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Weather that drove Iberian wildfires is 40 times more likely to recur due to climate
change, report says

The hot, dry and windy conditions this summer that fueled the worst wildfires in Spain for at
least three decades are 40 times more likely to recur due to human-caused climate change,
according to an analysis by World Weather Attribution.

DAILY TRIBUNE

From waste to waves: Phl pushes green agenda

Senator Loren Legarda is pushing for long-overdue recognition of some of the country’s most
overlooked frontliners — waste workers.

https://www.bworldonline.com/world/2025/09/04/695943/weather-that-drove-iberian-wildfires-is-40-times-more-likely-to-recur-due-to-climate-change-report-says/
https://www.bworldonline.com/world/2025/09/04/695943/weather-that-drove-iberian-wildfires-is-40-times-more-likely-to-recur-due-to-climate-change-report-says/
https://tribune.net.ph/2025/09/04/from-waste-to-waves-phl-pushes-green-agenda
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Javi Benitez fully behind PBBM's flood control project crusade; says climate change
justice a must
By: Ellson Quismorio

Negros Occidental 3rd district Rep. Javier Miguel "javi" Benitez has reiterated his backing of
President Marcos' audit of questionable flood control projects even as Filipinos continue to
suffer from worsened flooding.

PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER

House urged to support climate accountability bill
By: Gabriel Pabico Lalu
Negros Occidental 3rd District Rep. Javi Benitez has urged his colleagues in the House of
Representatives to support a bill seeking to ensure climate accountability, stressing that
communities bear the brunt of climate change even though the Philippines contributes little to
global pollution.

PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY

PH to champion plastic pollution, biodiversity protection in ASEAN
By: Marita Moaje

Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) Secretary Raphael Lotilla vowed to
advance regional cooperation on marine plastic pollution, biodiversity protection, and climate
resilience in the upcoming ASEAN Community Vision 2045, which the Philippines will chair in
2026.

THE MANILA TIMES

New PhilRice–PhilSA project to make rice farming more climate-smart
By: Conrad M. Cariño

The Philippine Rice Research Institute (PhilRice) and the Philippine Space Agency (PhilSA)
have signed an agreement to operate an eddy covariance flux tower that will support rice
research and environmental monitoring.

https://mb.com.ph/2025/09/04/javi-benitez-fully-behind-pbbms-flood-control-project-crusade-says-climate-change-justice-a-must
https://mb.com.ph/2025/09/04/javi-benitez-fully-behind-pbbms-flood-control-project-crusade-says-climate-change-justice-a-must
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2104969/house-urged-to-support-climate-accountability-bill
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1258038
https://www.manilatimes.net/2025/09/04/business/agribusiness/new-philricephilsa-project-to-make-rice-farming-more-climate-smart/2178159
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Climate change, disinformation not US aid priorities in the Philippines
By: Cristina Chi

Climate change and counter-disinformation programs will not be priorities under the United
States' new approach to foreign assistance for the Philippines, a senior US diplomat confirmed
on Thursday, September 4.

CCC IN THE NEWS:

POLITIKO

U.K. Strengthens Climate, Nature Partnership With The Philippines
By: Roy C. Mabasa

The United Kingdom has reaffirmed its commitment to support the Philippines in addressing
climate change and conserving biodiversity, as part of a broader effort to deepen collaboration
on environmental innovation, sustainable finance, and climate-resilient food and ocean systems.

Information and Knowledge Management Division

https://www.philstar.com/headlines/climate-and-environment/2025/09/04/2470465/climate-change-disinformation-not-us-aid-priorities-philippines
https://politiko.com.ph/2025/09/04/u-k-strengthens-climate-nature-partnership-with-the-philippines/daily-feed/
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Weather that drove Iberian wildfires is 40 times more likely to recur due to climate
change, report says

The hot, dry and windy conditions this summer that fueled the worst wildfires in Spain for at
least three decades are 40 times more likely to recur due to human-caused climate change,
according to an analysis by World Weather Attribution.

World Weather Attribution is an international collaboration that has conducted over 110 studies
on the possible influence of climate change on extreme weather events.

Weather data analyzed by a group of 13 scientists found that the extreme conditions that drove
last month’s fires in the northwest of the Iberian peninsula, including Portugal, were likely to
recur every 15 years due to today’s climate.

