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Climate change, thunderstorms: No direct link yet

How can the Philippines turn nickel mines green again?

Carbon capture set to be less useful in tackling climate change, scientists warn
Pope Leo, in climate push, to open Vatican-run ecological training center
Tropical depression Kiko exits PAR; ‘habagat’ to affect parts of PH

Tuna industry told to brace for climate, labor challenges

CCC IN THE NEWS:

e UK envoy launches £500,000 grant fund for Philippine climate, ocean projects
e UK Nature Envoy visits Philippines to boost climate partnership
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Climate change, thunderstorms: No direct link yet
By: Bless Aubrey Ogerio

The coeuntry can expect stronger tropical cyclones as global warming intensifies, but the link
between climate change and recent severe thunderstorms has yet to be established, the state
weather bureau said.

ECO BUSINESS

How can the Philippines turn nickel mines green again?

The Philippines is a global leader in nickel mining - crucial if the world is ever to switch to clean
energy - but it's an industry that comes with a heavy environmental cost.

FINANCIAL TIMES

Carbon capture set to be less useful in tackling climate change, scientists warn
By: Kenza Bryan and Steven Bernard

Far less carbon dioxide can be safely stored underground than previously thought, scientists
have said, highlighting the risks of relying on a technology that is undeveloped at the scale
needed to meet global climate goals.


https://businessmirror.com.ph/2025/09/03/climate-change-thunderstorms-no-direct-link-yet/
https://www.eco-business.com/news/how-can-the-philippines-turn-nickel-mines-green-again/
https://www.ft.com/content/7ace8a5a-7af3-4160-8e2a-ad028e846e11

GMA NEWS

Pope Leo, in climate push, to open Vatican-run ecological training center
By: Joshue Mcelwee

Pope Leo will open a new Vatican-run ecological training center in the Italian countryside on
Friday, in an initiative Catholic officials say is meant to encourage world leaders to address
global climate change.

PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER

Tropical depression Kiko exits PAR; ‘habagat’ to affect parts of PH
By: Keith Clores

Tropical Depression Kiko exited the Philippine area of responsibility (PAR) Wednesday
afternoon, according to the state weather bureau.

THE PHILIPPINE STAR

Tuna industry told to brace for climate, labor challenges
By: Alden Monzon

Despite double-digit growth in production and exports last year, the Philippine tuna industry
should brace for mounting pressures from climate change, labor concerns and global
sustainability rules.

CCC IN THE NEWS:
DAILY TRIBUNE

UK envoy launches £500,000 grant fund for Philippine climate, ocean projects

The United Kingdom has reaffirmed its support for the Philippines in addressing climate change
and protecting biodiversity, with UK Special Representative for Nature Ruth Davis leading talks
and launching new initiatives during her visit this week.

UK GOV

UK Nature Envoy visits Philippines to boost climate partnership

UK Special Representative for Nature, Ruth Davis, reaffirmed support to the Philippines on
climate and nature, and strengthened partnership around nature finance, innovation, adaptive
and resilient food systems, oceans, and biodiversity.
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Climate change, thunderstorms: No direct link yet
By: Bless Aubrey Ogerio

The coeuntry can expect stronger tropical cyclones as global warming intensifies, but the link
between climate change and recent severe thunderstorms has yet to be established, the state
weather bureau said.

The Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration (Pagasa)
on Tuesday explained that thunderstorms of varying severity are common in the Philippines due
to its geographic location and convective activity.

“We could expect stronger tropical cyclones because of global warming, but there is still no
direct relationship between climate change and thunderstorm activities,” said Rosalie Pagulayan,
Pagasa senior weather specialist and hydrologist, partly in Filipino, in a media forum.

She noted that the recent heavy downpour in Quezon City, for instance, was consistent with
localized convective processes—when warm air rises and cool air sinks—rather than a broader
climate change effect.

