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ABS CBN 
 
Philippines warns of coastal flood as Paolo approaches 
 
The Philippines weather forecaster warned Thursday of dangerous flooding in coastal areas as 
Tropical Storm Paolo is set to hit the disaster-weary nation. 
 
BBC 
 
Care about climate change? The evidence shows these are the most impactful actions 
you can take 
By: Jocelyn Timperley 
 
A rising body of research is trying to quantify the impact of personal climate actions. The results 
show the most powerful impacts may come from some surprising places. 
 
Pope Leo condemns climate change critics 
By: Matt McGrath 
 
Pope Leo XIV has hit out at those who minimise the "increasingly evident" impact of rising 
temperatures in his first major statement on climate change. 
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BUSINESS WORLD 
 
Sustainability goes hand in hand with ethics 
By:Flor G. Tarriela  
 
Sustainability is more than a buzzword. The United Nations defines it as “meeting the needs of 
the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.” At 
its core, sustainability means balance — protecting the environment, ensuring social equity, and 
driving economic growth in harmony, not in conflict. It is about building systems that last, 
grounded on trust, resilience, and responsibility. 
 
MANILA BULLETIN 
 
Pope Leo XIV takes aim at climate skeptics as he embraces predecessor's environmental 
legacy 
 
Pope Leo XIV took aim Wednesday at skeptics who “ridicule those who speak of global 
warming,” as he strongly embraced Pope Francis’ environmental legacy and made it his own in 
some of his strongest and most extensive comments to date. 
 
PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY 
 
PH turns to regenerative agriculture amid climate threats 
By: Stephanie Sevillano 
 
The Philippines remains optimistic about adapting regenerative and resilient agricultural 
systems as it advances efforts to address the effects of climate change in collaboration with its 
partners in the Southeast Asian region, the Department of Agriculture (DA) said on Thursday. 
 

Information and Knowledge Management Division 
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ABS CBN 
 
Philippines warns of coastal flood as Paolo approaches 
 
The Philippines weather forecaster warned Thursday of dangerous flooding in coastal areas as 
Tropical Storm Paolo is set to hit the disaster-weary nation. 
 
The cyclone, bringing winds of 75 kilometers an hour, is expected to strengthen into a severe 
tropical storm hours before it reaches the main island of Luzon on Friday morning. 
 
"There is a moderate to high risk of life-threatening storm surge with peak heights reaching 1.0 
to 3.0 meters within 36 hours over the low-lying or exposed coastal localities" of northern and 
eastern Luzon, the national weather service said. 
 
Storm surges occur when strong winds push large volumes of seawater towards the coast, and 
have the potential to cause flooding, property damage and death. 
 
There were no immediate government orders of evacuations, but the weather service said 
heavy rains are forecast and the seas will be rough and "risky for all types or tonnage of 
vessels". 
 
Paolo is set to hit land just three days after a powerful magnitude-6.9 quake killed 72 people 
and destroyed nearly 600 homes in the central Philippines, leaving thousands sleeping out in 
the streets in fear of aftershocks. 
 
The Philippines is hit by an average of 20 storms and typhoons each year, routinely striking 
disaster-prone areas where millions of people live in poverty. 
 
Scientists warn that storms are becoming more powerful as the planet warms due to 
human-driven climate change. 
 
Typhoon Opong killed 37 people and forced 400,000 people to flee their homes in the northern 
Philippines last week. Typhoon Nando killed 14 people in the country in late September. 
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BBC 
 
Care about climate change? The evidence shows these are the most impactful actions 
you can take 
By: Jocelyn Timperley 
 
A rising body of research is trying to quantify the impact of personal climate actions. The results 
show the most powerful impacts may come from some surprising places. 
 
It's hard to get clear-cut evidence on what impact the personal actions we take in our lives can 
have on climate change. 
 
While there has long been a focus on how to reduce the carbon footprint of what we buy, do and 
eat, it's harder to pin down the impact of many other measures people take, from community 
engagement and how we choose to vote, to where we save our money and the impact we can 
have in our workplaces. 
 
