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Temperature in parts of PH expected to dip to 7.9 °C in early 2026: PAGASA
By: Katrina Domingo,

Parts of the Philippines may experience a drop in temperature to as low as 7.9-degrees Celcius
in the first 2 months of 2026, the state weather bureau said on Monday.

AL JAZEERA

Indonesia counts human cost as more climate change warnings sounded

Nearly 1,000 people have been killed, and close to one million displaced, Indonesia has said a
week after torrential rains triggered catastrophic floods and landslides.
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DOE gathers stakeholders to discuss Waste-to-Energy bill

The Department of Energy (DOE), in coordination with the Presidential Legislative Liaison Office
(PLLO), hosted a multistakeholder forum to advance dialogue on the proposed Waste-to-Energy
(WTE) Bill—an effort to tackle both solid waste management and sustainable energy
generation.

GMA NEWS

PAGASA: One more tropical cyclone may hit PH before 2025 ends

One more tropical cyclone may enter the Philippine Area of Responsibility before 2025 comes to
a close, the state weather bureau said on Monday.

PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER

Corruption and climate (in)justice (1)
By: Rufa Cagoco-Guiam

Corruption kills. Insatiable greed among our government officials and their capitalist
collaborators has caused misery and death to vulnerable groups, especially those who live near
mountainous areas whose forest cover has been lost to rapacious past logging and mining
activities.

CCC IN THE NEWS:

BUSINESS MIRROR

‘FIT not consumers’ burden, even boosts public savings’
By: Lenie Lectura

FEED-in-Tariff (FIT), a price subsidy mechanism designed to accelerate renewable energy (RE)
investments in the country, is not a burden to consumers, according to energy expert Atty. Jay
Layug.

DAILY GUARDIAN

CCC highlights vice governors’ role in risk governance

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) underscored the vital role of vice governors in
advancing risk governance and building climate-resilient communities during the 103rd
Year-End National Assembly of the League of Vice Governors of the Philippines (LVGP).
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New scholars to lead climate, disaster risk solutions

The Climate Change Commission (CCC), in partnership with the Asian Institute of Management
(AIM) and with the support of Senator Loren Legarda, has formally welcomed a new batch of
scholars under the Sustainable Leadership Learning on Climate and Disaster Risk Reduction
(SLL-CDRR) Scholarship Program.

DAILY TRIBUNE

Women, youth climate champions recognized at Philippine Resilience Awards 2025
By: Lade Jean Kabagani

Women and young leaders making waves in climate and disaster resilience were honored at the
Philippine Resilience Awards (PRA) 2025, held at the Philippine Normal University in Manila as
part of the 18th Global Warming and Climate Change Consciousness Week.

DZRH

Lawmaker pushes hazard mapping bill to strengthen disaster preparedness
By: Mary Antalan

Parafiaque 2nd District Rep. Brian Yamsuan is pushing House Bill 4035, or the “National
Multi-Hazard Mapping Act”, in Congress to boost the country’s disaster preparedness.

PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY

Women and Youth Climate Resilience Leaders Honored at Philippine Resilience Awards
2025

The Philippine Resilience Awards (PRA) honored three women and five young climate
champions whose initiatives are strengthening resilience in their communities. The ceremony
was held at the Philippine Normal University in Manila as part of the 18th Global Warming and
Climate Change Consciousness Week (CCC Week).

THE MANILA TIMES

CCC rallies multi-sectoral partners for unified climate action

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) continues to strengthen the country’s climate agenda
through a whole-of-nation approach that brings government, academe, civil society, and the
private sector into unified action toward a climate-resilient Philippines.
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LGUs lead renewable energy transition efforts in Asean
By: Leander C. Domingo

Local government units (LGUs) are leading the energy transition efforts by adopting renewable
energy (RE), the highlight of the second installment of the Philippine Energy Transition Dialogue
2025 in Quezon City.

Information and Knowledge Management Division
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Temperature in parts of PH expected to dip to 7.9 °C in early 2026: PAGASA
By: Katrina Domingo,

Parts of the Philippines may experience a drop in temperature to as low as 7.9-degrees Celcius
in the first 2 months of 2026, the state weather bureau said on Monday.

The “peak season” of the cold, dry Northeast Monsoon usually happens in the first two months
of the year,” said Ana Liza Solis, PAGASA Climate Monitoring and Prediction Section Chief.

“Mas lalamig pa po sa susunod na weeks and months, between 11.4 to 14.3- degrees Celcius
yung forecast temperature ng PAGASA ngayong December, and then between 7.9 to
11.8-degrees Celcius mula January to February 2026,” she told state television PTV.

“‘Medyo mas malamig pa at mararanasan po natin yung mga tinatawag na cold surges,” she
said.

PAGASA, however, warned the public — especially in cool areas — that the Philippines may
also experience frosts early next year.

“Possible din po yung formation ng mga frost so posibleng makaapekto sa kanilang mga
pananim... so ibayo din po nating pinag iingat ang mga kababayan natin doon,” she said.
Meantime, the Philippines is also expected to experience a “short-lived La Nifa” that may last
up to 6 months, Solis said.

“Ang ibig sabihin lang po nito ay ito yung malawakang pag-init ng temperature ng dagat
Pasipiko na malapit sa atin,” she said.

