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BUSINESS WORLD 
 
Philippines, Japan sign energy resilience, technology cooperation agreement 
By: Sheldeen Joy Talavera 
 
The PHILIPPINES and Japan signed an agreement seeking to advance energy resilience and 
security, low-carbon development, and technological expertise exchange, the Department of 
Energy (DoE) said. 
 
MANILA BULLETIN 
 
Philippines, Japan ink four-year deal for renewable energy tech 
By: Gabriell Christel Galang 
 
The Department of Energy (DOE) and Japan’s Ministry of Economy, Trade, and Industry (METI) 
announced a new partnership to boost clean energy investments for both nations. 
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PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY 
 
MinDA: Stronger disaster response mechanism needed in Mindanao 
By: Che Palicte 
 
Mindanao Development Authority (MinDA) chairperson Secretary Leo Tereso Magno on 
Tuesday called for a more robust disaster response mechanism in Mindanao, citing the region’s 
growing vulnerability to both natural and human-induced hazards. 
 
PH, Japan partner towards energy resiliency bid 
By: Joann Villanueva 
 
The Philippines and Japan have teamed up to help each other in their energy transition bid as 
part of their commitment towards the use of clean energy and to ensure energy resilience. 
 
THE MANILA TIMES 
 
Green building solutions: driving climate resilience and sustainability 
By: Michele T. Logarta 
 
The building industry is a significant contributor to global energy-related emissions, accounting 
for as much as 40 percent. Yet it can also be an important driver for climate resilience, said 
Mario Suelto, technical coordinator of the Philippine Green Building Council (PHILGBC), during 
his talk at the 2025 National Developers Convention on Oct. 10 in Makati City. 
 
PH advances climate-ready ports in ASEAN 
By: Genivi Verdejo 
 
The Philippines underscored the urgency of developing climate-resilient and low-carbon 
maritime infrastructure during the 49th Asean Maritime Transport Working Group (MTWG) 
Meeting held in Bandar Seri Begawan, Brunei Darussalam. 
 

CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 
MANILA BULLETIN 
 
CCC proposal to further strengthen climate finance transparency, accountability, 
openness gets global OGP nod and support 
 
The Climate Change Commission’s (CCC) Project IMPACT, which aims to further strengthen 
climate finance transparency, accountability, and openness, secured the top award under the 
Climate and Environment theme at the 2025 Open Gov Challenge. The award was given during 
the Open Government Partnership (OGP) Global Summit in Vitoria-Gasteiz, Spain. 
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[Opinion] Championing Open Governance on the global stage 
By: Amenah F. Pangandaman 
 
Assalamu alaikum wa Rahmatullahi wa Barakatuh. 
 
As chairperson of the Philippine Open Government Partnership (PH-OGP), I had the privilege of 
leading the Philippine delegation to the 2025 OGP Global Summit held in Vitoria-Gasteiz, Spain, 
from Oct. 6 to 10. With one of the most high-level representations at the event, our presence 
demonstrated that the Philippines stands firmly with the global OGP community in advancing 
open governance at all levels of society — refining systems for better public service delivery and 
strengthening public trust through transparency and collaboration. 
 

Information and Knowledge Management Division 
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BUSINESS WORLD 
 
Philippines, Japan sign energy resilience, technology cooperation agreement 
By: Sheldeen Joy Talavera 
 
The PHILIPPINES and Japan signed an agreement seeking to advance energy resilience and 
security, low-carbon development, and technological expertise exchange, the Department of 
Energy (DoE) said. 
 
In a statement on Tuesday, the DoE said it and Japan’s Ministry of Economy, Trade, and 
Industry (METI) agreed to a memorandum of cooperation involving diversifying energy sources 
and adopting innovative technology. 
 
The four-year cooperation commits the two sides to supporting low-carbon development, 
contributing to climate change mitigation efforts, and exchanging technological expertise and 
best practices. 
 
METI has committed to support the Philippines’ energy transition through the Asia Energy 
Transition Initiative, Japan’s plan aimed at supporting clean energy transition in Asia. 
 
