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BUSINESS WORLD 
 
ADB’s nuclear gamble is a dangerous climate detour 
By: Nazareth Del Pilar and Rayyan Hassan 
 
The Asian Development Bank (ADB) is preparing to walk back one of its most important energy 
commitments. In 2021, the Bank pledged not to finance nuclear power, recognizing its steep 
costs, unresolved waste problems, and catastrophic safety risks. Now, in its 2025 Energy Policy 
Review, the ADB is considering lifting that ban. This reversal risks locking Asia into decades of 
debt, danger, and delay at a time when the climate clock is ticking. 
 
DAILY TRIBUNE 
 
Back to reliable basics 
 
In stunning reversals, the United States and the United Kingdom have taken steps to roll back 
climate legislation that has proven impractical, with targets nearly impossible to achieve. The 
shift toward conventional and affordable fuel should serve as a model for developing nations, 
rather than forcing them to adopt renewable technologies that are costly and, in many cases, 
unsustainable. 
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FINANCIAL TIMES 
 
ESG might be more resilient than critics expect 
By: Florian Berg 
 
For those concerned about the threats to the world from climate change, some of the signals 
this year from institutional investors and investment banks are alarming. But there are reasons 
to be hopeful about the resilience of efforts to tackle environmental issues at the corporate level. 
 
MANILA BULLETIN 
 
Decarbonization as litmus test for 'net zero' claims 
By: Myrna M. Velasco 
 
With less than a month to go before the COP30 Climate Summit in Belém, Brazil, the climate 
clock is forcing both governments and business leaders to move beyond lip service. They are 
now racing to embed decarbonization not only across their own value chains, but deep into the 
carbon core of their suppliers, where real credibility will be judged. 
 
PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
 
Rains expected in Mindanao; fair weather across PH on Oct. 6 
By: Dianne Sampang 
 
A rainy Monday is expected over parts of Mindanao, while generally fair weather is forecast for 
the rest of the country, the state weather bureau said. 
 
PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY 
 
PH turns to regenerative agriculture amid climate threats 
By: Stephanie Sevillano 
 
The Philippines remains optimistic about adapting regenerative and resilient agricultural 
systems as it advances efforts to address the effects of climate change in collaboration with its 
partners in the Southeast Asian region, the Department of Agriculture (DA) said on Thursday. 
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THE MANILA TIMES 
 
[Opinion] An interesting climate damage test case 
By: Ben Kritz 
 
The town of Carrboro, North Carolina, is suing utility giant Duke Energy for damages suffered by 
the town from tropical storms, and the case will face a significant inflection point later this month, 
when a judge in the North Carolina Business Court will rule whether or not it will go to a jury trial. 
Carrboro is claiming that Duke Energy is liable for storm-induced damage because it was 
allegedly involved in a decades-long campaign of deception to dismiss the connection between 
fossil fuels and climate change. There has been a growing number of climate-related lawsuits in 
recent years, although they are still relatively rare. That means virtually every case is 
precedent-setting, whether it succeeds or not, and the Duke Energy case is no exception. 
 
Philippines Tops World Risk Report Again: A Call to Combat Flood Crisis 
By: Ludwig Federigan 
 
The Philippines finds itself, yet again, perched precariously at the summit of the World Risk 
Report’s (WRR) 2025 rankings — the fourth year in a row, a dubious distinction that casts a long 
shadow over the archipelago’s future. While the WRR provides a vital global overview of 
disaster risk, its specific focus on the Philippines’ escalating flood crisis resonates with a painful 
urgency. The report doesn’t simply present statistics: it illuminates a crisis rooted in geographic 
vulnerability, exacerbated by climate change, and, most tragically, compounded by systemic 
corruption that siphons away resources desperately needed to protect Filipino lives and 
livelihoods. 

Information and Knowledge Management Division 
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BUSINESS WORLD 
 
ADB’s nuclear gamble is a dangerous climate detour 
By: Nazareth Del Pilar and Rayyan Hassan 
 
The Asian Development Bank (ADB) is preparing to walk back one of its most important energy 
commitments. In 2021, the Bank pledged not to finance nuclear power, recognizing its steep 
costs, unresolved waste problems, and catastrophic safety risks. Now, in its 2025 Energy Policy 
Review, the ADB is considering lifting that ban. This reversal risks locking Asia into decades of 
debt, danger, and delay at a time when the climate clock is ticking. 
 
Nuclear’s reputation as a “clean” climate solution collapses the moment you look at the facts. It 
is slow, prohibitively expensive, and inherently unsafe. Globally, nuclear disasters show why 
these fears are justified. Fukushima in 2011 displaced over 150,000 people and left parts of 
Japan uninhabitable for generations. Scientists warned that such catastrophic accidents could 
occur every 10-20 years, given the number of reactors worldwide. 
 
