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Greenpeace estimates P1-T lost in irreqular climate-action projects
By: Andre Christopher H. Alampay

Greenpeace Philippines said fraud, waste, and corruption in climate-adaptation projects,
including flood-control works, resulted in losses topping P1 trillion between 2023 and 2025, with
the vast majority involving contracts overseen by the Department of Public Works and Highways
(DPWH).

DAILY GUARDIAN
BEYOND SPECTACLE: UPV_chancellor seeks independent commission on flood

anomalies
By: Mariela Angella Oladive

With mounting reports of irregularities in flood control projects, University of the Philippines
Visayas Chancellor Dr. Clement Camposano has urged the creation of an independent “truth
commission,” warning that congressional hearings risk turning into political theater.


https://www.bworldonline.com/economy/2025/09/08/697108/greenpeace-estimates-p1-t-lost-in-irregular-climate-action-projects/
https://dailyguardian.com.ph/beyond-spectacle-upv-chancellor-seeks-independent-commission-on-flood-anomalies/
https://dailyguardian.com.ph/beyond-spectacle-upv-chancellor-seeks-independent-commission-on-flood-anomalies/

ECO BUSINESS

‘We need to arrive empowered’: Indigenous women demand a seat at the COP30 table
By: Amanda Magnani

“We are the guardians of the planet for the healing of the earth.” With this motto, Indigenous
women are reaffirming their essential role in the global climate agenda and articulating a unified
message to take to COP30, the United Nations climate conference taking place in Belém, Brazil,
this November.

MANILA STANDARD

DA, World Bank plan $70-m climate insurance for farmers
By: Othel V. Campos

The Department of Agriculture (DA) will roll out a $70-million climate change insurance program
in 2026 with funding support from the World Bank to shield the country’s agriculture sector from
worsening climate risks.

THE MANILA TIMES

Project TRANSFORM aims to boost LGU resilience against disasters and climate change
By:Michele T. Logarta

Project Transform (Transdisciplinary Approach for Resilience and Environmental Sustainability
through Multistakeholder Engagement), the Department of Environment and Natural Resources’
(DENR) flagship project, intends to make local government units (LGUs) and communities
disaster and climate-resilient, instead of merely disaster-responsive.

WB grants $70M loan for farmers' climate-risk insurance
By: Giselle P. Jordan

The World Bank is lending $70 million to the Philippines for a co-insurance pool that would
protect small farmers and fisherfolk from the effects of climate change, according to the
Department of Agriculture (DA) on Sunday.

THE PHILIPPINE STAR

‘Funding gap hits Philippines firms’ net-zero targets’
By: Brix Lelis

Despite the country’s bold climate targets, most local companies are still struggling to meet their
net-zero goals largely due to limited access to capital, according to the Net Zero Carbon
Alliance.


https://www.eco-business.com/news/we-need-to-arrive-empowered-indigenous-women-demand-a-seat-at-the-cop30-table/
https://manilastandard.net/business/314640028/da-world-bank-plan-70-m-climate-insurance-for-farmers.html
https://www.manilatimes.net/2025/09/06/business/green-industries/project-transform-aims-to-boost-lgu-resilience-against-disasters-and-climate-change/2179687
https://www.manilatimes.net/2025/09/08/business/top-business/wb-grants-70m-loan-for-farmers-climate-risk-insurance/2180350
https://www.philstar.com/business/2025/09/07/2470936/funding-gap-hits-philippines-firms-net-zero-targets
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Neglect, abuse at all levels

Public outrage over the controversial flood control projects has spilled over to the government’s
lack of attention to the setting of climate targets under the Paris Agreement, which other nations
less affected by climate shifts are due to submit ahead of the next United Nations climate
conference in Brazil.

[Opinion] Building green: Transforming challenges into opportunities
By: Secretary Robert EA Borje

When we think of climate change, we often imagine typhoons, floods or droughts. Yet the fight
also happens in quieter, everyday places — inside our homes, offices, schools and even the
malls and hospitals we frequent. On this National Green Building Day, we are reminded that the
way we design, build and live in these spaces can either deepen the crisis or help solve it.
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Greenpeace estimates P1-T lost in irregular climate-action projects
By: Andre Christopher H. Alampay

Greenpeace Philippines said fraud, waste, and corruption in climate-adaptation projects,
including flood-control works, resulted in losses topping P1 trillion between 2023 and 2025, with
the vast majority involving contracts overseen by the Department of Public Works and Highways
(DPWH).

