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Groups back Climate Accountability bill
By: Jonathan Mayuga

Lawmakers refiled on Monday the Climate Accountability bill, which mandates major climate-
polluting companies to compensate communities for losses and damage related to climate
change, environmental group Greenpeace Philippines, which is backing the measure, said.

PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER

Philippine jobless rate hits ‘pandemic’ level; climate big factor
By: Ian Nicolas Cigaral

Intense downpours that swamped farms and paralyzed roads pushed the Philippines’ jobless
rate in July to a pandemic-era high, laying bare the local labor market’s vulnerability to climate
shocks.

http://https://businessmirror.com.ph/2025/09/11/groups-back-climate-accountability-bill/
http://https://business.inquirer.net/546429/ph-jobless-rate-hits-pandemic-level-climate-big-factor
http://https://business.inquirer.net/546429/ph-jobless-rate-hits-pandemic-level-climate-big-factor
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Environmental summit highlights waste management strategies
By: Irene Joy B. Dayo

As waste generation continues to rise across the country, government agencies, local officials,
and private sector representatives gathered in a summit on September 2–3 to explore solutions
that turn waste into a resource.

PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY

Creation of UP nat’l resilience hub to empower more communities
By: Nanette Guadalquiver

The bill seeking to establish the University of the Philippines National Climate Resilience
Institute (UP NCRI), introduced by Negros Occidental 3rd District Rep. Javier Miguel Benitez, is
poised to benefit more communities in terms of science-based climate and disaster risk
assessment.

SUNSTAR

Flood control corruption an obscene plunder of much-needed climate funds
By: Jefferson Chua

We are calling out the obscene greed of government officials and contractors who have
allegedly pocketed billions from anomalous flood control projects that are meant for climate
adaptation. Based on estimations revealed at Senate inquiries, as much as P1.029 trillion of the
government’s climate-tagged expenditures could have potentially been lost to corruption since
2023, including P560 billion in 2025 alone.

CCC IN THE NEWS:

BUSINESS WORLD

Climate Change Commission calls for nature-based flood-control solutions
By: Andre Christopher H. Alampay

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) said it is advocating for flood control projects that
better consider rainy-season conditions to boost climate resilience.

http://https://pia.gov.ph/environmental-summit-highlights-waste-management-strategies/
http://https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1258699#:~:text=Once%20approved%2C%20House%20Bill%202577,adaptation
https://www.sunstar.com.ph/cebu/tell-it-to-sunstar-flood-control-corruption-an-obscene-plunder-of-much-needed-climate-funds#google_vignette
http://https://www.bworldonline.com/economy/2025/09/10/697655/climate-change-commission-calls-for-nature-based-flood-control-solutions/
http://https://www.bworldonline.com/economy/2025/09/10/697655/climate-change-commission-calls-for-nature-based-flood-control-solutions/
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[Opinion] Resilient by design: Senate voices, national resolve
By: Secretary Robert EA Borje

When I entered the Senate hall last week for the organizational meeting of the Committee on
Environment, Natural Resources and Climate Change chaired by Senator Camille Villar with
Senator Erwin Tulfo as vice chair, it was clear this was no ordinary gathering. The room was full:
senators, national agencies and the broad range of stakeholders present. The atmosphere
carried a sense of urgency. Climate change was not being discussed as tomorrow’s problem. It
was being recognized, rightly, as the defining context of our present and our future.

CCC highlights urgent climate realities, compounding effects
By: Lade Jean Kabagani

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) underscored the urgent need for decisive climate
action, revealing the severe economic and environmental toll caused by extreme weather
events.

PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY
Senator seeks stronger role for climate body in flood project planning
By: Wilnard Bacelonia

Senator Erwin Tulfo on Wednesday urged the government to involve the Climate Change
Commission (CCC) more directly in planning and designing flood control projects, warning that
stronger typhoons and heavier rains brought by climate change demand longer-lasting and
science-based infrastructure.

