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ABS CBN

ABS-CBN's Raphael Bosano named 2025 COP30 Climate Change Media Fellow

ABS-CBN News Senior Reporter Raphael Bosano was selected as one of twelve journalists
from across Asia, Africa, and the Americas who will cover and report the 30th UN Climate
Change Conference of the Parties (COP30) in Belém, Brazil, as Climate Change Media Partner
Fellow.

MANILA BULLETIN

PH signs 4 deals on climate action, political consultation at UNGA
By: Raymund Antonio

The Philippines signed a total of four agreements on climate action with Hungary, Panama,
Maldives, and Togo and established political consultations for strengthening relations during the
80th Session of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGAB80), Department of Foreign Affairs
(DFA) Secretary Ma. Theresa Lazaro.


https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/health-science/2025/9/30/abs-cbn-s-raphael-bosano-named-2025-cop30-climate-change-media-fellow-1013
https://mb.com.ph/2025/09/30/ph-signs-4-deals-on-climate-action-political-consultation-at-unga

RAPPLER

Potential Paolo: New low pressure area enters PAR
By: Acor Arceo

A newly formed low pressure area (LPA) that just entered the Philippine Area of Responsibility
(PAR) on Tuesday evening, September 30, could become the country’s 16th tropical cyclone for
2025.

THE MANILA TIMES

[Opinion] From reforestation to low-emission food. climate action starts with seeds
By: Michael Keller

When you think of climate action, images of wind farms, solar panels, bicycles or electric
vehicles may come to mind. Perhaps lush forests or green landscapes. What you may not think
of is the humble seed.

CCC IN THE NEWS:

DAILY GUARDIAN

People’s Survival Fund launches nationwide caravan for climate resilience

The People’s Survival Fund Board, led by the Department of Finance, has launched a
nationwide PSF Caravan beginning in Mindanao to equip local government units with tools and
knowledge to access climate finance and deliver locally led adaptation projects.

MSN

Climate change body hoping for more ‘car-free’ cities
By: EJ Macababbad

The Climate Change Commission has lauded the expanding number of cities holding car-free
Sundays and hopes the move becomes a “nationwide norm.”

PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY

Global forum urges environmental transparency, access to info
By: Marita Moaje

Participants at a global forum held in Manila on Tuesday called on governments to pass a right
to information law that would give the public easier access to information, especially on
governance and environmental concerns, and help strengthen transparency, and institutionalize
citizens’ right to know in this digital age.


https://www.rappler.com/philippines/weather/lpa-easterlies-update-pagasa-forecast-september-30-2025-8pm/
https://www.manilatimes.net/2025/10/01/opinion/world/from-reforestation-to-low-emission-food-climate-action-starts-with-seeds/2192350
https://dailyguardian.com.ph/peoples-survival-fund-launches-nationwide-caravan-for-climate-resilience/
https://www.msn.com/en-ph/news/national/climate-change-body-hoping-for-more-car-free-cities/ar-AA1Awhuc?apiversion=v2&noservercache=1&domshim=1&renderwebcomponents=1&wcseo=1&batchservertelemetry=1&noservertelemetry=1
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ABS CBN

ABS-CBN's Raphael Bosano named 2025 COP30 Climate Change Media Fellow

ABS-CBN News Senior Reporter Raphael Bosano was selected as one of twelve journalists
from across Asia, Africa, and the Americas who will cover and report the 30th UN Climate
Change Conference of the Parties (COP30) in Belém, Brazil, as Climate Change Media Partner
Fellow.

The COP30 CCMP Reporting Fellowship program is co-organized by Internews' Earth
Journalism Network (EJN) and the Stanley Center.

COP30 will convene on the 10th anniversary of the adoption of the Paris Agreement, when
countries agreed to the goal of limiting global warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius.

According to EJN Executive Director James Fahn, this year’s COP is important for coverage.

"This high-ambition COP comes at a time of geopolitical and financial uncertainty for many
countries, organizations, and media houses attempting to address and report on climate
change," Fahn said.

