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ABS CBN

Typhoon Tino maintains strength, nears Cuyo Islands
By: Ariel Rojas and Rose Carmelle Lacuata

Typhoon Tino maintained its strength and was nearing Cuyo Islands on Tuesday night, the state
weather bureau said.

AL JAZEERA

At least 46 killed as Typhoon Kalmaegi batters the Philippines
By: Abby Rogers

The death toll from Typhoon Kalmaegi in the Philippines has reached 46, including six people
on a military helicopter that crashed during the powerful storm that unleashed heavy rains and
floods across the central region of the country.


https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/weather-traffic/2025/11/4/typhoon-tino-maintains-strength-about-to-emerge-over-sulu-sea-1855
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/11/4/typhoon-kalmaegi-flooding-kills-more-than-40-in-the-philippines

REUTERS

Lula touts 'COP of Truth' in Brazil as UN warns emissions too high
By: Katy Daigle, Simon Jessop and Kate Abnett

With a U.N. report warning that worldwide carbon emissions remain too high to halt global
warming, Brazil's president said on Tuesday that this month’s U.N. climate change summit in the
Amazon would be a "COP of Truth" and offer real solutions.

THE MANILA TIMES

EU scrambles to seal climate deal ahead of COP30

EU environment ministers will Tuesday make a last-ditch attempt to reassert the bloc’s climate
ambitions by nailing down key emissions targets in the run-up to the UN’s climate summit in
Brazil.

[Opinion] The importance of prioritizing climate mitigation

In development finance circles, there has been a growing sentiment that too much focus is
being given to climate mitigation instead of climate adaptation in developing countries that suffer
disproportionately from the effects of global warming. The view of an increasing number of
development experts is that instead of putting more effort into helping these countries manage
the impacts of climate change on their populations and economies, well-meaning institutions are
favoring energy transition and other greenhouse gas (GHG) reduction initiatives. The rationale
of this point of view is that since these countries contribute the least to global GHG emissions
but suffer the consequences of it more severely, the need for adaptation rather than mitigation is
obviously much higher.

THE PHILIPPINE STAR

[Opinion] Climate change summit

The 30th climate COP (COP30) is taking place from 10th November to 21st. Goals include
tripling renewable energy globally by 2030 and moving away' from fossil fuels.


https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/cop/world-will-overshoot-15c-climate-goal-un-says-2025-11-04/?link_source=ta_first_comment&taid=690a603ac42a4c00016a8151&utm_campaign=trueAnthem:+Trending+Content&utm_medium=trueAnthem&utm_source=facebook&fbclid=IwZnRzaAN3bn9leHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHoQtgQ7FbaQkGxuLjDA7FxKAzqKRE-eRSP9yaNaBaO1XcDZ4gdeobWBHTRQ0_aem_MUyKmyCosltaqoYUjc6JWA
https://www.manilatimes.net/2025/11/05/world/americas-emea/eu-scrambles-to-seal-climate-deal-ahead-of-cop30/2215622
https://www.manilatimes.net/2025/11/05/opinion/editorial/the-importance-of-prioritizing-climate-mitigation/2215712
https://www.philstar.com/the-freeman/opinion/2025/11/05/2484991/climate-change-summit
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Why Filipinos should care about climate negotiations at COP30
By: Raphael Bosano

The Philippines continues to be the world’s most at-risk country, especially when it comes to
flooding.

PAGEONE

Philippines, Germany Vow To Work As Stronqg Partners Vs. Climate Change

The Philippines and Germany vowed to continue to push for transformative climate and
biodiversity action through the Transformative Actions for Climate and Ecological Protection and
Development (TRANSCEND) Project — a joint initiative that strengthens climate governance,
empowers communities, and protects ecosystems.

PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY

Cli hief Filipi h: Defi ili .
By: John Lester Naguna

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) called on Filipino youth to shift their focus from
surviving disasters to preventing them, redefining resilience as prevention, not repeated
recovery.

PWERSA BALITA

Philippin r A Data-Driven Di r Resilience.
By: Kenneth Marcos

Amid rising typhoons, floods, and heatwaves, communities across the Philippines continue to
rebuild from disasters. For many families, the cycle of destruction and recovery has become a
familiar, yet exhausting, reality. Experts now stress the need to move beyond simply reacting to
disasters and toward preventing them through science and planning.