But a growing body of research is revealing just how effective such other actions can be. In 
short, it seems, they can change a lot more than we might think.  
 
Now a project named Shift (Super High-Impact Initiative for Fixing Tomorrow) has created a 
questionnaire to help guide people towards their most impactful climate actions, tailored to each 
person's individual circumstances and based on scientific research. 
 
Kimberly Nicholas, professor at Lund University Centre for Sustainability Studies in Sweden, 
launched the guide alongside Project Drawdown, a US non-profit which focuses on 
science-based solutions to climate change. The BBC spoke to Nicholas to find out which 
personal actions really tend to make the most difference for the climate, according to the 
evidence. 
 
What is the Shift guide and how did it come about? 
 
For the last 10 years, I've been working on identifying and communicating effective climate 
action. I started thinking a lot about how consumer actions are really important, but they're not 
enough, and we need to focus more broadly on a set of "climate superpowers", as I call them. I 
and other researchers identified those five roles in a paper published in 2021, and they were 
also taken up by the IPCC [Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change], the UN climate panel 
in its 2022 report. 
 
There's a lot of important actions that we don't have the data to quantify yet, but we know that 
bigger shifts need to happen to stabilise the climate – Kimberly Nicholas 
 
The consumer is one of them, but it's also how people engage as citizens, investors, 
professionals and role models. We wanted to help people recognise the power they already 
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have to make a really big difference for climate and essentially direct people towards what we 
know works, what we have evidence that moves the needle. I see it as connecting personal and 
systemic change. 
 
Research by Felix Creutzig and others has shown it's possible to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions 40-80% with changes that involve behaviour change or demand-side change. They're 
complimentary to and connected with changes in infrastructure and norms and policies, but they 
do involve people making changes in their everyday life. 
 
I have a philosophy with Shift: I want to eliminate the noise, just focus on the few really big 
actions that we have strong evidence make a big difference, and try to break those into small, 
doable steps that people can take. I've used as much literature as exists to rank actions in the 
order of effectiveness. So you know, it's eat the frog first – put the big stuff up front and start with 
the thing that can make the biggest difference. 
 
Your questionnaire starts by asking three main questions: is your income over $38,000 
(£28,000), do you live in a liberal democracy and do you have a college degree. Why did you 
choose these three things?  
 
Essentially, it's to focus on the most effective superpowers. This is living in a democracy for 
citizen actions, earning over the income threshold for consumer and investor actions, and 
having a college degree for professional actions. And then role model actions applied to 
everyone, because everyone is part of different communities and circles, neighbourhoods, 
groups, families, where they can inspire and influence and learn from and help create 
conversations with others. 
 
Income is the most clear: we know about half of climate pollution from households comes from a 
group that makes over $38,000 (£28,000) a year, and the majority of climate pollution comes 
from household consumption, so 60-72%. So we're not going to cut emissions in half and 
eventually get to zero without addressing high-polluting households.  
 
The investor role is also connected to income: many people probably have a bank, even if they 
don't have huge investment money.  
 
Then the professional actions were connected to education. This is maybe the most tenuous, 
but assuming that if you have a higher degree – so a university college degree, or vocational 
school, some kind of tertiary education – you're more likely to have a professional position that 
gives you an opportunity to use your powers at work in a really effective way. 
 
The group that will say yes to those three questions will have all five superpowers. It's less than 
10% of people on Earth who actually belong to that group. Globally, they are among the most 
powerful people who have ever lived. If people can realise that and start using that power 
effectively, I really believe that it can make a transformation happen for climate action.  
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If you answer yes to all three questions, the top 'climate superpower' given is your role as a 
citizen. How much impact can people really have as citizens? 
 