Citing data from the National Integrated Climate Change Database and Information Exchange
System (NICCDIES), Greenpeace said the DPWH was responsible for P800 billion of the
projects, including around P560 billion in 2025.

Greenpeace campaigner Jefferson Chua said the lack of proper climate action is weakening
efforts to mitigate the effects of climate change.

“Theft of climate funds at such a scale is atrocious, and offenders are akin to climate criminals,”
Mr. Chua said.

Mr. Chua said the pursuit of projects funded by debt inflates government borrowing without
producing commensurate benefits.

Mr. Chua called for more nature-based, community-led solutions tailored to the needs of each
community.

“A lot of these projects that are corrupt, unfortunately are useless... For these projects to be
usable and useful to communities, public (involvement) is key,” Mr. Chua said.

Greenpeace said its menu of options for climate adaptation includes preserving watersheds,
stopping destructive mining, halting reclamation, and banning single-use plastics in major urban
areas.


https://www.bworldonline.com/economy/2025/09/08/697108/greenpeace-estimates-p1-t-lost-in-irregular-climate-action-projects/
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BEYOND SPECTACLE: UPV _ chancellor seeks independent commission on flood
anomalies
By: Mariela Angella Oladive

With mounting reports of irregularities in flood control projects, University of the Philippines
Visayas Chancellor Dr. Clement Camposano has urged the creation of an independent “truth
commission,” warning that congressional hearings risk turning into political theater.

Camposano said that while Senate and House inquiries may expose corruption in infrastructure
spending, they cannot by themselves restore public trust.

“If Congress investigates itself, it will never be a true investigation,” he said in a recent interview.

“We need a body outside politics, independent even from the President, if we want to get to the
bottom of this,” he added.

He proposed a commission composed of government officials, civil society leaders, state
institutions, academics, and members of the religious sector, whose collective credibility would

be beyond reproach.

Politicians, he said, should not automatically be excluded, provided their track record
demonstrates integrity.

Camposano cautioned that the current focus on naming contractors or individual culprits risks
obscuring deeper challenges tied to flooding.

He said climate change, sinking land, and unchecked urban growth are reshaping the country’s
flood risk and require long-term solutions such as relocating communities in high-risk zones.

“Unless we confront this, no investigation will solve our problem,” Camposano said.

He warned that the inquiries could again fall into a familiar cycle of dramatic hearings, public
outrage, and eventual return to business as usual.

“We have to go beyond the spectacle,” he said.

Camposano drew parallels with Indonesia, where public anger over governance has boiled over
despite strong economic growth.

He noted that the Philippines, though one of Southeast Asia’s fastest-growing economies,
remains deeply unequal.


https://dailyguardian.com.ph/beyond-spectacle-upv-chancellor-seeks-independent-commission-on-flood-anomalies/
https://dailyguardian.com.ph/beyond-spectacle-upv-chancellor-seeks-independent-commission-on-flood-anomalies/

“Strange as it may seem, the Philippines is not poor. What is poor are the Filipinos,” he said.

The call comes amid heightened scrutiny of the Department of Public Works and Highways’
(DPWH) multi-billion-peso flood control projects across the country, following President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr.’s directive for closer investigation of infrastructure spending.

In lloilo City and province, officials including Mayor Raisa Trefas-Chu and Provincial Board
Member Rolex Suplico have raised concerns about alleged substandard construction and
project delays.

In recent weeks, congressional hearings have placed DPWH officials under pressure, while
local government leaders echoed calls for transparency and accountability.

The controversy has fueled debate on whether legislative probes can ensure integrity or risk
devolving into political spectacle without addressing systemic issues.
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‘We need to arrive empowered’: Indigenous women demand a seat at the COP30 table
By: Amanda Magnani

“We are the guardians of the planet for the healing of the earth.” With this motto, Indigenous
women are reaffirming their essential role in the global climate agenda and articulating a unified
message to take to COP30, the United Nations climate conference taking place in Belém, Brazil,
this November.

The statement was released during the National March of Indigenous Women, held in Brasilia in
early August, and seeks to draw attention to the disproportionate effects of extreme weather on
women and girls, especially those of Indigenous origin.

