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 BUSINESS WORLD 
 
Trump tells UN that climate change is ‘greatest con job’ globally 
 
President Donald Trump dismissed climate change as “the greatest con job” in the world during 
his address to the United Nations General Assembly on Tuesday, doubling down on his 
skepticism of global environmental initiatives and multilateral institutions. 
 
CLIMATE HOME NEWS 
 
At climate summit, UN chief urges countries to go “much further, much faster” on NDCs 
 
With about 120 leaders and ministers speaking in New York, the pressure is on for stronger 
climate action plans to rein in global warming, with the world off track to meet Paris Agreement 
goals. 
 
CNN 
 
How to track the super polluters next door 
By: Andrew Freedman 
 
A new interactive map and groundbreaking database allows people in the world’s largest 
metropolitan areas to track their air pollution exposure, along with their region’s biggest sources 
of planet-warming pollution. 
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DW 
 
Nations deliver new climate targets ahead of climate summit 
By: Louise Osborne 
 
With just weeks to go until the international climate conference, nations are stepping up to 
submit new climate targets for 2035. But will they be enough to prevent a climate catastrophe? 
 
GMA NEWS 
 
Opong slightly stronger with more areas under storm signals 
By: Vince Angelo Ferreras 
 
Severe Tropical Storm Opong will continue to intensify while passing over the Philippine Sea, 
the state weather bureau PAGASA said on Wednesday evening.  
‘ 
PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
 
Why carbon creBARMM lawmakers propose establishment of Climate Change 
Commission 
dits matter 
By: Constance See 
 
In Asia, the climate is warming nearly twice as fast as the global average. For countries like the 
Philippines and Singapore, the consequences are neither abstract nor distant. We are already 
seeing the impact today with stronger typhoons, harsher heatwaves, and steadily rising sea 
levels. Climate change is no longer only an environmental crisis but also a test of economic 
resilience, food security, and national survival. It is the defining challenge of our generation, one 
that demands international cooperation more than ever. 
 
PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY 
 
BARMM lawmakers propose establishment of Climate Change Commission 
 
Bangsamoro lawmakers have proposed establishing and institutionalizing policies, initiatives, 
plans, and programs dedicated to addressing climate change concerns. 
 

Information and Knowledge Management Division 
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BUSINESS WORLD 
 
Trump tells UN that climate change is ‘greatest con job’ globally 
 
President Donald Trump dismissed climate change as “the greatest con job” in the world during 
his address to the United Nations General Assembly on Tuesday, doubling down on his 
skepticism of global environmental initiatives and multilateral institutions. 
 
Scientists say climate change is real, mostly caused by humans, and getting worse. They point 
to rising temperatures, stronger storms, and melting ice as clear signs. Groups like the UN have 
warned that waiting too long to act could cause serious damage to the planet and people. 
 
Trump spoke for several minutes out of his near-hour speech on climate change during his 
address to the United Nations General Assembly, criticizing the European Union for reducing its 
carbon footprint, which he claimed has taken a toll on its economy, and warning countries that 
have invested heavily in renewable energy that their economies will suffer. 
 
“It’s the greatest con job ever perpetrated on the world, in my opinion,” Trump told the General 
Assembly. “All of these predictions made by the United Nations and many others, often for bad 
reasons, were wrong.” 
 
He added: “They were made by stupid people that have cost their country’s fortunes and given 
those same countries no chance for success.” 
 
SECOND US WITHDRAWAL FROM CLIMATE PACT 
 
Once Trump took office in January, the US submitted its withdrawal for a second time from the 
Paris Agreement, a 2015 pact agreed by 195 countries to strive to keep global temperatures 
from rising beyond 1.5 C, leaving it in the company of only Yemen, Iran and Libya. 
 
His administration is carrying out an “energy dominance” agenda that focuses on producing and 
exporting oil, gas and coal, as well as nuclear, while sidelining renewable energy, which has 
become cost-competitive. 
 
“We have the most oil of any nation anywhere, oil and gas in the world, and if you add coal, we 
have the most of any nation in the world,” he said. 
 
His remarks come a day before UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres hosts a climate summit 
at the UN that will focus on countries’ new climate action plans. 
 
Guterres has tried to keep the world focused on continuing a global transition away from fossil 
fuels towards clean energy. 
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“Just follow the money,” Guterres said in June, adding that $2 trillion flowed into clean energy 
last year, $800 billion more than fossil fuels and up almost 70% in a decade. 
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CLIMATE HOME NEWS 
 
At climate summit, UN chief urges countries to go “much further, much faster” on NDCs 
 
With about 120 leaders and ministers speaking in New York, the pressure is on for stronger 
climate action plans to rein in global warming, with the world off track to meet Paris Agreement 
goals. 
 
