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DOST taps smart farming to help sugarcane farmers adapt to climate change
By: Edg Adrian A. Eva

Amid the worsening effects of climate change, particularly on the country’s agricultural sector,
various smart farming technologies are being introduced to help sugarcane farmers adapt,
according to the Department of Science and Technology (DOST).

FOREIGN POLICY

US accused of ‘bully-boy’ tactics to sink climate deal
By: Peter Foster. Attracta Mooney and Kaye Wiggins

Trump administration officials warned of additional trade tariffs and made personal threats
against negotiators from other countries to block a historic climate deal for shipping, said people
present at the talks.


https://malaya.com.ph/business/corporate/climate-change-panel-heads-tri-partite-mou-signing-at-rizal-u/
https://www.bworldonline.com/science-environment/2025/10/31/709354/dost-taps-smart-farming-to-help-sugarcane-farmers-adapt-to-climate-change/
https://www.ft.com/content/4e0a9a30-b014-4745-afe5-c841e36b41da
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PAGASA: 3 weather systems, including Tino, affecting parts of PH

Three weather systems affecting the country — including Severe Tropical Storm Tino — will bring
stormy weather to parts of Visayas and Mindanao as well as cloudy skies, rains, and
thunderstorms to other parts of the Philippines on Monday, the state weather bureau said.
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inion] ‘Fl flation’ an rennial cr
By: Teodoro C. Mendoza

The Philippines is at a crossroads of food fragility and food security. It can continue down a
path of reactive crisis management responding to each typhoon, each price spike, each crop
failure with short-term fixes.

THE MANILA TIMES

IN one of the most remote corners of the West Philippine Sea, a quiet yet powerful ecosystem is
at work — capturing carbon from the atmosphere while sustaining coastal biodiversity. The
research team from the Department of Environment and Natural Resources-Ecosystems
Research and Development Bureau (DENR-ERDB) has brought this hidden ecosystem to light
through a newly published article in the Philippine Journal of Science (August 2025 issue).

CCC IN THE NEWS:

DAILY TRIBUNE

Foresight and science: Strengthening the Philippines’ climate resilience
By: Secretary Robert EA Borje

The story of the Philippines has always been one of resilience — tested by storms,
strengthened by communities, and sustained by faith in our people.

CCC calls for stronger, science-based collaboration to boost climate resilience
By: Lade Jean Kabagani

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) has urged stronger, science-driven, and multisectoral
collaboration to enhance the Philippines’ resilience against the escalating impacts of climate
change.


https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/scitech/weather/964656/pagasa-3-weather-systems-including-tino-affecting-parts-of-ph/story/
https://opinion.inquirer.net/187103/floodflation-and-perennial-crops
https://www.manilatimes.net/2025/11/01/business/green-industries/pag-asa-island-a-beacon-of-biodiversity-and-climate-resilience-in-the-philippines/2213245
https://tribune.net.ph/amp/story/2025/11/02/foresight-and-science-strengthening-the-philippines-climate-resilience
https://tribune.net.ph/2025/10/31/ccc-calls-for-stronger-science-based-collaboration-to-boost-climate-resilience
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Climate change panel heads tri-partite MOU signing at Rizal U

Pursuing the country’s climate resilience goals, leaders from government, academia, and the
private sector signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to strengthen collaboration on
urban greening, carbon recovery, and sustainability under the National Adaptation Plan
2023-2050 and the Net Zero 2050 vision.

PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER

CCC highlights mandate, mainstreaming, and whole-of-society approach to climate
action

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) detailed its mandate and initiatives to mainstream
climate action across all sectors, emphasizing a whole-of-society approach grounded on
science and data, during a press conference at the Philippine Information Agency (PIA) on
October 16, 2025.
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cccu S Sci B | Collal ion for Cli Resil

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) emphasized the need for multisectoral and
science-based collaboration to strengthen the country’s adaptation and action pathways at the

inaugural Climate Actors’ Forum and Exchange.

PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY

CCC champions actionable climate adaptation at APAN Forum 2025

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) shared the Philippines' steadfast efforts to strengthen
climate change adaptation at the Asia-Pacific Climate Change Adaptation Forum (APAN Forum)
2025 in Bangkok, Thailand.

SUNSTAR

CCC pushes stronger science-based collaboration for climate resilience

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) underscored the need for multisectoral, science-driven
collaboration to strengthen the country’s climate adaptation and action pathways during the
inaugural Climate Actors’ Forum and Exchange.


https://malaya.com.ph/business/corporate/climate-change-panel-heads-tri-partite-mou-signing-at-rizal-u/
https://globalnation.inquirer.net/296989/ccc-highlights-mandate-mainstreaming-and-whole-of-society-approach-to-climate-action
https://globalnation.inquirer.net/296989/ccc-highlights-mandate-mainstreaming-and-whole-of-society-approach-to-climate-action
https://pia.gov.ph/press-release/ccc-urges-stronger-science-based-collaboration-for-climate-resilience/
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1262269
https://www.sunstar.com.ph/davao/feature/ccc-pushes-stronger-science-based-collaboration-for-climate-resilience

THE MANILA TIMES

CCC boosts PH stance for COP30 through consultation

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) brought together a diverse group of civil society
organizations, private sector representatives, and government agencies for a consultation
aimed at consolidating a strong, unified, and inclusive Philippine position for the upcoming 30th
Conference of the Parties (COP30) of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change (U CCC) in Belém, Brazil.

Information and Knowledge Management Division


https://www.manilatimes.net/2025/10/31/tmt-newswire/ccc-boosts-ph-stance-for-cop30-through-consultation/2211901
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DOST taps smart farming to help sugarcane farmers adapt to climate change
By: Edg Adrian A. Eva

Amid the worsening effects of climate change, particularly on the country’s agricultural sector,
various smart farming technologies are being introduced to help sugarcane farmers adapt,
according to the Department of Science and Technology (DOST).

