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Legarda bats for stronger Phl-Singapore climate, digital, energy cooperation
By: Lade Jean Kabagani

Senator Loren Legarda has pushed for deeper collaboration between the Philippines and
Singapore in the areas of climate resilience, digital integration, and regional energy
cooperation.

GMA NEWS

AFD eyes more support for PH’s climate transition
By: JP Soriano

The Climate Division of Agence Française de Développement (AFD), France’s public
development bank, announced that it is seeking to expand its support for the Philippines in its
transition towards low-carbon and climate-resilient development.

https://tribune.net.ph/2025/09/17/legarda-bats-for-stronger-phl-singapore-climate-digital-energy-cooperation
The Climate Division of Agence Française de Développement (AFD), France’s public development bank, announced that it is seeking to expand its support for the Philippines in its transition towards low-carbon and climate-resilient development.
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MANILA BULLETIN

Climate change and flood control
By: Wilma C. Inventor-Miranda

For years now, countries around the world have been grappling with the problems of climate
change. I’ve always thought that not enough people were truly paying attention to its negative
effects. It was a personal belief of mine that people talked about it as if it were just another
school subject, with only a few people actually doing much about it.

PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY

Legarda pushes climate, digital, and energy cooperation in meeting with Singapore’s
Deputy Prime Minister

Senator Loren Legarda confers with Singapore’s Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Trade
and Industry Gan Kim Yong in a courtesy call on September 11 as part of her Lee Kuan Yew
Exchange Fellowship, reinforcing shared priorities on climate resilience, digital integration, and
regional energy cooperation.
PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY

Legarda cites Singapore resilience plan as model for PH climate action
By: Wilnard Bacelonia

Senator Loren Legarda on Wednesday said the Philippines can learn from Singapore’s long-
term resilience plan in strengthening its climate response, stressing the need for proactive
planning as the country remains the most at-risk to climate change.

RAPPLER

Tropical Depression Mirasol leaves landmass; Nando now in PAR
By: Acor Arceo

Tropical Depression Mirasol left the landmass of Northern Luzon on Wednesday evening,
September 17, as another tropical depression entered the Philippine Area of Responsibility
(PAR) and was given the local name Nando.

https://mb.com.ph/2025/09/18/climate-change-and-flood-control
https://pia.gov.ph/legarda-pushes-climate-digital-and-energy-cooperation-in-meeting-with-singapores-deputy-prime-minister/
https://pia.gov.ph/legarda-pushes-climate-digital-and-energy-cooperation-in-meeting-with-singapores-deputy-prime-minister/
Notion.lnk
https://www.rappler.com/philippines/weather/tropical-depression-mirasol-nando-update-pagasa-forecast-september-17-2025-11pm/
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CCC IN THE NEWS:

PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY

PH, partners push for empowered local actors in climate adaptation

The Philippines, through the Climate Change Commission (CCC) and the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), together with the British Embassy in Manila as
co-chair, has pushed for empowered local actors in advancing the country’s climate adaptation
priorities and strategies.

SENATE OF THE PHILIPPINES

Implementation of climate change action plans

Sen. Loren Legarda on Wednesday, September 17, 2025, asked officials of the Climate Change
Commission (CCC) to brief the Senate Finance Subcommittee H on the implementation of the
Climate Change Act which mandates local governments to craft Local Climate Change Action
Plans (LCCAPs).

Information and Knowledge Management Division

https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1258967
https://web.senate.gov.ph/photo_release/2025/0917_03.asp
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DAILY TRIBUNE

Legarda bats for stronger Phl-Singapore climate, digital, energy cooperation
By: Lade Jean Kabagani

Senator Loren Legarda has pushed for deeper collaboration between the Philippines and
Singapore in the areas of climate resilience, digital integration, and regional energy
cooperation.

This came after the senator met with Singapore’s Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Trade
and Industry Gan Kim Yong on 11 September.

The meeting, held as part of Legarda’s Lee Kuan Yew Exchange Fellowship, highlighted shared
regional priorities and opportunities for partnership, especially as the Philippines prepares to
assume the ASEAN Chairmanship in 2026.

Legarda, a veteran legislator and internationally recognized climate advocate, underscored the
Philippines’ high vulnerability to climate change and pointed to Singapore’s long-term resilience
strategy as a model for forward-thinking governance.

“We want to learn from Singapore despite our different vulnerabilities,” the senator said, citing
the Philippines’ large population and developing status compared to Singapore’s small,
industrialized profile.