Information and Knowledge Management Division


https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/health-science/2025/11/4/why-filipinos-should-care-about-climate-negotiations-at-cop30-1416
https://pageone.ph/philippines-germany-vow-to-work-as-strong-partners-vs-climate-change/
https://pia.gov.ph/news/climate-chief-urges-filipino-youth-define-resilience-as-prevention-not-recovery/
https://www.pwersabalita.com/philippines-urged-to-adopt-data-driven-disaster-resilience/

ABS CBN

Typhoon Tino maintains strength, nears Cuyo Islands
By: Ariel Rojas and Rose Carmelle Lacuata

Typhoon Tino maintained it strength and was nearing Cuyo Islands on Tuesday night, the state
weather bureau said.

At 7 p.m., it was over the coastal waters of Magsaysay, Palawan.
It packs winds of 130 kph with gusts up to 180 kph and is moving westward at 25 kph.

Wind signal no. 4 is still in effect over the northernmost part of Palawan, including Calamian and
Cuyo Islands.

Meanwhile, signal no. 3 is up in northern Palawan, Aklan, Antique, western Capiz, and western
lloilo.

It is currently moving northwestward at 15 kph, and may pass close to or make landfall over
Cuyo Islands and then northern Palawan early Wednesday.

Signal No. 2 was also raised over the following areas:
southwestern portion of Masbate

southern portion of Oriental Mindoro

southern portion of Occidental Mindoro
southern portion of Romblon

northern portion of Palawan

Cebu including Bantayan Islands

central portion of Negros Oriental

rest of Negros Occidental

Meanwhile, the following areas are still under Signal No. 1:

southern portion of Quezon

southern portion of Marinduque

rest of Oriental Mindoro

rest of Occidental Mindoro including Lubang Island
rest of Romblon

rest of Masbate including Burias and Ticao Islands
central portion of Palawan

Biliran

northwestern portion of Leyte

Camotes Islands

northern and western portions of Bohol


https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/weather-traffic/2025/11/4/typhoon-tino-maintains-strength-about-to-emerge-over-sulu-sea-1855

e Siquijor
e rest of Negros Oriental

Tino earlier made its fifth landfall over lloilo City at 1:20 p.m.

PAGASA said heavy rainfall, severe winds and storm surge may still be experienced in localities
outside the landfall point and the forecast confidence cone.

Tino may exit the Philippine area of responsibility late Wednesday or early Thursday.

At least 26 people have been killed, while hundreds of thousands have been displaced in the
wake of Tino's onslaught, according to the Office of Civil Defense.



AL JAZEERA

At least 46 killed as Typhoon Kalmaegi batters the Philippines
By: Abby Rogers

The death toll from Typhoon Kalmaegi in the Philippines has reached 46, including six people
on a military helicopter that crashed during the powerful storm that unleashed heavy rains and
floods across the central region of the country.

Floodwaters trapped many people on their roofs and submerged cars on Tuesday, and entire
towns on the island of Cebu have been inundated.

At least 39 people were killed in the central province of Cebu, local authorities said. One person
was reported dead on the nearby island of Bohol.

The Huey helicopter went down in Agusan del Sur on the island of Mindanao, where it was
conducting a humanitarian disaster response mission, the military said. Six bodies of the crew
were recovered and an investigation was under way.

In the 24 hours before Typhoon Kalmaegi, locally named Tino, made landfall shortly before
midnight on Monday, the area around provincial capital Cebu City was deluged with 183
millimetres (seven inches) of rain, well in excess its 131-millimetre monthly average, state
weather specialist Charmagne Varilla told AFP.

“The water rose so fast,” Don del Rosario, 28, told the news wire AFP from Cebu City. “By
4:00am, it was already uncontrollable — people couldn’t get out [of their houses].”

“I've been here for 28 years, and this is by far the worst we’ve experienced.”

In a Facebook post on Tuesday, provincial governor Pamela Baricuatro called the situation in
Cebu “unprecedented”.

“We were expecting the winds to be the dangerous part, but ... the water is what’s truly putting
our people at risk,” Baricuatro said on Facebook. “The floodwaters are just devastating.”

Although the storm gradually lost strength on Tuesday, it continued to lash the country with
winds of 120km/h (74.5mph) and gusts of 165km/h (102.5mph) as it swept across the Visayas
islands headed for northern Palawan and towards the South China Sea.

