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GMA NEWS 
 
Tropical Depression Opong enters PAR 
By: Mariel Celine Serquiña 
 
The tropical depression monitored east of northeastern Mindanao entered the Philippine Area of 
Responsibility (PAR) on Tuesday afternoon. 
 
MANILA BULLETIN 
 
Why corruption deepens the Philippines' environmental crisis 
By: Mat Richter 
 
True enough, it takes two to tango, but greed remains a powerful fuel for the climate crisis. The 
cost is devastating. Typhoons barrel through neighborhoods sweeping away infrastructure, 
claiming lives, and costing the country billions. They leave behind contaminated soils, stripping 
ecosystems of their ability to shield us from future disasters. And, as always, it is the vulnerable 
communities, those who contribute least to global warming, that bear the heaviest blows. 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
 
Church bells toll across Batangas vs corruption, climate emergency 
By: Delfin T. Mallari Jr. 
 
Church bells across Batangas province under the Archdiocese of Lipa will ring on Sunday in 
protest against widespread corruption in government and the worsening climate emergency. 
 
Manila Water joins int’l coastal clean up day to combat climate crisis 
By: Jan Escosio 
 
Manila Water reaffirmed its commitment to environmental protection by participating in this 
year’s International Coastal Cleanup Day, held on 20 September 2025 at the Manila Bay 
Dolomite Beach. 
 
PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY 
 
Filipinos join observance of Int’l Coastal Cleanup Day 
By: Joyce Ann L. Rocamora 
 
Filipinos will take part in cleanup activities Saturday in celebration of the 2025 International 
Coastal Cleanup Day. 
 
THE DAILY GUARDIAN 
 
AI ‘carries risks’ but will help tackle global heating, says UN’s climate chief 
 
Harnessing artificial intelligence will help the world to tackle the climate crisis, but governments 
must step in to regulate the technology, the UN’s climate chief has said. 
 
THE MANILA TIMES 
 
[Opinion] Can environmental law save the Earth? 
By: Amado Tolentino Jr. 
 
The effects of climate change — stronger, wetter and faster forming typhoons, rising 
temperatures, rapid extinction of animal and plant species, ocean pollution, water scarcity, 
infectious diseases, sea level rise, incursions of salt water into food-growing regions, melting 
snowpack in mountain ranges, fierce forest fires, climate refugees — have been drawing 
increasing serious attention and quick action. 
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CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 
MANILA STANDARD 
 
Australia, JICA offer help on climate actions  
 
The Philippines and Australia have agreed to strengthen collaboration on climate actions that 
include reducing carbon emissions and sustainable development. 
 
REMATE 
 
CCC kinalampag sa epekto ng Greenhouse Gas Emission vs climate change, flood 
control 
By: Ernie Reyes 
 
Hinimok ni Senador Win Gatchalian ang Climate Change Commission (CCC) na i-monitor at 
sukatin ang greenhouse gas emissions upang maibsan ang epekto ng climate change at 
mapabuti ang programa ng bansa sa pagkontrol sa baha. 
 

Information and Knowledge Management Division 
 
 

 

 
3 

https://manilastandard.net/environmental-and-sustainability/314645910/australia-jica-offer-help-on-climate-actions.html#google_vignette
https://remate.ph/ccc-kinalampag-sa-epekto-ng-greenhouse-gas-emission-vs-climate-change-flood-control/
https://remate.ph/ccc-kinalampag-sa-epekto-ng-greenhouse-gas-emission-vs-climate-change-flood-control/


GMA NEWS 
 
Tropical Depression Opong enters PAR 
By: Mariel Celine Serquiña 
 
The tropical depression monitored east of northeastern Mindanao entered the Philippine Area of 
Responsibility (PAR) on Tuesday afternoon. 
 
PAGASA said the TD entered PAR at 4 p.m. and will be given the local name “Opong.” 
 