As guardians of biodiversity who are also responsible for caring for their families, communities
and territories, women are the first to feel the impacts, which range from food insecurity and
economic hardship to increased violence and work overload.

“Women are always more affected by climate change,” Dali Angel, project coordinator for the
Fund for the Development of Indigenous Peoples in Latin America and the Caribbean (Filac),
told Dialogue Earth.

Nayra Kaxuyana, international advisor to Brazil’s Ministry of Indigenous Peoples, added that
one of the main demands that women bring to the federal agency is for support in building seed
houses: “Many of the seeds we have today in the territories are no longer adapted to the
climate,” she told Dialogue Earth.

The United Nations has highlighted that Indigenous women, by preserving seeds, protecting
pollinators, fertilising soil with organic methods, and helping to keep forests intact, are at the
forefront of environmental conservation. For this reason, the agency recognises that their
participation in decision-making is crucial for recovery and adaptation in the face of climate
extremes.

We need to arrive empowered, with tools that allow us to have a greater impact in the
negotiation spaces.

Dali Angel, project coordinator, Fund for the Development of Indigenous Peoples in Latin
America and the Caribbean

“We are the ones who think about the process of resilience within the territories,” said Alana
Manchineri, international advisor to the Coordination of Indigenous Organizations of the
Brazilian Amazon (Coiab). “We are the ones who know all the medicinal plants, who pass on
our knowledge to our children and who forge new leaders.”


https://www.eco-business.com/news/we-need-to-arrive-empowered-indigenous-women-demand-a-seat-at-the-cop30-table/

Record-breaking Indigenous delegation

Taking place in the Amazon, COP30 aims to bring together the largest Indigenous delegation in
history. According to Brazil's minister for Indigenous peoples, Sonia Guajajara, the goal is to
secure accreditation for at least 1,000 Indigenous people in the Blue Zone, the official space
where negotiations between governments and international delegations take place.

To date, according to Guajajara, the largest participations were recorded at COP21 in Paris and
COP28 in Dubai, which each had around 350 Indigenous representatives from across the world.

In recent months, the COP30 presidency has announced initiatives to strengthen the
participation at the event of traditional peoples, a category that in Brazil includes Indigenous
communities and others, including quilombola people. These include the Indigenous Peoples’
Circle, an official forum for dialogue with leaders; the COP Village, a camp that is expected to
receive 3,000 Indigenous people in Belém; and training aimed primarily at women from
traditional communities and organisations so that they can participate in international
discussions.

However, for Indigenous women, getting to Belém will only be the first step. Filac’s Angel
explains that “even when women manage to get to where the conference is being held, it is the
men [Indigenous as well as non-Indigenous] who are able to access the Blue Zone”.

According to Angel, it is therefore essential to ensure the accreditation of Indigenous women, as
well as Indigenous men. But the process, she says, is demanding and time-consuming. For this
reason, the alternative has been to register them as guests of partner organisations.

“They are deciding our future behind closed doors, where our voice is not included,” added
Nansendalia Ramirez, a Mexican member of the Global Alliance of Territorial Communities,
speaking at the first National Conference of Indigenous Women, which took place alongside the
march in Brasilia.

Indigenous diplomacy with voices of women

For about a year, representatives of Indigenous people from across Latin America and the
Caribbean have been organising to arrive at COP30 in a stronger position.

This movement gained momentum after Brazil's nationally determined contribution (NDC) to the
Paris Agreement — the climate action plan every UN member state must submit every five years
— presented at the end of 2024 was widely regarded as insufficient. “When we had access to the
text and realised that Indigenous peoples are rarely mentioned, we thought: this is wrong,” said
Coiab’s Manchineri.



In response, the Brazilian Indigenous movement presented its own NDC, with specific proposals
and demands. Although unofficial and national in scope, the document reflects common
agendas of Indigenous peoples around the world.

Two demands stand out: that states recognise the Indigenous contribution to mitigating the
climate crisis, including the demarcation of territories in their NDCs; and that Indigenous
organisations have direct access to climate resources — of which they currently receive only 1
per cent — without relying on intermediaries.

“We are denied this access on the grounds that we lack technical capacity and human
resources,” said Angel.

For her, the setbacks in the rights of women, children and Indigenous people make it even more
urgent to arrive in Belém with a solid and unified agenda. This mobilisation, she added, goes
beyond Latin America and the Caribbean and has reached other sociocultural regions where
women Indigenous leaders are now articulating their own agendas.