Climate change has caused an estimated P463 billion in damages to the Philippines, of which
about 62.7% or P290 billion was incurred by the agriculture sector due to extreme weather
events such as typhoons and severe high temperatures, according to a 2021 report by the
United Nations World Food Programme.

Sugarcane, one of the country’s major crops, was not spared from the effects of climate change.

Data from the Sugar Regulatory Administration showed that the country recorded its lowest
milled, raw, and refined sugar output in crop year 2022 to 2023, the lowest in the last five crop
years since 2018 to 2019, mainly due to the El Nifio—induced dry spell.

Although EI Nifio is not caused by climate change, it may be affected by it in terms of frequency
and intensity, according to an earlier report from the state weather bureau.

To help farmers cope with the effects of climate change, DOST Secretary Renato U. Solidum Jr.
said the agency has introduced various smart farming technologies on Negros Island, where
about 60% of the country’s sugar output is produced.

“We have the furrow irrigation system so that we can maximize the use of rain,” Mr. Solidum told
BusinessWorld.

“And it has been proven that it can increase the production of sugarcane...around 50%.”

DOST’s Automated Furrow Irrigation System was developed to help sugarcane farmers save
water and improve crop yield by ensuring that irrigation water is applied in precise amounts and
at the right time. The farming solution was first introduced in 2022.

Meanwhile, Rowen R. Gelonga, regional director of DOST Region VI, said the agency seeks to
introduce a smart farming solution in Negros Island that uses modern technologies such as soill
moisture sensors and geographic information systems (GIS) to help farmers better adapt to
changing weather conditions.

“One component of that is really to capacitate the farmers to understand climate change and
weather phenomena,” Mr. Gelonga told BusinessWorld.


https://www.bworldonline.com/science-environment/2025/10/31/709354/dost-taps-smart-farming-to-help-sugarcane-farmers-adapt-to-climate-change/

The project, called Project SARAI Centro, features an accessible and free online application that
allows sugarcane farmers to view weather and climate outlooks, as well as receive
recommendations on the best times for planting and harvesting.

It also has a mobile application called SPIDTECH that helps farmers identify, monitor, and report
crop pest and disease incidences.

Mr. Gelonga said they aim to first train local government units in the region by the end of the
year, who will later implement the project and empower local farmers.



FOREIGN POLICY

US accused of ‘bully-boy’ tactics to sink climate deal
By: Peter Foster. Attracta Mooney and Kaye Wiggins

Trump administration officials warned of additional trade tariffs and made personal threats
against negotiators from other countries to block a historic climate deal for shipping, said people
present at the talks.

More than 10 diplomats, officials from other governments and industry observers told the
Financial Times that the US ripped up normal global diplomacy rules and used “bully-boy
tactics” to derail the UN-backed Net Zero Framework for global shipping at meetings in London
last month.

A phalanx of US officials intimidated African and small Pacific and Caribbean island countries
into dropping support for the framework, which would have imposed a carbon emissions levy on
shipping, according to people present at the talks at the headquarters of the UN’s International
Maritime Organization in London. The US group included eight people, according to one person
present.

The intimidation included approaching country officials during coffee breaks to warn them they
might not be able to transit via the US, or that they and their families could face restrictions on
entering the country if they acted against American interests, according to five people at the
talks, including two from countries that were directly threatened.

US President Donald Trump has branded the framework a “global green new scam tax on
shipping”, and in a social media post last month called for it to be blocked.

The framework had been provisionally agreed by a majority of countries in April and was
expected to be made legally binding last month, but further discussions on its adoption have
now been delayed for a year.

While the Trump administration has made no secret of its disdain for the UN and multilateral
organisations, diplomats and experts warned that the behaviour at the IMO crossed a line, with
potential long-term consequences for global governance.

“It was like the New York street,” said a diplomat from a nation that was threatened with visa
restrictions for shipping crews and other penalties, including increased fees to access US ports,
if it did not drop its support for the framework.

“They went from delegation to delegation...threatening them. Telling them to go back and
speak to their capitals, warning what would happen if they didn’t change their minds,” the
diplomat said.


https://www.ft.com/content/4e0a9a30-b014-4745-afe5-c841e36b41da

A second veteran of IMO meetings said the US tactics had left the entire organisation — usually
a forum for technocratic discussion and consensus-based decision making — in a state of
“complete shock”.

“It's like dealing with the Mob,” the veteran added. “It's bully-boy tactics. They don’t need to tell
you exactly what they’re going to do to you, just make it clear that there will be consequences.”

A State Department official did not address the personal threats to delegates from other
countries. But the official commended Greece and Cyprus, which broke ranks with the rest of
the EU and abstained from a vote to adjourn talks for a year, having previously approved the
framework in April.

In a statement issued before the meetings in London, US secretary of state Marco Rubio said
the Trump administration was “evaluating sanctions on officials sponsoring activist-driven
climate policies that would burden American consumers, among other measures under
consideration”.

Creon Butler, head of global economy at Chatham House, said breaking with diplomatic tradition
and using leverage to force other countries to comply with its approach to issues such as
climate change carried long-term risks for US influence.

“In the very short term this might work, but in the medium term it increases the chances that
non-US countries will conclude they cannot work with the US, making agreements
independently among themselves which simply work around the US,” he said.

Several nations, including Brazil, warned at last month’s meeting that “methods that should not
ever be used among sovereign nations” had been deployed to scupper the Net Zero
Framework, but without providing specifics.

