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Common inhalers carry heavy climate cost, study finds
By: Issam Ahmed

The inhalers people depend on to breathe are also warming the planet, producing annual
emissions equivalent to more than half a million cars in the United States alone, researchers
said Monday in a major new study.

DAILY TRIBUNE

Lotilla calls for stronger support for climate-vulnerable countries
By: Jing Villamente

Secretary Raphael P.M. Lotilla, at the opening of the 7th Meeting of the Board of the Fund for
responding to Loss and Damage (FRLD), urged the international community to scale up support
for climate-vulnerable nations.
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How growing rice differently could ease climate change
By: Susannah Savage

Rice is perhaps the world’s most important foodstuff — it feeds more than half the global
population. But it is also one of the most climate-damaging crops.

JAPAN TIMES

n’s bl rint for clim finan | l ndar
By: Mary Schapiro

As global markets look for greater certainty and direction, Japan is setting a powerful example
for how clear policy signals, robust disclosure and strong public-private collaboration can
translate climate ambition into action.

MANILA BULLETIN

Rethinking flood in ti f cli |
By: Len Amadora

Remember Typhoon Ondoy in 2009 and Typhoon Ulysses in 2020? These were just two of
many storms that brought torrential rain and triggered massive flooding in Metro Manila. Today,
flooding in the Philippines is no longer confined to low-lying areas. Climate change, made worse
by poor governance and outdated infrastructure, has turned flooding into a nationwide concern.
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Philippines Turns To Regenerative Agriculture Amid Climate Threats

The Philippines remains optimistic about adapting regenerative and resilient agricultural
systems as it advances efforts to address the effects of climate change in collaboration with its
partners in the Southeast Asian region, the Department of Agriculture (DA) said on Thursday.
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2 weather systems to dampen most of PH
By: Ma. Cristina Arayata

The northeasterly windflow and the intertropical convergence zone (ITCZ) will bring rains in
most parts of the country on Tuesday, the weather bureau said.


https://www.ft.com/content/53f1a080-5dbb-499e-a6d1-5f39e1ff49c7
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ED Council OKs adjustments in US-backed development agreements
By: Anna Leah Gonzales

The Economy and Development Council (ED Council), chaired by President Ferdinand R.
Marcos Jr., approved on Oct. 2 the increase in cost, implementation extensions, and grant
validity period extensions for four US Government Assisted Development Objective Agreements
(DOAgs).

PH pushes for climate justice, faster access to Loss and Damage Fund
By: Marita Moaje

The Philippines has renewed its call for climate justice as it pushes for greater support and
faster access to the fund for climate-vulnerable nations during the opening of the two-day 7th
Meeting of the Board of the Fund for Responding to Loss and Damage (FRLD) hosted by the
Philippines, which started on Tuesday, Pasay City.

Multisector alliance plants over 1.3-M mangroves in Negros Oriental
By: Mary Judaline Partlow

The multisectoral Allied Mangrove Planting Organizations (AMPO) has planted over 1.3 million
mangroves in Negros Oriental in the past decade in an effort to combat climate change and
safeguard the environment.

CCC IN THE NEWS:

JOURNAL NEWS ONLINE

[Opinion] Multi-hazard maps

PARANAQUE 2nd District Rep. Brian Raymund Yamsuan is pushing the passage of his
proposed measure that aims to produce multi-hazard maps for each city and municipality in the
country, and integrate these tools into disaster risk reduction efforts and local development
planning.
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Common inhalers carry heavy climate cost, study finds
By: Issam Ahmed

The inhalers people depend on to breathe are also warming the planet, producing annual
emissions equivalent to more than half a million cars in the United States alone, researchers
said Monday in a major new study.

Using a national drug database, researchers at the University of California, Los Angeles and
Harvard analyzed global warming pollution from three types of inhalers used to treat asthma
and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) between 2014 and 2024.

The study, published in the Journal of the American Medical Association, found that inhalers
used by US patients with commercial insurance and the government-run programs Medicaid
and Medicare generated 24.9 million metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalent over the decade.

Metered-dose inhalers, or "puffers," were by far the most damaging, accounting for 98 percent
of emissions. They use pressurized canisters containing hydrofluoroalkane (HFA) propellants --
potent greenhouse gases -- to deliver medication.

By contrast, dry powder and soft mist inhalers don't use propellants. The former rely on a
patient's breath to release medicine, and the latter turn liquid into a fine spray -- making both far
less harmful to the planet.

