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COP30 urged to link climate justice with reparations for historical crimes
[Opinion] Environmental health and sustainability
UNESCO designates 26 new biosphere reserves amid biodiversity challenges and
climate change

e A SOJOURNER’S VIEW: The urgency to combat climate change and to fight for climate
justice
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Climate Change Budget Slammed: Less Than 0.5% For Environment, P360B For Flood
Control
[OPINION] Flood control latest sign of government ‘greenwashing’
Gatchalian Pushes CCC to Track Greenhouse Gas Emissions to Mitigate Climate
Change Impact, Improve Flood Control

e Flood control takes nearly half of DPWH’s P754-B climate-tagged funds — CCC

AL JAZEERA

COP30 urged to link climate justice with reparations for historical crimes
By: Lyndal Rowlands

Hundreds of environmental and human rights groups and activists have penned a letter urging
the upcoming UN climate conference, COP30, in Brazil to place justice and reparations for
people unfairly affected by the climate crisis, colonialism and slavery at the centre of talks.

BUSINESS WORLD

Environmental health and sustainability
By: Teodoro B. Padilla

Every Sept. 26, the world observes World Environmental Health Day, a reminder that a healthy
environment is inseparable from public health. The occasion highlights the urgent need to
address environmental risks that threaten communities and to promote actions that safeguard
both people and the planet.
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MANILA BULLETIN

UNESCO designates 26 new biosphere reserves amid biodiversity challenges and climate

change
By: Tammy Webber

An Indonesian archipelago that's home to three-fourths of Earth's coral species, a stretch of
Icelandic coast with 70% of the country's plant life and an area along Angola's Atlantic coast
featuring savannahs, forests and estuaries are among 26 new UNESCO-designated biosphere
reserves.

MINDA NEWS

A SOJOURNER'’S VIEW: The urgency to combat climate change and to fight for climate
justice
By: Karl M. Gaspar

These days, there is no more denying of the tragic consequences of climate change!

In a recent report of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC),
the message is very clear for the whole of humanity: “Climate Change is the defining issue of
our time, and we are at a defining moment. From shifting weather patterns that threaten food
production, to rising sea levels that increase the risk of catastrophic flooding, the impacts of
climate change are global in scope and unprecedented in scale.”

CCC IN THE NEWS:

DAILY TRIBUNE

From plate to planet: We all must act on food loss and waste
By: Secretary Robert EA Borje

Food sustains life. It is at the heart of every Filipino home and community. Yet behind every
meal prepared and served lies a troubling contradiction: millions of our kababayan struggle with
hunger while tons of edible food are lost or wasted each day.

RAPPLER

[OPINION] Flood control latest sign of government ‘greenwashing’
By: John Leo C. algo

Today marks the 16th anniversary of Tropical Storm Ondoy, which, in many ways, first opened
the eyes of the Filipino nation to the reality of the climate crisis.
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POLITIKO

Climate Change Budget Slammed: Less Than 0.5% For Environment, P360B For Flood
Control

By: Billy Begas

The Climate Change Commission has tagged a total of P360 billion worth of flood control
projects under the Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH) this year.

THE MANILA TIMES

Gatchalian Pushes CCC to Track Greenhouse Gas Emissions to Mitigate Climate Change
Impact, Improve Flood Control

Senator Win Gatchalian urged the Climate Change Commission (CCC) to track greenhouse gas
emissions to mitigate the impact of climate change and improve the country’s flood control
program.

THE PHILIPPINE STAR

Flood control takes nearly half of DPWH’s P754-B climate-tagged funds — CCC
By: Dominique Nicole Flores

Nearly half of the P754 billion in climate-tagged funds of the Department of Public Works and
Highways (DPWH) was spent on flood control projects, according to the Climate Change

Commission (CCC).
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AL JAZEERA

COP30 urged to link climate justice with reparations for historical crimes
By: Lyndal Rowlands

Hundreds of environmental and human rights groups and activists have penned a letter urging
the upcoming UN climate conference, COP30, in Brazil to place justice and reparations for
people unfairly affected by the climate crisis, colonialism and slavery at the centre of talks.

The signatories, which include Brazil’'s Instituto Luiz Gama and the Caribbean Pan African
Network (CPAN), urged organisers on Friday to “centre the voices of Africans, people of African
descent and Indigenous Peoples” at the upcoming meeting in Maloca, in the Brazilian Amazon,
from November 10 to 21 this year.

Rich countries agreed to help poorer countries adapt to the growing climate crisis under an
agreement reached at COP talks in Paris in 2015, but commitments lag significantly behind the
$1.3 trillion developing countries say is needed to pay for loss and damage caused by
increasingly extreme weather.

Negotiators at last year's COP29 in Baku, Azerbaijan agreed to set a target of $300bn in Loss
and Damage financing to help developing nations adapt to climate change.

