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BUSINESS WORLD 
 
Money lost to flood control scam could have funded climate mitigation — Oxfam 
By: Adrian H. Halili 
 
Funding lost to corruption from the flood control scandal could have been used for climate 
adaptation programs, advocacy group Oxfam Pilipinas said, noting potential vulnerability to 
climate disasters. 
 
PHL developers boost disaster resilience amid climate hazards 
By: Beatriz Marie D. Cruz 
 
Property developers in the Philippines are increasingly integrating disaster-resilient and 
sustainable features in their projects, as recent earthquakes and extreme weather highlight the 
country’s vulnerability to natural hazards. 
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MONGABAY 
 
At COP30, Africa can lead the way to a sustainable future — but will it? (commentary) 
By: Samuel Ogunsona 
 
When the rivers rise and the skies grow dark, Africa’s resilience will light the way to a 
sustainable future. 
 
Africa, the continent that contributes the least to climate change, is paradoxically among the 
most vulnerable to its devastating impacts. Rising temperatures, changing rainfall patterns and 
increased frequency of extreme weather events are all taking a toll on the continent’s economy, 
infrastructure and human settlements. Yet, in the face of this existential threat, Africa has the 
potential to lead the way to a sustainable future. 
 
THE PHILIPPINE STAR 
 
Typhoon Tino maintains strength; Signal 4 raised 
By: Ghio Ong 
 
Meteorologists warned of intense rainfall, heavy flooding and mudslides as Typhoon Tino 
gathered strength yesterday, with the possibility of developing into a super typhoon. 
 

CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 
MANILA BULLETIN 
 
CCC boosts PH stance for COP30 through multistakeholder consultation 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) brought together a diverse group of civil society 
organizations, private sector representatives, and government agencies for a consultation 
aimed at consolidating a strong, unified, and inclusive Philippine position for the upcoming 30th 
Conference of the Parties (COP30) of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC) in Belém, Brazil. 
 
PAGEONE 
 
CCC Champions Actionable Climate Adaptation At APAN Forum 2025 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) shared the Philippines’ steadfast efforts to strengthen 
climate change adaptation at the Asia-Pacific Climate Change Adaptation Forum (APAN Forum) 
2025 in Bangkok, Thailand. 
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PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY 
 
PH, Germany vow to work as strong partners vs. climate change 
 
The Philippines and Germany vowed to continue to push for transformative climate and 
biodiversity action through the Transformative Actions for Climate and Ecological Protection and 
Development (TRANSCEND) Project — a joint initiative that strengthens climate governance, 
empowers communities, and protects ecosystems. 
 
RAPPLER 
 
Philippines’ new climate targets won’t make it in time for COP30 
By: Iya Gozum 
 
The Philippines’ revised climate action plan outlining new emission reduction targets will not 
make it in time for the 2025 United Nations Climate Change Conference or COP30. 
 

Information and Knowledge Management Division 
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BUSINESS WORLD 
 
Money lost to flood control scam could have funded climate mitigation — Oxfam 
By: Adrian H. Halili 
 
Funding lost to corruption from the flood control scandal could have been used for climate 
adaptation programs, advocacy group Oxfam Pilipinas said, noting potential vulnerability to 
climate disasters. 
 
“It leaves communities physically exposed to hazards from intensifying storms, floods, and other 
artificial disasters,” Joel Chester Pagulayan, Oxfam Pilipinas Climate Justice Portfolio Manager, 
said in a news briefing on Monday. 
 
The government has been facing increasing public scrutiny over flood control projects, where 
billions of pesos in public funds were siphoned off through padded contracts and shell 
companies. 
 
“It’s climate plunder in practice, where our public resources meant to reduce our climate risks, 
and our vulnerabilities are captured by a powerful few,” Mr. Pagulayan added. 
 
He said that “climate plunder” has worsened climate vulnerability for ordinary Filipinos. 
 
“When public flood control funds, or climate funds for that matter, become private profit, we don’t 
just lose money, we also lose lives, we also lose livelihoods,” he added. 
 
He added that the government, which is also facing criticism over disaster preparedness, should 
have used funding meant for flood mitigation infrastructure toward other climate adaptation 
measures. 
 
“We are losing sight of other potential solutions that can be used to adapt to the climate crisis,” 
he added. “Climate adaptation is not only about flood control projects or constructing 
infrastructure buffers.” 
 
The government should invest in nature-based and ecosystem-based solutions, like mangrove 
rehabilitation, to mitigate potential climate disasters, he said. 
 
Mr. Pagulayan added that the government should also invest in early warning systems that 
would enable vulnerable local governments to create their own disaster preparedness policies. 
 
“These adaptation measures could have been prioritized by the government instead of hard 
infrastructure projects,” he added. 
 
Citing an October study by Oxfam International, Mr. Pagulayan said that those within the global 
south along with women and indigenous groups may be more impacted by climate disasters. 
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The Philippines is located within the so-called pacific ring of fire where numerous earthquakes 
and disasters occur, an average of 20 storms also enter the Philippines annually. 
 
 

 

 
5 



PHL developers boost disaster resilience amid climate hazards 
By: Beatriz Marie D. Cruz 
 
Property developers in the Philippines are increasingly integrating disaster-resilient and 
sustainable features in their projects, as recent earthquakes and extreme weather highlight the 
country’s vulnerability to natural hazards. 
 
“Due to the recent natural disasters that have impacted the country, including Cebu and Davao, 
many, if not all, major developers have likely heightened discussions with their designers and 
planners on ways to mitigate such risks,” said Roy Amado L. Golez, Jr., director for research, 
consultancy and valuation at Leechiu Property Consultants. 
 
