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Green solutions proposed for floods
By: Jane Bautista

As the government continues to untangle alleged corruption in flood control projects, scientists,
architects and engineers have joined forces to propose nature-based solutions to mitigate
flooding in urban and coastal areas.These measures include increasing open spaces,
developing blue-green infrastructure, creating “sponge cities,” and advancing ecosystem-based
protection such as mangrove forests and wetland conservation.

PH Odette survivors sue Shell in UK over climate damage
By: Cristina Eloisa Baclig

More than three years after Super Typhoon Odette (international name: Rai) battered the
Philippines, killing over 400 people and destroying 1.4 million homes, 67 survivors are fighting
back — not with relief goods or aid pleas, but with a groundbreaking legal action against one of
the world’s biggest fossil fuel giants.


https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2130241/green-solutions-proposed-for-floods
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2129460/ph-odette-survivors-sue-shell-in-uk-over-climate-damage
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llocos Norte adopts green farming practices to reduce emissions, boost yields
By: Mary Therese D. Ancheta and Dae Abigael V. Tabilos

As climate change continues to threaten farmlands across the province, farmers in llocos Norte
are turning to low-carbon or green farming practices that promise to protect the environment,
reduce production costs, and secure food for future generations.
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Stronger climate protection needed for small-scale fishers
By: Stephanie Sevillano

A climate and fisheries expert from the Department of Agriculture on Friday emphasized the
need to protect small-scale fishers in the Philippines from worsening climate impacts.

POLITIKO

Brian Poe Seeks Bi Agri Budget For Cli _Resilient Food S
By Billy Begas

House Assistant Majority Leader and FPJ Panday Bayanihan party-list Rep. Brian Poe
underscored the need to increase the budget for agriculture to combat the impact of climate
change on food security.

THE MANILA TIMES

Extreme heat impact as PH reaches boiling point
By: Ludwig Federigan

Ten years ago, the world gathered in Paris, pens poised above a landmark agreement. The
Paris Agreement, born of collective resolve, aimed to rewrite the climate narrative, setting
ambitious goals to curb emissions and hold global warming at bay. As we mark this milestone a
decade later, the question hangs heavy in the air: “Have we steered the ship away from the
climate precipice, or are we merely rearranging deck chairs on a rapidly heating planet?”


https://pia.gov.ph/news/ilocos-norte-adopts-green-farming-practices-to-reduce-emissions-boost-yields/
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1261774
https://politiko.com.ph/2025/10/26/brian-poe-seeks-bigger-agri-budget-for-climate-resilient-food-systems/politiko-lokal/
https://www.manilatimes.net/2025/10/25/business/green-industries/extreme-heat-impact-as-ph-reaches-boiling-point/2208072
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The power to know in a climate of truth
By: Secretary Robert EA Borje

We live in an age where truth competes for attention — and attention often wins.

A single false post can travel across the world in seconds, while verified facts struggle to catch
up. This is the new reality of the digital era — one that shapes how people think, act and
respond to the defining crisis of our time: climate change.

PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER

CCC boosts PH stance for COP30 through multistakeholder consultation

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) brought together a diverse group of civil society
organizations, private sector representatives, and government agencies for a consultation
aimed at consolidating a strong, unified, and inclusive Philippine position for the upcoming 30th
Conference of the Parties (COP30) of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC) in Belém, Brazil.
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PCW and Partners Review 30 Years of Gender Progress, Map Out a Transformative
Future for Filipino Women

“For our nation to thrive, women must stand at the absolute center of development.”

The Philippine Commission on Women (PCW) made this clarion call to action on October 21,
2025, as it led over a hundred stakeholders from national and regional government agencies
and civil society organizations during the national consultation workshop for the assessment of
the Philippine Plan for Gender-Responsive Development (PPGD) 1995-2025.

THE MANILA TIMES

Philippines' Project IMPACT wins 2025 Open Gov Challenge for climate transparency

At a time when the Filipino public is increasingly demanding accountability and transparency
from the government, a project of the Climate Change Commission (CCC) received the 2025
Open Gov Challenge’s top award under its Climate and Environment theme. Out of 20 climate
and environment commitments from other countries, CCC’s Project Impact was cited for its


https://tribune.net.ph/2025/10/26/the-power-to-know-in-a-climate-of-truth
https://globalnation.inquirer.net/296177/ccc-boosts-ph-stance-for-cop30-through-multistakeholder-consultation
https://pia.gov.ph/press-release/pcw-and-partners-review-30-years-of-gender-progress-map-out-a-transformative-future-for-filipino-women/
https://pia.gov.ph/press-release/pcw-and-partners-review-30-years-of-gender-progress-map-out-a-transformative-future-for-filipino-women/
https://www.manilatimes.net/2025/10/25/business/green-industries/philippines-project-impact-wins-2025-open-gov-challenge-for-climate-transparency/2208076

innovative, citizen-centric approach as it strengthened climate finance transparency,
accountability and openness.

Information and Knowledge Management Division
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Green solutions proposed for floods
By: Jane Bautista

As the government continues to untangle alleged corruption in flood control projects, scientists,
architects and engineers have joined forces to propose nature-based solutions to mitigate
flooding in urban and coastal areas.These measures include increasing open spaces,
developing blue-green infrastructure, creating “sponge cities,” and advancing ecosystem-based
protection such as mangrove forests and wetland conservation.

But crucial to these proposals, experts said, is the role of local government units (LGUs) and
their “openness” to integrate science- and engineering-based approaches into local policies.

Gil Cruz Jr., assistant professor at the University of the Philippines Institute of Civil Engineering,
said planning flood mitigation projects should not be limited to hard or “gray infrastructures” like
dikes or pumping stations.

