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DAILY GUARDIAN 
 
UK partnership boosts Philippines’ net-zero energy push 
 
The United Kingdom reaffirmed its support for the Philippines’ clean energy transition with the 
launch of a new initiative to accelerate the country’s path to net-zero emissions. 
 
MANILA STANDARD 
 
Climate-resilient energy infra pushed 
By: Alena Mae S. Flores 
 
The Philippines is making the development of climate-resilient energy infrastructure a national 
imperative, especially for the nation highly vulnerable to climate change. 
 
PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY 
 
PH summit ends with resolution declaring climate emergency 
By: Ernie Delgado 
 
A major resolution came out of the National Summit on Climate and Disaster Emergency in 
Legazpi City on November 27, offering hope to a nation often hit by climate-related disasters. 
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PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY 
 
Lawmaker, LGU want Mangabul Reservation in Pangasinan reclassified 
By: Hilda Austria 
 
Pangasinan 3rd District Rep. Rachel Arenas and the municipal government of this town are 
pushing for the reclassification of Mangabul Reservation into alienable and disposable land of 
the public domain for the purpose of redistributing it to the farmers and occupants who have 
been residing there for a long time. 

 
THE MANILA TIMES 
 
3 weather systems prevail over PH —Pagasa 
By: Arlie O. Calalo 
 
Three prevailing weather systems—shear line, northeast monsoon, and localized 
thunderstorms—would bring rain and thunderstorms in the country over the next 24 hours, the 
state weather bureau said on Wednesday. 
 

CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 

BUSINESS MIRROR 
 
Samsung innovation contest awards top prize to Cavite high school students for 
mangrove-monitoring solution  
By: Edg Adrian A. Eva 
 
A group of high school students from Cavite was hailed on Tuesday as the grand prize winner of 
the 2025 Samsung Philippines “Solve for Tomorrow” innovation contest for their solar-powered 
device that helps prevent mangrove degradation.  
 
PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
 
Loren Legarda rallies SUCs in Climate Adaptation Forum 
By: Jan Escosio 
 
Sen. Loren Legarda, principal author of the Climate Change Act and long time champion of 
environmental protection, issued a powerful call to action as keynote speaker at the Knowledge 
Exchange Forum with State Universities and Colleges (SUCs) on the Localization of the 
National Adaptation Plan (NAP) of the Philippines 2023-2050, held Tuesday, December 9 at the 
GT–Toyota Asian Center Auditorium, University of the Philippines Diliman. 
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PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY 
 
CCC exec underscores vice governors’ role in risk governance 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) highlighted the critical role of vice governors in 
strengthening risk governance and building climate-resilient communities during the 103rd 
Year-End National Assembly of the League of Vice Governors of the Philippines (LVGP) on Dec. 
4-6. 
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DAILY GUARDIAN 
 
UK partnership boosts Philippines’ net-zero energy push 
 
The United Kingdom reaffirmed its support for the Philippines’ clean energy transition with the 
launch of a new initiative to accelerate the country’s path to net-zero emissions. 
 
Speaking at the rollout of the UK Partnering for Accelerated Climate Transitions (PACT) on Dec. 
2 at The Peninsula Manila, Energy Regulatory Commission (ERC) chairperson and chief 
executive officer Atty. Francis Saturnino C. Juan said the program marks a major step toward a 
more sustainable national energy strategy. 
 
“We are here to launch a new reality for the Philippines: a tangible, operational net-zero future,” 
Juan said. 
 
The UK Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office and the Department for Energy 
Security and Net Zero fund UK PACT. 
 
The program provides technical assistance and long-term planning frameworks for countries, 
including the Philippines, that are working to reduce carbon emissions. 
 
Juan praised the United Kingdom’s leadership in offshore wind development and described it as 
a model for the Philippines to follow. 
 
“The UK created the blueprint. You proved it could work at scale. You drove down costs by over 
60%. You have the scars, the lessons, and the success,” he said. 
 
Organizers unveiled three new tools developed under the UK PACT initiative: an offshore wind 
pricing model, a system cost simulation tool, and a marine spatial planning tool. 
 