Developments that incorporate modern systems in power, water, waste, pollution and mobility 
tend to attract more tenants, he said in an e-mailed reply to questions. 
 
SM Prime Holdings, Inc. and its residential arm SM Development Corp. have made disaster 
preparedness a key part of their design process. 
 
“We’re finding that a lot of people are concerned about how to keep their assets and families 
safe,” Jessica Bianca T. Sy, SM Prime head of corporate planning and development, told 
BusinessWorld on the sidelines of an event last week. 
 
When they design a project, they first look at disaster resilience, then integrate broader 
sustainability features, she added. 
 
Aboitiz InfraCapital, which operates mixed-use estates in Cebu, Tarlac and Batangas, said 
resilience and preparedness are central to its developments. 
 
“We integrate disaster risk reduction and climate adaptation measures throughout our 
masterplans — from elevated roads and advanced drainage systems to reliable utilities with 
built-in redundancy,” Monica Lorenzana Trajano, Aboitiz InfraCapital economic estates head of 
commercial strategy, said in an e-mailed reply to questions. 
 
“These are supported by digital monitoring systems that allow rapid response and minimal 
disruption during natural events,” she added. 
 
The magnitude 6.9 earthquake that struck Cebu on Sept. 30 damaged at least 80 
establishments, according to the Department of Tourism, while the magnitude 7.4 and 6.8 
earthquakes in Davao last month damaged more than 2,100 houses across the Davao and 
Caraga regions, data from the National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council 
showed. 
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The Cebu earthquake underscored the need to build estates with resilience in mind, Ms. Trajano 
said. “Across our estates, we’re seeing a growing preference for developments that are not only 
environmentally responsible, but also designed to promote overall well-being.” 
 
Mr. Golez said developers are likely to avoid areas near fault lines or flood-prone zones, while 
increasing the adoption of green building certifications such as Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design, Building for Ecologically Responsive Design Excellence and the WELL 
Building Standard. 
 
He added that developers could further reduce their carbon footprint by using locally sourced 
materials and energy-efficient technologies. 
 
Ms. Trajano said sustainability features such as renewable energy use, wastewater 
management, decarbonization programs and green certifications are increasingly valued by 
investors. 
 
In cases of disruption, Aboitiz InfraCapital implements business continuity plans to ensure 
essential services and operations remain functional, she added. 
 
Mr. Golez said that the National Building Code could eventually be amended to mandate the 
use of more sustainable and disaster-resilient designs and technologies, as regulators and 
industry groups push stronger climate adaptation measures.  

 
7 



MONGABAY 
 
At COP30, Africa can lead the way to a sustainable future — but will it? (commentary) 
By: Samuel Ogunsona 
 
When the rivers rise and the skies grow dark, Africa’s resilience will light the way to a 
sustainable future. 
 
Africa, the continent that contributes the least to climate change, is paradoxically among the 
most vulnerable to its devastating impacts. Rising temperatures, changing rainfall patterns and 
increased frequency of extreme weather events are all taking a toll on the continent’s economy, 
infrastructure and human settlements. Yet, in the face of this existential threat, Africa has the 
potential to lead the way to a sustainable future. 
 
As the world grapples with climate change, the recent submissions of nationally determined 
contributions (NDCs) by countries ahead of COP30 in Belém, Brazil, have brought to the 
forefront critical gaps in global climate action. 
 
What are NDCs and why do they matter? 
 
The NDCs are countries’ commitments to reducing greenhouse gas emissions and adapting to 
the impacts of climate change. They are a crucial part of the global effort to combat climate 
change, as they allow countries to set their own targets and strategies for reducing emissions 
and transitioning to a more sustainable future. 
 
The concept of NDCs was established under the Paris Agreement in 2015, at the 21st 
Conference of the Parties (COP21) to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC) held in Paris. NDCs are important because they provide a framework for 
countries to develop and implement climate action plans, enable countries to contribute to the 
global goal of limiting warming to 1.5° Celsius (2.7° Fahrenheit) above preindustrial levels, allow 
countries to showcase their commitment to sustainable development and help to mobilize 
climate finance and support for developing countries. 
 
As an environmental journalist in Nigeria, I have seen firsthand the devastating impacts of 
climate change and environmental crises on communities and ecosystems. For instance, on 
Sept. 9, 2024, the Alau Dam in Borno State collapsed, unleashing a massive flood that ravaged 
Maiduguri, destroying homes, schools and even inundating the Sanda Kyarimi Park Zoo. This 
disaster resulted in significant loss of life and property, with many families mourning the loss of 
loved ones. 
 
Another striking example is the Ayetoro community in Ondo State, where rising sea levels have 
become a major concern. Located on the Mahin mud coast, the community is experiencing 
severe coastal erosion, with the sea encroaching on land. This has led to the displacement of 
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residents, destruction of homes and loss of livelihoods, particularly for those in the fishing 
industry. 
 
Despite all this, NDC submissions aimed at reducing climate change risks so far have been a 
mixed bag. 
 
Some countries have demonstrated ambition and commitment to reducing emissions, while 
others have fallen short. Countries like Nigeria, Brazil, Indonesia and Pakistan have made new 
commitments, but this collective progress still won’t be sufficient to meet a 31.2-gigaton cut in 
emissions by 2035 to avoid surpassing that 1.5°C threshold. This shortfall is concerning, as it 
signals that the world is not moving quickly enough to address the climate crisis. 
 
“It is critical that all countries deliver the most ambitious possible climate plans, especially the 
major emitters still missing from the table,” Ani Dasgupta, president and CEO of the World 
Resources Institute, noted in a statement. The lack of progress is alarming, and the world must 
come together to address the climate crisis and ensure a sustainable future for all. Africa has a 
chance to lead in this realm, as the world prepares to head into COP30, Nov. 10-21. 
 