“Posibleng epekto nito sa raifall pattern sa ating bansa ay medyo mas mataas yung tiyansa na
mayroon tayong matatanggap na maraming ulan kaysa sa karamihan,” she said.

“‘Nandiyan po yung banta ng mataas na pagdami ng ulan. Magiging prevalent po at madalas
yung mararanasan natin na rain-bearing systems, lalo na po yung shear line, very prevalent po
siya ngayon,” she added.

The short-lived La Nifa will most likely affect nearly the entire country, especially those on the
eastern sea board, Solis said.
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Indonesia counts human cost as more climate change warnings sounded

Nearly 1,000 people have been killed, and close to one million displaced, Indonesia has said a
week after torrential rains triggered catastrophic floods and landslides.

The National Disaster Management Agency (BNPB) reported late on Sunday that 961 people
had been killed, with 234 people missing and about 5,000 injured across the Aceh, North
Sumatra and West Sumatra provinces.

The agency also recorded damage to more than 156,000 homes, and 975,075 people had
taken refuge in temporary shelters.

Floodwaters have begun to recede in several coastal districts, although large areas in the
central highlands are still cut off, BNPB said. However, heavy rain is forecast for parts of the
island in the coming days, raising concerns for displaced people.

Indonesia’s rainy season, which usually peaks between November and April, frequently brings
severe flooding.

Environmental groups and disaster specialists have warned for years that rapid deforestation,
unregulated development and degraded river basins have increased the risks.

Several other countries in Southeast Asia, including Sri Lanka and Thailand, have been hit hard
by storms and floods in recent weeks.

Risk to billions

The Asian Water Development Outlook 2025, published by the Asian Development Bank (ADB)
on Monday, warned that the impact of climate change on Asia’s water systems poses a risk to
billions.

The research said accelerating ecosystem decline and funding shortfalls for investment in
critical water infrastructure threaten to plunge many in the sprawling region into water insecurity.

That could jeopardise gains over the past 12 years that have seen more than 60 percent of
Asia-Pacific’s population — about 2.7 billion people — escape extreme water insecurity, the report
says.

“Asia’s water story is a tale of two realities, with monumental achievements on water security
coupled with rising risks that could undermine this progress,” said Norio Saito, the ADB’s senior
director for water and urban development.


https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/12/8/indonesia-counts-human-cost-as-more-climate-change-warnings-sounded

“Without water security, there is no development,” Saito said, adding that the report showed that
urgent action was needed to restore ecosystem health, strengthen resilience, improve water
governance, and deploy innovative finance to deliver long-term water security.

Rising disaster threat

The report said extreme weather events such as storm surges, rising sea levels, and saltwater
intrusion, along with rising water-related disasters, threaten the region, which already accounts
for more than 40 percent of the world’s floods.

That includes the disasters that ravaged Indonesia and other countries in the region in recent
weeks.

From 2013 to 2023, the Asia Pacific region experienced 244 major floods, 104 droughts, and
101 severe storms, causing widespread damage to life and property and undermining crucial
development gains.

The report said accelerating ecosystem decline was also a serious threat to water security in the
region, with rivers, aquifers, wetlands and forests that sustain long-term water security
deteriorating rapidly.

It said water ecosystems were deteriorating or stagnating in 30 of the 50 Asian countries it
looked at, as they face threats from pollution, unchecked development and the conversion of
land to other uses.

Underinvestment in water infrastructure is another threat to water security.

Asian nations will need to spend $4 trillion for water and sanitation between now and 2040, an
outlay of about $250bn a year, the report said.

Currently, governments are collectively spending about 40 percent of that, an annual shortfall of
more than $150bn.
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DOE gathers stakeholders to discuss Waste-to-Energy bill

The Department of Energy (DOE), in coordination with the Presidential Legislative Liaison Office
(PLLO), hosted a multistakeholder forum to advance dialogue on the proposed Waste-to-Energy
(WTE) Bill—an effort to tackle both solid waste management and sustainable energy
generation.

Held at the Marco Polo Hotel, the forum brought together national government agencies
(NGAs), local government units (LGUs), civil society organizations (CSOs), academic
institutions, environmental advocates, project developers, and private sector representatives to
examine the technical, environmental, and regulatory dimensions of the proposed legislation.

Discussions covered key elements including environmental safeguards, monitoring protocols,
technological viability, and availability of waste feedstock for power generation.

“Our collective goal is not to find a simple compromise, but to achieve a comprehensive
understanding, one that integrates robust scientific evidence, learns from the successes and
failures of international best practices, and respects the unique realities of Philippine
communities, particularly the fate of our informal waste workers,” said Undersecretary Rowena
Cristina Guevara.

The WTE Bill seeks to reduce the country’s reliance on sanitary landfills (SLFs) by prioritizing
WTE facilities that convert residual solid waste into usable energy. These facilities will become
part of the country’s energy mix, aligning with national goals for cleaner energy sources and
reduced pollution.

Undersecretary Mylene C. Capongcol praised the broad participation in the discussions and
emphasized the government’s intent to ground the legislation in science and inclusive
consultation.

“This forum is part of a continuous consultation process. We aim to generate evidence-based
recommendations that can guide legislators in crafting workable solutions. Solid waste
management is not just about waste reduction; it's about capitalizing on waste’s potential to
generate additional power for the country,” she said.

