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BUSINESS WORLD 
 
EU members agree to cut emissions by 90% by 2040 from 1990 levels 
 
The European Union has reached a legally binding climate agreement to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions by 90% by 2040 from 1990 levels, involving the purchase of foreign carbon 
credits to cover 5% of the cuts, the European Parliament said on Wednesday. 
 
PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
 
Study: Ocean warmed by climate change fed intense rainfall in Asia 
 
Ocean temperatures warmed by human-caused climate change fed the intense rainfall that 
triggered deadly floods and landslides across Asia in recent weeks, according to an analysis 
released Wednesday. 
 
RAPPLER 
 
[Opinion] Climate and corruption, intertwined crises 
By: Tony La Viña 
 
Climate change is the defining crisis of our era, but its worst impacts are intensified by another, 
older crisis: corruption. The two reinforce each other because corrupt practices undermine 
climate science, distort policy choices, and divert resources meant for the public good. 
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CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 
BUSINESS MIRROR 
 
Mutya ng Pilipinas Arianna Charlize Pantaleon is Miss Environment International 2025 
By: C. Mendez Legaspi 
 
The Philippines is on an unprecedented winning streak in the realm of pageantry, with three 
back-to-back victories this year. After Emma Mary Tiglao was crowned by Christine Juliane 
Opiaza at Miss Grand International in Thailand and before Jeanne Isabelle Bilasano 
relinquished her Face of Beauty International title to Nikki Buenafe in Taiwan, Shannon 
Robinson turned over Miss Environment International duties to Arianna Charlize Pantaleon right 
in the homeland. 
 
PAGEONE 
 
CCC Exec Underscores Vice Governors’ Role In Risk Governance 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) highlighted the critical role of vice governors in 
strengthening risk governance and building climate-resilient communities during the 103rd 
Year-End National Assembly of the League of Vice Governors of the Philippines (LVGP) on Dec. 
4-6. 
 
PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY 
 
Bryan Bagunas: Carrying the Flag, Championing Climate Action 
 
Professional volleyball player and climate advocate Bryan Bagunas proudly carried the 
Philippine flag at the opening ceremony of the 32nd Southeast Asian Games (SEA Games), 
alongside tennis star Alex Eala, at the Rajamangala National Stadium in Bangkok. 
 
PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY 
 
CCC taps SUCs to localize, accelerate climate actions 
By: Marita Moaje 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) has called on State Universities and Colleges (SUCs) 
to take a central role in implementing and localizing the National Adaptation Plan (NAP), 
referring to them as the backbone of climate resilience. 
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BUSINESS WORLD 
 
EU members agree to cut emissions by 90% by 2040 from 1990 levels 
 
The European Union has reached a legally binding climate agreement to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions by 90% by 2040 from 1990 levels, involving the purchase of foreign carbon 
credits to cover 5% of the cuts, the European Parliament said on Wednesday. 
 
The agreement will require EU industries to cut emissions by 85% and, from 2036, EU nations 
to pay non-member countries to cut emissions on their behalf to make up the remainder. 
 
The European Parliament and EU countries must each approve the target for it to become law – 
usually a formality that waves through pre-agreed deals. 
 
The agreement goes beyond most other major economies’ emissions-cutting pledges. Still, the 
target fell short of that recommended by the EU’s climate change science advisers and was 
weaker than an original goal, reflecting disagreement between EU governments over the speed 
and cost of their green agenda. 
 
“This agreement shows that climate, competitiveness and independence go hand in hand and 
sends a powerful message to our global partners. We agreed on a strong but realistic climate 
law,” spokesperson for EU climate commission Wopke Hoekstra said in a statement. 
 
The target represented a political compromise after months of negotiations in which 
governments including those of Poland, Slovakia, and Hungary opposed deeper carbon dioxide 
cuts as too strenuous for domestic industries struggling with high energy costs, cheaper 
Chinese imports and US tariffs. 
 
Other EU members, including the Netherlands, Spain, and Sweden, cited worsening extreme 
weather events and the need to catch up with China in manufacturing green technology as 
reasons for the lofty target. 
 