On August 30, a severe thunderstorm dumped an unprecedented amount of rain in Quezon City,
overwhelming the drainage system and causing flooding in multiple barangays.

With such cases, Pagulayan added that Pagasa has been investing in radar stations, hazard
mapping and regional service divisions to improve monitoring and issue more localized
warnings.

“These are what we use as a basis for issuing thunderstorm warnings and rainfall warnings,”
she said.

The regional offices, she said, allow quicker coordination with local government units and
disaster risk reduction offices, especially in areas outside Metro Manila.

Pagulayan also acknowledged that short-lived but high-intensity storms will continue to pose
risks. “Unfortunately, we can also expect short-lived but very intense thunderstorms...that is
why this should be the center of our preparedness,” she said.

Pagasa records showed that thunderstorm advisories had been issued ahead of last weekend’s
rains, but dissemination gaps may have contributed to the perception of a lack of warnings.

“‘Maganda rin na banggitin na ang pagbaha po sa [t is also worth noting that the flooding in]
Metro Manila is really a confluence of so many things—we are not only looking at the
meteorological condition, but also iyong landscape changes,” Pagulayan said.


https://businessmirror.com.ph/2025/09/03/climate-change-thunderstorms-no-direct-link-yet/

Asked how the public and local governments can help reduce the impact of worsening weather
events, Pagasa said that disaster management is everyone’s concern, in which everyone has to
do their share.

“‘Number one is to be vigilant, listen, and understand the information that Pagasa issues. And, of
course, our canals—if there is a lot of garbage or sediments, that makes flooding worse. So let’s
just keep it clean,” Pagulayan said.

The state weather bureau also urged Filipinos to monitor official weather bulletins.

As of Wednesday morning, Tropical Depression Kiko was moving northward toward southern
Japan and was expected to exit the Philippine area of responsibility by afternoon.
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How can the Philippines turn nickel mines green again?

The Philippines is a global leader in nickel mining - crucial if the world is ever to switch to clean
energy - but it's an industry that comes with a heavy environmental cost.

Scientists say extracting minerals poses a grave threat to vast swathes of forests and the
Filipinos who depend on them, raising questions about the land’s long-term survival and how to
restore all the felled trees.

What is the state of Philippine mining right now?

About 700,000 hectares - or 2.5 per cent - of the Philippines is covered by mining tenements,
according to data from the Mines and Geosciences Bureau, the government agency responsible
for managing the country’s mineral resources.

Across the country, 9 million hectares of land have high mineral potential, government data
shows.

The Philippines is the world’s second-largest producer of nickel, which is a key component in
the clean energy transition used in the batteries of electric vehicles and wind turbines.

Nickel is mined by open-pit methods that remove nutrient-rich topsoil and vegetation, a process
that environmentalists say affects the soil’s fertility and disrupts ecosystems.

In the Philippines, mining firms can operate for a quarter of a century then contracts can be
renewed for another 25 years.

Environmentalists fear such a long lifespan can cause irreversible damage, such as habitat
destruction, as well as water and soil contamination.

What about restoring all these mined-out areas?
Philippine laws require mining companies to restore closed or depleted mining areas through
reforestation and rehabilitation.

The government has identified 21 mined-out areas for rehabilitation under its greening
programme, including former mining sites in the provinces of Surigao, Cebu and Palawan.

Companies are responsible for mine rehabilitation throughout the entire mining life cycle, be it
improving soil quality, planting native species or maintaining the restored site.

The Greening Mined-out Areas in the Philippines programme aims to restore damaged areas by
2033 via bioremediation, which uses plants or microbes to help clean contaminated soil, reduce
heavy metal contamination and improve soil quality.


https://www.eco-business.com/news/how-can-the-philippines-turn-nickel-mines-green-again/

Government researchers say it is possible to rehabilitate all mined-out areas through
bioremediation, but there are at least 27 abandoned and inactive mines that remain
unrehabilitated, according to government data.