UN Secretary-General: COP30 must deliver global response plan 
UN Secretary-General António Guterres urged world leaders to deliver climate plans that go 
“much further, much faster” as he kicked off today’s climate summit at UN headquarters. 
 
Hinting at an expected shortfall in the ambition needed to reduce emissions in line with the Paris 
Agreement 1.5C temperature limit, he said November’s COP30 must end with a “credible global 
response plan” to get world efforts back on track.  
 
Guterres, who convened the gathering, outlined five areas for priority action, putting energy at 
the top. Despite clean energy’s competitiveness, fossil fuels still dominate, he said, calling on 
countries to “supercharge” the energy transition by investing in grids and storage, lowering 
investment costs for developing countries and shifting subsidies away from fossil fuels. 
 
“Drastic cuts” in methane emissions are essential and can be achieved quickly and cheaply, 
Guterres added. A potent gas with a shorter lifespan than carbon dioxide, methane is widely 
considered a low-hanging fruit to slow global warming.  
 
The International Energy Agency reckons around 40% of methane emissions from fossil fuels 
could be cut at no net cost. That’s because interventions like identifying and repairing leaky 
infrastructure cost less than the market value of the additional gas fossil fuel operators would be 
able to capture and sell, the watchdog said.  
 
The UN chief then highlighted the need to end the destruction of forests, which he described as 
“nature’s greatest carbon sinks”. At COP28 two years ago, countries committed to ending and 
reversing deforestation by 2030. Guterres said that could deliver a fifth of the needed emission 
reductions by the end of this decade. At the moment, that goal remains way off track as forest 
loss keeps rising.  
 
Guterres also called for governments to urgently deploy new technologies that can cut 
emissions from steel and cement production, as well as heavy transport. Those sectors are 
generally considered harder to decarbonise because they require substantial amounts of 
energy, and efforts to make them greener rely on less mature, or more expensive, solutions like 
hydrogen or alternative fuels.  
 
Finally, Guterres made an appeal for climate justice. The finance gaps preventing investment in 
climate resilience across the developing world should be plugged, he said. That means 
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reforming the international financial architecture, offering “effective” debt relief, raising 
contributions to the loss and damage fund, and boosting adaptation finance.  
 
Brazil’s president: Submitting NDCs is “not an option” 
Opening the summit together with the UN chief, President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva urged 
countries to submit their new climate plans (Nationally Determined Contributions – NDCs) 
before COP30, which is happening in the Brazilian state of Pará this November.  
 
“The submissions of NDCs is not an option. As it was made clear by the International Court of 
Justice, it is an obligation,” he said referring to its advisory opinion on climate change and 
human rights handed down in July.  
 
He added that only by having all countries respect their commitments and submit their NDCs, 
will the world know where it stands in the battle against climate change. No one is safe from the 
effects of it, he said, not even the countries that are part of what he called “multilateral 
denialism”. 
 
As he spoke, only 47 countries had presented their plans.  
 
Brazil was the second country to present its NDC, last November. It aims to reduce emissions of 
all greenhouse gases by between 59% and 67% across all sectors of the economy and end 
deforestation by 2030.  
 
Lula championed multilateralism in multiple parts of his speech, saying that COP30 can be “the 
stage for a decisive moment in” its history. “I call on the countries that have not yet submitted 
their NDCs. The success of COP30 in Belém depends on you.” 
 
He also said that if the world doesn’t come together and take decisions that respect what 
science says, civil society will stop trusting its leaders, “and instead of strengthening the 
struggle against global warming, we are going to help discredit multilateralism policies and in 
democracy. And all of us will lose because denialism may actually win.” 
 
China unveils 2035 emissions-cutting goal of 7-10% 
China announced a much-anticipated new target to reduce its emissions. It said it will aim for a 
7-10% cut in greenhouse gas emissions by 2035 compared to “peak” levels, without specifying 
which year that would be. 
 
Experts said that pledge is not enough to align China’s efforts with the Paris Agreement goal of 
limiting global warming to 1.5C.  
 
In a video message, Chinese President Xi Jinping told world leaders that the “green and low 
carbon transition is the trend of our time”, despite “some countries acting against it”. 
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“China will by 2035 reduce economy-wide net greenhouse gas emissions by 7-10% from peak 
levels, striving to do better,” the Chinese leader announced. 
 
The Centre for Research on Energy and Clean Air (CREA) has warned that only emissions cuts 
of around 30% by 2035 by China would be consistent with the 1.5C limit.  
 