The climate is 1.3 degrees Celsius (34.3 degrees Fahrenheit) warmer compared to pre-
industrial levels when such events would be expected to occur every 500 years.

Forest fires ravaged more than 1 million hectares of land in the European Union this summer,
with Spain and Portugal accounting for about two-thirds of that total.

The fires killed at least eight people, forced the evacuation of thousands and shut railway and
motorway traffic in several areas. They coincided with a 16-day heatwave that was the most
intense since records began.

“Extreme weather is becoming more frequent, but deaths and damage are preventable,” said
Theodore Keeping, a researcher at the Centre for Environmental Policy Imperial College
London.

“For wildfires, there’s an urgent need to control vegetation in rural areas, particularly land that
has been abandoned by farmers and shepherds,” he added. “Ultimately, though, the world
needs to stop burning oil, gas and coal.”

Heatwaves of similar intensity will occur every 13 years compared to every 2,500 years if there
was no man-made climate change, the study found.

The scientists analyzed the “Daily Severity Rating” (DSR), a metric that considers temperature,
humidity, wind speed and rain to estimate the potential intensity of a wildfire and how difficult it
will be to extinguish.

The study focused on the 10 most intense days of the DSR each year and the 10 hottest days
each summer in northwestern Spain and northern Portugal.

https://www.bworldonline.com/world/2025/09/04/695943/weather-that-drove-iberian-wildfires-is-40-times-more-likely-to-recur-due-to-climate-change-report-says/
https://www.bworldonline.com/world/2025/09/04/695943/weather-that-drove-iberian-wildfires-is-40-times-more-likely-to-recur-due-to-climate-change-report-says/
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From waste to waves: Phl pushes green agenda

Senator Loren Legarda is pushing for long-overdue recognition of some of the country’s most
overlooked frontliners — waste workers.

In the 20th Congress, Legarda refiled a bill seeking to establish a Magna Carta of Waste
Workers, a measure that would standardize their working conditions and acknowledge their role
in protecting both public health and the environment.Buy vitamins and supplements

“There is an inherent risk our waste workers face when it comes to properly collecting and
disposing of the tons of garbage we produce every day,” Legarda said. “Although hazardous,
many, if not most, face numerous challenges — low wages, lack of job security, and even
discrimination because of the work they do.”

Under her proposal, waste workers — whether formally employed by government or private
companies, or working informally as waste pickers — would receive GSIS or SSS coverage,
hazard pay, representation in local Solid Waste Management Boards, and free annual medical
exams. Employers would also be required to provide protective equipment, vaccinations and
preventive care like tetanus shots. The bill also guarantees access to comprehensive health
services, including hospitalization, dental and mental health care, while capping work hours at
eight a day with proper overtime and holiday pay.Buy vitamins and supplements

The Department of Labor and Employment (DoLE) would be tasked with ensuring fair and safe
working conditions, while the Department of Social Welfare and Development would handle
social protection.

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources would oversee compliance with the
Solid Waste Management Act, and TESDA would certify training programs to professionalize
the sector.

For Legarda, this is about finally giving waste workers the dignity they deserve. “The waste
management industry is an unheralded but vital aspect of our everyday lives,” she said. “Our
waste workers strive every day to prevent the spread of disease caused by decaying garbage.
With this bill, we are giving gratitude to those who have continued to work this noble
occupation.”

Legarda’s push for sustainability and environmental stewardship comes as the Philippines
deepens international cooperation on climate action.

During her visit to Manila, UK Special Representative for Nature Ruth Davis reaffirmed Britain’s
support for the Philippines in tackling climate change, biodiversity loss, and ocean degradation.

https://tribune.net.ph/2025/09/04/from-waste-to-waves-phl-pushes-green-agenda
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Davis met with Environment Secretary Raphael Lotilla, highlighting shared priorities on climate
finance, carbon markets, sustainable food systems and marine conservation.
A high-level forum on the blue economy and blue carbon underscored how healthy seas can
both fight climate change and create jobs in coastal communities. It also marked the launch of
the UK’s Climate and Ocean Adaptation and Sustainable Transition (COAST) Facility and
Innovation Grant Fund in the Philippines, under which local groups can apply for up to £500,000
to support projects on sustainable fisheries, aquaculture, and coastal protection.