Legarda emphasized the value of nature-based solutions—including reforestation and
mangrove rehabilitation—as cost-effective and economically beneficial strategies.

She highlighted their potential to attract investment through carbon credits.

“Buyers will pay for these credits, and this creates an economic incentive to protect the
environment,” she added.

In addition to environmental collaboration, the two leaders discussed digital initiatives, including
cross-border payments — a key area of interest for Legarda, who supports it as a crucial step in
enhancing ASEAN regional integration.

On energy, Legarda called attention to the Philippines’ abundant but largely untapped
renewable energy resources, and stressed the importance of energy diversification to reduce
dependence on single-source suppliers and improve national security.

“We must diversify to avoid security risks associated with dependence on a single country,” she
said, adding that she would raise the matter with the Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) and
the relevant ASEAN working group to ensure it is formally included in the regional agenda.

https://tribune.net.ph/2025/09/17/legarda-bats-for-stronger-phl-singapore-climate-digital-energy-cooperation
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With the ASEAN chairmanship just over a year away, Legarda highlighted the importance of
aligning the country’s priorities with the evolving needs of the region.

The meeting reinforced Legarda’s proactive role in positioning the Philippines as a solutions-
oriented ASEAN partner, committed to driving inclusive growth through climate action, digital
transformation, and sustainable energy development.
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GMA NEWS

AFD eyes more support for PH’s climate transition
By: JP Soriano

The Climate Division of Agence Française de Développement (AFD), France’s public
development bank, announced that it is seeking to expand its support for the Philippines in its
transition towards low-carbon and climate-resilient development.

Atika Ben Maïd, Deputy Director of the AFD Group Climate Division, told GMA Integrated News
that the move is part of AFD’s 2050 Facility, a program designed to back long-term, low-carbon,
and resilient development strategies.

It will also help the Philippines meet its commitments to decarbonization under the Paris
Agreement.

Maïd noted that discussions are ongoing with the Department of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) and the Department of Finance (DOF).

“The focus of (AFD) in the Philippines was actually on the forestry and land use change for this
long-term strategy," she said

'Most vulnerable'

The 2050 Facility program provides technical assistance and capacity-building to countries that
are either among the highest greenhouse gas emitters or the most vulnerable to climate
change.

Its objective is to help them transition towards sustainable development pathways that reduce
emissions and strengthen resilience.

In June, the DOF announced that the Philippines secured concessional financing from France,
through the AFD, amounting to EUR 150 million (approximately PHP 9.47 billion) to advance
national climate initiatives.

AFD has previously cited the Philippines as one of the most climate-vulnerable nations in the
world, ranking it as the fourth most affected by extreme weather events from 2000 to 2019.

These events, it warned, directly impact Filipinos and could cost the country more than $3.5
billion annually by 2040.

According to the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the Philippines has
committed to a projected reduction and avoidance of 75% in greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions

The Climate Division of Agence Française de Développement (AFD), France’s public development bank, announced that it is seeking to expand its support for the Philippines in its transition towards low-carbon and climate-resilient development.
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by 2030, covering the agriculture, waste, industry, transport, and energy sectors. Of this target,
2.71% is unconditional, with the remainder dependent on international support.

Renewable Energy

To further strengthen the Philippines’ shift to a low-carbon and resilient economy,
PROPARCO—the private sector financing arm of the AFD Group—said it is also exploring ways
to support renewable energy projects in the country, particularly in solar and wind power.

“We’re looking at some project, we’re also looking at some specific investment in equity. The
aim of (PROPARCO) is to do more, including with financial institutions, to target specific kinds of
objectives, for example, climate, such as biodiversity,” explained Djalal Khimdjee, Deputy CEO
of PROPARCO Groupe AFD.

One challenge, PROPARCO noted, is that Philippine institutions are still less familiar with
PROPARCO compared to traditional lenders that the country has long relied on for development
financing.

Despite not having major partnerships in the Philippines yet, Khimdjee said PROPARCO hopes
the government will recognize some of its game-changing projects abroad. Among these is its
support for India’s GRAVITA, an eco-responsible lead battery recycling company.

Recently financed by PROPARCO, GRAVITA also operates in Sri Lanka and five African
countries, helping formalize a sector that informal players in developing economies often
dominate.