Tens of thousands of residents were evacuated across the Visayas region, including parts of
southern Luzon and northern Mindanao, authorities said. The typhoon was expected to leave
the Philippines late on Wednesday or early Thursday.


https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/11/4/typhoon-kalmaegi-flooding-kills-more-than-40-in-the-philippines

“Due to interaction with the terrain, Tino may slightly weaken while crossing Visayas. However, it
is expected to remain at typhoon intensity throughout its passage over the country,” state
weather agency PAGASA said in a morning bulletin.

The Philippines is hit by an average of 20 storms and typhoons each year, routinely striking
disaster-prone areas where millions live in poverty. The Philippines was hit by two major storms
in September, including Super Typhoon Ragasa, which killed at least three people and forced
thousands to evacuate from villages and schools in Northern Philippines.

Kalmaegi is forecast to make landfall on Thursday night in Vietham’s central regions, which
have already suffered heavy floods that killed at least 40 people and left six others missing over
the past week.



REUTERS

Lula touts 'COP of Truth' in Brazil as UN warns emissions too high
By: Katy Daigle, Simon Jessop and Kate Abnett

With a U.N. report warning that worldwide carbon emissions remain too high to halt global
warming, Brazil's president said on Tuesday that this month’s U.N. climate change summit in the
Amazon would be a "COP of Truth" and offer real solutions.

Despite three decades of global negotiations, countries will not prevent warming from exceeding
1.5 degrees Celsius — the main goal of the Paris Agreement brokered a decade ago. Instead,
the world is on track for an extreme 2.3 - 2.5°C of warming, the United Nations' Environment
Programme said on Tuesday.

The forecast assumes countries will fulfill pledges they have made so far to cut emissions. If
they fall short, the world will get even hotter.

"This will be difficult to reverse," UNEP said of the 1.5C overshoot, noting that countries would
need to move even faster and make even bigger reductions in greenhouse gas emissions to
prevent runaway climate change.

Brazil's President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, whose country hosts COP30 on November 10-21,
said failure to deliver on past climate deals — including the Kyoto Protocol and promised climate
finance — was demoralizing for people around the world.

Speaking with reporters at a naval base in Belem, Lula said countries must deliver on past
promises, rather than making new ones.

“We don't want the COP to continue to be an exposition or a fair for ideological climate products,
with everyone seeing what they want, how they want it, and no one being obliged to do anything
and make things happen,” Lula said.

“We want it to be very serious, and for the things we decide to be implemented,” he said, noting
some countries were “not complying” with the Paris treaty committing them to limit warming to
“well below” 2°C above pre-industrial levels, working for a limit at 1.5°C.

The U.N. emissions report on Tuesday noted that the current warming trajectory was only 0.3°C
lower than it was a year ago before COP29 in Baku, Azerbaijan - meaning new plans
announced this year have done little to move the needle.


https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/cop/world-will-overshoot-15c-climate-goal-un-says-2025-11-04/?link_source=ta_first_comment&taid=690a603ac42a4c00016a8151&utm_campaign=trueAnthem:+Trending+Content&utm_medium=trueAnthem&utm_source=facebook&fbclid=IwZnRzaAN3bn9leHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHoQtgQ7FbaQkGxuLjDA7FxKAzqKRE-eRSP9yaNaBaO1XcDZ4gdeobWBHTRQ0_aem_MUyKmyCosltaqoYUjc6JWA

Brazil will propose creating a new U.N.-linked global environment council empowered to travel
and monitor progress on climate pledges around the world.

“Because otherwise nothing will happen. A country says ‘I'm not going to comply’ and nothing
happens to it,” Lula said. “So the COP loses its momentum, and soon people will no longer want
to participate, because it’s pointless.”

MONEY MEETS

The conference will be held in the riverside city of Belem in the Amazon rainforest with dozens
of indigenous groups participating in the talks. Still, limited capacity and high costs have created
logistical headaches.

“We didn't want to be comfortable, we wanted challenges. And we wanted the world to come
and see the Amazon,” Lula said.

Instead, many corporate executives, regulators, bankers and investors have gone further south
to the coastal Brazilian city of Sao Paulo, where they hope to help speed up climate action in
the real economy by highlighting what is working.