Opong was observed 1,045 km East of Northeastern Mindanao, carrying maximum sustained 
winds of 55km/h near the center and gustiness of up to 70 km/h. It was traveling west-southwest 
at 10 km/h. 
 
The state weather bureau said Opong is “less likely” to affect the weather conditions of the 
country in the next 36 hours.  
 
“Onset of heavy rains due Opong is possible by Thursday (25 September) onwards,” PAGASA 
said. 
 
It added that Signal No. 1 will be hoisted over Eastern Visayas and Bicol Region as early as 
Wednesday.  
 
“The highest Wind Signal that may be hoisted throughout its passage is Wind Signal No. 3, 
considering that this tropical cyclone may reach severe tropical storm category,” state 
meteorologists said. 
 
Opong is expected to continue to intensify over the Philippine Sea and may reach severe 
tropical storm category by Thursday afternoon. 
 
"Further intensification, especially after the passage over the Philippine landmass, is not ruled 
out," PAGASA said. 
 
It added that the storm may pass close or make landfall over Northern Samar by early Friday 
morning and cross Southern Luzon area until Friday evening or Saturday early morning. 
 
Opong may bring moderate to rough seas over the coastal waters of Eastern Visayas and 
northeastern Mindanao starting Thursday afternoon. 
 
A gale warning may be raised over Eastern Visayas and Bicol Region on the same day in 
anticipation of rough to very rough sea conditions.  
Opong is forecast to move generally southwestward over the next 24 hours before turning 
westward to west-northwestward while approaching the Eastern Visayas – Southern Luzon 
area. 
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PAGASA said it is still monitoring Super Typhoon Ragasa, formerly Nando, which exited PAR at 
8 a.m. 
 
At 3 p.m., Ragasa was located 520 km west of Basco, Batanes, with maximum sustained winds 
of 185 km/h and gustiness of 230 km/h. It was moving northwestward at 20 km/h. 
 
Weather forecast 
 
Based on PAGASA’s 4 p.m. weather forecast, the Southwest Monsoon will affect the weather 
conditions of several areas in the country.  
 
These areas include La Union, Pangasinan, Zambales, Bataan, Tarlac, Pampanga, Occidental 
Mindoro, Metro Manila, the rest of Luzon, the Visayas, and the Zamboanga Peninsula. 
 
Meanwhile, the localized thunderstorms will bring partly cloudy to cloudy skies with isolated rain 
showers or thunderstorms throughout the rest of Mindanao. 
 
The state weather bureau warned the public that these weather conditions may cause flash 
floods and landslides.  
 
State meteorologists also said Luzon will experience moderate to strong wind conditions and 
moderate to rough coastal water conditions. 
 
Winds will be light to moderate, while coastal waters will be slight to moderate in Visayas and 
Mindanao. 
 
Sunrise in Metro Manila will be at 5:45 a.m. on Wednesday.  
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MANILA BULLETIN 
 
Why corruption deepens the Philippines' environmental crisis 
By: Mat Richter 
 
True enough, it takes two to tango, but greed remains a powerful fuel for the climate crisis. The 
cost is devastating. Typhoons barrel through neighborhoods sweeping away infrastructure, 
claiming lives, and costing the country billions. They leave behind contaminated soils, stripping 
ecosystems of their ability to shield us from future disasters. And, as always, it is the vulnerable 
communities, those who contribute least to global warming, that bear the heaviest blows. 
 
Flood control mechanisms must be implemented. Mature forests must be protected. Yes, those 
are urgent tasks. But there is even greater necessity to confront insatiable greed. In the 
Philippines, flood mitigation projects too often exist only on paper. The elephants in the room 
hide behind power poles; left unaccountable, they morph into crocodiles, feeding in plain sight 
and darkening what hope remains. Corruption, whether it thrives under the table or before the 
public eye, continues to soothe its unquenchable thirst while communities drown. 
 