“The challenge is to come together to build a common agenda for all of us,” she said. This
coordination has materialised in different spaces. At the COP16 biodiversity conference in
Colombia last year, the Indigenous Amazon G9 was created, a coalition of organisations from
the nine Amazon countries. Then in April, at the Free Land Camp, a gathering that brought
together 6,000 Indigenous people in Brasilia, representatives from the Amazon, the Pacific
Islands and Australia issued a joint statement on COP30.

Similarly, the Indigenous women’s conference in August ended with the Charter for Life and for
Territories, which calls for funds for territorial management and tackling the climate crisis, with
women at the forefront.

The text also reinforces the centrality of land in the Indigenous struggle: “Our bodies are territory.
Our territory is sacred. We will remain organised, mobilised and fighting for justice, wellbeing
and the continuity of life on the planet.”

For Indigenous women, every debate begins with territory. “You cannot talk about health, food
sovereignty or quality of life without talking about territory,” said Angel.

Manchineri added: “For us, it is very clear: when our territories are violated, so are all our other
rights.” During the August conference, leaders denounced the worsening violence in their lands,
linked to the lack of demarcation and the expansion of exploratory ventures. Manchineri pointed
out that increases in illegal mining activity in Brazil mainly affect women.

“We have a high rate of pregnant women with high levels of mercury,” she said. “Often, they
cannot even breastfeed their children because mercury is present in breast milk.”



Studies conducted by health research institute Fiocruz in Para, the northern Brazilian state
where Belém is located, have confirmed this: pregnant women and children living along the
Tapajos River basin and Indigenous people in the Munduruku territory recorded mercury levels
above World Health Organization limits as a result of mining activity.

From the village to the COP — and back to the village

Faced with countless obstacles, Indigenous women have mobilised to increase their presence
and ensure their voices are heard in formal negotiations at COP30. “For women who are
mothers, we have sought support so that their partners can accompany them to take care of the
children while they participate in the events,” said Manchineri.

“We have to fight against the entire patriarchal system and even against the discrimination that
exists within our territories,” added Ramirez.

Manchineri explained that their strategy is twofold: to bring what is discussed in the territories to
the international table and then, on their return, to present the decisions and progress made in
an accessible way.

To support this strategy, leaders have organised their own workshops and preparatory meetings
— the pre-COPs — in addition to the training provided by the COP presidency. The idea is to help
build knowledge within the communities about what the conferences are and how they work,
and ultimately build a common agenda.

“We need to arrive empowered, with tools that allow us to have a greater impact in the
negotiation spaces,” said Angel.
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DA, World Bank plan $70-m climate insurance for farmers
By: Othel V. Campos

The Department of Agriculture (DA) will roll out a $70-million climate change insurance program
in 2026 with funding support from the World Bank to shield the country’s agriculture sector from
worsening climate risks.

Agriculture Secretary Francisco Tiu Laurel Jr. said the five-year project, which runs until 2030, is
expected to benefit 750,000 small farmers and fishermen.

“The World Bank plans to leverage its loan to mobilize between $300 million and $500 million in
climate protection for farmers, fisherfolk, and agri-based MSMEs,” he said.

Tiu Laurel said the program will allow producers to bounce back faster after climate shocks and
resume production with minimal delay.

Under the loan arrangement, the Department of Finance will serve as the borrower, while the
DA will implement the project, establishing a co-insurance pool where public and private
insurers share risks from climate-triggered disasters such as droughts and floods.

The program will combine the Philippine Crop Insurance Corp.’s expertise in agricultural
insurance with the capital and technical capacity of private insurers, including the National
Reinsurance Corporation of the Philippines.

“A stronger insurance framework reduces the risk in agricultural lending,” Tiu Laurel said. “This
encourages banks to provide more credit, helping farmers invest in technology, adopt climate-

smart practices, and boost productivity.”

The initiative also supports President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.’s vision to modernize agriculture
and secure the country’s food supply.
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Project TRANSFORM aims to boost LGU resilience against disasters and climate change
By:Michele T. Logarta

Project Transform (Transdisciplinary Approach for Resilience and Environmental Sustainability
through Multistakeholder Engagement), the Department of Environment and Natural Resources’
(DENR) flagship project, intends to make local government units (LGUs) and communities
disaster and climate-resilient, instead of merely disaster-responsive.