That figure was an increase from a previous $100bn pledge from rich countries, but was still
$200bn less than the amount 134 developing countries were calling for at last year’'s COP
meeting.

The latest push for reparations comes as countries around the world continue to face
increasingly frequent severe weather events.

Countries are struggling to meet the costs of climate change, including Pakistan, which is
grappling with flooding again this year following extreme floods that caused some $14.8bn worth
of damage and $15.2bn of economic losses in 2022. They pushed some nine million people into
poverty, according to the Climate Rate Index report.

Recent research from European organisations and the European Central Bank has also found
that climate change is already driving spikes in food prices, including recent price hikes for
Brazilian coffee and Ghanaian cocoa.

Other signatories to the letter addressing COP organisers include the Global Afro-descendant
Climate Collaboration for Climate Justice, Ugandan youth climate organisation Resilient 40, the
Emancipation Support Committee of Trinidad and Tobago and the HBCU Green Fund in the
United States.


https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/9/27/cop30-urged-to-link-climate-justice-with-reparations-for-historical-crimes

Colombia’s environment minister has also backed the letter, which will be sent to the Brazilian
government and the United Nations next week.

Centuries-old demands for reparations over colonial exploitation and slavery have been gaining
renewed momentum worldwide, but the backlash against them has also been growing, with
critics saying modern states and institutions should not pay or make other amends for historical
wrongs.

Anielle Franco, Brazil's minister of racial equality, told the Reuters news agency last year that
the wrongs of the past had long gone unrecognised by those in power, and that reparations
were about “building a more dignified future”.



BUSINESS WORLD

Environmental health and sustainability
By: Teodoro B. Padilla

Every Sept. 26, the world observes World Environmental Health Day, a reminder that a healthy
environment is inseparable from public health. The occasion highlights the urgent need to
address environmental risks that threaten communities and to promote actions that safeguard
both people and the planet.

One of the most pressing challenges is plastic pollution, which harms human health across its
entire lifecycle — from resource extraction and production, to use, and finally disposal.
Mismanaged plastics contaminate ecosystems, worsen climate change, and jeopardize the
systems that sustain well-being. Yet plastics remain indispensable in many areas of modern life,
including healthcare, where they help ensure sterility, patient safety, and access to lifesaving
medicines. Balancing these trade-offs requires science-based, evidence-informed approaches
that protect health, maintain safety, and accelerate progress toward more sustainable solutions.

The innovative pharmaceutical industry has been proactively addressing its environmental
footprint by adopting greener practices. Several companies are reducing plastic waste through
recyclable and biodegradable packaging materials, while others are investing in green chemistry
and continuous manufacturing to minimize environmental impact throughout the supply chain.

AstraZeneca, for example, redesigned its clinical trial packaging distribution system. Previously,
bulky thermal boxes, each weighing 15 kilograms, were discarded after a single use. By working
with a distribution partner to create a returns process, and even adding simple prompts like
brightly colored instructions, AstraZeneca achieved a 98% packaging return rate across 35
countries. The result was that the reduced waste was equivalent to the weight of a Boeing 747
jumbo jet.

Meanwhile, Sanofi introduced a plastic-free influenza vaccine package made entirely of
cardboard. The new design halves box size, optimizes storage, and cuts transportation needs
by 30%. It also reduces the carbon footprint per box by 50% and lowers overall environmental
impact by up to 50%.

Boehringer Ingelheim, guided by patient feedback, developed a reusable asthma inhaler that
can accommodate up to six medication cartridges. The inhaler is propellant-free, producing 20
times fewer CO: emissions than conventional inhalers. By 2025, it is projected to prevent 776
tons of plastic waste or equivalent to over 77 million PET bottles and 14,300 tons of CO:
emissions.

Also, GSK pioneered the UK's first inhaler recycling program, “Complete the Cycle.” With more
than 70 million inhalers prescribed annually in the UK, improper disposal posed serious
environmental risks. By 2019, the scheme had already collected 2 million inhalers, while
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sparking broader conversations on creating a nationwide return system. Its success showed
that patients, pharmacists, and healthcare providers can collaborate to reduce waste and
greenhouse gases.

Novo Nordisk launched Returpen, a multistakeholder collaboration with Sanofi, Lilly, Merck, the
Danish government, patient groups, and waste-management partners. The initiative tackles the
challenge of recycling millions of injection pens used worldwide each year. Beyond recycling,
Returpen is working to create an integrated, user-friendly solution for handling different types of
medical waste, while ensuring compliance and sustainability across the supply chain.

These initiatives demonstrate that innovation in healthcare is not limited to new treatments. It
also extends to how medicines are packaged, delivered, and disposed of, with sustainability at
the core.

The industry is also engaged at the policy level. The International Federation of Pharmaceutical
Manufacturers and Associations (IFPMA) represents the research-based sector in the
Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee (INC), which is drafting a global plastics treaty.
Adopted by the United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA) in 2022, this proposed legally
binding agreement aims to end plastic pollution by addressing its full lifecycle — from production
to disposal. It seeks to protect health and ecosystems by promoting sustainable alternatives and
fostering circular economies.

