—but the Climate Change
Commission (CCC) says gaps in governance still put communities at risk.


https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1265073
https://www.wsj.com/articles/philippines-typhoon-survivors-sue-shell-over-its-role-in-climate-change-17af87ca
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ABS CBN

Shell sued in UK over 2021 Philippines typhoon: NGOs

Survivors of a deadly 2021 typhoon in the Philippines have filed a UK lawsuit against British oil
giant Shell, seeking financial compensation for climate-related devastation, three NGOs
supporting claimants announced Thursday.

Typhoon Rai struck the southern and central regions of the Philippines in mid-December 2021,
toppling power lines and trees and unleashing deadly floods that killed more than 400 people

and left hundreds of thousands homeless.

The lawsuit, brought by British law firm Hausfeld on behalf of 103 survivors, argues that Shell's
carbon emissions contributed to climate change, impacting Philippine communities.

Scientists have long warned that typhoons are strengthening more rapidly as the world
becomes warmer because of human-driven climate change.

In a joint statement, the NGOs -- including Greenpeace -- said the lawsuit represents "a decisive
step to hold oil giant Shell accountable for the deaths, injuries and destruction left by the

climate-fueled storm".

The case marks the latest step in a wider international movement to assign responsibility to
major companies for climate damage, especially in the Global South.

A German court in May ruled that firms could, in principle, be held responsible for harm caused
by their emissions, fueling hopes that other countries would follow suit.

A Shell spokesperson said of the UK lawsuit: "This is a baseless claim, and it will not help tackle
climate change or reduce emissions.

"The suggestion that Shell had unique knowledge about climate change is simply not true."

The claim has already been listed on the website run by the High Court in London.

'LIVES LOST'

The claimants are seeking financial compensation for "lives lost, injuries sustained and home
destroyed", the NGOs said in a statement, signed also by the Philippine Movement for Climate
Justice and the Legal Rights and Natural Resources Center.

The group added the case represents "a vital contribution to the growing global push to
challenge the impunity of fossil fuel companies".


https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/business/2025/12/11/shell-sued-in-uk-over-2021-philippines-typhoon-ngos-0818

Shell, along with many rival energy giants, has scaled back various climate objectives to focus
more on oil and gas in order to raise profits.

One claimant, Trixy Elle, a fisherman's wife whose family home and four boats were swept away
in Typhoon Rai's powerful storm surge, said they were still paying off high-interest loans needed
for rebuilds.

"Island residents like us contribute only a small percentage of pollution. But who gets the short
stick? The poor like us," the 34-year-old told AFP in an interview.

"l am not speaking only for my community but for all Filipinos who experience the effects of
climate crises," Elle said, adding her now 13-year-old son still suffered from trauma caused by
the storm.

The United Nations in 2022 said destruction caused by Typhoon Rai was "badly
underestimated" in initial assessments, tripling the number of people "seriously affected" to nine
million.

The Philippines -- ranked among the most vulnerable nations to the impact of climate change --
is hit by an average of 20 storms every year.

The UK lawsuit follows an historic climate ruling by the International Court of Justice in The
Hague in July, which declared states had an obligation under international law to address the
threat of climate change.
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Odette survivors demand accountability in climate-fueled devastation
By: Dianne Sampang

Nearly four years after Super Typhoon Odette (international name: Rai) ravaged the country,
survivors want multinational oil company Shell to be held accountable for the climate crisis they
say intensified the storm and caused widespread loss of lives and livelihoods.

A total of 103 plaintiffs from Cebu, Bohol, and nearby provinces heavily affected by the super
typhoon are behind a civil case to be filed against the oil company. Their legal counsel, the
Hausfeld Legal Team, will file the case before a United Kingdom court on their behalf on
Thursday, December 11, as the survivors were unable to travel.

Last October 23, Hausfeld served a formal Letter Before Action (LBA) to Shell’'s headquarters in
the United Kingdom. An LBA notifies a potential defendant of planned legal proceedings.

The filing is supported by environmental advocates Greenpeace Philippines, the Philippine
Movement for Climate Justice, and the Legal Rights and Natural Resources Center.

Greg Lascelles of the Hausfeld Legal Team said the National Inquiry on Climate Change report
published by the Commission on Human Rights in 2022 became one of the bases of the case.