“A comprehensive approach is needed, one that combines both structural measures and
nonstructural measures, depending on the specific problem of the site being investigated and
the nature of the flooding,” Cruz said in a public forum on Oct. 17 co-organized by the UP
College of Engineering, GeoThink and GeoHazards International.

‘Sponge cities’

Structural measures refer to engineering interventions such as drainage systems or retention
basins, while nonstructural measures include proper land use planning, zoning, implementation
of early warning systems and community-based disaster preparedness programs.

Cruz said determining the proper flood mitigation structures requires identifying the source of
the water, its flow and volume.

By understanding how water naturally moves through the landscape, he noted, the government
and community can design solutions that work with rather than against the natural hydrologic
process.

Landscape architect Vic Lopez Dul-Loog recommended common green approaches in urban
areas such as expanding open spaces, building green roofs and walls, and creating “sponge
cities.”

While green roofs and walls are often dismissed due to cost, Dul-Loog emphasized their
benefits, including better air quality, longer roof life, improved water collection, and reduced
stormwater.


https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2130241/green-solutions-proposed-for-floods

He described “sponge cities” as a relatively new concept in which wetlands, whether inland or
near coastal areas, are developed solely as wetlands.

“They will serve like a detention pond. And detention or retention pond or all the surface runoff,
this will mitigate the flash flooding,” Dul-Loog said, citing as an example the Benjakitti Forest
Park in Bangkok, Thailand.

Mangroves as best defense
Another nature-based solution, he added, is ecosystem-based protection through mangrove
forests that can mitigate coastal flooding.

Dr. Mary Antonette Beroya-Eitner, an engineering geologist and global change ecologist, said
nature-based coastal defenses “dampen wave energy through frictional effects as water passes
through them.”

In the case of mangrove forests, she said, “when water passes through the dense network of
roots, trunks, and foliage, the wave height, velocity, and force are reduced.”

She noted that over several hundred meters of mangroves can reduce tsunami height by 5
percent to 30 percent.

“In general, what these studies are actually saying is that mangroves can be as effective as
engineered structures. But beyond this mitigating capacity, the big advantage of mangroves is
that they also offer a myriad of other benefits, in ways that engineered structures cannot,” she
said.
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llocos Norte adopts green farming practices to reduce emissions. boost yields
By: Mary Therese D. Ancheta and Dae Abigael V. Tabilos

As climate change continues to threaten farmlands across the province, farmers in llocos Norte
are turning to low-carbon or green farming practices that promise to protect the environment,
reduce production costs, and secure food for future generations.

On October 23, 2025, UK-based law firm Hausfeld served a formal Letter Before Action (LBA) to
Shell's headquarters in London on behalf of Filipino claimants who say the oil company’s carbon
pollution — and decades of climate denial — helped make Odette more destructive.

The lawsuit, if filed as planned in December 2025, would be the first civil case to directly
connect the role of a fossil fuel company to deaths and injuries in the Global South from a
specific climate disaster.

“With fossil fuel emissions being linked to stronger tropical storms like Odette, vulnerable
communities like ours are struggling to keep their head above water. This is not acceptable, this
is not just, and we must fight,” said Trixy Elle, a fishmonger from Batasan Island and one of the
claimants.

The case seeks financial compensation and potential injunctive relief, under the “polluter pays”
principle, to prevent further violations of the right to a healthy environment.

It is supported by the Odette Case campaign, a coalition coordinated by Greenpeace
Philippines, the Legal Rights and Natural Resources Centre (LRC), the Philippine Movement for
Climate Justice (PMCJ), and Uplift.

A first-of-its-kind climate case

According to The Odette Case, this is the first known civil claim that aims to hold a fossil fuel
company legally liable for specific deaths and injuries already suffered in the Global South as a
result of climate change.

The legal arguments are grounded in Philippine law, specifically on quasi-delicts, unjust
enrichment, and violations of constitutional rights to a balanced and healthy ecology. However,
since Shell is headquartered in the UK, the case will be filed in British courts under international
conflict-of-law principles, but will apply Philippine legal standards.

The legal team cites a key precedent: the 2022 report of the Philippine Commission on Human
Rights (CHR), which found that major fossil fuel producers like Shell could be held accountable

for “obstructing climate action” and “contributing to climate harms” under Philippine law.

A disaster made worse by climate change


https://pia.gov.ph/news/ilocos-norte-adopts-green-farming-practices-to-reduce-emissions-boost-yields/

Super Typhoon Odette, which made landfall on December 16, 2021, was the strongest storm to
hit the Philippines that year. According to The Odette Case, new scientific studies have found
that climate change more than doubled the likelihood of extreme storm events like Odette —
especially those involving high winds and intense rainfall.

One referenced study, by international experts from the Centre for Environmental Policy, the
Grantham Institute, and the University of Sheffield, concluded that “human-induced climate
change has likely more than doubled the risk” of compound weather events such as Odette.

The Odette Case also points to over 600 peer-reviewed attribution studies that link fossil
fuel-driven greenhouse gas emissions to increasingly severe storms, floods, and heatwaves.

‘Shell knew’: Decades of climate deception alleged

Why Shell? According to The Odette Case, Shell is among the world’s top carbon emitters,
responsible for an estimated 41 billion tons of CO.e from 1892 to 2023—about 2.5% of all
historical emissions.

Leaked documents and academic reviews also show Shell knew as early as 1965 that fossil
fuels were altering the climate. An internal Shell document from 1988 warned that climate
change would have “dramatic” effects, especially on developing nations.