To win over opponents, the EU also agreed to weaken other politically sensitive climate policies, 
such as by delaying the launch of a carbon price for fuel by one year to 2028.  
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
 
Study: Ocean warmed by climate change fed intense rainfall in Asia 
 
Ocean temperatures warmed by human-caused climate change fed the intense rainfall that 
triggered deadly floods and landslides across Asia in recent weeks, according to an analysis 
released Wednesday. 
 
The rapid study by World Weather Attribution focused on heavy rainfall from cyclones Senyar 
and Ditwah in Malaysia, Thailand, Indonesia and Sri Lanka starting late last month. The analysis 
found that warmer sea surface temperatures over the North Indian Ocean added energy to the 
cyclones. 
 
Floods and landslides triggered by the storms have killed more than 1,600 people, with 
hundreds more still missing. The cyclones are the latest in a series of deadly weather disasters 
affecting Southeast Asia this year, resulting in loss of life and property damage. 
 
“It rains a lot here but never like this. Usually, rain stops around September but this year it has 
been really bad. Every region of Sri Lanka has been affected, and our region has been the worst 
impacted,” said Shanmugavadivu Arunachalam, a 59-year-old schoolteacher in the mountain 
town of Hatton in Sri Lanka’s Central Province. 
 
Warmer sea surface temperatures 
Sea surface temperatures over the North Indian Ocean were 0.2 degrees Celsius (0.3 degrees 
Fahrenheit) higher than the average over the past three decades, according to the WWA 
researchers. 
 
Without global warming, the sea surface temperatures would have been about 1 degree Celsius 
(1.8 degrees Fahrenheit) colder than they were, according to the analysis. The warmer ocean 
temperatures provided heat and moisture to the storms. 
 
When measuring overall temperatures, the world is currently 1.3 degrees Celsius (2.6 degrees 
Fahrenheit) warmer than global average during pre-industrial times in the 19th century, 
according to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. 
 
“When the atmosphere warms, it can hold more moisture. As a result, it rains more in a warmer 
atmosphere as compared to a world without climate change,” said Mariam Zachariah, with the 
Centre for Environmental Policy at Imperial College London and one of the report’s authors. 
 
Using tested methods to measure climate impacts quickly 
The WWA is a collection of researchers who use peer-reviewed methods to conduct rapid 
studies examining how extreme weather events are linked to climate change. 
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“Anytime we decide to do a study, we know what is the procedure that we have to follow,” said 
Zachariah, who added that they review the findings in house and send some of their analysis for 
peer review, even after an early version is made public. 
 
The speed at which the WWA releases their analysis helps inform the general public about the 
impacts of climate change, according to Zachariah. 
 
“We want people everywhere to know about why something happened in their neighborhood,” 
Zachariah said. “But also be aware about the reasons behind some of the events unfurling 
across the world.” 
 
The WWA often estimates how much worse climate change made a disaster using specific 
probabilities. In this case, though, the researchers said they could not estimate the precise 
contribution of climate change to the storms and ensuing heavy rains because of limitations in 
climate models for the affected islands. 
 
Climate change boosts Asia’s unusually heavy rainfall 
Global warming is a “powerful amplifier” to the deadly floods, typhoons and landslides that have 
ravaged Asia this year, said Jemilah Mahmood, with the Sunway Centre for Planetary Health, a 
Malaysia-based think tank that was not involved with the WWA analysis. 
 
“The region and the world have been on this path because, for decades, economic development 
was prioritized over climate stability,” Mahmood said. “It’s created an accumulated planetary 
debt, and this has resulted in the crisis we face.” 
 
The analysis found that across the affected countries, rapid urbanization, high population 
density and infrastructure in low lying flood plains have elevated exposure to flood events. 
 
“The human toll from cyclones Ditwah and Senyar is staggering,” said Maja Vahlberg, a 
technical adviser with the Red Cross Red Crescent Climate Centre. “Unfortunately, it is the most 
vulnerable people who experience the worst impacts and have the longest road to recovery.” 
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RAPPLER 
 
[Opinion] Climate and corruption, intertwined crises 
By: Tony La Viña 
 
Climate change is the defining crisis of our era, but its worst impacts are intensified by another, 
older crisis: corruption. The two reinforce each other because corrupt practices undermine 
climate science, distort policy choices, and divert resources meant for the public good. 
 