The deal was signed by Energy Secretary Sharon S. Garin and Japanese Minister Muto Yoji on 
the sidelines of the 3rd Asia Zero Emission Community Ministerial Meeting in Kuala Lumpur. 
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MANILA BULLETIN 
 
Philippines, Japan ink four-year deal for renewable energy tech 
By: Gabriell Christel Galang 
 
The Department of Energy (DOE) and Japan’s Ministry of Economy, Trade, and Industry (METI) 
announced a new partnership to boost clean energy investments for both nations. 
 
In a statement Tuesday, Oct. 21, the DOE saidi it signed a memorandum of cooperation (MOC) 
with METI establishing a collaborative framework, covering knowledge exchange, collaboration 
on pilot energy projects, policy dialogues, and capacity building. 
 
According to the DOE, the four-year term partnership will allow both nations to exchange 
technological expertise and best practices—from Japan to the Philippines—in areas including 
renewable energy (RE), grid integration, energy storage, hydrogen, ammonia, liquefied natural 
gas (LNG), and carbon capture, utilization, and storage (CCUS). 
 
The cooperation is also expected to enhance energy resilience and security, aid in low-carbon 
development, and pursue climate change mitigation efforts aligned with the Paris Agreement. 
Moreover, it will support the vision of the Asia Zero Emission Community (AZEC), an initiative 
promoting cooperation toward achieving net-zero emissions in Asia. 
 
Implementation will be led by the Agency for Natural Resources and Energy (ANRE) for Japan 
and the Energy Policy and Planning Bureau (EPPB) for the Philippines, according to the DOE. 
Energy Secretary Sharon Garin said she hopes the MOC will invite long-term investments in 
energy sustainability. “It reflects our unwavering commitment to addressing climate change and 
building a resilient energy sector that will power our economies for decades to come,” she 
stated. 
 
“This is not just about reducing emissions; it's about creating jobs, fostering innovation, and 
improving the quality of life for our citizens. A sustainable energy sector is a foundation for a 
thriving economy and a healthy society,” she added. 
 
Last week, the DOE established a framework for carbon credit generation and trading to guide 
developers on obtaining carbon credit certificates (CCCs). 
 
CCCs, which serve as receipts for eliminating one ton of carbon dioxide from the atmosphere, 
can be traded in three different markets: the International Compliance Market, the future 
Domestic Compliance Market (Emissions Trading System), and the Voluntary Carbon Market. 
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PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY 
 
MinDA: Stronger disaster response mechanism needed in Mindanao 
By: Che Palicte 
 
Mindanao Development Authority (MinDA) chairperson Secretary Leo Tereso Magno on 
Tuesday called for a more robust disaster response mechanism in Mindanao, citing the region’s 
growing vulnerability to both natural and human-induced hazards. 
 
In a statement, Magno emphasized the urgency of strengthening preparedness and resilience, 
noting the increasing frequency and intensity of weather disturbances linked to climate change. 
 
“Before, when we were growing up, we used to say Mindanao was typhoon-free. But due to 
climate change—because of things that have evolved in our weather and in the world—we are 
being hit," he said. 
 
He reaffirmed MinDA’s commitment to establish the Mindanao Disaster Resiliency and 
Resource Center (MDRRMC), a flagship initiative aimed at enhancing the island’s ability to 
respond to emergencies and protect communities. 
 
“One of the most important things that we are doing now by heart and trying to push for is the 
MDRRMC” Magno said, stressing the need for constant preparedness. 
 
The proposed center is a purpose-built hub for disaster preparedness and response, not a 
typical relief goods warehouse. 
 
“This envisioned facility will serve as a command and coordination center for disaster response, 
a venue for disaster-related research, and most importantly, a Disaster Risk Reduction and 
Management Training Institute and learning center for all of Mindanao,” Magno said. 
 
Magno added that the center will also function as a training ground not only for disaster risk 
reduction frontliners but also for children—“who are future disaster responders or future victims 
of disaster.” 
 
The PHP2-billion facility is planned to be built on the 149-hectare property of the Department of 
Transportation in Don Carlos, Bukidnon, where a new airport is currently under construction. 
 