In India’s uranium mining belt of Jaduguda, Indigenous communities have lived for decades with 
radiation-linked cancers, congenital disorders, and poisoned lands. The uranium extracted there 
powers reactors hundreds of kilometers away, yet local people pay the true cost in their bodies 
and livelihoods. 
 
In Tamil Nadu’s Koodankulam, fisherfolk have organized for decades against nuclear reactors 
that threaten their lives and the seas that sustain them. In Maharashtra’s Jaitapur, farmers and 
fisher communities have resisted one of the world’s largest proposed nuclear complexes, 
warning of ecological damage and irreversible threats to livelihoods. 
 
The Philippines knows too well the dangers of nuclear energy. The mothballed Bataan Nuclear 
Power Plant left behind illegitimate debt, environmental damage, and decades of community 
resistance in a disaster-prone region. Yet, as the country moves to pass a legal framework for 
nuclear power, it brings back the fears of the residents and anti-nuclear advocates in the country 
about how costly it would be for the communities and the environment. 
 
Indonesia’s plan to build out nuclear power plants in West Kalimantan threatens the region’s rich 
biodiversity and encroachment on Indigenous Peoples’ lands. Often viewed as a “game 
changer” and a thrust to energy transition, building huge infrastructure projects such as this 
increases the risks of reprisals, displacement, and serious health hazards to them. 
 
Nuclear’s problems are not limited to accidents. The economics is equally dire. Projects 
routinely cost billions more than planned and take decades to complete. In Asia, where climate 
action requires rapid, decisive cuts in emissions, pouring scarce resources into projects that 
may deliver power only in the 2040s is reckless. 
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Meanwhile, renewable alternatives are already cheaper, faster, and more flexible. Solar and 
wind with storage can be deployed in months, not decades. They scale to communities, cut 
energy poverty, and build resilience against climate disasters. Every dollar directed toward 
nuclear is a dollar stolen from these proven solutions. 
 
The ADB brands itself as Asia’s “climate bank.” But lifting the nuclear ban would make that claim 
ring hollow. Nuclear power delays and does not accelerate decarbonization. It diverts public 
money to a dangerous industry while exposing millions to long-term health and safety risks. 
 
Worse, it undermines the Paris Agreement’s goal of rapid, equitable emissions reductions. Asia 
does not need another false solution. It needs people-centered, decentralized, and renewable 
energy systems that serve communities rather than sacrifice them. If ADB is serious about its 
climate commitments, it must resist nuclear lobbying and reaffirm its 2021 commitment. 
 
As ADB prepares to lift its ban, it could steer financing and policy toward a risky nuclear path 
under the guise of technical assistance across its Developing Member Countries. Nuclear is 
expensive. Nuclear is dangerous. The reality of Nuclear Energy means making huge sacrifice 
zones where communities are left to suffer. And nuclear is a derailment of our climate future. 
ADB must not waste another decade (or another dollar) on this false solution. 
 
Nazareth Del Pilar is the just transitions advocacy officer of the NGO Forum on ADB. Rayyan 
Hassan is the executive director of the NGO Forum on ADB. 
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DAILY TRIBUNE 
 
Back to reliable basics 
 
In stunning reversals, the United States and the United Kingdom have taken steps to roll back 
climate legislation that has proven impractical, with targets nearly impossible to achieve. The 
shift toward conventional and affordable fuel should serve as a model for developing nations, 
rather than forcing them to adopt renewable technologies that are costly and, in many cases, 
unsustainable. 
 
The UK’s Conservative Party, or Tories, has pledged to replace the country’s climate legislation 
with a strategy for “cheap and reliable” energy. Party leader Kemi Badenoch announced plans to 
scrap the Climate Change Act, introduced by the Labor government in 2008, which committed 
the UK to reducing emissions by 80 percent by 2050 through five-year carbon budgets. 
 
Under Badenoch’s proposal, the “failed targets” would be scrapped and replaced with an energy 
strategy that puts “cheap and reliable energy as the foundation for economic growth.” Further, 
Badenoch said: “We want to leave a cleaner environment for our children, but not by 
bankrupting the country,” Badenoch said. “Our priority now is growth, cheaper energy, and 
protecting the natural landscapes we all love.” 
 
Badenoch has previously said it is “impossible” for the UK to meet its net-zero targets and 
vowed to “maximize extraction” of oil and gas in the North Sea. She also said she discussed the 
issue with US President Donald Trump during a state dinner at Windsor Castle. Trump 
reportedly praised her speech in Aberdeen, saying, “I hear you and me [sic] agree on so many 
things.” 
 
The Trump administration has likewise moved to scrap the Endangerment Finding — a key 
foundation of US climate policy that gave the Environmental Protection Agency authority to 
regulate greenhouse gas emissions. Established in 2009 under the Obama administration, the 
ruling was based on a 2007 Supreme Court decision declaring that carbon dioxide and other 
greenhouse gases pose a threat to public health and welfare. 
 
