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ABC 
 
Deadly Asian floods are no fluke. They’re a climate warning, scientists say 
By: Aniruddha Ghosal 
 
Southeast Asia is being pummeled by unusually severe floods this year, as late-arriving storms 
and relentless rains wreak havoc that has caught many places off guard. 
 
BUSINESS WORLD 
 
Philippine Energy dep’t reviewing renewable energy agreements to boost project rollout 
By: S.J. Talavera 
 
The Department of Energy (DoE) is reviewing renewable energy (RE) projects awarded under 
the open and competitive selection process (OCSP) to accelerate development and improve 
implementation efficiency, officials said. 
 
MANILA BULLETIN 
 
DOE refines competitive bidding to revive stalled renewable projects 
By: Gabriell Christel Galang 
 
The Department of Energy (DOE) plans to attract more bidders for renewable energy (RE) 
service contracts (SCs) by reforming its competitive selection process. 
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PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY 
 
LPA enters PAR, likely to develop into TD Wilma 
By: Ma. Cristina Arayata 
 
The weather bureau said on Wednesday afternoon a low pressure area (LPA) has entered the 
Philippine Area of Responsibility (PAR) and has a high potential to develop into a tropical 
depression in the next 24 hours. 
 
THE MANILA TIMES 
 
 [Opinion] Why the news blackout and public ignorance of climate summit in Brazil? 
By: Yen Makabenta 
 
Whose idea was it to impose a news blackout on the two-week 30th meeting of the Conference 
of the Parties (COP30) climate summit in Belem, Brazil? While 200 countries argued and 
debated intently climate issues and policies in the Brazilian city in the Amazon, our people and 
our country were totally kept in the dark about what was happening. 
 

CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 
MANILA BULLETIN 
 
PBBM calls for stronger national action on climate resilience 
 
President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. reaffirmed the administration’s strong commitment to climate 
action in a video message delivered marking the observance of Global Warming and Climate 
Change Consciousness Week (CCC Week) 2025. 
 
PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY 
 
CCC Highlights Philippine Energy Transition and Just Transition Priorities at Aus4ASEAN 
Regional Immersion 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) called for deeper regional cooperation on shared 
policy standards, harmonized green jobs data, technology transfer, cross-border energy 
integration, and joint financing mechanisms to de-risk renewable energy projects at the 
Aus4ASEAN Sustainable Energy Transition and Green Skills Fellowship Regional Immersion. 
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SUNSTAR 
 
PH urges stronger Asean unity on clean energy shift 
 
Makati City- The Climate Change Commission (CCC) called for deeper regional cooperation on 
shared policy standards, harmonised green jobs data, technology transfer, cross-border energy 
integration, and joint financing mechanisms to de-risk renewable energy projects at the 
Aus4ASEAN Sustainable Energy Transition and Green Skills Fellowship Regional Immersion. 
 

Information and Knowledge Management Division 
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ABC 
 
Deadly Asian floods are no fluke. They’re a climate warning, scientists say 
By: Aniruddha Ghosal 
 
Southeast Asia is being pummeled by unusually severe floods this year, as late-arriving storms 
and relentless rains wreak havoc that has caught many places off guard. 
 
Deaths have topped 1,400 across Indonesia, Sri Lanka, and Thailand, with more than 1,000 still 
missing in floods and landslides. In Indonesia, entire villages remain cut off after bridges and 
roads were swept away. Thousands in Sri Lanka lack clean water, while Thailand’s prime 
minister acknowledged shortcomings in his government's response. 
 
Malaysia is still reeling from one its worst floods, which killed three and displaced thousands. 
Meanwhile, Vietnam and the Philippines have faced a year of punishing storms and floods that 
have left hundreds dead. 
 
What feels unprecedented is exactly what climate scientists expect: A new normal of punishing 
storms, floods and devastation. 
 
“Southeast Asia should brace for a likely continuation and potential worsening of extreme 
weather in 2026 and for many years immediately following that," said Jemilah Mahmood, who 
leads the think tank Sunway Centre for Planetary Health in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 
 
Climate patterns last year helped set the stage for 2025's extreme weather. 
 