The tools are designed to help Philippine agencies and developers assess feasibility, costs, and 
environmental considerations as the country expands its renewable energy portfolio. 
 
The ERC said the tools are timely and will be critical in guiding the country’s energy transition, 
especially in offshore wind, which is considered a promising resource for the Philippine 
archipelago. 
 
Juan emphasized the need for unified government action and said the ERC is ready to provide 
regulatory support. 
 
“The New ERC is ready. We are streamlined, united, and eager to facilitate the country’s 
accelerated climate transition,” he said. 
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The launch also highlighted the importance of collaboration among local agencies, technical 
partners, and international stakeholders in advancing a low-carbon, climate-resilient future.
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MANILA STANDARD 
 
Climate-resilient energy infra pushed 
By: Alena Mae S. Flores 
 
The Philippines is making the development of climate-resilient energy infrastructure a national 
imperative, especially for the nation highly vulnerable to climate change. 
 
The Department of Energy (DOE) said it is prioritizing energy security that provides for 
infrastructure resilience against extreme weather conditions, Undersecretary Mylene Capongcol 
said at the 2025 Energy Security Forum Tuesday. 
 
Capongcol said that every destruction in fuel supply, every spike in global prices and every 
extreme weather event directly threatens the economy, communities and most vulnerable 
citizens. “Typhoons, floods, heat waves and droughts increasingly test not only our 
infrastructure but our national resilience as well,” she said. 
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PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY 
 
PH summit ends with resolution declaring climate emergency 
By: Ernie Delgado 
 
A major resolution came out of the National Summit on Climate and Disaster Emergency in 
Legazpi City on November 27, offering hope to a nation often hit by climate-related disasters. 
 
After two days of discussions, the summit concluded with a resolution urging Congress to 
declare a climate and disaster emergency in the Philippines and to establish a program to 
mitigate and manage its impacts.  
 
The resolution also reaffirmed the Philippines’ call for solutions that tackle the root causes of 
climate change while prioritizing the needs of those most affected, who often contribute the least 
to the problem.  
 
Moreover, it called for the integration of risk management into all public policy, planning, 
budgeting, and investment decisions from the very beginning, rather than treating it as an 
afterthought.  
 
During a press conference, Manuel Rangasa, executive director of Local Climate Change 
Adaptation for Development, announced that Albay lawmakers will sponsor a bill in Congress 
based on the resolution.  
 
“The three House members from Albay—Adrian Salceda, Carlos Andes Loria, and Krisel 
Lagman—will introduce this, followed by other legislators who are committed to declaring a 
climate and disaster emergency in the Philippines,” he said at the end of the summit, which 
brought together government and business leaders, scientists, and civil society to expedite the 
country’s action against climate change.  
 
The passage of the bill would signify that the government acknowledges the realities of global 
warming and climate change and recognizes the need to develop appropriate programs, he 
explained.  
 
Rangasa clarified that this declaration would differ from the state of national calamity recently 
issued by President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. due to severe weather events in the country.  
 
“In a state of calamity, the funds used come from local sources, relying on the General 
Appropriations Act and local government funds,” he noted in a mix of English and Filipino. “That 
money is quickly exhausted.”  
 
“However, if there is a declaration of a climate emergency in the Philippines, based on the 
United Nations Framework Convention in response to the Paris Agreement, all participating 
countries under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UFCCC) have 
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obligations and responsibilities towards nations that call for a climate emergency,” Rangasa 
explained.  
 
In essence, the declaration of a climate disaster emergency would ensure guaranteed funding, 
not only from the Philippine government but also from developed countries that are parties to 
the UFCCC, he said.  
 
Rangasa emphasized that while the Department of Environment and Natural Resources has 
identified 18 provinces as being most vulnerable to the impacts of climate change, the resolution 
encompasses all regions of the country.  
 
“In this resolution, no area is excluded; we are all vulnerable due to the continuous cycle of 
typhoons and disasters,” he stated.  
 