If repealed, it would gut the US government’s ability to regulate emissions and weaken future 
climate protections, including standards for vehicles and methane from oil and gas operations. 
Trump’s camp argues that the Clean Air Act was never intended to regulate global climate 
pollutants and should be limited to addressing local or regional health hazards. 
 
Read more at: https://tribune.net.ph/2025/10/05/back-to-reliable-basics 
 
Amid these shifts by major economies, the Philippines reiterated its commitment to science- and 
evidence-based, transformative climate solutions. President Ferdinand Marcos Jr., speaking at 
the 46th ASEAN plenary, said climate finance must be accessible and adequate for developing 
countries most affected by extreme weather events. 
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While the Philippines is among the world’s most disaster-prone nations, it still requires reliable 
and affordable energy to sustain growth — a challenge given the intermittent supply from 
renewable sources. 
 
The policy reversals of two of the world’s most developed nations should provide food for 
thought in the global climate debate.  
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FINANCIAL TIMES 
 
ESG might be more resilient than critics expect 
By: Florian Berg 
 
For those concerned about the threats to the world from climate change, some of the signals 
this year from institutional investors and investment banks are alarming. But there are reasons 
to be hopeful about the resilience of efforts to tackle environmental issues at the corporate level. 
 
It is true that there has been a notable backing away from climate commitments by banks this 
year. In the US, for example, Goldman Sachs, Citibank, Wells Fargo, JPMorgan Chase and 
Morgan Stanley have all dropped out of the Net-Zero Banking Alliance, a group of banks bound 
by a pledge to reduce carbon emissions linked to their financing. In Europe, HSBC, Barclays 
and UBS have left the group. And UBS and HSBC have also pushed back targets to 
decarbonise their operations. 
 
There have also been pullbacks in the investment world, with the Net Zero Asset Managers 
alliance suspending operations. 
 
In the US, such shifts have been driven by pressure from the current Trump administration, 
including the threat of antitrust lawsuits against large financial companies who joined green 
alliances. And more globally, there are concerns over the impact of climate commitments on 
economic growth. 
 
Nevertheless, when looking at reporting on carbon emissions, ESG data and money invested in 
sustainable investment strategies, we can see big increases in recent years. Public companies 
that disclose their carbon footprint want to avoid the embarrassment of reporting higher levels 
each year. 
 
The number of companies reporting on climate change has grown dramatically over the past 
decade. According to the Carbon Disclosure Project, that number was 4,968 in 2014, 8,361 in 
2019 and more than 22,400 in 2024.  
 
Similarly, in regulatory filings, US public companies continue to discuss the climate risks 
affecting their business and their record on decreasing carbon emissions. In particular, the 
number of firms that mentioned the acronym ESG — environment, social and governance 
issues — in their annual 10k regulatory filings for the 2024 fiscal year was 30 per cent, climate 
change 47 per cent, and sustainability 52 per cent. 
 
At the same time, more asset managers are using ESG data as part of their evaluation of 
portfolio companies. This trend is evidenced in the statistics on the revenue received by ESG 
providers over the past decade. Their revenues rose from $245mn in 2016, to $525mn in 2020, 
to $1.56bn in 2024 according to Opimas. 
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MSCI, for instance, grew sales of ESG and climate data from $357mn in 2024 to an annualised 
rate of $384mn in the first half of 2025. Roughly one-third of this revenue comes from the US. 
Notably, 48 of the world’s 50 largest asset managers incorporate MSCI’s ESG and climate data 
into their investment processes. 
 
More directly, the assets held by global sustainability funds rose significantly over the past 
decade. As reported by Morningstar, these have risen steadily to $3.5tn in the second quarter of 
2025. 
 
Probably the most important development on climate reporting in the past few years is the 
publication of reporting standards by the International Sustainability Standards Board. In 2023, 
the ISSB published the IFRS S1 framework for reporting on material sustainability risks, and 
IFRS S2 on climate-related disclosures. 
 
The Securities and Exchange Commission voted this year to end its defence of a rule that would 
have required US companies to report on climate risks, and new chair Paul Atkins has attacked 
the new ISSB standards as driven by “ideologues”. But so far 37 jurisdictions have adopted or 
plan to adopt them, including a wide range of countries such as Australia, Bangladesh, Brazil, 
Chile, Hong Kong, Kenya, Malaysia, Mexico, Nigeria, Pakistan and Turkey. The standards also 
have been supported by key international bodies including the G7, the International 
Organization of Securities Commissions and the Financial Stability board. 
 
No doubt there may be some rollbacks. Some companies have begun purging references to 
climate change on their websites. But the groundswell in reporting of climate risks by public 
companies as well as the use of ESG data by asset managers over the past decade will not be 
easily reversed. Efforts to tackle climate change at the corporate and investor level will continue. 
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MANILA BULLETIN 
 
Decarbonization as litmus test for 'net zero' claims 
By: Myrna M. Velasco 
 
With less than a month to go before the COP30 Climate Summit in Belém, Brazil, the climate 
clock is forcing both governments and business leaders to move beyond lip service. They are 
now racing to embed decarbonization not only across their own value chains, but deep into the 
carbon core of their suppliers, where real credibility will be judged. 
 
