NEWS ROUNDUP
03 SEP 2025 [08:00 am]

Legarda urges Filipinos to turn green laws into daily action

Cleansing a nation amid a deluge of graft and rain

The World Wanted a Plastics Pollution Treaty, but the U.S. Had Other Plans
Legarda calls on Filipinos to turn environmental laws into action

DILG, German agency to boost climate-resilient urban development
[Opinion] When Climate Change Blurs Borders

CCC IN THE NEWS:

e Private investments vital to plug the Philippines US$72 billion climate finance gap

DAILY TRIBUNE

Legarda urges Filipinos to turn green laws into daily action

Senator Loren Legarda has called on Filipinos to transform environmental policies into everyday
practices, as the country marks National Clean-up Month this September under Proclamation
No. 244 (1993) and Presidential Proclamation No. 470 (2003), which also designates every third
Saturday of September as International Coastal Clean-up (ICC) Day.

MANILA BULLETIN

[Opinion] Cleansing a nation amid a deluge of graft and rain

The decision of newly appointed Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH) Secretary
Vince Dizon to demand the courtesy resignation of all ranking officials in his department is a
bold, long-overdue move—and one the public should applaud. For too long, the DPWH has
been tainted with patronage, inefficiency, and corruption.

FOREIGN POLICY

The World Wanted a Plastics Pollution Treaty, but the U.S. Had Other Plans

In Geneva earlier this month, the world tried for a sixth time to negotiate a plastics treaty, and
for a sixth time, it failed. Without a binding international framework, the production and
consumption of plastics and associated waste generation and pollution are set to continue rising.
This will exacerbate risks to human health, biodiversity, and ecosystems worldwide.
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Legarda calls on Filipinos to turn environmental laws into action
By: Jan Escosio

Senator Loren Legarda urged the public to translate environmental policies into tangible
community action as the country observes National Clean-up Month this September.

PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER

DILG, German agency to boost climate-resilient urban development

The Department of the Interior and Local Government (DILG) announced that it signed a
memorandum of understanding with a German development agency to boost climate-resilient
urban development in the Philippines.

THE NEW YORK TIMES

[Opinion] When Climate Change Blurs Borders
By: Peter Schwartzstein

In recent years, Greek soldiers on patrol along the Evros River have found themselves at times
unsure of which country they were in. Sometimes extreme rain swells the river, which forms
most of the Greece-Turkey land border, enough to obscure telltale markers. On other occasions
drought reduces it in places to a patchwork of stagnant puddles, with little discernible water
separating the two sides. On other occasions, thick smoke from nearby wildfires has covered
the river, also known as the Meri¢ or the Maritsa, in an all-concealing haze.

CCC IN THE NEWS:

ECO BUSINESS

Private investments vital to plug the Philippines US$72 billion climate finance gap

The Philippines will require new and clear strategies to mobilise private sector investment to
meet the multi-billion-dollar cost of its nationally determined contributions (NDCs), said leading
decision-makers at the Unlocking capital for sustainability conference in Manila.
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Legarda urges Filipinos to turn green laws into daily action

Senator Loren Legarda has called on Filipinos to transform environmental policies into everyday
practices, as the country marks National Clean-up Month this September under Proclamation
No. 244 (1993) and Presidential Proclamation No. 470 (2003), which also designates every third
Saturday of September as International Coastal Clean-up (ICC) Day.

“As the principal author and principal sponsor of the Climate Change Act of 2009 (RA 9729),
and author and principal sponsor of the Ecological Solid Waste Management Act of 2000 (RA
9003), | have seen that laws only bring real change when people embrace them,” Legarda said.

“This September, let us rise to the challenge. Protecting our environment demands more than
compliance; it requires unity, urgency, and daily commitment. Let us turn this moment into a
movement toward a cleaner and more resilient Philippines,” she added.