Clean industry groups said in a report on Tuesday that over 1,000 clean projects were in
development worldwide. More than 70 of them, together worth $140 billion, are set to be
shovel-ready in coming months, according to the Industrial Transition Accelerator and Mission
Possible Partnership.

Near Sao Paulo’s financial hub, business experts attended panel discussions, meetings and
roundtables tackling topics from carbon markets to best practices in pricing the carbon held in a
stand of trees.

Hitachi Energy’s head of sustainability, Alicia Arglello, said she attended a roundtable Monday
about green electricity grids. "l got a lot of feedback,” she said.

Across town at a massive convention center, another three-day event offered more than 150
speakers.

Some were disappointed at being so far from the COP30 discussions in Belem, a four-hour
flight from Sao Paulo. That meant they would not be able to network with country officials.

“These people including ourselves tend to be implementers,” said CEO Andrew Johnstone of
Climate Fund Managers. Not being in Belem “affects the peripheral discussions and
collaborations that may come out of convening ideas and people. That's a negative.”

The world has made some progress in 30 years of climate negotiations. A decade ago, when
the Paris Agreement was signed, the planet was on course for around a 4°C temperature rise.



But in 2024, UNEP said, global carbon emissions increased by another 2.3% to 57.7 gigatonnes
of CO2 equivalent.
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EU scrambles to seal climate deal ahead of COP30

EU environment ministers will Tuesday make a last-ditch attempt to reassert the bloc’s climate
ambitions by nailing down key emissions targets in the run-up to the UN’s climate summit in
Brazil.

“To come empty-handed to Belem,” where the COP30 talks are taking place from Nov. 10 to 21,
“‘would really undermine the EU’s credibility,” warned an EU diplomat.

Talks are expected to stretch into the night among the European Union’s 27 member states,
which have been haggling for months over two separate targets for slashing greenhouse-gas
emissions: one for 2035 and the other for 2040.

Behind only China, the United States and India in terms of emissions, the EU has been the most
committed of the major polluters to climate action and has already cut emissions by 37 percent
compared to 1990.

After blazing a trail, the EU’s political landscape has shifted to the right, and climate concerns
have largely taken a back seat to defense and competitiveness.

Ministers’ most urgent challenge on Tuesday is to reach a unanimous deal on an emissions
target for 2035, known as a Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC), which Paris Agreement
signatories are supposed to bring to the Brazil summit.

Beyond that, they hope to lock in the support of a weighted majority of countries for the next big
climate target set out by the European Commission on the path to carbon neutrality by 2050.

The EU executive said in July it wanted to cut emissions by 90 percent by 2040, compared to
1990 levels — a major step towards net-zero.

But the bloc’s capitals have yet to endorse that next step, which would require sweeping
changes to industry and daily life at a time of growing concern over adverse impacts on
Europe’s economy.

Spain and the Nordic countries support the 2040 proposal, as does Germany — with some
caveats. But Hungary, Poland, the Czech Republic and Italy remain opposed, citing risks to their

industrial sectors.

Heavyweight France, meanwhile, has kept observers guessing, drawing criticism from
environmental groups.

‘Balancing act’
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https://www.manilatimes.net/2025/11/05/world/americas-emea/eu-scrambles-to-seal-climate-deal-ahead-of-cop30/2215622

To win over the staunchest sceptics, Tuesday’s talks will cover a range of “flexibilities” for
member states, including letting countries count carbon credits purchased to finance projects
outside Europe.

A commission pledge for credits to account for up to three percent of a nation’s 2040 emission
cuts failed to win over hardliners, with countries including France pushing for a higher threshold

of five percent.

Some countries also want a review clause in the 2040 climate law, allowing the target to be
reassessed every two years.

“Member States should not further undermine the proposals on the table through unnecessary
loopholes,” warned Sven Harmeling at Climate Action Network Europe.

A diplomat involved in the process defended the compromise shaping up in Brussels, while
conceding it was “not necessarily pretty.”

“In the muddy, messy, nasty real world out there, we are trying to achieve something good,” said
the diplomat, granted anonymity to discuss the sensitive deliberations.

“It's a careful balancing act,” summed up a second diplomat, who said countries “seem to be
converging” on an agreement.