Information and Knowledge Management Division

http://https://tribune.net.ph/amp/story/2025/09/14/resilient-by-design-senate-voices-national-resolve
http://https://tribune.net.ph/2025/09/12/ccc-highlights-urgent-climate-realities-compounding-effects
http://https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1258407
http://https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1258407
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Groups back Climate Accountability bill
By: Jonathan Mayuga

Lawmakers refiled on Monday the Climate Accountability bill, which mandates major climate-
polluting companies to compensate communities for losses and damage related to climate
change, environmental group Greenpeace Philippines, which is backing the measure, said.

Greenpeace Philippines at the same time, called for the enactment of the landmark Climate
Accountability (Clima) Act, or House Bill 4420.

The measure was first filed in November 2023 and was approved by the House Committee on
Climate Change in the 19th Congress.

sph fronxhybrid fullpage bmrec 300x250px bm
It was refiled in the 20th Congress by Reps. Anna Tuazon, Jose Manuel Alba, Javier Benitez,
Percival Vilar Cendaña, Kaka Bag-ao, and House Committee on Climate Change Chairman
Aniela Tolentino.

Clima bill is the first measure of its kind in the Global South.

“Now that the bill is filed, Congress must treat the Clima bill as a priority. Once passed, this law
can deliver climate justice for communities, as well as change corporate behavior so that
businesses align with the goals of the Paris Agreement,” Virginia Benosa-Llorin, senior climate
campaigner for Greenpeace Philippines, said in a statement.

“The leadership of the 20th Congress should show that this Congress has what it takes to hold
polluters accountable for the damage they have caused, compensate communities for their
climate-related losses and damages, and uphold the rights of Filipinos to thrive,” she added.

Benitez, who delivered a privileged speech before the bill’s filing, drew links between corruption
in flood-control projects and the broader climate crisis, calling on the government to take further
action and hold the oil and gas giants accountable.

“Greed in all forms is our enemy,” he said. “It is our duty to fight it. It is high time we ensure that
those who have profited from the destruction of our climate are held accountable. And as
legislators, I urge all of you to support the passage of the Climate Accountability Act or the
Clima Act.”

The International Court of Justice released an advisory opinion in July on the obligations of
states with respect to climate change that can pave the way for Filipino communities to seek
reparations from the world’s biggest climate polluters.

http://https://businessmirror.com.ph/2025/09/11/groups-back-climate-accountability-bill/
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The World Court’s decision obligates states to regulate businesses on the harm caused by their
emissions, regardless of where the harm takes place. In passing the Climate Accountability Bill,
Congress would align the Philippines with the World Court’s ruling, while setting an example for
other nations.

“Across the world, climate litigation is gaining momentum. International negotiations secure
voluntary commitments from world leaders, but climate accountability will force carbon-intensive
industries to do their share to curb their emissions. CLIMA also ushers in a robust due diligence
framework, which gives companies concrete steps to address the climate crisis,” said lawyer
Mai Taqueban, executive director of the Legal Rights And Natural Resources Center (LRC).

For years, communities have been demanding justice as they face multiple disasters
supercharged by climate change. According to Ryan de Vera, a community leader from Brgy.
Tumana, Marikina—a city that has been under constant threat of dangerous floods for
decades—a law that holds corporations accountable is long overdue.

“Filipinos have little to do with causing climate change; however, we are the ones suffering the
most,” de Vera said.

“We know that it is the global north that has been polluting the climate for centuries, these rich
nations and the giant oil corporations they protect.”

Grassroots and civil society groups, as well as the National Anti-Poverty Commission (NAPC)-
Victims of Disasters and Calamities Sectoral Council (VDC-SC) and the NCR Regional Basic
Sectors Coordinating Council (RBSCC) have likewise thrown their support behind the bill.
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Philippine jobless rate hits ‘pandemic’ level; climate big factor
By: Ian Nicolas Cigaral

Intense downpours that swamped farms and paralyzed roads pushed the Philippines’ jobless
rate in July to a pandemic-era high, laying bare the local labor market’s vulnerability to climate
shocks.