These patterns help explain the disappointing outcomes in Belém, Brazil, which hosted the 30th 
Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC), even as the summit produced one constructive development through the emerging 
just transition mechanism. 
 
Corruption intersects with climate failure in three major ways. The first is the influence of fossil 
fuel companies and their government allies, which obstructs climate ambition. The second is the 
corruption that enables destructive development projects, from mining to land reclamation. The 
third is the misuse of funds in infrastructure and flood control, diverting resources from genuine 
adaptation. Together, these failures constrain what countries bring to multilateral negotiations 
and weaken global climate action. 
 
Fortunately, the UNFCCC and the United Nations Convention against Corruption complement 
each other by highlighting the connection between climate and governance. The climate 
convention provides obligations and pathways for mitigation and adaptation. The anti-corruption 
convention establishes standards for transparency, accountability, and participatory governance. 
 
Together, they encourage states to prevent bribery in environmental permitting, protect climate 
finance from misuse, and ensure meaningful community participation in climate policymaking. 
Both frameworks recognize that corruption weakens institutions and heightens climate 
vulnerability. Clean governance is not an optional add-on. It is essential for a fair transition and 
for achieving ambitious climate goals with public trust. 
 
In the Philippines, we see this convergence happening as well as people see a more wholistic 
understanding of corruption beyond flood control projects. 
 
3 forms of climate corruption 
 
Fossil fuel companies have long known the consequences of their emissions, yet many funded 
disinformation campaigns and lobbied aggressively to block climate regulations. They supported 
think tanks denying climate science, shaped regulatory bodies tasked with overseeing them, 
and financed political campaigns that kept favorable policies in place. Governments extended 
tax incentives, approved new coal and gas projects, and weakened emissions monitoring 
systems meant to protect communities. 
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At Belém, fossil influence was unmistakable. Some delegations included industry executives, 
revealing the depth of corporate penetration in global climate diplomacy. This overshadowed the 
strong presence of indigenous peoples, whose stewardship of forests and ecosystems is critical 
for climate stability. 
 
Still, COP30 advanced the operationalization of a just transition mechanism, designed to 
support workers, communities, and fossil-dependent regions in shifting toward sustainable 
livelihoods grounded in fairness, equity, and social protection. It was one of the summit’s few 
positive breakthroughs. 
 
A second form of corruption arises from oligarchs, irresponsible corporations, and political allies 
who push destructive development. Mining firms often secure permits in fragile watersheds or 
indigenous territories through bribery or falsified consultations and escape accountability for 
spills, siltation, and deforestation. Dam builders rely on political connections to bypass 
environmental impact assessments and ignore downstream risks. Tourism developers clear 
mangroves, reclaim coastlines, and displace fishing communities while obtaining exemptions 
unavailable to ordinary citizens. 
 
At Belém, indigenous leaders demanded full recognition of land rights, protection for 
environmental defenders, and direct access to climate finance. Their advocacy was 
strengthened by the Samdhana Institute, a regional organization supporting indigenous and 
local communities across Southeast Asia. 
 
Despite such strong voices, the final texts did not include stronger safeguards because several 
states resisted them. This illustrates how domestic corruption influences countries’ negotiating 
positions. When elites benefit from destructive projects at home, governments avoid 
commitments that would require regulating these interests. Weak national governance thus 
becomes a global climate obstacle. 
 
The third form of corruption, which has now been exposed in the Philippines, concerns 
infrastructure and flood control programs that are unnecessary, overpriced, or designed to 
generate kickbacks. 
 
Belém did not produce stronger governance safeguards for climate finance, raising the risk that 
future adaptation funds will be similarly vulnerable. Corruption not only wastes money — it 
makes climate risk deadlier, undermines trust, weakens institutions, and ensures that adaptation 
measures remain superficial or counterproductive. 
 
