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Climate change wreaking havoc on world’s water cycle: UN
By: Mariamne Everett

Climate change is making the Earth’s water cycle increasingly erratic, resulting in extreme swings
between deluge and drought across the world, the United Nations has warned.

ECO BUSINESS

[Opinion] To make the climate issue resonate in China, root it in local realities
By: Tan Hao

A few months ago, Chinese student Jiang Yurong’s commencement speech at Harvard University
ignited a heated debate on the Chinese internet.

PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER

DOE chief: No need to rush into the ‘net zero’ bandwagon
By: Lisbet K. Esmael

The country’s energy chief sees no need to establish “net zero” commitments given the Philippine
market’s aggressive renewable buildup.

Government offices now required to go ‘green’
By: Lisbet K. Esmael

The government is making bolder moves to cut power costs and embrace green technology, as all
agencies are now mandated to use energy-efficient products and deploy solar rooftop systems.
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ICJ’s silence on gender aspect of climate justice
By: Farah Kabir

On July 23, 2025, the International Court of Justice (ICJ) issued a landmark advisory opinion on
states’ obligations related to climate change, a long-awaited milestone in the global push for
climate justice. However, the opinion falls short in addressing crucial justice dimensions,
particularly from a feminist perspective.

RAPPLER

Nando strengthens into tropical storm over Philippine Sea
By: Acor Arceo

Nando intensified from a tropical depression into a tropical storm over the Philippine Sea at 8 pm
onThursday, September 18.
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Climate change wreaking havoc on world’s water cycle: UN
By: Mariamne Everett

Climate change is making the Earth’s water cycle increasingly erratic, resulting in extreme swings
between deluge and drought across the world, the United Nations has warned.

The UN’s World Meteorological Organization (WMO) said in a report released on Thursday that the
global water cycle was becoming ever more unpredictable, with shrinking glaciers, droughts,
unbalanced river basins and severe floods wreaking havoc.

“The world’s water resources are under growing pressure and, at the same time, more extreme
water-related hazards are having an increasing impact on lives and livelihoods,” WMO chief
Celeste Saulo said in a statement accompanying the release of the annual State of Global Water
Resources report.

The international group of scientists assessed freshwater availability and water storage across the
world, including lakes, river flow, groundwater, soil moisture, snow cover and ice melt.

Last year was the hottest on record, leading to prolonged droughts in northern parts of South
America, the Amazon Basin and Southern Africa.

Parts of Central Africa, Europe and Asia, meanwhile, were dealing with wetter weather than usual,
being hit with devastating floods or deadly storms, said the report.

At a global level, WMO said, 2024 was the sixth consecutive year where there had been a “clear
imbalance” in the world’s river basins.

“Two-thirds have too much or too little water – reflecting the increasingly erratic hydrological cycle,”
it said.

While the world has natural cycles of climate variability from year to year, long-term trends outlined
in the report indicate that the water cycle, at a global scale, is accelerating.

Stefan Uhlenbrook, WMO director of hydrology in the water and cryosphere division, said scientists
feel it is “increasingly difficult to predict”.

“It’s more erratic, so either too much or too low on average flow per year,” he said.

As global warming drives higher global temperatures, the atmosphere can hold more water, leading
either to longer dry periods or more intense rainfall.

Uhlenbrook said: “The climate changing is everything changing, and that has an impact on the
water cycle dynamics.”

The WMO also flagged how the water quality in vital lakes was declining due to warmer weather,
and glaciers shrank across all regions for the third year in a row.

The meltwater had added about 1.2mm to the global sea level in a single year, contributing to
flooding risk for hundreds of millions of people living in coastal zones, the report warned.
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The WMO called for more monitoring and data sharing across the board.

“Understanding and quantifying water resources and hydrological extremes … is critical for
managing risks,” the report said, flagging the dangers of droughts, floods and glacier loss.
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[Opinion] To make the climate issue resonate in China, root it in local realities
By: Tan Hao

A few months ago, Chinese student Jiang Yurong’s commencement speech at Harvard University
ignited a heated debate on the Chinese internet.