The 12 fellows covering COP30 in Belém will participate in orientation activities, daily briefings,
interviews with high-level officials, and other networking events organized by the Stanley Center
and EJN to facilitate quality reporting on developments and outcomes at COP30.

The fellows will receive support and guidance from seasoned climate journalists affiliated with
EJN’s global network of trainers, who will accompany them to Belém.

Bosano is ABS-CBN News’ lead reporter for Science. He covers critical topics, including the
environment, climate change, disasters, and their consequential effects on communities.

Prior to his current role, his coverage focused on public health and disease outbreaks.

His longest-running coverage so far was during the height of the COVID-19 pandemic when the
Philippines imposed one of the longest lockdowns and mask mandates throughout the world.

Bosano is also an award-winning storyteller, having received accolades for his pandemic
documentary “Heroes In The Hot Zone” and Marawi siege special “Paglayang Minamahal”
(Beloved Freedom).

Most recently, Bosano served as one of the documentarists of “Lubog sa Katiwalian” (Drowning
in a Sea of Corrpution) — an investigative piece that looked into the anomalous flood control
projects in the Philippines.


https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/health-science/2025/9/30/abs-cbn-s-raphael-bosano-named-2025-cop30-climate-change-media-fellow-1013

Previously, Bosano was named a 2024 Metcalf Institute Fellow for Science Reporting at the
University of Rhode Island.



MANILA BULLETIN

PH signs 4 deals on climate action. political consultation at UNGA
By: Raymund Antonio

The Philippines signed a total of four agreements on climate action with Hungary, Panama,
Maldives, and Togo and established political consultations for strengthening relations during the
80th Session of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGAB80), Department of Foreign Affairs
(DFA) Secretary Ma. Theresa Lazaro.

The DFA chief released her arrival statement on Tuesday, September 30, after a week-long
participation in high-level meetings at the UN Headquarters in New York.

“The Philippines signed agreements with Hungary, Panama, Maldives, and Togo, to strengthen
relations, including on climate action and through the establishment of political consultations,”
she said as part of the accomplishments there.

“Through these engagements, the Philippines demonstrated that it remains a credible,
constructive, and principled voice in shaping global solutions. Under the guidance of President
Marcos Jr., we carried the message of a Philippines committed to peace, justice, sustainable
development, and the well-being of all peoples,” she added.

According to her statement, she held a total of 35 bilateral meetings with counterparts from all
regions of the world to build partnerships in health, environment, renewable energy, and
security.

She also advanced the Philippines’ candidature for a non-permanent seat in the UN Security
Council for the term 2027-2028.

Lazaro said she also delivered the country’s national statement during the general debate,
addressed the UN Security Council on Atrtificial Intelligence and International Peace and
Security, and deposited the Philippines’ ratification instrument for the Agreement on Biodiversity
Beyond National Jurisdiction or the BBNJ Agreement.

‘I co-chaired the Foreign Ministerial Meeting on Maritime Security and had productive
discussions among like-minded states on strengthening international cooperation towards a
secure and stable maritime domain,” she added.

During the series of events, Lazaro also reaffirmed the country’s commitment to the UN Charter
and multilateralism.

“We return home, strengthened by new and continuing partnerships, with a resolve to ensure
that our work in multilateral forums such as the United Nations translates into concrete benefits
for the Filipino people,” she said.


https://mb.com.ph/2025/09/30/ph-signs-4-deals-on-climate-action-political-consultation-at-unga
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Potential Paolo: New low pressure area enters PAR
By: Acor Arceo

A newly formed low pressure area (LPA) that just entered the Philippine Area of Responsibility
(PAR) on Tuesday evening, September 30, could become the country’s 16th tropical cyclone for
2025.

As of 8 pm on Tuesday, the LPA was located 1,095 kilometers east of southeastern Luzon.

The Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical, and Astronomical Services Administration (PAGASA)
said the LPA has a medium chance of developing into a tropical depression within 24 hours.