So will the mined-out areas ever become green again?
The Philippines has begun replanting trees in some of the mined-out areas, hoping to mitigate
the worst of the damage.

Mining often leads to biodiversity loss, soil degradation, pollution and the destruction of water
systems - problems that scientists say cannot be solved by planting trees alone.

Soil needs about a decade to restore after deforestation and it takes 25 years for a forest to get
back to normal, according to EOS Data Analytics, an expert in agriculture and forestry.

State-supported researchers are now banking on soil micro-organisms to help bring mined
areas back to life.

Researchers said the method could work in any site “irrespective of the kind of heavy metals
present.”.

However, intense rainfall and frequent typhoons in tropical countries such as the Philippines can
flood contaminated sites and rob them of oxygen, which can stop the microbes working.
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Carbon capture set to be less useful in tackling climate change, scientists warn
By: Kenza Bryan and Steven Bernard

Far less carbon dioxide can be safely stored underground than previously thought, scientists
have said, highlighting the risks of relying on a technology that is undeveloped at the scale
needed to meet global climate goals.

Researchers from Imperial College London and others said in a peer-reviewed paper published
in the journal Nature on Wednesday that the greenhouse gas was at risk of leaking back into the
atmosphere after it has been injected underground.

The risk of earthquakes, engineering failures or territorial disputes meant that less than 1,500
gigatonnes could be safely stored, they found, compared with previous estimates of up to
40,000 GT.

Based on the median of scenarios analysed by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change,
the world’s leading climate science body, limiting global warming to 1.5C above preindustrial
levels as laid out in the 2015 Paris agreement would mean sequestering 8.7 GT of CO. annually.

The level of storage required would ultimately go well beyond the safe limit laid out by the
scientists, depending on the pace at which the technology is deployed.

Carbon storage should be seen as a “scarce resource” rather than “an unlimited solution to
bring our climate back to a safe level”, said Joeri Rogelj, one of the study authors and director of
research at Imperial’s Grantham Institute, who was one of the lead authors on the IPCC special
report on 1.5C of warming.

Policymakers should plan to use carbon storage to limit the effects of global warming, not let it
be “wasted on offsetting ongoing and avoidable CO- pollution” from fossil electricity production
or outdated combustion engines, he added.

National climate plans that seek to achieve “net zero” emissions within 25 years, including in the
UK and US, rely to varying degrees on the removal of CO. from the atmosphere and storing it
underground.

Strategies also include natural processes, such as reforestation or improved soil health, but
these solutions store CO: less durably.

Big polluters including Microsoft and Amazon are among those which invested in technology-
based carbon removal projects that suck CO. from the air or capture it when biomass or fossil
fuels are burned for power, or from industrial processes.


https://www.ft.com/content/7ace8a5a-7af3-4160-8e2a-ad028e846e11

As these projects typically need to store the CO. underground once it has been captured, the
industry’s potential for scale is limited by issues of cost, engineering, the availability of
geologically stable land, and unintended consequences such as the pollution of groundwater
from carbonic acid.

Tom Kettlety, a research fellow at the University of Oxford, said that credible industry players
were already aware and transparent about these constraints. The Nature work’s results “still
support — even with their pessimistic assumptions — that there are many decades worth of
storage resources that can be used to get to net zero”.

Once removed from the atmosphere, CO: is typically stored underground in depleted oil and
gasfields or in naturally-occurring rock formations. Russia, the US, China, Brazil, Saudi Arabia
and Australia all had large areas of potential safe storage, the paper said.

To minimise leakage, the paper recommended injecting the CO. between 1km and 2.5km
underground, or at ocean depths of no more than 300 metres, and in areas of low seismic
activity away from water reservoirs, environmentally protected areas or contested areas.

The technology remains at an early stage, with just 600,000 tonnes of CO. stored underground
every year, according to a report led by Oxford’s Smith School of Enterprise and the
Environment.