Africa’s climate goals at COP30: A focus on sustainable development 
 
COP stands for Conference of the Parties, which is an annual gathering of world leaders, 
policymakers and stakeholders from countries that have signed the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). During COP, countries discuss and agree on global 
climate action plans, share best practices and set ambitious targets to address the climate 
crisis. 
 
U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres noted in 2023, “The era of global warming has ended; 
the era of global boiling has arrived.” COP30 in Belém is another pivotal moment for global 
climate action, and Africa has a crucial role to play. 
 
The African continent’s vulnerability to climate change and its potential for leadership in 
sustainable development make it a key player. African leaders and climate experts emphasize 
the continent’s unique position to drive climate action and sustainable growth. 
 
Abay Yimere, a postdoctoral scholar in international environment and resource policy, wrote that 
Africa “needs its own climate summit to bring African countries together to demand fair global 
responses, including greenhouse emissions cuts from high emitting countries in the developed 
world.” 
 
Africa can play a significant role in the global fight against climate change by leveraging its 
resources. The continent’s vast solar and wind potential can be harnessed to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions and address energy poverty. African countries can also promote 
sustainable agriculture practices, such as agroforestry and conservation agriculture, to enhance 
food security and reduce emissions. 
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Akinwumi Adesina, former president of the African Development Bank, emphasized the need for 
Africa to adopt clean energy technologies and sustainable practices to drive economic growth 
and reduce emissions. 
 
Similarly, Vera Songwe, executive secretary of the United Nations Economic Commission for 
Africa (UNECA), has noted that climate change is a major threat to Africa’s development, but it 
also presents opportunities for sustainable growth and innovation. 
 
A suggested goal for Africa could be to achieve a 20% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions 
by 2030, through a combination of renewable energy, energy efficiency and sustainable land 
use practices. This target is ambitious yet achievable, and even such a modest reduction can 
significantly mitigate the impacts of climate change, reducing the risk of devastating disasters 
like the floods in Borno State and ocean encroachment in Ayetoro, which have displaced 
thousands and threatened livelihoods. 
 
Here in Nigeria, the country has made significant pledges in its climate goals, with the recent 
submission of its third nationally determined contribution (NDC 3.0). The country aims to reduce 
its greenhouse gas emissions 32.2% by 2035, demonstrating its commitment to climate action 
and sustainable development. Nigeria, famously known as the “Giant of Africa,” has positioned 
itself to host COP32 in 2027, marking a major milestone in its climate agenda. 
 
Key issues for Africa at COP30 
 
What’s the top priority for Africa at COP30: securing climate finance, building resilience or 
driving sustainable development? 
 
The Second Africa Climate Summit, in Ethiopia in September, emphasized Africa’s leadership in 
climate solutions, focusing on African-led initiatives, financial commitments, green growth and 
resilience, with priorities on just energy transition, nature-based solutions, food and water 
security and community empowerment. 
 
Building on this momentum, Africa should focus on some of these key areas, including climate 
finance, climate adaptation and sustainable development. Experts and organizations say Africa 
needs access to climate finance to support its climate goals and sustainable development. The 
African Development Bank (AfDB) has estimated the continent requires between $1.3 trillion 
and $1.6 trillion in climate finance to meet its climate goals and the SDGs between 2020 and 
2030. To this end, COP30 should prioritize climate finance and provide a road map for 
mobilizing resources to support Africa’s climate action. 
 
As Patricia Espinosa, former executive secretary of the UNFCCC, has emphasized, climate 
finance is about “saving lives” and reducing suffering for those affected by climate change. 
 
COP30 can enhance Africa’s resilience to climate impacts by setting clear financial targets, 
establishing frameworks for accessing climate finance, promoting transparency and 
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accountability, supporting African-led initiatives and mobilizing public and private sector 
investments — particularly for vulnerable communities like those in Borno State and Ayetoro. 
Climate resources could help save livelihoods, protect homes and prevent displacement. 
 
However, unfulfilled climate promises would do the opposite, exacerbating suffering, 
displacement and loss, eroding trust in leadership and heightening desperation. For residents 
who’ve witnessed broken promises, the next step is crucial: Tangible action, not just rhetoric, is 
needed to restore hope and demonstrate commitment to their survival and prosperity. 
 
Yet, the question remains: Will COP30 deliver meaningful outcomes for Africa, or will it be 
another platform for unfulfilled promises? The clock is ticking, and the world must come together 
to address the climate crisis. Africa’s leadership and demands for climate justice will be pivotal 
in shaping the global response to this crisis. 
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THE PHILIPPINE STAR 
 
Typhoon Tino maintains strength; Signal 4 raised 
By: Ghio Ong 
 
Meteorologists warned of intense rainfall, heavy flooding and mudslides as Typhoon Tino 
gathered strength yesterday, with the possibility of developing into a super typhoon. 
 
Residents were evacuated, flights canceled, and schools and office work were suspended, with 
Wind Signal No. 4 hoisted yesterday over some areas as Tino (international name Kalmaegi) 
approached the Visayas and Mindanao. 
 
The Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration warned of 
storm surges. PAGASA administrator Nathaniel Servando advised local authorities to prohibit 
sea travel. 
 
A looming La Niña phenomenon could enhance the intense rainfall brought by the typhoon, 
which could spawn heavy flooding in vulnerable areas and cause more landslides, PAGASA 
said. 
 
At 5 p.m. yesterday, Tino strengthened further while moving closer to land, at 170 kilometers 
east-southeast of Guiuan in Eastern Samar. 
 