If it becomes a tropical depression, it would be given the local name Paolo. It would also be the
first tropical cyclone for October.

PAGASA said the LPA or potential tropical cyclone may head west northwest over the Philippine
Sea in the next few days, then eventually make landfall in Luzon.

At this point, however, the forecast is highly uncertain and could still change.
So far, the Philippines has had 15 tropical cyclones in 2025, with the most recent being Typhoon
Opong (Bualoi). The weather bureau expects two to four tropical cyclones to develop within or

enter PAR in October.

For now, the easterlies or warm winds from the Pacific Ocean will continue to affect the
Philippines.

The easterlies are bringing scattered rain and thunderstorms to Metro Manila, Calabarzon,
Mimaropa, Bicol, Aurora, Pampanga, Bulacan, Zambales, Bataan, and Northern Samar, as well

as isolated rain showers or thunderstorms to the rest of the country.

Flash floods and landslides remain possible.


https://www.rappler.com/philippines/weather/lpa-easterlies-update-pagasa-forecast-september-30-2025-8pm/
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[Opinion] From reforestation to low-emission food. climate action starts with seeds
By: Michael Keller

When you think of climate action, images of wind farms, solar panels, bicycles or electric
vehicles may come to mind. Perhaps lush forests or green landscapes. What you may not think
of is the humble seed.

Yet seeds are among our most powerful tools to cut emissions, adapt to rising temperatures,
and reduce food waste and loss. They underpin reforestation efforts, and have the power to
unlock climate-resilient, lower-emission and longer-lasting crops.

If the world is to meet its climate goals while feeding a growing population in a hotter, less
predictable world, it must unleash the full potential of the seed industry. That means supporting
innovation, investment and strong collaboration between the public and private sectors.

The strong engagement at Climate Week NYC helped set the stage for the discussions we must
now advance on the road to the 30th United Nations Climate Change Conference, or COP30, in
November to fully harness the potential of seeds for a climate-resilient future.

Global temperatures continue to rise, driving more frequent extreme weather events and
straining ecosystems. The fallout is global. Food security, health, migration and economic
stability are all impacted, especially in the poorest nations, which have contributed the least to
the problem.

Agriculture is often hit the hardest, as crops depend on stable weather, yet droughts, floods and
heat waves devastate harvests, while warmer and more humid temperatures fuel germs,
spoilage and food loss. Already, one-fifth of all food produced in the world is lost or wasted
before people consume it.

Yet one of the most powerful tools to adapt, cut emissions and reduce hunger remains
underutilized: improved seeds. Compelling examples of the potential impact of seeds can be
found scattered around the world, waiting to scale and take root.

For example, in Brazil, dedicated orchards of native trees, such as the Araucaria, are
meticulously managed through a process of raising seedlings in nurseries and planting them in
restoration sites. This crucial work is foundational for climate-resilient reforestation, ensuring
that future forests are diverse, robust and stable in the face of changing environmental
conditions.

Further afield, in Mexico, the agricultural landscape has been significantly transformed through
the development and widespread adoption of climate-adapted hybrid maize varieties. This


https://www.manilatimes.net/2025/10/01/opinion/world/from-reforestation-to-low-emission-food-climate-action-starts-with-seeds/2192350

innovation has revolutionized the country’s maize production, contributing to food security and
economic stability.

Simultaneously, in Rwanda, sustainable seed systems are being built from the ground up, with
newly tested varieties demonstrating remarkable improvements, yielding up to nine times more
than traditional seeds. These efforts highlight the power of localized, tailored seed solutions.

Looking into the future, scientific advancements are continuously pushing boundaries.
Researchers are actively developing new varieties of staple crops, such as tomatoes, utilizing
the Clustered Regularly Interspaced Short Palindromic Repeats technology. This innovative
approach aims to increase the shelf life of produce and significantly limit food waste, addressing
critical challenges within the global food supply chain.

To get the most out of seeds, they need to move from the margins to the mainstream of climate
action to the front of people’s minds. This shift is crucial for unlocking their full potential in
building a more sustainable and resilient future.