The pharmaceutical industry supports this treaty as a harmonized, global approach that
balances environmental stewardship with patient safety. Companies are investing in greener
products, sustainable production, and responsible distribution practices to deliver medical
innovation in ways that are both effective and environmentally sound.

Protecting environmental health is inseparable from protecting human health. As these industry
efforts show, progress depends on partnerships across governments, businesses, healthcare
providers, and communities. By rethinking how products are designed, used, and recycled, it is
possible to reduce waste, lower emissions, and build more sustainable health systems.

As the world confronts climate change and environmental degradation, the challenge is clear
that safeguarding health requires safeguarding the environment. The pharmaceutical industry is
committed to being part of this journey, helping ensure that the treatments and technologies
people depend on today do not compromise the well-being of future generations.

Teodoro B. Padilla is the executive director of Pharmaceutical and Healthcare Association of the
Philippines, which represents the biopharmaceutical medicines and vaccines industry in the
country. Its members are at the forefront of developing, investing and delivering innovative
medicines, vaccines and diagnostics for Filipinos to live healthier and more productive lives.
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UNESCO designates 26 new biosphere reserves amid biodiversity challenges and climate

change
By: Tammy Webber

An Indonesian archipelago that's home to three-fourths of Earth's coral species, a stretch of
Icelandic coast with 70% of the country's plant life and an area along Angola's Atlantic coast
featuring savannahs, forests and estuaries are among 26 new UNESCO-designated biosphere
reserves.

The United Nations cultural agency says the reserves — 785 sites in 142 countries, designated
since 1971 — are home to some of the planet's richest and most fragile ecosystems. But
biosphere reserves encompass more than strictly protected nature reserves; they're expanded
to include areas where people live and work, and the designation requires that scientists,
residents and government officials work together to balance conservation and research with
local economic and cultural needs.

"The concept of biosphere reserves is that biodiversity conservation is a pillar of socioeconomic
development" and can contribute to the economy, said Antdnio Abreu, head of the program,
adding that conflict and misunderstanding can result if local communities are left out of
decision-making and planning.

The new reserves, in 21 countries, were announced Saturday in Hangzhou, China, where the
program adopted a 10-year strategic action plan that includes studying the effects of climate
change, Abreu said.

Biodiversity hot spots

The new reserves include a 52,000-square-mile (135,000-square-kilometer) area in the
Indonesian archipelago, Raja Ampat, home to over 75% of earth's coral species as well as
rainforests and rare endangered sea turtles. The economy depends on fishing, aquaculture,
small-scale agriculture and tourism, UNESCO said.

On Iceland's west coast, the Snaefellsnes Biosphere Reserve's landscape includes volcanic
peaks, lava fields, wetlands, grasslands and the Snaefellsjokull glacier. The
1,460-square-kilometer (564 square-mile) reserve is an important sanctuary for seabirds, seals
and over 70% of Iceland's plant life — including 330 species of wildflowers and ferns. Its
population of more than 4,000 people relies on fishing, sheep farming and tourism.

And in Angola, the new Quicama Biosphere Reserve, along 206 kilometers (128 miles) of
Atlantic coast is a "sanctuary for biodiversity" within its savannahs, forests, flood plains,
estuaries and islands, according to UNESCO. It's home to elephants, manatees, sea turtles and
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more than 200 bird species. Residents' livelihoods include livestock herding, farming, fishing,
honey production.

Collaboration is key

Residents are important partners in protecting biodiversity within the reserves, and even have
helped identify new species, said Abreu, the program's leader. Meanwhile, scientists also are
helping to restore ecosystems to benefit the local economy, he said.

For example, in the Philippines, the coral reefs around Pangatalan Island were severely
damaged because local fishermen used dynamite to find depleted fish populations. Scientists
helped design a structure to help coral reefs regrow and taught fishermen to raise fish through
aquaculture so the reefs could recover.

"They have food and they have also fish to sell in the markets," said Abreu.

In the African nation of Sdo Tomé and Principe, a biosphere reserve on Principe Island led to
restoration of mangroves, which help buffer against storm surges and provide important habitat,
Abreu said.

Ecotourism also has become an important industry, with biosphere trails and guided
bird-watching tours. A new species of owl was identified there in recent years.

This year, a biosphere reserve was added for the island of Sdo Tomé, making the country the
first entirely within a reserve.

Climate and environmental concerns

At least 60% of the UNESCO biosphere reserves have been affected by extreme weather tied to
climate change, which is caused primarily by the burning of fossil fuels such as coal and gas,
including extreme heat and drought and sea-level rise, Abreu said.

The agency is using satellite imagery and computer modeling to monitor changes in coastal
zones and other areas, and is digitizing its historical databases, Abreu said. The information will
be used to help determine how best to preserve and manage the reserves.