The report found that the world’s fossil fuel companies “obfuscated, obstructed, derailed and
delayed” efforts to shift to renewable energy sources, stressing that climate change has affected
Filipinos’ rights to life, food, water security, and development.

The CHR report stemmed from a petition by environmentalists led by Greenpeace seeking to
examine the role of major carbon-emitting companies in the climate crisis and its impact on
Filipinos. Petitioners said 47 companies—including Shell—must be held liable.

Greenpeace said the recent advisory opinion (AO) of the International Court of Justice is also
relevant to the case, as it reinforces a country’s obligation to regulate corporations within its
jurisdiction and reduce emissions to keep global warming below 1.5°C.

With this, the plaintiffs seek financial compensation from the company for the loss and damage
caused by the typhoon. Greenpeace said that under the “polluters pay” principle, those
responsible for climate-induced harms should shoulder the costs.

Why are they only going after Shell?

The survivors argue that Shell is responsible for around 2% of global fossil fuel emissions,
contributing to the climate change that intensified Odette—Xkilling 405 people and affecting more
than 10 million.


https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2153938/odette-survivors-demand-accountability-in-climate-fueled-devastation

Trixy Elle, one of the community plaintiffs from Tubigon, Bohol, said that while Shell “chooses
profit over people,” vulnerable communities continue to suffer. She added that they intend to go
after other major oil companies.

“There are five big oil companies, right? We chose Shell, but it doesn’t mean that the four big oil
companies are safe from climate accountability. We will sue them one by one, one case at a
time,” Elle told the Inquirer.

Greenpeace Philippines Senior Climate Campaigner Virginia Llorin said Shell has known its role
in driving climate change since 1965 but continues to invest in fossil fuels. Greenpeace added
that while all companies should be held accountable, Shell stands out for the scale of its
contribution.

Why file in a UK court?

The legal counsel said the case was filed in the United Kingdom because Shell’s headquarters
are located there. They added that Philippine law will still apply, as the damage occurred in the
Philippines.

Joe Snape of the Hausfeld Legal Team noted this is not the first case in which foreign law is
applied to proceedings in another jurisdiction. He also clarified that the Philippine government
has no role in the case.

Greenpeace added that Shell’s local subsidiaries in the Philippines are not part of the
lawsuit—the defendant is only the parent company in the UK.

Life after Odette

Elle recalled how her family lost both their home and livelihood “in an instant.” Before Odette,
she worked as a fisher and ran a small business. Nearly four years later, she said her family is
still struggling to recover.

When asked why she joined the case, Elle said she was doing it for her children.

“Injustice begins when we remain silent,” she said at a press conference in Quezon City, adding
she is not afraid because she wants to prevent future generations from facing even more
devastating calamities.

“It's scarier if we could do something, but we chose not to do it,” she stressed.

Another plaintiff, Regena Torrejas of Tubigon, Bohol, said compensation would help them

rebuild their lives. Plaintiffs noted that compensation amounts vary depending on the extent of
their losses.



Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the Philippines Episcopal Commission on Social Action,
Justice, and Peace chairperson Bishop Gerry Alminaza expressed support for the case, saying
the heaviest burden of the climate crisis falls on those “least responsible.”

“For the church, silence in the face of this reality would be a moral failure,” Alminaza said.
“Standing up to a powerful fuel corporation is not an act of hostility—it is an act of conscience.”

What Shell says

Shell UK called the survivors’ claim “baseless,” saying it “will not help tackle climate change or
reduce emissions.” The company denied having “unique knowledge” of climate change and said
possible solutions have been part of public discussions for decades.

“This claim overlooks the benefits energy brings and the decades of choices made by
governments, businesses and consumers that have shaped our energy system. At Shell, we are
reducing emissions from our operations and helping customers reduce theirs as we provide the
vital energy needed today and in the future,” Shell said in a statement to the Inquirer. /jpv



Study: Ocean warmed by climate change fed intense rainfall in Asia

Ocean temperatures warmed by human-caused climate change fed the intense rainfall that
triggered deadly floods and landslides across Asia in recent weeks, according to an analysis
released Wednesday.

The rapid study by World Weather Attribution focused on heavy rainfall from cyclones Senyar
and Ditwah in Malaysia, Thailand, Indonesia, and Sri Lanka starting late last month. The
analysis found that warmer sea surface temperatures over the North Indian Ocean added
energy to the cyclones.

