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Changing climate threatens seaweed farming in Sulu
By: Julianne Suarez

In the southernmost parts of the Philippines, between the Celebes and Sulu Seas, lies the
archipelagic province of Sulu. This part of the country, which stretches from the Zamboanga
Peninsula to the eastern shores of Sabah, Malaysia, has long grappled with armed conflict that
threatens the locals’ safety and livelihood.

PAMPANGA NEWS NOW

DENR steps up reforestation with 5K seedlings in Central Luzon

In an effort to advance greening and reforestation initiatives, the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR) distributed 5,000 seedlings across Central Luzon.


https://mindanews.com/feature/2025/09/changing-climate-threatens-seaweed-farming-in-sulu/
https://pampanganewsnow.com/denr-steps-up-reforestation-with-5k-seedlings-in-central-luzon/

PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER

Legarda: High seas treaty ratification a victory for climate sovereignty
By: Jan Escosio

Senator Loren Legarda hailed the Philippines’ official deposit of the Biodiversity Beyond
National Jurisdiction (BBNJ) Agreement to the United Nations, calling it a significant step in
strengthening the country’s commitment to ocean protection, climate action, and rules-based
international order.

PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY

DENR, Palayan LGU build green linear park to help restore Manila Bay
By: Maria Asumpta Estefanie C. Reyes

As part of efforts to rehabilitate Manila Bay, the Department of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR), together with the city government of Palayan, has begun constructing the
San Lorenzo Green Linear Park in Barangay Atate, Palayan City, Nueva Ecija.

PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY

PH bats f i N les | ord UNGA 80

By: Ma. Teresa Montemayor

The Philippines reaffirmed its commitment to peace, sustainable development, and a
rules-based international order as Foreign Affairs Secretary Ma. Theresa Lazaro delivered the
country’s national statement during the 80th session of the United Nations General Assembly
(UNGA) General Debate at the UN headquarters in New York.

THE PHILIPPINE STAR

LPA looms, may become tropical depression
By: Ghio Ong

A potential low pressure area (LPA) east of the country may intensify into a tropical cyclone by
Thursday, the state weather bureau warned.


https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2115794/legarda-high-seas-treaty-ratification-a-victory-for-climate-sovereignty
https://pia.gov.ph/news/luzon/cl/denr-palayan-lgu-build-green-linear-park-to-help-restore-manila-bay/
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1259835
https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2025/09/30/2476398/lpa-looms-may-become-tropical-depression

CCC IN THE NEWS:
GMA NEWS

30% of PH coastal LGUs may be submerged by 2050 — Climate Change Commission
By: Jiselle Casucian

Nearly a third of the Philippines' local government units at coastal areas may be submerged by
2050, even if current targets for global warming temperatures are achieved, the Climate Change

Commission (CCC) said Wednesday.

MANILA BULLETIN

Kapihan sa Manila Hotel: PH to host Miss Environment International 2025 in November
By: Robert Requintina

The Philippines is set to unveil the glitz and glamour of the Miss Environment International 2025
beauty pageant, scheduled to take place this November.

THE DAILY CHRONICLE

Phl to | 3rd Miss Envi Int'l this N I
By: Tracy Cabrera

A panel discussion at the Kapihan sa Manila Hotel featuring various speakers, including three
women and two men, discussing the Miss Environment International beauty pageant and

environmental advocacy.
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https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/scitech/science/960140/30pct-ph-coastal-areas-may-be-underwater-by-2050-climate-change-commission/story/
https://mb.com.ph/2025/09/30/kapihan-sa-manila-hotel-ph-to-host-miss-environment-international-2025-in-november
https://thechronicle.com.ph/phl-to-host-3rd-miss-environment-intl-this-november/

MINDA NEWS

Changing climate threatens seaweed farming in Sulu
By: Julianne Suarez

In the southernmost parts of the Philippines, between the Celebes and Sulu Seas, lies the
archipelagic province of Sulu. This part of the country, which stretches from the Zamboanga
Peninsula to the eastern shores of Sabah, Malaysia, has long grappled with armed conflict that
threatens the locals’ safety and livelihood.

But there is another crisis that is largely overlooked, one that has far greater long-term effects
on the economic and environmental stability for residents of Sulu.

A twenty-minute outrigger boat ride from Jolo, Sulu’s capital, will get you to Panglima Tahil, a
beautiful island town with a primarily sea-borne culture.