Some biosphere reserves also are under pressure from environmental degradation.

In Nigeria, for example, habitat for a dwindling population of critically endangered African forest
elephants is under threat as cocoa farmers expand into Omo Forest Reserve, a protected
rainforest and one of Africa's oldest and largest UNESCO Biosphere Reserves. The forest is
also important to help combat climate change.



The Trump administration in July announced that the U.S. would withdraw from UNESCO as of
December 2026, just as it did during his first administration, saying U.S. involvement is not in
the national interest. The U.S. has 47 biosphere reserves, most in federal protected areas.
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A SOJOURNER’S VIEW: The urgency to combat climate change and to fight for climate
justice
By: Karl M. Gaspar

These days, there is no more denying of the tragic consequences of climate change!

In a recent report of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC),
the message is very clear for the whole of humanity: “Climate Change is the defining issue of
our time, and we are at a defining moment. From shifting weather patterns that threaten food
production, to rising sea levels that increase the risk of catastrophic flooding, the impacts of
climate change are global in scope and unprecedented in scale.”

This serious warning has been echoed by many science research institutions, civil society
groups, mass and social media, academic institutions, environmental advocates, and many
others. They all agree that climate change can no longer be regarded as a fringe subject, as it
has evolved into a global crisis. With the planet's average temperature steadily rising, natural
disasters (droughts, wildfires, typhoons, floods, etc.) have become more often and deadlier,
resulting in the loss of human life. Human survival now depends on radical interventions to
combat climate change now!

As a global spiritual leader, Pope Francis in May 2015 issued a most timely encyclical, “Laudato
Si’ Care for our Common Home!” While issued primarily to challenge the 1.4 billion Catholics
around the world, it was addressed to the whole of humanity. This encyclical asserts that, as
God created the world and entrusted it to us as a gift, we have the responsibility to care for and
protect it. In so doing, we also protect all people who are part of creation. Thus, protecting
human dignity is strongly linked to care for creation.

In 2019, the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of the Philippines (CBCP) followed with its second
pastoral statement, “An Urgent Call for Ecological Conversion. Hope in the Face of Climate
Emergency.”

Meanwhile, environmentalists around the world have continued to warn humanity that
greenhouse gas levels are record high along with global temperatures. The rise of sea level is
also record high. The crucial question to be asked these days is whether humanity across the
devastated planet is listening to these dire warnings. On one hand, there is no lack of “talk,” but
on the other hand, there is too little “walk!”

There continues to be a lot of spoken and written words about the impact of climate change in

both mass and social media, news reports, talk shows, during conferences organized by various
institutions, homilies of priests in churches, and even among small group discussions.
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Unfortunately, the necessary actions that are urgently needed to combat climate change have
not lived up to expectations! People around the world, through their governments, civil society
organizations (CSOs), churches, etc., have not been able to mobilize the needed political will to
do much more than what is being done today!

This is really true in the Philippines and particularly in Mindanao. However, earlier in the late
1980s until the early 2000s, there was an outburst of ecological concern and environmental
actions in Mindanao. Today, however, it seems as if there has been a lessening of such
concerns with their concomitant actions.

The ecological movement in Mindanao began to arise at the tailend of the Marcos dictatorial
regime. The Columban Missionaries in Western Mindanao pioneered this environmental
advocacy as they began to sense the importance of dealing with environmental issues. This
was the time when very few people heard about global warming, which had become more
well-known in the West. Activists in Mindanao were not interested in dealing with environmental
issues then because their concern was more on the abuses of martial law and the ensuing
human rights violations.

However, after EDSA | in 1986, there arose more interest in environmental issues among the
activist circles. There were a number of watershed events that pushed forward the thrust
towards ecological advocacy. Two of these were the People Power action of ordinary peasants
against logging companies. To stop the logging operations that affected their farming livelihood,
they not only protested but also acted to stop these operations. This took place in 1987-88 in
San Fernando, Bukidnon and Midsalip in Zamboanga Del Sur.

The San Fernando experience showed how a local church can mobilize its social capital and
resources to support the people’s struggle against influential and powerful logging companies.
The Scarboro Missionaries, who were the parish priests, supported by the members of the
Redemptorist Mission Team, backed up the Gagmay'ng Kristohanong Katilingban (GKK or
Basic Eclessial Communities) across the San Fernando parish, whose members decided to
barricade the roads so the logging trucks could not transport the round logs to Cagayan De Oro.
Their action successfully ended the operations of two logging firms as ordered by the
Department of Environment and Natural Resources.

This People Power event galvanized the entire diocese of Malaybalay. In other parishes across
Bukidnon, the people also acted to stop logging operations.

Eventually, this movement angered the offended loggers. This led to the killing of Fr. Nery Lito
Satur, one of the most active advocates to stop all logging operations in Bukidnon, in October
1991.