People who attended the IMO talks said US intimidation was directed both at individuals and
capitals, with many countries, including Bangladesh, Japan and Indonesia, receiving diplomatic
démarches — formal diplomatic protests — warning of retaliation.

One démarche seen by the Financial Times used diplomatic language to warn of “reciprocal
measures” against countries that backed the Net Zero Framework. These included levying
additional trade tariffs, increasing fees on their ships when they docked at US ports, higher
disembarkation levies and threatening to revoke US visas of crew members.

“There was a combination of economic threats, which were reiterated on the floor, as well as
very personal delegate-level threats, including threats to visas,” said one IMO delegate, who
had conferred with several countries about the threats they had experienced from the US, but
asked to remain anonymous because there “is so much fear about retaliation”.



Another country delegate said some negotiators had been told they would face restrictions if
they planned to travel home via the US.

“We had some very specific threats made to us. They are clearly thinking about which levers
could be applied to each country,” the person said. “Everyone was surprised by the extent of
[the] pressure.”

Another delegate said that before the meeting in London, the US had contacted countries
around the world, including rich nations, warning that “individual delegation members could be
put on a sanctions list,” with the expectation they would face visa restrictions if they backed the
framework.

Those threats were then reiterated in London, they added. “It was completely exceptional. |
have never heard of anything like this in the context of an IMO negotiation. These people [being
threatened] are just bureaucrats, they are civil servants,” the person said.

Although the Net Zero Framework was delayed for one year, delegates said that as long as
Trump remained in the White House it was hard to imagine how the agreement could come into
force.

Talks on technical standards for the deal have since continued but several delegates
acknowledged they were largely futile.
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PAGASA: 3 weather systems, including Tino, affecting parts of PH

Three weather systems affecting the country — including Severe Tropical Storm Tino — will bring
stormy weather to parts of Visayas and Mindanao as well as cloudy skies, rains, and
thunderstorms to other parts of the Philippines on Monday, the state weather bureau said.

In its 24-hour public weather forecast as of 4 a.m. of Nov. 3, the Philippine Atmospheric,
Geophysical, and Astronomical Services Administration said three weather systems are
affecting the country — Tino, the shearline affecting the eastern sections of Northern and Central
Luzon, and the northeast monsoon affecting the rest of Northern Luzon.

Signal No. 2 is hoisted over 11 areas in the Visayas and Mindanao as Tino continues to
intensify.

Stormy weather is expected over Eastern Visayas, Central Visayas, Dinagat Islands, Surigao
del Norte, and Surigao del Sur with possible flashfloods or landslides as a result of Tino.

The rest of Visayas, the rest of Caraga, and Sorsogon will experience rains with gusty winds,
also as a result of the severe tropical storm, while the rest of Bicol Region, MIMAROPA,
Northern Mindanao, Zamboanga Peninsula, and Davao Region will have cloudy skies with
scattered rains and thunderstorms due to the trough of Tino.

Isabela, Aurora, and Quezon will experience cloudy skies with scattered rains and isolated
thunderstorms as an effect of the shear line.

Cloudy skies and rains are expected over llocos Region, Cordillera Administrative Region and
the rest of Cagayan Valley due to the northeast monsoon.

Meanwhile, Metro Manila and the rest of the country will have partly cloudy to cloudy skies with
isolated rainshowers or thunderstorms as a result of localized thunderstorms.

Northern Luzon and the eastern sections of Central and Southern Luzon will have moderate to
strong winds and moderate to rough coastal waters.

Palawan, the rest of Luzon, and the rest of Mindanao will have light to moderate winds and
slight to moderate coastal conditions.

Sunrise on Nov. 3 is at 5:52 a.m. while sunset is at 5:27 p.m.
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[Opinion] ‘Floodflation’ and perennial crops
By: Teodoro C. Mendoza

The Philippines is at a crossroads of food fragility and food security. It can continue down a
path of reactive crisis management responding to each typhoon, each price spike, each crop
failure with short-term fixes.

Or, it can embrace a proactive, systems-based approach that centers on soil health, perennial
crops, and consumer education as pillars of resilience.

Floodflation is not inevitable. It is a symptom of a food system out of sync with its ecological
realities. By rooting strategies in local knowledge, climate adaptation, and food sovereignty, we
can transform vulnerability into strength and ensure that every Filipino has access to affordable,
nutritious, and culturally meaningful food come rain or shine.

In recent months, Filipino consumers have voiced out their growing frustration over the rising
prices of everyday vegetables such as eggplant, sitao (string beans), ampalaya (bitter gourd),
and squash.

These crops, while staples in many households, are highly sensitive to excessive rainfall and
waterlogged soils.

Typhoons and prolonged wet seasons disrupt planting schedules, reduce yields, and increase
post-harvest losses due to rot and fungal diseases.

The result is a volatile supply chain where scarcity drives up prices, disproportionately affecting
low-income households that already spend a significant portion of their income on food.

In our country , an average of 20 typhoons enter the Philippine Area of Responsibility each
year, and with intensifying rainfall patterns due to climate change, the country faces a unique
form of climate-induced food inflation called “floodflation.”

This phenomenon—floodflation—is not merely a temporary inconvenience. It is a structural
challenge that exposes the fragility of a food system overly reliant on climate-sensitive crops

and centralized supply chains.

When typhoons strike, roads become impassable, markets are cut off, and farmers are left with
unsellable produce.

The economic losses ripple outward, affecting not just producers but also vendors, transporters,
and consumers.
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https://opinion.inquirer.net/187103/floodflation-and-perennial-crops

The climate crisis is reshaping the way we grow, distribute, and consume food. In Europe, the
term they use is “droughtflation” to describe the inflationary pressures caused by prolonged
droughts and degraded soils, leading to reduced harvests and soaring food prices.