All talk no action 
 
Take the example of Tropical Storm Ondoy (2009). Many meteorologists have argued that the 
amount of rain it dumped in Metro Manila was far from normal. This devastation was made 
worse by inadequate flood control structures in rivers and drainage systems, the absence of 
accurate flood forecasting mechanisms, and the lack of proper maintenance of flood warning 
systems. 
 
Years have passed, yet this still angers millions of Filipinos who dutifully pay their taxes but get 
nothing but talk, and no real action, on flood management, again and again. 
 
“Billions of pesos supposedly spent on flood control projects have done nothing to protect 
communities. These projects have become nothing more than illicit revenue streams for corrupt 
politicians and billionaire contractors, while ordinary people pay the price in lost income, lost 
homes, and even lost lives,” said Greenpeace campaigner Jefferson Chua. 
 
What is more frustrating, he added, is that these actors continue to escape accountability while 
the country faces escalating climate consequences. And with the looming threat of La Niña, 
there is little to no time left to repair or redo flood-control systems. 
 
Filipinos suffer flooding born of greed; the government from self-interest. Amid revelations of 
flood control anomalies, the Department of Public Works and Highways continues to rear its 
head, refusing to be dismantled despite data suggesting what appears to be outright misuse of 
funds. 
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In Quezon City, for example, a contractor has recently admitted that he had paid “standard 
operating procedure” kickbacks of 10 to 25 percent to DWPH officials in exchange for flood 
control contracts. The payments were reportedly made in cash once projects were awarded. 
 
Environmental effects of floods and what to do 
 
Flooding from heavy downpours has a severe impact on soil ecology. It reduces oxygen levels 
and depletes microorganisms that maintain soil nutrients, improve soil structure, and enable 
decomposition. It also limits the ability of plants to absorb nutrients, according to a study by the 
Multidisciplinary Digital Publishing Institute in Switzerland. 
 
Climate change is making matters worse. Its effects increase the likelihood of storms with the 
same, or even greater, intensity than Ondoy, research by the International Association of 
Hydrological Sciences in the United Kingdom showed. 
 
To address the flood crisis, the paper emphasized the need to expand distributed and enhanced 
flood mitigation programs, pursue the planned construction of flood control structures, and 
establish effective flood forecasting and early-warning systems. Existing flood management 
strategies should also be reviewed and updated to reflect current safety standards for 
prevention and control. 
 
A study by Southeast Asia Development Solutions highlighted that nature-based solutions, such 
as planting mangroves, restoring wetlands, and building bioswales, can help reduce flooding. 
The Asian Development Bank estimated that these measures could prevent more than $60 
million in damages annually. 
 
“The proposed solutions aim to reduce the incidence of waterborne diseases caused by floods, 
encourage recreational activities, create spawning grounds for fish, and increase biodiversity in 
river basins,” the study noted. 
 
If we are to build lasting resilience, Dr. Dixon Gevaña, director of the Forestry Development 
Center at UP Los Baños, told Manila Bulletin, we must restore the ecosystems that sustain us, 
including mangroves, while empowering communities that depend on them. 
 
Projects should also be supported by clear standards, regular monitoring, independent 
assessments, and the active involvement of civil society and local communities to help hold 
leaders accountable, Dr. Gevaña told MB. 
 
Demanding humanness from huge polluters 
 
Chua urged President Marcos Jr. to hold corrupt officials and contractors accountable for 
mishandling flood control projects. He noted that the state can impose regulations, demand loss 
and damage payments, and seek reparations from the world’s biggest climate polluters. 
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“Filipinos cannot keep suffering the double burden of corruption and corporate impunity. Apart 
from setting up independent commissions to investigate these scandalous anomalies, President 
Marcos should take a step further and pursue the obligations of states to protect citizens from 
human rights harms due to climate impacts, as stated in the International Court of Justice’s 
advisory opinion,” he said. 
 