Her remarks emphasised diversity, humanity and globalism. They were met with ridicule back
home, with some criticising them as empty and self-righteous. Others accused her of promoting so-
called “Western values”. In the context of today’s tense international geopolitics, she was even
portrayed as a spokesperson for American interests.

Like many online controversies, the discussion soon faded. But the deeper problem it reflected has
not gone away. In China’s public sphere, there is a widespread suspicion and resistance toward
what are perceived as “elite discourses”.

The same sentiment also shapes discussions of climate change. In China, climate issues face a
similar risk – of being dismissed as the self-indulgent rhetoric of a small elite, and the need to fight
climate change being regarded as a narrative imposed by the West.

Overcoming this perception requires a climate discourse that puts Chinese citizens’ lived
experiences and core interests at the centre. Rather than framing climate change as an abstract
global issue, it should be rooted in China’s distinctive socio-political realities – economic livelihoods,
national security, and environmental quality – issues that directly affect everyday life.

Climate change has significant implications for food, water and energy security, as well as risks
from sea-level rise and extreme weather to critical infrastructure and human safety. These
challenges, even if not immediately visible, are legitimate concerns for ordinary people.

Two myths in China’s climate debate
In current Chinese public opinion, two common views on climate change stand out. The first is that:

“Climate change is natural, and global warming may even benefit China”

Proponents of this myth often cite historical climate records: elephants once roamed northern
China, and the Tang Dynasty was warmer than today. So, they argue, there is little cause for alarm.
Some even claim that warming could improve northern China’s cold climate, increase rainfall, and
turn deserts into fertile farmland, thus restoring the “prosperity of the Han and Tang dynasties”.
Certain well-known scholars have echoed this view.

Two myths in China’s climate debate
In current Chinese public opinion, two common views on climate change stand out. The first is that:

“Climate change is natural, and global warming may even benefit China”

Proponents of this myth often cite historical climate records: elephants once roamed northern
China, and the Tang Dynasty was warmer than today. So, they argue, there is little cause for alarm.
Some even claim that warming could improve northern China’s cold climate, increase rainfall, and
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turn deserts into fertile farmland, thus restoring the “prosperity of the Han and Tang dynasties”.
Certain well-known scholars have echoed this view.

“Climate change is really about development, and responsibility lies with the West”

Another widely held perspective frames climate change entirely in terms of geopolitics and Sino-
Western rivalry. A well-known example is a widely circulated television interview from 2010, in
which a prominent academician, when challenged about China’s rising carbon emissions, bluntly
asked the reporter: “Are Chinese people not human?”

His point was that Chinese citizens should have the same right to development and carbon
emissions as Westerners – especially given per capita emissions at the time were still far lower in
China. While this rebuttal to Western criticism had some legitimacy, it was unfortunately often
interpreted, particularly among nationalists, as evidence that climate discourse was merely a
Western political conspiracy.

Why the west cares – and China stays cool
Beyond these positions, the broader divergence is striking. Western societies show much greater
public concern over climate issues, while in China it remains relatively low.

Climate change has become a central issue on the social agenda in many advanced economies. It
is often viewed as an existential crisis, reflected in frequent protests that sometimes escalate into
direct actions – blocking coal trains, disrupting traffic, and even vandalising museum artworks.

By contrast, public interest in China remains limited. This is despite government departments,
research institutions and media platforms such as Dialogue Earth continuing to advance research
and discussion on climate issues, with some success. For most Chinese citizens, climate change
continues to rank far below employment, housing, medical care or education as a pressing concern.

This is not to suggest that China needs the kind of radical tactics seen in some Western
environmental movements. But the lack of public engagement undeniably poses challenges for
sustaining momentum in climate action.

Development alone doesn’t explain the difference

One explanation for this divergence lies in levels of economic development. Several studies
suggest that the perceived importance of climate change tends to increase with per capita income.
In many developing countries, climate issues are often overshadowed by more immediate priorities,
such as economic growth, education, healthcare and security.

Yet economic development alone does not fully explain this difference. Long before Western
countries reached China’s current average income, environmental movements had already
flourished, laying the groundwork for later social mobilisation around climate change.

From Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring in the 1960s, to the first Earth Day in 1970, to the anti-nuclear
protests, and later the widespread attention to global warming sparked by Al Gore’s An
Inconvenient Truth in the 2000s, environmental movements in the West evolved significantly over
time.

As local environmental conditions improved and legislation became increasingly stringent, these
movements gradually shifted their focus from combating “local pollution” to addressing the broader
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challenge of climate change. Driving this evolution were decades of grassroots activism, the vitality
of NGOs and civil society, and the rise of political forces such as Green parties.

Making climate change resonate with the Chinese public

In China, strong state leadership and proactive engagement by industry to pursue economic
opportunities have driven remarkable progress in the clean-energy transition. But to ensure the
long-term sustainability of climate action, broader public awareness and support remain essential.
Without public buy-in, difficult trade-offs between short- and long-term, visible and invisible interests
could face significant resistance.

To make climate change discourse resonate more deeply with the public, it should be connected to
issues that ordinary people already care about in the Chinese socio-political context. Three issues
stand out:

Livelihoods and the economy
The public needs to recognise that key economic dynamics directly affect jobs, incomes and
business opportunities. These include the growth of the new-energy sector, carbon emissions
regulation and trading, and the EU’s forthcoming carbon levy.

National security in a broad sense
Climate change has significant implications for food, water and energy security, as well as risks
from sea-level rise and extreme weather to critical infrastructure and human safety. These
challenges, even if not immediately visible, are legitimate concerns for ordinary people and should
be factored into their long-term planning.

Local environmental issues

Carbon reduction should be embedded within the broader framework of environmental protection,
working in synergy with goals such as improved air quality and ecological restoration.

In short, for climate change to gain more traction among the Chinese public, it is necessary to
develop a discourse rooted in local realities, one that tells climate stories in truly relatable and
compelling ways.
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER

DOE chief: No need to rush into the ‘net zero’ bandwagon
By: Lisbet K. Esmael

The country’s energy chief sees no need to establish “net zero” commitments given the Philippine
market’s aggressive renewable buildup.

Department of Energy (DOE) Secretary Sharon Garin said Thursday the net zero targets being set
by other countries were their commitments to international organizations or institutions.

Net zero means cutting carbon emissions to a small amount of residual emissions that can be
absorbed and durably stored by nature and other carbon dioxide removal measures, leaving zero in
the atmosphere.

To keep global warming to no more than 1.5°C – as called for in the Paris Agreement, the
international treaty on climate change – emissions need to be reduced by 45 percent by 2030 and
reach net zero by 2050.

Data from the United Nations showed that as of mid-2024, at least 107 countries had adopted net
zero pledges.

Own goals
In the case of the Philippines, she said the government has its own goals—to increase the share of
renewable energy in the power generation mix to 35 percent by 2030 and even scale this up to 50
percent by 2040. Currently, the contribution is only at 22 percent.

“So we have a national target in a sense at our own domestic policies. We do not need to commit
to any other country what we want to do for our country,” Garin told reporters on the sidelines of the
Philippine Net Zero Conference 2025 in Taguig City.

“We decide ourselves what our targets are. And we have good targets for net zero,” she added.

The Marcos administration has been ramping up its efforts to entice more investors in the
renewable space. It has the green energy auction program to accelerate clean assets deployments,
while providing developers with incentivized fixed power rates.
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Government offices now required to go ‘green’
By: Lisbet K. Esmael

The government is making bolder moves to cut power costs and embrace green technology, as all
agencies are now mandated to use energy-efficient products and deploy solar rooftop systems.

The directive that requires government offices nationwide to comply with the minimum energy
performance standards (MEPS) was approved through a resolution of the Interagency Energy
Efficiency and Conservation Committee, chaired by the Department of Energy (DOE).

MEPS, which is under the Philippine Energy Labeling Program, makes sure that agencies only
purchase compliant products.

“By requiring energy-efficient products and prioritizing solar rooftops, we are not only reducing
costs but also setting an example for every household, business, and community,” DOE Secretary
Sharon Garin says.

“This is more than compliance; it’s a statement of our firm resolve to build a cleaner, smarter and
more sustainable Philippines, starting with the government,” she adds.