The Philippines’ geographic location in the Pacific typhoon belt makes it one of the most
disaster-prone countries in the world. Typhoons are not new, but their frequency, intensity, and
unpredictability have increased in recent decades.

Super Typhoon Yolanda (Haiyan) in 2013 was a grim reminder of the devastation such storms
can unleash—not only in terms of lives lost and infrastructure destroyed, but also in the
long-term disruption of food systems.

In recent months August to September, four consecutive typhoons passed over a large swath
of land in Luzon. These typhoons flooded many areas including fields and destroyed crops .

As climate change accelerates, these impacts are becoming more severe and more frequent,
threatening the country’s food security and economic stability.

At the heart of this crisis lies a less visible but equally critical issue: soil health.

Decades of chemical-intensive agriculture have left many Philippine soils compacted,
nutrient-depleted, and poorly structured.

Healthy soils rich in organic matter can absorb and retain water during heavy rains, reducing
runoff and erosion.

They act as natural sponges, buffering against both drought and flood. But degraded soils lose
this capacity, turning fields into flood-prone zones that cannot support resilient crop growth.

Investing in soil regeneration—through composting, agroforestry, and organic amendments—is
not just an environmental imperative but a food security strategy.

It enhances the land’s ability to withstand climate shocks, supports biodiversity, and reduces
dependency on costly chemical inputs. Yet soil health remains a blind spot in national
agricultural policy, often overshadowed by short-term yield targets and input subsidies.

This food landscape vulnerability revealed an underutilized solution rooted in the country’s own
agricultural heritage: perennial and climate-resilient crops.

Unlike annuals that require replanting each season and are highly sensitive to weather

fluctuations, perennials have deep root systems that anchor soil, access groundwater, and
withstand both drought and flood conditions.
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Crops such as lubi-lubi (Pereskia bleo), moringa (malunggay), bamboo / banana shoots , gabi
(taro) leaves, kangkong (water spinach), young cassava leaves, and edible ferns like pako are
not only resilient but also nutrient-dense and culturally embedded in Filipino diets.

These plants thrive in diverse microclimates, from upland rainforests to flood-prone lowlands,
and can be harvested continuously with minimal inputs. They represent a form of “climate-smart
nutrition” that aligns with both ecological and dietary resilience.

While temperate vegetables like lettuce, pechay, and mustasa require greenhouse care and are
vulnerable to extreme weather, many native crops are naturally adapted to the Philippines’
climatic volatility.

Even crops like eggplant, okra, and tomatoes—though sensitive—can be cultivated strategically
during the drier and cooler “ber” months through March, when typhoon activity subsides and
fungal pressures are lower.

Rethinking Consumer Behavior and Food Culture

One of the most overlooked aspects of climate adaptation is consumer behavior. In a globalized
food culture shaped by supermarket aesthetics and culinary homogenization, many Filipinos
have come to favor imported or temperate vegetables over local, seasonal, and resilient
varieties.

This preference not only increases the carbon footprint of food but also reinforces dependence
on fragile supply chains.

To build a truly resilient food system, consumers must be re-educated about crop seasonality,
local biodiversity, and the nutritional value of indigenous vegetables.

Public education campaigns, school feeding programs, and culinary initiatives can play a vital
role in restoring pride in Filipino food heritage.

Farmers’ markets, community-supported agriculture (CSA), and urban gardens can reconnect
consumers with the rhythms of local production and reduce the distance between farm and fork.

Addressing floodflation requires more than individual adaptation. It demands systemic change.

National and local governments must integrate climate resilience into agricultural planning,
infrastructure development, and disaster preparedness.

This includes: Investing in soil regeneration through composting , farmer training, and
agroecology based organic agriculture programs.

Supporting perennial crop systems with research, seed banks, and extension services tailored
to local agroecological conditions .
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Reforming subsidies and procurement policies to favor climate-resilient crops and smallholder
producers.

Developing climate-resilient infrastructure, such as elevated storage facilities, flood-tolerant
roads, and decentralized food hubs.

Embedding food education in school curricula and public media to shift consumer preferences
toward seasonal and resilient crops.

International agencies and civil society coalitions also have a role to play in financing and
scaling these efforts. As the World Food Programme’s analysis notes, climate change is not just
an environmental issue—it is a food security crisis that demands cross-sectoral collaboration
(UN World Food Programme).
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Pag-asa Island: A beacon of biodiversity and climate resilience in the Philippines

IN one of the most remote corners of the West Philippine Sea, a quiet yet powerful ecosystem is
at work — capturing carbon from the atmosphere while sustaining coastal biodiversity. The
research team from the Department of Environment and Natural Resources-Ecosystems
Research and Development Bureau (DENR-ERDB) has brought this hidden ecosystem to light
through a newly published article in the Philippine Journal of Science (August 2025 issue).

The publication presents the first scientific account of Pag-asa Island’s beach forest ecosystem,
revealing the 32-hectare island stores nearly 10,000 tons of carbon dioxide, which is equivalent
to the annual emissions of about 2,000 cars. At the same time, this ecosystem supports native
coastal vegetation that plays a vital role in shoreline stability and island resilience.

This new ERDB discovery underscores the ecological and climate importance of coastal forests
in remote Philippine territories, highlighting their role in carbon sequestration, biodiversity
conservation and natural coastal defense amid growing environmental pressures in the West
Philippine Sea.

The team recorded 20 plant species from 19 families, including resilient coastal trees such as
Barringtonia asiatica (botong), Calophyllum inophyllum (bitaog) and Terminalia catappa (talisai).
Despite limited species diversity, the forest stood out for its exceptional carbon storage capacity,
thanks to its tall, large-diameter trees.