Later, in a Facebook post, Rangasa highlighted that “the Philippines was once again ranked as 
the world’s most disaster-prone country according to the latest World Risk Index.”  
 
“Recent disasters, [ranging] from destructive typhoons to massive flooding, further underscore 
the urgent need to mobilize climate and disaster finance, strengthen local governance, and 
foster whole-of-society collaboration,” he said. 
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PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY 
 
Lawmaker, LGU want Mangabul Reservation in Pangasinan reclassified 
By: Hilda Austria 
 
Pangasinan 3rd District Rep. Rachel Arenas and the municipal government of this town are 
pushing for the reclassification of Mangabul Reservation into alienable and disposable land of 
the public domain for the purpose of redistributing it to the farmers and occupants who have 
been residing there for a long time. 
 
Arenas filed House Bill No. 27 on June 30 this year for the reclassification of the Mangabul 
Reservation, and it was recently passed at the committee level. 
 
Under the house bill, the land shall be distributed in ownership to bona fide and long- term 
farmers or occupants, but the existing creeks in the same area shall be given usufruct to the 
municipality of Bayambang, provided that the said bona fide and long-term farmers or 
occupants shall manage and develop the said creeks upon payment by them of reasonable 
compensation to said municipality. 
 
As of 2021, there were 1,196 farmers or occupants on the land, and the number is expected to 
have increased. 
 
It added the scheme of distribution of the land, including the identities of the bona fide and 
long-term farmers or occupants shall be prepared by a committee which shall be composed of 
the representative of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources as chairperson; 
the representative of the Department of Agrarian Reform as vice chairperson; and the mayor of 
Bayambang, the head of the farmer's organization, and the provincial director of the Philippine 
National Police, as members. 
 
"The scheme of distribution shall include the technical description of each lot pertaining to each 
of the farmers or occupants, following the boundaries of existing integrated social forestry 
stewardship and or similar contracts that may have been awarded in their favor; provided that 
said scheme of distribution shall be as equitable without gross disparities among the awardees," 
it added. 
 
Dr. Cezar Quiambao, special assistant to the mayor of Bayambang, Mary Clare Judith Phyllis 
“Niña” Jose-Quiambao, said in an interview on Tuesday that the reclassification of the Mangabul 
Reservation would be beneficial both to the farmer-occupants and the local government unit 
(LGU). 
 
"If it is declared as alienable and disposable, all the farmers who are there will benefit. As a 
matter of fact, they already know the measurements of the land where they have been planting. 
Because that's the only way to determine how you will distribute this later. So, it's already 
prepared. They already have their own measurements," Quiambao said, referring to the land 
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survey conducted several years ago when they first attempted to ask for the reservation's 
reclassification. 
 
He added that once the law is passed, the farmers or occupants just have to apply for titling. 
 
"They will get a tax declaration. They will pay back taxes. So, it's a big revenue of the local 
government. You know, if this happens, it will have a big impact on the economy. Second, every 
farmer will have their own title," he said. 
 
Farmers may opt to continue planting on the land, sell their land, or rent it out, or leave it as an 
inheritance to their children. 
 
"Now, if there's a transaction, every transaction on the land, there's a real property tax, there's a 
transfer tax, there's a capital gains tax. There will be a lot of benefits here. So, not only for the 
residents, but also for the government," he added. 
 
Quiambao said farmers in the reservation are planting mostly onions, rice, and other crops. 
 
"Maybe, they can work together and have a cooperative so that we can have corporate 
farming," he said, adding that roads are being built in the area to ensure accessibility and 
mobility of the crops. 
 
The reservation in Barangay San Gabriel 2nd has an area of around 2,059 hectares, and is 
designated by the Bureau of Lands Survey as Insular Public Domain (IPD-92), according to 
House Bill No. 127. 
 
It used to be partly forested and partly a lake, and in 1993 was declared a public reservation 
through Act No. 4041, which awarded the usufructuary rights to the municipality of Bayambang 
that was later on terminated by a court order, over the fishery area commonly referred to as the 
Mangabul Fishery Reservation, the bill stated. 
 