Citing Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) data, Legarda noted that the
Philippines produces about 61,000 metric tons of solid waste daily, with plastics making up 12 to
24 percent. Each Filipino consumes an average of 20 kilograms of plastic annually, with 15.4
kilograms ending up as waste. The country contributes roughly 36 percent of global ocean
plastic pollution, making it the world’s top source of marine waste. She also highlighted that last
year’'s ICC collected more than 352,000 kilograms of trash from 250 sites in a single day.

“These numbers are visible scars,” Legarda warned. "Flooding and mass displacement are no
longer isolated events; these are symptoms of clogged waterways, deforested uplands, and
years of poor waste management. The effects of pollution and climate change are not distant
threats; they are happening in the present and are costing Filipino lives.”

Legarda pointed to pending measures in the 20th Congress aimed at strengthening
environmental protection and enforcement. These include Senate Bill No. 1250, which seeks to
establish an Environmental Protection and Enforcement Bureau (EPEB) under the DENR, and
Senate Bill No. 1251, or the Philippine Environmental Assessment System Act, which proposes
three mechanisms—Strategic Environmental Assessment, Environmental Impact Assessment,
and Health Impact Assessment—to align governance with sustainability and health
standards.Buy vitamins and supplements

“Legislation alone won’t solve our environmental challenges,” Legarda emphasized. “We need
public participation, local innovation, and sustained community action. As we mark National
Clean-up Month and ICC Day or any environmental awareness initiative, | urge my fellow
Filipinos to treat these events not as one-time activities but as catalysts for lasting change.”

She added: “Environmental laws are not just words on paper; they are tools for transformation.
Let us deepen our commitment to bridge policy and practice, not just this September, but every
day. The real change begins when we take ownership of the laws meant to protect us.”
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[Opinion] Cleansing a nation amid a deluge of graft and rain

The decision of newly appointed Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH) Secretary
Vince Dizon to demand the courtesy resignation of all ranking officials in his department is a
bold, long-overdue move—and one the public should applaud. For too long, the DPWH has
been tainted with patronage, inefficiency, and corruption.

That the agency responsible for the most visible infrastructure projects remains riddled with
irregularities—even in proposals for the upcoming 2026 national budget—is both disheartening
and infuriating, to say the least. Secretary Dizon’s announcement is a necessary first step to
cleanse the institution of entrenched dysfunction.

That President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. himself has acknowledged the rot in the system, and is
finalizing an executive order to create an independent commission to investigate anomalies at
the DPWH, is both timely and urgent. It is a rare show of political will in a landscape often
defined by bureaucratic red tape and selective accountability. The President is correct in
pushing for a specialized, independent body—one that must operate beyond the ambit of
political pressure, and with full prosecutorial backing.

Complementing this executive initiative is the ombudsman’s creation of a special panel to
investigate anomalous flood control projects implemented by both the DPWH and local
government units. This is no coincidence. The volume and repetition of corruption in this sector
have become so flagrant, they are no longer isolated incidents—they are systemic failures.

Equally crucial is the Department of Trade and Industry’s (DTI) move to overhaul the Philippine
Contractors Accreditation Board (PCAB), the gatekeeper of contractor legitimacy. When
accreditation is treated as a rubber stamp instead of a rigorous vetting process, incompetence
and collusion thrive. A clean-up of the DPWH without a corresponding cleansing of the
contractor pipeline is merely cosmetic.

Then, there are inquiries conducted separately by the House of Representatives and the Senate.
All these steps are crucial and necessary steps vital in washing away systemic corruption in the
implementation of flood control projects.

However, these commendable measures toward accountability must not distract from the other
urgent crisis: the inadequacy of the country's current flood control system in the age of climate
change. On Aug. 30, Quezon City experienced 121 millimeters of rainfall in just one hour—far
exceeding the hourly rainfall during 2009’s Tropical Storm Ondoy, which was 90 mm. Drainage
systems were overwhelmed under the deluge, proving that our communities remain
dangerously unprepared.
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More than the funds lost to unscrupulous individuals, corruption in flood control projects is about
lives put at risk, homes submerged, traffic paralyzed, and productivity lost. Investigations must
be accompanied by the formulation and implementation of a comprehensive, science-based
national flood control master plan. Piecemeal projects, disjointed planning, and substandard
execution must end. We must treat urban flooding not as an annual inconvenience, but as a
national security threat exacerbated by climate change.