“For years, Shell knew fossil fuels could cause dangerous climate change. They had the chance
to change course. Instead, they misled the public and helped block our shift to clean energy, all
to protect their profits,” said Tessa Khan, international climate lawyer and executive director of
Uplift.

The claimants allege Shell not only continued oil and gas operations despite this knowledge, but
actively obstructed climate solutions through lobbying, disinformation, and efforts to delay the
energy transition.

The claimants: Ordinary people, extraordinary courage
The 67 claimants hail from the communities hit hardest by Odette, including Ubay and Tubigon

in Bohol, Toledo and Mandaue in Cebu, and the islands of Batasan and Inanuran.

They lost homes, livelihoods—and loved ones. Some barely survived the storm surge. Others
have since lived in tents, fearing the next disaster.

Among them is Annie, a 54-year-old fishmonger from Batasan, who said:

“Before Typhoon Odette, we used to catch a decent number of fish. But now, the amount is
getting smaller and smaller, and sometimes we’re lucky if we catch just a few kilos.”



Fishers display a bold sea banner in Bohol declaring “Shell, we’re suing you for Odette,” as part
of a coordinated protest seeking justice for climate harms. (Photo by Ivan Joseff Guiwanon /
Greenpeace, via The Odette Case)

Hazel, 27, from Inanuran, recalled coming back from evacuation to find her house had been
washed into the sea. For months, she and her husband lived in a tent.

“It's different now after Odette. We all have our fears now,” she said.
Arnold, a fisherman from Bilangbilangan, nearly drowned as Odette tore through his home.

“This battle is not only for me, but also for my children. This could help us in a lot of ways and |
could help fight for future generations.”

Their testimonials, shared by The Odette Case, reflect what the campaign calls a pattern of
climate injustice: those who contributed least to climate change are among the most vulnerable
to its deadly effects.

A global reckoning?

The Odette Case adds to a growing wave of climate litigation targeting fossil fuel companies
worldwide. According to a 2024 briefing by Oil Change International, at least 86 cases have
been filed to date, with 33 focusing on corporate responsibility for climate-related damages.

So far, no fossil fuel company has been forced to pay for such damages. But a win in the UK
could change that.

“The case seeks to hold Shell accountable to our Filipino clients,” said Greg Lascelles, partner
at Hausfeld. “By proving in court that Shell was at fault for this climate change-driven extreme
weather event and the suffering it caused, the case highlights the far-reaching and direct
impacts on vulnerable communities worldwide of oil and gas company activities.”

Should the case succeed, legal experts say it could set a global precedent—turning what are
currently potential liabilities for climate damages into real financial consequences for polluters.

The next step: if Shell fails to respond satisfactorily to the Letter Before Action, proceedings will
be formally filed in December 2025.

For now, the Odette claimants press on. Whether they win in court, The Odette Case says the
claimants are standing for something greater than damages.

“From fighting for survival to fighting for justice,” the campaign declares, “the claimants in this
case are using the law to hold Shell accountable for its contribution to Super Typhoon
Odette.”/tsb
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Stronger climate protection needed for small-scale fishers
By: Stephanie Sevillano

A climate and fisheries expert from the Department of Agriculture on Friday emphasized the
need to protect small-scale fishers in the Philippines from worsening climate impacts.

Dr. Mudjekeewis Santos, Scientist V at the DA—National Fisheries Research and Development
Institute (NFRDI), raised the concern following the 2nd Philippines Smallscale Fisheries National
Symposium (PSSFNS2) held at Mindanao State University in Marawi City on Oct. 22.

In a statement, Santos stressed the “urgent need” to address the effects of growing climate
vulnerabilities faced by the sector.

“Climate change is real and it's here. So, we need to know the vulnerabilities in small-scale
fisheries so that we will know what to do about it,” he said.

Rising sea temperatures, ocean acidification and changing weather patterns continue to disrupt
fish populations and ecosystems, he said.

These were observed in case studies on milkfish, freshwater eel, and giant squid, among
others, the expert claimed.

Santos then underscored the need for proactive measures to advance climate resilience and
protect the income of the fishers who remain part of the vulnerable sector.

“In the Philippines, the small fishers are the poorest of them all, even with no climate change.
How worse will it be?” he said in Filipino.

He added that the government has tools to help cushion the impact of climate change on the
fisheries sector, which include FishVool, DA Planner Portal and Climate Risk Vulnerability
Assessment (CRVA) for crops and fisheries.

The FishVool is used as an assessment tool to evaluate the fisheries’ susceptibility to climate
change; the agency’s Planner Portal helps provide data-driven or evidence-based actions; while
the CRVA is also used for risk assessments under the Philippine Fisheries and Coastal
Resiliency (FISHCORE) Project.

In the end, Santos said information and accessible resources are crucial to implement available
interventions against the effects of climate change in the Philippines.

“We need to inform the people. These things are happening. Climate change is real, so we need
to prepare,” he said.
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llocos Norte adopts green farming practices to reduce emissions. boost yields
By: Mary Therese D. Ancheta and Dae Abigael V. Tabilos

As climate change continues to threaten farmlands across the province, farmers in llocos Norte
are turning to low-carbon or green farming practices that promise to protect the environment,
reduce production costs, and secure food for future generations.

Through the leadership of the Provincial Government of llocos Norte, the Provincial Agriculture
Office (PAO) is championing sustainable farming systems that lower greenhouse gas emissions,
promote renewable energy use, and strengthen community resilience.

“Low-carbon agriculture is a system for agriculture whose aim is to reduce carbon emissions,”
explained Engineer Chonito Baldovi, Engineer Ill and Provincial High Value Crops Development
Program (HVCDP) coordinator.