There's really good evidence that citizen actions are important for changing climate policy. The 
best study comes from Seth Wynes. He quantified the climate footprint of voting from the 2019 
election in Canada, and found that it made an enormous difference because there was a party 
that was rolling back effective climate policies. A vote for the Liberal party that year was 
calculated to save up to 34.2 tonnes of climate pollution per year. 
 
So voting is a really important climate action. But to have the chance to vote, you need to live in 
a liberal democracy where you have multiparty, free and fair elections. And that's only about 
12% of people on Earth, according to the Varieties of Democracy Project. 
 
A second action is joining a group that's pushing for ambitious climate policy. As an individual 
citizen it can be overwhelming to know what is a good climate policy and who is making them, 
so groups that have professionals studying and evaluating that are really effective. A study in 
the US, for example, found that politicians who got a good rating from the League of 
Conservation Voters did measurably reduce emissions in their states. 
 
On the media side, studies have shown how climate concern is really shaped by the media. 
 
Another one is contacting your representative. That's a really effective one in the US that very 
few people do. But interviews with congressional staffers show how phone calls get tallied and 
really do shape and influence policy and have made a difference. And we have a lot of evidence 
from Rebecca Willis's work in the UK, for example, that many politicians know and are aware of 
and are concerned about climate change, and one reason they don't enact more ambitious 
policy is they don't think their constituents care enough. 
 
And then there's peaceful protest: studies have shown, for example, that emissions have gone 
down in US states that had more peaceful protests. And they are also important in shaping 
public opinion. [Read more about how much climate protests really work]. 
 
What about our work lives, which you ranked as the second most important role? What does 
evidence show are the best strategies for impacting climate change as professionals? 
 
There it is a little more qualitative. I rate the highest to get your workplace to join the Science 
Based Targets Initiative, which is, in my understanding, the most credible and rigorous 
certification system out there. If you're following that as an organisation, then you're doing your 
fair share to help the world meet the Paris Agreement. A number of businesses and 
organisations are on track to meet the 1.5C or the 2C climate goal through that organisation. 
[For full disclosure, the BBC takes part in the Science Based Targets Initiative.] 
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Another action is getting your work investments out of fossil fuels – things like banks, insurance 
companies, pensions. Again, acting collectively, leveraging these financial tools to make a big 
change happen in the marketplace can be really, really powerful. 
 
There is also just using your own particular skills. Basically, any job can be a climate job. Many 
people are in jobs they like and are good at and have important skills in, and we need those 
people to, for example, do procurement from a climate angle or human resources from a climate 
angle. To have a world where we meet climate targets, we need all these puzzle pieces to come 
together. 
 
And then pushing on your industry through, for example, trade organisations – making sure 
they're not obstructing climate policy, that the whole industry is setting and following good 
standards, that you're trying to move together towards zero emissions.  
 
The investor role is another you identify as a superpower role. What does research show is the 
impact people can have with where they put their own money – including for people on a more 
modest income? 
 
Investments do create a lot of pollution, because we give our money to companies who invest 
them in fossil fuels basically, either directly or indirectly in funds. Banks lend out our money to 
others, including companies that are still expanding fossil fuels. 
 
We have to be phasing out and winding down fossil fuel infrastructure and closing it ahead of its 
planned lifetime to meet climate goals. So, we've given them a chance, but we need to take our 
money out of the institutions that are still investing in climate pollution and invest it in solutions 
instead. 
 
More like this: 
 
• Should we give up flying for the sake of the climate? 
 
• How our daily travel harms the planet 
 
• The climate benefits of veganism and vegetarianism 
 
There's good evidence for the highest income Americans in particular – that's the top 1% 
income Americans earning $554,000 (£411,934) a year at the household level – that their 
personal climate pollution from investments is very substantial. For the top 0.1%, with income 
above $2.2m (£1.6m), investments are the largest source of emissions. 
 
Small investors also matter though. Banks need customers to function – that is part of their 
business model. So if their customers are saying, we don't want to bank somewhere that is 
investing in fossil fuels, that will ultimately force them to change that business model. Whoever 
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you are, if you have the possibility to change to a fossil free bank, that's a really high-impact 
action. [Read more about why banking habits matter for the climate]. 
 