The confluence of investigations—from the DPWH leadership shake-up to the reform of
contractor accreditation—offers a rare window for reform. But this opportunity is as fragile as it
is promising. Public attention must not waver. Transparency in these investigations must be
non-negotiable. Resignations and criminal prosecutions must follow where guilt is found. And
beyond rooting out the rot, the government must rebuild—smarter, stronger, and with foresight.

More than cleansing the bureaucracy, the efforts being undertaken by President Marcos,
Secretary Dizon, the Office of the Ombudsman, and the DTI as well as the two houses of
Congress is about keeping communities safe, being climate resilient, and restoring public trust.
The government has taken the first courageous steps. It must now go all the way until all erring
individuals are held accountable and a robust drainage system that can adapt to climate change
is in place.



FOREIGN POLICY

The World Wanted a Plastics Pollution Treaty, but the U.S. Had Other Plans

In Geneva earlier this month, the world tried for a sixth time to negotiate a plastics treaty, and
for a sixth time, it failed. Without a binding international framework, the production and
consumption of plastics and associated waste generation and pollution are set to continue rising.
This will exacerbate risks to human health, biodiversity, and ecosystems worldwide.

National governments around the world, many of which were awaiting clear guidance from the
treaty to design or update their domestic legislation, now face delays in implementing policies to
curb plastic waste and leakage. The absence of a legally binding multilateral agreement leaves
regulatory gaps unaddressed, undermines companies that are developing innovations and
technology solutions, delays investments for recycling infrastructure, and perpetuates inequities
as vulnerable communities continue to bear the brunt of pollution.

As a result, uncontrolled plastics pollution will continue to inflict widespread harm on both the
environment and human health. Oceans, rivers, and soils are increasingly contaminated,
threatening marine ecosystems, biodiversity, and critical food chains. And microplastics will
continue to enter water supplies and the human diet, with growing scientific evidence linking
them to health risks.

Who can be blamed for this calamitous outcome? Country positions did not change significantly
since the last meeting, held in Busan in November 2024.

But there was one notable exception: The United States’ position shifted from one of potentially
backing an effective instrument to one of actively pursuing a low- ambition stance. This stance
was informed by U.S. domestic policies that support oil and gas companies and limit the
country’s ability to commit to any ambitious international environmental action.

Compounding the situation, the White House issued memos and attempted to leverage
economic threats to sway more ambitious countries from pursuing stronger commitments.
Observing these developments, like-minded countries in the low-ambition bloc—Russia and the
22-member Arab Group, led by Saudi Arabia and Iran—were emboldened, while other major
economic players—China and India—similarly curbed their own ambitions.

What happened in Geneva, and the way that the United States shaped discussions in a way
that undermined constructive outcomes, bodes ill for future global environmental agreements.

THE POLITICAL DYNAMICS that prevented an agreement in Geneva were both incredibly
complex and surprisingly simple.

On one hand, negotiations are shaped by a tangle of national interests, corporate influence,
international alliances, emerging scientific evidence, and the advocacy efforts of various
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stakeholder groups from around the world. On the other hand, the reality comes down to the
difficulty of reconciling two broad groups with fundamentally different visions: one seeking to
preserve and expand the industrial plastics paradigm and its economic prerogatives, the other
demanding an outcome that effectively addresses the environmental impacts of plastics in an
equitable way.

In the former group are fossil fuel and petrochemical industry players, who were heavily
represented in Geneva with 234 lobbyists, outnumbering even the combined 27 member state
delegations of the European Union. Alongside those lobbyists were representatives from
countries whose economies are heavily dependent on plastics production. Their priorities are
clear: maintain so-called business-as-usual industrial production of plastics and their profits
(according to the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, production is
expected to triple by 2060), and avoid binding obligations that would cut into their economic
interests.