During the DENR colloquium on Aug. 27, Environment Secretary Raphael P.M. Lotilla said that
the agency is targeting to have 29 LGUs join Project Transform by 2026, with at least one
province per region implementing it. Since the project’s launch in 2023, the LGUs of Ormoc City,
Leyte, Baguio City, Palawan, Sarangani, Surigao del Norte, Quezon City, Masbate and the
provinces surrounding the Verde Island passage have also joined the initiative.

Lotilla said that the LGUs are “critical active agents of transformation and not merely
implementers of national policy.” The LGUS’ role is crucial because the country is at a “critical
juncture where accelerated action in addressing disaster risks, climate change and
environmental degradation is imperative.”

The Philippines has been consistently ranked first in the World Risk Index due to “development
choices” that have made communities vulnerable to the climate change impact.

The colloquium showcased the best practices of LGUs that were among the early adopters of
Project Transform.

Bataan’s Barangay Resilience Bingo Scorecard measures the resilience of each barangay
(village) across the pillars of Leadership, Governance, Human Development, Local Economy
and Infrastructure, and Environment. About 234 out of 237 barangay in the province have
participated in this initiative which rewards top performers with cash incentives up to P1 million.

As a result, Bataan Gov. Jose Enrique Garcia lll said barangay have come up with community-
based risk mapping that heightened awareness of hazards and informed preparedness actions,
and crafted disaster strategies that integrate public health emergencies and inclusive
development plans.

Garcia said that the Bakaw1Bataan initiative treats mangroves as “socioecological systems and
cleanup drives, awareness campaigns and livelihood opportunities are integrated into
conservation.” Sixty hectares have already been adopted by private partners in collaboration
with LGUs and fisherfolk. Bataan signed a memorandum of agreement (MOA) for the Abucay
Mangrove Adoption and Protection Project in partnership with SMC Global Power Foundation
Inc. and Samahan ng Mananahong ng Sitio Bakawan.
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In Lanao del Norte, continued community dialog has laid the groundwork for climate action and
resulted in the establishment of the province’s four core initiatives: Nature and Wealth,
Kapaligiran Alagaan Para sa Kalusugan, Taytayan Para sa Kalikasan and Landscape-2-
Seascape Project.

DENR Region 10 Regional Executive Director Henry Adornado cited the region’s vulnerability to
environmental degradation, unpredictable climate patterns and development pressure. He
highlighted the Landscape 2 Seascape Project’s protection of 2,700 hectares of mangroves
along the province’s coastal municipalities. He acknowledged that mangroves are “the first line
of defense... we wanted not only to preserve and protect that area but also to convert it into a
productive ecotourism site.”

Lanao del Norte signed the MOA for implementation of Project Transform in the municipalities of
Nunungan and Kauswagan.

Rizal province focuses on ecotourism and water security as priorities. Half of its land area is
protected landscape, giving it enormous potential for ecotourism. Tanay town in Rizal signed a
MOA for the implementation of Project Transform to support “regenerative tourism and a shift
toward sustainable models that create a positive impact on Tanay’s environment and
communities,” said architect Herbert Jose from the Office of the Provincial Planning and
Development.

At the colloquium, the LGUs of Bohol, lloilo City and Zamboanga del Norte signed MOAs to
strengthen the implementation of Project Transform in their respective provinces.

Lotilla said that each LGU’s accomplishment shows that resilience goes beyond “enduring the
next storm or natural calamity. It is about enabling development that thrives despite risk.”
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WB grants $70M loan for farmers' climate-risk insurance
By: Giselle P. Jordan

The World Bank is lending $70 million to the Philippines for a co-insurance pool that would
protect small farmers and fisherfolk from the effects of climate change, according to the
Department of Agriculture (DA) on Sunday.

A co-insurance pool is a system where multiple insurance companies collectively share the risk
of a single, large or complex policy for energy projects or natural catastrophes.

The loan will fund a climate-protection program in 2026, which will run for five years and benefit
750,000 small farmers and fisherfolk, the DA said.

“The World Bank plans to leverage its loan to mobilize between $300 million and $500 million in
climate protection for farmers, fisherfolk, and agri-based micro, small and medium enterprises
(MSMEs),” Agriculture Secretary Francisco Tiu Laurel Jr. said. “This will allow [the beneficiaries]
to bounce back faster after climate shocks and resume production with minimal delay.”