“As fellow island nations, we understand that healthy seas are a foundation for prosperity — and
that climate change, overfishing, and pollution are not just environmental risks, but economic
and security risks,” Davis said.

Legarda welcomed the initiative, stressing urgency: “Partnerships like the UK’s COAST Facility
exemplify the solidarity we need — turning loans into sustainable livelihoods and grants into
lasting guardianship. We must pioneer debt-for-nature swaps and blue bonds that turn capital
into community-led revival.”
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Javi Benitez fully behind PBBM's flood control project crusade; says climate change
justice a must
By: Ellson Quismorio

Negros Occidental 3rd district Rep. Javier Miguel "javi" Benitez has reiterated his backing of
President Marcos' audit of questionable flood control projects even as Filipinos continue to
suffer from worsened flooding.

"I welcome President Marcos’ order to investigate P350 billion in flood control projects and, with
like-minded colleagues, demand from all concerned agencies full disclosure of all project details,
including names of contractors and politicians responsible for these multi-billion peso projects
funded by our taxpayers," Benitez said in a privilege speech Wednesday, Sept. 3.

Benitez stood in plenary just days after parts of the metropolis underwent another harrowing
episode of floods.

"Over the weekend, we experienced a "phenomenon"- five days' worth of rainfall fell in just one
hour: a hyperlocalized rainfall, primarily affecting Quezon City and Marikina City.

In that short time, these areas received a staggering 121 millimeters of rain, surpassing the
previous record for the highest rainfall in one hour during Typhoon Ondoy, which was 90
millimeters," he recalled.

"In certain areas, traffic came to a standstill as cars became trapped in the floodwaters, with
some even seen 'floating away'. Although there was no tropical depression, the Quezon City
Government reported that flooding affected 36 out of 142 barangays, prompting some families
to evacuate," noted the "House hotshots" member.

"As we all know, the Philippines is grappling with a major corruption scandal involving flood
control projects. Allegations of substandard work, incomplete projects, and outright 'ghost
projects' have sparked public outrage and the ire of no less than the President, who has vowed
accountability and launched investigations," he said.

Climate change justice

Amid the wave of public anger on anomalous and "ghost" flood control projects, Benitez said the
angle of climate change must not be set aside. He stressed that equal attention must be given
to prevention and preparedness measures before disasters occur.

"I have personally signed the call for transparency initiated by several local chief executives, as I
strongly believe in good governance, transparency, and accountability. And while I fully support

https://mb.com.ph/2025/09/04/javi-benitez-fully-behind-pbbms-flood-control-project-crusade-says-climate-change-justice-a-must
https://mb.com.ph/2025/09/04/javi-benitez-fully-behind-pbbms-flood-control-project-crusade-says-climate-change-justice-a-must
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the investigation into the corruption associated with flood control projects, I urge this honorable
body to consider broader issues," he said.

The neophyte solon highlighted the need to pursue climate justice in light of the unfair burden
faced by countries like the Philippines, which suffer from the severe impacts of climate change
despite contributing only about 0.5 percent of the world’s greenhouse gas emissions.

He pointed to major fossil fuel corporations commonly referred to as the Carbon Majors whose
long-standing activities have had significant effects on global warming, which in turn drives
climate change.

The congressman further urged the House to make the 20th Congress one for climate justice,
courageous in holding accountable those responsible, and fair in defending the people’s right to
a safe and sustainable environment.
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House urged to support climate accountability bill
By: Gabriel Pabico Lalu
Negros Occidental 3rd District Rep. Javi Benitez has urged his colleagues in the House of
Representatives to support a bill seeking to ensure climate accountability, stressing that
communities bear the brunt of climate change even though the Philippines contributes little to
global pollution.

In a privilege speech, Benitez said the proposed Climate Accountability (CLIMA) Act would
make protecting the country’s ecosystem not only an environmental concern, but also a human
rights obligation.

“As legislators, I urge all of you to support the passage of the Climate Accountability Act. This
measure recognizes that protecting the climate system is not only an environmental concern,
but a constitutional mandate, a human rights obligation, and a duty to future generations,” he
said.