In the latter group are environmental nongovernmental organizations, representatives of waste
picker organizations, developing country delegates impacted by plastics pollution, and
Indigenous people’s representatives. They share a fundamentally different vision: a treaty that
internalizes costs to protect and remediate ecosystems, provides funds for communities long
impacted by plastic pollution, and ensures limits on future production.

The challenge of finding an agreement is fundamentally political: how to reconcile the ambitions
of the powerful with the needs of the vulnerable; the realities of the $1.1 trillion annual global
plastic trade with the imperatives of planetary health (plastic pollution causes health impacts
resulting in $1.5 trillion in economic losses per year); and the constraints of domestic politics
with the requirements of effective multilateral governance.

The United States has traditionally coordinated and sided with partners in the European Union,
the United Kingdom, Australia, South Korea, and Japan who are aiming for higher-ambition and
stronger environmental standards—including a phaseout of problematic plastic products and
chemicals. This time, the United States took a strikingly different approach, aligning with major
producers such as Russia, China, and Saudi Arabia.

This realignment was consequential for the outcome: By changing its position, the United States
effectively further emboldened the low-ambition country bloc and encouraged China and India to
shift their positions, particularly regarding harmful chemicals and primary production targets.
The result was a convergence of positions among the largest producers of plastics.

Worse still, Washington reportedly tried to leverage its economic power to influence the
positions of other countries. Ahead of the negotiations, the Trump administration sent memos to
countries urging rejection of certain plastic production measures. Information circulated among
Geneva delegates indicating that the United States had signaled potential trade repercussions
for countries advocating higher ambition.



Coincidentally, representatives from Switzerland—as the host country—were in the United
States negotiating their tariff levels while the negotiations were taking place. Australia, in
particular, found itself at odds with the United States, facing implied threats of tariffs or other
trade measures if it pressed for higher ambition.

Also, the U.S. approach to international development—characterized in recent months by the
cancellation of roughly 80 percent of all the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID)
programs as of March and the final closure of the USAID agency in July—indicates a retreat
from multilateral technical cooperation. This was clearly reflected in the negotiations. When it
came to financial compensation for small island developing states, the United States
consistently advocated for minimal obligations.

As a result, the late-night draft text presented was described as the lowest common
denominator and therefore rejected by the majority of countries. This type of consensus-seeking
risks effectively codifying inaction: agreeing to weak targets or voluntary measures primarily to
accommodate the interests of fossil fuel and petrochemical-dependent economies does not
advance meaningful environmental outcomes or protect human health.

One thing that all participants seem to agree on: A historic opportunity was missed. However,
that opportunity isn’t lost forever: In 2026, Australia is potentially hosting the United Nations
climate summit, and it could leverage its environmental diplomatic strength to broker an
outcome on plastics.

But the United States’ continued support for fossil fuels, petrochemicals, and unsustainable
extractive models has implications far beyond the failed plastics treaty negotiations. By aligning
with industrial interests, it has not only shaped the trajectory of the plastics negotiations but also
set a precedent that may influence other multilateral environmental agreements and processes,
such as the seventh meeting of the United Nations Environment Assembly (the world’s highest-
level decision-making body for matters related to the environment), to be held in Nairobi in
December, and the U.N. Water Conference in 2026.

And although the United States has already withdrawn for a second time from the Paris climate
agreement, the Trump administration has also threatened to use tariffs to undermine
international climate policies aiming to curb emissions. This posture signals to other major
emitters and fossil fuel economies that low ambition can be leveraged to block or weaken
collective action, potentially slowing progress on climate, biodiversity, and chemicals
management treaties.

In practical terms, it increases the difficulty of building coalitions around ambitious targets,
reduces trust in multilateral forums, and risks normalizing approaches where economic self-
interest consistently outweighs scientific evidence and the needs of vulnerable populations. The
plastics treaty thus becomes a bellwether, illustrating how entrenched support for extractive
industries can ripple across the international environmental agenda.



IN THE MEANTIME, in the absence of an international agreement, countries committed to
addressing the plastic pollution crisis will need to leverage technical and policy instruments:
phased finance mechanisms, national regulatory steps, and pilot projects that allow testing new
solutions.