Atmospheric levels of heat-trapping carbon dioxide jumped by the most on record in 2024. That 
“turbocharged” the climate, the United Nation's World Meteorological Organization says, 
resulting in more extreme weather. 
 
Asia is bearing the brunt of such changes, warming nearly twice as fast as the global average. 
Scientists agree that the intensity and frequency of extreme weather events are increasing. 
 
Warmer ocean temperatures provide more energy for storms, making them stronger and wetter, 
while rising sea levels amplify storm surges, said Benjamin Horton, a professor of earth science 
at the City University of Hong Kong. 
 
Storms are arriving later in the year, one after another as climate change affects air and ocean 
currents, including systems like El Nino, which keeps ocean waters warmer for longer and 
extends the typhoon season. With more moisture in the air and changes in wind patterns, 
storms can form quickly. 
 
“While the total number of storms may not dramatically increase, their severity and 
unpredictability will," Horton said. 
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The unpredictability, intensity, and frequency of recent extreme weather events are 
overwhelming Southeast Asian governments, said Aslam Perwaiz of the Bangkok-based 
intergovernmental Asian Disaster Preparedness Center. He attributes that to a tendency to 
focus on responding to disasters rather than preparing for them. 
 
“Future disasters will give us even less lead time to prepare," Perwaiz warned. 
 
In Sri Lanka’s hardest-hit provinces, little has changed since 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami, said 
Sarala Emmanuel, a human-rights researcher in Batticaloa. It killed 230,000 people. 
 
"When a disaster like this happens, the poor and marginalized communities are the worst 
affected,” Emmanuel said. That includes poor tea plantation workers living in areas prone to 
landslides. 
 
Unregulated development that damages local ecosystems has worsened flood damage, said 
Sandun Thudugala of the Colombo-based non-profit Law and Society Trust. Sri Lanka needs to 
rethink how it builds and plans, he said, taking into account a future where extreme weather is 
the norm. 
 
Videos of logs swept downstream in Indonesia suggested deforestation may have made the 
floods worse. Since 2000, the flood-inundated Indonesian provinces of Aceh, North Sumatra 
and West Sumatra have lost 19,600 square kilometers (7,569 square miles) of forest, an area 
larger than the state of New Jersey, according to Global Forest Watch. 
 
Officials rejected claims of illegal logging, saying the timber looked old and probably came from 
landholders. 
 
Countries are losing billions of dollars a year because of climate change. 
 
Vietnam estimates that it lost over $3 billion in the first 11 months of this year because of floods, 
landslides and storms. 
 
Thailand's government data is fragmented, but its agriculture ministry estimates about $47 
million in agricultural losses since August. The Kasikorn Research Center estimates the 
November floods in southern Thailand alone caused about $781 million in losses, potentially 
shaving off 0.1% of GDP. 
 
Indonesia doesn't have data for losses for this year but its annual average losses from natural 
disasters are $1.37 billion, its finance ministry says. 
 
Costs from disasters are an added burden for Sri Lanka, which contributes a tiny fraction of 
global carbon emissions but is at the frontline of climate impacts, while it spends most of its 
wealth to repay foreign loans, said Thudugala. 
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"There is also an urgent need for vulnerable countries like ours to get compensated for loss and 
damages we suffer because of global warming,” Thudugala said. 
 
“My request ... is support to recover some of the losses we have suffered,” said Rohan 
Wickramarachchi, owner of a commercial building in the central Sri Lankan town of Peradeniya 
that was flooded to its second floor. He and dozens of other families he knows must now start 
over. 
 
Responding to increasingly desperate calls for help, at the COP30 global climate conference 
last month in Brazil, countries pledged to triple funding for climate adaptation and make $1.3 
trillion in annual climate financing available by 2035. That’s still woefully short of what 
developing nations requested, and it's unclear if those funds will actually materialize. 
 
Southeast Asia is at a crossroads for climate action, said Thomas Houlie of the science and 
policy institute, Climate Analytics. The region is expanding use of renewable energy but still 
reliant on fossil fuels. 
 