The bill proposes the inclusion of WTE projects in the Green Energy Auction Program, with
Feedstock Service Agreements to be established between LGUs and developers. These
agreements would ensure a steady supply of waste material to fuel the facilities.

DOE will oversee energy generation from WTE plants, while the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR) and the Department of the Interior and Local Government
(DILG) will implement ecological solid waste management strategies.


https://dailyguardian.com.ph/doe-gathers-stakeholders-to-discuss-waste-to-energy-bill/

The Energy Regulatory Commission (ERC) is tasked with developing pricing mechanisms. The
Department of Health (DOH) will conduct mandatory Health Impact Assessments (HIA) for each
WTE project.

The Department of Science and Technology (DOST) will perform technical validation of WTE
technologies, while the Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH) will coordinate with
LGUs for the strategic siting of facilities. The Metro Manila Development Authority (MMDA) may
provide funding support, and LGUs will handle feedstock collection and integrate WTE into their
Local Solid Waste Management Plans.

The bill also encourages public-private partnerships to bring in technical know-how and
investment, supported by incentives under the CREATE MORE Act or Republic Act No. 12066.
These incentives include grants, financial aid, and formal recognition for pioneering projects.

The WTE Bill is one of 44 priority measures adopted by the Legislative-Executive Development
Advisory Council (LEDAC) on September 30, 2025. It also has the backing of the Metro Manila
Council (MMC), which expressed support for the DOE’s WTE program on November 4.

In Congress, the House Committees on Energy and Ecology have been reviewing related
proposals. A consolidated version of a complementary Waste Treatment Technology Bill has
passed committee-level approval and is set to be referred to the House Committee on Ways
and Means for further deliberation.
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PAGASA: One more tropical cyclone may hit PH before 2025 ends

One more tropical cyclone may enter the Philippine Area of Responsibility before 2025 comes to
a close, the state weather bureau said on Monday.

In an interview over Bagong Pilipinas Ngayon, Ana Liza Solis of the PAGASA Climate
Monitoring and Prediction Section said 23 tropical cyclones hit the country so far this year.

“Posibleng may isa pa po bago po magtapos itong taon, which is above average po doon sa
bilang ng bagyo na natatanggap natin na mga around 19 to 20 tropical cyclones a year. So,
medyo tumaas na po iyong bilang ng ating bagyo dahil mayroon nga pong La Nifia,” Solis said.

(There is possibly one more before this year ends, which is above the average number of
typhoons we receive, which is around 19 to 20 tropical cyclones a year. So, the number of our
typhoons slightly increased because of La Nina.)

At present, there is a brief La Nifia event, which brings more rainfall and is expected to persist
until the first quarter of 2026.

“At maaari pa rin ito ay magpatuloy hanggang at least first half po ng February, kaya ibayo pa
rin po nating pinag-iingat iyong ating mga kababayan lalong-lalo na po iyong nasa eastern
section ng ating bansa,” said Solis.

(And this may still continue until at least the first half of February, which is why we are still
strongly everyone to take extra caution, especially those in the eastern section of our country.)

The latest tropical cyclone to hit the country was Wilma, which peaked into a tropical
depression. It eventually weakened into a low pressure area on Sunday.

According to Ivan Mayrina’s report in “24 Oras” on Monday, Wilma made its landfall over
Dolores, Eastern Samar before traversing other provinces in the Visayas.

Parts of Dolores were flooded because of the rains. Likewise, the nonstop downpour also
caused a creek in Balamban, Cebu to overflow.

The strong winds brought by Wilma were also felt in Western Visayas, like in Aklan. Meanwhile,
the shear line also brought rains over Bicol Region. For instance, a spillway in Viga,
Catanduanes also overflowed due to the continuous rains.

On Monday, the National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council (NDRRMC) said

57,594 families or 132,849 persons were affected by the combined effects of Tropical
Depression Wilma, the Northeast Monsoon (Amihan), and the shear line.
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Corruption and climate (in)justice (1)
By: Rufa Cagoco-Guiam

Corruption kills. Insatiable greed among our government officials and their capitalist
collaborators has caused misery and death to vulnerable groups, especially those who live near
mountainous areas whose forest cover has been lost to rapacious past logging and mining
activities.

In early November, Typhoon “Tino” battered the province of Cebu, leaving in its wake the deaths
of more than 200 people and the displacement of thousands of families. This disaster has
become the emblematic example of how corrupt practices have killed innocent people. Corrupt
government officials in regulatory bodies like the Department of Environment and Natural
Resources have turned a blind eye to capitalist/corporate business to transform Cebu’s
mountains into hotels, resorts, and other capitalist ventures. These officials were also supported
by equally greedy local government officials who had been paid off with bribes to allow these
questionable projects to be built in ecologically fragile areas.

Amid all these scandals, some nongovernment organizations have taken the lead in urging
people to sustain their rage against these corrupt individuals in both government and the
construction business community through various mass movements, such as indignation rallies.
Rallies have been held here and there, some of which had dubious intentions toward creating a
coup-like scenario for a change in leadership. Thankfully, this did not materialize—to the
consternation of those who had been waiting in line and preparing themselves to take over the
reins of government.

But for some human rights groups, grounded in the plight of many indigenous peoples who are
always at the receiving end of the adverse consequences of massive government projects, one
effective way is for people to take action collectively.