A range, such as the one delivered by Xi at the New York summit, could be interpreted as “the 
lower bound is effectively the guarantee, while the upper bound represents potential ambition”, it 
said. 
 
The baseline year for the target – a key measure for how ambitious the target is – was not 
clarified in Xi’s announcement. The country will take as reference the “peak” in its emissions, 
with some experts saying that could be as early as last year or this year. 
 
China’s rapid renewable energy rollout has kept the country on track to meet its existing goal of 
peaking carbon pollution before the end of the decade. It plans to reach net zero by 2060. 
 
The world’s largest carbon polluter, China is responsible for about a third of global emissions. As 
countries are expected to deliver stronger climate plans at the climate summit, China’s new 
nationally determined contribution (NDC) has been keenly awaited and is viewed as an indicator 
of global climate ambition. 
 
The Chinese president also announced a target to “increase the share of non-fossil fuels in total 
energy consumption to over 30%”, and “expand the installed capacity of wind and solar power 
to over six times the 2020 levels, striving to bring the total to 3,600 gigawatts” . 
 
In addition, he pledged to “scale up the total forest stock volume to over 24 billion cubic metres”, 
make EVs the “mainstream in the sale of new vehicles”, and expand China’s emissions trading 
market to cover “major emitting sectors”. 
 
European Union promises to submit formal NDC before COP30 
 
To no-one’s surprise, European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen announced that 
the bloc’s 2035 target would “range between 66% and 72%” below 1990 levels and promised to 
formally submit it before COP30. 
 
“The clean transition is moving on and let me assure you that Europe will stay the course on our 
climate ambition,” she said.  
 
She also plugged the EU’s support for clean cooking and other climate finance projects 
overseas. “No mother, no child should die because [of] simply cooking dinner under abhorrent 
circumstances”, she said. 
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Von der Leyen could only give an emissions-reduction range – known as a “statement of intent” 
– because the European Union has not yet been able to agree exact targets for 2035 or 2040, 
on the road to meeting its overarching goal of net zero by 2050. 
 
In July, the European Commission, the bloc’s executive arm, proposed a goal to cut emissions 
90% on 1990 levels by 2040. That would have formed the basis for the 2035 target. 
 
But the 2040 goal still needs approval from the EU’s other two arms – the European Parliament 
and the European Council, which represents member states. 
 
At a meeting last week in Brussels, environment ministers from the bloc’s 27 member states 
said they had been unable to agree on the targets, asking heads of state to give them a steer at 
a European Council meeting in October. 
 
Small island states call for binding methane reduction pact 
Leaders of small island states called in New York for a “globally binding methane reduction 
agreement”, which they argue could give a near-term boost on the road to fully implementing 
more complex climate plans. 
 
“This makes sense for the oil and gas people. It makes sense for the planet. It makes sense to 
the farmers, it makes sense to the planet. And quite frankly, we cannot continue as if things are 
still the same. If we want the NDCs to be properly applied, we have to buy time,” said Barbados 
Prime Minister Mia Mottley. 
 
Methane is a short-lived greenhouse gas that is more than 80 times more potent than carbon 
dioxide (CO2). Experts say cutting methane emissions is a “low hanging fruit” in climate 
mitigation, as it would make a big difference with relatively small actions. 
 
At a global level, methane emissions come mainly from the agriculture sector (40%), the oil and 
gas sector (35%) and waste (20%). 
 
Since COP26 in Glasgow, 111 countries have signed up to the Global Methane Pledge – which 
aims to cut methane emissions by 30% by 2030, compared to 2020 levels.  
 
In Dubai, at COP28, a group of 55 major oil and gas companies pledged to reach “near-zero 
methane emissions by 2030” in their drilling operations. But small islands called on Wednesday 
for even more ambitious actions. 
 
“We had a voluntary agreement on methane out of Dubai. That is not enough. We need a legally 
binding global agreement for methane reduction,” Mottley said. 
 
COP30 CEO Ana Toni confirmed in a statement that methane will be a priority at the UN climate 
summit in Belem. “We truly expect COP30 to be a major platform to discuss the issue and put 
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the focus on methane. This is one of our main action agendas,” she told another dialogue at the 
UN on Wednesday. 
 
Feleti Teo, the prime minister of Tuvalu, also called for a “binding commitment” to step up 
methane reductions, and urged high-emitting countries to transition away from fossil fuels.  
 
Both Teo and Marshall Islands President Hilda Heine referenced a recent advisory opinion by 
the International Court of Justice (ICJ), which says that countries failing to cut emissions could 
be held accountable. Teo said “inaction is not only immoral but unlawful”. 
 