Slowly but with steady progression over the period of more than 60 years, the forested portions 
were converted to agricultural cultivation, and the constant accumulation of silt and lahar from 
Mt. Pinatubo, has decreased the fishery area into a few shallow creeks during the dry season. 
 
It later on became a farmland and residential area, but controversies arose. 
 
A law is needed for its reclassification to put an end to the legal issues involved and the agrarian 
unrest in the area, and to promote peace, security and greater production within the community, 
consistent with law and the requirements of environmental conservation, according to Arenas' 
house bill. 
 
The reclassification of the land has been urged since the 9th Congress. The farthest it reached 
was 18th Congress, when it passed the Third Reading in the House of Representatives, was 
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duly transmitted to the Senate, where it was deliberated on in the Senate Committee on 
Environment, Natural Resources and Climate Change, but has not been completed due to time 
constraints. 

 
 

 

 
11 



THE MANILA TIMES 
 
3 weather systems prevail over PH —Pagasa 
By: Arlie O. Calalo 
 
Three prevailing weather systems—shear line, northeast monsoon, and localized 
thunderstorms—would bring rain and thunderstorms in the country over the next 24 hours, the 
state weather bureau said on Wednesday. 
 
Weather specialist Loriedin Dela Cruz-Galicia of the Philippine Atmospheric Geophysical and 
Astronomical Services Administration (Pagasa) said in a 5 a.m. briefing that they have not 
monitored any low-pressure area forming within the Philippine Area of Responsibility. 
 
But according to Pagasa, the provinces of Cagayan, Isabela, Quirino, and Aurora will likely have 
cloudy skies with scattered rains and isolated thunderstorms due to the convergence of hot and 
cold air or shear line. 
 
“Flash floods or landslides due to moderate to at times heavy rains would be possible in those 
areas,” the Pagasa forecaster warned. 
 
The northeast monsoon, locally known as amihan—the cool and dry northeast wind from Siberia 
and China, and blows down to Southeast Asia—has been affecting Ilocos Region, Cordillera 
Administrative Region, and the rest of Cagayan Valley, where overcast skies with rains would 
prevail. 
 
Meanwhile, Metro Manila and the rest of the country would be experiencing partly cloudy to 
cloudy skies with isolated rain showers or thunderstorms due to the localized thunderstorm 
within the 24-hour forecast, Pagasa’s 5 a.m. advisory said. 
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CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 

BUSINESS MIRROR 
 
Samsung innovation contest awards top prize to Cavite high school students for 
mangrove-monitoring solution  
By: Edg Adrian A. Eva 
 
A group of high school students from Cavite was hailed on Tuesday as the grand prize winner of 
the 2025 Samsung Philippines “Solve for Tomorrow” innovation contest for their solar-powered 
device that helps prevent mangrove degradation.  
 
Out of over 350 entries and 10 finalists from science high schools across the country, the young 
Caviteño innovators from Cavite Science Integrated School prevailed in the third iteration of the 
competition, AA M. Abjelina, head of public relations and corporate social responsibility (CSR) 
for Samsung Philippines, told BusinessWorld.  
 
Project leader Harly P. Bautista said their winning entry, called “Mangrove Health Monitor 
(MaHeMo),” is a low-cost, solar-powered floating device that provides communities with 
early-warning monitoring of mangrove health.  
 
It uses sensors to monitor the mangrove’s water salinity, pH, and temperature, which can help 
indicate if the mangroves are at risk of damage.  
 
“If it detects that the mangroves are slowly declining, it can send early warning signs to a 
dashboard through LoRa (Long Range) and notify communities and local government units, so 
they can take action and prevent damage,” Ms. Bautista said.  
 
She added that the project was inspired by her desire to protect mangroves, which are facing 
decline, as her family personally benefits from the resources they provide. The mangroves 
support her family and community by serving as a habitat for various fish species and as a 
natural barrier against flooding caused by storms.  
 
A report from the Climate Change Commission said that the Philippines has lost a significant 
portion of its mangrove forest over the past century. From an estimated 450,000 hectares in 
1920, coverage declined to 317,500 hectares by 1990 and further decreased to 311,400 
hectares in the most recent statistics.  
 