“With GRAVITA, we have established our reputation in India. The track record is important to
penetrate the market, that’s why in Indonesia, in the Philippines, we need a flagship deal in that
business to be known, that’s why it’s not easy in the beginning,” said Reza Hassam Daya,
Global Head of Manufacturing, Agribusiness & Services at PROPARCO.

Khimdjee emphasized, however, that PROPARCO’s role is not to compete with local lenders.

“Our role is not to compete with financial institutions; we’re here to see the value added,” he
said.
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MANILA BULLETIN

Climate change and flood control
By: Wilma C. Inventor-Miranda

For years now, countries around the world have been grappling with the problems of climate
change. I’ve always thought that not enough people were truly paying attention to its negative
effects. It was a personal belief of mine that people talked about it as if it were just another
school subject, with only a few people actually doing much about it.

However, as I started researching for this article, I was surprised by what I found. A recent study
by the World Economic Forum (April 25, 2025) revealed that 89 percent of the public wants
stronger climate action. This directly contradicts my own perception that others don’t support
this cause. Another study, published in Nature Climate Change, had an even more surprising
finding: 89 percent of those who support climate action are unaware that they are the majority
because they are the “silent majority.”

This phenomenon is what they call “positive personal perception” and “negative other people
perception.” A person who supports climate action may believe they are one of the few who
want to see something done about the severe effects of climate change, while the majority don’t
care. Furthermore, this silent majority might care deeply but isn't taking action because it
mistakenly believes only a handful of people share its concern. It's time to wake up and get rid
of this false perception.

If this silent majority starts to act and becomes silent no more—if they realize they are the
majority, not just in their country but globally—how will they act? How will they behave not only
as citizens, but as voters, workers, and business owners? Will they remain passive spectators
or, as The Guardian calls them, become “active shapers of their shared future?” How will this
silent majority influence government leaders to take action toward a better environment and
prevent the ill effects of climate change?

Here in the Philippines, floods are particularly disruptive and destructive to people’s lives. This is
exacerbated by corruption in flood control projects. What were these engineers, contractors,
and politicians thinking when they shortchanged the government—and the people—with public
funds, all under the pretense of solving a serious problem? Did they think that climate change
was just a call to be more environmentally conscious rather than a real issue that could prove
catastrophic later on?

We’ve seen how areas that were once safe are now experiencing massive floods, and places
that have always flooded are facing even worse situations than before. So, why is climate
change causing all these floods? As temperatures increase, more water vapor evaporates,
leading to stronger rains and storms that cause more widespread flooding. This temperature
increase also means more droughts. Storms will intensify as more water vapor in the
atmosphere becomes fuel for more powerful storms to develop. Additionally, rising sea levels

https://mb.com.ph/2025/09/18/climate-change-and-flood-control
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are threatening higher locations that were once considered unreachable by water, exposing
them to the erosive forces of waves and currents.

According to the 2025 Climate Index Study at germanwatch.com, the countries most affected in
the long term (1993-2022) are divided into two groups: those affected by highly unusual extreme
events (e.g., Dominica, Honduras, Myanmar, Vanuatu) and those affected by recurring extreme
events (e.g., China, India, and the Philippines).

Effective flood control requires both structural measures (hard infrastructure like flood walls and
dikes) and non-structural approaches (public awareness and land-use adjustments). But we've
seen in the news and on social media how some of these structural projects are poor in quality
or, worse, are "ghost projects."
It's sad enough that our country is on the list of those facing recurring extreme events, which
means the risk of experiencing the severe effects of climate change is higher. But it is even
sadder to think that despite being deep in debt, our funds are diverted into the personal pockets
of the perpetrators.

But let’s not wallow in misery. Let's do our part to help prevent the risks that climate change
brings. Simple practices in our daily lives—like saving energy at home (especially if your
electricity is powered by coal, oil, and gas), switching to an electric vehicle if you can, and
observing the 4 Rs (reduce, reuse, repair, and recycle)—can go a long way. If the majority of
people do their part and start to act, not just react, we can prevent or mitigate climate change
risks.
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PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY

Legarda pushes climate, digital, and energy cooperation in meeting with Singapore’s
Deputy Prime Minister

Senator Loren Legarda confers with Singapore’s Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Trade
and Industry Gan Kim Yong in a courtesy call on September 11 as part of her Lee Kuan Yew
Exchange Fellowship, reinforcing shared priorities on climate resilience, digital integration, and
regional energy cooperation.