A nationwide survey of 178,820 households found that 2.59 million people were unemployed or
out of business, up sharply from 1.95 million in June, the Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA)
reported on Wednesday.

That surge drove the unemployment rate to 5.3 percent, from 3.7 percent a month earlier. The
figure was the worst since June 2022, when the country was still clawing its way back from
COVID-19 pandemic’s economic devastation.

National Statistician Claire Dennis Mapa blamed the spike on the late-July monsoon rains,
which had inundated roads and fields. The sobering data landed as the government investigates
alleged corruption in flood control projects—underscoring how both climate disasters and
governance failures are washing away jobs.

Economic Planning Secretary Arsenio Balisacan warned that the government must “intensify
efforts to enhance climate resilience and improve workforce agility” if the labor market is to be
future-proofed.

“This must be complemented by expanded rural infrastructure, improved digital connectivity and
increased access to training opportunities,” Balisacan said.

Mapa noted that the job losses were concentrated in “weather-sensitive” industries. Agriculture
posted the steepest year-on-year decline at 1.38 million, followed by retail (-897,000), fishing (-
173,000) and construction (-147,000).

The job shedding coincided with a decline in the number of job seekers. The labor force
participation rate—a key measure of the share of the working-age population that is employed
or actively looking for work—fell to 60.7 percent in July from 65.7 percent in June.

Article continues after this advertisement

Those who dropped out of the workforce cited schooling, household duties, unavailability of
work and bad weather as top reasons. But even among those who found work, many faced
precarious employment conditions.

http://https://business.inquirer.net/546429/ph-jobless-rate-hits-pandemic-level-climate-big-factor
http://https://business.inquirer.net/546429/ph-jobless-rate-hits-pandemic-level-climate-big-factor
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The underemployment rate—which tracks the share of employed individuals seeking additional
hours or income—rose to 14.8 percent, the highest in two years or since July 2023’s 15.9
percent.

In a commentary, economists at Chinabank Research said the next round of jobs data may
show improvements due to better weather.

“Additionally, employment will likely benefit from the expected seasonal uptick in demand as the
holiday season approaches,” they said.

“Looking ahead, if the soft labor force data at the start of the third quarter translate to weaker
output growth, it could prompt the central bank to consider cutting interest rates,” they added.
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Environmental summit highlights waste management strategies
By: Irene Joy B. Dayo

As waste generation continues to rise across the country, government agencies, local officials,
and private sector representatives gathered in a summit on September 2–3 to explore solutions
that turn waste into a resource.

The Environmental Management Bureau (EMB)-10 hosted the environmental summit to
promote the integration of Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR), Waste-to-Energy (WTE)
technologies, and community-based solid waste management (SWM) practices.

Held under the theme, “Waste to Resource: Harnessing EPR, WTE Technologies, and
Community-based SWM Solutions,” the summit supported the implementation of Republic Act
9003, or the Ecological Solid Waste Management Act of 2000, and Republic Act 11898, or the
Extended Producer Responsibility Act of 2022.

The event addressed current challenges in waste management and emphasized the need for
integrated waste-to-resource approaches across national and local levels.

Participants included representatives from regional and provincial Environmental Management
Units (EMUs), local government units (LGUs), private companies, academic institutions, and
civil society organizations to build stronger cooperation and promote circular economy practices.

During the opening program, Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR)-10
Executive Director Henry Adornado called for increased collaboration in addressing climate
change, biodiversity loss, and solid waste management.

He also expressed support for waste-to-energy solutions, describing them as a way to both
reduce landfill use and generate energy.

“This integrated approach not only diverts waste from landfills, but contributes to energy
generation, resource efficiency in the creation of clean economic opportunities,” he said.

Adornado said the approach aligns with the Philippines’ goal of achieving a circular economy by
2040, which promotes sustainable production, resource efficiency, and reduced waste.