Another superpower role is the 'consumer' role, which highlights only four actions: reducing 
flights, driving, meat consumption and switching to renewables. But you also specifically 
highlight that Shift is not a carbon footprint tool – is that a criticism of the focus on cutting the 
carbon footprint of our consumption? 
 
There are great carbon footprint tools out there. They can certainly be helpful and can be really 
eye opening for someone getting started on their climate journey. But personally, I think analysis 
paralysis is a real risk: more information and more decimal points on data doesn't always help 
people make better decisions. 
 
For the consumer role, we picked the top leverage actions shown by researcher Diana 
Ivanova's work. She did a big meta-analysis [a study of studies] in 2020 with 60 
household-based consumer actions quantified for emissions reductions potential. 
 
Ninety per cent of people on Earth don't need to reduce their carbon footprint. They're already at 
or pretty close to a sustainable carbon budget. And if we make the transitions we need to zero 
carbon food, energy, housing and transport systems, their level of consumption will be within 
that carbon budget. 
 
But it's also the case that overconsumption of fossil fuels is a problem. The top 10% of 
consumers are something like 10 times over the sustainable carbon budget. Especially from 
flying and driving, the top 1% is 22 times over the sustainable carbon budget. So it's not going to 
be possible to meet climate goals without changes in overflying and overdriving, basically, for 
that group. [Read more about how the rich are driving climate change.] 
 
Still, there's a lot of important actions that we don't have the data to quantify yet. And we know 
that bigger shifts need to happen to stabilise the climate. For example, how much is it worth to 
use your skills as a lawyer to help push the industry towards decarbonising as a whole, or as a 
creative to stop producing adverts for fossil fuels and shift the culture? 
 
What if you earn less than $38,000, don't live in liberal democracy and don't have a university 
degree. Is there evidence you can still help shift the dial on climate? 
 
Then you would see the role model actions, which everyone will see. These are about taking 
action yourself in your own life and inspiring others. 
 
A lot of it is about creating climate community – that's actually the number one action as a role 
model. So building a group of people in your context, whether that is people who love to knit or 
run, or a group at work, or your friends, neighbourhood, that you can actually talk about and do 
climate things with. I have a climate book club that I love, for example. 
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There's lots of research showing the majority of Americans and of people around the world are 
worried about climate change and want stronger climate action to happen, but they 
underestimate how much other people care about climate change. It creates this kind of loop of 
silence where we think, "Oh, no one else is so interested. This isn't a topic, I'm not going to 
bring it up. I'm not going to ask about it in the budget at work. I'm not going to mention it in my 
school meeting." So bringing it up and having these conversations is really important climate 
action, and it does help to shift those norms over time. 
 
One paper, for example, found that getting solar panels is contagious – you're much more likely 
to get them on your roof if your neighbour has them. 
 
What can people do if they're feeling disempowered or disenchanted with the political process, 
especially given the shift in political focus in the US away from climate action? 
 
I understand and share that frustration, and I think the solution is grassroots action.  
 
I've had the privilege to be at the UN's annual climate talks. I was in Paris watching the Paris 
Agreement get adopted in 2015, which was amazing. It has helped, it is partly working and 
we're on a better track than we would be without it, but it's clearly not enough. So we need more 
bottom-up action and grassroots climate leadership. I think that is what is going to really move 
the needle.  
 
There's a lot of depressing news and a lot of things going in the wrong direction from a climate 
perspective, and a common reaction to that is, because of stress and anxiety, to sort of avoid it, 
but that's obviously not going to solve the problem. 
 
 
Hopefully people taking the guide, going through the quiz, will have a bit of an aha moment, of 
realising, 'wait a minute, I have more power than I thought, and there's more that I can do'. 
There truly is so much unused power in the world, and especially in the US, where I originally 
come from, that could do so much good. So I would love to see people taking these actions 
throughout their lives.  
 