First, mainstreaming seeds in climate finance would accelerate the development and delivery of
climate-resilient low-emission varieties. This involves directing significant investment toward
research, breeding and distribution programs that focus on developing crops capable of thriving
in changing climatic conditions while minimizing environmental impact. This can be a part of a
long overdue reinvestment in agrifood systems, which currently receive just 4 percent of climate
finance.

Second, integrating seed innovation into national strategies and nationally determined
contributions, would ensure that countries see seeds as the critical infrastructure they are. By
acknowledging seeds as fundamental to food security and climate adaptation, governments can
prioritize their development and deployment in national development plans, agricultural policies
and climate action frameworks.

More public-private partnerships would help to drive innovation at scale, with governments,
researchers and the private sector driving towards solutions. These collaborations, like that of
the International Seed Federation with the Consultative Group for International Agricultural
Research, can pool resources, expertise and technologies, fostering a dynamic ecosystem
where cutting-edge research translates into practical, scalable solutions for farmers worldwide.

In 2025 — following the hottest year ever recorded — we can'’t afford to overlook one of our
most effective tools for climate action: seeds. These tiny powerhouses hold immense untapped
potential to help us adapt to rising temperatures, cut emissions, improve carbon sequestration,
and minimize waste across agricultural systems.

But to truly unlock that potential, they must be given the spotlight on global stages, where
consequential decisions are being made and long-term priorities are set for the planet’s future.



As we enter the second half of this crucial decade for climate action, the message from the seed
sector is clear and urgent: we are ready to continue contributing to the fullest of our potential.

It is imperative that policymakers and stakeholders plant the seed of a climate-resilient future

now, before it is too late to reverse the devastating impacts of a warming world.
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CCC IN THE NEWS:

DAILY GUARDIAN

People’s Survival Fund launches nationwide caravan for climate resilience

The People’s Survival Fund Board, led by the Department of Finance, has launched a
nationwide PSF Caravan beginning in Mindanao to equip local government units with tools and
knowledge to access climate finance and deliver locally led adaptation projects.

“The purpose of this caravan is to help fast-track and scale up local governments’ access to the
Fund, and because the PSF provides long-term finance specifically for local adaptation projects,
it has the power to shape communities’ resilience and save lives,” DOF Chief of Staff and
Undersecretary Maria Luwalhati Dorotan Tiuseco said.

She added that the DOF “is ready to doSet featured image the handholding to ensure that the
funds go to the right projects.”

The PSF is the Philippines’ pioneering climate adaptation financing mechanism, enabling LGUs
and local organizations to design and implement community-based initiatives that strengthen
climate resilience.

To date, the PSF Board has approved 24 adaptation projects and project development grants
nationwide totaling PHP 1.421 billion, demonstrating the Marcos Jr. administration’s
commitment to empowering local communities to confront climate risks.

Co-hosted with the United Nations Development Programme’s Strengthening Institutions and
Empowering Localities Against Disasters and Climate Change in the Philippines and supported
by the Australian Government, the national caravan aims to fast-track LGUs’ access to the PSF
by raising awareness, sharpening technical skills, and guiding them through the fund’s
processes.

The caravan is being held across vulnerable municipalities and provinces in Luzon, Visayas,
and Mindanao, including the Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao, with the
next leg scheduled for October and continuing until the first quarter of 2026.

The Mindanao caravan, held in Butuan City on Sept. 18-19, 2025, gathered over 55 participants
from LGUs, national agencies, academe, the private sector, and civil society to forge
collaboration and knowledge-sharing.

Participating LGUs included the municipalities of Kitcharao, Tubay, Las Nieves, and Santiago,

and Butuan City in Agusan del Norte; the provincial governments of Agusan del Norte and
Agusan del Sur; the Municipality of Esperanza; the municipalities of Cateel, Governor

12


https://dailyguardian.com.ph/peoples-survival-fund-launches-nationwide-caravan-for-climate-resilience/

Generoso, and Manay in Davao Oriental; and the provincial governments of Davao Oriental,
Dinagat Islands, Bukidnon, and Surigao del Sur.