“Fellow leaders and especially those of you from the G20, if the Marshall Islands can deliver an 
ambitious NDC so can you,” said Heine. “In fact, as the ICJ decision confirms, you are legally 
required to. You must deliver stronger NDCs that can meet 1.5C and can say how you will 
transition away from fossil fuels.” 
 
Türkiye and Australia reinforce rival bids to host COP31  
The ongoing rivalry between Türkiye and Australia to host the COP31 UN climate summit in 
2026 ramped up in New York, with the leaders of both countries – speaking one after the other – 
repeating their desire to organise the annual conference on their soil. 
 
Türkiye’s Tayyip Erdogan spoke first, announcing a new target for his country to cut its 
greenhouse gas emissions 466 million tonnes by 2035 to 643 million tonnes – without specifying 
the baseline – and talked up its efforts to increase renewables in the energy mix, boost EV 
production and invest in railways. He said international finance and technology cooperation 
would be essential to achieve Türkiye’s goals. 
 
“We hope to crown all these efforts by hosting the 31st COP in 2026,” he added.  
 
Australia, for its part, also outlined its recently announced 2035 NDC – a cut of between 62% 
and 70% on 2005 levels, which has been criticised by environmentalists as insufficient. 
 
Prime Minister Anthony Albanese spoke of the extreme weather and bushfires suffered by his 
people, adding “we can do more than just guard against the very worst”. 
 
He said clean energy is “key” for Australia and could underpin “new prosperity” for the growing 
economies of Indo-Pacific nations, which are partnering with Australia in its bid to host COP31.  
 
“We want to bring the world with us on climate change,” he added, saying “together we cannot 
fail”. 
 
With neither Türkiye nor Australia backing down on their bids for COP31, the fight could rumble 
on until COP30 taking place in Brazil later in November, which is the deadline for a decision to 
be made. 
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Australia is thought to have far more support in the “Western Europe and Other” group of 
countries which will choose the winner. The COPs rotate around different regions of the world. 
 
The Guardian newspaper reported that Australia’s climate change and energy minister Chris 
Bowen has been lobbying the Turkish government to drop its rival bid, appearing at a zero 
waste event with Türkiye’s first lady in New York, while Albanese is seeking a meeting with 
Erdoğan as part of the negotiations. 
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CNN 
 
How to track the super polluters next door 
By: Andrew Freedman 
 
A new interactive map and groundbreaking database allows people in the world’s largest 
metropolitan areas to track their air pollution exposure, along with their region’s biggest sources 
of planet-warming pollution. 
 
 
The tool, which depicts air pollution plumes and their sources, is the work of a nonprofit coalition 
of scientists, universities and nongovernmental groups called Climate TRACE. The group says 
the tool is a breakthrough in showing the biggest sources of air pollution down to the facility 
level for about 2,500 urban areas worldwide. 
 
The new data, which combines hazardous air pollutants known as PM2.5 and greenhouse 
gases, taps into Climate TRACE’s global inventory of more than 660 million sources of global 
warming pollutants. 
 
The researchers found that air pollution “super emitters” — facilities that are in the top 10% of all 
PM2.5 pollution sources by volume — expose a disproportionate amount of people to 
hazardous air. 
 
Of the 1.6 billion people who live in the high pollution zones, more than half, or about 900 million 
people, are exposed to air pollution from these super polluters, the scientists concluded. 
 
Climate TRACE is partly funded and led by former US vice president Al Gore, along with dozens 
of other contributors and professionals in fields ranging from AI to air quality monitoring. The 
new pollution map includes information on every power plant, heavy manufacturing site, mine, 
port and refinery in the selected urban areas. 
 
Climate TRACE created the maps by taking its global inventory of climate and air pollution and 
adding simulations of a year’s worth of weather. The resulting plume tool shows pollution 
traveling across urban areas on typical days with prevailing conditions, and also on a 
worst-case scenario day with the most people exposed. 
 
Many of these sites release multiple types of pollutants — some have an acute health threat 
while others contribute to global warming, which has its own set of health risks. 
 
“We’ve gone from greenhouse gases to the top seven pollutants of concern for health,” said 
Gavin McCormick, a cofounder of Climate TRACE and cofounder and CEO of WattTime, an 
environmental tech nonprofit. “In places like the United States, we actually had pretty good data 
on that already. In most countries, there’s nothing like it, and so that information is the kind of 
scientific breakthrough here.” 
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For example, PM2.5 exposure over time can prove lethal to individuals with preexisting 
conditions like asthma or cardiovascular illness, along with very young or elderly individuals. 
The airborne particles are small enough to enter the bloodstream or become lodged in the 
lungs, where they can cause or aggravate respiratory ailments and heart disease. 
 