Ben Caldecott, director of the Oxford Sustainable Finance Group, said the Nature estimates
about storage capacity were still too optimistic because they did not factor economic constraints
in. “Only a fraction of that estimated will be accessible at a price society will be willing to pay.”



GMA NEWS

Pope Leo, in climate push, to open Vatican-run ecological training center
By: Joshue Mcelwee

Pope Leo will open a new Vatican-run ecological training center in the Italian countryside on
Friday, in an initiative Catholic officials say is meant to encourage world leaders to address
global climate change.

The center, located across 55 hectares (136 acres) on the sprawling grounds of a Renaissance-
era papal villa in Castel Gandolfo, includes gardens, vocational training facilities, and
educational opportunities for local children.

Rev. Manuel Dorantes, a US priest directing the center, said the Vatican wants to set an
example for how countries should pursue environmental initiatives.

"If we, the smallest city-state in the world, can do this, what is the potential for other states that
are bigger than us?" he said. "Our world can be different if we work together."

The ecological project, named the "Borgo Laudato Si," was first announced in 2023 by the late
Pope Francis, who was a firm proponent of environmental care. The center's large surface area
represents about 55 percent of the Vatican's total landholdings, according to officials.

The center is named after a major 2015 document by Francis, which was the first papal text to
embrace the scientific consensus about climate change and urged nations to reduce their
carbon emissions.

Leo, the first US pope, has also emphasized the Church's environmental teachings. In July, the
new pontiff approved a first-of-its-kind rite allowing priests to celebrate Masses that exhort
Catholics to exercise care for the Earth.

Castel Gandolfo is about an hour's drive southeast of Rome on the shores of Lake Albano. A
place where popes have spent summer vacations for centuries, the new center is attached to
the building where Leo took his holidays earlier this year.

At the heart of the new institute is a greenhouse built in a curved shape to imitate the colonnade
in St. Peter's Square at the Vatican.

Officials say visiting groups will be able to learn about organic farming in the greenhouse, or
take classes in an adjacent 10-room educational facility.

Tourists, who can book a visit, will also be able to buy local agricultural products, including wine

grown from vineyards on the Vatican grounds, organic olive oil, and cheese made from 60 cows
living on the site.
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Tropical depression Kiko exits PAR; ‘habagat’ to affect parts of PH
By: Keith Clores

Tropical Depression Kiko exited the Philippine area of responsibility (PAR) Wednesday
afternoon, according to the state weather bureau.

The Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration (Pagasa),
in its Wednesday afternoon update, reported that as of 4 p.m., Kiko was tracked 1,115
kilometers east-northeast of extreme northern Luzon, with maximum sustained winds of 55
kilometers per hour (kph), and gusts of up to 70 kph.

Kiko, Pagasa added, accelerated out of the PAR, moving north-northwestward towards Japan at
30 kph, double its earlier speed.

The tropical depression is also expected to intensify into a tropical storm either Wednesday
night or Thursday morning, but the country will remain unaffected, Pagasa said.

The southwest monsoon, or “habagat, ” however, is expected to trigger rain in Luzon and the
western section of Visayas, according to the state weather bureau.

Pagasa warned of “scattered rains and thunderstorms” in the llocos region, Cordillera
Administrative Region, Batanes, Babuyan Islands, Cagayan, Isabela, Zambales, and Bataan.

The southwest monsoon will also cause “isolated rain showers or thunderstorms” in Metro
Manila, the rest of Luzon and Western Visayas, Pagasa added.

A severe flood advisory was issued for the Cordillera Administrative Region, while a moderate
flood advisory was issued for Cagayan Valley, Central Luzon, Calabarzon, and llocos Region.
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THE PHILIPPINE STAR

Tuna industry told to brace for climate, labor challenges
By: Alden Monzon

Despite double-digit growth in production and exports last year, the Philippine tuna industry
should brace for mounting pressures from climate change, labor concerns and global
sustainability rules.