“These include greenhouse gases such as carbon dioxide from fossil fuels, methane from
livestock, and nitrous oxide from inorganic fertilizers.”

Baldovi said his participation in a workshop on low-carbon agriculture in Taiwan-organized by
the Taiwan Technical Mission and the International Cooperation and Development Fund
(ICDF)-inspired him to help localize similar practices in llocos Norte.

From traditional to sustainable farming

For decades, many farmers in the province have relied on traditional methods such as burning
crop residues, using large amounts of chemical fertilizers, and depending on diesel-powered

machinery — all of which contribute heavily to greenhouse gas emissions.

To address this, the PAO is introducing practical, climate-smart solutions, including:

Organic farming and composting to reduce dependence on synthetic fertilizers;
Solar-powered irrigation systems (SPIS) to minimize fossil fuel use in water pumping;
Alternate wetting and drying techniques in rice fields to conserve water and reduce
methane emissions
e Anti-burning campaigns to discourage the burning of rice straw and crop residues; and

Training programs for farmers on sustainable soil and water management.
“We train our farmers to produce their own organic fertilizer through composting,” Baldovi said.
“We also provide shredding machines and composting facilities to farmer associations to lessen

their reliance on synthetic fertilizers.”
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Across the province, several solar-powered irrigation projects have already been implemented —
a clear step toward renewable energy use in agriculture and reduced production costs for
farmers.

Partnerships and youth involvement

The provincial government continues to strengthen partnerships with national and international
organizations such as the Climate Change Commission, the Department of Agriculture’s
Climate-Resilient Agriculture Office, and the Taiwan ICDF to introduce innovative technologies
that support low-carbon farming systems.

Equally important, the PAO is investing in the next generation of farmers through the 4-H
(head-heart-hands-health) Clubs and young farmers’ training programs, ensuring that

sustainability becomes part of daily life.

“The youth should be educated because they will benefit if we address climate change early,”
Baldovi emphasized.

“We teach them organic farming and urban gardening so they can practice sustainability even in
small spaces.”

By engaging the youth, llocos Norte is cultivating not just crops but a new generation of
environmentally aware and empowered food producers.

Local innovations, agricultural cooperation
llocos Norte is also expanding its agricultural cooperation through demonstration projects
featuring Taiwan garlic varieties in municipalities such as Badoc, Paoay, San Nicolas, Piddig,

Bangui, Burgos, Pasuquin, Baccara, and Adams.

These projects aim to boost local garlic yield and strengthen the province’s garlic industry while
preserving llocano heritage varieties.

Baldovi assured that these initiatives will not replace local garlic strains but will instead
complement them to improve productivity and income for local farmers.

Responding to climate impacts

The shift to green and low-carbon agriculture has become more urgent following the P456
million worth of agricultural damages recently recorded in the province due to typhoons.

“Our goal is to help farmers lower production costs while protecting the environment,” Baldovi
said.
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“If we continue these programs, we can ensure the sustainability of our resources and the
well-being of our farmers and fisherfolk.”

Through these efforts, farmers are encouraged to join the “Agri ka Dito” initiative — an open
platform by the PAO that provides direct access to training, farm inputs, and technical
assistance.

“Just coordinate with our office,” Baldovi assured.

“We will help you lower production costs, increase yield, and improve your livelihood. The
provincial government is very supportive.”

Interested farmers may visit their Municipal Agriculture Office or the Provincial Agriculture Office
in Laoag to participate in the “Agri ka Dito” program.

Building a low-carbon future
llocos Norte’s journey toward green and climate-smart agriculture shows that sustainability
begins with people — from the farmers tending their fields to the youth cultivating small gardens

in their homes.

Through innovation, education, and strong partnerships, the province is proving that it is
possible to feed communities while healing the planet.

By working together, llocanos are not only reducing their environmental footprint but also
building a future where farming remains both a livelihood and a legacy.
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POLITIKO

Brian Poe Seeks Bigger Agri Budget For Climate-Resilient Food Systems
By Billy Begas

House Assistant Majority Leader and FPJ Panday Bayanihan party-list Rep. Brian Poe
underscored the need to increase the budget for agriculture to combat the impact of climate
change on food security.

Speaking at the 151st Inter-Parliamentary Union Assembly held in Geneva, Switzerland, Poe
stressed the urgent need to strengthen food security through climate-resilient investments.

Poe said that the Philippines suffered P57.78 billion in agricultural losses due to climate events,
with P9.89 billion from drought in 2024 alone.

To address the issue, Poe said the House of Representatives has proposed a P39.4 billion
increase to the Department of Agriculture’s budget. Key priorities include the cold storage
facilities, solar-powered irrigation system, crop insurance, and forecast-based financing.

“These are essential for making our food systems more climate-resilient,” Poe said.

Poe added that there is also a proposal to allocate P10 billion emergency support fund for
farmers and fisherfolk to provide immediate aid during climate-induced disruptions.

“Food security is national security,” he stressed. “We are committed to building a budget that
protects both producers and consumers.”

Poe also called on international partners to support developing nations like the Philippines in
adopting new technologies and financial tools for agricultural resilience.
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Extreme heat impact as PH reaches boiling point
By: Ludwig Federigan

Ten years ago, the world gathered in Paris, pens poised above a landmark agreement. The
Paris Agreement, born of collective resolve, aimed to rewrite the climate narrative, setting
ambitious goals to curb emissions and hold global warming at bay. As we mark this milestone a
decade later, the question hangs heavy in the air: “Have we steered the ship away from the
climate precipice, or are we merely rearranging deck chairs on a rapidly heating planet?”