“Pag-asa’s beach forest may be small, but its ecological value is immense,” said Jose Alan
Castillo, co-author and head of the Mangrove and Beach Forest Research team of ERDB.
“These large coastal trees are nature’s living carbon vaults and serve as the first line of defense
against storms and rising seas.”

The study found that B. asiatica alone accounts for 85 percent of the island’s carbon stock,
while C. inophyllum contributes 9 percent. These two native species, known for their resilience
to coastal conditions, can serve as key anchors for future reforestation programs. Lead author
Alvin Gestiada added, “Each tree lost is not only a loss of carbon storage but also a loss of
coastal protection and biodiversity.”

With Pag-asa Island’s beach forest vegetation cover declining from 11 hectares in 2017 to less
than 7 hectares in 2023, the researchers stress the need to prioritize beach forest ecosystems

in climate change mitigation and coastal management efforts.

“Beach forests, though often overlooked compared to mangroves and coral reefs, play an
equally crucial role in stabilizing shorelines and regulating the climate,” Castillo emphasized.
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The researchers recommend integrating beach forest protection into the National Greening
Program and other climate adaptation strategies.

As Castillo concluded, “Pag-asa’s beach forest reminds us that even our smallest islands can
make a big impact on climate action. Through ERDB’s continuing research on coastal forest
ecosystems, notably mangrove and beach forest, we see how nature itself contributes to carbon
neutrality and community resilience.”
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CCC IN THE NEWS:
DAILY TRIBUNE

Foresight and science: Strengthening the Philippines’ climate resilience
By: Secretary Robert EA Borje

The story of the Philippines has always been one of resilience — tested by storms,
strengthened by communities, and sustained by faith in our people.

But resilience is not about how often we rebuild. It is about how rarely we are destroyed. For too
long, it was measured by how quickly we could rise after disaster. Today, it must be measured
by how effectively we prevent loss, protect lives, and sustain progress despite climate extremes.
Delivering resilience means moving from reaction to reform.

Our resilience has been shaped by disasters that tested our institutions and resolve. The 1991
eruption of Mount Pinatubo changed how we viewed risk zones and relocation. The 2009 floods
from typhoons “Ondoy” and “Pepeng” exposed coordination gaps, leading to laws establishing
the Climate Change Commission (CCC) and the National Disaster Risk Reduction and
Management Council. Super typhoon “Yolanda” in 2013 redefined what resilience means and
prompted reforms in pre-disaster planning, data use and financing.

We have been effective at responding after loss and damage. Now we must act before it
happens. Resilience must be anticipatory, preventive, data-driven and sustained.

Our frameworks today make this possible. The National Adaptation Plan (NAP 2023-2050), the
Philippine Development Plan (PDP 2023-2028), and the National Disaster Risk Reduction and
Management Plan (NDRRMP) form a coherent architecture: informed by science, guided by
data, and implemented through systems. The Nationally Determined Contribution
Implementation Plan, while focused on mitigation, also delivers adaptation co-benefits —
cleaner energy, greener transport and healthier communities — reinforcing national resilience.

Delivery depends on systems connecting data, policy and people. Our governance structure
was built for specialization, not coordination, yet the climate crisis crosses every boundary. That
is why we are strengthening coherence through shared data, common standards and
coordinated action. The NAP charts adaptation pathways. The PDP aligns them with investment
priorities. The NDRRMP ensures readiness on the ground. All depend on one foundation: data
that are timely, trusted and actionable.

Through Accelerated Climate Action and Transformation for Local Communities (ACT Local),
we help local governments translate data into evidence-based climate actions. Many still face
gaps in capacity, information, and financing. ACT Local must evolve into a sustained system of
local climate governance. The People’s Survival Fund widens access to adaptation funding,
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especially for local governments most in need. Access remains uneven. Processes must be
simpler, technical assistance stronger, and results measurable.

Through Climate Change Expenditure Tagging, we are moving from tracking pesos to
measuring protection, from budgets to impact. Progress is steady, but discipline and data
consistency must deepen across agencies. These are signs of systems maturing and
governance learning to think, act, and decide through data.

Science gives us clarity. Data gives us precision. Governance gives us purpose.

Over the past decade, the Philippines has lost more than p1.3 trillion to climate-related impacts.
We continue to face record heat, erratic rainfall and stronger storms. Yet progress exists. Nearly
90 percent of local governments have submitted their Local Climate Change Action Plans. The
challenge is to ensure these plans are data-informed, integrated and implemented consistently.

Partnerships with the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services
Administration, the National Mapping and Resource Information Authority, and state universities
establish a national data-governance framework, harmonizing standards, sharing information,
and linking data across agencies and local governments. Universities transform data into
practical design, supporting resilient agriculture, protected watersheds, and informed
communities. Science tells us what is coming. Data tells us where and how it will hit.
Governance determines whether we are ready.

Resilience is built where governance meets the ground. Local governments are on the
frontlines. The CCC must, given its resources, ensure they have the science, data, and policy
frameworks they need. Yet gaps remain. Data does not always reach planners. Plans are not
always funded. Funds are not always translated into foresight. These silos must be dismantled.

When national and local governments share responsibilities, data and systems, resilience stops
being aspirational and becomes operational. That is convergence: shared science, shared data,
shared direction.

Every sector has a role. Local governments innovate. National agencies connect policies with
people. Development partners build infrastructure and institutions. The private sector
contributes through business continuity, insurance modeling and green finance. Universities
transform data into design. Civil society ensures systems remain inclusive and accountable.

Each of us holds part of the system, but only together can we make it whole. Every plan, peso,
dataset, and decision must answer one question: Will this make our people safer when the next
climate shock comes? If the answer is uncertain, our work continues.