It was moving westward at 20 kilometers per hour, with maximum sustained winds of 130 kph 
near the center and gustiness of up to 160 kph. 
 
The town of Guiuan as well as the southern portion of Leyte, Southern Leyte, Camotes Islands, 
the northeastern portion of Bohol, Dinagat Islands and the islands of Siargao and Bucas Grande 
were placed under Tropical Cyclone Wind Signal No. 4. 
 
The southern portion of Eastern Samar, southern portion of Samar, central portion of Leyte, the 
northern and central portions of Cebu including Bantayan Islands, central and eastern portions 
of Bohol, northern portions of Negros Oriental and Negros Occidental, Guimaras, eastern Iloilo 
and the rest of Surigao del Norte were all under Signal No. 3. 
 
Signal No. 2 was raised in the southern portion of Masbate, south Romblon, Cuyo Islands, 
central portions of Eastern Samar and Samar, the rest of Leyte, Biliran, the rest of Bohol and 
Cebu, central Negros Oriental, rest of Negros Occidental, Siquijor, Capiz, rest of Iloilo, Aklan, 
Antique, northern Surigao del Sur, northern Agusan del Sur, northern Agusan del Norte and 
Camiguin. 
 
The provinces of Albay, Sorsogon, rest of Masbate including Ticao and Burias Islands, southern 
portion of Quezon province, southern Marinduque, rest of Romblon, Oriental and Occidental 
Mindoro, northern and central Palawan including Calamian and Cagayancillo Islands, Northern 
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Samar, rest of Eastern Samar and Samar and Negros Oriental, rest of Surigao del Sur, central 
Agusan del Sur, rest of Agusan del Norte, Misamis Oriental, northern Bukidnon, northern 
Misamis Occidental and northern Zamboanga del Norte were under Signal No. 1. 
 
The storm was projected to land either in the southern portion of Eastern Samar, Leyte, 
Southern Leyte and Dinagat Island by early morning today and traverse the Visayas area, until it 
emerges over the West Philippine Sea by tomorrow afternoon and exit the Philippine area of 
responsibility by Thursday morning. 
 
Tino will remain as a typhoon while passing over the Visayas and northern Palawan, PAGASA 
said. 
 
Aside from strong winds, Tino can also drench the entire Visayas, as well as some areas in 
Mindanao and the regions of Mimaropa and Bicol with rains of 50 and up to over 200 millimeters 
until tomorrow. 
 
Also, storm surges with waves of more than three meters could hit coasts in these areas, with 
the highest waves to hit portions of Eastern Visayas and the Caraga regions. 
 
The trough of Tino will also bring cloudy skies with scattered rains and thunderstorms in the 
remaining areas of Mindanao and other parts of Bicol. 
 
Meanwhile, two other weather systems will bring cloudy and rainy weather to the rest of Luzon 
and Mindanao today, based on PAGASA’s 24-hour weather forecast. 
 
The northeast monsoon will persist in most of Northern Luzon, while the shear line will bring 
cloudy skies with scattered rains and isolated thunderstorms in Metro Manila, Calabarzon and 
the provinces of Zambales, Bataan, Pampanga, Bulacan, Isabela and Aurora. 
 
The Land Transportation Franchising and Regulatory Board (LTFRB) discouraged travel by 
land-based public transportation while storm signals remain active. 
 
In its advisory, the agency also advised public transport drivers to avoid unnecessary trips to 
Metro Manila, Bicol and the Visayas. 
 
Preliminary evacuations 
Thousands were evacuated in coastal provinces yesterday, ahead of Typhoon Tino’s landfall, 
which is on a collision course with Leyte island. 
 
“Evacuations are ongoing in Palo and Tanauan,” said Leyte disaster official Roel Montesa, 
naming two of the towns hardest hit by storm surges in 2013, when Super Typhoon Yolanda 
killed more than 6,000 people. 
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Thousands of residents have also been evacuated since Sunday on neighboring Samar island, 
where three-meter surges are predicted, according to civil defence official Randy Nicart. 
 
“Some local governments are resorting to forced evacuations, including Guiuan town, where the 
storm is likely to make landfall,” Nicart said. 
 
The Philippines is hit by an average of 20 storms and typhoons each year, routinely striking 
disaster-prone areas where millions live in poverty. 
 
With Tino, the Philippines has already reached that average, PAGASA weather service 
specialist Charmaine Varilla told AFP, adding that at least “three to five more” storms could be 
expected by yearend. 
 
Just south of Leyte, in Dinagat Islands, Gov. Nilo Demerey said 10,000 to 15,000 people had 
been pre-emptively moved to safer areas. 
 
“We have been implementing preemptive evacuations for the past two days, while there is time,” 
Demerey told AFP. 
 
Disaster official Joy Conales said residents of Dinagat’s Loreto town were told to evacuate to 
higher ground. 
 
The town has a one-story-tall “wave breaker” dike intended to protect its center from big waves. 
 
A community from an island barangay off Getafe town, about 90 kilometers from Tagbiliran City, 
started as early as Sunday to evacuate to the mainland, Mayor Cary Camacho said. 
 
Some 66 families, or 267 persons, including children, senior citizens and women from the island 
of Nasingin are being accommodated at the municipal cultural center on Sunday as the typhoon 
is expected to hit Bohol. 
 
Gov. Aris Aumentado declared no classes in all private and public schools yesterday as a 
preemptive measure. 
 
The tourist destination of Panglao has issued an advisory suspending all water activities like 
snorkeling, island hopping and sea travel up to tomorrow. 
 
Sea travel from other islands, like Cebu and Cagayan de Oro and to Bohol, are also cancelled 
today. 
 