A new report, a chilling testament to the escalating crisis of extreme heat, offers a stark reality
check. “Ten Years of the Paris Agreement: The Present and Future of Extreme Heat,” a
collaboration between Climate Central and World Weather Attribution, is a global analysis
spanning the decade since the Paris accord. It reveals the extent to which our world has already
been reshaped by rising temperatures and casts an ominous shadow on what lies ahead. While
the Paris Agreement has tempered some of the most catastrophic warming scenarios projected
before 2015, the report underscores that the battle against extreme heat is far from won. As
Friederike Otto, climate science professor at the Center for Environmental Policy, Imperial
College London, noted: “The Paris Agreement is a powerful, legally binding framework that can
help us avoid the most severe impacts of climate change.”

The analysis paints a picture of a world grappling with extreme heat’s relentless advance. Since
2015, surging global temperatures have resulted in an average of 11 additional hot days each
year. Beyond slightly warmer summers, this is a fundamental shift in weather patterns that
pushes the boundaries of human and ecological tolerance. The report projects that even if
current emission reduction pledges are fully honored (a monumental “if’ in itself), the trajectory
is still toward 2.6 degrees Celsius of warming by 2100. This seemingly modest increase
unleashes a cascade of dire consequences: events that are already highly impactful on people
and ecosystems would be intolerably more severe.

Today, extreme heat contributes to an estimated 500,000 deaths worldwide annually. The most
vulnerable among us — the elderly, outdoor workers, those with preexisting health conditions
and marginalized communities — bear its deadly brunt.

The implications of these global trends reverberate with urgency in the Philippines, an
archipelago nation straddling the equator. Uniquely vulnerable to the intensifying impacts of
extreme heat, the country can expect a relentless increase in the frequency and intensity of
extreme heat events, with profound consequences across sectors.

for the nation

The health of Filipinos is on the line. As temperatures soar, heat-related ilinesses and fatalities

can surge, particularly in densely populated urban areas and among vulnerable populations
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lacking access to adequate cooling and health care. The agricultural sector, the lifeblood of
many Filipino communities, faces a formidable threat. Rising temperatures and prolonged
droughts can decimate crops, imperiling food security and threatening the livelihoods of
countless farmers. The Philippines’ critical infrastructure is also under siege. Extreme heat can
strain the power grid, leading to blackouts and disruptions. It can buckle roads and
transportation networks, disrupting commerce and everyday life. As Kristina Dahl, vice president
for Science at Climate Central, warns, “The Paris Agreement is helping many regions of the
world avoid some of the worst possible outcomes of climate change, but make no mistake — we
are still heading for a dangerously hot future.”

The government’s National Adaptation Plan (2023-2050) aims to fortify the nation against such
climate impacts. But the stark reality is that a comprehensive Heat Action Plan is still under
development.

The most urgent priority is for countries to dramatically increase their emission reduction targets,
aligning their efforts with the Paris Agreement’s ambitious goals of limiting warming to 1.5 C or
well below 2 C. Bold adaptation measures must be taken, and investments made to reduce the
impacts of extreme heat to communities. This includes heat early warning systems that are
effective at alerting the public about impending heat waves, and comprehensive heat action
plans at the national and local levels.

Urban planning must promote cool roofs and incorporate accessible public transport systems
that integrate cooling and shading. Educational campaigns can elevate public awareness,
empowering citizens to protect themselves and their communities from extreme heat. Protection
should be prioritized for the aforementioned most vulnerable. Intentional and equitable
adaptation efforts should include disaggregated data on gender, age and disability.

The future of extreme heat globally and in the Philippines hinges on the choices we make today.
The world is at a crossroads: to choose between complacency and action, between a future
defined by runaway warming, and a future where we protect the health and safety of all.

The author is the founder and chief strategic advisor of the Young Environmental Forum and a
subject-matter expert at the Co-operative College of the Philippines. He completed a climate
change and development course at the University of East Anglia (UK), and an executive
program on sustainability leadership at Yale University (USA). You can email him at
ludwig.federigan@gmail.com.
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The power to know in a climate of truth
By: Secretary Robert EA Borje

We live in an age where truth competes for attention — and attention often wins.

A single false post can travel across the world in seconds, while verified facts struggle to catch
up. This is the new reality of the digital era — one that shapes how people think, act and
respond to the defining crisis of our time: climate change.

In this complex landscape, misinformation — the unintentional spread of falsehoods — and
disinformation — the deliberate distortion of facts — can be as destructive as the floods,
droughts, and heat waves we seek to prevent. Both cloud understanding, erode trust in science,
and delay the actions urgently needed to protect lives and livelihoods.

Yet amid this challenge, hope lies in our youth. They are digital natives who know how to post,
share and trend — and more importantly, how to mobilize.

Nearly six in 10 Filipinos online are under 30. Their voices fill timelines, classrooms and town
halls, proving that when informed and inspired, young people can turn awareness into action.
Across the country, youth groups lead coastal cleanups, early-warning campaigns and climate
education drives.

These efforts, born in digital spaces, become real-world solutions. They remind us that
technology, when guided by truth and purpose, can be a force for resilience.

But we must sound the alarm. Being digitally connected does not always mean being critically
informed. Discernment and wisdom are not automatic — they must be grounded in science,
nurtured by education, and shaped by experience. Youth energy, without scientific guidance and
moral grounding, can be easily swept away by falsehoods online — not a criticism, but a call to
care.

As adults — parents, educators, public servants, and communicators — we must strengthen the
institutions and values that help young people grow, question, and mature responsibly. We must
also help them navigate the sea of information without being drowned by data, anxiety, or the
heavy expectations placed on their generation. Yes, they must lead — but they must also live
and enjoy their youth.