Resilience cannot rest on one office or one administration. It must rest on one nation, guided by

science, informed by data and united in discipline. Science must be our compass. Data must be
our map. Governance must be our direction. Solidarity must be our movement forward.
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Resilience is not reaction. It must be reform. It is not rhetoric. It is responsibility. Only through
shared action can we deliver a truly resilient Philippines.

The measure of tomorrow’s Philippines will not be how fast we rebuild after disaster, but how
wisely, firmly, and fearlessly we stand before it. That is the resilience we must build —
data-driven, science-guided, and system-wide. That is the reform we must deliver, together and
now.
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CCC calls for stronger, science-based collaboration to boost climate resilience
By: Lade Jean Kabagani

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) has urged stronger, science-driven, and multisectoral
collaboration to enhance the Philippines’ resilience against the escalating impacts of climate
change.

During the recent inauguration of the Climate Actors’ Forum and Exchange held at Novotel
Manila in Quezon City, CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje
emphasized that the country’s climate action must be anchored on science, foresight, and
inclusive governance.

“To build right at first sight is to make resilience deliberate, not accidental,” Borje said. “The
measure of good governance is not how fast we rebuild, but how rarely we need to.”

The forum, organized in partnership with the Oscar M. Lopez Center, gathered representatives
from government, academe, civil society, and the private sector. Discussions centered on the
findings of the Philippine Climate Change Assessment Report Cycle 2 (PhilCCA C2), which
outlines the state of climate science in the country and its implications for national adaptation
and mitigation policies.

Borje stressed that the PhilCCA serves as a vital reference for implementing the National
Adaptation Plan (NAP) 2023-2050 and the Philippines’ Nationally Determined Contribution
(NDC) to the Paris Agreement.

“The PhilCCA tells us where we stand and what is at stake,” he said, noting that the Philippines
is warming faster than the global average, while sea levels are rising three times faster than the
global mean.

Without urgent and coordinated action, Borje warned that climate-related losses could reach
506 billion annually, equivalent to 7.6 percent of GDP by 2030 and 13.6 percent by 2040.

Citing the directive of President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. to strengthen evidence-informed
climate policies, the CCC urged all sectors to use the PhilCCA findings to shape localized and
sectoral strategies, bridge data gaps, and develop actionable adaptation and mitigation
solutions.

“Let us open that window wider to let in science, collaboration, and accountability. Let us expand
the space not only for discussion, but for decision and delivery,” Borje said.

The event featured plenary discussions by PhilCCA working groups, parallel sessions on

sectoral adaptation, and an expo highlighting climate innovations and partnerships aimed at
translating research into practical solutions for communities.
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Through initiatives like the Climate Actors’ Forum, the CCC reaffirmed its commitment to
advancing science-based, transparent, and inclusive climate governance—ensuring that
resilience in the Philippines is not left to chance, but built by design.
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MALAYA BUSINESS INSIGHT

Climate change panel heads tri-partite MOU signing at Rizal U

Pursuing the country’s climate resilience goals, leaders from government, academia, and the
private sector signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to strengthen collaboration on
urban greening, carbon recovery, and sustainability under the National Adaptation Plan
2023-2050 and the Net Zero 2050 vision.

The MOU signing, held at the Rizal Technological University on October 29, was spearheaded
by Climate Change Commissioner Albert Dela Cruz, who cited the collective effort of 11 partner
institutions, including the Million Trees Foundation Inc. (MTFI), Bulacan State University,
EcoSaver Mutual Fund, Saakuru Labs, Bauertek Pharmaceutical Technologies, Alcom Carbon
Markets Philippines, PEDECO, Mga Anak ni Inang Daigdig, Imelda Papin Foundation, Omtse
Ventures, and the Rotary Club of Makati Business District.

“This partnership shows what can happen when government, academia, and communities come
together for climate action,” Commissioner Albert Dela said in a statement. “It is collaboration in
action — a living example of resilience and hope.”

MTFI President and Executive Director Melandrew T. Velasco emphasized the importance of
shared responsibility and measurable results.

“Action, not words, defines true environmental stewardship,” Velasco said, noting that since the
Annual Million Trees Challenge began in 2017 as a noble project of MWSS,DENR and other
partners, more than 10.3 million trees have been planted across seven critical watersheds
supplying water to Metro Manila, Bulacan, Rizal, and Cavite.

Velasco proposed the creation of the Carbon Recoveries Awards, a joint initiative of the Climate
Change Commission and Million Trees Foundation including other partner stakeholders,
designed to recognize champions of reforestation, carbon sequestration, and sustainability
across all sectors.

“These awards will not just be citations,” Velasco added. “They are commitments to a

carbon-recovered Philippines — one that restores what it consumes and gives back more than it
takes.”
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER

CCC highlights mandate., mainstreaming. and whole-of-society approach to climate
action

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) detailed its mandate and initiatives to mainstream
climate action across all sectors, emphasizing a whole-of-society approach grounded on
science and data, during a press conference at the Philippine Information Agency (PIA) on
October 16, 2025.

CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje outlined the country’s
vulnerabilities and the robust policy framework now in place to address them. He stressed that
addressing the climate crisis is a shared responsibility.

“Our mandate is clear: to coordinate, monitor, and evaluate government programs to ensure we
are building a nation resilient to climate impacts. But this is not the work of the CCC alone. It
requires the concerted effort of every sector of society,” said Borje. “There is hope, but our hope
should be firmly grounded on science-based and data-driven policy recommendations,” he
added.

A central focus of the discussion was the mainstreaming of climate action into national and local
development planning. Borje presented the National Adaptation Plan (NAP), developed under
the leadership of President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. as the country’s foundational roadmap for
building adaptive capacity. He also highlighted the Nationally Determined Contribution
Implementation Plan (NDCIP), which charts the course for a 75% reduction in greenhouse gas
emissions by 2030. A key next step for both plans is localization, ensuring strategies are tailored
to the specific needs of local government units (LGUs) and sectors.