"Five hundred and thirty thousand cars on the road each year is a lot, and | think this is a really
important topic because it's fixable -- there are easy ways to reduce emissions," lead author
William Feldman, a pulmonologist and researcher at UCLA, told AFP.

Medically, only a small fraction of patients require metered-dose inhalers.

Very young children need spacers — valved chambers that help deliver medicine to the lungs —
and these only work with metered-dose devices. Frail older adults with weak lungs may also
need puffers because they can't generate enough inhalation force.

"But the vast majority of people could use dry powder or soft mist inhalers," Feldman said,
noting that countries such as Sweden and Japan use alternative inhalers without any loss in
health outcomes.

A related JAMA commentary authored by Alexander Rabin of the University of Michigan and
others echoed that insurers and policymakers must ensure lower-emission inhalers are
affordable and accessible for all.


https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/health-science/2025/10/7/common-inhalers-carry-heavy-climate-cost-study-finds-0830

They warned that several new low-global-warming metered-dose inhalers are expected to
launch in the US as high-priced brand-name products, "raising the risk that patients without
robust insurance coverage...could be left behind."



DAILY TRIBUNE

Lotilla calls for stronger support for climate-vulnerable countries
By: Jing Villamente

Secretary Raphael P.M. Lotilla, at the opening of the 7th Meeting of the Board of the Fund for
responding to Loss and Damage (FRLD), urged the international community to scale up support
for climate-vulnerable nations.

Addressing the 26-member FRLD Board representing regions worldwide in the 7 to 9 October
meeting in Pasay City, Lotilla said the Philippines, which is among the most climate-vulnerable

countries, values the Fund’s role in helping nations cope with climate impacts.

He affirmed the Philippines’ solidarity with all climate-vulnerable countries whose survival and
resilience depend on the effectiveness of the Fund.

“The ability of the Fund to deliver depends on its capitalization,” he said.

He acknowledged that pledges so far are encouraging, but emphasized that they remain a
fraction of the $200 billion to $400 billion in loss and damage projected annually by 2030.

Commensurate with the scale of needs

He urged the Board to broaden and strengthen the Fund’s financial base. Resources, he said,
should be commensurate with the scale of needs, predictable in availability, and responsive to
the urgency of loss and damage.

Lotilla also highlighted the need to address the question of access and operational clarity.

He pointed to the operationalization of the Barbados Implementation Modalities as a priority,
ensuring support that is accessible, timely, and country-driven, and simple and responsive to the

unique circumstances of the most affected.

“The credibility of the Fund will rest on how quickly and effectively it can move resources where
they are most urgently needed,” he emphasized.

Looking ahead, Latilla said a long-term resource mobilization strategy is indispensable. Such a
strategy, he explained, would set clear but realistic goals, diversify financing sources and

provide the Fund the stability and predictability needed to operate at scale.

Great expectation


https://tribune.net.ph/2025/10/07/lotilla-calls-for-stronger-support-for-climate-vulnerable-countries

“The world looks to this Fund with great expectation,” he said. He urged the Board to ensure
that the Manila meeting results in a Fund that is adequately resourced, fully operational, and
effective where it matters most.

The Philippines, one of the most climate-vulnerable developing countries, earlier secured a seat
on the FRLD Board and has since contributed to shaping its operational frameworks and
priorities.

In July 2024, it was selected as the host country for the Board, prompting the passage of a law
granting juridical personality to the Fund’s Board in the Philippines.
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How growing rice differently could ease climate change
By: Susannah Savage

Rice is perhaps the world’s most important foodstuff — it feeds more than half the global
population. But it is also one of the most climate-damaging crops.

Rice is usually grown in waterlogged paddy fields, which creates oxygen-starved soils that
release methane — a greenhouse gas that is far more potent than carbon dioxide.

Techniques and technologies exist to change this, if farmers and governments can work
together. “The deployment, the adoption, the government support. . .those are the factors that
need to come together.” says Shalabh Dixit, a plant breeder at the International Rice Research
Institute (IRRI).

How does it work?

Methane from rice comes largely from the way it is grown — flooding paddy fields cuts off
oxygen from the soil, creating the anaerobic conditions in which microbes thrive and release
methane. The longer a field is submerged, the more methane builds up.