The team has already created a model of MaHeMo and will conduct its first field testing in the 
project leader’s hometown.  
 
Following their win, the team’s school will receive P500,000 worth of Samsung devices, while 
four team members and their adviser will receive P250,000 worth of Samsung devices. The 
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team members will also receive P100,000 in cash, and their adviser will receive P30,000 in 
cash.  
 
The second-prize winner, also from Cavite Science Integrated School, will receive P300,000 
worth of Samsung devices for their school, P250,000 worth of Samsung devices for the team 
and their teacher, and a cash prize of P70,000 for the team members and P25,000 for the 
teacher adviser.  
 
The third-prize winner, from Tuguegarao City Science High School, will also receive a similar set 
of prizes which include gadgets and cash.  
 
Meanwhile, Ms. Abjelina said Samsung’s science, technology, engineering, and mathematics 
(STEM)-based competition encourages students to participate in solving community challenges 
by creating tech solutions.  
 
“We don’t develop technology for the sake of it. We want our technology to really make people’s 
lives better. That is why in this contest, we also encourage students to do the same,” Ms. 
Abjelina said.  
 
The “Solve for Tomorrow 2025” competition is fully funded by Samsung Electronics, Ms. Abjelina 
added, and the company plans to continue the annual contest next year, again engaging public 
science high schools across the country. 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
 
Loren Legarda rallies SUCs in Climate Adaptation Forum 
By: Jan Escosio 
 
Sen. Loren Legarda, principal author of the Climate Change Act and long time champion of 
environmental protection, issued a powerful call to action as keynote speaker at the Knowledge 
Exchange Forum with State Universities and Colleges (SUCs) on the Localization of the 
National Adaptation Plan (NAP) of the Philippines 2023-2050, held Tuesday, December 9 at the 
GT–Toyota Asian Center Auditorium, University of the Philippines Diliman. 
 
Hosted by the Climate Change Commission (CCC) in partnership with the Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), the forum convened presidents and 
representatives of SUCs, along with national government agencies, to advance the localization 
of the country’s first NAP, adopted through Commission Resolution No. 2024-003 and submitted 
to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) in May 2024. 
 
Legarda underscored the urgency of decisive, inclusive climate action, citing the Philippines’ 
ranking as the world’s most disaster-prone country in the 2025 World Risk Index. 
 
“When I authored the Climate Change Act in 2009, many questioned its relevance. Today, those 
questions have been answered by the relentless force of nature—and the numbers speak for 
themselves. This year, 23 typhoons have already entered our country, surpassing the average 
of 20 typhoons per year. Hundreds of lives have been lost, and the losses and damages have 
reached billions of pesos,” Legarda said. 
 
The four-term senator warned that without urgent adaptation measures, climate change could 
reverse decades of development gains. 
 
‘Urgent action’ 
 
“Without urgent action, climate change could slash our GDP by 13.6% by 2040, with the poorest 
among us suffering the most. The localization of our National Adaptation Plan is our collective 
mission to turn this devastating trajectory around,” Legarda declared. 
 
With the theme, “From Knowledge to Action: Championing the Role of the State Universities 
and Colleges for Accelerated Climate Action,” the forum highlighted SUCs as vital knowledge 
hubs that support LGUs in conducting climate risk assessments and developing adaptation 
plans. 
 
Legarda challenged SUCs and higher education institutions to take leadership roles. 
 
“Mainstream climate education across all disciplines—not as an elective, but as a core 
competency for every graduate. Establish Climate Innovation Hubs in every region. Lead by 
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example—ensure that every campus activity, event, and operation is net zero, single-use 
plastic-free, and sustainability-driven. Serve as climate data and analytics centers for your 
regions,” Legarda urged. 
 
She further stressed that climate localization is as much a human undertaking as it is a scientific 
or institutional one. 
 
“It involves listening to communities, empowering women and youth, and ensuring that no one is 
left behind. It means simplifying science without diluting its urgency. It means communicating 
early warnings in ways that are understood, believed, and acted upon,” Legarda explained. 
 