Shernalyn Sapsapan, 27, a local resident, has been counting on farming seaweeds as her
family’s main source of income for a decade now.

She didn’t choose to become a seaweed farmer. It was a livelihood passed on to her by her
mother-in-law when she married and moved from Jolo to Panglima Tahil 10 years ago.

Since then, things haven’t been the same.

“Things didn’t use to be like this. We're having a hard time now because of the climate,” she
said, tears forming in the corner of her eyes.

The skies were starting to turn grey, signaling a heavy downpour. But that didn’t hinder
Shernalyn from checking on the rows of seaweed lines that provide food for her three young
kids.

“We really can’t find any other source of livelihood except seaweed farming. Even my husband
wants to go out to sea fishing, but he doesn’t have the means. Why? Because we can'’t afford to
buy a boat,” she said.

Besides, it is also more practical for Shernalyn to work mainly as a seaweed farmer because
she lives just a few steps away from the coastline.

Just like many other women in their community, seaweed farming has become their primary
source of income as it allows them to care for their children while working along the coast. It
also entails a lower startup cost compared to fishing, where you would need a boat and other
equipment.


https://mindanews.com/feature/2025/09/changing-climate-threatens-seaweed-farming-in-sulu/

Seaweed farming is among the backbones of the country’s fisheries economy, with over 1
million Filipinos involved in and benefiting from seaweed farming, according to the Bureau of
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources.

According to People in Need (PIN), a nonprofit organization, seaweed comprises nearly 70% of
the total aquaculture production in the country. The Philippine Seaweed Industry Roadmap of
the Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources states that seaweeds consistently ranked as
one of the top three fisheries exports.

In fact, the Philippines is a key player in the global scene. The country was the fourth biggest
exporter of seaweed in the world in 2019, after China, Indonesia, and South Korea.

Locally, Sulu is one of the major producers of the country’s seaweeds, along with Tawi-tawi in
the Bangsamoro Autonomous Region for Muslim Mindanao (BARMM). The other regions are
Mindoro, Marinduque, Romblon, and Palawan (MIMAROPA) and Zamboanga Peninsula
(Philippine Fisheries Profile).

Economic Impacts of the Changing Climate

As Shernalyn tried to sort and discard the ones that didn’t look healthy, she couldn’t help but get
disappointed. She explained that despite her effort to reach optimum harvest within 45 days of
planting, there’s just a lot of damage due to “ice-ice” disease, a bacterial infection that has
become increasingly common as sea temperatures rise due to climate change.

“There’s not much to harvest anymore. We plant a lot, but when our seaweed gets damaged, it
really gets ruined. When we come to check, we remove what'’s left. Because it’s already turning
white from bleaching.”

“We try to save them by drying them out. Whatever little we earn, we use it to buy seedlings
again, after setting aside the money we need for household expenses.”

The changing climate, among other factors, is contributing to the decline of the value of
seaweed in the country.

“We earned more before than now. Because the climate was better then. More favorable,”
Shernalyn said.

Data from People in Need (PIN) showed that the farmgate prices of raw dried seaweeds have
reached as high as Php 200 per kg in the province in 2021, but declined to Php 80 per kg in
2022. In the late months of 2023, it saw its lowest decrease to Php 45 per kg.

The demand for seaweed goes beyond economic concerns. With the rising global temperature
shaping the world around us, more and more resources are being studied to curb the effects of
the changing climate, and one of which is seaweeds. In the USA, researchers at the University



of California, Davis showed that a bit of seaweed in cattle feed could reduce methane emissions
from beef cattle as much as 82 percent.

However, concerns like this are not as important for someone like Shernalyn, whose income
goes as low as 100 Php in a day. To her, climate change is beyond our control and rather than
focus on global climate mitigation efforts, she chooses instead to keep her eyes on just
surviving.

“What | want is for our materials to be provided. And our seedlings, too. Because we can’t
control the climate. We can’t control that. It doesn’t come from us. But | would like our materials
to be provided so we can buy seedlings,” she said.

These challenges facing seaweed farmers underscore the urgent need for coordinated action
between government agencies and stakeholders to build community resilience. Climate change
impacts hit coastal communities particularly hard, making inclusive adaptation strategies
essential for long-term sustainability.