The Department of Finance is the borrower in the loan program, with the DA as the project
implementer.

The program will combine the Philippine Crop Insurance Corp.'s knowledge in agricultural
insurance and the technical expertise of the National Reinsurance Corp. of the Philippines.

“A stronger insurance framework reduces the risk in agricultural lending,” Tiu Laurel said. “This
encourages banks to provide more credit, helping farmers invest in technology, adopt climate-

smart practices, and boost productivity.”

The DA noted that the co-insurance pool is also aligned with President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.'s
vision of a modernized agriculture sector and a food-secure Philippines.
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THE PHILIPPINE STAR

‘Funding gap hits Philippines firms’ net-zero targets’
By: Brix Lelis

Despite the country’s bold climate targets, most local companies are still struggling to meet their
net-zero goals largely due to limited access to capital, according to the Net Zero Carbon
Alliance.

NZCA, the country’s leading private sector-backed net-zero coalition, said the lack of vital tools,
scalable technologies and accessible financing has held back many Philippine businesses from
achieving their climate commitments.

These challenges were said to have kept companies stuck in the promise phase, stalling the
shift from climate pledges to the implementation of real, measurable decarbonization strategies.

“Whether they’re small and medium enterprises tracking emissions for the first time or large
corporations working to reduce supply chain emissions, the challenge is clear: ambition must
translate into action,” NZCA executive director Allan Barcena said.

Environment Secretary Raphael Lotilla earlier said the Philippines would require at least $72
billion in financing to lower its carbon emissions and help confront the climate crisis.

“Hence, mobilization and provision of finance technology and capacity building to enable
ambitious climate action need to be accelerated,” Lotilla emphasized in a climate summit last
month.

To deepen the dialogue on the national decarbonization strategy, NZCA, in partnership with
Southeast Asia Corporate Decarbonization Exchange, is set to stage this year’s Philippine Net
Zero Conference on Sept. 18.

The conference aims to provide local businesses with a solutions-focused agenda that will
explore innovative pathways and unlock financing mechanisms to help advance their net-zero

goals.

“Through continuous and practical dialogue with different leaders, we can help drive both
corporate and national progress toward a low-carbon economy,” Barcena said.

In 2016, the Philippines, along with 174 countries, signed the historic Paris Agreement, which
sets long-term goals to guide all nations in reducing their emissions.

As outlined in its nationally determined contribution, the Philippines commits to reducing its
greenhouse gas emissions by 75 percent by 2030.
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DAILY TRIBUNE

SCUTTLEBUTT

Neglect, abuse at all levels

Public outrage over the controversial flood control projects has spilled over to the government’s
lack of attention to the setting of climate targets under the Paris Agreement, which other nations
less affected by climate shifts are due to submit ahead of the next United Nations climate
conference in Brazil.

In a letter addressed to the Climate Change Commission and the Departments of Energy,
Transportation, Environment and Natural Resources, Agriculture, Economy, Planning, and
Development, and Finance, environmental groups urged the government agencies to embody
the government’s declared policy of a “whole-of-society approach” to climate action.

“Being the most vulnerable country to risks and disasters associated with the climate crisis, the
Philippines must urgently conduct consultations for the Nationally Determined Contribution
(NDC 3.0) submission with care and intention. It is important that the consultations be an
arduous process that ensures the inclusion and participation of as many sectors of society,” the
groups said in the letter.

The groups said consultations need to be held nationally along sectoral lines, and thematically
by the agencies, with a draft of the proposed NDC circulated well in advance to ensure that
frontline communities and multisectoral groups can contribute meaningfully and engage in the
process.

“With the above, we, the undersigned, believe the next Philippine NDC can truly reflect our
needs as a climate vulnerable nation,” said the groups.

Their plaint is connected to the current ordeal of most Filipinos who suffer after every downpour
and the rage against the theft of public funds by officials through shoddy flood control projects.
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[Opinion] Building green: Transforming challenges into opportunities
By: Secretary Robert EA Borje

When we think of climate change, we often imagine typhoons, floods or droughts. Yet the fight
also happens in quieter, everyday places — inside our homes, offices, schools and even the
malls and hospitals we frequent. On this National Green Building Day, we are reminded that the
way we design, build and live in these spaces can either deepen the crisis or help solve it.