“CLIMA establishes enforceable mechanisms for holding polluters accountable, compels carbon
majors to contribute their fair share, and provides vulnerable communities with access to
redress, reparations, and resilience resources. In doing so, it ensures that our fight against
climate change is not just aspirational, but legally grounded, transparent, and just,” he added.

According to Benitez, the Philippines contributes only less than 0.5 percent of global
greenhouse gas emissions but continues to “suffer disproportionately” due to negligence and
corrupt practices.

“As a representative of my district, and former local official, I stand with the Filipino people in
demanding truth, accountability, and justice regarding corruption in flood control and other
infrastructure projects, including reported collusion between officials and contractors,” he said.

“We’re asking our communities to innovate, to remain resilient,” he added. “Climate justice is
therefore social justice. It is our duty to ensure that the poorest and most vulnerable, who suffer
the greatest losses while contributing the least to the crisis, are not left behind.”

During this year’s wet season, several cyclones battered different parts of the country, triggering
floods and landslides of greater magnitude than in previous years.

What caught many by surprise, however, was the persistence of floods and landslides even
without a tropical cyclone inside the Philippine area of responsibility.

Over the weekend, widespread flooding hit many parts of Quezon City, including elevated areas
not typically prone to flooding.

https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2104969/house-urged-to-support-climate-accountability-bill
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A local government assessment cited outdated drainage systems as a contributing factor, while
the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration reported
that the Science Garden station in Quezon City received about 141 millimeters of rain —
equivalent to roughly seven days’ worth of rainfall.

Benitez said the recent crackdown on corruption, targeting flood control projects that were
substandard or nonexistent, will help address the issue.

“I welcome President [Ferdinand] Marcos Jr.’s order to investigate P350 billion in flood control
projects and, with like-minded colleagues, demand from all concerned agencies full disclosure
of all project details, including names of contractors and politicians responsible for these multi-
billion peso projects funded by our taxpayers,” he said.

However, the lawmaker said, targeting corrupt activities alone will not suffice; the country also
needs to hold major polluters accountable.

“I have personally signed the call for transparency initiated by several local chief executives, as I
strongly believe in good governance, transparency, and accountability. And while I fully support
the investigation into the corruption associated with flood control projects, I urge this honorable
body to consider broader issues,” he said.

“Corruption in flood-control projects and the decades of environmental destruction by fossil fuel
companies are not separate problems but interconnected injustices that cause the suffering of
Filipinos. Stolen public funds leave our communities exposed to floods, while fossil fuel
corporations continue to profit as the climate crisis worsens,” he added.

During the 19th Congress, lawmakers filed House Bill No. 9609, seeking to establish a legal
framework for holding parties accountable for climate change–induced catastrophes.

According to pro-environment group Greenpeace, the bill is the first of its kind in the world, as it
“opens up the possibility for corporate climate accountability to be recognized by a state, and
provides measures to call for reparations mechanisms.”

In July 2025, Greenpeace urged Marcos to make the largest contributors to the climate crisis
“pay their fair share.”

As part of their protest, the group placed creative banners and a cardboard cutout of Marcos
behind a podium in a flooded neighborhood in Cainta, Rizal.

The protest followed severe flooding across Metro Manila and many parts of Luzon and the
Visayas, caused by heavy rainfall from Severe Tropical Storm Crising, the southwest monsoon,
and a low-pressure area.
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PH to champion plastic pollution, biodiversity protection in ASEAN
By: Marita Moaje

Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) Secretary Raphael Lotilla vowed to
advance regional cooperation on marine plastic pollution, biodiversity protection, and climate
resilience in the upcoming ASEAN Community Vision 2045, which the Philippines will chair in
2026.

In an interview with Bernama Radio in Malaysia on Thursday, on the sidelines of the 18th
ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on the Environment, Lotilla called the Philippines an “enabler,”
driving for inclusivity and science-based actions to address transboundary and common
regional environmental concerns.

He said the Philippines would also urge ASEAN member-states to act collectively in addressing
climate and plastic pollution issues.

“Next year, the Philippines is going to chair the ASEAN Community Vision 2045. So, these are
important elements that we want to be able to bring together. As you know, ASEAN is, while it is
among the fastest-growing regions in the world, at the same time it faces enormous risks,
particularly brought about by climate change,” he said.