The EU insists it remains committed to its role as global climate leader, having mobilized 31.7
billion euros ($36.6 billion) in public climate finance in 2024, making it the world’s largest donor.
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[Opinion] The importance of prioritizing climate mitigation

In development finance circles, there has been a growing sentiment that too much focus is
being given to climate mitigation instead of climate adaptation in developing countries that suffer
disproportionately from the effects of global warming. The view of an increasing number of
development experts is that instead of putting more effort into helping these countries manage
the impacts of climate change on their populations and economies, well-meaning institutions are
favoring energy transition and other greenhouse gas (GHG) reduction initiatives. The rationale
of this point of view is that since these countries contribute the least to global GHG emissions
but suffer the consequences of it more severely, the need for adaptation rather than mitigation is
obviously much higher.

The Philippines, of course, is a perfect example. Despite only contributing about 0.5 percent of
annual global GHG emissions, we are at or near the top of every list of most climate-vulnerable
countries. The latter point is being rather painfully highlighted as this commentary is being
written, as our 20th tropical cyclone of the year is currently chewing its way across the Visayas,
with what is likely to be the 21st already forming a few days behind it. Yet most climate
change-related development efforts here, whether they are backed by multilateral institutions or
foreign benefactors, or projects initiated and managed by the government, are still concerned
with mitigation rather than adaptation. Some recent examples include competing efforts by the
energy and environment departments to launch a carbon credit framework for the country, the
energy department’s acceleration of renewable energy development, the enactment of the
Extended Producers Responsibility law to address plastic waste, and more stringent Securities
and Exchange Commission rules on emissions and climate mitigation reporting by corporations.

However, a recent commentary by the Asian Development Bank highlighted the importance of
mitigation efforts in climate-vulnerable Asian countries, making the argument that while
individual countries may not be significant contributors of GHG emissions, the Asia-Pacific
region as a whole contributes almost half of the global total. “By contributing significantly to
emissions, the region is heightening its own exposure to risks, with temperatures rising at
double the global average pace,” ADB’s experts wrote in the Oct. 28 online article. Tracking
emissions across different sectors and the complicated supply chains that exist in the region
“can address both issues (i.e., emissions and climate impacts) and support sustainable growth.”

The commentary goes into a great amount of detail to explain that the Asia-Pacific region’s
emissions are a bit skewed toward agriculture and manufacturing — that is, production — rather
than consumption, and as a result are not tracked with complete accuracy. Sorting this out by
gathering more complete data on emissions, down to levels of economic activity that have not
typically been included in emissions counting, can help to identify vulnerabilities as well as
sources of GHG emissions that can be addressed.

Even though there is an aspect of defensiveness in all of this, as ADB is quickly becoming the

world’s biggest financier of climate-related action, the implication in its commentary that focusing
on mitigation will also answer a lot of adaptation needs does make some sense. One pertinent
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https://www.manilatimes.net/2025/11/05/opinion/editorial/the-importance-of-prioritizing-climate-mitigation/2215712

example would be the development of microgrid and distributed energy projects, small networks
not necessarily connected to the national grid that supply electricity through combinations of
renewable energy (usually solar) and energy storage. These have a mitigation goal in that they
replace reliance on dirty sources such as diesel-powered generators, but they are also an
effective adaptation solution. As we are seeing at present, the passage of Typhoon Tino has
caused widespread power outages, as would be expected with any typhoon. However, areas
that have an alternative supply, and a clean one at that, can keep the lights on and stay in
business. Recovering from other impacts of the typhoon will also be faster and less costly as a
result.

Continuing to focus on mitigation, which is to say, supporting the programs the government
already has in place or is planning, is thus not misplacing our climate efforts. The initiatives,
however, need to consider both their mitigation and adaptation benefits, and they need to be
broader. More than 90 percent of Philippine enterprises are small and micro-scale businesses;
as the ADB commentary suggests, assessing their emissions contributions, small though they
may be, along with the emissions attributable to the supply chains to which they are connected,
is a good way to identify both mitigation and adaptation needs that are currently being
overlooked.
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THE PHILIPPINE STAR

[Opinion] Climate change summit

The 30th climate COP (COP30) is taking place from 10th November to 21st. Goals include
tripling renewable energy globally by 2030 and moving away' from fossil fuels.