Killers hired by angry loggers blocked an isolated road in Barangay Magsal in Guinoyuran,

Valencia, and shot Fr. Neri as his vehicle approached them. Later, he was found dead among
wild sunflowers by the roadside.
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Bukidnon’s environment has been the most devastated among the provinces across Mindanao
in the past century. Up to the end of the Spanish colonial period, Bukidnon was left untouched
by those who would later abuse its biodiversity. The indigenous communities were primarily the
ones who enjoyed the bounty of the land in their ancestral domain. When the Americans took
over, Bukidnon became their major target for agricultural development. This arose as the US
colonial government decided to make this area the site for plantations. Interested companies
were provided land grants of more than a thousand hectares.

In time, roads began to penetrate this area, followed by the cutting of trees among the primal
forests. Soon, pineapple began to appear, and the plantations expanded year after year. In the
following decades until today, the plantations have continued to expand as other products
penetrated Bukidnon — rubber, sugar cane, corn, coffee and even tree plantations. Today,
travelers across the province could not help but be saddened by the wide expanse of land
exploited by agribusiness plantations, even as they are also saddened to see all the bald
mountains resulting from continuous logging.

Agribusiness plantations bring sad news wherever they appear. The negative impact of
plantations include the following: soil erosion leading to the loss of the soil's fertility, water
courses are damaged through increased siltation due to soil erosion, chemical pollution through
the widespread use of agrochemicals, which impacts people’s livelihood, habitat loss, and the
disappearance of useful plants. These large-scale plantations lead to negative social and
environmental impacts, which include the clearing of remaining forests. And yet today,
plantations continue to expand in Bukidnon, which also leads to the displacement of indigenous
people from their ancestral domain.

The increasing environmental crisis in Bukidnon gave rise to a good number of
environmentalists among CSOs and the local church, including the late Fr. Neri.

Among the most vocal today is Fr. Reynaldo (Rey) Raluto. Born and raised in the small town of
Pangantucan in 1969 until he went to college, he must have observed the changing landscape
of not just his hometown but also the whole province.

After the San Fernando People Power took place, many of the church people across the
diocese, led by their bishop then, Bishop Gaudencio Rosales, were impressed by this show of
ecological concern on the part of ordinary folks. A number joined the barricades in San
Fernando. The anti-logging sentiment then spread to other parishes.

These events helped galvanize Fr. Raluto’s ecological interest.

In 1987, he entered Pope John XXIII pre-college seminary in Malaybalay, and the seminarians
got to know about People Power. As the years passed by, his ecological interest deepened.
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Later, he was sent to San Jose Seminary to study towards earning a Bachelor in Sacred
Theology with the Loyola School of Theology (LST) and also an MA in Philosophy and Theology
at Ateneo de Manila University (ADMU).

Returning to his diocese after his ordination in 2000, he took on a number of assignments even
as his ecological advocacy deepened. After a few years of active ministry, he was sent to do his
PhD in Theology at the Katholieke Universiteit Leuven. His dissertation was “To Struggle for
Human and Ecological Liberation in the Philippine Context.”

The choice of this topic cemented Fr. Raluto’s commitment to advance ecological awareness
and action.

After finishing his PhD in 2011, he was assigned to teach at the St. John Vianney Theological
Seminary (SJVTS) in Cagayan De Oro, where he served as Academic Dean from 2011 to 2021.
He continues to teach at SUVTS until today.

With a desire to have his dissertation read by more people, he had this published as a book. In
March 2015, the Ateneo de Manila (ADMU) Press published his first book entitled “Poverty and
Ecology at the Crossroads: Towards an Ecological Theology of Liberation in the Philippine
Context.”

The main theme of the book echoes Pope Francis’ assertion that the poor in the world today are
both the poor planet and the poor people who are victimized by climate change.

Since 2022, Fr. Raluto has also been assigned as parish priest of the Parish of Jesus Nazareno
in Libona, Bukidnon, where there are indigenous communities. Like his stint at SUVTS, he has
continued providing ecological education through seminars, homilies, and discussions. He also
encouraged the people to plant trees and make sure these grow taller. At SUVTS, he led the
seminarians in planting native trees. Years from now, SJVTS will be surrounded by a mini
forest.

Meanwhile, ecological advocacy has shifted towards action to fight for climate justice. The
injustice brought about by climate change has led to unequal impact. The countries of the
Global South, which have contributed little to the greenhouse gases, have suffered more in
terms of disasters. These nations are the most vulnerable to disasters and have little capacity to
deal with disaster response and management.

The industrialized nations of Europe and North America (and now China and India) continue to
be the main culprits with their continuing production and consumption of fossil fuels (gas, oil,
and coal). Thus, a need to fight for climate justice.