I picture this as a couple hours a week, 20 minutes a day is definitely enough. If you do that 
consistently, you would get through this guide and all the actions in it in good time. There's just a 
huge, huge, huge potential, and it doesn't have to be that hard. So pick an issue that you feel 
motivated and passionate about. You can't do everything. I think the solution to sustainable 
climate action is finding things you like doing with people you like spending time with and keep 
doing them.  
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Pope Leo condemns climate change critics 
By: Matt McGrath 
 
Pope Leo XIV has hit out at those who minimise the "increasingly evident" impact of rising 
temperatures in his first major statement on climate change. 
 
Reiterating the words of his predecessor Pope Francis, the new pontiff lambasted critics who 
"ridicule those who speak of global warming". 
 
The Pope's remarks, at a speech in Castel Gondolfo near Rome, will be seen as an implied 
criticism of US President Donald Trump, who last month called climate change a "con". 
 
Pope Leo also called for greater action from citizens the world over on climate change, saying 
there was no room for indifference or resignation. 
 
The Pope was speaking at a conference to mark 10 years since the publication of Laudato Si'. 
 
That landmark document, written by his predecessor Pope Francis, made the issue of climate a 
central part of the church's concerns. 
 
Many credit it for helping set the tone that led to the Paris climate agreement in 2015. 
 
But the new Pope, who was elected in May, was worried that the question of climate change 
was now becoming more divisive. 
 
Referring to his predecessor's writings, he said: "Some have chosen to deride the increasingly 
evident signs of climate change, to ridicule those who speak of global warming, and even to 
blame the poor for the very thing that affects them the most." 
 
Just two weeks ago at the UN General Assembly in New York, US President Donald Trump 
criticised the climate movement as the "greatest con job ever perpetrated on the world", and 
rebuffed the use of renewable energy. 
 
"The carbon footprint is a hoax made up by people with evil intentions, and they're heading 
down a path of total destruction," he said. 
 
Pope Leo, the first pontiff born in the US, has previously clashed with Trump's White House on 
issues including migration and national security. 
 
In Wednesday's speech, the Pope called for people all over the world to put increased pressure 
on politicians. 
 
Citizens need to take an active role in political decisions, he said, as "only then will it be possible 
to mitigate the damage done to the environment". 
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The Pope said that each of us will have to answer a question from God. 
 
"God will ask us if we have cultivated and cared for the world that he created for the benefit of 
all and for future generations, and if we have taken care of our brothers and sisters - what will 
be our answer, my dear friends?" 
 
The Raising Hope conference was held just over a month from the start of COP30 in Belém, in 
Brazil. 
 
World leaders and climate diplomats will meet in the Amazonian city as efforts to tackle rising 
emissions of planet warming gases have fallen down the political agenda. 
 
Brazilian Environment Minister Marina Silva invited the Pope to COP30 on behalf of President 
Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva. 
 
"I am convinced in this way His Holiness will make an indispensable contribution so that COP30 
may go down in history as the great moment of implementation," she said. 
 
Today's meeting also heard from former California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger, who said 
the Pope was a real world "action hero", as he had committed to putting solar panels on all the 
Vatican's buildings.  
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BUSINESS WORLD 
 
Sustainability goes hand in hand with ethics 
By:Flor G. Tarriela  
 
Sustainability is more than a buzzword. The United Nations defines it as “meeting the needs of 
the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.” At 
its core, sustainability means balance — protecting the environment, ensuring social equity, and 
driving economic growth in harmony, not in conflict. It is about building systems that last, 
grounded on trust, resilience, and responsibility. 
 
The Philippines faces climate extremes — typhoons, floods, droughts and earthquakes that 
destroy lives and livelihoods. This year alone, millions of Filipinos have been affected, with 
billions of pesos worth of damage to agriculture and infrastructure. Rising heat indices, erratic 
rainfall, and food security risks paint a sobering picture: climate change is no longer a future 
threat but a present reality. Sustainability and climate action can no longer be afterthoughts. 
They are strategic imperatives for resilience. 
 