The press conference revealed significant progress at the local level, with a 90.96% submission
rate for Local Climate Change Action Plans (LCCAPs) from LGUs nationwide. “What we want is
not just the submission of the LCCAP. What we need is for these LCCAPs to be implemented.
The true measure of our success is the translation of these plans into more climate-resilient
communities,” Borje clarified.

Borje underscored that partnerships are crucial for effective climate action, highlighting several
key initiatives.

He reported that the People’s Survival Fund (PSF) has committed over PHP1.4 billion to support
adaptation projects in 24 LGUs. For the first time in the fund’s history, the initial PHP 1 billion
allocation was fully committed and subsequently replenished in 2025. “The PSF Board is
exploring ways to democratize access to the fund,” Borje shared, noting the prioritization of the
most climate-vulnerable areas.
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Additionally, collaboration with the Department of Budget and Management on Climate Change
Expenditure Tagging (CCET) ensures climate actions are prioritized in national budgets.

Borje also highlighted the Philippines’ active role in global climate finance, including its historic
selection to host the Board of the Fund for Responding to Loss and Damage. “This will further
strengthen the country’s role in global climate finance,” Borje said.

The press conference also served as a platform to invite the public and stakeholders to
participate in the upcoming Global Warming and Climate Change Consciousness Week on
November 19-25, 2025 to reinforce climate awareness and collective action for climate
resilience.

Borje also called for unity and disciplined action. “Every generation always has its challenges,
and climate change is the governance challenge of our generation. We have to work together
because we are the answer that our country needs.”

The event aimed to strengthen engagement with media and the public, ensure clear
communication of the nation’s climate initiatives, and foster broader participation in building a
climate-resilient future. The press conference was streamed live by PIA and attended by
representatives from various government and private media outlets.For more information on the
CCC’s climate mainstreaming activities, visit www.climate.gov.ph and
www.facebook.com/CCCPhl.
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PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY

CCC Urges Stronger Science-Based Collaboration for Climate Resilience

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) emphasized the need for multisectoral and
science-based collaboration to strengthen the country’s adaptation and action pathways at the
inaugural Climate Actors’ Forum and Exchange.

In his keynote message, CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje
highlighted the importance of integrating scientific knowledge with policy, governance, and local
action to address growing climate risks in the Philippines.

He underscored that advancing adaptation requires deliberate foresight, and that “to build right
at first sight is to make resilience deliberate, not accidental, and the discipline of foresight that
saves lives, livelihoods, and resources.” He added, “Because the measure of good governance
is not how fast we rebuild, but how rarely we need to.”

Anchored on the findings of the Philippine Climate Change Assessment Report Cycle 2
(PhilCCA C2), the forum brought together representatives from government, academe, civil
society, and the private sector to discuss the latest research on climate science, impacts, and
solutions. The CCC reaffirmed that the PhilCCA serves as a key reference for implementing the
country’s National Adaptation Plan (NAP) 2023—2050 and Nationally Determined Contribution
(NDC).

“The PhilCCA tells us where we stand and what is at stake,” Borje said.

He noted that the Philippines is warming faster than the global average, with sea levels rising at
three times the global rate. He warned that without urgent and collective efforts, climate-related
losses could reach 506 billion annually — equivalent to 7.6 percent of GDP by 2030 and 13.6
percent by 2040.

Citing the guidance of President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. to strengthen science-based and
evidence-informed climate action, the CCC called on all stakeholders to use the PhilCCA
findings to guide local and sectoral strategies, bridge data gaps, and identify practical solutions
for adaptation and mitigation. Borje also reaffirmed the Commission’s commitment to ensure
that the Philippines’ climate agenda remains grounded in science, transparency, and shared
responsibility.

“Let us open that window wider to let in science, collaboration, and accountability. Let us expand
the space not only for discussion, but for decision and delivery,” Borje said.

Organized by the Oscar M. Lopez Center, the Climate Actors’ Forum and Exchange also

featured plenary discussions by the PhilCCA working groups, parallel sessions on sectoral
adaptation, and an expo showcasing climate innovations and partnerships.
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PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY

CCC highlights mandate., mainstreaming. and whole-of-society approach to climate
action

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) detailed its mandate and initiatives to mainstream
climate action across all sectors, emphasizing a whole-of-society approach grounded on
science and data, during a press conference at the Philippine Information Agency (PIA) on
October 16, 2025.

In a news release on Friday, the CCC said the forum, held from Sept. 29 to Oct. 3, opened with
the Peer Learning Cohort Event (PLCE) on Strengthening Monitoring, Evaluation, and Learning
(MEL) Systems in National Adaptation Plan (NAP) Processes, co-organized by the NAP Global
Network (NAP GN) and the Government of Thailand.

The workshop gathered representatives from Thailand, Bhutan, Malaysia, the Philippines,
Timor-Leste, Tonga, and Vietnam to deepen collective learning on MEL systems for adaptation
planning.

The cohort provided a collaborative platform for countries to share experiences, identify
challenges, and explore opportunities to strengthen national MEL systems that support NAP
processes.

Discussions focused on governance, financing, indicators, and institutional arrangements
needed for effective adaptation tracking and reporting.

As part of the continuing cohort activities, the NAP GN hosted a parallel session titled “From
Data to Decisions: Strengthening MEL for NAP Processes for Transformational Adaptation,”
where CCC presented the Philippines’ experience in developing the adaptation chapter of its
First Biennial Transparency Report (BTR).