He added that shifting away from the traditional linear economy involves redesigning systems to
extend the life cycle of products, promote reuse and recycling, and lessen reliance on natural
resource extraction.

http://https://pia.gov.ph/environmental-summit-highlights-waste-management-strategies/
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“Waste-to-energy technologies offer key environmental benefits by reducing landfill use,
lowering greenhouse gas emissions, and generating energy from municipal solid waste,”
Adornado said.

He also noted that the transition to circularity supports innovation, job creation, and ecological
balance.

Stronger Collaboration. DENR-10 Regional Executive Director Henry Adornado delivers his
message during the opening of the Environmental Summit. He emphasized the need for
stronger collaboration in addressing climate change, biodiversity loss, and solid waste
management, and expressed support for waste-to-energy technologies. (Photo: JAKA/PIA-10)
EMB Regional Director Reynaldo S. Digamo also highlighted the urgency of tackling plastic
pollution, particularly from single-use sachets. He said the summit plays a role in shaping
scalable actions toward a more sustainable future.

“Over the years, this summit has evolved into a key platform for knowledge exchange, policy
alignment, and multisector collaboration, especially as we move forward in fulfilling the
mandates of the Extended Producer Responsibility Act of 2022 or the EPR or Republic Act No.
11898,” he said.

Digamo emphasized EMB-10’s commitment to solutions that align with national environmental
objectives and international sustainability efforts.

The 2025 Environmental Summit concluded with a call for stronger collaboration across sectors,
deeper LGU involvement, recognition of the informal sector’s role, and continued innovation in
converting waste into usable resources.
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Creation of UP nat’l resilience hub to empower more communities
By: Nanette Guadalquiver

The bill seeking to establish the University of the Philippines National Climate Resilience
Institute (UP NCRI), introduced by Negros Occidental 3rd District Rep. Javier Miguel Benitez, is
poised to benefit more communities in terms of science-based climate and disaster risk
assessment.

Dr. Alfredo Mahar Lagmay, UP Resilience Institute (UPRI) executive director and the director of
the Nationwide Operational Assessment of Hazards (NOAH) Center, called for support in the
passage of the bill before local government officials and representatives during the Climate
Resiliency Summit 2025 initiated by Benitez at the Nature’s Village Resort here Sunday
afternoon.

“If it is done, we will have the opportunity to cascade all of the climate change maps the way we
did before for all cities and municipalities. We will work with the state universities (SUCs) to be
able to do scientific research that can be used for the climate and disaster risk assessment,” he
said.

Lagmay noted that currently, the NOAH Center assists only local government units (LGUs) and
other entities that are willing to assist. For them to do more on a nationwide scale, the UPRI
needs to be a regularly funded institution.

The UP NOAH Center assists the country in disaster risk reduction and management, climate
change adaptation and mitigation efforts, and related activities through research, development,
and extension services.

Once approved, House Bill 2577 will convert the UPRI into a national institute to be known as
the UP NCRI, which “shall continue the mandate of the UPRI as a proactive hub of benchmark
innovative information vital to the nation’s efforts in climate change mitigation and adaptation”
and “empower local communities through multidisciplinary actions toward resilience.”

In a press conference after the summit, Lagmay said for almost six years, between 2012 and
2017, the Project NOAH received a budget of about PHP6.4 billion, which funded 21 projects,
among these the UPRI, with NOAH as the core component.

“And a lot of other projects, 21 in total. Gusto po natin maibalik sana ‘yun na may regular
funding kasi nawala po into noong 2017. (We want to have it restored with regular funding that
was stopped in 2017),” he added.

Lagmay noted that NOAH, under UP with limited funding, has generated 35 million views for
hazards on their website and mobile application in two years.

http://https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1258699#:~:text=Once%20approved%2C%20House%20Bill%202577,adaptation
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“We have three million organic users, and in a single day, we generate up to 2.6 million viewers.
Even with limited funding, only a few million pesos, kung ikumpara natin sa flood control
projects, barya talaga ito (compared to the flood control project, this is measly),” he added.