The caravan featured seminars, technical consultations, and interactive workshops led by
resource persons and subject matter experts.

As the country’s blueprint for building climate resilience and reducing risks, the National
Adaptation Plan was discussed in detail to guide participants in integrating it into their local
planning frameworks to produce science-based proposals for climate change adaptation
projects.

Climate Change Commission Deputy Executive Director Rommel Cuenca highlighted how the
NAP can be embedded into Comprehensive Land Use and Development Plans, Local Climate
Change Action Plans, and Annual Investment Plans to strengthen the scientific basis of LGUS’
project proposals.

To help LGUs and accredited local or community organizations access funding for these
proposals, the DOF Climate Finance Policy Group discussed the key features and end-to-end
processes of the PSF.

Workshops also gave LGUs the opportunity to pitch initial proposals and receive live feedback
from PSF Board members, including Yvonne Garcia Flores of the Gokongwei Group and
Silvestre Barrameda Jr. of the National Resilience Council.

Other experts present included Vincent Cotoron of Caraga State University and Guiamel Alim of
the Consortium of Bangsamoro Civil Society.

The Municipality of Kitcharao LGU shared its experiences in handling a PSF-funded project,
offering participants insights into the process and guidance in developing or refining their own
climate adaptation proposals.

The PSF Secretariat conducted a site visit and a courtesy meeting with Mayor Jenry E.
Montante to affirm the fund’s support for the continued implementation of the project to enhance
sustainable management of the community’s river ecosystem.

Also present were representatives from the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas, Bangsamoro Planning
and Development Authority, Ministry of the Interior and Local Government, Mindanao
Development Authority, Sibog Katawhan Alang sa Paglambo Inc., and regional offices of the
Bureau of the Treasury and Bureau of Local Government Finance.

The PSF Board is composed of multi-sectoral representatives including the Secretary of
Finance as chairperson, the vice chairperson of the Climate Change Commission, the Secretary
of the Department of Budget and Management, the Secretary of the Department of Economy,
Planning, and Development, the Secretary of the Interior and Local Government, the
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chairperson of the Philippine Commission on Women, and members from non-government
agencies representing the business sector, non-government organizations, and the academe
and scientific community.
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MSN

Climate change body hoping for more ‘car-free’ cities
By: EJ Macababbad

The Climate Change Commission has lauded the expanding number of cities holding car-free
Sundays and hopes the move becomes a “nationwide norm.”

“As more local government units consider expanding car-free initiatives, the growing movement
signals a cultural shift toward prioritizing people over vehicles in urban spaces,” the CCC said in
a statement yesterday.

Marikina recently joined a growing number of Metro Manila cities dedicating a space every
Sunday for biking, jogging, exercise and other community activities.

Meanwhile, Quezon City is closing the stretch of Tomas Morato Avenue every other Sunday
morning and is encouraging residents to exercise at the University of the Philippines Diliman
campus.

In the south, Makati transforms Ayala Avenue, the country’s financial district, into a weekend
pedestrian-friendly zone, while neighboring Taguig allots 5th Avenue in Bonifacio Global City for
recreation and fitness activities.

“The Philippines has the potential to become a cleaner, more resilient and more people-first
region by prioritizing sustainable mobility. Establishing car-free zones lowers carbon emissions,
improves air quality and encourages active, healthier lifestyles. Beyond reducing traffic
congestion, these initiatives reimagine our cities as spaces designed for people,” noted CCC
vice chairman Robert Borje.
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Global forum urges environmental transparency, access to info
By: Marita Moaje

Participants at a global forum held in Manila on Tuesday called on governments to pass a right
to information law that would give the public easier access to information, especially on
governance and environmental concerns, and help strengthen transparency, and institutionalize
citizens’ right to know in this digital age.

At the closing of the 2025 International Day for Universal Access to Information (IDUAI), the
Philippines, as the first Southeast Asian country to host the global event, joined the call for the
passage of stronger laws on access to information.