Empowering LGUs
The establishment of dedicated energy efficiency and conservation offices in local government
units is also on the table, the DOE notes.

“This measure aims to empower LGUs (local government units) to design tailored energy-saving
programs and give communities more control over their consumption,” it says.

The Philippines has the Government Energy Management Program or GEMP, which seeks to
reduce electricity and fuel usage by at least 10 percent in agencies. This is envisioned “through the
efficient use and conservation of energy and fuel, among others.”

Officials earlier said that the program needs additional funding of about P10 billion to hit the targets.

Complementing these efforts, the DOE is eyeing a package worth up to $300 million to support the
rollout of rooftop solar systems and other energy efficiency efforts in public schools and hospitals.

No ‘net-zero’ targeting
While the Philippines has yet to set its net-zero targets, Garin said the government has been
making great strides in renewable deployment.

“So we have a national target in a sense at our own domestic policies. We do not need to commit
to any other country what we want to do for our country,” she tells reporters on the sidelines of the
Philippine Net Zero Conference 2025 in Taguig City.

Net zero means cutting carbon emissions to a small amount of residual emissions that can be
absorbed and durably stored by nature and other carbon dioxide removal measures, leaving zero in
the atmosphere.

Renewable energy
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The government has the goal to increase renewable energy’s share in the power generation mix to
35 percent by 2030 and even scale this up to 50 percent by 2040.

Currently, its contribution is only at 22 percent.

To keep global warming to no more than 1.5°C—as called for in the Paris Agreement, the
international treaty on climate change—emissions need to be reduced by 45 percent by 2030 and
reach net zero by 2050.

Data from the United Nations showed that as of mid-2024, at least 107 countries had adopted net-
zero pledges.
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ICJ’s silence on gender aspect of climate justice
By: Farah Kabir

On July 23, 2025, the International Court of Justice (ICJ) issued a landmark advisory opinion on
states’ obligations related to climate change, a long-awaited milestone in the global push for
climate justice. However, the opinion falls short in addressing crucial justice dimensions,
particularly from a feminist perspective.

The ICJ addressed two key questions: what legal obligations states hold concerning climate
change, and what consequences arise from failing those obligations, especially for vulnerable
populations and future generations. The court confirmed that these obligations stem both from
climate treaties and customary international law, human rights law, and general principles of
international law.

Substantively, the court affirmed that all states must act to prevent “significant harm” to the
environment and to human rights threatened by climate change. This includes a duty of due
diligence to regulate emissions and a binding obligation to cooperate globally. Crucially, the court
elevated the 1.5-degree-Celsius target of Paris Agreement from an aspirational goal to a legally
relevant benchmark, meaning the countries’ climate pledges may now be judged against it in legal
terms.

The opinion underscored that inaction violates core human rights: the rights to life, health, food,
water, and a healthy environment. It emphasized that states could bear international responsibility
for failing to act in accordance with scientific evidence and well-established legal norms. This
pressures countries to enhance their next Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) and scale
up financial and technical support for developing countries, based on the principles of equity and
common but differentiated responsibilities.

The ICJ’s recognition that climate-vulnerable nations like Bangladesh and Small Island Developing
States (SIDS) can retain legal personality even if rising seas physically submerge them is
groundbreaking. It enhances their legal standing in climate negotiations and opens the door to
potential reparation claims in case of climate inaction by states or corporations.

However, the ICJ’s opinion stops short of addressing one of the most persistent blind spots in
global climate governance: the gendered dimensions of climate justice.

From a feminist lens, the opinion remains overly abstract and state-centric, failing to recognize how
intersecting vulnerabilities shape real-world experiences. Although it references “vulnerable
groups,” it does not disaggregate or meaningfully analyze how women, indigenous peoples, gender
minorities, and those at the margins of poverty and displacement face disproportionate climate
impacts.