One technique, alternate wetting and drying, tries to break that cycle. The water level is allowed
to drop 15cm below ground level before it is topped up, measured using a perforated tube
inserted into the field. Allowing the soil to dry periodically reintroduces oxygen, disrupting the
methane-producing microbes. This can reduce water use by about a third and lower methane
emissions by 30-70 per cent without significant losses in the rice yielded, according to IRRI
researchers.

Direct-seeded rice tackles the problem differently. Instead of raising seedlings in nurseries and
transplanting them into flooded fields, farmers drill seeds straight into moist soil. Because the
land does not need to be puddled and submerged for weeks, anaerobic conditions develop less
often, and emissions fall.

Breeding varieties of rice that grow quicker also helps — reducing crop length by 30 days can
cut methane output by a fifth.

What are the pros and cons?

As well as cutting methane emissions, farmers who switch to direct seeding save money on
labour and diesel for pumping water. More judicious use of irrigation can also improve resilience
in water-stressed parts of the world. Shorter-duration varieties mean farmers can harvest before
late-season droughts or saltier soils set in. Together, these changes could make rice production
more resilient as monsoon patterns shift.


https://www.ft.com/content/53f1a080-5dbb-499e-a6d1-5f39e1ff49c7

But there are drawbacks. Flooding helps keep weeds at bay, so farmers switching to new
methods often face higher costs for herbicides, crop rotations or new equipment.

They also need rice varieties that can handle these conditions, says Dixit at the IRRI. “The job
that | have is to make sure that the varieties that are produced are adapted to this [new] system,
and that they are able to handle all these changes, because the currently available varieties that
we have for transplanted systems, they can’t handle that.”

Traditional varieties of rice often fail to germinate properly if fields are not flooded, he says.
Access to these improved seeds and machines is still limited in many poorer regions.

Adoption itself is another hurdle. In the Indian state of Punjab, subsidies for drills and cash
payments per acre have not fully overcome farmer worries about patchy germination or lower
yields. Carbon markets, once seen as a way to reward low-emission practices, have also proved
unreliable. Several early rice-methane projects were struck off by regulators, and new standards
demand stricter monitoring, making it harder to promise farmers a steady income from the
carbon schemes.

Will it help save the planet?

Scientists estimate that if alternate wetting and drying, or direct seeding were adopted across
Asia’s paddies, tens of millions of tonnes of methane emissions could be cut each year.
Because methane is far more potent than carbon dioxide but lingers in the atmosphere for only
about a decade, the climate benefits would arrive quickly.

Methane is responsible for about a third of the rise in global temperatures, according to the
International Energy Agency, and rice accounts for 10-12 per cent of global methane emissions.
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Japan’s blueprint for climate finance sets global standard
By: Mary Schapiro

As global markets look for greater certainty and direction, Japan is setting a powerful example
for how clear policy signals, robust disclosure and strong public-private collaboration can
translate climate ambition into action.

Through a steady sequence of forward-looking actions, the country is creating a blueprint for
mobilizing finance to modernize industry and build the resilient infrastructure, energy and food
systems of the future. This can help Japan seize the opportunities generated by the creation of
a more sustainable economy, strengthening growth and enhancing economic resilience.

Today, all companies listed on the Tokyo Stock Exchange's Prime Market are required to publish
disclosures aligned with the recommendations of the Task Force on Climate-related Financial
Disclosures (TCFD), or the equivalent. This requires them to assess the risks and opportunities
associated with the transition to a low-carbon economy and make that information publicly
available — a foundational step in making smart financial decisions for their clients and
shareholders.

Beginning in March 2026, these governance and risk-management disclosures will be
mandatory for all listed companies, providing investors with the information they need to more
accurately assess a company’s prospects.

By fiscal year 2027, Prime Market-listed companies will also be expected to align with the
standards of the Sustainability Standards Board of Japan — a jurisdictional adaptation of the
International Sustainability Standards Board (ISSB) framework. These will require companies to
publish a standard set of sustainability metrics for financially material topics. Adopting this global
standard will make it easier for shareholders to compare performance and the potential for value
creation across international markets.

Over time, these requirements will be adopted by an increasing number of firms across the
Japanese economy. These aren’t small steps — they’re governance-level reforms that are
embedding climate risk management into the core of Japanese corporate decision-making.