Empowerment must come with empathy, structure, and guidance. This is why media and
information literacy is not a luxury; it is a lifeline. When citizens can tell fact from fabrication, they
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make better choices — to heed storm warnings, conserve water or support policies that protect
the most vulnerable. Informed decisions save lives.

Here, the role of media institutions and leaders is pivotal. In a time when algorithms shape
perception, credible journalism must serve as our moral and factual compass. Editors, reporters,
and producers carry public trust — their work turns data into understanding and complexity into
conviction.

Through verification, ethical storytelling, and accountability, media organizations become not
just informers of the public but enablers of democratic, science-based decision-making. When
the media stands for truth, society gains the clarity to act with purpose.

Likewise, social media platforms must shoulder their share of responsibility. They cannot remain
reckless, silent, or complicit while misinformation spreads unchecked. Digital platforms are now
the new public square — democratic spaces that must be free but not untrammeled, open but
not irresponsible.

Freedom of expression cannot be separated from the duty to protect truth and public safety.
Social media companies must build stronger safeguards, transparent governance, and
partnerships that elevate credible information over divisive noise. To remain neutral in the face
of falsehood is to take a side — and not the right one.

As we mark Global Media and Information Literacy Week, this year’s theme — “Minds Over Al”
— holds deeper meaning. Artificial intelligence now shapes how information flows and opinions
form. But however powerful technologies become, they must stay anchored — not only in data
— but in human discernment, ethical judgment, and compassion.

The same holds true for climate action: data and models matter, but wisdom and integrity must
guide their use. The Climate Change Commission continues to advance this through education
and partnership. Through Klima Eskwela, college students learn not only the science of climate
change but the governance and ethics of response.

Through consultations on the Nationally Determined Contribution and National Adaptation Plan
(NAP) — and through the localization of the NAP across provinces and communities — young
leaders and local officials help turn national goals into local action. Adaptation must not remain
an abstract plan but a lived commitment — one that communities understand, support, and act
upon.

In this shared journey, truth itself becomes a form of climate resilience. A society grounded in
facts can withstand not only storms and rising seas, but also the tides of deception that divide
and distract.

When media, educators, citizens, and digital platforms uphold truth, they strengthen the

foundations of trust — and with trust, transformation follows. But transformation begins not only
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in our systems, but in ourselves. Each post we share, each policy we support, each
conversation we join carries weight. We are not mere users of information — we are stewards of
it. The power to mislead and the power to enlighten now rest in the same hands: ours.
Responsibility — individual and collective — is the measure of our maturity as a democracy and
our humanity as a people.

Every generation has its defining challenge. Ours is to confront the climate crisis while
defending the integrity of information that shapes our response. To succeed, we must leave
behind more than policies or programs; we must nurture a culture of truth, wisdom and shared
responsibility — one that begins in institutions, extends across communities, and is lived
conscientiously by every citizen.

Because in the end, what humanity needs is not more artificial intelligence, but genuine wisdom

— the kind that listens, questions, and acts with conscience and compassion. There lies real
power: knowing, and doing, in a climate of truth.
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CCC boosts PH stance for COP30 through multistakeholder consultation

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) brought together a diverse group of civil society
organizations, private sector representatives, and government agencies for a consultation
aimed at consolidating a strong, unified, and inclusive Philippine position for the upcoming 30th
Conference of the Parties (COP30) of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC) in Belém, Brazil.

The event featured a presentation on the outcomes of the 62nd session of the UNFCCC
Subsidiary Bodies (SB62), setting the stage for focused discussions. Lead government
agencies, including the Department of Environment and Natural Resources, Department of
Energy, Department of Finance, Department of Labor and Employment, and Department of
Economy, Planning, and Development, delivered briefings on the COP30 outlook across six key
priority workstreams: Adaptation; Mitigation & Article 6; Loss and Damage; Climate Finance;
Just Transition & Technology; and Transparency. Insights and recommendations gathered will
inform the country’s national positions and negotiation strategies for COP30.

Reflecting on the journey of climate action in the Philippines, the CCC acknowledged the crucial
role of civil society and community-based organizations in translating climate policies into
tangible benefits for the people, particularly the most vulnerable.

“This consultation reaffirms that we can only confront the climate crisis effectively through
partnership grounded in trust, transparency, and shared responsibility. We are making sure that
citizen participation becomes a foundation of this type of engagement,” CCC Vice Chairperson
and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje said, underscoring that this event is part of a
continuous effort to develop robust and strong consultative mechanism. “We must work
together, across all sectors, institutions, and communities, to close coordination gaps and
ensure that every voice, particularly those of the most vulnerable, is meaningfully represented.”

“Moving further ahead, there are other stakeholders who would like to be involved also. We will
endeavor to make it a more substantial participation from our CSO partners and also from the
business and the academe,” he added.

The consultation was attended by representatives from various civil society organizations,
including Aksyon Klima Pilipinas; Center for Energy Ecology, and Development; Family
Planning/Population, Health, and Environment Network; Forest Foundation Philippines; Health
Care Without Harm; Institute for Climate and Sustainable Cities; Kabataang Resilient Network;
Klima Center — Manila Observatory; Living Laudato Si Philippines; National Resilience Council;
NGOs for Fisheries Reform; Oxfam Pilipinas; Parabukas; WWF Philippines; UNICEF; Net Zero
Carbon Alliance; Reboot Philippines; Rare Inc.; and Save the Children. Representatives from
the private sector include Aboitiz Equity Ventures, Ayala Corporation, First Philippine Holdings,
and Energy Development Corporation.
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The CCC continues to strengthen its collaboration with non-state actors, moving beyond
one-time consultations towards sustained, institutionalized partnership for continuous dialogue
and joint climate action.For more information on the CCC’s climate mainstreaming activities,
visit www.climate.gov.ph and www.facebook.com/CCCPhlI.
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PCW and Partners Review 30 Years of Gender Progress. Map Out a Transformative
Future for Filipino Women

“For our nation to thrive, women must stand at the absolute center of development.”