Feminist legal scholars argue that this was a missed opportunity to incorporate gender-specific
obligations into the climate governance framework. By not applying an intersectional approach, the
opinion risks reinforcing structural inequalities rooted in patriarchal systems that govern access to
resources, political voice, and burdens of unpaid labour. Women in the Global South, for instance,
often serve as frontline defenders of the environment while being excluded from formal climate
decision-making and finance. The ICJ’s silence on this reinforces a justice framework that is
procedural but not transformative.
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The ICJ’s bench remains predominantly male and drawn from elite legal circles. While
representation alone doesn’t guarantee justice, diverse perspectives, particularly from the Global
South and feminist legal traditions, are essential to developing jurisprudence that responds to the
full complexity of climate injustice.

Still, all is not lost. Feminist activists and legal advocates can leverage the ICJ’s affirmation of
human rights and intergenerational equity to press for gender-sensitive laws and policies at
national and regional levels.

Whether ICJ’s opinion leads to a more just climate order will depend on how civil society, legal
practitioners, and policymakers push its boundaries. Without centering those most impacted by
climate breakdown, the law risks becoming a tool of legitimacy rather than liberation. Thus for
Bangladesh for instance, the ask at national level is to adopt a climate justice legislation that is
gender-sensitive and transformational.
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RAPPLER

Nando strengthens into tropical storm over Philippine Sea
By: Acor Arceo

Nando intensified from a tropical depression into a tropical storm over the Philippine Sea at 8 pm
onThursday, September 18.

Its maximum sustained winds increased from 55 kilometers per hour to 65 km/h, said the Philippine
Atmospheric, Geophysical, and Astronomical Services Administration (PAGASA) in a bulletin
released at 11 pm. Its gustiness is now up to 80 km/h from the previous 70 km/h.

Since Nando is now a tropical storm, it has been given an international name: Ragasa. This name,
which refers to a surge or a “sudden quickening of movement,” happens to be contributed by the
Philippines.

Nando is projected to strengthen further into a severe tropical storm on Friday, September 19, and
into a typhoon on Saturday, September 20.

PAGASA is also not ruling out the possibility of Nando intensifying into a super typhoon while
crossing extreme Northern Luzon.

As of 10 pm on Thursday, the tropical storm was located 1,175 kilometers east of Central Luzon,
slowly moving west northwest. Given its current distance from land, Nando is not yet affecting
weather and sea conditions in the country.

PAGASA said Nando will head west northwest to west in the next 24 hours, then “move in a loop
pattern” before turning generally northwest to west northwest from Friday evening until Sunday
evening, September 21.

“Afterwards, it is forecast to move westward while approaching extreme Northern Luzon,” added
the weather bureau.

Nando and the southwest monsoon or habagat — which the tropical cyclone might enhance —
may start bringing heavy rain by Sunday or Monday, September 22.

Signal No. 1 could also be raised in Northern Luzon as early as Saturday, to give affected areas 36
hours to prepare for strong winds from Nando. Signal No. 5, the highest tropical cyclone wind
signal, might be raised if Nando becomes a super typhoon.

Also as early as Saturday, storm surge warnings may be issued in Northern Luzon.

PAGASA added that most of Luzon’s coastal waters are likely to be moderate to rough beginning
Sunday. And, as Nando approaches extreme Northern Luzon, waves might be as high as 14
meters.

Nando could pass close to or make landfall in Cagayan province’s Babuyan Islands between
Monday afternoon and Tuesday morning, September 23.

It may leave the Philippine Area of Responsibility (PAR) by Tuesday afternoon or evening.
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Nando is the Philippines’ 14th tropical cyclone for 2025, and the fourth for September. It follows
Mirasol, which left PAR as a tropical depression at 6 am on Thursday, then strengthened into a
tropicalstorm a few hours later.

Mirasol’s international name is Mitag — contributed by Micronesia and referring to a woman’s
name.

The tropical storm was last spotted 540 kilometers west of Basco, Batanes, at 10 pm on Thursday.
It is moving north northwest at 10 km/h.

Like Nando, Mirasol now has maximum sustained winds of 65 km/h and gustiness of up to 80 km/h.

PAGASA Weather Specialist Loriedin de la Cruz said late Thursday evening that Mirasol’s trough
or extension may still cause scattered rain in Batanes, Babuyan Islands, Apayao, Ilocos Norte, and
parts of Ilocos Sur in the coming hours.
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