World leaders will gather in Brazil for COP30, the UN’s annual climate summit. It is an
opportunity to discuss the climate change crisis problem and find solutions.

For decades, the world has measured climate progress in degrees of warming and tons of
carbon. Those are important numbers, but they don't tell us anything about the quality of
people’s lives.

Are families able to grow enough food? Are communities healthy? Does everyone have access
to reliable energy?

Our ultimate goal should be improving human welfare and making sure people everywhere can
live healthy, productive lives --even though we live on a warming planet.

That means investing in solutions that make life better today and also to cut emissions for
tomorrow. We need affordable clean energy, resilient crops, and stronger health systems. We
need to direct our money and resources toward the things that give the most help per dollar and
away from those that don't.

Here, we have the National Climate Change Action Plan (NCCAP): The NCCAP, guides the
country's climate response by prioritizing areas like food security, water sufficiency, and
sustainable energy.

This country continues to be highly vulnerable to climate change, facing ongoing threats from
extreme weather events like typhoons and monsoons. The outlook for the year includes the
potential for above-normal rainfall, especially during the January-March period, with ongoing
effects from cold surges and rising temperatures.
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CCC IN THE NEWS:
ABS CBN

Why Filipinos should care about climate negotiations at COP30
By: Raphael Bosano

The Philippines continues to be the world’s most at-risk country, especially when it comes to
flooding.

This, according to the 2025 World Risk Report, which found that floods remain among the most
severe hazards of this generation — impacting people, infrastructure, and ecosystems across
the globe.

An analysis of local conditions, population density, and hazard exposure shows that much of the
country faces medium to very high vulnerability to both coastal and river flooding.

For a nation made up of more than 7,000 islands, surrounded by warm seas and frequently
battered by typhoons, the findings are no surprise.

What makes the situation worse, experts say, is climate change or the planet’s continuous
warming caused by greenhouse gas emissions.

In just a few days, that crisis will once again take center stage as leaders, experts, and
advocates gather for the 30th Conference of the Parties (COP30) to the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change.

The Philippines is expected to make its stand at the summit, calling for climate justice and
equity.

“We are one of the least contributors of greenhouse gas emissions, less than half of one
percent. Pero tayo ang napupuruhan pagdating sa epekto ng climate change,” said Climate
Change Commission Executive Director Robert Borje.

(We are one of the least contributors of greenhouse gas emissions, less than half of one
percent. But we are hit the worst when it comes to the impacts of climate change.)

“Kailangan maisulong natin hindi lang ang ating interest patungkol sa pagpalago ng
kooperasyon sa climate finance, pero kung paano pa mapalakas ang coordination para
matulungan ang mga bansa na patuloy pang humaharap sa problema ng climate change.”

(We need to push for our interest when it comes to enriching cooperation on climate finance and

look at how we can strengthen that coordination to help countries that continue to face
devastation as a result of climate change.)
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COP30, happening a decade after the historic Paris Agreement, will serve as a checkpoint for
nations to assess how far -- or how little -- they’ve gone in keeping their promise to limit global
warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius.

For the Philippines, that target isn’t just a number -- it's the thin line between survival and
devastation.

Warmer ocean temperatures and moist air from the Pacific provide the perfect conditions for
tropical cyclones. On average, 20 typhoons enter the country each year. Some of them are
catastrophic, like Yolanda and Odette.

FINANCING SURVIVAL

In recent years, the country has strengthened its climate adaptation measures, from building
seawalls, developing early warning systems, and even using satellite images. But experts admit
that financing these efforts is a challenging hurdle.

Dr. Rosa Perez, senior research fellow at the Manila Observatory, admits that a lot of adaptation
activities and measures lack financing.

“Para yan ma-realize, kailangan suportahan tayo ng mga bansang mas nakaaangat. We'’re
negotiating sa international COP na bigay tayo ng tulong, tulong pinancial, technological and
capacity building,” she said.

(For this to be realized, we need support from developed countries. We’re negotiating at COP
so that we may be given assistance financially, as well as technological and capacity building.)

In July, the International Court of Justice released an advisory opinion stating that countries are
“obligated to address climate change” and failing to do so opens the door for affected nations to
demand reparations. This development reinforces what climate-vulnerable nations like the
Philippines have long been advocating, that inaction by major emitters has real human costs.