Benitez said he continues to lobby for the passage of House Bill 2577 and hopes it will be
approved as soon as possible.

“I believe the President (Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.) understands the need for climate change
resilience and the importance of science-based plans. Even Department of Public Works and
Highways Secretary Vince Dizon said, ‘now, we should be science-based.’ We have to put our
money where our mouth is. This bill will make that a reality,” he added.

In the explanatory note, Benitez, together with co-authors FPJ Panday Bayanihan party-list Rep.
Bryan Poe Llamanzares, and Batangas Sixth District Rep. Ryan Recto, said the establishment
of the UP NCRI “addresses institutional gaps by creating a publicly funded, permanent scientific
hub to support national and local risk planning.”

“In view of the escalating climate and disaster risks confronting the country, the transformation
of UP RI into the UP NCRI is both timely and necessary,” they added.
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Flood control corruption an obscene plunder of much-needed climate funds
By: Jefferson Chua

We are calling out the obscene greed of government officials and contractors who have
allegedly pocketed billions from anomalous flood control projects that are meant for climate
adaptation. Based on estimations revealed at Senate inquiries, as much as P1.029 trillion of the
government’s climate-tagged expenditures could have potentially been lost to corruption since
2023, including P560 billion in 2025 alone.

Data from the National Integrated Climate Change Database and Information Exchange System
website shows that in 2025, the Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH) holds the
lion’s share of the climate-tagged projects: P800 billion of the P1 trillion of climate-tagged
projects fell under its purview, comprising 90 percent, or 24,764 out of 26,874 climate-tagged
projects. Of this, based on estimations, around P560 billion of the P800 billion is potentially
being lost to corruption. DPWH climate-tagged flood-related projects in 2025 total P248 billion,
of which, by the same estimation, P173 billion is vulnerable to corruption.

A trillion pesos is a staggering, absurd amount, siphoned by avaricious, self-serving officials and
contractor corporations from projects meant to help people cope with escalating climate impacts.
This is unacceptable. They’re not just plundering government coffers, they’re also crippling the
ability of millions of Filipinos to survive in the face of an escalating climate crisis. Theft of climate
funds at such a scale is atrocious and offenders are akin to climate criminals.

Corruption and greed are undermining the ability of millions of Filipinos to cope with climate
change. Every year, millions of Filipinos lose lives, homes and livelihoods due to more frequent
and more intense flooding. Floods have also caused massive economic losses for local
governments as well as the national government. The flood control projects are meant to protect
communities, but the ongoing investigations show that astronomical amounts for these climate
adaptation efforts are going to the pockets of greedy government officials and private
contractors.

Meanwhile, the government doesn’t have enough money to fund its climate adaptation needs or
to cover the costs of climate losses and damages. The Department of Finance says that costs in
losses and damages in the Philippines from 2010 to 2020 amounted to P506.1 billion. The
government also says that from 2015 to 2022, it spent almost P2 trillion for disaster risk
reduction and management. Money to fund adaptation, however, still falls short of what’s
needed. A 2022 World Bank report projected that the Philippines can lose as much as 7.6
percent of GDP by 2030 and 13.6 percent by 2040 due to climate change.

The corruption scandal puts Filipinos in a hopeless situation: not only is our climate financing
woefully inadequate to avoid future losses, but also, more than half of what little allocation we

https://www.sunstar.com.ph/cebu/tell-it-to-sunstar-flood-control-corruption-an-obscene-plunder-of-much-needed-climate-funds#google_vignette
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have for climate action is potentially being stolen. Filipinos are left with pitiful change from the
billions stolen by a few.

The government is applying for loans and grants to address losses and damages from climate
disasters. Given this filthy track record, what assurance do the Filipino people have that the
money for climate adaptation won’t end up in the pockets of the greedy? Each new loan pushes
us deeper into debt, while corruption drains the borrowed money that’s meant to protect us.