With the 1.5°C global warming limit still slipping further out of reach and the climate crisis boiling 
over, leading corporations are being cornered—so, no more hiding behind offsets or empty 
promises. From gutting carbon out of their operations to forcing accountability across Scope 3 
emissions of the GHG Protocol, circularity, and capital allocation, the narrative is clear: 
decarbonization must break free from the sidelines and turn into a relentless drive for 
businesses and industries. 
 
At the CDx Summit 2025 during the Bangkok Climate Week, the spotlight was firmly on 
Southeast Asia—not just as a climate risk zone, but as a trillion-dollar decarbonization 
opportunity. Despite the pain points, momentum is unmistakably gathering steam. Philippine 
frontrunners under the Net Zero Carbon Alliance (NZCA)—primarily the Energy Development 
Corp. (EDC) of the Lopez group, Unilever Philippines, and International Container Terminal 
Services Inc. (ICTSI) of the Razon group, along with the small and medium enterprises (SMEs) 
as represented by Department of Trade and Industry Executive Director Clare Mari 
Torralba—are united in this one unyielding message: decarbonization is no longer just a 
sustainability side quest, but a major business strategy, a competitive edge, and above all, a 
tangible commitment to safeguard the planet’s future for the next generations. 
 
In a fishbowl session where I also joined as a co-speaker, ICTSI Global Environmental Manager 
John Joseph Ilagan highlighted that their company’s decarbonization journey really started at 
home base in the Philippines, then it's now being scaled across their global operations. This 
involves pushing hard on supplier compliance—especially with the IMO standards, which is 
among the key components of their science-based target on emissions reduction under Scope 
3. To ICTSI, it’s not just about cleaning their own house, but pursuing carbon cuts also across 
the entire logistics chain. 
 
Rondell Torres, Unilever Philippines & Greater Asia Sustainability Lead, similarly shared that 
their supplier decarbonization program, which was launched in 2021, has evolved from a 
modest initiative into a strategic business weapon. By engaging suppliers directly to slash 
Scope 3 emissions, Unilever isn’t just driving climate impact; they’re also mining the real gold: 
the collection of tangible data that sharpens their emissions baselines and powers them with 
smarter decisions. And for their partners, decarbonization is no longer just about shrinking 
footprints; it’s also turning into a viable survival play and a gateway to unlocking climate-linked 
funding flow. 
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“Under the climate supplier program, we capacitate them—yes, but we also ask from them 
supplier data. Then we also open sustainability-linked supply chain financing option for them. 
We don’t finance them directly, but we have institutional partners to basically reward behavior 
progress, etc.; so we’re able to capacitate and once they’re ready, we make sure that we help 
them on finance operations,” he explained. 
 
Torres added, “we do it as aggregate… we need to prioritize our top 300 suppliers for their 
contribution to our emissions, so that we can make the most impact—because essentially, we 
don’t have unlimited time and resources.” 
 
Through various insights shared by speakers at the fishbowl session on Building Trust: Credible 
Claims, Stakeholder Buy-In and Supplier Engagement, Ping Manongdo, head of Partnerships at 
Southeast Asia Corporate Decarbonization Exchange (CDx), somehow pulled the brakes when 
it comes to sloppy emissions reduction pretenses. He emphasized that what’s needed shall be 
accuracy, specificity, and verifiability of the data being claimed. Because in the end, it’s not just 
about reporting; it’s more about integrating real emission cuts into national policy and 
community-level governance where these businesses operate. 
 
NZCA as catalyst in rewriting corporate climate playbooks 
 
Frances Ariola, NZCA’s lead convenor and EDC’s Corporate Communications head, qualified 
that it’s not enough to just track emissions anymore. Real progress toward corporate actions on 
concretizing their net zero goals must thrive as strategic, no-excuses action on cutting 
carbon—and that’s exactly what their alliance and members are laser-focused on delivering on. 
“We actually joined the CDx summit this year officially representing NZCA because our goal is 
to find more enablers for those that can provide technology, services, advice that can help 
us—we already have 41 members as of 2025, so we need more help in achieving our net zero 
goals,” she said. 
 
Ariola specified that NZCA’s mission is uncompromising—to exist as a one-stop shop on helping 
provide the tools, resources, as well as support to partners in achieving their net zero targets. 
 
“We’re expanding our circle, lining up new players to join next year’s Net Zero Conference—and 
we’re ready to back not just our partners, but the entire business ecosystem. So, it’s really 
working for us; and then we would also be able to share our experiences in mobilizing the 
private sector in the Philippines in delivering real climate action,” she further noted. 
 