For millions of Filipinos living in flood-prone and coastal communities, climate change is no
longer an abstract scientific concept. It's an everyday struggle.

As negotiators head to COP30, the hope is that their decisions translate into real relief for those
who have already lost so much, and give a fighting chance for future generations to inherit a
safer planet.

WHAT IS COP 307
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The 30th Conference of the Parties (COP30) is an annual climate summit organized by the
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). This year’s conference
will be held in Belem, Brazil.

Here, nations are expected to review progress and submit new national climate action plans.
Also expected is the operationalization of the Funds for Responding to Loss and Damage

(FRLD) that aims to support climate-vulnerable countries like the Philippines.

Outcomes of COP30 not only aim to improve policies on just transitions and disaster resilience
funding, but also the pace of global action for the coming years.
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PAGEONE

Philippines, Germany Vow To Work As Stronqg Partners Vs. Climate Change

The Philippines and Germany vowed to continue to push for transformative climate and
biodiversity action through the Transformative Actions for Climate and Ecological Protection and
Development (TRANSCEND) Project — a joint initiative that strengthens climate governance,
empowers communities, and protects ecosystems.

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) underscored the need to turn climate projects into
lasting systems and institutional reforms that sustain impact beyond project cycles and empower
communities to take climate action that endures.

“The Philippines’ climate response must move beyond isolated pilot projects toward coherent
systems that sustain impact beyond budget cycles,” CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive
Director Robert E.A. Borje told the partners from the Government of Germany, the United
Nations, other government agencies, and non-government organizations during the 2nd Project
Steering Committee (PSC) Meeting on Oct. 28.

“Our partnership must move beyond pilots. It must translate innovation into institutional practice,
and good practice into national policy,” he added.

For his part, German Ambassador to the Philippines Dr. Andreas Michael Pfaffernoschke
reaffirmed Germany’s support, emphasizing that climate change is a shared responsibility
requiring collective resolve.

“Our two countries will continue to work as strong and constructive partners in addressing one
of the most pressing challenges of humankind,” he said as quoted in a news release on
Monday.

The ambassador added that the warming of the planet should not be viewed merely as a threat
but as a challenge that calls for a stronger commitment.

He stressed that this should motivate nations to push harder toward ensuring a sustainable and
livable planet for future generations.

The 2nd PSC meeting reviewed project progress and ensured strategic alignment for the
coming years, including monitoring and evaluation systems to measure tangible outcomes such
as reduced risks, restored ecosystems, and improved access to sustainable services.

Jointly implemented by the Deutsche Gesellschaft flr Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GlZ)
GmbH, the CCC, and the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), the
TRANSCEND Project embodies the Philippines—Germany partnership’s shared commitment to
climate and ecological transformation. It aims to strengthen the country’s capacity to integrate
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climate and biodiversity priorities into planning, investment, and policy — ensuring that climate
action and ecosystem protection advance hand in hand.

Borje highlighted the CCC'’s initiatives to integrate climate resilience into regular government
operations by strengthening policies and financing mechanisms that link plans, budgets, and
outcomes.

He noted that sustainable resilience depends on “systems that align, financing that rewards
outcomes, and institutions that endure,” adding that these principles guide President Ferdinand
R. Marcos Jr’s administration in pursuing systemic, evidence-based, and inclusive climate
governance.

Running from 2025 to 2029, TRANSCEND aligns with national frameworks such as the National
Adaptation Plan (NAP), Nationally Determined Contribution Implementation Plan (NDCIP), and
the Philippine Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (PBSAP). The project seeks to
institutionalize transformative, evidence-based actions that promote inclusive, nature-positive,
and sustainable growth.

DENR Undersecretary Analiza Rebuelta-Teh welcomed the project’s role in strengthening
convergence between climate and biodiversity efforts.

“This meeting allows us to assess milestones, address gaps, and ensure our actions advance
both climate resilience and ecosystem protection,” she said.
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Climate chief urges Filipino youth: Define resilience as prevention, not recovery
By: John Lester Naguna

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) called on Filipino youth to shift their focus from
surviving disasters to preventing them, redefining resilience as prevention, not repeated
recovery.

During the recent “Climate Action Now: Students for Resilience” event at the Pamantasan ng
Lungsod ng Valenzuela (PLV), CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje
challenged students to transform awareness into meaningful action, emphasizing that resilience
isn’t just about bouncing back quickly.