“What we’re seeing in the region is dramatic and it’s unfortunately a stark reminder of the 
consequences of the climate crisis," Houlie said. 
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BUSINESS WORLD 
 
Philippine Energy dep’t reviewing renewable energy agreements to boost project rollout 
By: S.J. Talavera 
 
The Department of Energy (DoE) is reviewing renewable energy (RE) projects awarded under 
the open and competitive selection process (OCSP) to accelerate development and improve 
implementation efficiency, officials said. 
 
“We are… reviewing whether OCSP projects are actually being implemented,” Energy 
Undersecretary Mylene C. Capongcol told reporters on the sidelines of a dialogue organized by 
Clean, Affordable, and Secure Energy for Southeast Asia on Wednesday. “We’re having it 
reviewed to determine the best way to accelerate and make it more efficient.” 
 
The OCSP allows the DoE to award RE contracts in pre-determined areas through competitive 
bidding. These are locations identified as having high potential for renewable energy 
development, including hydro, geothermal and wind resources. 
 
The government last ran an OCSP in 2023, receiving 25 bids across these technologies. 
 
Ms. Capongcol noted that many contracts offered under OCSP come from projects that were 
terminated, relinquished or surrendered by developers. The review aims to ensure these areas 
are efficiently redeployed to meet the country’s RE targets. 
 
In a draft terms of reference for the fifth round of OCSP, the DoE identified 11 pre-determined 
areas nationwide for potential RE projects. 
 
Seven sites are earmarked for hydropower, with a combined capacity of 37.4 megawatts (MW). 
Two geothermal projects, with a potential capacity of 68 MW, are also proposed, while two wind 
projects are in the pipeline, though their capacity is still being assessed. 
 
To date, the DoE has awarded more than 1,500 RE service contracts, representing about 130 
gigawatts of potential capacity. 
 
These projects are critical to raising the share of renewables in the national power mix to 35% 
by 2030 and 50% by 2040. RE generation now accounts for about 22% of total electricity. 
 
Ms. Capongcol said projects awarded through OCSP and the rising adoption of distributed 
energy resources are expected to help the Philippines reach these targets. 
 
The review also seeks to identify bottlenecks in project deployment, ensuring that renewable 
projects progress on schedule and contribute to grid reliability. 
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The DoE’s focus on OCSP underscores the government’s push to meet growing energy 
demand while reducing dependence on fossil fuels. 
 
By streamlining existing contracts and accelerating development in pre-determined areas, 
Manila hopes to bolster renewable generation, attract private-sector investment and advance its 
climate and energy transition goals. 
 

 

 
8 



MANILA BULLETIN 
 
DOE refines competitive bidding to revive stalled renewable projects 
By: Gabriell Christel Galang 
 
The Department of Energy (DOE) plans to attract more bidders for renewable energy (RE) 
service contracts (SCs) by reforming its competitive selection process. 
 
Energy Undersecretary Mylene Capongcol said in an interview that the DOE will “retune” the 
current OCSP in an effort to secure more RE developments. 
 
The DOE currently grants SCs through two methods: direct application or the Open and 
Competitive Selection Process (OCSP). The OCSP auctions off contracts for specific capacity 
or exploration rights to interested developers. 
 
“We’re improving the system that undertakes OCSP... The sources of these bids are either from 
terminated, relinquished, or surrendered by other [energy] players,” she told reporters on the 
sidelines of the Philippine Energy Transition Dialogue 2025. 
 
Capongcol noted that some terminated contracts stalled due to a lack of financial support or 
partnership. 
 
“There are only a few bidders for the OCSP,” she added, explaining that the majority of 
developers opt for the direct application route. 
 
The DOE is also reviewing an “alternative” method of awarding SCs. 
 
“What’s good about the OCSP is that there’s already data for it,” Capongcol explained. “The 
concern is that some data are already outdated, so they still have to review… The ones that 
aren’t viable for developers may be viable [to others].” 
 
She expressed optimism that “the new winner [of the service contract] can find the financial 
partner or funding for the project.” 
 
While these contracts await new takers, the Philippines is behind on its target for renewable 
energy's share of the generation mix. 
 