The goal can no longer be a perfect agreement; the way forward will need to be pragmatic. And
with the United States—for the time being—taking a position that encourages low ambition on
environmental issues more broadly, other countries are being directly encouraged to limit their
own commitments. In this context, multilateral negotiations need to find new mechanisms and
processes to drive meaningful action and allow the coalition of more ambitious countries to
move ahead.

Such approaches could ensure that progress on tackling plastic pollution continues, even in the
face of broader global inertia.
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Legarda calls on Filipinos to turn environmental laws into action
By: Jan Escosio

Senator Loren Legarda urged the public to translate environmental policies into tangible
community action as the country observes National Clean-up Month this September.

The clean-up month is under Proclamation No. 244 s. 1993, complemented by Presidential
Proclamation No. 470 s. 2003, which designates every third Saturday of September as
International Coastal Clean-up (ICC) Day in the Philippines.

“As the principal author and principal sponsor of the Climate Change Act of 2009 (RA 9729),
and author and principal sponsor of the Ecological Solid Waste Management Act of 2000 (RA
9003), | have seen that laws only bring real change when people embrace them,” Legarda said.

“This September, let us rise to the challenge. Protecting our environment demands more than
compliance; it requires unity, urgency, and daily commitment. Let us turn this moment into a
movement toward a cleaner and more resilient Philippines,” she added.

Legarda cited data from the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR),

showing that the Philippines generates around 61,000 metric tons of solid waste daily, with 12 to
24 percent made up of plastic.
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DILG, German agency to boost climate-resilient urban development

The Department of the Interior and Local Government (DILG) announced that it signed a
memorandum of understanding with a German development agency to boost climate-resilient
urban development in the Philippines.

In a statement on Tuesday, the DILG said its agreement with the Deutsche Gesellschaft fiir
Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GlZ) is part of the Integrated Urban Climate Action for Low-
Carbon and Resilient Cities (Urban-Act) Project.

Department of the Interior and Local Government Assistant Secretary Jesi Howard Lanete and
German Ambassador Dr. Andreas Michael Pfaffernoschke sign a a memorandum of
understanding on Tuesday, September 2, 2025, to implement a five-year program that seeks to
empower Philippine cities to lead the way in sustainable, climate-smart urban development amid
rising environmental challenges. — Photo from DILG Philippines/Facebook

Department of the Interior and Local Government Assistant Secretary Jesi Howard Lanete and
German Ambassador Dr. Andreas Michael Pfaffernoschke sign a a memorandum of
understanding on Tuesday, September 2, 2025, to implement a five-year program that seeks to
empower Philippine cities to lead the way in sustainable, climate-smart urban development amid
rising environmental challenges. — Photo from DILG Philippines/Facebook

MANILA, Philippines — The Department of the Interior and Local Government (DILG)
announced that it signed a memorandum of understanding with a German development agency
to boost climate-resilient urban development in the Philippines.

In a statement on Tuesday, the DILG said its agreement with the Deutsche Gesellschaft fir
Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) is part of the Integrated Urban Climate Action for Low-
Carbon and Resilient Cities (Urban-Act) Project.

Article continues after this advertisement

“The project focuses on enhancing the capacities of Philippine cities to mainstream climate
change adaptation and mitigation into urban planning,” the DILG explained.

‘It promotes stronger policy coherence by integrating national climate policies into local
strategies, ensuring tangible, community-level impact,” it added.

The DILG will lead the implementation of the agreement with assistance from the Department of

Human Settlements and Urban Development and the Department of Transportation on policy
development, technical services and cross-sector collaboration.
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Antipolo City in Rizal; Bacolod City in Negros Occidental; and Tagbilaran City in Bohol were
selected to test climate-responsive urban development plans before the program is expanded
nationwide.

The DILG noted that the initiative is funded by the German Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs
and Climate Action’s International Climate Initiative.