Lotilla explained that the resiliency of each country would be reinforced if there is a regional
approach in addressing environmental challenges.

“This opportunity, in the case of the Philippines, to build upon the strengths that Malaysia has
laid down as chair, as the current chair of ASEAN, so that we can arrive at a better
implementation of the action plans that have been laid out,” he added.

Lotilla highlighted the Philippines’ priorities for its ASEAN chairmanship in 2026, including the
post-2025 ASEAN Environment Plan and stronger implementation of regional action plans,
which Malaysia initiated as the current chair.

Being an archipelagic country, the Philippines, together with Indonesia and Malaysia, would
focus on protecting the ASEAN seas from plastic pollution, he said.

Lotilla said plastics are a major concern worldwide.

He thus noted that the challenge is not only in addressing them through forward-looking
measures, but also realizing that they were accumulated in the past.

“We have a duty, not only to our people but also to the global community to preserve biological
resources for future generations,” he added.

https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1258038
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New PhilRice–PhilSA project to make rice farming more climate-smart
By: Conrad M. Cariño

The Philippine Rice Research Institute (PhilRice) and the Philippine Space Agency (PhilSA)
have signed an agreement to operate an eddy covariance flux tower that will support rice
research and environmental monitoring.

The tower, erected at the PhilRice headquarters in Nueva Ecija, can collect data on greenhouse
gases (GHG) such as carbon dioxide and methane, and monitor energy and water vapor
exchanged between rice fields and the atmosphere.

The five-year partnership includes joint research, training, and capacity-building activities to
strengthen the long-term operation and use of the flux tower.

Tracking the gases released during rice farming will help researchers better understand how
rice production affects the environment to reduce GHG emissions.

“This gives us a more accurate way to monitor GHG emissions from rice fields. I believe this
makes us one of the most high-tech institutions in the country,” said Dr. Eduardo Jimmy Quilang,
PhilRice deputy executive director for research.

The collaboration will integrate satellite-derived and on-ground data to support decision-making
in rice production, GHG monitoring, and long-term environmental research.

Meanwhile, the institute’s satellite-based rice monitoring system, Philippine Rice Information
System (PRiSM), will utilize the gathered data to support the development of climate-smart
farming practices that benefit farmers, researchers, policymakers, and climate experts by
enabling better decisions, policies, and solutions for sustainable agriculture. PhilSA will then use
the data to improve the accuracy of satellite images, making space-based monitoring of farms
and natural resources more reliable.

“We’re doing this to make rice farming part of the solution to climate change — not just a source
of food, but also a model for sustainable and climate-resilient agriculture,” said Elmer Alosnos,
PhilRice researcher and project leader.

Space-based collaboration

Under the agreement, PhilSA will lead the installation, calibration, and data processing of the
flux tower. It will also conduct research that combines satellite and ground-based data to better
understand how rice ecosystems interact with the environment.

https://www.manilatimes.net/2025/09/04/business/agribusiness/new-philricephilsa-project-to-make-rice-farming-more-climate-smart/2178159
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Climate change, disinformation not US aid priorities in the Philippines
By: Cristina Chi

Climate change and counter-disinformation programs will not be priorities under the United
States' new approach to foreign assistance for the Philippines, a senior US diplomat confirmed
on Thursday, September 4.

Jonathan Fritz, principal deputy assistant secretary for East Asian and Pacific affairs at the US
State Department, said the Trump administration has adopted a different approach to these
issues compared to previous administrations.

"Climate change per se is something that this administration is taking a different approach to
than the previous administration," Fritz told reporters during a roundtable at the US Embassy in
Manila.

Fritz confirmed that counter-disinformation programming is also not among Washington's
current aid priorities in the Philippines.

"I don't know that we're doing much assistance funding in that particular space," he said when
asked about media resilience programs. "That is not really one of our key focus areas for foreign
assistance here in the Philippines."

Trump administration dissolved the United States Agency for International Development (USAID)
in July and folded its functions into the State Department, cutting thousands of projects
worldwide, including programs focused on democracy and civil society.

Before that, Trump had ordered a sweeping freeze on all its foreign assistance programs in
January as part of a 90-day review and realignment of projects.