Other proposed sites include Panabo City in Davao del Norte, Cagayan de Oro City and Caraga 
Region. 
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PH, Japan partner towards energy resiliency bid 
By: Joann Villanueva 
 
The Philippines and Japan have teamed up to help each other in their energy transition bid as 
part of their commitment towards the use of clean energy and to ensure energy resilience. 
 
The Department of Energy (DOE), in a news release on Tuesday, said Energy Secretary Sharon 
Garin and Japanese Trade Minister Muto Yoji signed a memorandum of cooperation (MoC) on 
the sidelines of the 3rd Asia Zero Emission Community (AZEC) Ministerial Meeting in Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia on Oct. 17. 
 
It said the partnership is “grounded in shared values and a commitment to ambitious climate 
action” and is aligned with the AZEC principles, which underscores “the need for diverse energy 
options and tailored transition pathways for each country.” 
 
It explained that “AZEC, a regional initiative promoting cooperation towards achieving net-zero 
emissions in Asia, recognizes that diverse pathways are necessary to achieve carbon neutrality 
based on each country’s unique circumstances.” 
 
“By diversifying energy sources and embracing innovative technologies, the Philippines and 
Japan seek to enhance energy resilience and security, support low-carbon development, and 
contribute to climate change mitigation efforts under the Paris Agreement,” it said. 
 
Part of the MoC is the “encouraging of exchange of technological expertise and best practices 
from Japan to the Philippines, encouraging clean-energy investment and support skills 
development in emerging energy industries, driving economic transformation, and enhancing 
competitiveness in both nations.” 
 
“Ultimately, this partnership not only addresses critical energy and environmental challenges but 
also deepens bilateral relations, fostering mutual trust and cooperation,” the DOE said. 
 
Garin called the partnership “a long-term investment in a sustainable future.” 
 
"It reflects our unwavering commitment to addressing climate change and building a resilient 
energy sector that will power our economies for decades to come. This is not just about 
reducing emissions; it's about creating jobs, fostering innovation, and improving the quality of 
life for our citizens. A sustainable energy sector is a foundation for a thriving economy and a 
healthy society,” she said.  
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THE MANILA TIMES 
 
Green building solutions: driving climate resilience and sustainability 
By: Michele T. Logarta 
 
The building industry is a significant contributor to global energy-related emissions, accounting 
for as much as 40 percent. Yet it can also be an important driver for climate resilience, said 
Mario Suelto, technical coordinator of the Philippine Green Building Council (PHILGBC), during 
his talk at the 2025 National Developers Convention on Oct. 10 in Makati City. 
 
“We have literally built the problem,” Suelto acknowledged. “Our industry is responsible for half 
of the extracted materials necessary for us to design and construct and operate our buildings... 
and our sector is not nearly close to our climate emission targets for the built environment.” 
 
Speaking before members of the Subdivision and Housing Developers Association (SHDA), 
which hosted the event, Suelto discussed the need to include buildings in climate policies and 
measures. Two things can be achieved: emission targets as well as “a climate-safe, 
economically sound, and socially just future.” 
“The building sector can become a pillar for sustainable and climate-resilient solutions,” Suelto 
said. “The good news is that buildings also offer over 40 percent of the solutions to our climate 
crisis. But we need bolder policies and increased investments to scale the solutions.” 
 
He underscored the principle of “green building” as one of the most impactful measures of 
climate change mitigation. He defined it as “both a product as well as the action of 
conceptualizing, planning, designing, constructing and operating projects in the most 
resource-efficient manner with the least negative environmental impact.” 
 
Citing the United Nations Environment Programme, Suelto said that buildings and resilience 
must be improved to protect people from heat waves, droughts, flooding, sea level rise, 
cyclones and strong winds. This means updating building codes and aligning national policies 
with net zero goals. 
 
The Philippine Green Building Council, a member of the World Green Building Council 
(WorldGBC), is at the forefront of driving sustainability actions in the local construction sector. It 
is among the 70 national GBCs across the world and part of the Asia-Pacific Regional network. 
 