Legarda, a longtime climate advocate and regional collaborator, emphasized the Philippines’
vulnerability to climate change, while citing Singapore’s long-term resilience plan as a model for
proactive planning. “We want to learn from Singapore despite our different vulnerabilities,” the
senator said, citing the Philippines’ large population and developing status compared to
Singapore’s small, industrialized profile.

The four-term senator highlighted nature-based solutions, such as reforestation and mangrove
rehabilitation, as a cost-effective approach for the Philippines, stressing their potential to
generate investment through carbon credits. “Buyers will pay for these credits, and this creates
an economic incentive to protect the environment,” she added.

The discussion also covered digital economy initiatives, including cross-border payments, which
the senator supports as critical to advancing regional integration.

On energy cooperation, Legarda pointed to the Philippines’ vast renewable energy potential and
the need to diversify sources to strengthen energy security.

“We have abundant, largely undeveloped renewable energy resources, and we must diversify to
avoid security risks associated with dependence on a single country,” Legarda said. She
committed to concrete action, pledging to raise the matter with the Department of Foreign
Affairs and the ASEAN group in charge so that it can be clear on the agenda, because it’s good
for the economy.

She then further emphasized the importance of aligning with ASEAN’s evolving priorities as the
Philippines prepares to chair ASEAN in 2026.

The meeting reaffirmed Senator Legarda’s leadership in positioning the Philippines as a
solutions-driven partner in ASEAN, leveraging climate action, digital innovation, and energy
development to drive inclusive growth.

https://pia.gov.ph/legarda-pushes-climate-digital-and-energy-cooperation-in-meeting-with-singapores-deputy-prime-minister/
https://pia.gov.ph/legarda-pushes-climate-digital-and-energy-cooperation-in-meeting-with-singapores-deputy-prime-minister/
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PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY

Legarda cites Singapore resilience plan as model for PH climate action
By: Wilnard Bacelonia

Senator Loren Legarda on Wednesday said the Philippines can learn from Singapore’s long-
term resilience plan in strengthening its climate response, stressing the need for proactive
planning as the country remains the most at-risk to climate change.

Legarda, in a recent meeting with Singapore Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Trade and
Industry Gan Kim Yong, highlighted the shared priorities of both countries in building climate
resilience, alongside digital and energy cooperation.

“We want to learn from Singapore despite our different vulnerabilities,” Legarda said, citing the
Philippines’ large population and developing status compared to Singapore’s small,
industrialized profile.

The senator, who was in Singapore under the Lee Kuan Yew Exchange Fellowship, reaffirmed
her commitment to position the Philippines as a solutions-driven partner in ASEAN ahead of its
2026 chairship.

Based on the Climate Change Commission’s 2026 budget presentation, the Philippines is
ranked as the world’s most at-risk nation to climate change, incurring an estimated PHP673.3
billion in economic losses from tropical cyclones alone between 2011 and 2021. The country
experiences an average of 20 cyclones each year.

By 2030, productivity loss due to heat stress may reach up to PHP466 billion, while
infrastructure damages from stronger storms could cost about PHP83 billion, affecting up to 6
million Filipinos annually. Sea levels are also projected to rise by as much as 13 millimeters per
year in some areas.

The Climate Change Commission reported that its 2026 proposed budget under the National
Expenditure Program is PHP188.6 million, only 0.00278 percent of the PHP6.793-trillion total
expenditure program. The budget is lower than the 2025 allocation of PHP260.1 million, which
represented 0.00411 percent of government spending.

Legarda said these projections underscore the urgency of pursuing nature-based solutions such
as reforestation and mangrove rehabilitation, which she stressed could attract investment
through carbon credits.

She added that building resilience is not only about protection but also about creating economic
opportunities that support inclusive growth.

Notion.lnk
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RAPPLER

Tropical Depression Mirasol leaves landmass; Nando now in PAR
By: Acor Arceo

Tropical Depression Mirasol left the landmass of Northern Luzon on Wednesday evening,
September 17, as another tropical depression entered the Philippine Area of Responsibility
(PAR) and was given the local name Nando.

Mirasol
As of 10 pm on Wednesday, Mirasol was already over the coastal waters of Pagudpud, Ilocos
Norte, moving north northwest at only 10 kilometers per hour (km/h).

It had made landfall in Casiguran, Aurora, at 3:20 am, then crossed Northern Luzon.

The Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical, and Astronomical Services Administration (PAGASA)
said the tropical depression still has maximum sustained winds of 55 km/h, while its gustiness is
up to 75 km/h. But it could intensify into a tropical storm early Thursday morning, September 18.

Though Mirasol has left land, it may still cause moderate to heavy rain (50-100 millimeters) in
Cagayan, Isabela, Kalinga, Apayao, Abra, Ilocos Norte, and Ilocos Sur on Thursday.

The tropical depression also continues to bring strong winds to these areas which remain under
Signal No. 1 as of 11 pm on Wednesday:

 Batanes
 Cagayan including Babuyan Islands
 northern part of Isabela (Santo Tomas, Santa Maria, Quezon, Roxas, Delfin Albano, San

Pablo, Tumauini, Cabagan, Quirino, Mallig, Maconacon, San Mateo, Aurora, Cabatuan,
San Manuel, Burgos, Gamu, Reina Mercedes, Luna, Ilagan City, Divilacan)

 Apayao
 Abra
 Kalinga
 Mountain Province
 eastern and northern parts of Ifugao (Mayoyao, Hungduan, Aguinaldo, Banaue, Alfonso

Lista, Hingyon)
 Ilocos Norte
 northern and central parts of Ilocos Sur (Sinait, Cabugao, San Juan, Magsingal, Santo

Domingo, Bantay, San Vicente, San Ildefonso, Santa Catalina, Vigan City, Caoayan, Santa,
Cervantes, Quirino, San Emilio, Gregorio del Pilar, San Esteban, Banayoyo, Burgos,
Candon City, Santa Lucia, Santiago, Lidlidda, Nagbukel, Suyo, Sigay, Galimuyod, Santa
Cruz, Santa Maria, Narvacan, Salcedo)

The highest possible tropical cyclone wind signal due to Mirasol is Signal No. 2.

https://www.rappler.com/philippines/weather/tropical-depression-mirasol-nando-update-pagasa-forecast-september-17-2025-11pm/
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On Thursday, moderate to rough seas are likely in the western seaboards of Batanes and
Babuyan Islands (waves up to 2.5 meters high), as well as the remaining seaboards of Batanes
and Babuyan Islands, and the seaboards of mainland Cagayan, Isabela, Ilocos Norte, and
Ilocos Sur (waves up to 2 meters high).

PAGASA advised small vessels to take precautionary measures or avoid sailing, if possible.

Mirasol is set to leave PAR on Thursday morning.

Nando
Meanwhile, Tropical Depression Nando was located 1,140 kilometers east of southeastern
Luzon at 10 pm on Wednesday.

It is moving west northwest at 15 km/h, with maximum sustained winds of 55 km/h and
gustiness of up to 70 km/h.

PAGASA said Nando “is less likely to directly affect the weather” in the next 48 hours. But it
warned the public that this tropical cyclone is expected to affect the country beyond that period,
and possibly enhance the southwest monsoon or habagat as it heads for extreme Northern
Luzon.

Nando and the southwest monsoon might trigger heavy rain starting Sunday, September 21, or
Monday, September 22.

Signal No. 1 may be raised in Northern Luzon as early as Saturday, September 20, to give
areas sufficient time to prepare for winds from Nando.

Also by Saturday, Nando could already be a typhoon. “Further intensification into super typhoon
category is not ruled out,” added PAGASA.

If Nando does become a super typhoon, the highest possible tropical cyclone wind signal would
be Signal No. 5.

Mirasol and Nando are the Philippines’ 13th and 14th tropical cyclones, respectively, for 2025.
They also bring to four the number of tropical cyclones in September — the upper end of
PAGASA’s estimated range for the month.

Southwest monsoon
PAGASA also said that parts of Luzon, Western Visayas, the Negros Island Region, and the
Zamboanga Peninsula may currently have scattered rain and thunderstorms due to the
southwest monsoon.

The southwest monsoon is bringing strong to gale-force gusts to these areas as well:
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Thursday, September 18

Metro Manila, Isabela, Cagayan including Babuyan Islands, Batanes, Ilocos Region, Zambales,
Bataan, Cavite, Quezon, Bicol, Mimaropa, Western Visayas
Friday, September 19

Ilocos Region, Zambales, Bataan
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PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY

PH, partners push for empowered local actors in climate adaptation

The Philippines, through the Climate Change Commission (CCC) and the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), together with the British Embassy in Manila as
co-chair, has pushed for empowered local actors in advancing the country’s climate adaptation
priorities and strategies.