Scientists warn that storms are becoming more powerful due to human-driven climate change. 
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Varilla said Tuesday that higher numbers of cyclones typically accompany La Niña, a naturally 
occurring climate pattern that cools surface temperatures in the central and eastern equatorial 
Pacific Ocean. 
 
The Philippines was hit by two major storms in September, including Super Typhoon Nando, 
which toppled trees and tore the roofs off buildings, and killed 14 people in neighboring Taiwan. 
 
PNP steps up 
The Philippine National Police has placed all its units on full alert and has begun deploying 
personnel ahead of Tino’s expected landfall. 
 
As early as Oct. 31, the PNP said police teams were dispatched to areas identified as prone to 
flooding, landslides and storm surges, even as thousands of officers continued to secure 
cemeteries, transport terminals and major roads during the Undas holiday. 
 
PNP acting chief Lt. Gen. Jose Melencio Nartatez Jr. said the police are working on two fronts: 
ensuring public safety during Undas and preparing for disaster response once the storm hits. 
 
“We have already pre-positioned responders, vehicles and rescue teams in areas threatened by 
the storm,” Nartatez said. 
 
Police units nationwide have activated their disaster action plans in coordination with local 
government units (LGU), the National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council and 
other emergency responders. 
 
Nartatez urged the public to remain vigilant, avoid unnecessary travel in areas experiencing 
heavy rains and to contact 911 or the nearest police station for assistance. 
 
In an advisory issued yesterday, the Department of the Interior and Local Government (DILG) 
urged all LGUs, especially those in vulnerable areas, to ensure that minimum critical 
preparedness actions are in place, including the evacuation of residents. 
 
The DILG also reminded that local Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Councils 
(DRRMC) must be convened to conduct pre-disaster risk assessment meetings, closely monitor 
river water levels and enforce the no-sailing policy, prohibiting sea travel and small-scale fishing 
when gale warnings are issued. 
 
Classes suspended 
As Negros Island braces for the effects of Typhoon Tino today, work in government offices and 
classes in all levels, both private and public, have been suspended, while the Philippine Coast 
Guard also temporarily cancelled sea vessel trips between the islands of Negros, Panay and 
Cebu. 
 
Classes were also suspended in Negros Oriental and Negros Occidental yesterday until today. 

 
15 



All local disaster councils are now on red alert, while Negros Occidental Gov. Eugenio Jose 
Lacson called on Negrenses to heed the call on pre-evacuation if needed. 
 
The provincial government of Negros Occidental announced there will be no work for its 
employees today. A similar announcement was also made by the Bacolod City government and 
other LGUs. 
 
Lacson, however, said that government offices engaged in delivery of basic health, 
preparedness and disaster response services shall continue to operate. 
 
Classes and work in Eastern Visayas were suspended yesterday. Flights at the Tacloban airport 
were also canceled effective immediately. 
 
Mayor Alfred Romualdez has urged Taclobanons to evacuate and prioritize safety, as Typhoon 
Tino approaches the city. 
 
At a briefing with department heads, Romualdez advised residents to be at home by 5 p.m. and 
to follow evacuation orders. 
 
In Borongan City, the DRRMC convened an emergency meeting on Sunday to finalize 
preparedness and response measures. Presided over by Mayor Jose Ivan Dayan Agda, the 
meeting focused on ensuring community safety and readiness of all response mechanisms as 
the storm approaches Eastern Samar. 
 
In Northern Samar, convening the provincial DRRMC yesterday, Gov. Harris Ongchuan advised 
the public to brace for heavy rains, as PAGASA forecast 100 millimeters to 200mm of rainfall – 
categorized under orange rainfall – today. 
 
With the threat of heavy rains, Ongchuan ordered the suspension of work in government offices 
yesterday, while the suspension of work today will largely depend on weather updates. 
 
The provincial government of Misamis Oriental, including Gingoog City, suspended classes 
today at all levels as precautionary measure. 
 
Gingoog City Mayor Eric Cañosa, through the city DRRM department, has deployed heavy 
equipment in preparation for possible flash floods and strong winds that may uproot trees and 
damage structures. 
 
The suspension of classes covers Gingoog City and the municipalities Misamis Oriental of 
Tagoloan, Balingoan, Sugbongcogon, Binuangan, Medina, Balingasag, Lagonglong, Opol, 
Magsaysay, Kinoguitan, Talisayan, Manticao, Naawan and Initao. 
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Camiguin Gov. Xavier Jesus Romualdo has likewise ordered the suspension of classes in all 
levels across the province. Ferries are also suspended from Benoni to Balingoan Port back and 
forth. 
 
Cagayan de Oro City Mayor Rolando Uy has yet to issue an executive order for the suspension 
of classes. However, the City Engineering Office has begun clearing and desilting major 
drainage systems, which have been clogged with accumulated garbage. 
 
Court work suspended 
As authorized by the Supreme Court (SC), work in several courts across Southern Philippines 
was suspended yesterday. 
 
In Leyte, the suspensions include all courts and offices under the territorial jurisdiction of the 
Regional Trial Court of Tacloban City, RTC Calubian, the entire Carigara Judicial District and all 
courts under RTC Branch 14 in Baybay City. 
 
In Samar, the suspension covered all first and second level courts under the jurisdiction of RTC 
Catbalogan City, RTC Calbayog, RTC Gandara and RTC Branch 33 of Calbiga. 
 
In Eastern Samar, work in all courts under RTC Borongan City, RTC Dolores and RTC Branch 5 
in Oras. 
 
The suspension also affected Northern Samar, specifically RTC Catarman, RTC Branches 21 
and 22 of Laoang and their corresponding first level courts. 
 