Globally, buildings are among the largest users of energy and sources of greenhouse gas
emissions. The Philippines is no exception. In 2020, our energy sector — driven largely by the
power demands of residences, commercial establishments and government faciliies —
released nearly 100 teragrams of carbon dioxide equivalent, our single largest source of
emissions. Daunting, yes, but it presents enormous opportunity.

Commercial buildings — offices, malls and hotels — consume vast amounts of electricity for
cooling, lighting and operations. Yet with smart design they can showcase renewable energy,
efficiency and circular business models. Government structures — barangay halls, schools,
hospitals — set the tone for communities. Poorly designed, they drain budgets and lock in
inefficiency. Built well, they demonstrate resilience and good governance. Housing projects,
meanwhile, strike at the heart of Filipino life. For families in informal settlements, a house is
survival. Too often, conventional construction produces homes that overheat, flood and burden
families. With foresight, housing can uplift entire communities — especially when built with
sustainable local materials like treated bamboo, modular systems and culturally rooted designs.

The lesson is clear: buildings are never just structures. They form communities, and
communities shape the country. What we build is not only infrastructure but an ecosystem — of
energy, water, transport, waste and livelihoods. Designed carelessly, this ecosystem amplifies
vulnerability and depletes resources. Designed wisely, it strengthens resilience, reduces
emissions and respects the environment. The warning is equally clear: the Philippines must
build not merely to minimize losses, but to forge a robust ecosystem that prepares the economy
to take off and soar — rather than chain it to costly cycles of loss and rebuilding in the era of
climate change.

President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr., as chair of the Climate Change Commission (CCC), has
made climate-resilient housing and infrastructure a national priority. Through the National
Adaptation Plan and the Nationally Determined Contribution Implementation Plan, the CCC has
placed sustainability at the core of development policy. But turning vision into reality demands a
whole-of-nation effort. Agencies such as the National Housing Authority, the Department of
Human Settlements and Urban Development, the Department of Public Works and Highways,
and the Department of Transportation must integrate climate realities — heavier rainfall,
frequent floods, rising heat — into every project. Housing and infrastructure must be planned as
part of one resilient system that serves both people and planet.
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Local governments carry equal responsibility. They are on the frontlines of climate risk and the
stewards of community development. Enforcing zoning, updating codes, and grounding land-
use plans in science and hazard data are essential. LGUs can lead by ensuring public facilities
— schools, barangay halls, markets — are not liabilities but living examples of resilience and
sustainability.

The building industry also has a decisive role. Architects, engineers and developers must see
themselves as ecosystem builders, not just contractors. Innovation is key: treated bamboo,
modular construction, recycled materials and adaptive design can deliver affordability while
protecting ecosystems.

Here, Congress and the Senate can provide enabling legislation. Bamboo and other sustainable
materials must no longer be relegated to decorative use. With updated standards, incentives
and research support, they can become mainstream — powering an affordable, regenerative
and climate-resilient economy. This is a movement whose time has come: a response to the
climate crisis and a pathway to inclusive, sustainable growth.

The opportunity extends beyond our borders. Across Asia and the Pacific, disasters strike with
growing intensity, fueling demand for resilient, low-cost communities. With leadership from
government, investment from the private sector, and support from legislators, the Philippines
can position itself as a hub of sustainable construction — exporting expertise, creating green
jobs, and contributing solutions for the region.

At its core, this is about more than construction. It is about nation-building through ecosystem
building. Homes, schools, markets and offices are not isolated structures; they are
interconnected systems that shape resilience, drive the economy and safeguard dignity. Poor
design locks in inequity. Good design fosters inclusion, respects resources and anchors growth.
The built environment reflects who we are as a people — and who we aspire to become.

On this National Green Building Day, let us recognize that the foundation has been laid. Now we
must build not only smarter and stronger, but also more respectful of the environment that
sustains us. Let us commit to bold investments, forward-looking legislation, whole-of-nation
collaboration, and industry leadership that make green building the standard, not the exception.
Only then can every Filipino home and community contribute not just to shelter, but to the larger
project of building a safer, more resilient, and more prosperous Philippines — for ourselves, for
our neighbors in Asia and the Pacific, and for generations yet to come.

=END=
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