“Right now, based on the 2024 data, we’re still at 22 percent,” Capongcol shared. “But there are 
many ongoing RE projects as a result of the auction or distributed energy resources… Hopefully 
in time for the 2030 [goal] or earlier, we can come up with more firm numbers as to where we 
are.” 
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Capongcol noted that the DOE is still updating the National Renewable Energy Program 
(NREP) and expects more renewable capacity to come online following the recently concluded 
fourth Green Energy Auction (GEA-4).  
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PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY 
 
LPA enters PAR, likely to develop into TD Wilma 
By: Ma. Cristina Arayata 
 
The weather bureau said on Wednesday afternoon a low pressure area (LPA) has entered the 
Philippine Area of Responsibility (PAR) and has a high potential to develop into a tropical 
depression in the next 24 hours. 
 
The Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration (PAGASA) 
said it will be named Wilma once it develops into a tropical cyclone. 
 
The LPA was located 1,105 kilometers east of southeastern Luzon as of 2 p.m., the state 
weather bureau said. 
 
PAGASA expects the LPA to bring heavy rains across Northern Samar, Eastern Samar from 
Thursday to Friday. 
 
It is also forecast to cause heavy rainfall in Catanduanes, Camarines Sur, Albay, Sorsogon, 
Northern Samar, Eastern Samar, Samar and Biliran over the weekend. 
 
Currently, parts of the country are experiencing rains due to the Intertropical Convergence Zone, 
northeast monsoon and shear line. 
 
PAGASA earlier said one to two cyclones are expected in the country this month. 
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THE MANILA TIMES 
 
 [Opinion] Why the news blackout and public ignorance of climate summit in Brazil? 
By: Yen Makabenta 
 
Whose idea was it to impose a news blackout on the two-week 30th meeting of the Conference 
of the Parties (COP30) climate summit in Belem, Brazil? While 200 countries argued and 
debated intently climate issues and policies in the Brazilian city in the Amazon, our people and 
our country were totally kept in the dark about what was happening. 
 
The summit ended on Saturday, Nov. 22, the iron curtain on the confab was maintained, so local 
climate alarmists and skeptics indulged their respective positions on an imminent climate 
catastrophe and a hoax in the threat of climate doomsday. 
 
Either way, you might say that the country was well served by the news blackout; yet complete 
ignorance about the summit and its outcome is inexcusable. 
 
It reminds me of the time when communist radicals and their ideological foes tried to maintain 
an iron curtain over what was happening in Russia and the rest of the communist world. 
Communism and democracy kept themselves unknown to each other until the Cold War was 
suddenly shattered by events in Eastern Europe and Russia from 1990 to 1991. 
 
Overnight, the writer Francis Fukuyama declared the end of history. History ended, he said, with 
the victory of liberal democracy over international communism. 
 
Something similar is taking place in the duel between climate alarmists and climate skeptics 
over the state of the world’s climate and the prospects for extinction or survival of humanity in 
the future or beyond. 
 
The UN climate summit in Brazil addressed this issue squarely, and many attached great 
importance to its deliberations. 
 
Consequently, we will dearly pay for being deliberately shut off from the summit. 
 
The first door of responsibility for the nation’s exclusion lies with our media, which collectively 
have the responsibility of reporting to the nation events and developments inside the country 
and in the world. Throughout the summit, no one in the Philippine media took notice of the 
summit. They completely dismissed the relevance of the conference and the immediacy of 
climate change issues. 
 
Philippine media, both print and electronic, cannot plead the excuse that they could not afford 
the cost of sending reporters to cover the summit. But they could have easily carried the regular 
reports of wire agencies and various foreign newspapers and networks which maintained 
regular coverage of the summit. 
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The second door of responsibility for the nation’s ignorance lies with the government and the 
department and agencies specifically charged with handling climate issues and problems such 
as the Department of Environment and Natural Resources and the Climate Change 
Commission. These agencies showed no awareness whatever of the climate summit in Belem, 
Brazil. Neither were they aware of the important deliberations on climate finance and trade. 
 