The Philippine Commission on Women (PCW) made this clarion call to action on October 21,
2025, as it led over a hundred stakeholders from national and regional government agencies
and civil society organizations during the national consultation workshop for the assessment of
the Philippine Plan for Gender-Responsive Development (PPGD) 1995-2025.

PPGD is a 30-year national framework that has guided the government toward full equality
between women and men.

Serving as the sequel to the Philippine Development Plan for Women 1989-1992, the PPGD is
linked to the Medium-Term Philippine Development Plan (MTPDP) 1993-1998 and its strategies.
It was also designed to be a rolling plan updated every six years or upon every change of
national leadership. Thus, for the past 30 years, the PPGD consisted of three major time-slice
plans aligned with the development plan of every Philippine President: (1) Framework Plan for
Women 2001-2004, (2) Women’s Empowerment, Development, and Gender Equality Plan
2013-2016, and (3) Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment Plan 2019-2025.

Following the regional consultations in Luzon, Visayas, and Mindanao conducted by the PCW
from August to September this year, the national workshop for the PPGD assessment marks a
herstoric step in mapping out the next national Gender and Development (GAD) plan beginning
in 2026. By integrating perspectives from the grassroots to the national policymaking levels and
incorporating lessons from every sector of society, the Commission is now strategizing how to
sustain and expand the gains of Filipino women. This strategic direction is in alignment with
AmBisyon Natin 2040, the Philippines’ collective, long-term vision and aspiration for a stable
(“matatag”), comfortable (“maginhawa”), and secure (“panatag”) life for all Filipinos by the year
2040.

In her opening remarks, PCW Chairperson Ermelita V. Valdeavilla underscored that the new
national plan, which will serve as a sequel to the PPGD, must not only measure development by
numbers but also by the restoration of dignity, equality, and cultural identity. She emphasized
that the new plan must decolonize our culture—since all gender issues are rooted in it—and
recover precolonial Filipino norms and values to foster genuine progress.

“Women can do so much to lead this transformation,” she affirmed.

Reminding everyone that Filipinos continue to breathe, think, and act under the dictates of a
colonial culture that no longer serves our own people, Chairperson Valdeavilla stressed that
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placing women at the heart of national growth is not only a matter of justice, but of survival and
progress.

From decolonizing development to conquering global megatrends

Recognizing that the Commission now stands at the threshold of a new milestone, Chairperson
Valdeavilla also identified global megatrends that test the sustainability of the PPGD’s
achievements and the resilience of women worldwide.

Foremost among these megatrends is technology, where closing the gender digital divide could
benefit 343 million women and girls globally, according to UN Women. Climate change follows
closely, with projections that it could push another 158 million women into poverty by 2050,
highlighting the urgency of gender-responsive climate action and environmental justice.

Other key trends include the emerging care economy revolution, rapid demographic
transformation, and shifting social and cultural gender norms. Amid these challenges, the
Chairperson pointed to South-South opportunities that could strengthen partnerships among
developing nations toward gender equality and inclusive growth.

Back in 1995, the PPGD placed people—especially women—at the center to make
development equitable, sustainable, free from violence, respectful of human rights, supportive of
self-determination and human potential, and participatory and empowering. The plan recognized
that discrimination existed on the basis of gender, class, and ethnicity; hence, placing greater
emphasis on women in intersectionally disadvantaged groups.

As the 30-year plan approaches its sunset, the national consultation workshop served as a
reaffirmation of purpose, calling upon all sectors to unite in crafting the next chapter—one that
ensures no woman or girl is left behind in the nation’s pursuit of progress.

From prioritizing Filipino women to mobilizing future-proof Filipino women

In her closing remarks, PCW Executive Director Nharleen Santos-Millar thanked stakeholders
for their reflective and forward-looking contributions, which solidified the mandate for the future.
The workshop affirmed that while partial progress has been made, a whole-of-society approach
is urgently needed to ensure gender equality goals are fully institutionalized, resourced, and
measured.

“The PPGD'’s journey reminds us that progress happens not by chance, but by choice. When
commitment is matched with systems, partnerships, and sustained action, results will naturally

come out,” ED Millar stated.

She also highlighted crucial mandates that the workshop’s discussions yielded across key
national sectors:
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Economic Justice: The lack of policy on unpaid care work was flagged as a major barrier to
women’s full participation in the labor force, necessitating urgent provision of support and
targeted consultations to genuinely hear women’s voices in policy decisions.

Safety and Inclusivity: There was a unanimous call for stronger accessibility enforcement—not
just compliance—and increased funding for inclusive education, alongside the
institutionalization of gender-responsive mechanisms such as VAW Desks and harmonized local
data collection.

Structural Reform in Peace and Security: The workshop demanded a comprehensive and
independent audit of career pathing and deployment policies to identify and dismantle structural
barriers that limit qualified women from being assigned to a wider range of roles, especially
command positions.

Gender-Responsive Infrastructure: In Infrastructure and Energy, the lack of top management
support was noted, emphasizing the importance of institutionalizing regular GAD
capacity-building and integrating sex-disaggregated data into project evaluations to enable
systematic collection and reporting.