Speaking at the 25th National Tuna Congress yesterday, Agriculture Secretary Francisco Tiu
Laurel Jr. said the sector’s strong performance in 2024 should not lead to complacency.

“Our tuna carries the Filipino brand of quality and integrity,” Tiu Laurel said.
“But like the oceans we rely on, the industry now faces turbulent waters: climate change, global
sustainability mandates, labor issues and the persistent threat of (illegal, unreported,

unregulated) fishing,” he added.

Data from the Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) show tuna production climbed by 20.56
percent to 494,047 metric tons (MT) from 409,797 MT a year earlier.

Exports likewise rose by 31 percent to $514.47 million, driven by stronger demand from
traditional markets in the United States and the European Union.

Tiu Laurel pointed out that warming seas and changing migration patterns threaten to shrink
tuna stocks, while stricter sustainability certifications are increasingly required by importing
countries.

He also cited labor concerns, noting that international scrutiny over working conditions aboard
fishing vessels could affect market access if not addressed.

“For 25 years, this congress has been the heartbeat of collaboration in the tuna sector,” Tiu

Laurel said.

“‘But as we look ahead, the mission is clear: we either act together, or risk drifting apart,” he
added.

He urged tuna producers, processors, and regulators to strengthen collaboration, adopt science
-based management of stocks, and invest in traceability systems.

At the same time, he highlighted the need to provide stronger support for fisherfolk, whom he
described as “not just workers; they are protectors of our marine future.”

He added that while the government remains committed to supporting the industry, greater
responsibility lies with stakeholders to adapt to shifting global standards.
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https://www.philstar.com/business/2025/09/04/2470243/tuna-industry-told-brace-climate-labor-challenges

General Santos City, dubbed the “tuna capital of the Philippines,” continues to anchor the
industry, hosting six of the country’s seven tuna canneries and generating thousands of jobs
across fishing, processing and logistics.

But with stiffer competition from neighbors like Indonesia and Papua New Guinea, the country
faces growing pressure to improve efficiency and meet higher sustainability standards.
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DAILY TRIBUNE

UK envoy launches £500,000 grant fund for Philippine climate, ocean projects

The United Kingdom has reaffirmed its support for the Philippines in addressing climate change
and protecting biodiversity, with UK Special Representative for Nature Ruth Davis leading talks
and launching new initiatives during her visit this week.

Davis met with Environment Secretary Raphael Lotilla to strengthen cooperation on climate
adaptation, nature finance, carbon markets, critical minerals, ocean conservation, and the blue
economy. She also pledged continued UK support when the Philippines assumes the ASEAN
chairmanship in 2026.

Blue economy forum and new UK funding facility

At a high-level forum on the blue economy and blue carbon, Davis highlighted the role of coastal
ecosystems in driving climate action while supporting sustainable livelihoods.

The forum also marked the launch of the UK’s Climate and Ocean Adaptation and Sustainable
Transition (COAST) Facility and Innovation Grant Fund in the Philippines, part of the UK’s Blue
Planet Fund. First announced in April 2025, the program will provide local organizations with
grants of up to £500,000 for projects in sustainable fisheries, aquaculture, blue finance, and
nature-based coastal solutions.

“Our history, culture, and economy are bound to the ocean. As fellow island nations, we
understand that healthy seas are a foundation for prosperity, and that climate change,
overfishing, and pollution are not just environmental risks, but economic and security risks,”
Davis said.

Philippine leaders stress urgency, community role

Senator Loren Legarda welcomed the UK’s COAST Facility, calling it a model of international
solidarity. “Urgency must guide our response. Partnerships like the UK's COAST Facility
exemplify the solidarity we need, turning loans into sustainable livelihoods and grants into
lasting guardianship. We must pioneer debt-for-nature swaps and blue bonds that turn capital
into community-led revival,” she said.