A moral path forward 
The Catholic climate justice movement provided a strong moral voice at Belém, insisting that 
ecological destruction is inseparable from human suffering. Drawing from Laudato Si’, and 
Laudate Deum, church leaders reminded the world that climate change is fundamentally a 
question of ethics, justice, and human dignity. 
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Cardinal Pablo Virgilio David represented this perspective with clarity and courage. At COP30, 
he warned negotiators, “We must not make it too easy to abuse nature.” He affirmed that 
climate change is “an issue of morality,” a reminder that negotiation outcomes affect the poor 
and future generations. 
 
Philippine and regional actors strengthened this moral framing. Aksyon Klima spoke truth to 
power and pushed for our country to act more courageously. ACT 2030, a consortium of think 
tanks from developing countries, contributed policy analysis and accountability tools to keep the 
negotiations development-centered. 
 
My own organization, the Manila Observatory, a member of both Aksyon Klima and ACT 2030 
and a close partner of the Samdhana Institute, sent a four-person delegation and was active in 
the loss and damage and just transition discussions. We provided support to the Philippine 
delegation, civil society, and indigenous peoples. 
 
The official Philippine delegation worked diligently within developing country coalitions. Our 
negotiators were led by Environment Assistant Secretary Noralene Uy, who spoke eloquently for 
a country recently hit by extreme climate events. As always, Philippine negotiator Vice Yu 
tirelessly worked to lead developing countries in the loss and damage and other crucial 
negotiations. 
 
Still, many observers were disappointed that the Philippines did not join the call for a fossil fuel 
phaseout. For a highly vulnerable archipelago, supporting a phaseout would have aligned 
national interest with moral authority. 
 
Belém exposed the weight of corruption and vested interests that continue to impede global 
climate action. Yet the progress on just transition, the moral clarity of leaders like Cardinal 
David, and the presence of civil society organizations point to the possibility of meaningful 
reform. By strengthening transparency, enforcing conflict-of-interest rules, and centering 
indigenous, youth, scientific, and faith communities, the world can turn Belém’s frustrations into 
momentum for cleaner politics, stronger institutions, and a just and liveable future for all. 
 

 

 
8 



CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 
BUSINESS MIRROR 
 
Mutya ng Pilipinas Arianna Charlize Pantaleon is Miss Environment International 2025 
By: C. Mendez Legaspi 
 
The Philippines is on an unprecedented winning streak in the realm of pageantry, with three 
back-to-back victories this year. After Emma Mary Tiglao was crowned by Christine Juliane 
Opiaza at Miss Grand International in Thailand and before Jeanne Isabelle Bilasano 
relinquished her Face of Beauty International title to Nikki Buenafe in Taiwan, Shannon 
Robinson turned over Miss Environment International duties to Arianna Charlize Pantaleon right 
in the homeland. 
 
In its third edition, the India-based Miss Environment International (MEI) 2025 was hosted for 
the first time by the Philippines. It was presented by Trimphus Green Initiatives Co., which is 
owned by socialite-philanthropist Mache Torres, in collaboration with the Climate Change 
Commission of the Philippines. 
 
“The women of MEI represent diverse cultures and perspectives. Yet, they stand united in our 
message protecting the environment is urgent, necessary, and possible when we act together,” 
Torres stressed. “Because our cry is, Climate Action Now, and action starts from ourselves.” 
 
The coronation night was held on November 24 at the grand ballroom of City of Dreams in 
Parañaque City. 
 
A MUTYA FROM CANADA 
 
Pantaleon, 22, represented the Filipino Community of Canada when she won at the Mutya ng 
Pilipinas pageant, run by beauty and charity icon Cory Quirino. She is a model and public 
speaking and communications graduate. She advocates for women empowerment and 
environmental awareness. She bested close to 20 candidates from around the world to win the 
crown of the emerging pageant. 
 
In the semifinal round, Pantaleon noted: 
 
“Our environment is the foundation of our existence. The food that we eat, the water that we 
drink, and the air that we breathe in. Our environment holds us together. 
 