Ariola qualified that for their members in the organization, “it’s important we align our claims with 
our actions—it’s is something that also serves as a reminder to us in NZCA that we’re not there 
just making all these claims, but let’s make sure that we’re not greenwashing.” 
 
Closing loopholes; securing credibility with validation 
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Validation of science-based targets initiative (SBTi) as well as GHG emissions reduction pledges 
must not be optional; instead, it is the frontline defense against false claims. Plugging the gaps 
shall also be the hard grind that separates real progress from empty promises. 
 
At NZCA, Ariola asserted that validation of claimed emissions reduction is methodically weaved 
into their framework. So before anyone of their members could claim to be carbon-neutral or net 
zero, they must first prove their GHG reductions and science-based targets with solid data—no 
shortcuts, no spin, and the minimum bar is full transparency and verification. 
 
“We just keep reminding our members because it is part of the framework to seek validation for 
GHG or science-based targets—and then when you are already at that stage where you need to 
claim that you are carbon-neutral or you are net zero, you also need to get another validation for 
that—so that’s always the advice that we give to the parties. The minimum requirement is to 
really submit their data,” she expounded. 
 
Ariola likewise conveyed that they keep their members in check. The reward for top-tier 
performers will be a strategic spotlight, while they’re not also turning a blind eye on the 
laggards. Yet they’re not exactly quick on instituting harsh crackdowns, as they hold firm to the 
belief that there’s still room for growth and course correction among these members. The goal? 
Inspire learning, growth, and a real climb toward accountability, then help each other step up on 
their climate actions. 
 
When it is time for NZCA members to renew their Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with 
the organization—which is done every three years—Ariola indicated that they just don’t nod and 
move on; instead, these business-partners are often put under the microscope. If they haven’t 
shown effort to learn or crunch their emissions data, then NZCA could opt to focus on those who 
are actually committed to the climate fight. 
 
“There will come a time especially when they renew their MOUs that they will be subjected to 
evaluation—we will check: has this company even tried to learn or compute; but if we see that 
there’s inaction, then we can conclude that perhaps they’re not really here for true action—they 
might just be here for PR—and we will talk to them and let them know that this is something 
where we provide assistance to them. But if there would still be no action on their part, then let’s 
focus on other companies—those that are true to their commitments, trying to learn, compute 
and submit data—so that’s how we police our members,” she pointed out. 
 
On validation, Ariola emphasized that they expect partner-companies to seek their own 
third-party verification; so there’s no resorting to shortcuts and guesswork. And when NZCA 
would report progress, they only count what’s been externally validated and data that could be 
made publicly available—because collective claims mean nothing without proof that can stand 
up to scrutiny, by anyone, anywhere. 
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“There is an assumption already that if they submit it to us, it shall be publicly available data 
because we’re also going to show that. Even if that would be collective—it must be validated, 
something that cannot be questioned,” she stated. 
 
Cementing business carbon cuts into NDC commitments 
 
The intensifying voice of NZCA carries one uncompromising aspiration: that their 
science-backed targets, verified data, and concrete decarbonization efforts don’t just sit on 
paper but become a driving force in national policy. They are ultimately imploring the Philippine 
government to embed private sector action into the core of its next nationally determined 
contribution (NDC) submission under the Paris Agreement. 
 
“The hope is to be able to finalize this conversation with the Climate Change Commission on 
how our contribution—in terms of our reduction on GHG—will be able to help the NDC; because 
it’s really our objective to make sense of all these actions—it’s not just for our individual 
companies, but it’s something that we’d be able to help the country. And this is something 
wherein we would be able to finalize with the CCC on how NZCA can really contribute; and 
eventually, that will also elevate our commitment because that will already be country-level,” 
Ariola indicated. 
 
Beyond backing the government’s NDC submission, NZCA is similarly charging ahead to claim 
its rightful seat at the policymaking table, primarily in shaping the future of Philippine climate 
action. With a position paper in the works on the Low Carbon Economy Bill and a desire to help 
in crafting the nation’s emerging carbon trading market, the group is aiming for a bigger role not 
just as a participant, but a persuasive prime mover in the climate policy arena. 
 
Sure, NZCA may still be a lean force compared to the vast landscape of Philippine 
corporations—but never underestimate the power of a focused handful. History has always 
proven that being a ‘disruptive few’ is never a weakness, but it’s the incendiary spark that fuels 
an unstoppable rising force; and that could happen even in the climate action juggernaut.

 
13 



PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
 
Rains expected in Mindanao; fair weather across PH on Oct. 6 
By: Dianne Sampang 
 
A rainy Monday is expected over parts of Mindanao, while generally fair weather is forecast for 
the rest of the country, the state weather bureau said. 
 
In its 5 a.m. weather update, the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical, and Astronomical 
Services Administration (Pagasa) said the intertropical convergence zone (ITCZ)—where winds 
from the northern and southern hemispheres meet—is expected to bring cloudy skies and 
thunderstorms to southern Mindanao. 
 