To adapt, billions of pesos were poured into flood control projects. But recent developments 
have revealed “ghost” and substandard projects due to some entities asking for huge 
“commissions.” Instead of protecting communities, these projects erode trust and waste 
resources that could have saved lives — the very opposite of sustainability. Sooner or later, 
corruption is exposed — undermining resilience, wasting public funds, and deepening inequality. 
Corruption destroys not just infrastructure but the public’s trust upon which lasting development 
is built. 
 
Ethics is about doing the right thing even when no one is watching. We cannot have 
sustainability without ethics — they go hand in hand. It ensures that decisions made today will 
not harm tomorrow. A project may be labeled “green” or “sustainable” but if is riddled with 
dishonesty, it cannot truly serve the people or the planet. Ethics is the soil in which sustainability 
grows. Without it, resilience cannot take root. Integrity, transparency, and accountability are not 
add-ons to sustainability — they are its foundation. 
 
We stand at a crossroads today. Let’s stop the “business as usual” where corruption (it’s so 
scandalous that it’s beyond the imagination of the telenovelas and Netflix combined) eats away 
at progress. Let’s choose and move towards the path of ethical sustainability, where ethics 
guide our decisions, resources are managed wisely and resilience becomes our legacy. 
 
The private sector also has a vital role in shaping a sustainable future. A recent example is the 
Philippine National Bank’s  2025 Summit for Sustainable Growth held last August with the 
theme “Inspire, Innovate, Ignite,” led by PNB Sustainability Head Jean Marie Baruelo. The bank 
reaffirmed its commitment to people, planet and prosperity — the three cornerstones of a 
holistic approach to development. The summit also underscored support for the United Nations 
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Sustainability Development Goals and the Philippine Development Plan or Ambisyon 2040. 
highlighting that sustainability is both a business imperative and a national mission. 
 
Speakers included BSP Sustainability Officer Pia Roman-Tayag, who said that sustainability 
must move from framework to behavior and emphasized three key imperatives: recognizing 
climate risk in financial planning, embedding sustainability into daily operations and mobilizing 
financing for climate adaptation. She pointed out the use of blended finance models to support 
ESG initiatives, particularly for SMEs. “Adaptation finance is not just a moral imperative — it’s a 
strategic one,” she said. 
 
PNB President Edwin Bautista urged the bank to revisit its business models by embracing both 
digital transformation and sustainability as key growth drivers, adding that financial discipline 
must go hand in hand with governance and a strong digital strategy to keep the bank 
competitive and relevant, and stressing that sustainability requires leadership that sees beyond 
quarterly earnings to create long-term impact and shared value for stakeholders. PNB Director 
and Corporate Governance Chair Geocel Olanday highlighted the importance of collective 
responsibility in future-proofing the bank. 
 
Sustainability is not just a theory — it is a call to action. It calls on the government to ensure that 
every peso of public funds is spent honestly and effectively. It calls on companies to embed 
sustainability into their DNA and not just their marketing. Let us be vigilant and engaged, 
demand transparency, and support ethical leadership. After all, sustainability is not just about 
planting trees or building infrastructure — it is about reshaping systems to serve the common 
good for the long term.  
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MANILA BULLETIN 
 
Pope Leo XIV takes aim at climate skeptics as he embraces predecessor's environmental 
legacy 
 
Pope Leo XIV took aim Wednesday at skeptics who “ridicule those who speak of global 
warming,” as he strongly embraced Pope Francis’ environmental legacy and made it his own in 
some of his strongest and most extensive comments to date. 
 
Leo presided over the 10th anniversary celebration of Francis’ landmark ecological encyclical, 
Laudato Si (Praised Be) at a global gathering south of Rome. The encyclical cast care for the 
planet as an urgent and existential moral concern and launched a global grassroots movement 
to advocate for caring for God’s creation and the peoples most harmed by its exploitation. 
 