The freeze had affected dozens of projects in the Philippines, and available data showed that a
large chunk of USAID funding in the country went to environmental protection programs.

Under the new aid program under Trump, Fritz said some climate-related activities continue
through different programs.

He said $24 million of the $63 million in fresh aid pledged to the Philippines will target the
resilience of its energy sector, including renewable and nuclear sources “less vulnerable to
supply disruptions.”

Washington is also funding disaster preparedness programs such as pre-positioning relief
supplies in typhoon-prone provinces.

https://www.philstar.com/headlines/climate-and-environment/2025/09/04/2470465/climate-change-disinformation-not-us-aid-priorities-philippines
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For countering disinformation, Fritz explained the US relies on the work of its foreign missions
rather than dedicated aid programs.

"Other parts of our mission here in the Philippines and around the world, our public affairs
sections in particular, track disinformation," the senior US diplomat said.

"But it is not necessarily a focus of our foreign assistance, at least in this current round," he
added.

Instead, the US has prioritized three main areas for its restructured aid to the Philippines:
energy sector resilience, combating illegal fishing in Philippine waters, and promoting private
sector development through the Luzon Economic Corridor.

Health and humanitarian assistance also remain key priorities, Fritz said.
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U.K. Strengthens Climate, Nature Partnership With The Philippines
By: Roy C. Mabasa

The United Kingdom has reaffirmed its commitment to support the Philippines in addressing
climate change and conserving biodiversity, as part of a broader effort to deepen collaboration
on environmental innovation, sustainable finance, and climate-resilient food and ocean systems.

Ruth Davis, the U.K.’s Special Representative for Nature, met with Philippine Environment
Secretary Raphael Lotilla during a recent visit to Manila, underscoring shared priorities such as
mobilizing climate finance, advancing carbon markets, protecting marine ecosystems, and
securing critical minerals essential to the green transition.

Both countries also emphasized the importance of regional and multilateral cooperation—
particularly as the Philippines prepares to assume the chairmanship of the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) in 2026.

“By working together, we can scale solutions that safeguard nature while also driving economic
resilience,” Davis said.

Her visit coincided with a high-level forum on the blue economy and blue carbon, where
stakeholders discussed the economic and environmental potential of marine ecosystems to
combat climate change and support coastal livelihoods.

The forum also marked the official launch of the U.K.’s Climate and Ocean Adaptation and
Sustainable Transition (COAST) Facility and Innovation Grant Fund in the Philippines.

Backed by the U.K.’s Blue Planet Fund, COAST Philippines will provide grants of up to
£500,000 to local organizations implementing projects focused on sustainable fisheries, blue
finance, aquaculture, and coastal nature-based solutions.

“Our history, culture, and economy are bound to the ocean,” Davis said. “As fellow island
nations, we understand that healthy seas are a foundation for prosperity, and that climate
change, overfishing, and pollution are not just environmental risks, but economic and security
risks.”

Philippine Climate Change Commission Secretary Robert Borje emphasized the central role of
communities in the design and execution of climate initiatives.

https://politiko.com.ph/2025/09/04/u-k-strengthens-climate-nature-partnership-with-the-philippines/daily-feed/
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“We will ensure that these projects are co-developed with the communities who depend on
these resources—the fisherfolk, the Indigenous peoples, and the local leaders. Their knowledge
is irreplaceable, and their empowerment is the true measure of our success,” Borje said.

In meetings with officials from the Asian Development Bank, United Nations Development
Programme, and Food and Agriculture Organization, Davis reiterated the U.K.’s commitment to
nature-based solutions, resilient agri-food systems, and just rural transitions. Discussions also
focused on enhancing access to climate and nature finance to accelerate progress toward the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

Davis later visited several leading research institutions in Los Baños, including the ASEAN
Centre for Biodiversity, the International Rice Research Institute, the University of the
Philippines Los Baños, PhilRice, and other partners from the science and innovation sector. She
highlighted the U.K.’s support for translating regional scientific expertise into actionable global
climate solutions.

The visit comes as the U.K. intensifies its climate diplomacy and development partnerships
across Southeast Asia, with a focus on innovation, sustainability, and inclusive economic growth.
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