With the theme, “From Crisis to Collective Action: Defending Land, Life, and Self-Determination
in Mindanao,” the two-day conference on Climate Justice and Solidarity was held at the
Diocesan Pastoral Center in Malaybalay, the capital city of Bukidnon province. The conference
on Nov. 27-29, 2025, brought together religious leaders from various congregations and faiths. It
also invited some academics, notably from the Mindanao State University main campus in
Marawi City, as well as legal and medical professionals, social development practitioners,
thought leaders, bishops, and pastoral leaders of the Catholic hierarchy.

The Mindanao Climate Justice Resource Facility Inc., with its head office in Marikina City but

with projects in many localities in climate change-vulnerable parts of Mindanao, took the lead in
conducting the conference.
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For two days, participants were engaged in serious discussions on how they could come up with
collective action to defend their rights to their land (which is their life). They also tackled several
capacity-building strategies to assert self-determination and human rights to a safe and stable
environment that celebrates, rather than kills, life in all its forms.

As a discussant in the plenary session on the first day, | was tasked with presenting my
reflections on the topic of gender and climate justice. | shared with the participants the findings
and recommendations from two exploratory studies, where | served as a coresearcher for the
first and as the research team leader in the second one.

The first case study was exploratory in nature. Titled “Climate Fragility Risks in the Bangsamoro,
it delved into how communities have coped with armed conflicts that intersected with adverse
consequences of extreme weather events. Our study tackled how climate change events, like
typhoons and droughts, can strongly impinge on the vulnerabilities of people who are frequently
exposed to violent armed conflict episodes. Many times, violent conflict episodes took place
while a typhoon raged, and floodwaters swept away people’s homes and their livelihoods.

The second study was more inclusive. It tackled how gender inequality, social exclusion, and
other vulnerabilities of marginalized and impoverished populations exacerbate the situation of
communities that are frequently exposed to violent armed conflict, especially in some areas in
the Bangsamoro autonomous region. In the second study, we included the armed conflict-prone
areas in the province of Lanao del Sur, including the city of Marawi.
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New scholars to lead climate, disaster risk solutions

The Climate Change Commission (CCC), in partnership with the Asian Institute of Management
(AIM) and with the support of Senator Loren Legarda, has formally welcomed a new batch of
scholars under the Sustainable Leadership Learning on Climate and Disaster Risk Reduction
(SLL-CDRR) Scholarship Program.

At a recent signing ceremony, CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje
emphasized the importance of the scholars’ role in shaping climate and disaster resilience
policies.

“Today, you accepted a profound responsibility. You are now the designated champions within
your respective agencies. The knowledge and skills you will acquire are not for your benefit
alone; they are a trust granted to you by the Filipino people,” Borje said.

Professor Erin L. Downey, Head of the Stephen Zuellig Graduate School of Development
Management at AIM, echoed the sentiment, saying, “This is far more than just paperwork. It is a
commitment to your country and to the generations to follow. We look forward to witnessing the
impact you will make. Let the work begin.”

Now in its second year, the SLL-CDRR Program welcomes 28 new scholars into the 2026
cohort. The scholars are enrolled in two academic tracks: the Executive Master in Disaster Risk
and Crisis Management (EMDRCM) and the Master of Science in Data Science (MSDS).

Twenty-four of the scholars are pursuing the 18-month EMDRCM program, which focuses on
equipping leaders with analytical methods, operational tools, and strategic systems to manage
disasters and crises in diverse regional contexts.

Four scholars will take the 15-month MSDS program, deepening their expertise in data science
to help create data-driven strategies that address climate and disaster-related challenges.

The scholars’ academic work will focus on climate change adaptation and mitigation (CCAM)
and disaster risk reduction and management (DRRM), and will align with CCC policy priorities.

The first batch of SLL-CDRR scholars, who began their studies last year, is set to graduate in
the coming days, marking another milestone in the program’s goal of developing capable and
strategic climate leaders.

Borje congratulated the new cohort, calling them “true agents of change whose leadership will
shape programs and policies addressing climate and disaster risks nationwide.”

The scholars come from national government agencies with mandates in climate and disaster

risk management. Their participation is expected to enhance institutional capacities for planning,
implementing, and scaling resilient and sustainable policies.
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The program follows a rigorous selection process that includes review of candidates’
climate-related work, aptitude testing, and interviews. Gender balance is prioritized, with 50% of
slots reserved for women.
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CCC IN THE NEWS:

BUSINESS MIRROR

‘FIT not consumers’ burden, even boosts public savings’
By: Lenie Lectura

FEED-in-Tariff (FIT), a price subsidy mechanism designed to accelerate renewable energy (RE)
investments in the country, is not a burden to consumers, according to energy expert Atty. Jay
Layug.

In fact, consumers were able to save P40 billion for the period 2014 to 2020 in electricity costs
because these RE power facilities displaced expensive conventional power plants, the former
undersecretary of the Department of Energy (DOE) said.

Layug said that since its implementation in 2012, the FIT system has contributed to reducing
electricity costs to consumers especially during the significant global increase in cost of coal and
oil in 2022. “Due to their must-dispatch nature and based on a study conducted by the
Philippine spot market operator, the FIT power plants displaced expensive conventional power
plants for particular WESM (Wholesale Electricity Spot Market) periods by P0.09 per kilowatt
hour (kWh), or an aggregate net avoided cost of P40 billion for the period of 2014 to 2020,”
Layug, a senior partner at Divina Law, said in a recent talk.