Green building rating tools, Suelto said, are used to assess and recognize buildings that meet 
green requirements or standards. These tools are tailored to local country-level needs and 
priorities. 
 
Suelto highlighted the PHILGBC’s core initiatives: Philippine Green Building Certification 
Program (Philcert) and Better Green Building Rating (Berde) system. These programs focus on 
developing projects and tools to support green building plans, including capacity building and 
training advocacy programs, Suelto said. 
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PHILGBC developed the Berde program as the Philippines’ own national voluntary green 
building rating system. It is recognized by the Philippine government under the Department of 
Energy. 
 
Suelto encouraged builders to use Berde, which is available online for free, regardless of 
whether they are seeking formal certification or not. PHILGBC offers professional training for 
those who are interested to know more about the system. 
 
Berde, he explained, focuses on nine targets, emphasizing stakeholder management, site 
selection, energy conservation, water management, material circularity, health and well-being, 
emissions management, resilience, and socio-economic opportunities. 
 
Builders can use Berde not only for guidance in the design, construction and operations of their 
project but also for marketing, transparency and compliance, and policies. 
 
“You can showcase your project’s performance through a third party and impartial assessment 
process,” Suelto said to the audience. “It's a credible marketing tool because it gives you the 
competitive edge and boosts your branding and commitment to sustainability. It helps you in the 
area of compliance and policy support for your projects and improves your performance 
standards.” 
 
Builders today need to build green, Suelto emphasized, to “create a positive impact to our 
quality of life, our communities, and our natural environment.”  
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PH advances climate-ready ports in ASEAN 
By: Genivi Verdejo 
 
The Philippines underscored the urgency of developing climate-resilient and low-carbon 
maritime infrastructure during the 49th Asean Maritime Transport Working Group (MTWG) 
Meeting held in Bandar Seri Begawan, Brunei Darussalam. 
 
Maritime Industry Authority (Marina) Planning and Policy Service Director Precila Jara 
emphasized the country’s commitment to integrating climate adaptation and sustainability into 
port development. She presented the Philippines’ initiatives under the EU-Asean Sustainable 
Connectivity Package (Scope), which supports the modernization of transport systems and the 
resilience of coastal infrastructure. 
 
The Philippines also acknowledged the Republic of Korea’s support through the Asean-ROK 
Transport Cooperation Roadmap, particularly the Asean Workshop on Safe Port Management in 
Response to Climate Change. The workshop shared regional best practices for mitigating risks 
from sea-level rise, typhoons, and coastal erosion that threaten port operations. 
Jara said the Philippines continues to advance projects focused on sustainability and emissions 
reduction, including the upcoming Smart-C E-Traffic and GHG Reduction projects. These 
initiatives aim to strengthen national frameworks for maritime decarbonization, enhance 
emissions data management, and align with the International Maritime Organization’s 2023 
Revised GHG Strategy. 
 
“The Philippines remains fully committed to these initiatives and looks forward to sharing 
benefits and best practices with Asean member states to ensure collective progress,” Jara said. 
 
The Philippine delegation, composed of representatives from the Department of Transportation, 
Marina, and the Philippine Ports Authority, said these engagements support ongoing national 
programs under the Philippine Development Plan 2023-2028 and the Maritime Industry 
Development Plan 2028. 
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CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 
MANILA BULLETIN 
 
CCC proposal to further strengthen climate finance transparency, accountability, 
openness gets global OGP nod and support 
 
The Climate Change Commission’s (CCC) Project IMPACT, which aims to further strengthen 
climate finance transparency, accountability, and openness, secured the top award under the 
Climate and Environment theme at the 2025 Open Gov Challenge. The award was given during 
the Open Government Partnership (OGP) Global Summit in Vitoria-Gasteiz, Spain. 
 
Out of 20 global climate and environment commitments, the Philippines stood out for its 
innovative, citizen-centered approach, securing its place as a leading country in open and 
participatory climate governance. 
 
The project, officially titled “Inclusive Monitoring and Participation for Accountability in Climate 
Transformation (IMPACT)” received the Thematic Award for Climate and Environment. It has 
been officially recognized for its distinctive approach, setting it apart from the other 19 
climate-related commitments from national and local governments worldwide. 
 
CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje underscored the Commission’s 
commitment to the principles of transparency, accountability, and participation in climate 
governance. 
 
“Accessible climate finance data builds trust and strengthens accountability among government, 
civil society, and the public. We are dedicated to empowering citizens and communities to take 
part in shaping and tracking climate action, making every peso allocated for climate response 
traceable, effective, and responsive to their needs," Borje said. 
 
The CCC submitted a challenge proposal to further strengthen the internal system of Climate 
Change Expenditure Tagging (CCET) and improve its design through participatory governance, 
consistent with good governance principles. 
 
The Project IMPACT, submitted to OGP on May 23, 2025, builds on the CCET system 
institutionalized under Joint Memorandum Circular No. 2015-01 of the CCC, Department of 
Budget and Management (DBM), and Department of the Interior and Local Government (DILG) 
to integrate climate adaptation and mitigation into agency budgets and local investment 
programs. Developed with support from DBM, United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP), and the Institute for Climate and Sustainable Cities (ICSC), Project IMPACT will be 
piloted from 2026 to 2028 in four provinces identified as highly vulnerable under the National 
Adaptation Plan. 
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The Philippines’ recognition reflects the nation’s strong and sustained commitment to open 
governance under the leadership of President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr., advancing a 
whole-of-government and whole-of-society approach to strengthen public trust, broaden civic 
participation, and institutionalize transparent, data-driven decision-making. 
 
This commitment is reinforced by Executive Order No. 31, signed on June 20, 2023, which 
institutionalized the Philippine Open Government Partnership (PH-OGP) as a multi-stakeholder 
platform overseeing national OGP commitments. The EO mandates that transparency, 
accountability, and citizen participation be embedded across all levels of governance. 
 
The CCC emphasized that recognition under the Open Gov Challenge serves as both validation 
and motivation to strengthen climate finance systems, beyond data tagging, through active 
engagement of civil society and citizens in monitoring and evaluating climate programs and 
investments, and closing the feedback loop through timely and effective government 
response/action. More than a distinction, this establishes a social contract for continuous 
improvement and a baseline for enhancing climate action through participatory governance. 
 
The CCC, together with government and non-government partners, is committed to continue 
reinforcing collaboration to ensure that climate finance systems remain open, inclusive, and 
results-oriented—anchored on the shared goal of a resilient, sustainable, and empowered 
Philippines. 
 
The Open Gov Challenge, launched in 2023, is a global OGP initiative that invites governments 
to take ambitious, citizen-centered actions across 10 reform themes, including Climate and 
Environment. This year’s awards celebrated countries demonstrating measurable progress, 
innovation, and inclusive collaboration, with a total of 163 commitments submitted globally. 
 
The Philippines’ recognition under the OGP platform reflects its progress in embedding open 
government principles in climate governance, positioning the country among global leaders in 
climate transparency, citizen participation, and environmental accountability. It marks a 
commitment to a social contract for continuous improvement and sets a baseline for how climate 
governance can be made more effective and inclusive. 
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[Opinion] Championing Open Governance on the global stage 
By: Amenah F. Pangandaman 
 
Assalamu alaikum wa Rahmatullahi wa Barakatuh. 
 
As chairperson of the Philippine Open Government Partnership (PH-OGP), I had the privilege of 
leading the Philippine delegation to the 2025 OGP Global Summit held in Vitoria-Gasteiz, Spain, 
from Oct. 6 to 10. With one of the most high-level representations at the event, our presence 
demonstrated that the Philippines stands firmly with the global OGP community in advancing 
open governance at all levels of society — refining systems for better public service delivery and 
strengthening public trust through transparency and collaboration. 
 
The OGP Global Summit, held every two years, serves as a platform for dialogue on open 
government initiatives among more than 2,000 high-level representatives of governments, civil 
society, and policy makers worldwide. It is also where the most promising and impactful reforms 
in open government, submitted to the Open Gov Challenge, are recognized. 
 