“We, hereby encourage member states to strengthen access to information, to define
environmental information broadly, to establish public environmental information clearinghouses
to serve as centralized, publicly accessible data repositories, and to develop clear dissemination
frameworks with legally defined timelines and procedures,” the statement endorsed by the
participants to the forum read.

Moreover, they also urged “governments to enact legislation requiring proactive publication of
environmental threats and ensure that the grounds for denying access to environmental
information are strictly limited to reasons permitted under international human rights law and
subject to proportionality and necessity.”

FOI law for PH

On Monday, Presidential Communications Office (PCO) Acting Secretary Dave Gomez opened
the event by calling on Philippine lawmakers to finally enact a Freedom of Information (FOI) Law
that meets global standards and empowers democracy.

“A government that listens, informs, and empowers its citizens. Because only with an informed
citizenry can we build a truly democratic nation,” he said.

Gomez acknowledged that while the Marcos administration envisions a government that is “not
only for the people but also with the people” under a "Bagong Pilipinas" or New Philippines, he
said more still needs to be done to fulfill the government’s bid to institutionalize the FOI
Program.

Environmental transparency
International participants to the forum urged government to promote access to environmental

information, especially for communities potentially affected by transboundary or high-risk
activities, in accordance with international principles, including Principle 19 of the Rio
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Declaration, and in line with the right to free, prior, and informed consent of Indigenous Peoples,
as recognized in the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

This includes advance notice, full disclosure of risks, and mandatory public participation of
potentially impacted communities in environmental and social impact assessments for major
projects, including cross-border consultations.

Other recommendations included defining environmental information broadly, from emissions
data to biodiversity and industrial impacts, accelerating the adoption of access to information
(ATI) legislation in Small Island Developing States (SIDS), and drawing from model laws.

Meanwhile, the Manila forum also called on the over 50 countries that still lack ATI laws to
accelerate the adoption of access to information legislation.

“‘Member States must lead this global effort, ensuring that all people can meaningfully engage in
protecting their environment and future. We further call for regular global monitoring of progress,
with the UN system reporting annually on advances and gaps in access to environmental
information worldwide," it said.

PH open data innovations

Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) Assistant Secretary Kris Ablan presented the
Philippines’ innovations to make government information inclusive.

During a panel discussion, Ablan highlighted the free internet rollout to remote barangays and
the Department of Science and Technology’s “Starbooks” digital library kiosks, which provide
offline access to government data for communities without internet connectivity.

He said the Philippines has an FOI website where the public can find available information and
submit information requests to various government agencies.

“I just checked before our panel, we have more than 250,000 questions and answers. That's all
saved up in a hard drive, and then we distribute it to all of the kiosks that are spread throughout
our country,” he said.

“At present, we have around 9,000 kiosks or terminals in areas where there is no internet. So
that's what we have been (doing). We still have a long way, not all islands have either free
internet or have these kiosks so the project is still ongoing.

Ablan added that youth volunteers can help seniors and marginalized groups navigate FOI
portals, while future integration of Al translation tools could break language barriers in

government datasets.

PH transparency efforts
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Philippine Climate Change Commission (CCC) Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert
E.A. Borje presented the country’s upgraded climate data portals, including the National
Integrated Climate Change Database and Information Exchange System (NICDES) and the
Climate Change Expenditure Tagging (CCET) platform.

He stressed that data must be transformed into actionable information to guide communities
and decision-makers.

“If there is a system that's robust, that's established, and that's already part of the governance
ecosystem, that will act more as an incentive for all stakeholders to be more open with the data
that they have. So | think that's very key to be able to understand and to be able to move
forward our agenda on transparency, accountability, and governance towards just and equitable
climate change governance,” he said.

“We need to ensure that the system is there, the process is there, and more importantly, that
everybody buys into the value and the culture of openness, transparency, and accountability.

Otherwise, you may build the infrastructure, but it will not be used,” he added.

=END=
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