The program is also being rolled out in India, Thailand, China and Indonesia.
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[Opinion] When Climate Change Blurs Borders
By: Peter Schwartzstein

In recent years, Greek soldiers on patrol along the Evros River have found themselves at times
unsure of which country they were in. Sometimes extreme rain swells the river, which forms
most of the Greece-Turkey land border, enough to obscure telltale markers. On other occasions
drought reduces it in places to a patchwork of stagnant puddles, with little discernible water
separating the two sides. On other occasions, thick smoke from nearby wildfires has covered
the river, also known as the Meri¢ or the Maritsa, in an all-concealing haze.

There is never a good time to stray over a border as politically charged and bristling with
weaponry as this one, and lately tensions have been high. In 2022, Greece and Turkey were at
each other’s throats over disputed maritime boundaries and other issues. In the river’'s pea soup
of uncertainty, a conflict is waiting to happen.

Borders are, by their very nature, tense places, where territorial claims, ethnic spats and
competition for natural resources frequently play out. To these beefs we are adding the impact
of climate change on the geographic features that demarcate many frontiers. As rivers,
mountain ridges and other physical boundaries shape-shift under the pressure of more extreme
weather events, they’re fashioning new or intensifying old bones of contention. Adjoining nations,
many wrestling with longstanding challenges and inclined to believe the worst of the other as a
consequence, are often poorly equipped to manage the fallouts peacefully.

These climate-induced flash points are to be found on almost every continent and across
practically every kind of landscape. For example, thousands of feet up in the Himalayas, melting
glaciers are complicating management of the de facto Chinese-Indian border, known as the line
of actual control, on which troops have fought and killed one another as recently as 2020.
Thawing ice is destabilizing guard posts, while also opening up more terrain for patrols, which
can create more chances for clashes.

Well below them, more and fiercer sandstorms are impeding surveillance along the border
between Afghanistan and Iran. Drug traffickers take advantage of sandstorms to smuggle drugs
from the former into the latter.

But for sheer range of climate-border woes, Greece and its neighbors arguably best exemplify
this phenomenon. In the Aegean Sea, changing fish migration patterns risk bringing Greek and
Turkish fishermen — and their respective Coast Guards — into more regular and more
dangerous contact. These changes, which are partly a function of warming waters, are carrying
more high-value tuna into the area around the contested islets that have previously brought the
two countries to the brink of war, and which were seldom previously prime fishing grounds. “The
fishing patterns are all messed up,” Vasili Lydas, a fisherman from the nearby Greek island of
Kalymnos, told me in 2020. “Sometimes they come later. Sometimes they come earlier.” The
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situation has only worsened since then, islanders say, with smaller catches from overfishing
motivating more risk-taking across the Eastern Mediterranean.

In this messy new world, even state responses to climate change can fall afoul of border trouble.
Athens has built out considerable new renewable energy facilities, but it won’t be assembling
offshore wind farms near its maritime border with Turkey any time soon, defense ministry
sources told me. Despite the Aegean’s blustery, near-perfect year-round conditions for
electricity generation, the military has concluded that these facilities constitute a risk to their
readiness in the event of an attack by interfering with radar and sonar. “The whole Air Force and
naval community just said no,” said one military adviser.

The bad news in a world that is broiling is that we’re likely to see much more of this. Not only will
more border features contort themselves in ways and at speeds that inadvertently fuel tension,
but more governments may be incentivized to seek out conflict with their neighbors. After all,
with climate change worsening the quality and perhaps quantity of state services, such as water
availability, governments might be tempted to direct attention outward with a nice little border
clash, as the Argentine junta arguably did in the 1980s and President Vladimir Putin of Russia
did in the run-up to his country’s 2014 invasion of Crimea. Shifting frontiers are liable to give
leaders more opportunities to pull off the oldest kind of distraction from domestic concerns in the
book.

But there’s plenty of reason for guarded optimism, too. On its borders with Albania and North
Macedonia, Greece has shown that climate action can sometimes reduce tensions. In the
Middle East, cooperation over water resources can keep dialogue open in the most challenging
of circumstances: Jordanian officials frequently frame climate change as a reason they must
engage in water cooperation with Israel, despite its domestic unpopularity.