The expected outcomes of the forum include a Call to Action for SUCs to strengthen their 
climate commitments, the Signing of a Commitment to Action by SUCs with the Department of 
the Interior and Local Government – Local Government Academy (DILG LGA) and the Union of 
Local Authorities of the Philippines (ULAP) in support of LGUs’ NAP localization efforts, and the 
Creation of a coordination platform linking LGUs, SUCs, Leagues, and Regional Development 
Councils (RDCs) to integrate NAP aligned measures into Local Climate Change Action Plans 
(LCCAPs). 
 
Legarda closed her keynote by reaffirming the transformative role of academic institutions as 
climate stewards. 
 
“To our SUC presidents, deans, faculty, and students: you are more than educators. You are 
climate stewards, resilience builders, and future shapers. The NAP localization is a national 
endeavor, but it will be realized through your leadership in every region, in every locality. Let us 
move from knowledge to action. From planning to practice. From vulnerability to resilience,” 
Legarda concluded. 
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PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY 
 
CCC exec underscores vice governors’ role in risk governance 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) highlighted the critical role of vice governors in 
strengthening risk governance and building climate-resilient communities during the 103rd 
Year-End National Assembly of the League of Vice Governors of the Philippines (LVGP) on Dec. 
4-6. 
 
Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje said vice governors occupy “the 
critical intersection where plans meet priorities, where evidence meets action, and where 
strategy becomes alignment across the entire province.” 
 
He said this strategic position enables vice governors to lead efforts that protect lives, sustain 
livelihoods, and secure the future of their provinces. 
 
Borje linked this leadership role to national policy frameworks, particularly the National 
Adaptation Plan (NAP), which guides communities in identifying locally appropriate adaptation 
practices and projects based on specific vulnerabilities. 
 
The NAP, developed under the leadership of President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr., reflects the 
administration’s vision and plan of action for a climate-smart and climate-resilient Philippines. 
 
“These insights allow vice governors to understand —not vaguely, but precisely— what hazards 
your provinces face and how those hazards intersect with population, livelihoods, and 
infrastructure,” he said. 
 
He said Local Climate Change Action Plans (LCCAPs) must be anchored in the NAP to ensure 
provincial strategies are science-driven, evidence-based, and aligned with national priorities. 
Such alignment strengthens risk governance by making adaptation actions responsive, 
measurable, and sustainable. 
 
Borje also highlighted the People’s Survival Fund (PSF) as a key financing mechanism for local 
adaptation initiatives. 
 
From 2023 to 2025, the PSF Board significantly accelerated the approval of projects and Project 
Development Grants, resulting in a sharp increase in fund utilization from just over 30 percent to 
near full commitment. 
 
By May 2024, the initial PHP1-billion allocation had been fully committed and exceeded by 
PHP321.6 million. 
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To sustain this expanded pipeline, an additional PHP1 billion was appropriated under the 2025 
GAA, bringing the portfolio to 15 projects and nine PDGs with a total value of approximately 
PHP1.4 billion. 
 
“These developments make the PSF a more accessible and reliable financing option, helping 
local governments secure funds to strengthen climate resilience in their communities,” he said. 
 
However, Borje acknowledged that there continues to be room for growth and development in 
the PSF application process. 
 
He underscored the CCC’s commitment to sustain joint efforts with the PSF Board Chair and 
Secretariat Department of Finance and PSF Board members to explore ways of further 
improving and strengthening application and implementation support mechanisms for LGUs. 
 
While urging vice governors to continue championing resilience and good governance, Borje 
also underscored the importance of a whole-of-government and whole-of-society approaches to 
help ensure that government processes and systems remain responsive to the needs of local 
communitieso and lead to more robust, sustainable development and climate resilience. 
 
The LVGP, a national organization composed of Vice Governors from across the country, 
provides a platform for members to share experiences, discuss common challenges, coordinate 
policies, and exchange best practices to strengthen governance at the provincial level. 
 

=END= 
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