The UN and countries of the Global South, including the Philippines, need to pressure the

industrialized countries to fulfill their promises under the Paris Agreement in 2015 to cut down
on their fossil fuel consumption and to give more aid to Third World countries so they have more
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funds for the needed disaster response as well as to have more alternative sources of energy
e.g. solar and wind power.

However, the citizenry can do their share of combating climate change through reducing their
carbon footprint. There are many ways in which ordinary citizens can be environmentalists. We
can pressure our government to stop mining, logging, and the building of infrastructure (e.g.,
dams) that destroy the environment and its biodiversity.

We can join protest actions. We can segregate our garbage, make compost for our gardens,
recycle, stop using plastic and use public transportation.

All these require that we become more knowledgeable about what destroys our common home.

Comes now the second book of Fr. Raluto entitled “Integral Ecology Ministry: Doing Ecological

LRl

Theology and Advocacy in light of Laudato Si'.

This book provides the reader with a deeper understanding as to how our parishes and church
groups can do much more to protect the environment.

As Christians, we need to deepen our theological insights into how we can treasure God’s gift of
creation, which can empower us to take more concrete action. This book helps us to deepen

such insights.

So dear readers: Find a way to get a copy of this book. Take to heart its ecological messages.
And join Fr. Raluto in his crusade to save our common home!
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CCC IN THE NEWS:
DAILY TRIBUNE

From plate to planet: We all must act on food loss and waste
By: Secretary Robert EA Borje

Food sustains life. It is at the heart of every Filipino home and community. Yet behind every
meal prepared and served lies a troubling contradiction: millions of our kababayan struggle with
hunger while tons of edible food are lost or wasted each day.

Globally, one in 11 people goes to bed hungry even as more than one billion meals are wasted
daily. In the Philippines, Metro Manila alone discards about 2,175 tons of food scraps every day.
Much of this ends up in landfills, releasing methane — a greenhouse gas 28 times more potent
than carbon dioxide. If food waste were a country, it would be the world’s third-largest emitter of
greenhouse gases, after China and the United States.

This is a double injustice. It denies food to Filipino families who need it most. It also fuels the
climate crisis that threatens our homes, livelihoods and future. By 2030, climate losses and
damages could cost our country 7.6 percent of GDP, rising to 13.6 percent by 2040. Every
wasted grain of rice or kilo of vegetables makes these risks worse — squandering the water,
land, energy and fuel used to produce them.

The Philippines has pledged to cut greenhouse gas emissions by 75 percent by 2030,
conditional on support in finance, technology and capacity. Part of this ambition must be
reducing food loss and waste. Our Nationally Determined Contribution Implementation Plan and
National Adaptation Plan already provide direction: embedding circular economy practices in
agriculture, waste, and local climate action plans. These are not just government commitments.
They are opportunities for all of us to act.

Farmers and fisherfolk need reliable cold storage and transport so their harvests reach markets
instead of rotting. Restaurants and retailers can donate surplus food rather than throwing it
away. Local governments can lead by building composting facilities, turning food scraps into soil
nutrients instead of methane. And in every Filipino household, simple choices matter: buying
only what we can eat, storing food properly, turning leftovers into tomorrow’s meals.

Schools and civic groups can also raise awareness, teaching that food waste is not just about
money lost, but about hunger and climate change. This is how we pass on to our children the
values of stewardship and malasakit.

The call is simple but urgent: change how we purchase, consume and value food. Every

responsible choice — by governments, businesses or families — brings us closer to a
Philippines where no resource is wasted and no Filipino goes hungry.
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On this International Day of Awareness on Food Loss and Waste Reduction, let us remember:
the food we save today is more than a meal preserved. It is a step toward resilience, equity, and
climate security. Cook less, share more, waste none. The resilience of tomorrow depends on the
choices we make at our tables today.
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POLITIKO

Climate Change Budget Slammed: Less Than 0.5% For Environment, P360B For Flood
Control
By: Billy Begas

The Climate Change Commission has tagged a total of P360 billion worth of flood control
projects under the Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH) this year.

During Friday’s budget deliberations, Kabataan party-list Rep. Renee Louise Co inquired from
ACT-CIS party-list Rep. Edvic Yap, the budget sponsor of the Climate Change Commission,
about the projects aimed at mitigating the impacts of climate change.

“Ang tanong po naman natin, why is the Climate Change Expenditure Plan so infrastructure
heavy? Meanwhile, 1.08% of the tagged Climate Change Expenditures is for the DENR, with
only a total of P10.6 billion?” Co asked.

Yap said the CCC is not involved in planning and “only tagging” the projects that could help
mitigate the impact of climate change.

Co noted that the DPWH has P754 billion worth of climate change expenses for this year.

“Can the CCC also confirm how much of the P754 billion climate change tagged expenditures of
the DPWH is flood control?” Co asked.

Yap replied, “For fiscal year 2025 and na-tagged po nila ay nasa P360 billion for flood control.”