Taxpayers, he warned, will continue to bear the brunt of climate damages if such duties aren’t 
carried out with urgency. Chua stressed that the president must expedite the passage of the 
Climate Accountability Bill, and require climate loss and damage fees from fossil fuel companies 
and wealthy nations. 
 
“The president must protect natural ecosystems and help businesses move away from 
extractive and environmentally destructive business models, toward models that uphold the 
balance of nature and the well-being of people and communities,” he added. 
 
Such flood control projects reveal an environmental crisis, one that drowns the masses not only 
in floodwaters, but in a perpetual cycle of impunity.  Money-hungry leaders bathe in wads of 
cash to soothe their addiction; poor communities wade through murky waters to salvage what 
little they have left.  Without accountability from the inhumane, we are doomed to replay history 
like a broken record that deafens our war cry. 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
 
Church bells toll across Batangas vs corruption, climate emergency 
By: Delfin T. Mallari Jr. 
 
Church bells across Batangas province under the Archdiocese of Lipa will ring on Sunday in 
protest against widespread corruption in government and the worsening climate emergency. 
 
In a circular issued on Sept. 18, Archbishop Gilbert Garcera, D.D., directed that at 6 a.m., 12 
noon, and 6 p.m. on Sunday, the bells of the Minor Basilica and Parish of the Immaculate 
Conception in Batangas City, St. Raphael the Archangel Parish in Calaca City, and all other 
parishes in the Archdiocese of Lipa “be tolled simultaneously.” 
 
“Let this act of faith be accompanied by prayers for those who suffer from climate-related 
disasters, for the conversion of hearts of those in positions of leadership, and for our continued 
commitment to live responsibly as stewards of creation,” Garcera said. 
 
He added: “May the tolling of our bells resound not only as a lament for the wounds inflicted 
upon our common home, but also as a call to hope, unity, and decisive action to safeguard 
creation and promote justice through the loving intercession of Our Lady of Caysasay, our 
Mother and Queen, and under the protection of St. Joseph, patron of our Archdiocese.” 
 
Garcera said the Archdiocese of Lipa received a letter from the Philippine Movement for Climate 
Justice and Clean and Healthy Air for All Batangueños, “expressing their deep concern 
regarding the worsening climate emergency and its grave consequences on health, livelihood, 
and the integrity of creation, particularly here in Batangas, which hosts a concentration of 
fossil-fuel-based industries.” 
 
“Furthermore, they also bring to our awareness the moral challenge of corruption, which, in 
many ways, aggravates the suffering of our communities. Their appeal seeks the solidarity of 
our local Church in sounding a prophetic cry for climate justice and integrity in governance,” he 
said. 
 
The World Risk Index has named the Philippines the most at-risk country due to climate change 
for the 16th straight year, citing frequent and destructive storms. 
 
Amid this threat, the country also suffers from systemic corruption, with at least 20 percent of 
yearly government allocations being misused, according to data from the Office of the 
Ombudsman. 
 
Calls for accountability over alleged corruption in public works projects drove multi-sectoral 
groups and thousands of ordinary Filipinos to stage massive demonstrations today in Metro 
Manila and more than 20 other urban centers across the country./coa 
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Manila Water joins int’l coastal clean up day to combat climate crisis 
By: Jan Escosio 
 
Manila Water reaffirmed its commitment to environmental protection by participating in this 
year’s International Coastal Cleanup Day, held on 20 September 2025 at the Manila Bay 
Dolomite Beach. 
 
As part of the global movement to address marine pollution and climate change, 32 
employee-volunteers from Manila Water joined over 85,000 participants from various 
government agencies and private organizations nationwide in clearing coastal debris. This 
year’s cleanup drive successfully collected nearly 460,000 kilograms of waste from at least 298 
sites across the country.  
 
Other major cleanup locations include SM by the Bay in Pasay City, Las Piñas–Parañaque 
Wetland Park, Tanza Marine Tree Park in Navotas, Pasig River in Pandacan, Baseco Lagoon in 
Manila, Tullahan River in Quezon City, and coastal areas behind Aseana City and Solaire 
Resort in Parañaque—all contributing to the nationwide effort to restore marine ecosystems.  
 