Corruption is a significant roadblock to climate action. The country can never achieve its climate
targets if corruption is left to operate unchecked. The gargantuan budget for climate tagged-
projects under the purview of the DPWH shows the government’s short-sighted overreliance on
gray infrastructure for climate adaptation. The government must instead put its focus on
implementing nature-based and community-led solutions, preserving watersheds, stopping
mining and quarrying projects that destroy forests and rivers, putting an end to reclamation and
instituting a national ban on single use plastics such as sachets to ease flood problems in major
urban areas.

Massive corruption on flood control projects at a time of climate change, worsened by the
continued extraction and operation of fossil fuel companies in the name of profit, is piling one
injustice over another onto Filipino communities. Filipinos cannot continue to suffer the double
burden of corruption and corporate impunity. The government must not be deaf to the outrage of
Filipinos and must heed the call to exact accountability both from corrupt officials and
contractors, as well as from giant fossil fuel companies who are amassing grotesque illegal
wealth from people suffering climate impacts. Moreover, given the huge amount of losses the
country is facing, the President will need to source funding that does not place any more burden
on Filipinos such as in the form of reparations from climate polluters.

The greed we’re seeing in this corruption scandal mirrors the greed of fossil fuel corporations
that have put us in this climate crisis in the first place and continue their harmful activities,
putting the quest for profit over the safety and survival of people and the planet. Alongside this
much needed corruption investigation, President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. must also hold the
world’s biggest climate polluting corporations accountable: make them stop further fossil fuel
extraction and production, and make them pay for losses and damages.
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Climate Change Commission calls for nature-based flood-control solutions
By: Andre Christopher H. Alampay

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) said it is advocating for flood control projects that
better consider rainy-season conditions to boost climate resilience.

Undersecretary for Integrated Environmental Science Carlos P. David told the Senate there are
alternatives to the Department of Public Works and Highways’ (DPWH) reliance on so-called
“gray infrastructure.”

“If infrastructure is improperly placed, not only does it exacerbate flooding; often it actually
intensifies flooding downstream,” Mr. David said.

Mr. David said the need to construct projects during the dry season often means they are not
properly placed to handle flows encountered during the rainy season.

He also backed water-impoundment projects that facilitate irrigation, hydropower, ecotourism,
and aquaculture.

CCC Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje, citing the Climate Tracker Asia Study, said the rate
of sea level rise in the Philippines was 2.8 millimeters (mm) per year in 1993 but 3.6 mm in 2010,
twice the global average.

Between 2011 and 2021, typhoons caused around P673 billion in damage, he added.

By 2030, the CCC project infrastructure losses of P83 billion and lost productivity of P466 billion.
The last El Niño caused P15 billion in losses to agriculture.

The CCC is tasked with raising public awareness of climate change and its impact on energy,
agriculture, industry, transport, and health systems.

http://https://www.bworldonline.com/economy/2025/09/10/697655/climate-change-commission-calls-for-nature-based-flood-control-solutions/
http://https://www.bworldonline.com/economy/2025/09/10/697655/climate-change-commission-calls-for-nature-based-flood-control-solutions/
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[Opinion] Resilient by design: Senate voices, national resolve
By: Secretary Robert EA Borje

When I entered the Senate hall last week for the organizational meeting of the Committee on
Environment, Natural Resources and Climate Change chaired by Senator Camille Villar with
Senator Erwin Tulfo as vice chair, it was clear this was no ordinary gathering. The room was full:
senators, national agencies and the broad range of stakeholders present. The atmosphere
carried a sense of urgency. Climate change was not being discussed as tomorrow’s problem. It
was being recognized, rightly, as the defining context of our present and our future.

I thank Senator Villar and Senator Tulfo for the invitation to present and engage in this
discussion. Their leadership provides not only a platform for dialogue but a compass for
alignment, so that the work ahead may be shared, coherent and purposeful.