The Babaylan Spirit: Guiding the Bagong Pilipinas GAD journey to 2040

Looking ahead, the PCW emphasized that the new successor plan must be designed to shape
the future, not just respond to the times. While AmBisyon Natin 2040 serves as the anchor of
national development, the Bagong Pilipinas campaign of President Ferdinand R. Marcos, Jr. is
the strategic vehicle through which the PCW is advancing toward the long-term 2040 vision,
while simultaneously working to reclaim the identity of Filipino women prior to the colonial era.

The core mission of the next-generation GAD plan is rooted in this cultural recovery, particularly
Chairperson Valdeavilla’s invocation of the precolonial women ancestors. It is this spirit which,
the Chairperson stated, calls us to action: “Like the Babaylan, we are called to heal the
inequalities that persist, to bridge divides, and to lead with honesty, empathy, and integrity.”

Echoing Chairperson Valdeavilla’s remarks on the Babaylan, ED Millar added, “We are called to
heal divisions, nurture communities, and keep alive the flame of empowerment for generations
to come. The spirit of the Babaylan lives on in every woman and ally who chooses to lead with
compassion and to act with courage.”

She concluded the workshop by stating that the next-generation GAD plan is therefore tasked to
“shape a future where equality and empowerment are the norm, not the exception,” signaling a

bold new direction for gender equality under the Bagong Pilipinas vision.

Now that the PPGD nationwide assessment is over, the PCW and its partners are fully set to
craft the new national GAD plan to continue championing gender equality and women’s
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empowerment until the day a separate mandate or a national plan is no longer necessary
because it is already the Philippines’ lived reality.

Joining the Commission during the national consultation workshop were fellow GADvocates
from Bureau of Corrections, Bureau of Jail Management and Penology, Career Executive
Service Board, Climate Change Commission, Commission on Audit, Commission on Election,
Commission on Higher Education, Commission on Human Rights, Commission on Population
and Development, Cooperative Development Authority, Department of Agriculture, Department
of Budget and Management, Department of Economy, Planning, and Development, Department
of Education, Department of Energy, Department of Environment and Natural Resources,
Department of Health, Department of Human Settlements and Urban Development, Department
of Information and Communications Technology, Department of Justice, Department of Labor
and Employment, Department of Public Works and Highways, Department of Science and
Technology, Department of Social Welfare and Development, Department of Tourism,
Department of Trade and Industry, Department of Transportation, Home Development Mutual
Fund (Pag-IBIG Fund), House of Representatives, Land Bank of the Philippines, Movie and
Television Review and Classification Board, National Anti-Poverty Commission, National
Commission for Culture and the Arts, National Commission on Indigenous Peoples, National
Housing Authority, National Police Commission, Office of Civil Defense, Overseas Workers
Welfare Administration, Philippine Air Force, Philippine Information Agency, Philippine National
Police, Philippine Ports Authority, Public Attorney’s Office, Small Business Corporation, Social
Housing Finance Corporation, and Technical Education and Skills Development Authority.

Representatives from Sentro ng Alternatibong Lingap Panlegal (SALIGAN), Women’s Legal and

Human Rights Bureau, and KAINAKAP-Inclusive and Opportunity Inc. were also present to
share gender inputs from the civil society.
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Philippines' Project IMPACT wins 2025 Open Gov Challenge for climate transparency

At a time when the Filipino public is increasingly demanding accountability and transparency
from the government, a project of the Climate Change Commission (CCC) received the 2025
Open Gov Challenge’s top award under its Climate and Environment theme. Out of 20 climate
and environment commitments from other countries, CCC’s Project Impact was cited for its
innovative, citizen-centric approach as it strengthened climate finance transparency,
accountability and openness.

The award was given on Oct. 14 during the Open Government Partnership (OGP) Global
Summit in Vitoria-Gasteiz, Spain. Launched in 2023, the Open Gov Challenge is an OGP
initiative that invites governments to take ambitious, citizen-centered actions across 10 reform
themes, including Climate and Environment. This year’s awards received 163 commitments
submitted globally.

Project Impact (“Inclusive Monitoring and Participation for Accountability in Climate
Transformation”) is designed by and for citizens. It incorporates simplified geotagged data
visualization with social media functionalities, operates through both online and offline modes to
ensure inclusivity, and completes a full feedback loop, allowing citizens to report issues and
receive government responses.

CCC Vice Chairman and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje reiterated the organization’s
commitment to help citizens and communities track climate action, “making every peso allocated
for climate response traceable, effective and responsive to their needs.” He said, “Accessible
climate finance data builds trust and strengthens accountability among government, civil society
and the public.”

The CCC emphasized that recognition under the Open Gov Challenge serves as both validation
and motivation to strengthen climate finance systems, beyond data tagging, through active
engagement of civil society and citizens in monitoring and evaluating climate programs and
investments, and closing the feedback loop through timely and effective government
response/action. It is the government’s lead policymaking body tasked to coordinate, monitor
and evaluate government programs, and ensure mainstreaming of climate change in national,
local and sectoral development plans toward a climate-resilient Philippines.

Project Impact will be piloted from 2026 to 2028 in four provinces identified as highly vulnerable
under the National Adaptation Plan. It builds on the Climate Change Expenditure Tagging
system, institutionalized under Joint Memorandum Circular 2015-01 of the CCC, Department of
Budget and Management (DBM), and Department of the Interior and Local Government, to
integrate climate adaptation and mitigation into agency budgets and local investment programs.
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Project Impact, submitted to OGP on May 23, was developed with support from DBM, the
United Nations Development Program, and the Institute for Climate and Sustainable Cities.

=END=
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