What’s most notable, however, is how these policies are beginning to influence real-world
capital allocation. Japan’s Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry has developed detailed
green transformation, or GX, roadmaps for key sectors, including steel, chemicals and power.
These roadmaps are helping companies define sector-specific benchmarks for decarbonization
and giving domestic and international investors greater clarity and confidence to allocate capital
into Japan’s low-carbon transition.
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This is backed up by the government issuing Japan Climate Transition Bonds worth a total of
¥20 ftrillion over the next 10 years. It's an organized, government-led approach that few other
countries have matched, and it's starting to guide significant investment into transforming
heavy-emitting industries. Overall, Japan plans to attract about ¥150 ftrillion in investment from
both the private and public sectors.

The nation’s leadership in energy transition extends well beyond its borders. Its early support for
the Indonesian Just Energy Transition Partnership, launched in 2022, is a strong example of this
commitment. Alongside Canada, Denmark, Germany, France, Italy, Norway and the European
Union, Japan pledged to support the Indonesian JETP through development finance and
working alongside leading financial institutions to mobilize private finance to accelerate clean
energy deployment and reduce emissions in emerging economies.

Japan’s early involvement reflects its willingness to support regional decarbonization in a
collaborative and pragmatic way. This kind of engagement backed by a financial commitment
and technical credibility has the potential to shape the evolution of climate finance across the
Asia-Pacific region.

At the heart of the nation’s efforts is a commitment to transparency. High-quality disclosure
enables better-informed decision-making, reduces market uncertainty and enhances investor
confidence — creating the conditions for capital to flow toward credible transition strategies.

Japan’s Financial Services Agency has been instrumental in advancing this work, most notably
through its leadership on the Climate Data Steering Committee, reinforcing its support for
transparent, high-quality climate and emissions data as a foundation for informed investment
decisions.

Other regions are also moving forward. Singapore has mandated climate disclosures for listed
companies and has launched a green and transitional taxonomy to guide investment toward
low-carbon opportunities. Hong Kong, South Korea and the Philippines are all taking steps
toward introducing the ISSB standards into their regulatory frameworks, with South Korea also
advancing its own roadmap for green finance.

More broadly, over 30 jurisdictions worldwide have adopted or are finalizing steps to bring the
ISSB standards into their domestic frameworks — underscoring a global shift toward
consistency and comparability.

Together, these initiatives point to a growing international consensus: Credible disclosure and
clear policy signals are crucial in directing private capital toward the transition and building more
resilient economies.

While no country has all the answers, Japan is demonstrating what sustained, organized action

on mobilizing finance for the clean energy transition looks like in practice. Strong alignment
among regulators, companies and financial institutions has allowed the nation to strike the right
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balance between policy ambition and the practicality needed to channel capital into
real-economy solutions, earning the confidence of both domestic and global stakeholders.

This kind of systems-level approach will be essential for the success of any country’s transition
to a low-carbon economy. By linking clear policy direction with corporate accountability and
capital mobilization, Japan is helping to define a model for sustainable finance that others can
study, adapt and build upon.
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MANILA BULLETIN

Rethinking flood prep in the age of climate change
By: Len Amadora

Remember Typhoon Ondoy in 2009 and Typhoon Ulysses in 20207 These were just two of
many storms that brought torrential rain and triggered massive flooding in Metro Manila. Today,
flooding in the Philippines is no longer confined to low-lying areas. Climate change, made worse
by poor governance and outdated infrastructure, has turned flooding into a nationwide concern.

With the country facing an average of 20 tropical cyclones each year, homeowners and
business owners alike fear rising waters, property damage, and costly recovery efforts that
follow. These concerns, and many others, weigh heavily on communities. That's why the search
for ways to protect their homes and businesses from flooding has become a pressing priority.
But what if protection could be secured before disaster strikes?

One solution being explored is FloodX, a line of flood protection systems distributed by
Scottsdale Corporation. It provides a full range of easy-to-deploy barriers that allow households
and businesses to safeguard their properties against flooding, turning vulnerability into
resilience.

The systems are easy to install and require minimal maintenance. Take for instance, the FX
Water Bags and FX Water Snakes. These systems prove effective in areas hit by flash floods.
Compact and lightweight, they instantly expand upon contact with water. The Dam Easy Range,
meanwhile, offers a demountable, quick-to-deploy flood barrier well suited for doorways and
other residential or small commercial openings. For those seeking longer-term protection, the
FX I-Guard, FX Doors and FX Glazed barriers deliver permanent defenses against flooding.