Organized by the Manila Bay Coordinating Office under the Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources (DENR), the event at the Dolomite Beach site carried the theme “Clean Seas 
Against the Climate Crisis”, emphasizing the role of ocean-based climate mitigation and 
biodiversity conservation in achieving a more sustainable future.  
 
“We are honored to be part of this meaningful initiative. Our participation goes beyond water 
service. It’s about protecting the ecosystems that sustain us and inspiring collective action for a 
cleaner, more resilient future,” said Jeric Sevilla, Manila Water Communications Affairs Group 
Director.  
 
The Dolomite Beach event featured messages from key officials including Jacob F. Meimban Jr., 
Executive Director of the Manila Bay Coordinating Office; Michael V. Cabalda, DENR Assistant 
Secretary for Mining and Concern; and Jonas R. Leones, DENR Undersecretary for Policy, 
Planning, and International Affairs. A participant briefing was also led by Rodellina M. de Villa, 
MEO West OIC Director.  
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PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY 
 
Filipinos join observance of Int’l Coastal Cleanup Day 
By: Joyce Ann L. Rocamora 
 
Filipinos will take part in cleanup activities Saturday in celebration of the 2025 International 
Coastal Cleanup Day. 
 
“With the theme ‘Tayo ang Solusyon,’ we are reminded that we can be the solution in protecting 
the ecosystems that serve as nature-based defenses against climate change,” DENR Secretary 
Raphael Lotilla said in a news release. 
 
“Across Metro Manila and throughout the country, simultaneous cleanup activities are being 
held. Whether in designated sites or within your own communities, your participation matters,” 
he added. 
 
The Philippine government, as part of the National Cleanup Month and Maritime and 
Archipelagic Nation Awareness Month, joins in the observance of International Coastal Cleanup, 
the largest volunteer effort for ocean and waterway protection. 
 
There are at least 298 cleanup sites identified nationwide, including the shores of SM by the 
Bay in Pasay City, Las Piñas–Parañaque Wetland Park, Tanza Marine Tree Park in Navotas, 
Manila Bay Dolomite Beach, Tullahan River in Quezon City, Pasig River in the Pandacan 
(Manila) area, Baseco Lagoon in Manila, and the back of Aseana City and Solaire Resort in 
Parañaque. 
 
The International Coastal Cleanup is observed every third Saturday of September. 
 
This year’s theme “Clean Seas Against the Climate Crisis” underscores the urgent call to 
advance ocean-based solutions for climate adaptation and mitigation, while conserving 
biodiversity and ensuring the sustainable use of marine resources in step with the United 
Nations Ocean Decade.  
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THE DAILY GUARDIAN 
 
AI ‘carries risks’ but will help tackle global heating, says UN’s climate chief 
 
Harnessing artificial intelligence will help the world to tackle the climate crisis, but governments 
must step in to regulate the technology, the UN’s climate chief has said. 
 
AI is being used to make energy systems more efficient, and to develop tools to reduce carbon 
from industrial processes. The UN is also using AI as an aid to climate diplomacy. 
 
But concerns over the vast and increasing energy requirements of large datacentres must 
prompt governments to act, said Simon Stiell, executive secretary of the UN framework 
convention on climate change. 
 
“AI is not a ready-made solution, and it carries risks. But it can also be a gamechanger. So we 
now need to blunt its dangerous edges, sharpen its catalytic ones, and put it astutely to work,” 
he said. “If you run a major AI platform, power it with renewables, and innovate to drive energy 
efficiency.” 
 
He added: “Done properly, AI releases human capacity, not replaces it. Most important is its 
power to drive real-world outcomes: managing microgrids, mapping climate risk, guiding resilient 
planning.” 
 