Such pollutants are responsible for nearly 9 million deaths per year globally, studies show. 
 
Climate TRACE found that about 4 million people in the Houston area — rife with fossil fuel 
operations — are exposed to air pollution from nearly 140 facilities. But not all super polluters 
are not all power plants or oil refineries — for example, in Boston as well as Los Angeles and 
Long Beach, California, domestic shipping in and out of harbors qualifies as a super polluter. 
 
“Ships are gnarly for pollution,” McCormick said. 
 
Only one US metro ranked in the top 10 list of urban areas with the most people exposed to air 
pollution from major contributors to climate change: New York City. The rest are concentrated in 
Asia, particularly in China, Korea and Japan. 
 
McCormick said he hopes that visualizing the transport of pollutants and showing people what 
they may be exposed to can lead to policy changes that reduce emissions from the places that 
are emitting the most pollutants. 
 
“I didn’t know I was living in the pollution plume of a major emitter, that was pretty striking,” 
McCormick said. “And there’s about 2 billion people who we’re hoping will look this up and 
realize that they personally, their health is being affected by the same facilities that are really 
causing the climate crisis. And I think that’s less of a scientific breakthrough, but I don’t know 
another tool that does anything like that.” 
 
“It’s one thing to measure how much pollution is coming out of a smokestack, but it’s even more 
important to see where it ends up,” Gore told CNN in a statement. “My hope is that everyone 
from grassroots activists to government leaders see these plumes and are equally horrified by 
the pollution as they are motivated to clean it up and in doing so, address the climate crisis.” 
 
All of Climate TRACE’s emissions tracking data are available for free download to the public, 
with the hope that it will prove useful for public health and other researchers, as well as people 
interested in learning more about their region’s pollution sources. 
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DW 
 
Nations deliver new climate targets ahead of climate summit 
By: Louise Osborne 
 
With just weeks to go until the international climate conference, nations are stepping up to 
submit new climate targets for 2035. But will they be enough to prevent a climate catastrophe? 
 
"The stakes could not be higher," a senior UN official told reporters ahead of the UN Climate 
Summit in New York. Heavy flooding, drought and ever longer heatwaves are just some of the 
extreme weather events that have battered communities over the past summer alone.  
 
Climate disasters are "wreaking havoc" on every continent, the UN official added.  
 
Scientists say human-caused global warming is driving the changes in Earth's climate and that 
rising temperatures will mean worse impacts in the long run. 
 
To try to tackle the climate crisis world leaders agreed to limit the average global temperature 
rise to well below 2 degrees Celsius (3.6 degrees Fahrenheit), pursuing efforts to cap it at 1.5 
degrees. 
 
The deal was sealed under the 2015 Paris Agreement, with countries promising to renew and 
communicate their commitments via a so-called NDC, or nationally determined contribution, 
every five years.  
 
The deadline for the 2035 NDC was in February, but few of the 195 parties that have ratified the 
accord met the date. Pressure is now on for nations to come forward with their commitments 
this week. 
 
Big climate emitters are falling behind 
 
With less than two months to go before the start of the international COP 30 climate summit, 
taking place in Belem, Brazil, only 47 countrieshad delivered their climate goals by time of 
publication — representing just 24% of global emissions. 
 
Big emitters including the European Union, and India are among those yet to submit their 
national targets. Some nations that have put forward domestic targets, like Australia and Japan, 
have been criticized for not showing stronger ambition and doing their fair share. 
 
Many countries are expected to come forward with proposals. More than 100 nations have 
registered to speak at the UN Climate Summit,taking place on the sidelines of the UN General 
Assembly meeting in New York. 
 
So, what are countries promising? And what does it mean for action on global warming? 
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European Union: Climate leader? 
 
With a conflict on its borders, economic problems in some member states and a general political 
shift to the right, agreeing on a united response to the climate crisis has proven difficult for the 
27-state bloc.  
 
Just days before the climate summit, the EU indicated that it would not meet a deadline set by 
the COP30 Brazilian presidency to present its NDC before the end of September, instead 
issuing a statement of intent. 
 
The document signaled the bloc's commitment to put forward a climate target before the 
November conference with a 2035 greenhouse gas reduction ranging between 66.25% and 
72.5% compared with 1990 levels. 
 
Stientje van Veldhoven, regional director for Europe at the World Resources Institute, said that 
while the statement showed "scope for progress", it risked "sending a confusing message, 
eroding investor confidence and undermining jobs, energy security, and competitiveness." 
 