“We ask these questions, Mr. Speaker, because we’d like to know why the environmental
budget, or at least how it is tagged and how the Climate Change Commission tracks it, remains
less than 0.5% of the national pie,” Co said.

“When climate emergencies and ecological collapse mostly impact rural and poor communities,
the indigenous peoples and fisher folk, gusto po natin malaman kung bakit yung frontline
communities are left with their own devices when disasters strike, while funds mostly go to
consultancy and monitoring contracts or infrastructure projects na ghost and substandard
naman pala in mitigating environmental disasters,” the lawmaker added.

Yap noted that the CCC does not have infrastructure projects but was merely tagging projects
that could help mitigate the impact of climate change.

Co said that while government projects should be in line with the Climate Change Action Plan, it
is not clear how CCC could ensure that it is being followed by implementing agencies.
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Yap said the CCC is working with the Commission on Audit and the Department of Budget and
Management to ensure compliance, but Co appears to be unsatisfied, noting the reported ghost
and substandard flood control projects.
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RAPPLER

[OPINION] Flood control latest sign of government ‘greenwashing’
By: John Leo C. algo

Today marks the 16th anniversary of Tropical Storm Ondoy, which, in many ways, first opened
the eyes of the Filipino nation to the reality of the climate crisis.

Still, it took until earlier this year for the reported climate budget to exceed P1 ftrillion, or more
than double of the previous year’s allocation. This seemed like a good sign that the entire
government was finally ramping up its climate actions.

However, from what we know now, it turns out it was too good to be true.

Congressional sessions and agency meetings over the years have mostly emphasized the
leading roles of agencies such as the Climate Change Commission (CCC) and the Department
of Environment and Natural Resources in climate action.

The Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH) is not mentioned nearly as often, yet it
is the agency with by far the largest share of the domestic climate budget. It has 89% of the
allotment under the 2025 General Appropriations Act (GAA). Over P350 billion from its P1-trillion
allocation was given to flood control projects, a slight increase from 2024.

Today, the DPWH finds itself at the epicenter of the worst corruption scandal in recent years
because of the anomalies related to flood control. Many across the nation took to the streets last
Sunday, September 21, demanding an end to the culture of impunity that has manifested many
times before.

In reference to a previous Rappler op-ed, these peaceful protests may be the “tipping point” for
a renewed nationwide demand for genuine good governance. Because there may be more in
this climate budget that needs to be looked into.

Roads to disaster

In the 2025 GAA, the DPWH budget also featured more than P330 billion for the construction of
new roads, ports, and other infrastructure to “climate-resilient design standards.” An additional
P216.8 billion was allotted for retrofitting assets and capital “to protect against climate change
and climate variability”; examining the document showed these assets and capital largely also
pertain to roads.

The reputation of road construction and repairs in the Philippines is perhaps even more
notorious than flood control projects. Given the similarities in issues often observed among
these projects, conducting an extensive national investigation on road repair and construction
projects should also be done under the current administration.
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This context has influenced the Department of Agriculture to begin an audit of all farm-to-market
roads since 2021. For all projects in the 2025 GAA contributing to food security, more than 60%
of the allotted budget went to actions connected to “production and distribution systems,” which
is largely dedicated to farm-to-market road projects.

Assuming the allegations regarding corruption in flood control projects are true, these point to
acts of greenwashing by some government agencies and officials. Misleading the public through
claims of decisions supposedly being environment-friendly to mask corrupt practices does not
just apply to the private sector.

For the current administration, which has made climate action a priority agenda, this would
cause even more damage to its reputation domestically and even at the global level. South
Korea certainly has taken notice of the implications of these scandals.

Signs everywhere

The way to trace which projects are aligned with national climate objectives is through the
Climate Change Expenditure Tagging (CCET). Under this system, projects can be classified as
contributing to adaptation or mitigation, and to the seven thematic areas under the country’s
National Climate Change Action Plan (e.g., food security, water sufficiency, human security).

It is intended to provide a transparent means of monitoring public funds spent on climate
projects and inform decision-making. Instead, aside from the obvious imperative to purge
corruption, the flood control scandals have exposed the weaknesses of the CCET system that
need to be addressed if we want to avoid these incidents.

Firstly, it is absurd to have so much of the national climate budget concentrated on only one
agency. The executive and legislative branches must ensure a more even spread of public
funds to address climate-relevant issues, including food security, water sufficiency, and
sustainable energy through renewable energy.

Secondly, there must be more support for strengthening monitoring and evaluation by the
mandated agencies, the CCC and the Department of Budget and Management. Some of the
billions of pesos from flood control projects can be reallotted to capacity-building for them to
fulfill these tasks.

Thirdly, there needs to be a stronger quality assurance for ensuring projects contribute to
climate action. The current practice of agencies doing their own tagging needs to be
reexamined and revised to ensure their proposed actions are justified as climate-tagged, not
just for compliance or the appearance of one.
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Unknown to many people, there is a provision under the GAA itself that “all national government
projects should be subjected to multi-scenario probabilistic analysis.” It is highly likely that some
of the flood control projects did not comply to this, given what we have seen around us recently.