Modular flood barrier systems do more than just prevent water damage. For small businesses, a
single flood can easily wipe out inventory, damage equipment and force closures that can last
for days or even weeks. Smarter barrier tools can offer owners a way to mitigate these risks, so
they can stay operational without the constant fear of the next storm.

The urgency can't be ignored. Climate change has made extreme weather impossible to
overlook. In the Philippines, if it's not rising temperatures fueling heatwaves, it is stronger storms
carrying more moisture, leading to heavier rainfall and worsening floods.

Traditional tools such as sandbags can no longer withstand higher flood levels, where the
volume of rain and the intensity of flooding demand new solutions. Communities must rethink
their approach; not just react, but prepare. Improved infrastructure, better urban planning, and
smarter emerging protective technologies may help carve a path towards resilience.
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Philippines Turns To Regenerative Agriculture Amid Climate Threats

The Philippines remains optimistic about adapting regenerative and resilient agricultural
systems as it advances efforts to address the effects of climate change in collaboration with its
partners in the Southeast Asian region, the Department of Agriculture (DA) said on Thursday.

This comes as the DA highlighted key partnerships during the 47th Meeting of the ASEAN
Ministers on Agriculture and Forestry (AMAF) in Pasay City.

In a press conference, Agriculture Secretary Francisco Tiu Laurel Jr. said countries in the region
share similar climate risks, particularly the rising heat indices.

“Well, what was discussed is that there’s already global warming, the heat index, and when it is
hot, the spread is really there. When it’s hot, it's too hot,” he said.

“So, a lot of technologies are needed for predictions to address these issues.”

Among the studies cited in the regional discussions were the digital advancements presented by
Singapore.

“So, there’s a study being conducted by the University of Singapore. They actually gave us a
very good outlook on rainfall predictions and the heat index. That will definitely guide all ASEAN
countries on what lies ahead and how to adapt to it,” Tiu Laurel said.

Production technologies were also highlighted, including alternate wet-and-dry methods to
minimize production costs, advanced irrigation, smart technologies, and greenhouses, among
others, to help reduce water consumption.

In addition, research on pest and disease management was also discussed, considering the
threat and impact of these issues on a global scale.

“The main goal is to produce more, use less water, find ways to rejuvenate the soil, get more
planting material, and try to eradicate pests and diseases that come,” Tiu Laurel said.

Other cooperative efforts endorsed during AMAF include the Philippines’ commitment to the
ASEAN Vision for Food, Agriculture and Forestry (FAF) Towards 2045; the ASEAN FAF Sectoral
Plan 2026-2030; the ASEAN Implementation Plan for Regenerative and Resilient Agriculture
Systems as a Priority Economic Deliverable (PED), with the Philippines holding the ASEAN
Chairmanship in 2026; and the ASEAN One Billion Trees Growing Programme Initiative.
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2 weather systems to dampen most of PH
By: Ma. Cristina Arayata

The northeasterly windflow and the intertropical convergence zone (ITCZ) will bring rains in
most parts of the country on Tuesday, the weather bureau said.

In its 4 a.m. weather forecast, the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical
Services Administration (PAGASA) said the Bicol Region and Quezon province would
experience cloudy skies with rain.

Palawan, the Visayas and Mindanao will have scattered rains and thunderstorms.

Moderate to heavy rains in these areas could result in flash floods or landslides.

Cagayan Valley, llocos Norte, Apayao, and Aurora will experience isolated light rains.

Isolated rain showers caused by localized thunderstorms will prevail in Metro Manila and the
rest of Luzon.

Meanwhile, light to moderate winds and slight to moderate seas will prevail across the
archipelago.
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ED Council OKs adjustments in US-backed development agreements
By: Anna Leah Gonzales

The Economy and Development Council (ED Council), chaired by President Ferdinand R.
Marcos Jr., approved on Oct. 2 the increase in cost, implementation extensions, and grant
validity period extensions for four US Government Assisted Development Objective Agreements
(DOAgs).

In a statement Monday, the Department of Economy, Planning, and Development (DEPDev)
said the ED Council approved the Improved Health for Underserved Filipinos (Department of
Health) — Increase in cost to USD524 million from USD224 million to sustain improvement in
health outcomes among underserved populations and strengthen overall health profile.

The Council also approved the increase in cost to USD250 million from USD150 million of the
Enhanced Ecosystem and Community Resilience to enhance the ability of natural systems to
provide ecosystem services and address climate change.