The savings are expected to increase for the period 2022 to 2024 because prices of oil, gas,
and coal have shot up. “The P40 billion is as of 2020. IEMOP [Independent Electricity Market
Operator of the Philippines] needs to calculate 2020-2024 and likely the net avoid cost and
savings to consumers will be bigger than P40 billion,” Layug said in an interview.

FIT is a system mandated by the Renewable Act of 2008 to boost RE, where the Energy
Regulatory Commission (ERC) sets guaranteed fixed rates for RE developers selling power to
the grid, funded by a small charge on all consumers called the FIT-All (Feed-in-Tariff Allowance).

The FIT-All is a uniform charge billed to all on-grid electricity consumers, reflected as a separate
component in monthly electricity bills, to cover payments to RE developers who are assured of a
fixed rate per kWh for electricity generated by their projects over 20 years.

The ERC recently increased the FIT-All to P0.20 per kilowatt hour from P0.11/kWh. This
increase may appear to be a burden to consumers who actually pay for it.

If the average price of FIT across all technologies for a particular year is expected to be at

P7/kWh, and the WESM spot price average is only P6.80/kWh, then the difference of
P0.20/kWh would be collected from consumers in the form of FIT-All.
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RE the way forward

Meanwhile, DOE Undersecretary Mylene Capongcol said during the Philippine Energy
Transition Dialogue that RE is not only the path to a cleaner and more resilient energy system
but also the way forward for inclusive economic development, community empowerment, and a
sustainable future.

Capongcol and over 120 representatives from national government agencies, local government
units (LGUs), and civil society organizations discussed the potentials and urgency of localized
energy transition efforts, emphasizing how deploying RE is equitable, resilient, and economically
beneficial for communities across the Philippines.

“Together, we can ensure that the energy transition delivers clean, affordable, and secure
energy for every Filipino, across every community, and for generations to come,” said the DOE
official.

Local chief executives and officials from the provincial governments of lloilo, Leyte, Eastern
Samar, and llocos Norte; city governments of Butuan and Quezon City; and municipal
governments of Guiuan, Eastern Samar and Paranas, Samar shared their first-hand
experiences in adopting RE and strengthening local energy planning in their respective
localities.

Capongcol also affirmed the DOE’s commitment to support LGUs’ energy transition efforts
through the implementation of the Department’s key programs, such as the Green Energy
Auction Program (GEAP) and deployment of mobile energy systems (MES).

‘At the heart of this transformation are strong local leaders and champions. Across the
Philippines, we see communities stepping up and driving initiatives that protect their
constituents,” said Angelo Kairos dela Cruz, Executive Director of the Institute for Climate and
Sustainable Cities (ICSC).

“These localities prove that when communities actively shape their energy systems, renewable
energy becomes a tool for climate resilience, inclusive development, and social equity. Indeed,
the future of energy is local,” he added.

With the Philippines serving as chair of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) in
2026, the country is in a position to champion renewable energy as a driver of resilience, energy
security, and shared prosperity, said Secretary Robert Borje of the Climate Change Commission
(CCQ).

“This moment calls for decisive action. The technologies are advancing, investment needs are

clear, and the benefits of cooperation across the region are stronger than ever. It is time to take
calculated risks—smart, forward-looking decisions that will pay off not just for today’s
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consumers, but for generations to come,” added Frederic Tesfay, GIZ Philippines’ Team Lead for
Energy Projects.

On the sidelines of the Dialogue, local chief executives from select provinces and municipalities
of Eastern Visayas pledged to support the advancement of a just energy transition through
crafting and adopting energy transition plans and local RE ordinances in their localities.

“We aim to build our resilience and address the climate crisis by accelerating just energy
transition,” the declaration stated, which was signed by Mayor Lovell Ann M. Yu of Alang-alang,
Leyte; Mayor Roy C. Ador and Vice Mayor Adolfo Mugas of Oras, Eastern Samar; Mayor
Annaliza Gonzales-Kwan of Guiuan, Eastern Samar; Vice Mayor Eunice Babalcon of Paranas,
Samar; and Eastern Samar Governor Ralph Vincent Evardone.
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CCC highlights vice governors’ role in risk governance

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) underscored the vital role of vice governors in
advancing risk governance and building climate-resilient communities during the 103rd
Year-End National Assembly of the League of Vice Governors of the Philippines (LVGP).

Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje said vice governors sit at “the critical
intersection where plans meet priorities, where evidence meets action, and where strategy
becomes alignment across the entire province.”

He said this strategic position empowers vice governors to lead efforts that protect lives, sustain
livelihoods, and secure the future of their provinces.

Borje linked this leadership role to national policy frameworks, especially the National
Adaptation Plan (NAP), which helps communities identify locally appropriate adaptation projects
based on their specific climate vulnerabilities.

The NAP, developed under the leadership of President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr., reflects the
administration’s vision and strategy for a climate-smart and climate-resilient Philippines.

“These insights allow vice governors to understand—not vaguely, but precisely—what hazards
your provinces face and how those hazards intersect with population, livelihoods, and
infrastructure,” Borje said.