While NGOs like People in Need have begun addressing these challenges through targeted
support programs for seaweed farmers in the Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim
Mindanao (BARMM), there is still a lot that needs to be done.

Tides of Hope and Resilience

As Shernalyn continues to tie the strands of seaweeds back to the lines, hope is beaming in her
eyes.

Her struggles mirror those of many coastal farmers in the Philippines, as climate change has
become their daily battle.

While individual farmers cannot single-handedly combat global climate patterns, research
shows that strategic interventions can make a significant difference. These include developing
disease-resistant seaweed varieties, implementing improved cultivation techniques, and
establishing comprehensive climate resilience programs.

Such measures offer a pathway to safeguarding this crucial industry while supporting the
communities that depend on it.

And when women seaweed farmers like Shernalyn are no longer just focused on day-to-day
survival, they will become a part of a whole that, as one, can do something to sustain traditions
and livelihoods and carry on.



PAMPANGA NEWS NOW

DENR steps up reforestation with 5K seedlings in Central Luzon

In an effort to advance greening and reforestation initiatives, the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR) distributed 5,000 seedlings across Central Luzon.

Among the beneficiaries were various communities that received seedlings intended for
reforestation and livelihood.

These included Molave and Ipil for reforestation and urban greening, as well as Guyabano and
Mulberry for agroforestry and income-generating purposes, with the DENR urging the public to
actively take part in greening and reforestation initiatives.

DENR Regional Executive Director Ralph Pablo said the seedling distribution serves as a
concrete way of connecting environmental protection with community development.

“‘By providing native tree species, the DENR aims to restore degraded lands, enhance
biodiversity, improve air quality, and create more livable and climate-resilient communities,”
Pablo said.

He emphasized that sustaining such efforts requires strong community participation, with the
DENR ensuring the availability of quality planting materials through its regional and field offices.

The agency is also working closely with local government units, people’s organizations, and
other stakeholders to guarantee that tree-growing activities are not only implemented but
maintained over time.

“Together with our field offices, we remain steadfast in supporting communities by expanding
access to quality seedlings and building stronger partnerships. Our shared goal is to create
greener, healthier, and more resilient communities for the next generations,” Pablo added.

Through its seedling distribution program, the DENR encourages beneficiaries and partners to
contribute to the Bagong Pilipinas vision for environmental sustainability and climate-resilient
communities, underscoring how tree planting directly improves both the environment and
people’s quality of life.


https://pampanganewsnow.com/denr-steps-up-reforestation-with-5k-seedlings-in-central-luzon/

PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER

Legarda: High seas treaty ratification a victory for climate sovereignty
By: Jan Escosio

Senator Loren Legarda hailed the Philippines’ official deposit of the Biodiversity Beyond
National Jurisdiction (BBNJ) Agreement to the United Nations, calling it a significant step in
strengthening the country’s commitment to ocean protection, climate action, and rules-based
international order.

“This is a once-in-a-generation chance to shape the governance of the High Seas. For an
archipelagic state like the Philippines, the stakes could not be higher.” Legarda said.

The BBNJ Agreement is the first legally binding international treaty dedicated to the protection
of marine biodiversity in the High Seas. The treaty builds on the UN Convention on the Law of
the Sea (UNCLOS), often referred to as the “constitution for the seas.”

Legarda, as a long-time advocate of environmental protection and climate action, co-sponsored
the Senate resolution that concurred in the ratification of this Agreement, which the Philippine
Senate unanimously approved on September 17, 2025.

The President ratified the agreement on June 18, 2024. On September 23, 2025, the Philippines
formally deposited its instrument of ratification at the UN Headquarters in New York, where
Foreign Affairs Secretary Theresa Lazaro handed over the documents during a high-level
diplomatic ceremony.

The treaty officially reached 60 needed accessions this week, signifying its entry into force after
two decades of negotiations.

In her speech, Legarda highlighted the ecological, economic, and strategic importance of the
High Seas.

“These boundless waters are inseparably tied to the health of all seas, including our own coasts.
Once dismissed as barren, the High Seas are now recognized as one of the greatest reservoirs
of biodiversity on Earth. They are a treasure trove of marine life, sustain livelihoods, secure our
food supply, and anchor the balance of life itself.” Legarda explained.

Legarda further emphasized that the treaty will directly benefit the Philippines by protecting
migratory fish that are essential for local fisheries, improving food security, and allowing Filipino
scientists to join global research expeditions.