Floods and landslides triggered by the storms have killed more than 1,600 people, with
hundreds more still missing. The cyclones are the latest in a series of deadly weather disasters
affecting Southeast Asia this year, resulting in loss of life and property damage.

“It rains a lot here, but never like this. Usually, rain stops around September, but this year it has
been really bad. Every region of Sri Lanka has been affected, and our region has been the worst
impacted,” said Shanmugavadivu Arunachalam, a 59-year-old schoolteacher in the mountain
town of Hatton in Sri Lanka’s Central Province.

Warmer sea surface temperatures

Sea surface temperatures over the North Indian Ocean were 0.2°C (0.3°F) higher than the
average over the past three decades, according to the WWA researchers.

Without global warming, the sea surface temperatures would have been about 1°C (1.8° F)
colder than they were, according to the analysis. The warmer ocean temperatures provided heat
and moisture to the storms.

When measuring overall temperatures, the world is currently 1.3°C (2.6°F) warmer than the
global average during pre-industrial times in the 19th century, according to the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration.

“When the atmosphere warms, it can hold more moisture. As a result, it rains more in a warmer
atmosphere as compared to a world without climate change,” said Mariam Zachariah, with the
Centre for Environmental Policy at Imperial College London and one of the report’s authors.

Using tested methods to measure climate impacts quickly
The WWA is a collection of researchers who use peer-reviewed methods to conduct rapid
studies examining how extreme weather events are linked to climate change.

“‘Anytime we decide to do a study, we know what is the procedure that we have to follow,” said
Zachariah, who added that they review the findings in house and send some of their analysis for
peer review, even after an early version is made public.


https://globalnation.inquirer.net/302111/study-ocean-warmed-by-climate-change-fed-intense-rainfall-in-asia

The speed at which the WWA releases their analysis helps inform the general public about the
impacts of climate change, according to Zachariah.

“We want people everywhere to know about why something happened in their neighborhood,”
Zachariah said. “But also be aware about the reasons behind some of the events unfurling
across the world.”

The WWA often estimates how much worse climate change made a disaster using specific
probabilities. In this case, though, the researchers said they could not estimate the precise
contribution of climate change to the storms and ensuing heavy rains because of limitations in
climate models for the affected islands.

Climate change boosts Asia’s unusually heavy rainfall

Global warming is a “powerful amplifier” to the deadly floods, typhoons and landslides that have
ravaged Asia this year, said Jemilah Mahmood, with the Sunway Centre for Planetary Health, a
Malaysia-based think tank that was not involved with the WWA analysis.

“The region and the world have been on this path because, for decades, economic development
was prioritized over climate stability,” Mahmood said. “It's created an accumulated planetary
debt, and this has resulted in the crisis we face.”

The analysis found that across the affected countries, rapid urbanization, high population
density, and infrastructure in low-lying flood plains have elevated exposure to flood events.

“The human toll from cyclones Ditwah and Senyar is staggering,” said Maja Vahlberg, a

technical adviser with the Red Cross Red Crescent Climate Centre. “Unfortunately, it is the most
vulnerable people who experience the worst impacts and have the longest road to recovery.”
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3 weather systems to bring rains across PH

Three weather systems are forecast to bring rains over the country, the Philippine Atmospheric,
Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration (PAGASA) said Friday.

In its 4 a.m. advisory, the weather bureau said the Bicol Region, Quezon, Northern Samar, and
Eastern Samar will have cloudy skies with scattered rains and isolated thunderstorms due to the

shear line.

The shear line, a convergence of cold and warm winds that triggers rainfall, will also prevail over
Metro Manila and other parts of Calabarzon (Cavite, Laguna, Batangas, Rizal, and Quezon).

Cagayan, Isabela, and Aurora will have cloudy skies with rains due to the northeast monsoon
(amihan).

llocos Region, Cordillera Administrative Region, the rest of Cagayan Valley, and the rest of
Central Luzon will be partly cloudy to cloudy with isolated light rains, also caused by amihan.

The rest of the country will have partly cloudy to cloudy skies with isolated rain showers or
thunderstorms due to easterlies.

Northern Luzon and the eastern sections of Central Luzon, Southern Luzon, and the Visayas
will experience moderate to strong northeast winds and moderate to rough seas.

Light to moderate northeast winds and slight to moderate coastal waters will prevail over the
rest of the archipelago.