I am proud to share that the Philippines bagged not just one, but six Open Gov Challenge 
Awards, thus emerging as one of the most recognized countries. Each award represents an 
initiative that makes government more open — from transparent procurement data that curbs 
corruption, to climate finance tools that empower the citizens. These were for four Philippine 
commitments that stood out among 163 initiatives submitted by over a hundred participating 
governments. Truly, this reflects our nation’s collective commitment to open, transparent, and 
participatory governance, empowered by the leadership of President Ferdinand R. Marcos, Jr. 
 
Open Gov Awards 
 
Among the recipients of the Open Gov Awards is our very own Procurement 
Service-Department of Budget and Management’s (PS-DBM) commitment to “Improve Data 
Availability, Interoperability, and Public Participation in Procurement.” It emerged as the overall 
winner in the Anti-Corruption Thematic Category and the Asia and the Pacific Regional 
Category, affirming the agency’s success in restoring integrity and trust in public procurement. 
PS-DBM Executive Director Genmaries Entredicho-Caong emphasized that the recognition 
reinforces “our ongoing efforts to reform public procurement in service of the Filipino people.” 
 
Meanwhile, out of 20 global climate and environment commitments, the Climate Change 
Commission’s (CCC) “Increase the Accessibility of Climate Finance Data” won in the Climate 
and Environment Thematic Category. The project, titled “Inclusive Monitoring and Participation 
for Accountability in Climate Transformation (IMPACT),” aims to further strengthen the internal 
system of Climate Change Expenditure Tagging and embed participatory governance in its 
design. CCC Secretary Robert E.A. Borje underscored that “accessible climate finance data 
builds trust and strengthens accountability among government, civil society, and the public,” 
adding that the CCC is “dedicated to empowering citizens and communities to take part in 
shaping and tracking climate action.” 
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The Presidential Communications Office-Freedom of Information (FOI) Program Management 
Office’s “Co-Create a Framework to Implement Local Right to Information (RTI) Ordinances,” 
titled “Co-creation of the FOI Program Localization Framework for Local Government Units 
(LGUs),” also received an Honorable Mention in the Access to Information Thematic Category. 
The commitment seeks to ensure genuinely inclusive and locally responsive access to 
information by developing a comprehensive and context-sensitive localization framework 
through co-creation. 
 
Finally, I am happy to note that our local government units (LGUs) are joining us in championing 
our country’s open government initiatives. The Quezon City Government, led by Mayor Joy 
Belmonte, won in the Asia and the Pacific Regional Category for Subnational Submissions and 
was the overall winner in the Civic Space Thematic Category, in its commitment to “Support 
Capacity Building for Civil Society to Participate in Governance.” Remarkably, Quezon City was 
just one of the six LGUs that submitted their commitments to the Open Gov Challenge. This 
then encourages us to further harness the strengths of our LGUs and to share their success 
stories in both national and global learning spaces. 
 
An Open Bagong Pilipinas 
 
Indeed, the recognitions received on the world stage are a testament to PBBM’s vision for a 
Bagong Pilipinas built on transparency, accountability, and innovation. From day one, he has 
directed us to make government more open and efficient, ensuring that every peso spent truly 
benefits the people. These awards remind us how far we have come — and how collaboration 
continues to drive progress even in challenging times. After all, we rise by lifting others. 
 
And looking back at where we started, it fills me with profound joy to see government agencies, 
LGUs, and civil society organizations united in our pursuit of a genuinely open Philippines. In 
such a short time since the OGP Global Summit in Estonia in 2023, we have achieved so much 
in domestically growing our OGP family. I therefore congratulate and thank our commitment 
holders, and encourage more stakeholders to join the partnership. 
 
Beyond budget, our open government journey has shown significant progress but we believe 
that there is a lot more to accomplish. Our objective is to sustain the momentum and introduce 
more ambitious reforms, through determination and by trusting the OGP process, toward a 
Bagong Pilipinas that is transparent, accountable, and open to all. 
Together, let us continue building a future where trust, transparency, and participation are the 
cornerstones of governance. 
 

=END= 
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