“Through capacity building and technology transfer, the Philippines can become a regional hub
for marine science, capable of exploring our deep-sea frontiers and protecting our national
heritage,” Legarda said.


https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2115794/legarda-high-seas-treaty-ratification-a-victory-for-climate-sovereignty

With the treaty now in effect, Legarda urged the Philippines to actively participate when the
crucial first Conference of the Parties is convened.

“It is vital that the voices of over 112 million Filipinos be present and heard,” Legarda concluded.



PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY

DENR, Palayan LGU build green linear park to help restore Manila Bay
By: Maria Asumpta Estefanie C. Reyes

As part of efforts to rehabilitate Manila Bay, the Department of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR), together with the city government of Palayan, has begun constructing the
San Lorenzo Green Linear Park in Barangay Atate, Palayan City, Nueva Ecija.

The 608-square-meter project, located along San Lorenzo Creek, aims to restore river
easement zones that were previously affected by illegally built structures.

DENR Nueva Ecija Provincial Head Gerundio Fernandez explained that the initiative forms part
of broader efforts to rehabilitate Manila Bay by strengthening the river’s natural ecosystem and
addressing long-standing challenges in easement management.

“This initiative demonstrates how rehabilitation and development can go hand in hand. By
recovering river easement areas, we are protecting our waterways, promoting biodiversity
conservation, and creating safe, sustainable spaces for community recreation,” he added.

DENR Regional Executive Director Ralph Pablo emphasized the importance of working with
local government units and communities to ensure the success of the Manila Bay rehabilitation
program.

“This linear park is more than an infrastructure project. It is a shared investment in
environmental stewardship and community well-being. Through such initiatives, we are
transforming degraded easement areas into vibrant public spaces that foster resilience,
sustainability, and quality of life for our people,” he stated.

Nueva Ecija is strategically located within the upstream stretch of the Pampanga River, which
ultimately drains into Manila Bay.

As of September 16, DENR has deployed 100 River Rangers to conduct regular cleanup along

waterways and installed trash traps in Cabanatuan City, Science City of Mufioz, and the
municipalities of Aliaga, Rizal, Talavera, and San Antonio.
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https://pia.gov.ph/news/luzon/cl/denr-palayan-lgu-build-green-linear-park-to-help-restore-manila-bay/

PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY

PH bats for peace. climate justice. rules-based order at UNGA 80
By: Ma. Teresa Montemayor

The Philippines reaffirmed its commitment to peace, sustainable development, and a
rules-based international order as Foreign Affairs Secretary Ma. Theresa Lazaro delivered the
country’s national statement during the 80th session of the United Nations General Assembly
(UNGA) General Debate at the UN headquarters in New York.

In her address, Lazaro invoked the legacy of former Philippine diplomat General Carlos P.
Romulo, who hailed the UN Charter as an achievement for all humanity at the San Francisco
Conference in 1945.

“Our faith in the UN Charter endures, as the international community celebrates the 80th
anniversary of the United Nations,” she said.

Lazaro stressed the urgent need to resolve ongoing conflicts, calling for an end to the violence
in Gaza through lasting ceasefires, restored humanitarian access, and renewed efforts toward a
two-state solution.

She also pressed for peace in Ukraine, emphasizing respect for its sovereignty and territorial
integrity, and highlighted humanitarian crises in Sudan, Syria, Afghanistan, and elsewhere.

The Philippines, she noted, is seeking a non-permanent seat in the UN Security Council for
2027-2028 to contribute to peace and security, drawing on its own peacebuilding experience in
Mindanao.

“Beyond stopping hostilities, peace is a just order, with individuals flourishing in dignity at its
center,” Lazaro said, citing the success of the Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim
Mindanao.

Reforms in global financing systems that perpetuate debt burdens and inequalities, especially
for climate-vulnerable countries are needed, she said.

She urged developed nations and multilateral development banks to fulfill their climate finance
commitments.

Lazaro also announced the Philippines’ ratification of the Agreement on the Conservation and
Sustainable Use of Marine Biological Diversity of Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction (BBNJ),
reinforcing the country’s adherence to the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).

Her statement also highlighted the contributions of Filipino migrants, particularly 1.9 million

seafarers who support global maritime trade, and called for stronger protection of migrant rights.
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https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1259835

On technology, she acknowledged the potential of artificial intelligence but warned against its
risks, urging safeguards to prevent misuse.