During the first technical-level meeting of the Philippines Adaptation Development Partners’
Coordination Group (DPCG) in Makati City on Sept. 8, CCC Commissioner Rachel Anne
Herrera outlined the National Adaptation Plan (NAP) localization approach, anchored on climate
analytics and evidence-based planning, supported by both global and national data.

“Through the Adaptation Investment Learning Course, we aim to scale this approach to at least
10 high-risk provinces and strengthen the role of our state universities and colleges. This way,
adaptation becomes not just a national agenda but a community-led effort, supported by
knowledge, partnerships, and action on the ground,” Herrera said.

The co-chairs echoed the urgency of accelerating adaptation action through a whole-of-
government and whole-of-society approach.

“We recognize that resilience must be built from the ground up. That's why we are working
closely with local governments, civil society, and indigenous communities to ensure that
adaptation strategies are context-specific, inclusive, and responsive to local needs,” said Lloyd
Cameron of British Embassy Manila. “Empowering local actors is not just good practice, it is an
essential for sustainability.”

The DPCG is crucial as it provides a structured platform to align resources, knowledge, and
actions among partners. It helps avoid duplication, ensures efficient use of resources, and
strengthens the country’s capacity to respond to climate risks in a coordinated way.

The meeting brought together government agencies, development institutions, the private sector
and academe to discuss priority adaptation workstreams for its first year, including NAP
mainstreaming, localization, and finance mobilization. It also provided an opportunity to review
the group’s Terms of Reference (TOR) and identify synergies for joint action.

“At its core, what we are doing is nation-building not by creating isolated structures or sectors
but through ecosystem building; they are interconnected systems that shape resilience, drive
the economy, and safeguard dignity. Poor design locks in inequity,” CCC Vice Chairperson and
Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje said.

https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1258967
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“Good design fosters inclusion, respects resources, and anchors growth. The natural and built
environment reflect who we are as a people—and who we aspire to become.”

DENR Undersecretary Jonas Leones emphasized the importance of breaking silos and
integrating convergence.

“We have already seen how collaboration among partners can deliver transformative results,
whether through joint programs on climate resilience, shared investment in capacity building, or
innovative financing for conservation,” he said.

“These best practices remind us that we can achieve more when we act together rather than in
silence. As we move ahead, let us use DPCG as a bridge to connect partners, resources, and
solutions in ways that truly deliver for our people and ecosystems,” he added.

At the heart of this localization effort is the rollout of the Adaptation Investment Learning Course
(AILC), developed with the academe, the UK, and development partners. The course is
designed to build local capacity by equipping institutions, local governments, and communities
with the tools to conduct risk assessments, integrate climate analytics into planning, and
implement NAP-aligned interventions.

The co-chairs reiterated their commitment to carry forward the agreements reached during the
meeting. These include updating the development partners mapping, rolling out the Adaptation
Investment Learning Course, operationalizing the Adaptation Investment Platform, and finalizing
the DPCG workplan and workstreams.

The CCC emphasized that these outcomes mark a significant step toward institutionalizing a
whole-of-government and whole-of-society approach to climate adaptation, maximizing
synergies among partners, and ensuring that the Philippines is better equipped to address
escalating climate risks.
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SENATE OF THE PHILIPPINES

Implementation of climate change action plans

Sen. Loren Legarda on Wednesday, September 17, 2025, asked officials of the Climate Change
Commission (CCC) to brief the Senate Finance Subcommittee H on the implementation of the
Climate Change Act which mandates local governments to craft Local Climate Change Action
Plans (LCCAPs).

Legarda expressed concern over the worsening floodings and the collapse of flood control
structures despite the existence of these plans. “If there is a local action plan, then why are the
floodings getting worse? Why are the revetments, dredging, and flood control structures
collapsing? Why are houses collapsing? That means the Climate Change Action Plan may not
exist, or it is not understood or not followed,” Legarda said.

She also requested the CCC to update the committee of the LCCAPs, hazard maps, and details
of the agency’s programs. The committee is currently deliberating the proposed 2026 budgets of
the National Archives of the Philippines, the National Commission for Culture and the Arts, the
National Historical Commission of the Philippines, the National Library of the Philippines, the
Commission on the Filipino Language, and the Cultural Center of the Philippines. (Senate
Public Relations and Information Bureau)

=END=

https://web.senate.gov.ph/photo_release/2025/0917_03.asp