The implementation of the Economic Growth and Democratic Governance with Equity of the
Department of Finance and the Improved Basic Education Outcomes of the Department of
Education were also extended until Sept. 30, 2027 to further strengthen macroeconomic
fundamentals and promote open governance in support of inclusive growth and scale up the
Philippines’ capacity to achieve sustained and measurable improvements in learning outcomes.

DEPDev said the changes aim to ensure continuity in implementation during the transition of
project management from the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) to
the US Department of State.

“These timely adjustments are crucial to sustaining the gains we have achieved through these
agreements. They will ensure that programs continue to deliver meaningful results for the
Filipino people, particularly in health, education, economic growth, governance, and climate
resilience. By approving these measures, we are making sure that implementation remains
uninterrupted despite the transition in management," said ED Council Vice-Chair and DEPDev
Secretary Arsenio Balisacan.

"This decision reflects our commitment to strengthen partnerships, protect hard-won progress,
and keep our development priorities on track,” he added.

The ED Council also approved adjustments to the Metro Rail Transit Line 3 (MRT-3)
Rehabilitation Project, ensuring its continued safe, efficient, and sustainable operations.

The Department of Transportation sought approval for changes in project scope, cost, financing,
and implementation timeline to address emerging technical requirements.

16


https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1260295

These include additional system upgrades, equipment rehabilitation, and facility improvements
aimed at enhancing the long-term reliability and safety of the MRT-3 system.

The project involves the full replacement of main line rails, general overhaul of 72 CKD-Tatra
Light Rail Vehicles (LRVs), procurement of bogie frames and assemblies, and integration with
other MRT-3 Projects, such as the MRT Common Station, Dalian Trains, and the Transition to
4-Car Train Operations.

“The MRT-3 is a vital artery in Metro Manila’s transport network. These adjustments are
necessary to meet evolving technical demands and ensure that commuters benefit from a safer,
more efficient, and more reliable transit system,” said Balisacan.

During the meeting, President Marcos also directed the DOTr to implement appropriate
safeguards and ensure the sustained operations and maintenance of MRT-3 in both the short
and long term.

DEPDev said the ED Council also approved the updated guidelines for the review and approval
of major government programs and projects.

These apply to new and ongoing projects requiring action from the ED Council or the
Investment Coordination Committee (ICC), an interagency body co-chaired by DEPDev and the
Department of Finance.

Key changes in the guidelines include raising the cost threshold for locally funded programs and
projects to PHP5 billion and expanding ICC coverage to include Public-Private Partnership
(PPP) projects.

The guidelines also institutionalize the ICC’s mandatory review of all foreign loan-assisted
projects, regardless of loan amount or total cost, while excluding grant-assisted projects, which
are reviewed by DEPDev.

“As we work to ensure that every peso invested by the government delivers maximum value for

Filipinos, streamlining the ICC process and clarifying its scope will make project evaluation more
rigorous while minimizing delays,” Balisacan said.
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PH pushes for climate justice, faster access to Loss and Damage Fund
By: Marita Moaje

The Philippines has renewed its call for climate justice as it pushes for greater support and
faster access to the fund for climate-vulnerable nations during the opening of the two-day 7th
Meeting of the Board of the Fund for Responding to Loss and Damage (FRLD) hosted by the
Philippines, which started on Tuesday, Pasay City.

In his opening speech, speaking on behalf of President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr., Department of
Environment and Natural Resources Secretary Raphael Lotilla urged the international
community to scale up financial contributions to the fund.

“The Philippines stands in solidarity with all climate-vulnerable nations whose survival and
resilience depend on the effectiveness of this Fund,” Lotilla said.

“‘As we begin our work, allow me to underscore one central point: the ability of the Fund to
deliver depends on its capitalization. While pledges to date have been encouraging, the current
levels of capitalization are insufficient to match the scale of needs we know are coming,” he
added.

Lotilla cited global estimates, which, he said, point to around USD200 billion to USD400 billion
annually in loss and damage by 2030, “yet today, the Fund holds only a fraction of this
requirement.”

He stressed that the effectiveness and credibility of the FRLD are anchored on how it can
quickly and efficiently channel resources to countries most affected by climate change.

Lotilla underscored the need to prioritize the operationalization of the Barbados Implementation
Modalities and make access to the Fund’s resources simpler, timelier, and country-driven,
specifically for developing nations with limited capacity.