Most importantly, perhaps, Switzerland and Italy recently provided a stirring example of how
countries with strong bonds and established means of negotiating can quickly resolve otherwise
touchy topics. When a melting glacier warped a portion of their frontier, the two countries agreed
to shift the border. In a world that would very happily live without additional tension, other
nations may need to display similar sang-froid.
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Private investments vital to plug the Philippines US$72 billion climate finance gap

The Philippines will require new and clear strategies to mobilise private sector investment to
meet the multi-billion-dollar cost of its nationally determined contributions (NDCs), said leading
decision-makers at the Unlocking capital for sustainability conference in Manila.

The Southeast Asian nation will require a total US$72 billion in investments from 2020 to 2030
to meet its NDC commitments, covering key sectors such as energy, agriculture and transport.
Failing to do so could result in annual losses of PHP645 billion (US$8 billion) across these key
sectors.

Dr. Noralene Uy, Assistant Secretary for Policy, Planning, International Affairs and Climate
Change for the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), who was guest-of-
honour at the conference, said the Philippines will gradually lose eligibility for concessional
loans and grants from multilateral institutions as the country seeks to become an upper middle-
income economy by 2026 — though it would strengthen its creditworthiness at the same time.

She said 2025 is a “critical year” for the country as it recalibrates its development roadmap to
deliver the long-term national goals under the AmBisyon Natin 2040 development plan while
addressing escalating climate risks.

“A national adaptation investment strategy will be developed to mobilise the resources needed
for adaptation programmes, including from the private sector,” she said in her keynote address
at the sustainability summit held in Marco Polo Ortigas Manila.

Rachel Anne Herrera, Commissioner for the Climate Change Commission (CCC), said the
commission is working to strengthen emissions reduction pathways and carbon market
readiness as part of the Philippines’ updated NDC - targeted for submission by the COP30
climate talks in Brazil in November.

Herrerra stressed the importance of the private sector in bridging funding gaps and scaling
government-led initiatives.

“This is where our partnerships with the private sector are instrumental, especially where there
are gaps in technology, capital, innovation and creativity. The government’s efforts can be
multiplied tenfold with the convening power of industry and financial institutions, and the
collective drive of civil society to ensure inclusivity in each step we take,” she said during her
keynote address.
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This whole-of-society approach will be vital as the Philippines assumes Asean chairmanship
next year, prioritising climate change, biodiversity, the blue economy and pollution as key
themes for the region.

“With its scaling of renewable energy to accelerate the clean energy transition, coupled with
commitments to advance climate resiliency, financial inclusion and digital literacy, the
Philippines occupies a unique position to lead the region’s vision for 2026 while delivering on its
own long-term national development,” said Jessica Cheam, Founder and CEO for Eco-Business.

“The challenge will be implementing the right national policies and governance frameworks,
getting all stakeholders on board — from governments to industry and civic society groups, and
blending public and private capital to fund sustainable infrastructure and green projects,” she
said.

Themed “Unlocking finance for a new era of inclusive growth”, the Philippines edition of the
thought leadership forum, organised by Eco-Business in partnership with United Nations
Environmental Programme Finance Initiative (UNEP Fl), convened over 130 leading decision-
makers across government, finance, industry and academia.

Official photos from the event can be accessed here.

A trailer screening of WASTED — Eco-Business’s latest award-winning impact documentary
examining the intersection of resource use, human health and the climate crisis - was played
during the summit which also hosted an exclusive training workshop, “Unlocking strategic value
through climate disclosures”, the next day on 29 August.

The workshop provided companies and decision-makers the tools to navigate emerging ISSB-
aligned sustainability reporting — specifically IFRS S1 and S2 standards on sustainability and
climate-related risks and opportunities respectively.

Unlocking capital for sustainability is hosted in six markets across Asia in 2025. It held the Hong
Kong edition in March, Jakarta in June and Kuala Lumpur in July, and will travel to Bangkok on
30 September as part of Bangkok Action Climate Week before hosting the closing summit in
Singapore on 21 October this year.
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