She reaffirmed the Philippines’ commitment to human rights, climate diplomacy, pandemic
response, and peacekeeping, recalling the country’s long history of engagement in UN

missions.

Addressing maritime disputes, Lazaro reiterated that the Philippines remains committed to
UNCLOS and the 2016 Arbitral Award on the South China Sea.

She condemned “illegal, coercive, aggressive, and dangerous actions” in Philippine waters but
emphasized that Manila continues to pursue diplomacy and peaceful settlement of disputes.

Concluding her statement, Lazaro echoed Romulo’s words at the first UNGA in 1945, affirming
the Philippines’ shared destiny with the international community.
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THE PHILIPPINE STAR

LPA looms. may become tropical depression
By: Ghio Ong

A potential low pressure area (LPA) east of the country may intensify into a tropical cyclone by
Thursday, the state weather bureau warned.

In its advisory yesterday, the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services
Administration (PAGASA) said that if the LPA develops into a tropical depression, it will be
named Paolo and could traverse Luzon.

Despite the forecast, PAGASA clarified that as of now, there are no existing LPAs or southwest
monsoon systems directly affecting the country.

As of 4 p.m. yesterday, easterly winds are forecast to remain the prevailing weather system.

PAGASA said the entire country may experience partly cloudy to cloudy skies with isolated
rainshowers and thunderstorms due to the easterlies.

Easterly winds will be light to moderate and may bring hot and humid conditions during the day
and could result in localized thunderstorms by late afternoon or evening.

Coastal waters, meanwhile, will have slight to moderate conditions, with wave heights reaching
up to 2.1 meters. ?Based on PAGASA's extended weather outlook, generally fair weather with
isolated thunderstorms is expected in most parts of the country until Oct. 3.

Areas such as Metro Manila, Laoag City, Baguio City, the Clark Zone, Olongapo, Tagaytay City,
Lipa City, Legazpi City, Puerto Princesa City, the Kalayaan Group of Islands, Bacolod City, lloilo
City, Metro Cebu, Tacloban City, Cagayan de Oro City, Valencia City, Metro Davao and
Zamboanga City may experience this pattern.

Tuguegarao City, on the other hand, is forecast to see cloudy skies with rainshowers and/or

thunderstorms on Oct. 2 and 3, possibly influenced by the developing weather disturbance off
the country’s eastern seaboard.
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https://www.philstar.com/headlines/2025/09/30/2476398/lpa-looms-may-become-tropical-depression

CCC IN THE NEWS:
GMA NEWS

30% of PH coastal LGUs may be submerged by 2050 — Climate Change Commission
By: Jiselle Casucian

Nearly a third of the Philippines' local government units at coastal areas may be submerged by
2050, even if current targets for global warming temperatures are achieved, the Climate Change
Commission (CCC) said Wednesday.

Under the Paris Agreement, countries have agreed to reduce global greenhouse emissions and
keep the global average surface temperature to below 2 degrees Celsius, and strive to limit it to
1.5 degrees Celsius.

However, CCC Commissioner Albert dela Cruz Sr. said that even if the 1.5-degree Celsius
temperature goal is reached, this would still submerge 10% of the Philippine coastal LGUs by
2030, and 30% by 2050.

"Sixty percent ng mga local government natin nasa coastal area, at [sa] 60% na 'yan, 30% po
ang lulubog... This is [by] 2050, pero it can be earlier. If [global warming] will breach 2°C, mas
malala po diyan," Dela Cruz told reporters at the Kapihan sa Manila Bay.

(Sixty percent of our local governments are located at coastal areas. Of this 60%, 30% will be
underwater... This is [by] 2050, but it can be earlier. If [global warming] will breach 2°C, it may
be worse.)

During the event, the CCC showed a prediction map indicating that a 1.5-degree Celsius
scenario would leave multiple areas in Bulacan, Pampanga, and some parts of Metro Manila
underwater.

Dela Cruz said the commission is now working with the private sector to calculate emissions
that would help ease the effects of global warming.

He also noted that it was possible to mitigate the effects of global warming with the help of
engineering and key government policies.