“The credibility of the Fund will rest on how quickly and effectively it can move resources where
they are most urgently needed,” he said.

He also emphasized the importance of developing a long-term resource mobilization strategy
with clear and realistic goals that would diversify sources of finance and ensure the Fund’s
stability, predictability, and sustainability.

Lotilla underscored that global cooperation is key to building a comprehensive response that
supports the survival and resilience of vulnerable nations.

Meanwhile, FRLD Co-Chair Richard Sherman expressed gratitude for the Philippines’ political

leadership and hospitality in hosting the meeting, commending the country’s consistent support
for the Fund’s mission.
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“You've given us very clear direction on your expectations of what we should deliver for this fund
at this meeting and for the fund going forward,” he said.

“Thank you very much for the hospitality that we get, but also the political support that the
Government of the Philippines gives to this board and to this fund. It is very much appreciated,"
he added.

At the 80th United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) in New York in September, the
Philippines successfully co-organized a high-level event on Responding to Loss and Damage
with the FRLD to build financial and political momentum for its capitalization.

During the event, Foreign Affairs Secretary Ma. Theresa Lazaro urged nations to “stand firmly”
behind the Fund, emphasizing that the consequences of climate impacts are not only a climate
issue but a global economic challenge.

The Philippines currently holds a seat on the 26-member FRLD Board as the representative of
the Asia-Pacific Group.

In July 2024, it was selected as the host country for the Board, prompting the passage of a law
granting juridical personality to the Fund’s Board in the Philippines.

Lotilla reaffirmed the country’s commitment to help make the Fund fully operational and
effective, ensuring that climate-vulnerable countries can access much-needed support.

“The world looks to this Fund with great expectation,” he said, as he urged the Board to ensure
that the Manila meeting results in a Fund that is adequately resourced, fully operational, and
effective where it matters most.
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Multisector alliance plants over 1.3-M mangroves in Negros Oriental
By: Mary Judaline Partlow

The multisectoral Allied Mangrove Planting Organizations (AMPO) has planted over 1.3 million
mangroves in Negros Oriental in the past decade in an effort to combat climate change and
safeguard the environment.

AMPO is a coalition of like-minded non-governmental groups, government agencies and
individuals dedicated to protecting the environment and reforesting Negros Island’s coastlines,
Southeast Asian countries and Japan, lead collaborator Sidney Lee said in an interview on
Monday.

Lee said they started planting and rehabilitating mangroves in 2015, spearheaded by the
Negros Oriental Association of ROTC Corps Commanders, after seeing the dwindling sea forest
in Tanjay City.

“Other organizations began noticing the effort and later on joined the independently funded and
organized activities of NORACC, turning it into the gigantic consortium that it is now”, he said.

In the same year, AMPO became a partner of the “10 Million in 10 Years for a Greener Negros”
(10M in 10) project, initiated by the Energy Development Corporation and Department of
Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), pledging to plant 10,000 mangrove trees within
the designated timeframe.

Lee recalls that by 2017, the alliance had reached its goal of planting 10,000 mangrove trees,
but the efforts did not stop there. AMPO and its partners from the government and private sector
endeavored to plant one million mangrove trees in the years that followed.

The alliance members decided to organize an annual mangrove planting event with alternating
leadership roles and establish how to break the activity into smaller events aimed at planting
10,000 mangrove trees.

As of June this year, AMPO has collectively planted over 1.3 million mangrove trees at several
sites across the province, in collaboration with local government units, Lee said. They are now
moving toward their second goal of planting two million mangrove trees.

The original locations planted in the villages of San Isidro and Luka in Tanjay City 10 years ago
are now filled with mature mangroves flourishing independently. AMPO regularly visits for the

replacement of deceased trees.

Over the weekend, a mangrove planting activity was held in Barangay Banilad in this capital,
with the Negros Oriental Chamber of Commerce and Industry taking the lead.
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The alliance has expanded its activities in recent years to include the coastal areas of La
Libertad and Manjuyod in the north, as well as Barangay Banilad in this provincial capital.

Based on assessments made by the DENR, the survival rate of the mangroves planted by
AMPO is at 92 percent.

“For every 10,000 trees that we plant, we plant an extra 1,000 mangrove trees to account for
mortality,” Lee said.