Senator Villar put it plainly: floods are no longer just natural hazards but governance challenges.
They expose gaps in how we plan our cities, enforce our laws and prepare our people. Senator
Tulfo pointed to irresponsible mining and land grabbing, warning of the toll they take on
Indigenous Peoples and communities. Both spoke to truths the science affirms: resilience is
inseparable from governance, justice and foresight.

The numbers are stark. Between 2011 and 2021, typhoons cost the Philippines P673 billion.
This year’s El Niño wiped out P15 billion in crops. In 2024, “Severe Tropical Storm Kristine” and
“Super Typhoon Leon” displaced 9.6 million Filipinos. By 2030, climate projections warn of P83
billion in annual infrastructure losses and P466 billion in productivity losses from extreme heat.
But behind each figure are lives: farmers in Mindanao watching their harvests wither, students in
Metro Manila wading through floods just to reach school, coastal families in Samar forced to
retreat as the sea swallows their land.

For too long, responses have been fragmented — a seawall here, a mangrove project there —
important, but often uncoordinated. Without coherence, we end up with patchwork defenses:
costly, inefficient and unsustainable. What we need instead is resilient, integrated living
infrastructure: systems where natural and human-made defenses reinforce one another.
Mangroves, forests, wetlands and bamboo are not ornamental. They are living infrastructure, as
vital as bridges or drainage, buffering storms, regulating water and sustaining livelihoods.
Combined with well-planned cities, communities and regions, and social protection, they form
the foundation of resilience.

This is the vision of the Philippines’ first National Adaptation Plan (NAP), launched under the
leadership of President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. It is not only a strategy for survival but an
investment plan for our people: a science-based framework that uses climate modeling, risk
analytics, and futures thinking to guide choices until 2050. Developed with national agencies,
local governments, CSOs, the academe, the private sector, and development partners, the NAP

http://https://tribune.net.ph/amp/story/2025/09/14/resilient-by-design-senate-voices-national-resolve
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shows how resources can be directed where they matter most — protecting lives, sustaining
livelihoods and strengthening communities.

Here lies an important point raised by the senators. Success requires drawing on the strengths
of all institutions, large and small. Agencies like the Climate Change Commission may not have
the scale of line departments, but their role is strategic: cutting across silos, embedding climate
foresight into planning, and aligning national and local action. Size belies function. As Senators
Villar and Tulfo themselves noted, the CCC must be more involved — not for prominence, but
for coherence. And coherence will be decisive.

The Philippines contributes less than half a percent to global emissions, yet we suffer among
the world’s greatest losses. This reality should challenge us, not paralyze us. It means every
peso invested must serve two purposes: building resilience and accelerating the just transition
to a low-carbon economy. Resilience and decarbonization are not parallel tracks but twin rails of
sustainable development.

The Senate meeting was not just procedure. It was a reminder that climate change is testing
whether we can govern as one country, one team. The challenge is immense, but the
opportunity is greater: to turn science into foresight, foresight into policy, and policy into
protection. If we meet this challenge with discipline and vision, the Philippines will not only
withstand the storms and droughts that confront us. We will emerge stronger — a nation that
invests in its people, builds resilient, integrated living infrastructure, and leads by example in a
world searching for solutions. That is the charge before us. That is the legacy we must choose
to build.
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CCC highlights urgent climate realities, compounding effects
By: Lade Jean Kabagani

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) underscored the urgent need for decisive climate
action, revealing the severe economic and environmental toll caused by extreme weather
events.

CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje stressed the urgency of
addressing the global climate crisis and its compounding effects on the Philippines.

“Between 2011 and 2021, tropical cyclones inflicted P673 billion in damages,” Borje reported.

He warned that by 2030, the country could face P83 billion in infrastructure losses and P466
billion in productivity losses due to extreme heat, compounded by rising sea levels.