Indeed it is probable that no one in our government today is the least bit aware of these serious 
issues. Were they aware of the summit participants’ intense discussions and debate on climate 
finance, energy and trade? They were blissfully unaware in short of COP30 and its 
shortcomings. It’s possible that no one in our government today is the least bit aware of the 
serious developments in the climate action movement since COP30 adjourned. 
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CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 
MANILA BULLETIN 
 
PBBM calls for stronger national action on climate resilience 
 
President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. reaffirmed the administration’s strong commitment to climate 
action in a video message delivered marking the observance of Global Warming and Climate 
Change Consciousness Week (CCC Week) 2025. 
 
The President emphasized that the annual observance reflects the country’s shared aspiration 
to build “a climate-resilient and environmentally sound nation.” He underscored that the 
week-long event serves as an essential platform for policymakers, scientists, private institutions, 
and communities to align national priorities with global climate commitments and the broader 
sustainable development agenda. 
 
President Marcos highlighted the vital role of all sectors in strengthening the country’s resilience 
through responsible resource use and the integration of climate intelligence in planning and 
decision-making. 
 
“As Chairperson of the Climate Change Commission, I reaffirm our determination to confront the 
challenges of climate change with decisive action, especially now as we continue to recover 
from the impact of recent calamities,” the President said. 
 
He cited ongoing government initiatives—including the National Adaptation Plan, the Nationally 
Determined Contribution Implementation Plan, and expanded programs in renewable energy, 
sustainable agriculture, and climate finance—as key pillars in building a more secure and 
inclusive future for all Filipinos. 
 
With this year’s CCC Week theme, Makabagong Kilusan Para sa Klima at Kinabukasan, 
President Marcos urged Filipinos to actively support national efforts to enhance climate 
resilience. He called on citizens to view climate action not only as a responsibility but also as a 
path toward long-term prosperity. 
 
“As we realize our vision of a Bagong Pilipinas, let us uphold climate governance, protecting the 
beauty and bounty of our land while ensuring the welfare of generations to come,” he said. 
 
Climate Change Commission Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje 
thanked the President for his steadfast leadership and direction in strengthening the country’s 
climate agenda. “We thank President Marcos for his continued guidance and commitment. 
Under his administration, we will continue to advance policies and actions that safeguard our 
people and secure our future,” Borje said. 
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Under the Marcos Administration, the CCC was able to complete key transformative climate 
policy frameworks and submissions to the UNFCCC, including the Philippines’ first National 
Adaptation Plan, the Nationally Determined Contribution Implementation Plan, updated 
Greenhouse Gas Inventories, and the Philippines’ Biennial Transparency Report. 
 
President Marcos concluded with a message of solidarity and hope, encouraging all participants 
to pursue meaningful engagement throughout the week’s activities.  
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PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY 
 
CCC Highlights Philippine Energy Transition and Just Transition Priorities at Aus4ASEAN 
Regional Immersion 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) called for deeper regional cooperation on shared 
policy standards, harmonized green jobs data, technology transfer, cross-border energy 
integration, and joint financing mechanisms to de-risk renewable energy projects at the 
Aus4ASEAN Sustainable Energy Transition and Green Skills Fellowship Regional Immersion. 
 
CCC Commissioner Rachel Anne S. Herrera, in her keynote address, noted that according to 
the 2024 Asia Pacific Climate Report, the energy sector—responsible for 77.6% of greenhouse 
gas emissions in developing Asia—is both the region’s most critical challenge and its most 
powerful opportunity. She stressed that while renewable energy investments are rising, a truly 
resilient transition requires systems that are “just, inclusive, and grounded in people’s lived 
realities.” 
 
Herrera highlighted the Philippines’ coherent energy transition framework anchored in the 
Nationally Determined Contributions (NDC) and the NDC Implementation Plan (NDCIP). She 
outlined concrete energy-sector policies and measures, including expanding the share of 
renewables, strengthening energy efficiency and conservation, promoting low-carbon transport, 
and advancing the creation of smart grids and ensuring continuous power supply for remote and 
climate-vulnerable communities. 
 
These measures are supported by long-term strategies under the National Climate Change 
Action Plan (NCCAP),  National Adaptation Plan (NAP), and Philippine Energy Plan (PEP) 
2020–2040, which targets 35% renewable energy by 2030 and 50% by 2040. 
 