Stiell gave an upbeat assessment of the state of global climate action, saying the world was 
“aligning with the Paris agreement”, with renewable energy booming, and governments set to 
produce fresh commitments on cutting carbon. 
 
Speaking on Monday on the sidelines of the UN general assembly in New York, where world 
leaders have gathered amid stark geopolitical tensions, conflict and economic strains, he made 
a robust defence of climate diplomacy, in the face of outright hostility from Donald Trump’s 
White House. 
 
“If we look past the noise, the facts show a world aligning with the Paris agreement,” he said. 
“Investment in renewables has increased tenfold in 10 years. The clean energy transition is 
booming across almost all major economies, and hit $2tn last year alone.” 
 
China has led the global clean energy boom, but others – including the EU, India, African 
nations and Latin America – are also seeing widespread uptake of clean options. Investment 
has hit obstacles in the US, where Trump has ordered the dismantling of federal efforts to tackle 
the climate crisis, but many state governments and companies are continuing with their 
commitments. 
 
Companies are seeing economic opportunities in the shift to a low-carbon world, but more 
finance is still needed. According to research published on Monday by the Industrial Transition 

 
12 

https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2025/sep/22/ai-carries-risks-but-will-help-tackle-global-heating-says-uns-climate-chief


Accelerator, of more than 700 low-carbon industrial installations in planning and development 
around the world, only 15 a year were gaining the finance necessary to go into full production. 
This represented a $1.6tn (£1.2tn) opportunity for investors, the group said. 
 
Citing the research, Stiell said: “We’re not waiting for miracles. The economics are on our side. 
Over 90% of new renewables cost less than the cheapest new fossil option. The technologies 
and solutions already exist.” 
 
But he said the benefits of the race to a low-carbon economy were not yet being felt “in living 
rooms”, though companies were seeing the difference. “This boom is uneven. Its vast benefits 
are not shared by all,” said Stiell. 
 
The impacts of the climate crisis were also accelerating, he added, so progress needed to be 
much faster. Governments are obliged, under the Paris agreement, to produce fresh national 
plans – known as nationally determined contributions, or NDCs – on curbing greenhouse gases. 
They were due in February, but Stiell extended the deadline to this month ahead of the crunch 
Cop30 climate summit in Brazil in November, where the next decade of climate action will be 
discussed. 
 
Many major economies – including the EU, China, India, Russia and Saudi Arabia – have yet to 
formally submit their national plans. Trump has withdrawn the US from the Paris agreement. 
 
Stiell, who in a recent interview with the Guardian called for more emphasis on the positive 
economic opportunities of the climate crisis, said: “Every Cop has its challenges. And there are 
always naysayers. But they are only the story if we make them the story. 
 
“Right now we need to reaffirm, sending a stronger, unmistakable signal: the world is still 
rock-solid behind Paris, and fully onboard for climate cooperation – because it works, and 
together we will make it work faster.”  
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THE MANILA TIMES 
 
[Opinion] Can environmental law save the Earth? 
By: Amado Tolentino Jr. 
 
The effects of climate change — stronger, wetter and faster forming typhoons, rising 
temperatures, rapid extinction of animal and plant species, ocean pollution, water scarcity, 
infectious diseases, sea level rise, incursions of salt water into food-growing regions, melting 
snowpack in mountain ranges, fierce forest fires, climate refugees — have been drawing 
increasing serious attention and quick action. 
 
From scientific studies, the simplest way to avoid the worst of global warming is to stop the 
release of carbon dioxide (CO2), the most significant greenhouse gas over which we have 
control. Emission of carbon dioxide results from burning fossil fuels, including coal, oil and 
natural gas to produce energy. Other processes that emit CO2 include agricultural practices and 
even manufacture of cement. The amount of CO2 in the atmosphere has a direct impact on the 
temperature of the Earth. 
 
With the world’s concern over the greenhouse gas emissions, the solution thought of in climate 
conferences is to convert the global economy to carbon-neutral forms of energy and to do so at 
a pace designed to avoid economic dislocations. 
 