A proposal to reduce EU greenhouse gas emissionsby 90% by 2040 has been in the works for 
some time, but has yet to be agreed upon by all member states. Experts say the 2035 target 
would have an impact on that goal. 
 
"The pathway matters: if the EU lands on the lower end of the range, like 66.3%, the final stretch 
to 90% just five years later will be a steep and uphill climb. That does not provide the long-term 
policy credibility that investors and companies need," added van Veldhoven. 
 
China: Green energy giant 
The world's biggest emitter, China, produces around a third of all greenhouse gas emissions 
and is under pressure to set an ambitious domestic reduction target. 
 
However, its pledge to cut emissions by 7-10% from peak is both "underwhelming and 
transformative," Andreas Sieber, associate director of policies and campaigns at climate group 
350.org, said in a statement. 
 
He added that the reduction "falls short of what the world needs" but noted that it "anchors the 
world’s largest emitter on a path where clean-tech defines economic leadership."  
 
Speaking to DW before the target was announced, Li Shuo, the director of the China Climate 
Hub at the Asia Society Policy Institute, said that a decision-making factor in China's NDC was 
likely to be the EU's failure to submit its targets on time and the US withdrawal from the Paris 
Agreement.  
 
"I think those factors in general will present challenges to high ambition," he said.  
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The new Chinese target uses the country's peak emissions as a baseline, with all likelihood that 
the nation has either already reached its peak emissions or will do so soon.  
 
Experts speaking before the announcement, which was made by Chinese President Xi Jinping 
in a video address to the climate summit, said that while China was likely to make a low pledge, 
it was a commitment that the country would probably meet and possibly even overshoot.  
 
"In the case of China, when they come up with a target, it's something that they are really 
committed to, to really fulfill," Sofia Gonzales-Zuniga, senior climate policy analyst with Climate 
Analytics, told DW. "In a way it could not be that it's not the most ambitious, but we can have a 
certain level of trust that they will reach what they are promising." 
 
China is by far the globe's biggest investor in clean energy, with investment reaching around 
$625 billion in 2024 alone, according to the global energy think tank Ember,and Shuo said that 
was unlikely to change. 
 
Brazil: The host with the most? 
 
As host of the COP30 climate conference, Brazil has come under increasing scrutiny over its 
domestic targets. 
 
Its plans to decrease its greenhouse gas emissions between 59 – 67% from 2005 levels by 
2035 were met with criticism by experts who said that such a range created uncertainty and 
weakened accountability. 
 
The country has also come under fire over plans to expand exploration of oil particularly around 
the mouth of the Amazon River. 
 
However, Gonzales-Zuniga said that Brazil's recently published national strategy to reduce 
emissions adds clarity by specifying cuts in more specific sectors, for example, agriculture and 
deforestation, which account for three-quarters of the country's greenhouse gas emissions. 
 
As one of the countries with the highest cumulative emissions — having emitted the most 
overall after the US, EU countries and China — some experts argue it has a particular 
responsibility to lower its emissions quickly. 
 
And it seems that the former EU country has stepped up. As well as submitting its NDC on time, 
the UK government has promised to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions by 81% compared 
with 1990 levels. 
 
"They came up with a target that, in terms of their domestic emissions reductions, would be 
1.5-degree aligned. So that was really positive to see," said Gonzales-Zuniga, adding that 
compared to targets for 2030, it was "definitely an increase in ambition". 
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However, it's not as simple as that. The UK still needs to bridge the gap between its promises 
and the policies it needs to put in place to meet those pledges. 
 
And there's more. According to the Carbon Action Tracker website, the UK's responsibility 
extends further than just domestic cuts.  
 
"They have a responsibility to provide climate finance to developing countries to reduce 
emissions outside their borders, to be able to say that they're really contributing in a fair way to 
reduce emissions," said Gonzales-Zuniga. 
 
Indonesia: Phasing out fossil fuels 
A high emitter in the Global South, experts say the climate goals due from Indonesia are ones to 
watch for. 
 
With a reliance on fossil fuels and significant deforestation contributing to emissions, the island 
nation produces more than 3% of all global greenhouse gases, but that could be about to 
change. 
 
President Prabowo Subianto has promised to phase out fossil fuel and coal-power plants within 
the next 15 years and wants to reach net zero by 2050, a full decade earlier than previously 
planned. 
 
The country has not yet submitted its new domestic targets. 
 
United States: The dropouts 
Former US President Joe Biden submitted a climate target for the United States last year, 
pledging to reduce carbon emissions by 61% and 66% by 2035 compared to 2005 levels. 
 