"We have to look into kung papaano 'yung interplay between corruption ang climate change.
Totoong may pagbabago ng klima, [but] this is one of the characteristics of a living planet, 'yung
pagbabago. The only thing na problema is the abnormality of the speed. That is why we are
campaigning for adaptation," he said.

(We have to look into how the interplay between corruption and climate change works. It's true
that there is a change in climates, [but] change is one of the characteristics of a living planet.
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https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/scitech/science/960140/30pct-ph-coastal-areas-may-be-underwater-by-2050-climate-change-commission/story/

The only problem is the abnormality of the speed. That is why we are campaigning for
adaptation.)

"We need to fit in, kailangan makapagangkop tayo sa nagbabagong klima or else magkakaroon
ng problema sa survival of the fittest. The weakest link ay ang tao. Siya ang di makapag-adapt
kaagad," he added.

(We need to fit in, we need to adapt to the change in climates or else there will be a problem
with survival of the fittest. Humans are the weakest link. We are the ones that are unable to
immediately adapt.)

In a report by United Nations, the effects of climate change worldwide would include hotter

temperatures, more severe storms, increased drought, rising oceans, loss of species, lack of
food, health risks, poverty, and displacement.
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MANILA BULLETIN

Kapihan sa Manila Hotel: PH to host Miss Environment International 2025 in November
By: Robert Requintina

The Philippines is set to unveil the glitz and glamour of the Miss Environment International 2025
beauty pageant, scheduled to take place this November.

The enchanting event promises to be a spectacular showcase of grace and advocacy, drawing
participants from around the globe to celebrate both beauty and the urgent need for
environmental stewardship.

This was announced by Mache Torres-Ackerman, ambassador of the National Climate Change
Commission, during the Kapihan sa Manila Hotel forum held recently. Also at the same event
were CCC Commissioner Albert P. Dela Cruz Sr., former Senator Joey Lina, and Manila Bulletin
Publisher Sonny Coloma.

"The Miss Environment International 2025 beauty pageant will be held on Nov. 14. We are very
proud to be staging the pageant in partnership with the Climate Change Commission (CCC), the
United Nations, and other organizations. Mayor Isko Moreno will be one of our co-presenters,"
said Mache during an interview at the hotel's Roma Salon.

Around 45 candidates from around the world will compete in the contest. Mutya ng Pilipinas
Environment International 2025 Arianna Charlize Pantaleon will represent the country in the
competition.

"This pageant is not just about beauty. It's advocacy in action. We are more for action. Since it's
about the environment and climate change, we are solar-powered. We are out there on the
streets doing something for the environment. We are conducting awareness programs. We
discuss the current events that we need to be aware of. For one week, the candidates will
experience activities with the commission," Mache also said.

Ready for pageant

Arianna said that she's excited for the pageant and to meet her sisters in the competition.

"I'm excited. | have been preparing ever since Mutya ng Pilipinas gave me the title, and it's an
amazing opportunity. I'm thankful, and I'm looking forward to the pageant," the Filipino-Canadian
beauty queen said.

Arianna, 22, is an advocate for the protection of the environment, sustainability, and now climate
change, as well as against domestic violence.

Asked about her simple activities to protect the environment, Arianna said, "For our generation,
understanding climate change is crucial. For the simple things, one thing | can do is recycle my
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clothes. | also walk to many places. | live in Taguig, so it's easy for me to access many places
without needing to take a Grab or drive everywhere. Walking is one way to help preserve our
environment."

Arianna also believes that beauty pageants remain relevant because many beauty queens are
actively involved in their communities, raising awareness about various issues and constantly
contributing to environmental causes.

Born and raised in Canada, Arianna has a degree in public speaking and communications.
"Now, | am in the Philippines, pursuing my dream of becoming a beauty queen and using my
voice to spread awareness about the causes | advocate for."

Back-to-back victory?

Mutya ng Pilipinas President Cory Quirino shared her excitement about staging the Miss
Environment International 2025 in Manila.

"When Mache Torres decided to hold Miss Environment International in the Philippines, | was
very happy. She would take it to the next level.

"It's about time for the world to have a pageant that embraces the environment seriously and
passionately. This is the start. We are pleased that Arianna Pantaleon, our Mutya ng Pilipinas
Environment International, will represent the Philippines in the pageant in November," Cory
added.

Should Arianna win, it's going to be a back-to-back victory for the Philippines. "It's been done in
other pageants, why not this year?"