In the Paris Agreement, signatory countries committed to limiting the increase of global 
temperature to an average of 1.5 degrees Celsius. To achieve that goal, governments need to 
update their Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) for the reason that what was promised 
does not come closer to what is needed to achieve the Paris climate agreement goals. 
 
So far, only Bhutan, a small, developing country in Asia, has actually made its economy 
carbon-neutral. Leading emitters though have made commitments — China by 2060; the United 
States, the European Union, India and Russia by 2050. 
 
Be that as it may, every country must take action now although developing and least developed 
countries, particularly the climate-vulnerable ones, deserve support in terms of know-how, 
technology and funding. Advanced countries, on the other hand, must fulfill their pledges, set a 
good example and prove they are reliable partners in a global transformation to sustainability. 
 
Collaborative action 
 
In this connection, collaborative action across government levels is an ongoing process. In 
Canada, Indonesia, the Philippines, Fiji, Tonga, Rwanda, South Sudan and Colombia, national 
urban development policies are referenced in the N. They want to boost the potential of cities 
and urban communities at improving living standards by reducing emissions. Examples of 
collaborative climate action include that of Canada’s westernmost province, British Columbia, 
which introduced a carbon tax that could counter rising greenhouse gas emissions by making 
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goods and services that are associated with high emissions more expensive. It foresees 
reduction in other government taxes, providing balancing mechanisms to facilitate a 
revenue-neutral transition to a low-carbon economy. Building on that success, Canada’s federal 
government introduced a nationwide carbon tax which can eventually define the country’s 
national standard. Indonesia’s web-based platform “Aksara” compiles data on greenhouse gas 
emissions which show how much they could be reduced if all of the country’s climate programs 
were fully implemented. In the Philippines, on the other hand, Bonifacio Global City shifted its 
focus to lessen carbon emissions via eco-friendly initiatives and advocacies. It converted 
streetlights, parks and buildings with a renewable energy source, encouraging alternative 
transportation modes, and planting trees and shrubs around the city which helps improve the 
urban microclimate. 
 
International climate collaboration for long-term climate and development planning that 
maximizes long-term benefits offers opportunities for enacting climate policies across 
government levels. The Paris Agreement, which as mentioned, requires countries to submit 
NDCs and input from all levels of government, is needed to spell out targets and responsibilities. 
An NDC will necessarily include a monitoring and reporting system so all relevant government 
agencies could submit data. In all this, setting up a good communications system is 
indispensable. 
 
Climate change and human health 
 
Climate change is increasingly impacting human health. Most affected by weather changes and 
extreme weather events are people in developing and in-transition economy countries. Aside 
from small economies, they also have weak health care infrastructure. Disappearing glaciers, 
flooding and landslides create favorable conditions for diseases like malaria as well as 
contaminated water-caused diseases, i.e., cholera and typhus. Decline in harvest of staple 
foods due to extreme weather gives way to malnutrition. 
 
Preventive health measures of affected countries include integration of climate protection and 
adaptation measures into health policy and promotion of renewable energies like solar and 
hydroelectric power plants. 
 
To be concluded on Oct. 4, 2025 
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CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 
MANILA STANDARD 
 
Australia, JICA offer help on climate actions  
 
The Philippines and Australia have agreed to strengthen collaboration on climate actions that 
include reducing carbon emissions and sustainable development.  
 
The Philippines also welcomed technical experts from the Japan International Cooperation 
Agency (JICA) as part of a two-year technical cooperation project aimed at strengthening the 
organizational and technical capacities of the Climate Change Commission (CCC). 
CCC Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje met with Australia’s Regional Climate Counsellor 
Ashley Brosnan to further enhance bilateral cooperation on shared climate priorities.  
 