Herrera also underscored the growing momentum among Philippine companies transitioning to 
low-carbon operations—highlighting geothermal leadership, reforestation partnerships, solar PV 
deployment, and industrial decarbonization efforts. She cited Ormoc City’s geothermal-powered 
development and solar-powered irrigation, as well as Marikina City’s low-emission strategy 
pursued through efficient public buildings and protected bicycle lanes, as examples of how 
national energy policy becomes meaningful at the community level. 
 
Central to her message was the principle of inclusion. Herrera emphasized that a just transition 
must support workers; micro, small, and medium enterprises (MSMEs) women; youth; and 
vulnerable sectors. She also noted that consultations for the updated NDC ensure that youth, 
women’s groups, farmers, and indigenous communities help shape the Philippines’ future 
energy pathway. 
 
She reaffirmed the Philippines’ strong commitment to the UNFCCC Just Transition Work 
Programme, stating that climate change requires solutions built on solidarity and shared 
responsibility. “You are not just participants—you are partners in shaping our region’s future,” 
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Herrera said. “Let us lead this transition together—with purpose, with community, and with each 
other.” 
 
Organized by the Australian Government’s Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT), the 
program convened youth energy and climate leaders from across ASEAN to explore regional 
leadership, policy pathways, and practical examples of low-carbon transformation.  
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SUNSTAR 
 
PH urges stronger Asean unity on clean energy shift 
 
Makati City- The Climate Change Commission (CCC) called for deeper regional cooperation on 
shared policy standards, harmonised green jobs data, technology transfer, cross-border energy 
integration, and joint financing mechanisms to de-risk renewable energy projects at the 
Aus4ASEAN Sustainable Energy Transition and Green Skills Fellowship Regional Immersion. 
 
CCC commissioner Rachel Anne S. Herrera, in her keynote address, noted that according to 
the 2024 Asia Pacific Climate Report, the energy sector, responsible for 77.6 percent of 
greenhouse gas emissions in developing Asia, is both the region’s most critical challenge and its 
most powerful opportunity. She emphasised that while renewable energy investments are 
increasing, a truly resilient transition necessitates systems that are “just, inclusive, and 
grounded in people’s lived realities.” 
 
Herrera highlighted the Philippines’ coherent energy transition framework anchored in the 
Nationally Determined Contributions (NDC) and the NDC Implementation Plan (NDCIP). She 
outlined concrete energy-sector policies and measures, including expanding the share of 
renewables, strengthening energy efficiency and conservation, promoting low-carbon 
transportation, and advancing the development of smart grids to ensure a continuous power 
supply for remote and climate-vulnerable communities. 
 
These measures are supported by long-term strategies under the National Climate Change 
Action Plan (NCCAP),  National Adaptation Plan (NAP), and Philippine Energy Plan (PEP) 
2020–2040, which targets 35 percent renewable energy by 2030 and 50 percent by 2040. 
 
Herrera also underscored the growing momentum among Philippine companies transitioning to 
low-carbon operations, highlighting geothermal leadership, reforestation partnerships, solar PV 
deployment, and industrial decarbonization efforts. She cited Ormoc City’s geothermal-powered 
development and solar-powered irrigation, as well as Marikina City’s low-emission strategy 
pursued through efficient public buildings and protected bicycle lanes, as examples of how 
national energy policy becomes meaningful at the community level. 
 
Central to her message was the principle of inclusion. Herrera emphasised that a just transition 
must support workers, micro, small, and medium enterprises (MSMEs), women, youth, and 
vulnerable sectors. She also noted that consultations for the updated NDC ensure that youth, 
women’s groups, farmers, and indigenous communities help shape the Philippines’ future 
energy pathway. 
 
She reaffirmed the Philippines’ strong commitment to the UNFCCC Just Transition Work 
Programme, stating that climate change requires solutions built on solidarity and shared 
responsibility. “You are not just participants, you are partners in shaping our region’s future,” 
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Herrera said. “Let us lead this transition together, with purpose, with community, and with each 
other.” 
 
Organised by the Australian Government’s Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT), the 
program convened youth energy and climate leaders from across Asean to explore regional 
leadership, policy pathways, and practical examples of low-carbon transformation. 
 

=END= 
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