“Resilience is not about how fast we rebuild—it's about how less we need to,” Borje told
students at the Pamantasan ng Lungsod ng Valenzuela (PLV). “It's not about surviving the next
storm, but preventing the next loss.”

Borje highlighted that the impacts of climate change—like flooding, extreme heat, and
disease—are already disrupting the daily lives, education, and livelihoods of Filipinos. He
appealed to the youth’s personal experiences, stating, “These are not statistics. These are our
stories, your stories.”

He urged young Filipinos to become champions of science, policy, and a shared sense of duty
to finally break the recurring national cycle of disaster, relief, and repair. According to Borje,
building true resilience starts with learning and preparation, and is sustained by collective
action.

Recognizing the youth as the digital generation, Borje reminded them of the critical need for
discernment in an era saturated with online misinformation.

“In this era of algorithms and echo chambers, truth itself is a form of climate action,” he stated.

He praised youth-led efforts, from coastal cleanups to local preparedness initiatives, noting that
consistent, small acts of care lead to significant change. “We don’t need to be rich to make a
difference. We just need to care, to act, and to keep learning.”

Borje also acknowledged the role of the adults present in the event, affirming their duty to
empower the next generation: “To the adults here, our role is not to take the future from your
hands, but to steady them as you hold it,” he said, calling on them to provide structure,
opportunity, and trust.
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He concluded with an inspiring message about the youth’s vital role in national climate action:
“We are not powerless—we are purposeful. We are not waiting for the future; we are building it

together.”

The event, which aims to boost climate literacy and local resilience, was a collaborative effort by
the Philippine Information Agency (PIA), the PLV, and the Local Government of Valenzuela,
aligning with the CCC’s ongoing nationwide initiatives.
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Philippines Urged to Adopt Data-Driven Disaster Resilience.
By: Kenneth Marcos

Amid rising typhoons, floods, and heatwaves, communities across the Philippines continue to
rebuild from disasters. For many families, the cycle of destruction and recovery has become a
familiar, yet exhausting, reality. Experts now stress the need to move beyond simply reacting to
disasters and toward preventing them through science and planning.

At “The Resilience Agenda: A National Policy Dialogue on Disaster and Climate Resilience,” the
Climate Change Commission (CCC) highlighted the importance of anticipatory and data-driven
approaches to protect lives and livelihoods. CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director
Robert E.A. Borje said the Philippines’ resilience has historically been shaped by the disasters
themselves. “Each major event left lessons and, eventually, laws,” he said. “But this pattern—of
pain leading to policy—shows both our strength and our unfinished work. Now we must
legislate, plan, and act before disasters strike.”

Borje emphasized that true resilience is measured not by how quickly communities recover, but
by how effectively losses can be prevented. Achieving this requires stronger data systems,
better coordination among government agencies, and policies anchored in science. He urged
that resilience efforts shift “from reaction to reform, from rebuilding to readiness.”

The CCC cited ongoing national frameworks supporting this approach, including the National
Adaptation Plan (NAP 2023—-2050), the Philippine Development Plan (PDP 2023—-2028), and the
National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Plan (NDRRMP). Initiatives like Accelerated
Climate Action and Transformation for Local Communities (ACT Local) aim to help local
governments use data for evidence-based climate actions, though gaps remain in funding,
technical capacity, and accessibility.

Borje also highlighted the People’s Survival Fund as a critical source of financing for
community-led, nature-based adaptation projects. Streamlining approval processes and
improving access will be essential to help vulnerable communities prepare for climate risks.

“Resilience cannot rest on one office or one administration. It must rest on one nation—guided
by science, informed by data, and united in discipline,” Borje said. He urged collaboration
across national and local governments, civil society, and the private sector to strengthen
disaster and climate resilience nationwide.

The policy dialogue, organized with the support of Agence Francaise de Développement,
Expertise France, and the DILG Philippines through the DRREAL-TA project, gathered
representatives from government, academia, and development partners. Discussions focused
on building a unified, preventive approach to disaster management that protects communities
and safeguards development gains.
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As the Philippines faces increasing climate challenges, the CCC’s call for anticipatory,
data-driven resilience represents a shift from coping after disasters to preparing before they
strike—an approach that could help save lives and sustain livelihoods for generations.

=END=
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