The discussions focused on aligning priorities ahead of the 30th Conference of the Parties 
(COP30) to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), as well 
as ongoing preparations for the Philippines’ updating of its Nationally Determined Contribution 
(NDC).  
 
“We’re ready to support each other wherever needed,” said Borje. “This meeting is an 
opportunity to strengthen our collaboration and push forward shared priorities in the climate 
agenda.” 
The two sides explored cooperation in several key areas, including NDC enhancement, 
implementation of Article 6 of the Paris Agreement, just transition strategies and low-carbon 
development pathways. 

Both parties also emphasized the importance of technical exchanges and sustained 
coordination among government agencies, civil society organizations and subject matter 
experts. 

“We’ve been able to narrow down the agenda to better understand which sectors are 
key―whether energy, transportation, or agriculture,” Borje added. “We’re moving forward with 
support from development partners like the Australian Government and the Asian Development 
Bank (ADB), and we’re making sure resources are being optimized.” CCC News 

Also present in the meeting were Peter Adams, Acting Deputy Head on Mission, and Sarah 
Spencer, First Secretary, Development Counsellor at the Australian Embassy in the Philippines. 

The engagement reflects the CCC’s continuing commitment to advancing international 
cooperation in support of the country’s climate resilience and sustainable development agenda. 
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The JICA experts committed to help the Philippines establish a Measurement, Reporting, and 
Verification (MRV) system to support the implementation of the Philippines’ Nationally 
Determined Contributions (NDCs). 

Borje conveyed his appreciation for JICA’s steadfast commitment to institutional development 
and climate action in the Philippines. 

“JICA’s support enables us to adopt more science-based and responsive approaches to our 
climate planning and action,” said Borje. “Through this cooperation, we are strengthening the 
CCC not just as a technical agency but as a beacon of unified national action for a more 
climate-resilient Philippines.” 

The technical cooperation focuses on two major outcomes: enhancing the CCC’s institutional 
capacity, and designing, piloting, and operationalizing an MRV system aligned with international 
climate reporting requirements. 

The JICA experts also committed to supporting CCC’s continued transformation into a 
responsive civil service agency capable of providing cross-sectoral support for the country’s 
climate goals.  
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REMATE 
 
CCC kinalampag sa epekto ng Greenhouse Gas Emission vs climate change, flood 
control 
By: Ernie Reyes 
 
Hinimok ni Senador Win Gatchalian ang Climate Change Commission (CCC) na i-monitor at 
sukatin ang greenhouse gas emissions upang maibsan ang epekto ng climate change at 
mapabuti ang programa ng bansa sa pagkontrol sa baha.​
 
“Dapat ipakita ng CCC ang siyensiya sa likod ng climate change upang maging gabay sa flood 
control projects. Madaling isisi sa climate change pero kung ito talaga ang dahilan ng pagdami 
ng mga bilang ng pagbabaha, kailangan natin ng mga solusyon tulad ng isang epektibong 
programa para sa pagkontrol sa baha,” sabi ni Gatchalian sa pagdinig ng Senado hinggil sa 
iminumungkahing pondo ng CCC para sa 2026. 

“Kailangan natin ng taunang pagsubaybay sa greenhouse gas emissions para malaman kung 
napapabuti tayo at nananalo sa laban na ito, at iyon ang buong punto kung bakit merong CCC,” 
pagdidiin niya. 

Ayon sa senador, hindi lamang dapat magtuon ang CCC sa pagsunod sa mga international 
commitments kundi gawing makabuluhan din ang papel nito sa mga ordinaryong Pilipino. 

“Gusto natin na bigyan tayo ng CCC ng siyentipikong solusyon sa climate change at maging 
mahalaga sa ating mga nasasakupan,” sabi ni Gatchalian. 

Aniya, ang maraming Pilipino ay nakakaugnay sa mga isyu ng climate change tulad ng pagbaha 
sa gitna ng pagkakadiskubre ng mga anomalyang proyekto kaugnay ng pagkontrol sa baha. 

=END= 
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