“So, we cannot kill the environment, because if we kill the environment, we kill everything. Our 
environment is becoming more and more fragile. The typhoons are becoming more frequent 
and even stronger. 
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“It destroys lives, homes, and entire communities. So, we have to start thinking. How do we 
want to leave the future generation and the children that rely on our land to survive? The 
choices that we make today decides whether they thrive or they struggle to survive. 
 
“Let us not take the environment for granted. It is a part of us. We are a part of it. So, let’s 
nurture it, care for it, and protect it. Because when we protect the environment, we protect life.” 
 
Pantaleon also won Best in Gown, Best In Swimsuit and Best in National Costume. 
 
WINNING WOMEN 
 
The first runner-up is Trisha Ahwera from Uganda while the second runner-up is Rebecca 
Baptiste from Trinidad & Tobago. 
 
The Top Six included delegates from India (People’s Choice), Vietnam, and USA. In the Top 12 
were Belgium, Netherlands, Zimbabwe, France, Russia and Indonesia. 
 
The special awardees were: Best in Talent – Russia; Miss Popularity – India; Miss Congeniality 
– Belgium; Woman of Resilience – Vietnam; Best in Environment Video Presentation – 
Tatarstan; Woman of Climate Action – Nigeria; Climate Change Champion – United Kingdom; 
Miss Social Media – Netherlands; Miss Photogenic – United Kingdom 
 
WINNING ANSWER 
 
The unstoppable Pantaleon, whose second name Charlize was inspired by Charlize Theron, the 
Oscar-winning South African actress, clinched the crown for her answer to a question posed by 
host Andrew Wolfe: How would you motivate young people to become active environmental 
advocates and carry forward a legacy of sustainable action? 
 
“I say this all the time every time someone asks me, and I will continue to say it, It has to start 
with our education. If I were to give advice to the youth to spend more time about our 
environment, it would have to be because we need to show them the consequences of their 
actions. 
 
“We need to show them that what they are doing, it depends on what happens. So, I think that I 
would advocate for more education within our schools to make sure that they are aware of what 
is happening in the Philippines and all around the world. Thank you so much.” 
 
THANKSGIVING PARTY 
Mutya ng Pilipinas executives Fred Yuzon and Cory Quirino and the queens of 2024 and 2025 
held a thanksgiving and victory party with Pantaleon at CWC Interiors in Makati City on 
December 9. 
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A highlight of the night was when Mutya ng Pilipinas and CWC Interiors handed a donation of 
P1,000.000 to its beneficiary, the Tuloy Foundation, which takes care of disadvantaged youth to 
become productive citizens, 
 
Indeed, Mutya ng Pilipinas remains true to its mantra, “Beauty in Giving.” 
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PAGEONE 
 
CCC Exec Underscores Vice Governors’ Role In Risk Governance 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) highlighted the critical role of vice governors in 
strengthening risk governance and building climate-resilient communities during the 103rd 
Year-End National Assembly of the League of Vice Governors of the Philippines (LVGP) on Dec. 
4-6. 
 
Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje said vice governors occupy “the 
critical intersection where plans meet priorities, where evidence meets action, and where 
strategy becomes alignment across the entire province.” 
 
He said this strategic position enables vice governors to lead efforts that protect lives, sustain 
livelihoods, and secure the future of their provinces. 
 
Borje linked this leadership role to national policy frameworks, particularly the National 
Adaptation Plan (NAP), which guides communities in identifying locally appropriate adaptation 
practices and projects based on specific vulnerabilities. 
 
The NAP, developed under the leadership of President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr., reflects the 
administration’s vision and plan of action for a climate-smart and climate-resilient Philippines. 
 
“These insights allow vice governors to understand —not vaguely, but precisely— what hazards 
your provinces face and how those hazards intersect with population, livelihoods, and 
infrastructure,” he said. 
 
He said Local Climate Change Action Plans (LCCAPs) must be anchored in the NAP to ensure 
provincial strategies are science-driven, evidence-based, and aligned with national priorities. 
Such alignment strengthens risk governance by making adaptation actions responsive, 
measurable, and sustainable. 
 