No low pressure area is being monitored, according to PAGASA.
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Philippines Typhoon Survivors Sue Shell Over Its Role in Climate Change
By: Yusuf Khan

A group of more than 100 Filipinos are suing British oil-and-gas giant Shell, claiming that its
historical contribution to climate change from fossil-fuel production was a significant factor in
causing a supertyphoon that battered the country four years ago.

The storm, which hit the Philippines in December 2021, caused the deaths of more than 400
people and nearly $1 billion in damage. Alongside the lives lost, hundreds of thousands were
made homeless and lost their livelihoods.

“We worked hard all our life, we had built our house and in just a few hours it was gone,” said
Trixy Elle, who survived the typhoon and is one of the claimants in the case. Elle said she had
lost her home and was no longer able to fish, her primary source of income, as her boat was
destroyed during the storm. “You feel hopeless and helpless, you have nothing,” she said,
adding that she had to take out large loans to rebuild her house and livelihood.

The group is bringing the case against Shell to a court in London, where it is headquartered, but
will be applying Filipino law and will aim to recoup the losses incurred from property damage,
personal injury, bereavement, psychological trauma and loss of earnings.

The claimants argue that Shell has known for decades that burning fossil fuels contributes to
climate change and has campaigned to undermine the scientific consensus on the issue.

Shell described the claim as baseless, saying that the suit wouldn’t help tackle climate change.
The company received a letter before court action in October from London law firm Hausfeld
and Co., on behalf of the claimants, which notified the company of the impending lawsuit.

“The suggestion that Shell had unique knowledge about climate change is simply not true. The
issue and how to tackle it has been part of public discussion and scientific research for many
decades,” Shell's spokesperson said. “This claim also overlooks the benefits energy brings and
the decades of choices made by governments, businesses and consumers that have shaped
our energy system.”

The claimants are being supported by Greenpeace Philippines, the Legal Rights and Natural
Resources Center, the Philippine Movement for Climate Justice and British environmental
advocacy group Uplift.

The effects of climate change have been acutely felt in Southeast Asia this year, with typhoons

and hurricanes hitting Sri Lanka, Indonesia and Thailand recently, resulting in heavy losses of
life and property in those countries. The death toll in Indonesia alone has approached 1,000.
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https://www.wsj.com/articles/philippines-typhoon-survivors-sue-shell-over-its-role-in-climate-change-17af87ca

The Filipino case follows a number of lawsuits, including others against Shell, where civil groups
have taken action against companies for their perceived role in contributing to climate change.

The claimants are aiming to use what is known as attribution science, whereby a company’s
contribution to global warming is estimated using historical output. In this case, it is gauged that
Shell accounts for slightly over 2% of global emissions derived from fossil fuels, while the
Philippines has contributed to just 0.2%, according to the claimants.

Despite there being many oil-and-gas companies in the world, Uplift's environmental lawyer
Tessa Khan said Shell was chosen because it is one of the largest and because it had prior
knowledge of the role its production played in contributing to climate change. Shell disputes it
had unique knowledge.

Khan added that “in general people take these cases on if there is a reasonable prospect of
success.” She said previous litigation against tobacco companies were helpful references for
climate litigation.

Joy Reyes, a climate litigation researcher at the Grantham Institute, said that increasingly courts
are taking into account climate science and creating a connection between companies and their
liabilities. “It's about how well you are able to communicate this in front of a judge,” she said.

Reyes highlighted a recent case in Germany, where a Peruvian farmer Saul Luciano Lliuya
attempted to sue RWE for its historic role in contributing to climate change and demanded the
German fossil-fuel producer pay for climate mitigation against flooding in his region. Lliuya lost
the case, but the judge ruled that corporate liability for climate-related harm is possible in
principle.

This created a precedent where fossil-fuel producers could be sued by groups outside of their
jurisdictional boundaries. Reyes added that even though Lliuya didn’t win, the case helped to
create public discourse around the topic, which could change policy in the future.

Last year, Shell overturned a 2021 ruling that mandated the company cut its global carbon
emissions by 45% by the end of 2030 compared with its 2019 levels. The 2024 ruling was
largely seen as a win for Shell, though the judge did say the company had a special
responsibility to cut emissions as a big fossil-fuel producer but not to a specific legal target.