Work was also suspended for courts in Biliran, specifically RTC Branch 16, Municipal Trial 
Courts (MTC) Naval and Maripipi and two Municipal Circuit Trial Court (MCTC) districts. 
 
Courts in Antique – RTC Branch 13 of Culasi and two MCTC districts – and Aklan, all courts 
under RTC Kalibo, were also included. 
 
The work suspension extended to parts of Mindanao and Southern Luzon, where in Surigao del 
Norte, all trial courts in Siargao Island were suspended, along with specific RTC Branches 29 
and 30 and MTC of Mainit and MCTCs. 
 
All first and second level courts in Dinagat Islands were likewise suspended for the full day 
yesterday. 
 
In Agusan del Norte, all courts under the administrative jurisdiction of RTC Branch 34 in 
Cabadbaran City were suspended starting at noon. 
 
In Sorsogon, located in the Bicol region of Southern Luzon, all courts in the Bulwagan 
Katarungan in Sorsogon City were suspended starting noon, along with first level courts within 
its administrative jurisdiction. 

 
17 



The courts under the administrative supervision of RTC Bais City in Negros Oriental were also 
suspended yesterday. 
 
Flights canceled 
The Civil Aviation Authority of the Philippines (CAAP) announced the cancellations of some 36 
flights to and from Siargao Airport, Cebu and Tacloban due to inclement weather in the area. 
 
Sunlight Air cancelled four flights, while CEBGO cancelled 10 flights to and from Siargao. 
Philippine Airlines cancelled 16 flights to and from Siargao, Cebu and Tacloban. 
 
AirAsia Philippines cancelled six flights from Manila to Tacloban and Caticlan and vice versa. 
 
All 42 airports under CAAP were placed under heightened alert status. 
 
The Philippine Coast Guard (PCG) went on alert yesterday and activated its Deployable 
Response Groups (DRGs) for possible conduct of search and rescue (SAR) missions. 
 
PCG spokesperson Captain Noemie Cayabyab said in a statement that all their DRG personnel 
have been placed on alert. Their rescue equipment, land vehicles and floating assets have also 
been prepositioned and ready for rapid deployment. 
 
Coast Guard districts in Southern Tagalog, Central Visayas, Eastern Visayas and Southwestern 
Mindanao have also been in constant coordination with their respective LGUs and concerned 
agencies. 
 
“A total of 3,103 passengers, drivers and cargo helpers, 1,203 rolling cargoes and 61 vessels 
remain stranded in various ports,” PCG said. 
 
There were also 530 vessels and 389 motorized boats that have taken shelter as a 
precautionary measure against the effects of the typhoon. 
 
Army, Red Cross 
The Philippine Army mobilized its Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Response (HADR) 
teams as Typhoon Tino moved closer toward Eastern Visayas yesterday. 
 
Army major units in the Visayas, Southern Luzon, Bicol Region and Metro Manila mobilized 417 
HADR teams composed of 4,376 officers, enlisted personnel, CAA members and reservists for 
deployment. 
 
The Philippine Red Cross (PRC) has placed all its Cebu chapters on full alert. Those in 
potentially affected areas have been instructed to undertake precautionary measures, mobilize 
their volunteers and ensure that all emergency response assets are on standby for immediate 
deployment. 
For emergencies and urgent assistance, the PRC advised the public to dial 143. 
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Churches as temporary shelters 
 
Meanwhile, Cebu Archbishop Alberto Uy yesterday announced that churches under the 
Archdiocese of Cebu could be used as temporary shelter by those affected by the typhoon. 
 
In his Facebook account, Uy yesterday announced that he had already given instructions to 
their priests to accommodate people, such as those who might have been forced to evacuate 
because of heavy flooding. — Daphne Galvez, Mark Ernest Villeza, Rainier Allan Ronda, Gilbert 
Bayoran, Rudy Santos, Evelyn Macairan, Pia Lee-Brago, Gerry Lee Gorit, Ric Obedencio, 
Rhodina Villanueva, Miriam Desacada 
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CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 
MANILA BULLETIN 
 
CCC boosts PH stance for COP30 through multistakeholder consultation 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) brought together a diverse group of civil society 
organizations, private sector representatives, and government agencies for a consultation 
aimed at consolidating a strong, unified, and inclusive Philippine position for the upcoming 30th 
Conference of the Parties (COP30) of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC) in Belém, Brazil. 
 
The event featured a presentation on the outcomes of the 62nd session of the UNFCCC 
Subsidiary Bodies (SB62), setting the stage for focused discussions. Lead government 
agencies, including the Department of Environment and Natural Resources, Department of 
Energy, Department of Finance, Department of Labor and Employment, and Department of 
Economy, Planning, and Development, delivered briefings on the COP30 outlook across six key 
priority workstreams: Adaptation; Mitigation & Article 6; Loss and Damage; Climate Finance; 
Just Transition & Technology; and Transparency. Insights and recommendations gathered will 
inform the country's national positions and negotiation strategies for COP30. 
 
Reflecting on the journey of climate action in the Philippines, the CCC acknowledged the crucial 
role of civil society and community-based organizations in translating climate policies into 
tangible benefits for the people, particularly the most vulnerable. 
 
"This consultation reaffirms that we can only confront the climate crisis effectively through 
partnership grounded in trust, transparency, and shared responsibility. We are making sure that 
citizen participation becomes a foundation of this type of engagement," CCC Vice Chairperson 
and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje said, underscoring that this event is part of a 
continuous effort to develop robust and strong consultative mechanism. “We must work 
together, across all sectors, institutions, and communities, to close coordination gaps and 
ensure that every voice, particularly those of the most vulnerable, is meaningfully represented." 
 