Borje also highlighted the People’s Survival Fund (PSF) as a key financing mechanism for local 
adaptation initiatives. 
 
From 2023 to 2025, the PSF Board significantly accelerated the approval of projects and Project 
Development Grants, resulting in a sharp increase in fund utilization from just over 30 percent to 
near full commitment. 
 
By May 2024, the initial PHP1-billion allocation had been fully committed and exceeded by 
PHP321.6 million. 
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To sustain this expanded pipeline, an additional PHP1 billion was appropriated under the 2025 
GAA, bringing the portfolio to 15 projects and nine PDGs with a total value of approximately 
PHP1.4 billion. 
 
“These developments make the PSF a more accessible and reliable financing option, helping 
local governments secure funds to strengthen climate resilience in their communities,” he said. 
 
However, Borje acknowledged that there continues to be room for growth and development in 
the PSF application process. 
 
He underscored the CCC’s commitment to sustain joint efforts with the PSF Board Chair and 
Secretariat Department of Finance and PSF Board members to explore ways of further 
improving and strengthening application and implementation support mechanisms for LGUs. 
 
While urging vice governors to continue championing resilience and good governance, Borje 
also underscored the importance of a whole-of-government and whole-of-society approaches to 
help ensure that government processes and systems remain responsive to the needs of local 
communitieso and lead to more robust, sustainable development and climate resilience. 
 
The LVGP, a national organization composed of Vice Governors from across the country, 
provides a platform for members to share experiences, discuss common challenges, coordinate 
policies, and exchange best practices to strengthen governance at the provincial level. 
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PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY 
 
Bryan Bagunas: Carrying the Flag, Championing Climate Action 
 
Professional volleyball player and climate advocate Bryan Bagunas proudly carried the 
Philippine flag at the opening ceremony of the 32nd Southeast Asian Games (SEA Games), 
alongside tennis star Alex Eala, at the Rajamangala National Stadium in Bangkok. 
 
More than a ceremonial honor, Bagunas’ role as flag bearer represents a broader victory for the 
Philippines—one where athletic excellence converges with purpose-driven advocacy. A 
committed climate advocate, Bagunas is one of the Filipino athletes who are using their 
platforms to advance the intersection of sports and climate action, while promoting sustainability 
within sporting communities. 
 
By leading the Philippine delegation, Bagunas embodies resilience, discipline, and collective 
responsibility—values that echo the country’s continuing push for climate action and sustainable 
development. His presence on the international stage sends a powerful message: Filipino 
athletes can be champions not only in competition, but also in advancing causes that protect 
people, communities, and the future. 
 
Reflecting on his journey, Bagunas underscored the growing impact of hosting and participating 
in international tournaments in the Philippines. 
 
“Actually, sobrang naging malaking impact yung pagdadala ng mga international tournaments 
sa ating [bansang] Pilipinas,” he shared. “Siyempre, nagpapasalamat tayo sa PNVF at sa lahat 
ng sumusuporta sa Philippine volleyball. Kung hindi dahil sa kanila, hindi tayo mapapansin.” 
 
Bagunas began his volleyball career with the National University (NU) Bulldogs, leading the 
team to back-to-back championships in the University Athletic Association of the Philippines 
(UAAP) Men’s Volleyball League in Seasons 80 and 81. He was named Finals Most Valuable 
Player in both seasons, earned the Best Server award three consecutive times from Seasons 
79 to 81, and capped off his UAAP stint in Season 81 as Season MVP. 
 
Beyond the collegiate stage, Bagunas made his mark in the regional arena as a key member of 
the Philippine Men’s Volleyball Team, contributing to the country’s historic silver medal finish at 
the SEA Games 2019—its first podium finish since 2005. His performance drew international 
attention, leading to a stint with Oita Miyoshi Weisse Adler in Japan in mid-2019. In August 
2022, he joined Taichung Win Streak, where he earned the Most Valuable Player award in 
Taiwan’s Top Volleyball League (TVL) Season 2022–2023 as an outside hitter. 
 