Cory said there will be a swimsuit competition, but it's nature-based and environmentally
friendly.

Personal advocacy

Cory revealed that she was supposed to have retired from the pageant world a few years ago,
but postponed it.

"l have planned to retire in 2016 after Miss World. To win a crown as prestigious as Miss World,
it took a lot of my energy. | put my all into it. Since we almost won the crown in 2016, with
Catriona Gray, | just felt that it was time for me to relax and rest, but | was rather pleased when
Catriona won Miss Universe.

"That time | was in retirement. So, when | was offered the opportunity to be the president of

Mutya ng Pilipinas, | actually said no. But when the chairman said to me, 'How can you say no
to the ladies who need to be discovered and trained by you?' That | could not say no to.
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"So it's a personal advocacy to help Filipinas be discovered, to have a big break in life, and to
be a positive influence in their lives eventually. That's why I'm back in beauty pageants," Cory
said.

Cory also believes there is hope for the Miss Environment International 2025 beauty pageant
because the CCC and other local groups have taken an interest in it. She also admired the girls
who were competing in pageants.

"The girls in pageants these days are vigilant and aware. They want to do something with their
lives. It has to be something relevant and credible. They want to be real. You can see that
pageants have become increasingly reality-based in recent years. This is the way to go. This is
not a journey for the crown but also a journey towards one's individuality, position, and purpose
in life.

"Pageantry has now become competitive. You have to prepare. If you feel ready and want to
pursue a pageant, consider joining one. But if you're half-hearted about it, you're not prepared,"
Cory also said.

Cory also shared her message to pageant fans who have been supportive of her. "You know
me. | don't do anything without a 100 percent commitment of my heart. Be sure that whatever |
do, it's not just for me, but also for you. To give your life more meaning and entertainment.
Whatever | handle, | handle it 101 percent."

18



THE DAILY CHRONICLE

Phl to host 3rd Miss Environment Int’l this November
By: Tracy Cabrera

A panel discussion at the Kapihan sa Manila Hotel featuring various speakers, including three
women and two men, discussing the Miss Environment International beauty pageant and
environmental advocacy.

Real estate entrepreneur ‘Mache’ Torres-Ackerman (second from left) with Climate Change
Commissioner Albert Dela Cruz Sr. (center), television host Cory Quirino (second from right)
and Kapihan sa Manila Hotel forum hosts former senator Joey Lina (extreme left) and Manila
Bulletin publisher Sonny Coloma.

Setting aside the hullabaloo over the flood control scandals in the House and Senate, let’s shift
our attention to the beauty around us and good fortune we have as the Philippines will play host
to the third edition of the Miss Environment International beauty pageant in its third year and
scheduled on November 24, 2025.

This was announced at the Kapihan sa Manila media forum by the pageant’s host organizer
Marichelle ‘Mache’ Torres-Ackerman, who thanked the endorsement of the Climate Change
Commission with the cooperation of the Rotary Club of Makati Business District (Rotary
International District 3830).

As a well-known philanthropist and real estate entrepreneur, Ms. Torre’s-Ackerman of founded
the Triumphus Estates Incorporated and is an Ambassador and consultant of the Climate
Change Commission.

She is also known as an international author, certified hypnotherapist and transformational life
coach who has helped women to be empowered through leadership, advocacy and community
development.

Focusing on the Miss Environment International (MEI) pageant, Torres-Ackerman disclosed that
the competition is not only about physical beauty and intellect but rather merges both attributes
to elegance and grace with the urgent need for environmental advocacy.

One of the highlights in this year’s MEI will be the Annual Green Gala Awards and Sustainable
Fashion Show which gives recognizes environmental champions and recognition to
corporations, organizations and individuals who have demonstrated exceptional commitment
and dedication to environmental sustainability.

Accordingly, this prestigious event honors environmental warriors for their outstanding
contribution towards creating a cleaner, greener and more sustainable world. On the other hand,
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the Sustainable Fashion will feature the dresses brought by MEI delegates that showcase
fashion created with the use of recycled materials from their respective country.

MEI delegates will likewise model the dresses created by our own Filipino fashion designers
who are passionate in promoting sustainable fashion, using bamboo and pifia textile produced
in the country through the efforts of the Department of Science and Technology-Philippine
Textile Research Institute (DOST-PTRI).

KAPIHAN SA MANILA HOTEL

=END=
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