Lead government agencies delivered briefings on the COP30 outlook across six key priority 
workstreams. Insights and recommendations gathered will inform the country's national 
positions and negotiation strategies for COP30. 
 
"Moving further ahead, there are other stakeholders who would like to be involved also. We will 
endeavor to make it a more substantial participation from our CSO partners and also from the 
business and the academe," he added. 
 
The consultation was attended by representatives from various civil society organizations, 
including Aksyon Klima Pilipinas; Center for Energy Ecology, and Development; Family 
Planning/Population, Health, and Environment Network; Forest Foundation Philippines; Health 
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Care Without Harm; Institute for Climate and Sustainable Cities; Kabataang Resilient Network; 
Klima Center - Manila Observatory; Living Laudato Si Philippines; National Resilience Council; 
NGOs for Fisheries Reform; Oxfam Pilipinas; Parabukas; WWF Philippines; UNICEF; Net Zero 
Carbon Alliance; Reboot Philippines; Rare Inc.; and Save the Children. Representatives from 
the private sector include Aboitiz Equity Ventures, Ayala Corporation, First Philippine Holdings, 
and Energy Development Corporation. 
 
The CCC continues to strengthen its collaboration with non-state actors, moving beyond 
one-time consultations towards sustained, institutionalized partnership for continuous dialogue 
and joint climate action. 
 
For more information on the CCC’s climate mainstreaming activities, visit www.climate.gov.ph 
and www.facebook.com/CCCPhl.  
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PAGEONE 
 
CCC Champions Actionable Climate Adaptation At APAN Forum 2025 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) shared the Philippines’ steadfast efforts to strengthen 
climate change adaptation at the Asia-Pacific Climate Change Adaptation Forum (APAN Forum) 
2025 in Bangkok, Thailand. 
 
In a news release on Friday, the CCC said the forum, held from Sept. 29 to Oct. 3, opened with 
the Peer Learning Cohort Event (PLCE) on Strengthening Monitoring, Evaluation, and Learning 
(MEL) Systems in National Adaptation Plan (NAP) Processes, co-organized by the NAP Global 
Network (NAP GN) and the Government of Thailand. 
 
The workshop gathered representatives from Thailand, Bhutan, Malaysia, the Philippines, 
Timor-Leste, Tonga, and Vietnam to deepen collective learning on MEL systems for adaptation 
planning. 
 
The cohort provided a collaborative platform for countries to share experiences, identify 
challenges, and explore opportunities to strengthen national MEL systems that support NAP 
processes. 
 
Discussions focused on governance, financing, indicators, and institutional arrangements 
needed for effective adaptation tracking and reporting. 
 
As part of the continuing cohort activities, the NAP GN hosted a parallel session titled “From 
Data to Decisions: Strengthening MEL for NAP Processes for Transformational Adaptation,” 
where CCC presented the Philippines’ experience in developing the adaptation chapter of its 
First Biennial Transparency Report (BTR). 
 
The CCC underscored the Philippines’ strong national ownership and commitment to 
transparency, emphasizing that while adaptation reporting in the BTR is voluntary, it was 
intentionally included since adaptation remains central to the country’s climate strategy. 
 
The Commission also shared key lessons from the process, including the importance of early 
coordination, capacity building, and leveraging existing systems to ensure data consistency and 
institutional alignment. 
 
The CCC stressed that international reporting should serve not merely as a compliance exercise 
but as a transformational enabler that promotes transparency, accountability, and 
evidence-based policymaking. 
 
“The Philippines is building a robust and transparent system where international reporting 
directly informs and empowers local action. Our participation in forums like APAN is crucial for 
integrating these global lessons into our national framework, ensuring our NAP remains a 

 
22 

https://pageone.ph/ccc-champions-actionable-climate-adaptation-at-apan-forum-2025/


dynamic and effective blueprint for resilience,” CCC Vice Chair and Executive Director Robert 
E.A. Borje said. 
 
During the Regional Youth Adaptation Dialogue: Strengthening Youth Engagement for Climate 
Resilience in Asia-Pacific, CCC Commissioner Albert Dela Cruz joined as a speaker alongside 
hosts from the UNFCCC RCC Asia Pacific, Youth Empowerment in Climate Action Platform 
(YECAP), UNDP Bangkok Regional Hub, UN Women, and ChildFund International. 
 
Dela Cruz highlighted the vital role of youth in national and local climate governance through 
mechanisms such as the Sangguniang Kabataan, underscoring the power of youth-led 
innovation and advocacy in advancing climate adaptation. 
 
He called on young leaders to “influence decision-makers, challenge unsustainable practices, 
and drive systemic change”. 
 
In the forum’s Plenary Session on “Interplay of Enablers,” Dela Cruz discussed the Philippines’ 
whole-of-government approach to implementing its National Adaptation Plan (NAP), which was 
developed through an inclusive process involving youth, women, and Indigenous Peoples. 
 
He emphasized the need to laymanize climate language so that adaptation planning becomes 
understandable and actionable at the household and community levels. 
 
“Climate change is not only a national or global issue—it is a personal and family concern 
affecting lives, livelihoods, and resources,” he said. 
 
The CCC reaffirmed the Philippines’ commitment to transformational adaptation through robust 
monitoring and evaluation, inclusive policymaking, and active regional collaboration. 
 
The week-long APAN Forum is the largest gathering of adaptation practitioners in the 
Asia-Pacific region, providing a platform for governments, development partners, civil society, 
and research institutions to exchange knowledge and collaborate on climate adaptation 
strategies. 
 