Pagasa weather specialist Daniel Villamil said Metro Manila and the rest of Luzon and Visayas 
will experience fair weather. 
 
“Partly cloudy to cloudy skies don’t necessarily mean there won’t be any rain. The usual late 
afternoon to evening rain showers or thunderstorms may still occur,” he said in Filipino. 
 
He also said Palawan and Visayas will experience similar fair weather conditions. 
 
Meanwhile, Villamil said thunderstorms and overcast skies are expected in Mindanao as the day 
progresses due to the ITCZ. 
 
“Because of the ITCZ, areas like the Zamboanga Peninsula and BARMM (Bangsamoro 
Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao)—technically the southern part of Mindanao—can 
expect a high chance of cloudiness today,” he said in Filipino. 
 
“So we’re looking at cloudy weather with scattered rain showers and thunderstorms,” he added. 
 
Villamil also said that no gale warnings have been issued for any of the country’s seaboards. 
 
Meanwhile, the following temperatures are forecasted: 
 

●​ Laoag, Ilocos Norte: 24°C to 31°C 
●​ Baguio: 16°C to 24°C 
●​ Metro Manila: 23°C to 32°C 
●​ Tagaytay: 22°C to 28°C 
●​ Tuguegarao: 24°C to 34°C 
●​ Legazpi: 24°C to 33°C 
●​ Kalayaan Islands: 27°C to 31°C 
●​ Puerto Princesa: 24°C to 33°C 
●​ Iloilo: 24°C to 32°C 
●​ Cebu: 26°C to 32°°C 
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●​ Tacloban: 25°C to 33°C 
●​ Zamboanga: 24°C to 33°C 
●​ Cagayan de Oro: 24°C to 31°C 
●​ Davao: 24°C to 33°C 

 
Weather disturbances 
 
Villamil also reported that Severe Tropical Storm Halong and the cloud clusters monitored 
outside the Philippine area of responsibility will not directly affect the country. 
 
He said Halong was located 2,105 kilometers east-northeast of Extreme Northern Luzon, 
moving slowly northwestward, with maximum winds of 100 kilometers per hour (kph) and gusts 
reaching 125 kph. 
 
Meanwhile, the cloud clusters may develop into a low-pressure area either later today or in the 
coming days. 
 
Four-day weather outlook 
Pagasa also provided a four-day weather outlook to guide the public on expected conditions 
across the country. 
 
Tuesday until Wednesday: Cloudy skies with scattered rains and thunderstorm over Palawan, 
Zamboanga Peninsula, BARMM, Western Visayas, and Negros Island Region due to ITCZ 
 
Thursday to Friday: Generally fair weather to persist throughout the whole country apart from 
localized rainshowers/localized thunderstorms. 
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PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY 
 
PH turns to regenerative agriculture amid climate threats 
By: Stephanie Sevillano 
 
The Philippines remains optimistic about adapting regenerative and resilient agricultural 
systems as it advances efforts to address the effects of climate change in collaboration with its 
partners in the Southeast Asian region, the Department of Agriculture (DA) said on Thursday. 
 
This comes as the DA highlighted key partnerships during the 47th Meeting of the ASEAN 
Ministers on Agriculture and Forestry (AMAF) in Pasay City. 
 
In a press conference, Agriculture Secretary Francisco Tiu Laurel Jr. said countries in the region 
share similar climate risks, particularly the rising heat indices. 
 
“Well, what was discussed is that there’s already global warming, the heat index, and when it is 
hot, the spread is really there. When it’s hot, it’s too hot,” he said. 
 
“So, a lot of technologies are needed for predictions to address these issues.” 
 
Among the studies cited in the regional discussions were the digital advancements presented by 
Singapore. 
 
“So, there’s a study being conducted by the University of Singapore. They actually gave us a 
very good outlook on rainfall predictions and the heat index. That will definitely guide all ASEAN 
countries on what lies ahead and how to adapt to it,” Tiu Laurel said. 
 
Production technologies were also highlighted, including alternate wet-and-dry methods to 
minimize production costs, advanced irrigation, smart technologies, and greenhouses, among 
others, to help reduce water consumption. 
 
In addition, research on pest and disease management was also discussed, considering the 
threat and impact of these issues on a global scale. 
 
“The main goal is to produce more, use less water, find ways to rejuvenate the soil, get more 
planting material, and try to eradicate pests and diseases that come,” Tiu Laurel said. 
 