Leo told the estimated 1,000 representatives from environmental and indigenous groups that 
they needed to pressure national governments to develop tougher standards to mitigate the 
damage already done. He said he hoped the upcoming U.N. climate conference “will listen to 
the cry of the Earth and the cry of the poor.” 
 
He didn’t name names, but history’s first American pope spoke just days after U.S. President 
Donald Trump complained, with false statements, to the U.N. General Assembly about the “con 
job” of global warming. Trump has long been a critic of climate science and polices aimed at 
helping the world transition to green energies like wind and solar power. 
 
Leo quoted Francis’ follow-up encyclical, published in 2023, in which the Argentine pope 
shamed and challenged world leaders ahead of a U.N. conference to commit to binding targets 
to slow climate change before it’s too late. 
 
Citing Francis’ text, Leo recalled that some leaders had chosen to “deride the evident signs of 
climate change, to ridicule those who speak of global warming and even to blame the poor for 
the very thing that affects them most.” 
 
Leo called for a change of heart to truly embrace the environmental cause and said any 
Christian should be on board. 
 
“We cannot love God, whom we cannot see, while despising his creatures. Nor can we call 
ourselves disciples of Jesus Christ without participating in his outlook on creation and his care 
for all that is fragile and wounded,” he said, presiding on a stage that featured a huge hunk of a 
melting glacier from Greenland and tropical ferns. 
 
Leo has strongly taken up Francis’ ecological mantle, giving his blessing to a Vatican plan to 
turn an agricultural field north of Rome into a vast solar farm. Once it is up and running, the farm 
is expected to make the Vatican City the world’s first carbon-neutral state.  
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PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY 
 
PH turns to regenerative agriculture amid climate threats 
By: Stephanie Sevillano 
 
The Philippines remains optimistic about adapting regenerative and resilient agricultural 
systems as it advances efforts to address the effects of climate change in collaboration with its 
partners in the Southeast Asian region, the Department of Agriculture (DA) said on Thursday. 
 
This comes as the DA highlighted key partnerships during the 47th Meeting of the ASEAN 
Ministers on Agriculture and Forestry (AMAF) in Pasay City. 
 
In a press conference, Agriculture Secretary Francisco Tiu Laurel Jr. said countries in the region 
share similar climate risks, particularly the rising heat indices. 
 
“Well, what was discussed is that there’s already global warming, the heat index, and when it is 
hot, the spread is really there. When it’s hot, it’s too hot,” he said. 
 
“So, a lot of technologies are needed for predictions to address these issues.” 
 
Among the studies cited in the regional discussions were the digital advancements presented by 
Singapore. 
 
“So, there’s a study being conducted by the University of Singapore. They actually gave us a 
very good outlook on rainfall predictions and the heat index. That will definitely guide all ASEAN 
countries on what lies ahead and how to adapt to it,” Tiu Laurel said. 
 
Production technologies were also highlighted, including alternate wet-and-dry methods to 
minimize production costs, advanced irrigation, smart technologies, and greenhouses, among 
others, to help reduce water consumption. 
 
In addition, research on pest and disease management was also discussed, considering the 
threat and impact of these issues on a global scale. 
 
“The main goal is to produce more, use less water, find ways to rejuvenate the soil, get more 
planting material, and try to eradicate pests and diseases that come,” Tiu Laurel said. 
 
Other cooperative efforts endorsed during AMAF include the Philippines’ commitment to the 
ASEAN Vision for Food, Agriculture and Forestry (FAF) Towards 2045; the ASEAN FAF Sectoral 
Plan 2026-2030; the ASEAN Implementation Plan for Regenerative and Resilient Agriculture 
Systems as a Priority Economic Deliverable (PED), with the Philippines holding the ASEAN 
Chairmanship in 2026; and the ASEAN One Billion Trees Growing Programme Initiative. 
 

=END= 
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