That case was brought by Dutch environmental group Milieudefensie, which this year sued
Netherlands-based ING on allegations that the banking giant wasn’t doing enough to tackle
climate change. ING said Milieudefensie’s claims were “unrealistic and unreasonable,” adding
that it was confident in its climate approach at the time of the suit.

Typhoon survivor Elle said she hoped that bringing forward the suit would give voice to the
world’s poorest, who have felt the brunt of extreme weather more strongly in recent years. “We
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exist. We are the ones most affected by the climate crisis,” she said. “If we, the small people, do
this big action everyone knows that no small action will be wasted.”

CCC IN THE NEWS:
BUSINESS WORLD

ADB approves $500-million loan to support Philippines’ blue econom
By: Aubrey Rose A. Inosante

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has approved a $500-million (around P29.56-billion)
policy-based loan to support the development of the Philippines’ blue economy and improve the
resilience of coastal communities.

The financing for the Marine Ecosystems for Blue Economy Development Program Subprogram
1 was approved on Thursday, the multilateral lender said in a statement.

This loan seeks to “strengthen the productivity and diversity of the country’s ocean-based
economy, and improve the health and adaptability of coastal areas and communities,” the ADB
said.

The program also aims to improve the plastic and solid waste management value chain to
ensure long-term ecological and economic resilience in the Philippines.

“More than half of the Philippine population is dependent on the country’s oceans and rich
marine biodiversity for food and livelihoods, with the blue economy having great potential to be
central to attaining inclusive, resilient, and low-carbon development,” ADB Country Director for
the Philippines Andrew Jeffries said.

“This is ADB’s first extensive cross-sector program focused on fostering national blue economy
development in the region. We are committed to assisting our host country in achieving its

climate resilience and low-carbon objectives,” he added.

In addition, Agence Francgaise de Développement and Germany’s KW Development Bank are
set to provide cofinancing of up to €200 million (about P13.82 billion) each for Subprogram 1.

Last year, key blue economy sectors generated P1.01 trillion ($17.17 billion) to the country’s
economy, accounting for 3.8% of gross domestic product.

The blue economy includes fisheries, manufacturing of ocean-based products, tourism-related
services, shipping, and offshore energy.
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However, marine ecosystems in the Philippines are being affected by plastic and solid waste
pollution, as well as extreme weather.

The Philippines, the world’s second-largest archipelagic nation, is battered by around 20
typhoons each year, with cyclones growing stronger in recent years.

The Marine Ecosystems for Blue Economy Development Program is aligned with the Philippine
Development Plan 2023-2028 and supports the implementation of the National Adaptation Plan
(NAP) 2023-2050.

The NAP is a joint initiative of the Climate Change Commission and the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources to craft fit-for-purpose, science-based adaptation strategies
for sectors already facing and expected to face the impacts of climate change.

The program leverages ADB’s backing for climate action under the Climate Change Action
Program, the bank’s first climate policy-based loan in the region.

The loan complements the Philippines Flyway Project, which focuses on conserving and
managing three priority wetlands, such as Candaba in Luzon, and Lake Mainit and Sibugay
wetlands in Mindanao. This aims to bolster biodiversity, expand sustainable livelihoods, and

improve climate resilience.

Earlier this year, ABD expressed its support for the proposed Blue Economy Act to improve
marine-based livelihoods and ensure the long-term sustainability of the ocean economy.

The Senate passed Senate Bill No. 2450 in August last year, while the House approved its
counterpart in December 2023. However, lawmakers failed to ratify a reconciled measure before

the end of the 19th Congress.

Senators Lorna Regina “Loren” B. Legarda and Senator Risa N. Hontiveros-Baraquel have
refiled the measure since the 20th Congress opened.

President Ferdinand R. Marcos, Jr. will support renewed efforts to pass the Blue Economy Act,
Palace Press Officer Clarissa A. Castro said in July.

The ADB was the second-biggest development partner of the Philippines in 2024 with 59 loans
and grants worth $11.05 billion.

DAILY TRIBUNE

Marcos: Climate action is everyone’s duty
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President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. took the spotlight at the 2025 Solidarity Night, the grand
finale of the 18th Global Warming and Climate Change Consciousness Week, with a message
that cut straight to the heart of the nation’s climate challenge. He emphasized that addressing
climate change is not just about policies or programs — it's about protecting the land,
safeguarding communities, and ensuring a future where every Filipino can thrive.