Other cooperative efforts endorsed during AMAF include the Philippines’ commitment to the 
ASEAN Vision for Food, Agriculture and Forestry (FAF) Towards 2045; the ASEAN FAF Sectoral 
Plan 2026-2030; the ASEAN Implementation Plan for Regenerative and Resilient Agriculture 
Systems as a Priority Economic Deliverable (PED), with the Philippines holding the ASEAN 
Chairmanship in 2026; and the ASEAN One Billion Trees Growing Programme Initiative.
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THE MANILA TIMES 
 
[Opinion] An interesting climate damage test case 
By: Ben Kritz 
 
The town of Carrboro, North Carolina, is suing utility giant Duke Energy for damages suffered by 
the town from tropical storms, and the case will face a significant inflection point later this month, 
when a judge in the North Carolina Business Court will rule whether or not it will go to a jury trial. 
Carrboro is claiming that Duke Energy is liable for storm-induced damage because it was 
allegedly involved in a decades-long campaign of deception to dismiss the connection between 
fossil fuels and climate change. There has been a growing number of climate-related lawsuits in 
recent years, although they are still relatively rare. That means virtually every case is 
precedent-setting, whether it succeeds or not, and the Duke Energy case is no exception. 
 
The case began in December 2024, when Carrboro sued Duke Energy, alleging the utility had 
funded and promoted a decades-long deception campaign carried out since the mid-1990s by a 
number of energy front groups. The long-term effects of the alleged deception reinforced the 
public’s reliance on coal and natural gas, the suit claims, which led to increased greenhouse gas 
emissions and accelerated climate change in the form of heat waves, greater precipitation, 
intensified storms and more flooding. The groups knew of the link between fossil fuels and 
global warming, the case argues, but intentionally tried to cover or subvert that fact, hence the 
deception and, as a consequence, Duke Energy’s liability for physical damage attributable to 
climate change. 
 
The amount of damages being sought by the town is not specified, but the case describes 
damage to 47 miles of town roads, numerous buildings, and other town-owned facilities totaling 
at least $20 million from a single tropical storm last July. Carrboro, which has a population of 
about 22,000, is in central North Carolina, on the outskirts of the Raleigh-Durham metropolitan 
area. The lawsuit only covers municipal property; several private property owners have 
reportedly filed their own cases against Duke Energy, or are awaiting the outcome of the town’s 
case before proceeding. 
 
The connections between Duke Energy and groups that have engaged in spreading climate 
disinformation are fairly clear. The complaint explains that the Global Climate Coalition, of which 
Duke was an influential member, falsely claimed in a 1994 edition of Climate Watch Bulletin that 
“new scientific evidence” showed fossil fuels might help maintain “an essential atmospheric 
balance,” and that “cutbacks in fossil fuel use may actually enhance the greenhouse effect.” 
 
Duke was also an “active participant” in a trade association, the Edison Electric Institute, which 
knew as early as 1968 that fossil fuels were altering the planet’s atmosphere, according to the 
complaint. Yet in 1991, the Edison institute ran advertisements in magazines disputing climate 
change, including messages like, “How much are you willing to pay to solve a problem that may 
not exist?” and, “If the earth is getting warmer, why is Kentucky getting colder?” 
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Duke Energy’s lawyers have countered with two points. First, that it cannot be proved that 
climate change caused specific damage in the town; and second, that it cannot be proved that 
anyone was induced to increase their use of fossil fuels by the allegedly deceptive information 
campaigns. As one of the attorneys told the judge in court on Sept. 25: “There are other 
emissions sources. There is no way to trace a statement by Duke to a pothole in Carrboro. 
These are novel claims.” 
 
Judge Mark A. Davis asked the attorneys if the case was about damages or “an end run for 
policy change” about permissible levels of emissions. 
 
“The only way to get exacerbated climate change is to have exacerbated emissions,” the Duke 
Energy attorneys responded. “They have to prove the campaign caused someone to increase 
emissions.” This was an interesting answer, as it seemed to surrender the point that climate 
change does, in fact, cause attributable damage, contradicting what was in their 
counter-affidavit. 
 
That seemed to be overlooked by the judge, who did not rule immediately on whether or not the 
case should go to a jury, but rather gave both sides 30 days, or until Oct. 25, to file 
supplemental briefs on the issue of traceability. In other words, he wants to see additional 
arguments that might be presented connecting climate change to the damage suffered by 
Carrboro, and connecting statements Duke Energy has made, or others supported by Duke 
Energy have made, to the worsening of climate change. That seems to indicate the judge is 
leaning skeptically in the case; willing to give the plaintiffs every reasonable opportunity to 
provide him reasons to send the case to a jury trial, but not having seen them yet, and perhaps 
not expecting to. 
 
If the judge rejects the case, it would be a strong precedent for other loss and damage claims to 
be similarly rejected. If he allows it to go to trial, and a jury subsequently finds in favor of 
Carrboro, it could open up the floodgates of lawsuits against polluters and climate denialists. 
 