He emphasized that Local Climate Change Action Plans (LCCAPs) must be grounded in the
NAP to ensure that provincial strategies are science-driven, evidence-based, and aligned with

national priorities.

Such alignment, he said, strengthens risk governance by ensuring that adaptation measures are
responsive, measurable, and sustainable.

Borje also highlighted the People’s Survival Fund (PSF) as a key financing mechanism for local
adaptation efforts.

From 2023 to 2025, the PSF Board significantly accelerated the approval of projects and Project
Development Grants (PDGs), raising fund utilization from just over 30% to near full commitment.

As of May 2024, the initial PHP 1 billion allocation had been fully committed and exceeded by
PHP 321.6 million.
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To support this expanded pipeline, an additional PHP 1 billion was appropriated under the 2025
General Appropriations Act, bringing the total portfolio to 15 projects and nine PDGs, valued at
approximately PHP 1.4 billion.

“These developments make the PSF a more accessible and reliable financing option, helping
local governments secure funds to strengthen climate resilience in their communities,” he said.

Borje acknowledged that there remains room for growth in the PSF application process.

He reiterated the CCC’s commitment to working with the Department of Finance—as PSF Board
chair and secretariat—and other board members to improve support mechanisms for local
government units (LGUSs) in project application and implementation.

While encouraging vice governors to continue leading efforts in resilience and good governance,
Borje also stressed the need for whole-of-government and whole-of-society approaches to
ensure systems remain responsive and contribute to sustainable development and climate
resilience.

The LVGP, a national organization of vice governors, serves as a platform for sharing
experiences, coordinating policies, addressing common challenges, and promoting best

practices in provincial governance.

For more information on the CCC’s climate initiatives, visit www.climate.gov.ph and
www.facebook.com/CCCPhl.
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Women, vouth climate champions recognized at Philippine Resilience Awards 2025
By: Lade Jean Kabagani

Women and young leaders making waves in climate and disaster resilience were honored at the
Philippine Resilience Awards (PRA) 2025, held at the Philippine Normal University in Manila as
part of the 18th Global Warming and Climate Change Consciousness Week.

The awards recognized three women and five youth whose initiatives have strengthened the
capacity of their communities to adapt to climate change and disasters.

Nominees underwent a rigorous assessment and field validation process led by experts from
partner institutions, evaluating programs that reduce vulnerability, build local capacity, and foster
innovation in climate resilience.

Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) Undersecretary Diana Rose Cajipem
was honored for the Buong Bansa Handa Program, a supply chain model that enhances
operational readiness for disaster relief.

Further, Jenelyn Salimbagat of the National University received recognition for her Family
Emergency and Disaster Preparedness Plan (FEDPP), which equips households, particularly
youth, with practical preparedness skills.

Renebelita Fuentebella, Co-Founder and Vice Chair of Damit Dignidad Pilipinas, was awarded
for her leadership in collecting and distributing pre-loved clothing and essential personal items
for humanitarian response.

The Youth Category spotlighted five rising leaders, including Raymart Garcia of Barangay
Commonwealth, Quezon City, for the Reskyusi Food Basket Program, which promotes
sustainable food systems to address malnutrition and food waste; Val Amiel Vestil of the
Association of Young Environmental Journalists for Kwentong Kalikasan, a storytelling initiative
fostering ecological awareness; Shri Tahanie Macaumbao of the National Youth Council for
Green by Design, which advances waste reduction and water sustainability in Lake Lanao
communities; Engr. Christian Hernandez of Mindanao State University for Project MOSES, an
loT-based weather monitoring system providing localized, real-time weather data in Oriental
Mindoro; and Peter John Enorio of Cebu Technological University for Subang Environmental
Initiatives, which restore degraded lands while empowering communities through nature-based
adaptation.

Now in its third year, the PRA carries the theme “Kababaihan at Kabataan: Katuwang sa

Paghahabi ng Isang Matatag na Bayan”, highlighting the essential role of women and youth in
building a climate-resilient Philippines.
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Senator Loren Legarda, PRA initiator, praised the awardees as “changemakers redefining
resilience leadership,” stressing that women and youth are leaders, innovators, and
torchbearers—not passive recipients of aid.

Meanwhile, Climate Change Commission Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A.
Borje underscored the importance of recognizing local climate champions.

“By recognizing these leaders, we are more than admiring resilience; we are actively investing
in it,” he said.

The event drew partners from government, private, and civil society sectors, including the
Philippine  Commission on Women, National Resilience Council, SM Prime, WiNDRR
Philippines, and ARISE PH, alongside members of the Field Validation Committee and Final
Selection Board.

The Philippine Resilience Awards, a multistakeholder program led by Senator Legarda in

collaboration with the Climate Change Commission and partner organizations, will continue
supporting awardees to expand and strengthen their resilience initiatives nationwide.
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Lawmaker pushes hazard mapping bill to strengthen disaster preparedness
By: Mary Antalan

Parafaque 2nd District Rep. Brian Yamsuan is pushing House Bill 4035, or the “National
Multi-Hazard Mapping Act”, in Congress to boost the country’s disaster preparedness.

In an exclusive interview on DZRH’s Isyung Pambayan, Yamsuan explained that the bill aims to
provide local government units (LGUs) with comprehensive data to prepare for and mitigate

natural hazards such as landslides, flooding, and earthquakes.