The CCC underscored the Philippines’ strong national ownership and commitment to
transparency, emphasizing that while adaptation reporting in the BTR is voluntary, it was
intentionally included since adaptation remains central to the country’s climate strategy.

The Commission also shared key lessons from the process, including the importance of early
coordination, capacity building, and leveraging existing systems to ensure data consistency and
institutional alignment.

The CCC stressed that international reporting should serve not merely as a compliance exercise

but as a transformational enabler that promotes transparency, accountability, and
evidence-based policymaking.
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"The Philippines is building a robust and transparent system where international reporting
directly informs and empowers local action. Our participation in forums like APAN is crucial for
integrating these global lessons into our national framework, ensuring our NAP remains a
dynamic and effective blueprint for resilience," CCC Vice Chair and Executive Director Robert
E.A. Borje said.

During the Regional Youth Adaptation Dialogue: Strengthening Youth Engagement for Climate
Resilience in Asia-Pacific, CCC Commissioner Albert Dela Cruz joined as a speaker alongside
hosts from the UNFCCC RCC Asia Pacific, Youth Empowerment in Climate Action Platform
(YECAP), UNDP Bangkok Regional Hub, UN Women, and ChildFund International.

Dela Cruz highlighted the vital role of youth in national and local climate governance through
mechanisms such as the Sangguniang Kabataan, underscoring the power of youth-led
innovation and advocacy in advancing climate adaptation.

He called on young leaders to “influence decision-makers, challenge unsustainable practices,
and drive systemic change”.

In the forum’s Plenary Session on “Interplay of Enablers,” Dela Cruz discussed the Philippines’
whole-of-government approach to implementing its National Adaptation Plan (NAP), which was
developed through an inclusive process involving youth, women, and Indigenous Peoples.

He emphasized the need to laymanize climate language so that adaptation planning becomes
understandable and actionable at the household and community levels.

“Climate change is not only a national or global issue—it is a personal and family concern
affecting lives, livelihoods, and resources,” he said.

The CCC reaffirmed the Philippines’ commitment to transformational adaptation through robust
monitoring and evaluation, inclusive policymaking, and active regional collaboration.

The week-long APAN Forum is the largest gathering of adaptation practitioners in the
Asia-Pacific region, providing a platform for governments, development partners, civil society,
and research institutions to exchange knowledge and collaborate on climate adaptation
strategies.

With the theme “Resilience for All: Catalyzing Transformational Adaptation,” the 9th APAN
Forum brought together over 700 participants from more than 40 countries, including
representatives from government agencies, United Nations bodies, multilateral organizations,
academia, youth networks, and civil society.
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SUNSTAR

CCC pushes stronger science-based collaboration for climate resilience

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) underscored the need for multisectoral, science-driven
collaboration to strengthen the country’s climate adaptation and action pathways during the
inaugural Climate Actors’ Forum and Exchange.

In his keynote message, CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje
stressed the importance of integrating science with policy, governance, and local action to
address escalating climate risks in the Philippines.

He noted that advancing adaptation requires deliberate foresight, saying, “To build right at first
sight is to make resilience deliberate, not accidental — the discipline of foresight that saves
lives, livelihoods, and resources.” He added, “The measure of good governance is not how fast
we rebuild, but how rarely we need to.”

Anchored on the Philippine Climate Change Assessment Report Cycle 2 (PhilCCA C2), the
forum gathered representatives from government, academe, civil society, and the private sector
to discuss the latest research on climate science, impacts, and solutions. The CCC affirmed that
the PhilCCA serves as a key reference in implementing the National Adaptation Plan (NAP)
2023-2050 and the Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC).

“The PhilCCA tells us where we stand and what is at stake,” Borje said.

He highlighted that the Philippines is warming faster than the global average, with sea levels
rising at three times the global rate. Without urgent, coordinated action, climate-related losses
could hit 506 billion annually — equal to 7.6% of GDP by 2030 and 13.6% by 2040.

Following the directive of President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. to pursue evidence-informed
climate action, the CCC urged all sectors to use PhilCCA findings to guide local and sectoral
strategies, bridge data gaps, and identify practical measures for adaptation and mitigation. Borje
reaffirmed the Commission’s commitment to keeping the country’s climate agenda grounded in
science, transparency, and shared responsibility.

“Let us open that window wider to let in science, collaboration, and accountability. Let us expand
the space not only for discussion, but for decision and delivery,” he said.

Organized by the Oscar M. Lopez Center, the Climate Actors’ Forum and Exchange featured

plenary discussions led by PhilCCA working groups, parallel sessions on sector-specific
adaptation, and an expo showcasing climate innovations and partnerships.
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THE MANILA TIMES

CCC boosts PH stance for COP30 through consultation

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) brought together a diverse group of civil society
organizations, private sector representatives, and government agencies for a consultation
aimed at consolidating a strong, unified, and inclusive Philippine position for the upcoming 30th
Conference of the Parties (COP30) of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change (U CCC) in Belém, Brazil.

Lead government agencies, including the Department of Environment and Natural Resources,
Department of Energy, Department of Finance, Department of Labor and Employment, and
Department of Economy, Planning, and Development delivered briefings on the COP30 outlook
across six key priority work streams — adaptation; mitigation and article 6; loss and damage;
climate finance; just transition and technology; and transparency. Insights and recommendations
gathered will inform the country’s national positions and negotiation strategies for COP30.

Reflecting on the journey of climate action in the Philippines, the CCC acknowledged the crucial
role of civil society and community-based organizations in translating climate policies into

tangible benefits for the people, particularly the most vulnerable.

The CCC continues to strengthen its collaboration with non-state actors, moving beyond
one-time consultations towards sustained, institutionalized partnership for continuous dialogue
and joint climate action.

=END=
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