There are actually a few bills currently filed in Congress that tries to address the CCET. For our
collective sake, our lawmakers should seriously look into how to improve this system and
amending that section of the GAA to turn “should” to “shall.”

Any climate action without upholding justice at its core is nothing but a false solution.

Canceling all flood control projects in 2026 is not the right move; communities remain just as
prone to floods as they did before corruption started dominating headlines these days. It is
another reminder to shift away from infrastructure-heavy funding and start taking care of our
forests, rivers, and natural environment for the benefit of the Filipino people and not just to cater
to business interests.

Unless good governance becomes the norm in this country, the money stolen is given back, and

everyone found guilty is punished instead of just leaving their posts, the hope arising from the
peaceful demands of the people might also be too good to be true.
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THE MANILA TIMES

Gatchalian Pushes CCC to Track Greenhouse Gas Emissions to Mitigate Climate Change
Impact. Improve Flood Control

Senator Win Gatchalian urged the Climate Change Commission (CCC) to track greenhouse gas
emissions to mitigate the impact of climate change and improve the country’s flood control
program.

“The CCC should show the science behind climate change to guide flood control projects. It's
easy to blame climate change, but if it's truly the cause of increased flooding, we need
actionable solutions like an effective flood control program,” Gatchalian said during the hearing
on the CCC’s proposed 2026 budget.

“We need annual tracking of greenhouse gas emissions to know if we’re improving and winning
the war against them and that’s the whole point of the CCC,” he emphasized.

According to him, the CCC should not only focus on its compliance with the country’s
international commitments but also zero in on making itself relevant to ordinary Filipinos. “We
want the CCC to give us scientific solutions to climate change and be relevant to our
constituents,” he added, noting that climate-change-related issues such as flooding currently
resonate with a lot of Filipinos amid the discovery of anomalous flood control projects.
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THE PHILIPPINE STAR

Flood control takes nearly half of DPWH’s P754-B climate-tagged funds — CCC
By: Dominique Nicole Flores

Nearly half of the P754 billion in climate-tagged funds of the Department of Public Works and
Highways (DPWH) was spent on flood control projects, according to the Climate Change
Commission (CCC).

During the House plenary debates on Friday, September 26, Rep. Renee Co (Kabataan
Party-list) questioned why climate change expenditure is “so infrastructure-heavy.”

She noted that 76% of the government’s climate change expenditures came from the DPWH,
while only around 1% came from the Department of Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR).

Rep. Edvic Yap (ACT-CIS Party-list) did not give a clear-cut response, only saying that the
commission “doesn’t do the planning, only the tagging” of expenditures.

This left Co dissatisfied, prompting her to ask how much of the P754 billion went to flood control.
Yap replied that a staggering P360 billion had been tagged as climate change expenditures in
2025.

The government has been under fire for spending trillions over the past years for flood control
projects, only to discover that several were made of substandard materials or abandoned by
winning contractors.

On top of the failed flood mitigation projects, corruption allegations tied to several agencies,
including Congress, have come to light amid controversies surrounding the “last-minute
insertions” in the 2025 national budget.

“Gusto natin malaman kung bakit ‘yung frontline communities are left to their own devices when
disaster strikes, while funds mostly go to consultancy and monitoring contracts or infrastructure

projects na ghost o substandard naman pala in mitigating environmental disaster,” Co said.

The minority lawmaker then asked whether the CCC has any mechanisms in place to check
whether tagged projects and programs genuinely address climate change.

Yap said the CCC, together with the Commission on Audit (COA) and the Department of Budget
and Management (DBM), “ensures” the proper implementation of climate-tagged projects.

He added that the Climate Change Expenditure Tagging (CCET) system “monitors, tracks,
evaluates, and reports” on the climate-related spending of agencies and local governments.
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The CCC also recommends the inclusion of climate change expenditures in the national budget
to the DBM and works with the Department of the Interior and Local Government (DILG) to
ensure LGUs’ compliance with guidelines, Yap said.

Co, however, argued that the poor implementation of flood control projects shows that much of
the tagged climate change spending does not truly address climate change and should be
reviewed.

“Not only is there a corruption crisis, mayroon din lumalalang climate change crisis na ang dapat
na pera na napunta sa pag-resolve ng climate change ay hindi rin napunta doon at the end of

the day,” Co said.

What’s been made clear, she said, is that the commission needs stronger powers to ensure that
agencies comply with projects tagged as climate change expenditures.

Co added that the CC should not simply function as a “repository of self-tags.” Instead, it should
have the capability of ensuring that supposed climate change programs and projects align with

the government’s commitments and national plan.

For 2026, the House has realigned about P255 billion from DPWH flood control projects to fund
social aid, as well as programs in education, health and agriculture.

=END=
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