Since then, however, President Donald Trump has withdrawn the US from the Paris Agreement, 
essentially voiding the commitment. In a recent report, experts said the country had experienced 
its "most abrupt shift in energy and climate policy in recent memory". 
 
Still, despite the policy U-turn, the report forecasts that the US is still on a path to reduce its 
greenhouse gases by 26 – 35% by 2035. 
 
Speaking about the Paris Agreement, Gonzales-Zuniga said there had been some success, 
with the projected temperature rise by the end of the century having fallen. 
 
However, she added: "We have always stressed that it was never in line with the actual goal of 
1.5, so there is still that emissions gap that we are dealing with."  
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GMA NEWS 
 
Opong slightly stronger with more areas under storm signals 
By: Vince Angelo Ferreras 
 
Severe Tropical Storm Opong will continue to intensify while passing over the Philippine Sea, 
the state weather bureau PAGASA said on Wednesday evening.  
 
According to the 11 p.m. weather bulletin, the center of Opong was monitored at 595 kilometers 
east of Surigao City, Surigao del Norte, or 660 kilometers east of Maasin City, Southern Leyte.  
 
The severe tropical storm has maximum sustained winds of 100 kilometers per hour near the 
center, and gustiness of up to 125 kilometers per hour. It is moving west-northwest at 15 
kilometers per hour.  
 
Tropical Cyclone Wind Signal No. 2 remains hoisted over Northern Samar and the northern 
portion of Eastern Samar (San Policarpo, Oras, Jipapad, Arteche). 
 
Meanwhile, more areas are now under Signal No. 1:  
 
Luzon  
 

●​ Quezon, including the Polillo Islands 
●​ Rizal 
●​ Laguna 
●​ The southeastern portion of Batangas (Cuenca, Taysan, Lobo, Talisay, Padre Garcia, 

Agoncillo, San Pascual, Santo Tomas, Bauan, San Jose, San Luis, Lipa City, Ibaan, City 
of Tanauan, Mabini, Mataasnakahoy, Alitagtag, Balete, Tingloy, San Juan, San Nicolas, 
Batangas City, Rosario, Santa Teresita, Taal, Malvar, Laurel) 

●​ Marinduque 
●​ Oriental Mindoro 
●​ Romblon 
●​ Camarines Norte 
●​ Camarines Sur 
●​ Catanduanes 
●​ Albay 
●​ Sorsogon 
●​ Masbate, including Ticao Island and Burias Island  

 
Visayas  
 

●​ Samar 
●​ the rest of Eastern Samar 
●​ Biliran 
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●​ the northern portion of Leyte (Barugo, San Miguel, Babatngon, Tacloban City, Calubian, 
Leyte, Capoocan, Carigara, Palo) 

 
PAGASA said that Opong may make landfall over the Bicol Region by Friday afternoon, 
September 26. But it may reach typhoon category before making landfall, it added.  
 
After making landfall and crossing southern Luzon, Opong will continue to move generally 
west-northwestward over the West Philippine Sea and exit the Philippine Area of Responsibility 
on Saturday afternoon or evening, September 27.  
 
On the other hand, the weather forecast showed that Opong may bring rain with gusty winds 
over Eastern Samar, Northern Samar, and Samar.  
Meanwhile, cloudy skies with scattered rains and thunderstorms may be experienced over Bicol 
Region, Central Visayas, Quezon, Dinagat Islands, Surigao del Norte, Isabela, Aurora, and the 
rest of Eastern Visayas due to the severe tropical storm.  
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
 
Why carbon credits matter 
By: Constance See 
 
In Asia, the climate is warming nearly twice as fast as the global average. For countries like the 
Philippines and Singapore, the consequences are neither abstract nor distant. We are already 
seeing the impact today with stronger typhoons, harsher heatwaves, and steadily rising sea 
levels. Climate change is no longer only an environmental crisis but also a test of economic 
resilience, food security, and national survival. It is the defining challenge of our generation, one 
that demands international cooperation more than ever. 
 
Carbon credits can be an important part of the solution, but only if they are designed and 
governed with integrity. At the core, carbon credits channel investment into mitigation projects 
that reduce or remove greenhouse gas emissions. Poorly managed, they can be dismissed as 
“greenwashing.” Done well, they can unlock resources for protecting forests and coastal areas, 
expanding renewable energy, or accelerating the retirement of coal plants. In short, credits can 
move capital into climate action that would not otherwise occur. 
 