Beyond volleyball, the 6-foot-5 outside hitter has emerged as a passionate advocate for climate 
action. Having witnessed firsthand the devastating impacts of typhoons across the Philippines, 
Bagunas continues to highlight the urgent need to address improper waste management and 

 
14 

https://pia.gov.ph/features/bryan-bagunas-carrying-the-flag-championing-climate-action/


strengthen climate resilience in communities—anchoring his advocacy as a climate champion in 
the making. 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) stands with Filipino athletes like Bryan Bagunas, 
whose moments on the global stage demonstrate how sports can amplify climate awareness, 
inspire collective action, and rally Filipinos toward a more sustainable and climate-resilient 
future. 
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PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY 
 
CCC taps SUCs to localize, accelerate climate actions 
By: Marita Moaje 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) has called on State Universities and Colleges (SUCs) 
to take a central role in implementing and localizing the National Adaptation Plan (NAP), 
referring to them as the backbone of climate resilience. 
 
At the Knowledge Exchange Forum on Tuesday in Quezon City, CCC Vice Chairperson and 
Executive Director Robert Borje said local government units (LGUs) and residents trust SUCs, 
and the partnership between them should be strengthened. 
 
“We cannot and must not close our eyes to the important role of State Universities and 
Colleges. And I'll be very frank, the reason why we want this is because we know that you play 
a key role in not just localizing the NAP, but the bigger vision is that our State Universities and 
Colleges play the key role of really strengthening the resilience of our communities,” he said. 
 
“We have utmost respect for State Universities and Colleges officials because kayo po ang 
pinagkakatiwalaan ng ating mga LGUs. At bukod pa dun (our LGUs trust you. And aside from 
that), it is critical and important that you play a role because in the greater scheme of things, as 
what I've said earlier, you're a strategic partner." 
 
Borje outlined five key priorities for SUC, including strengthening climate data systems, 
deepening SUC-LGU partnerships, applying futures thinking, scaling proven climate solutions, 
and improving access to climate finance. 
 
Borje added SUCs could also help scale proven solutions like nature-based interventions, 
climate-smart agriculture, and resilient infrastructure, and ensure access to climate finance 
through technically sound proposals. 
 
Meanwhile, Senator Loren Legarda, principal author of the Climate Change Act, also called for 
urgent, inclusive climate action with SUCs, highlighting the Philippines as the world’s most 
disaster-prone country and citing this year’s 23 typhoons. 
 
She also warned that climate change could slash gross domestic product by 13.6 percent by 
2040 if adaptation measures are delayed. 
 
With this, Legarda challenged SUCs and higher education institutions to take leadership roles. 
 
“Mainstream climate education across all disciplines —not as an elective, but as a core 
competency for every graduate. Establish Climate Innovation Hubs in every region. Lead by 
example —ensure that every campus activity, event, and operation is net zero, single-use 
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plastic-free, and sustainability-driven. Serve as climate data and analytics centers for your 
regions,” she said. 
 
Commission on Higher Education (CHED) Chairperson Shirley Agrupis, meanwhile, 
underscored the importance of translating climate knowledge into action. 
 
She also concurred with Legarda that knowledge of climate change should not be confined to 
the classroom. 
 
“I would like to emphasize that climate change really is an unpredictable disaster in our midst,” 
she said. 
 
“In all aspects of our life, climate change plays a very crucial effect on our daily living, and the 
state universities and colleges play a very vital role." 
 
During the forum, the CCC, CHED, the Philippine Association of State Universities and 
Colleges, and the Union of Local Authorities of the Philippines signed a commitment to action to 
advance climate education, research, and LGU collaboration. 
 
CCC Commissioner Rachel Herrera, meanwhile, said SUCs are the translators of climate 
science for communities. 
 
She underscored the need to affirm the transformative role of academic institutions, adding that 
if people invest trust in climate resilient development, the returns will be measured not only in 
reports and in indicators, but in lives and livelihoods protected. 
 
“You are more than educators. You are climate stewards, resilience builders, and future 
shapers. Let us move from knowledge to action. From planning to practice. From vulnerability to 
resilience,” Herrera told SUC officials. 
 

=END= 
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