 

 
18 



Philippines Tops World Risk Report Again: A Call to Combat Flood Crisis 
By: Ludwig Federigan 
 
The Philippines finds itself, yet again, perched precariously at the summit of the World Risk 
Report’s (WRR) 2025 rankings — the fourth year in a row, a dubious distinction that casts a long 
shadow over the archipelago’s future. While the WRR provides a vital global overview of 
disaster risk, its specific focus on the Philippines’ escalating flood crisis resonates with a painful 
urgency. The report doesn’t simply present statistics: it illuminates a crisis rooted in geographic 
vulnerability, exacerbated by climate change, and, most tragically, compounded by systemic 
corruption that siphons away resources desperately needed to protect Filipino lives and 
livelihoods. 
 
Floods, the focus of the WRR 2025, are among the most frequent and devastating natural 
events on a global scale. Between 2000 and 2019, these deluges impacted the lives of over 1.6 
billion people and caused economic devastation totaling more than $650 billion. For the 
Philippines, a nation sculpted by over 7,000 islands, these figures aren’t abstract, but represent 
a recurring nightmare. 
 
The WRR’s Local Exposure Analysis for the Philippines offers a granular view of this 
vulnerability. It identifies specific flood hot spots as regions bearing a disproportionate burden: 
the vast, flat plains of Cagayan, the densely populated areas of Pampanga and the exposed 
river basins of Agusan del Norte. These areas, characterized by a confluence of flat topography, 
high population density and often inadequate drainage infrastructure are particularly susceptible 
to the destructive forces of fluvial, pluvial and coastal flooding. 
 
Yet, the WRR also highlights a crucial nuance: vulnerability is not solely determined by 
geography or extreme weather events. It is a complex equation that incorporates societal 
factors, including resilience, coping capacity and adaptive capacity. It is precisely in these areas, 
where human agency plays a decisive role that the Philippines faces its gravest challenge. 
 
The WRR contributes to scaling such solutions. Scientific findings must reach the places where 
they are needed. Sustainable assistance must empower those affected instead of creating 
dependencies. 
 
Amid the alarming statistics and scientific analyses, a disturbing truth emerges: trillions of 
pesos, earmarked for flood-related projects vital for protecting communities and bolstering 
resilience, are allegedly disappearing into the murky depths of corruption. This is not simply a 
matter of financial mismanagement; it is a betrayal of public trust that directly imperils the lives 
and livelihoods of millions of Filipinos. 
 
The funds, desperately needed to fortify drainage systems, construct floodwalls, restore 
mangrove ecosystems and implement sustainable land management practices, are instead 
apparently lining the pockets of unscrupulous officials and contractors. This undermines the 

 
19 

https://www.manilatimes.net/2025/10/04/business/green-industries/philippines-tops-world-risk-report-again-a-call-to-combat-flood-crisis/2194457


effectiveness of flood mitigation efforts, erodes public trust, and perpetuates a cycle of disaster 
and despair. 
 
A multifaceted call to action 
 
The Philippine flood crisis demands a comprehensive and sustained response which tackles 
both the immediate challenges and the underlying systemic issues. This requires a multifaceted 
approach that prioritizes accountability, transparency, community empowerment and strategic 
investment. 
 
First, civil society organizations, investigative journalists and concerned citizens must unite to 
demand rigorous audits of all flood-related projects, past and present. Transparency in 
procurement processes, contract bidding and project implementation is paramount. Corrupt 
officials and contractors must be held accountable to the law’s fullest extent, sending a clear 
message that such behavior will not be tolerated. 
 
Second, flood mitigation strategies must be rooted in local knowledge and community 
participation; they cannot be imposed from the top down. The WRR emphasizes the importance 
of engaging local communities in planning and implementing flood mitigation projects, ensuring 
that their voices are heard and their needs addressed. This includes investing in 
community-based disaster risk reduction programs, providing training and resources to local 
communities, and empowering them to take ownership of their own safety. The government 
needs to decentralize funds to the barangay. 
 
Third, the WRR emphasizes the need for good governance and decentralized structures. This 
requires strengthening the capacity of local government units to manage flood risks effectively, 
providing them with the necessary resources, technical expertise and autonomy to implement 
flood mitigation measures tailored to their specific needs and circumstances. 
 
Fourth, the Philippines must embrace technological innovation to enhance flood forecasting, 
early warning systems and disaster preparedness. This includes investing in high-resolution 
weather monitoring systems, developing sophisticated flood models, utilizing satellite imagery 
for real-time flood monitoring, and disseminating timely and accurate information to at-risk 
communities. It would be an advantage to integrate resources and technology in forecasting 
floods by utilizing the government, private sectors, scientists and researchers. 
 
Fifth, the government must develop and innovate nature-based solutions projects that include 
renaturation, mangroves and wetlands to help reduce the flood risks and promote biodiversity. 
To do this, the government needs innovative strategies for land activation. 
 
Our future must be defined by resilience. The WRR 2025, while stark in its assessment of the 
challenges facing the Philippines, also offers a pathway forward. There is still a chance that the 
Philippines can once again be called “Pearl of the Orient,” and showcase a model for successful 
disaster governance. 
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