In a recent briefing by the Senate Committee on Environment, Natural Resources, and Climate
Change, Borje discussed environmental issues and the implementation challenges of ecological
laws.

Citing Climate Impacts Tracker Asia, panel chairperson Senator Camille Villar highlighted the
growing threat of flash floods and the escalating problem of plastic pollution, pointing to the
Philippines’ status as home to seven of the world’s top 10 plastic-polluting rivers.

She noted, > “billions of single-use plastics and sachets end up in our landfills, rivers, and
oceans every year, driven by our culture of affordable, small packaging.”

Villar also emphasized the need for improved enforcement of the Ecological Solid Waste
Management Act (RA 9003), enacted two decades ago to address waste, but still facing
obstacles in localized implementation.

“The challenge now is harmonizing its implementation to ensure that local government units and
the private sector collaborate effectively,” she said.

Meanwhile, panel vice chairperson Senator Erwin Tulfo echoed concerns about flood control,
stressing the necessity for science-based, long-lasting solutions as typhoons grow stronger and
rainfall intensifies.

The CCC stressed the importance of systems thinking—a comprehensive, interdisciplinary
approach—to tackle the multifaceted nature of climate impacts.

Borje explained, > “Flooding brought by intense rains and strong tropical cyclones is a complex
problem shaped by multiple factors over time.”

http://https://tribune.net.ph/2025/09/12/ccc-highlights-urgent-climate-realities-compounding-effects
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“That’s why we approach this issue using systems thinking, integrating expertise across sectors
such as agriculture, energy, and transportation,” he added.

Borje noted that a collaborative and data-driven approach allows anticipation of future risks and
the careful design of policies and projects that remain robust under multiple scenarios.

“Addressing climate impacts requires a whole-of-nation effort, where different agencies and
experts work together to develop solutions that can withstand the effects of climate change,” he
added.

Central to these efforts is the National Adaptation Plan (NAP), developed in 2024 under
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.'s leadership.

The NAP aims to guide tailored strategies for communities based on their unique vulnerabilities,
with a goal to reduce climate-related losses and build resilience toward sustainable
development by 2050.

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) also provided updates on law
enforcement during the briefing, underscoring ongoing environmental management efforts.
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Senator seeks stronger role for climate body in flood project planning
By: Wilnard Bacelonia

Senator Erwin Tulfo on Wednesday urged the government to involve the Climate Change
Commission (CCC) more directly in planning and designing flood control projects, warning that
stronger typhoons and heavier rains brought by climate change demand longer-lasting and
science-based infrastructure.

During a Senate Committee on Environment, Natural Resources and Climate Change hearing,
Tulfo noted that most flood mitigation projects are built with a five-year lifespan, which he said is
inadequate given worsening weather conditions.

“Pag meron pong dilubyo, talagang dilubyo. Akala mo katapusan na po ng mundo. Milyun-
milyon ang ginagastos natin, pagkatapos five years lang po, 'yung flood control nasisira na
(When calamities strike, they’re catastrophic. We spend millions, yet flood control structures last
only five years before being damaged),” Tulfo said, adding that projects should be designed to
withstand at least 20 to 25 years of use.

CCC Secretary Robert Borje confirmed that the agency had submitted the country’s first
National Adaptation Plan in 2024, providing climate projections and data that could guide
agencies like the Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH).

He said, however, that coordination needs to be tightened so the plan does not remain “just a
paper” but is implemented across agencies.

Tulfo suggested filing a Senate resolution requiring the CCC’s inclusion in the planning of
DPWH and other agencies’ infrastructure projects.

He said tighter coordination with the Department of Agriculture and the National Irrigation
Administration is also needed to ensure flood management systems are integrated with
irrigation and water use programs.

Meanwhile, Environment Secretary Raphael Lotilla supported the call for integrated water
management, noting that flood control, irrigation, hydropower, and other uses should be
harmonized to maximize resources.

=END=

http://https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1258407
http://https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1258407