“Let us uphold climate governance, protecting the beauty and bounty of our land, while seeking
effective ways to ensure the welfare of generations to come,” Marcos said. “Together, let us
nurture a nation that leads with foresight and thrives with purpose — resilient, future-ready, and
responsive to the needs of both people and the planet.”

The President highlighted ongoing efforts under the National Adaptation Plan, the Nationally
Determined Contribution Implementation Plan (NDCIP), and initiatives in renewable energy,
sustainable agriculture, and climate finance as essential building blocks for a future “that leaves
no Filipino behind.”

Department of Environment and Natural Resources Secretary Raphael Lotilla, representing the
President at the event, echoed the message of resilience. “Building climate resilience is more
than rules and programs,” he said. “It's about compassion, collaboration, and empowering local
innovations. It's about transforming development into something sustainable, inclusive, and
just.”

The event brought together voices from government, the private sector, civil society, and local
communities. CCC vice chairperson Robert Borje urged attendees to remember the most
vulnerable. “Our challenge is to work for the last, the least, the lost, and the most vulnerable. In
doing so, we can become the change our country and the world need,” he said.

Private and public sector leaders shared how they’re turning commitments into action. ACEN
president Eric Francia highlighted the need for measurable mitigation amid rapid industrial
growth, while UN Women Philippines’ Vanessa Pallarco-Yu stressed gender-responsive climate
action as a critical part of effective solutions.

Tebtebba executive director Helen Biangalen-Magata reminded the audience that Indigenous
Peoples are among the most climate-vulnerable, and supporting their knowledge and rights
strengthens everyone’s ability to adapt. Local leaders like Siargao Mayor Alfredo Coro I
emphasized that most climate impacts are felt locally, making empowered, well-supported local
governments essential to meaningful solutions.

The event concluded on a symbolic and hopeful note, with guests signing a collaborative

artwork made from indigenous fabrics — an emblem of unity, cultural preservation, and shared
responsibility for the climate challenge.
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Solidarity Night, first launched in 2024, has become more than a ceremonial event. It is a
statement: climate leadership in the Philippines is a shared responsibility, strengthened by
partnership, grounded in evidence, and driven by collective action.

As Marcos and other leaders stressed, meeting the country’s climate goals requires

collaboration across government, communities, businesses, academia, and civil society, working
together toward a low-carbon, climate-resilient, and sustainable future for all Filipinos.
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NEWSLINE PHILIPPINES

2026 Budget Bicam To Run December 12-14 With No Weekend Break

Millions in climate adaptation funding are flowing to provinces—but the Climate Change
Commission (CCC) says gaps in governance still put communities at risk.

Vice governors, CCC officials stress, sit at the “critical intersection” where strategy meets action,
yet capacity and coordination challenges persist.

At the 103rd Year-End National Assembly of the League of Vice Governors of the Philippines
(LVGP) on Dec. 4-6, CCC Vice Chairperson Robert E.A. Borje urged vice governors to turn
plans into tangible protections for lives, livelihoods, and infrastructure.

“Their role is where evidence meets action,” Borje said. “But plans alone don’t shield
communities—execution does.”

PSF funding surges—but implementation lags

The People’s Survival Fund (PSF) has grown rapidly: project approvals and grants have pushed
utilization from 30% to nearly full commitment, with the 2025 budget expanding the portfolio to
roughly 1.4 billion across 15 projects and nine grants.

Still, Borje acknowledged bottlenecks: complex application processes, uneven local capacity,
and slow monitoring threaten to delay real-world impact.
Vice governors: key to bridging plan and action

As provincial board chairs, vice governors influence budgets and policies. Borje urged them to
anchor Local Climate Change Action Plans (LCCAPs) in the National Adaptation Plan (NAP),
ensuring evidence-based, measurable, and locally responsive projects.

Yet experts caution that without political will and cross-department coordination, many
adaptation initiatives risk becoming symbolic exercises rather than life-saving interventions.

The stakes are high

The PSF and NAP are central to the Marcos administration’s climate agenda. Effective
execution is not just technical—it's political. Communities in flood- and landslide-prone
provinces need more than plans; they need action.

Borje called for a “whole-of-government, whole-of-society” approach, emphasizing youth

engagement, inter-agency collaboration, and rigorous oversight as essential to turning funding
into tangible resilience.
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“Funds, plans, and frameworks are important,” he said, “but our true measure is whether
communities are safer and livelihoods are protected.”

=END=
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