Climate Change Commission Secretary Robert Borje emphasized the importance of local
participation. “We will ensure that these projects are co-developed with the communities who
depend on these resources — the fisherfolk, the indigenous peoples, and the local leaders. Their
knowledge is irreplaceable, and their empowerment is the true measure of our success,” Borje
said.

Partnerships with global and local institutions

Davis also met with officials from the Asian Development Bank, United Nations Development
Programme, and Food and Agriculture Organisation to explore ways to expand nature-based
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solutions, strengthen agri-food systems, and mobilize climate finance to achieve the Sustainable
Development Goals.

In Los Bafios, she held discussions with Philippine and regional research institutions including
the ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity, International Rice Research Institute, University of the
Philippines Los Banos, PhilRice, Southeast Asia Regional Centre for Agriculture, and the
Department of Science and Technology. Davis stressed the UK’'s commitment to turning local
and regional scientific expertise into global action.
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UK Nature Envoy visits Philippines to boost climate partnership

UK Special Representative for Nature, Ruth Davis, reaffirmed support to the Philippines on
climate and nature, and strengthened partnership around nature finance, innovation, adaptive
and resilient food systems, oceans, and biodiversity.

During her visit, Davis met with Philippine Environment Secretary Raphael Lotilla, which
underscored the UK and the Philippines’ shared commitment to protecting nature. By working
together, the two countries aim to strengthen partnerships on mobilising finance, climate
adaptation, carbon markets, critical minerals, ocean conservation, and the blue economy. Both
sides acknowledged the importance of multilateral and regional cooperation to protect nature.
Davis committed to continue working with the Philippines during its chairmanship of ASEAN in
2026 to help deliver such outcomes.

A high-level forum on blue economy and blue carbon showcased the transformative potential of
blue ecosystems to drive climate action while supporting economic growth in coastal
communities.

The event also marked the launch of the UK’s Climate and Ocean Adaptation and Sustainable
Transition (COAST) Facility and Innovation Grant Fund in the Philippines. A component of the
UK’s Blue Planet Fund, COAST Philippines was first announced by the Foreign Secretary in
April 2025. Through this initiative, local organisations are invited to apply for grants up to
£500,000 to support innovative projects that advance sustainable fisheries and aquaculture,
innovative blue finance, and nature-based coastal solutions.

UK Special Representative for Nature, Ruth Davis noted:

Our history, culture, and economy are bound to the ocean. As fellow island nations, we
understand that healthy seas are a foundation for prosperity, and that climate change,
overfishing, and pollution are not just environmental risks, but economic and security risks.

Philippine Senator Loren Legarda said:

Urgency must guide our response. Partnerships like the UK's COAST Facility exemplify the
solidarity we need, turning loans into sustainable livelihoods and grants into lasting
guardianship. We must pioneer debt-for-nature swaps and blue bonds that turn capital into
community-led revival.

Philippine Climate Change Commission Secretary Robert Borje remarked:
We will ensure that these projects are co-developed with the communities who depend on these
resources — the fisherfolk, the indigenous peoples, and the local leaders. Their knowledge is
irreplaceable, and their empowerment is the true measure of our success.
During discussions with the Asian Development Bank, United Nations Development

Programme, and Food and Agriculture Organisation, Davis reinforced the UK’'s commitment to
nature-based solutions, building resilient agri-food systems, supporting just rural transition, and
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explored how to better leverage nature and climate finance to deliver the Sustainable
Development Goals.

Davis also met with leading scientific and research institutions from Los Banos, including the
ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity, International Rice Research Institute, University of the
Philippines Los Bafios, Southeast Asia Regional Centre for Agriculture, PhilRice, Philippine
Department of Science and Technology, and the DENR-Ecosystems Research and
Development Bureau and Straw Innovation. Davis underscored the UK’s commitment to turning
world class Philippine and regional scientific expertise into global action.

For further details on COAST Facility Innovation Grant Fund, visit Making waves for people and
the planet by COAST Facility.
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