Many countries and entities are looking to purchase carbon credits as part of their strategy to 
meet climate targets. Even with the most ambitious decarbonization plans, it may not be 
possible to eliminate all emissions. High-quality, high-integrity carbon credits can address those 
gaps, representing real, additional, measurable, and permanent emissions reductions that are 
independently verified, while adhering to strict social and environmental safeguards. 
 
Rich in biodiversity and renewable energy sources, the Philippines has great mitigation potential 
and is uniquely positioned to be a major player in the global carbon market. The government 
has already begun laying the groundwork. The Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources is developing the Philippine Carbon Regulations to anchor credits in verifiable, 
science-based actions. Other initiatives include the Philippine Greenhouse Gas Inventory 
Management System, to improve monitoring and transparency, and the 5 Million Trees Project 
by 2028, to restore forest ecosystems. The Department of Energy is finalizing a carbon credit 
policy for the energy sector this year, which will facilitate international partnerships, including 
with Singapore. Lawmakers are advancing key measures to strengthen the country’s 
decarbonization framework. The low carbon economy investment bill will require large emitters 
to develop decarbonization plans and invest in sustainable practices. Complementing this, the 
carbon rights bill aims to clarify the ownership of carbon benefits, which will build confidence 
among investors and communities alike. 
 
The carbon credits space is where the partnership between Singapore and the Philippines 
shines. As a global green finance hub, Singapore works with like-minded countries to shape a 
credible global carbon market. Bilateral relations with the Philippines are strong and 
multifaceted, with climate cooperation emerging as a key area of strategic collaboration. In 
August 2024, both sides signed a memorandum of understanding on carbon credits cooperation 
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under Article 6 of the Paris Agreement. We are now working toward a legally binding 
implementation agreement that will set the framework for generating and transferring 
high-integrity carbon credits. This will unlock additional mitigation potential in the Philippines, 
while supporting sustainable development, promoting investments, creating green jobs, uplifting 
local communities, and advancing both countries’ climate goals. Singapore has also signed 
implementation agreements with nine other countries, including Vietnam and Thailand. 
 
Singapore companies have shown strong and growing interest in the Philippine carbon market, 
with some already embarking on innovative projects with local partners. One such initiative is 
the use of carbon credits to finance the early retirement of coal-fired power plants in the 
Philippines. This is a first-of-its-kind project which, if deployed at scale, could catalyze a 
significant new decarbonization pathway for Southeast Asia. 
 
Building on this momentum, the Singapore Embassy in Manila, together with the Makati 
Business Club and the Philippines-Singapore Business Council, will host a High-Level Forum on 
Carbon Credits on Oct. 2. The forum will gather policymakers, investors and experts to take 
stock of progress and chart a path for deeper and more effective collaboration. 
 
As climate-vulnerable countries, the Philippines and Singapore understand the urgency of 
accelerating mitigation. Our collaboration on carbon markets is a step in the right direction, one 
that will contribute to Asean’s broader sustainability agenda and create a safer, more 
prosperous future for generations to come. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY 
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BARMM lawmakers propose establishment of Climate Change Commission 
 
Bangsamoro lawmakers have proposed establishing and institutionalizing policies, initiatives, 
plans, and programs dedicated to addressing climate change concerns.  
 

Member of Parliament (MP) Marjanie Macasalong introduced BTA Bill No. 242, which seeks to 
create the Bangsamoro Climate Change Commission (BCCC). 
The Commission, once established, will serve as the primary policymaking and coordinating 
body of the Bangsamoro government, responsible for overseeing, monitoring, and evaluating 
programs and action plans related to climate change. 

Research shows that the Philippines ranks as the third most affected country by climate change, 
facing numerous challenges such as altered rainfall patterns, droughts, threats to biodiversity 
and food security, rising sea levels, public health risks, changing landscapes, fires, floods, 
storms, and climate-related diseases. 

The Commission will develop a strategic framework and action plan on climate change that will 
be the basis for climate change planning, research and development, extension, and monitoring 
activities aimed at safeguarding vulnerable communities from the impacts of climate change. 

The plan will involve, among other things, an evaluation of the impact of climate change, the 
identification of vulnerable communities, and an investigation of the differential consequences of 
climate change on men, women, and children. 

MPs Basit Abbas, Abdulwahab Pak, Ali Montaha Babao, Tawakal Midtimbang, Susana 
Anayatin, Froilyn Mendoza, Bai Maleiha Candao, Abdulkarim Misuari, Nurredha Misuari, Atty. 
Sha Elijah Dumama-Alba, Nabila Margarita Pangandaman, and Albakil Jikiri are co-authors of 
said bill.  

=END= 
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