Mangroves act as natural barriers against waves and storms, with roots stabilizing shorelines
and preventing erosion, and capture large amounts of carbon dioxide to offset greenhouse
gases.

Lee said the coastal tree planting allows AMPO members to contribute to fighting climate
change, protecting the environment, restoring biodiversity, disaster mitigation and
decarbonization.

Although AMPO is not officially part of the nation’s decarbonization efforts, Lee said planting
and restoring mangroves show their support for the country’s carbon sequestration initiatives.

Lee said some government and private institutions approached AMPO to collaborate and invited
them to register the alliance to monitor their activities and contributions to reducing carbon

emissions.

“It is enough that we are doing our share of contributions to reducing carbon emissions and we
are happy with the way things are going for us,” Lee said.
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[Opinion] Multi-hazard maps

PARANAQUE 2nd District Rep. Brian Raymund Yamsuan is pushing the passage of his
proposed measure that aims to produce multi-hazard maps for each city and municipality in the
country, and integrate these tools into disaster risk reduction efforts and local development
planning.

Yamsuan said his proposed legislation outlined in House Bill (HB) 4035 would strengthen the
implementation of a new law allowing the government to declare a “State of Imminent Disaster,”
which triggers a set of preemptive actions before a calamity occurs.

Republic Act (RA) 12287 or the Declaration of State of Imminent Disaster Act signed recently by
President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr., enables the National, Regional and Local Disaster Risk
Reduction and Management (DRRM) Councils to implement anticipatory measures aimed at
mitigating the impact of a forecast hazard before it hits or its most serious effects are felt.

“While disasters cannot be prevented, it is possible to mitigate their impact by understanding
their behavior and adopting science-based and data-driven strategies. One such approach is
hazard mapping,” Yamsuan said.

“Multi-hazard maps would provide our DRRM councils with effective tools in implementing the
Declaration of Imminent Disaster Law. On top of being helpful for land use planning, these maps
would aid the DRRM councils in pinpointing the most vulnerable areas where preemptive action
should be urgently carried out to help save lives and reduce losses before a calamity strikes,”
he added.

The term “multi-hazard map” under HB 4035 or the proposed National Multi-Hazard Mapping
Act, refers to a map “that identifies the vulnerabilities of each LGU to threats, such as but not
limited to, landslides, flooding, sea level rise, storm surges, volcanic eruptions, and
earthquakes.

HB 4035 mandates the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), through its
attached agency, the National Mapping and Resources Information Authority (NAMRIA), to
develop multi-hazard maps for each city and municipality in the country.

The DENR and NAMRIA will undertake this task together with the Department of Science and
Technology (DOST), Philippine Space Agency (PhilSA), Climate Change Commission, National
Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council (NDRRMC), the concerned local government
units (LGUs) and other relevant government agencies with existing hazard mapping projects
and satellite imaging capabilities.
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According to the bill, these agencies shall also work together to develop and implement a
comprehensive plan to ensure the accessibility and proper use of the maps. The plan should
include a nationwide information campaign; training programs for local officials, disaster
response teams and community leaders; and other similar efforts.

HB 4035 also provides for the integration of the multi-hazard maps into the local development
and disaster response planning of LGUs, while national agencies shall consider the maps in the
planning, design and approval of public works and utilities.

The multi-hazard maps shall be updated by the DENR, in coordination with the concerned
LGUs, every three years.

Yamsuan said the bill aims to build on what the Project Nationwide Operational Assessment of
Hazards (NOAH) has achieved so far in identifying areas that would be struck by hazards
caused by extreme weather events.

Besides being hit by an average of 20 typhoons every year, the country also faces various risks,
such as rising sea levels, and exposure to volcanic eruptions and earthquakes due to its
location along the Pacific Ring of Fire. An estimated 60 percent of the Philippines’ land area and
74 percent of its population are vulnerable to numerous hazards.

According to the latest situational report of the NDRRMC issued on October 3, 2025, the
combined effects of the southwest monsoon (habagat) and tropical cyclones Mirasol, Nando,
and Opong have left 40 people dead; displaced 4.6 million individuals residing in 9,285
barangays; and incurred damages exceeding P3 billion to infrastructure and agriculture.

On September 30, a powerful 6.9 magnitude earthquake struck northern Cebu, leaving at least
72 people dead and massive damage worth billions of pesos across 89 cities and municipalities.
More than 80,000 families or over 366,000 individuals have been affected, according to the
latest available data.

=END=
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