The lawmaker stressed that when LGUs plan their annual investment programs, it is crucial to
identify priority areas and focus projects where they will benefit the most.

“Kailangan yung mga proyektong gagawin ay angkop talaga, at iiwas doon sa mga areas na
talagang hindi naman dapat paglagyan. At yung mga dapat pagtuunan ng pansin na mga
proyekto ay magko-complement doon sa national government program, nang sa ganoon hindi
nasasayang yung mga proyekto,” said Yamsuan.

He added that multi-hazard maps would equip Disaster Risk Reduction and Management
(DRRM) councils with effective tools to implement the Declaration of Imminent Disaster Law.
Besides guiding land use planning, these maps can help councils identify the most vulnerable
areas where urgent preventive measures should be carried out to save lives and reduce losses
before calamities strike.

If enacted, HB No. 4035 would assign the following agencies to conduct hazard mapping for
each locality:

Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR)

National Mapping and Resource Information Authority (NAMRIA)
Department of Science and Technology (DOST)

Philippine Space Agency (PhilSA)

Climate Change Commission (CCC)

National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council (NDRRMC)

Local government units (LGUs)
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“Kung titingnan natin yung mga sakuna na nangyari, ilang bilyon ang nawawala sa ating mga
lugar regarding doon sa mga damage sa properties nung mga nangyari.”

“Basically, ang kailangan nating tingnan ay yung investment natin in the future sa ating mga

kababayan. Kumbaga, sa maliit na cost, magkakaroon tayo ng mas malawak na pag-unawa sa
lugar na dapat bigyang pansin,” Yamsuan added.
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Women _and Youth Climate Resilience Leaders Honored at Philippine Resilience Awards
2025

The Philippine Resilience Awards (PRA) honored three women and five young climate
champions whose initiatives are strengthening resilience in their communities. The ceremony
was held at the Philippine Normal University in Manila as part of the 18th Global Warming and
Climate Change Consciousness Week (CCC Week).

Nominees underwent rigorous assessment and field validation conducted by experts from
partner institutions. The evaluation focused on how each initiative reduces vulnerability,
strengthens local capacities, and advances innovation in climate and disaster resilience.

From this process, exemplary awardees emerged in both the Women and Youth categories.

In the Women’s Category, Undersecretary Diana Rose S. Cajipe of the Department of Social
Welfare and Development was recognized for the Buong Bansa Handa Program, a supply
chain model that enhances operational readiness in relief delivery.

Jenelyn J. Salimbagat of the National University received recognition for the Family Emergency
and Disaster Preparedness Plan (FEDPP), a household-based program that equips
individuals—especially youth—with practical preparedness skills.

Renebelita F. Fuentebella, Co-Founder and Vice Chair of Damit Dignidad Pilipinas, was
recognized for leading the collection and distribution of pre-loved clothing and essential
personal items for humanitarian response.

Five young climate champions were recognized in the Youth Category:

Raymart S. Garcia of Barangay Commonwealth, Quezon City, was awarded for the Reskyusi
Food Basket Program, which addresses malnutrition and food wastage through sustainable
food systems.

Val Amiel Vestil from the Association of Young Environmental Journalists was honored for
Kwentong Kalikasan, a storytelling initiative that builds ecological awareness and climate
resilience.

Shri Tahanie B. Macaumbao of the National Youth Council received recognition for Green by

Design, which promotes waste reduction and water sustainability in communities around Lake
Lanao.
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Engr. Christian B. Hernandez of Mindanao State University was recognized for Project MOSES,
an Internet of Things (loT) — based weather monitoring system that addresses gaps in localized,
real-time weather data in Oriental Mindoro.

Peter John C. Enorio of Cebu Technological University was honored for the Subang
Environmental Initiatives, which restore degraded lands and empower communities through
nature-based adaptation solutions.

Now in its third year, and anchored on the theme “Kababaihan at Kabataan: Katuwang sa
Paghahabi ng Isang Matatag na Bayan,” the PRA highlighted the essential role of women and
young leaders in advancing a climate-resilient Philippines.

Senator Loren Legarda described the awardees as changemakers redefining resilience
leadership.

“Resilience cannot be achieved without women and youth at the center. They are not victims to
be saved; they are leaders, innovators, and torchbearers,” she said.

Meanwhile, Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje of the Climate Change
Commission (CCC) emphasized the importance of recognizing local climate champions.

“By recognizing these leaders, we are more than admiring resilience; we are actively investing
in it. We are shifting our paradigm from resilience as recovery to resilience as protection and
prevention,” he said.

The event gathered institutional partners and members of the PRA network, including
Commissioner Rachel Anne S. Herrera of the Climate Change Commission; Mr. Silvestre
Barrameda, Jr. as Executive Director of the National Resilience Council; Engr. Liza B. Silerio,
Vice President of SM Prime and ARISE PH; Dr. Joseph Bacareza of ARISE PH; Commissioner
Maria Jerika Larize E. Ejercito-Aguilar and Dr. Macario T. Jusayan of the Philippine Commission
on Women; Assistant Secretary Gervy James Gumarit of the National Youth Commission;
Assistant Secretary Lilian De Leon of the Department of the Interior and Local Government; and
Mr. Antonio Emilio Tordesillas of WINDRR Philippines. Members of the Field Validation
Committee and Final Selection Board were also present.