With the theme “Resilience for All: Catalyzing Transformational Adaptation,” the 9th APAN 
Forum brought together over 700 participants from more than 40 countries, including 
representatives from government agencies, United Nations bodies, multilateral organizations, 
academia, youth networks, and civil society.  
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PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY 
 
PH, Germany vow to work as strong partners vs. climate change 
 
The Philippines and Germany vowed to continue to push for transformative climate and 
biodiversity action through the Transformative Actions for Climate and Ecological Protection and 
Development (TRANSCEND) Project — a joint initiative that strengthens climate governance, 
empowers communities, and protects ecosystems. 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) underscored the need to turn climate projects into 
lasting systems and institutional reforms that sustain impact beyond project cycles and empower 
communities to take climate action that endures. 
 
“The Philippines’ climate response must move beyond isolated pilot projects toward coherent 
systems that sustain impact beyond budget cycles,” CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive 
Director Robert E.A. Borje told the partners from the Government of Germany, the United 
Nations, other government agencies, and non-government organizations during the 2nd Project 
Steering Committee (PSC) Meeting on Oct. 28. 
 
“Our partnership must move beyond pilots. It must translate innovation into institutional practice, 
and good practice into national policy,” he added. 
 
For his part, German Ambassador to the Philippines Dr. Andreas Michael Pfaffernoschke 
reaffirmed Germany’s support, emphasizing that climate change is a shared responsibility 
requiring collective resolve. 
 
“Our two countries will continue to work as strong and constructive partners in addressing one 
of the most pressing challenges of humankind,” he said as quoted in a news release on 
Monday. 
 
The ambassador added that the warming of the planet should not be viewed merely as a threat 
but as a challenge that calls for a stronger commitment. 
 
He stressed that this should motivate nations to push harder toward ensuring a sustainable and 
livable planet for future generations. 
 
The 2nd PSC meeting reviewed project progress and ensured strategic alignment for the 
coming years, including monitoring and evaluation systems to measure tangible outcomes such 
as reduced risks, restored ecosystems, and improved access to sustainable services. 
 
Jointly implemented by the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) 
GmbH, the CCC, and the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), the 
TRANSCEND Project embodies the Philippines–Germany partnership’s shared commitment to 
climate and ecological transformation. It aims to strengthen the country’s capacity to integrate 
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climate and biodiversity priorities into planning, investment, and policy — ensuring that climate 
action and ecosystem protection advance hand in hand. 
 
Borje highlighted the CCC’s initiatives to integrate climate resilience into regular government 
operations by strengthening policies and financing mechanisms that link plans, budgets, and 
outcomes. 
 
He noted that sustainable resilience depends on “systems that align, financing that rewards 
outcomes, and institutions that endure,” adding that these principles guide President Ferdinand 
R. Marcos Jr.’s administration in pursuing systemic, evidence-based, and inclusive climate 
governance. 
 
Running from 2025 to 2029, TRANSCEND aligns with national frameworks such as the National 
Adaptation Plan (NAP), Nationally Determined Contribution Implementation Plan (NDCIP), and 
the Philippine Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (PBSAP). The project seeks to 
institutionalize transformative, evidence-based actions that promote inclusive, nature-positive, 
and sustainable growth. 
 
DENR Undersecretary Analiza Rebuelta-Teh welcomed the project’s role in strengthening 
convergence between climate and biodiversity efforts. 
 
“This meeting allows us to assess milestones, address gaps, and ensure our actions advance 
both climate resilience and ecosystem protection,” she said.  
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RAPPLER 
 
Philippines’ new climate targets won’t make it in time for COP30 
By: Iya Gozum 
 
The Philippines’ revised climate action plan outlining new emission reduction targets will not 
make it in time for the 2025 United Nations Climate Change Conference or COP30. 
 
Environment Assistant Secretary Noralene Uy told Rappler that the timeline for submission of 
the country’s updated Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) has been moved to 
December, following a meeting with Environment Secretary Raphael Lotilla last week. 
 
“There are still recalculations that will be done, thus, it will not meet our original plan to submit 
during COP30,” Uy told Rappler in a message on Monday, November 3. 
 
Uy, who will lead the Philippine Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) 
delegation at COP30 in Belem, Brazil, was referring to the unconditional targets in the revised 
plan. She did not elaborate further. 
 
Unconditional targets refer to the amount of emissions that a country should reduce whether or 
not they get financing or help from developed nations. Accomplishment of conditional targets, 
meanwhile, are reliant upon international support. In 2021, the Philippines pledged to reduce 
emissions by 75% from 2020 to 2030: 72.29% of the pledges are conditional, and only 2.71% 
unconditional. 
 
A key focus of this year’s climate talks will be the countries’ updated NDCs. 
 
Parties to the Paris Agreement, which includes the Philippines, are compelled to determine their 
own targets based on resources and capacity. The north star for countries’ NDCs is the 1.5°C 
temperature threshold. 
 
While targets are self-determined, countries are legally obligated to be more ambitious in efforts 
to limit global warming, as the World Court recently impressed in its landmark climate advisory 
opinion. 
 
Civil society groups had been expecting a delay in the Philippines’ submission. 
 
There have been no consultations with groups yet, according to Joel Chester Pagulayan, 
climate justice activist from Oxfam Pilipinas. Delegates are already flying to Brazil within this 
week. 
 
“We didn’t even see any drafts from DENR or Climate Change Commission,” Pagulayan said on 
Monday during a press conference on Oxfam’s latest report on climate inequality. 
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“I think it would be better if they delay the submission and have critical conversations with civil 
society and even other non-state actors like the private sector so that we can further enrich the 
NDC,” Pagulayan added in a mix of Filipino and English. 
 

=END= 
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