Initiated by Senator Legarda, the Philippine Resilience Awards is a multistakeholder program of
the Climate Change Commission in collaboration with the Philippine Commission on Women,
National Resilience Council, SM Prime, Women’s International Network on Disaster Risk
Reduction, and ARISE Philippines. All awardees will receive continued support to expand and
strengthen their resilience initiatives nationwide.
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CCC rallies multi-sectoral partners for unified climate action

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) continues to strengthen the country’s climate agenda
through a whole-of-nation approach that brings government, academe, civil society, and the
private sector into unified action toward a climate-resilient Philippines.

The CCC recently signed a Memorandum of Understanding with partners from diverse sectors
to reaffirm a shared climate agenda. Anchored in the theme of strengthening partnerships, the
initiative underscored the crucial role of collective work in addressing the crisis. Partners include
the National Commission on Indigenous Peoples, Save the Children, University of the
Philippines Los Banos, First Gen, and the UN World Food Program.

“In this critical decade, action cannot be delayed, and it cannot be shouldered by any single
institution alone. This is the powerful truth that brings us together: climate change demands a
whole-of-society response,” said Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje of
the CCC.

The signing was part of the 18th Global Warming and Climate Change Consciousness Week.
NCIP Chairperson Marie Grace T. Pascua hailed the agreement as a solemn covenant ensuring
Indigenous wisdom is integrated into climate strategies.

Under the agreement, partners pledged to advance joint communication, support inclusive
research, and enhance local resilience. The event also recognized long-standing contributors
who help build a climate-smart nation. CCC Deputy Executive Director Romell Antonio O.
Cuenca honored these contributions, affirming that such dedication sets the foundation for
future success.
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LGUs lead renewable energy transition efforts in Asean
By: Leander C. Domingo

Local government units (LGUs) are leading the energy transition efforts by adopting renewable
energy (RE), the highlight of the second installment of the Philippine Energy Transition Dialogue
2025 in Quezon City.

With the theme “Localizing the Energy Transition: Ensuring Energy Security and Resilience
through Renewable Development,” the dialogue was held on Dec. 3-4, 2025 in Quezon City with
over 120 representatives from national government agencies, LGUs, and civil society
organizations.

They gathered to discuss the potential and urgency of localized energy transition efforts, with
emphasis on how equitable, resilient and economically beneficial the use of renewable energy
in communities across the country.

Undersecretary Mylene Capongcol of the Department of Energy (DoE) said RE is not only the
path to a cleaner and more resilient energy system — it is the way forward for inclusive
economic development, community empowerment, and a sustainable future.

“Together, we can ensure that the energy transition delivers clean, affordable, and secure
energy for every Filipino, across every community, and for generations to come,” Capongcol
said.

During the event, sharing their first-hand experiences in adopting RE and strengthening local
energy planning in their respective localities were local chief executives and officials from the
provincial governments of lloilo, Leyte, Eastern Samar, and llocos Norte; city governments of
Butuan and Quezon City; and municipal governments of Guiuan, Eastern Samar and Paranas,
Samar.

Capongcol also affirmed the DoE’s commitment to support LGUs’ energy transition efforts
through the implementation of the Department’s key programs, such as the Green Energy
Auction Program or GEAP and deployment of mobile energy systems or MES.

Angelo Kairos dela Cruz, executive director of the Institute for Climate and Sustainable Cities
(ICSC), said that at the heart of this transformation are strong local leaders and champions and
across the Philippines, “we see communities stepping up and driving initiatives that protect their
constituents.”

“These localities prove that when communities actively shape their energy systems, renewable

energy becomes a tool for climate resilience, inclusive development, and social equity. Indeed,
the future of energy is local,” dela Cruz added.
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Palawan 2nd District Rep. Jose Alvarez through a video message said that the shift towards
greener energy and self-sufficiency can reduce reliance on international fuel markets and help
protect Filipino households from external price shocks.

“We must continue to streamline permitting and regulatory processes, enhance grid resilience,
and secure the substantial financial transition as required for RE projects,” Alvarez said.

Secretary Robert Borje of the Climate Change Commission also noted that with the Philippines
serving as chair of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) in 2026, the country is in
a position to champion renewable energy as a driver of resilience, energy security, and shared
prosperity.

“This moment calls for decisive action. The technologies are advancing, investment needs are
clear, and the benefits of cooperation across the region are stronger than ever. It is time to take
calculated risks — smart, forward-looking decisions that will pay off not just for today’s
consumers, but for generations to come,” added Frederic Tesfay, GIZ Philippines’ Team Lead for
Energy Projects.

On the sidelines of the dialogue, local chief executives from select provinces and municipalities
of Eastern Visayas pledged to support the advancement of a just energy transition through
crafting and adopting energy transition plans and local RE ordinances in their localities.

“We aim to build our resilience and address the climate crisis by accelerating just energy
transition,” the declaration stated, which was signed by Mayor Lovell Ann Yu of Alang-alang,
Leyte; Mayor Roy Ador and Vice Mayor Adolfo Mugas of Oras, Eastern Samar; Mayor Annaliza
Gonzales-Kwan of Guiuan, Eastern Samar; Vice Mayor Eunice Babalcon of Paranas, Samar;
and Eastern Samar Gov. Ralph Vincent Evardone.

=END=
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