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Climate change intensified deadly Mediterranean wildfires, study finds

Climate change that has driven scorching temperatures and dwindling rainfall made massive
wildfires in Turkey, Greece and Cyprus this summer burn much more fiercely, said a new study
released Thursday.

DAILY TRIBUNE

QC drainage overwhelmed by ‘extraordinary’ rain, says MMDA
By: Alvin Murcia

Metro Manila Development Authority (MMDA) Chairman Romando Artes on Monday said the
city’s drainage system was overwhelmed by an “extraordinary” localized thunderstorm over the
weekend, highlighting the urgent need for climate change adaptation measures such as
rainwater catchments.

GMA NEWS

JICA vows continued support to disaster resilience, transport projects in PH
By: SherylinUntalan

The Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) has reaffirmed its commitment to helping
the Philippines build disaster-resilient infrastructure, with flood control and disaster risk
reduction as top priorities, while also advancing major transport projects such as railways.
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MONGABAY

How scientists unmask climate change’s role in extreme weather
By: Kristine Sabillo

How do scientists determine whether climate change is driving extreme weather events like the
floods, heat waves and droughts that we’re experiencing today? To find out about the science of
attribution, Mongabay’s Kristine Sabillo recently interviewed environmental statistician Clair
Barnes of World Weather Attribution (WWA), a global network of researchers that has been
analyzing the role of climate change on today’s extreme weather.

PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER

Drowning in plastics, buried in corruption

By: Von Hernandez

The recent episodes of flooding in many regions of the country reveal a brutal truth: corruption
and governance failure lie at the heart of this crisis. The Philippines, a nation long battered by
typhoons, did not suffer from some faceless act of nature alone. The heavy downpours were
amplified by plastic choking our canals and by a patchy flood-control program plagued by
subpar projects, opacity, and rampant corruption—the very misgovernance that President
Marcos has condemned in his most recent State of the Nation Address. Far from climate related
weather “aberrations,” these events are the foreseeable outcomes of policies and programs that
ignore root causes.

THE NEWS YORK TIMES

Climate Change Is Transforming Summer in Europe
By: Claire Brown

This summer, record wildfires have raged across Europe, burning more than a million hectares
of land and forcing people to evacuate their homes. A five-day stretch of extreme heat killed
hundreds of people. Spain baked through its most intense heat wave on record, and the United
Kingdom is all but certain to have seen its hottest summer ever.

THE PHILIPPINE STAR

Moody’s flags debt, climate risks in Philippines credit review
By: Keisha Ta-Asan

Moody’s Ratings completed its periodic review of the Philippines’ credit profile, citing the
economy’s strong growth prospects and stable fiscal metrics while warning of lingering risks
from elevated debt costs, global uncertainties and climate change.
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CCC, Leyte LGUs use science to strengthen climate action plans

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) joined local chief executives (LCEs) of Leyte’s third
District in a science-based roundtable consultation to strengthen climate resilience planning by
aligning Local Climate Change Action Plans (LCCAPs) with updated data, tools, and the
National Adaptation Plan (NAP).

Information and Knowledge Management Division


https://businessmirror.com.ph/2025/08/31/ccc-leyte-lgus-use-science-to-strengthen-climate-action-plans/

BUSINESS MIRROR

Climate change intensified deadly Mediterranean wildfires, study finds

Climate change that has driven scorching temperatures and dwindling rainfall made massive
wildfires in Turkey, Greece and Cyprus this summer burn much more fiercely, said a new study
released Thursday.

The study by World Weather Attribution said the fires that killed 20 people, forced 80,000 to
evacuate and burned more than 1 million hectares (2.47 million acres) were 22 percent more
intense in 2025, Europe’s worst recorded year of wildfires.

Hundreds of wildfires that broke out in the eastern Mediterranean in June and July were driven
by temperatures above 40 degrees Celsius (about 104 Fahrenheit), extremely dry conditions
and strong winds.

WWA, a group of researchers that examines whether and to what extent extreme weather
events are linked to climate change, called its findings “concerning.”

“Our study finds an extremely strong climate change signal towards hotter and drier conditions,”
said Theodore Keeping, a researcher at Centre for Environmental Policy at Imperial College in
London.

“Today, with 1.3 degrees C of warming, we are seeing new extremes in wildfire behaviour that
has pushed firefighters to their limit. But we are heading for up to 3 degrees C this century
unless countries more rapidly transition away from fossil fuels,” Keeping said.

The study found winter rainfall ahead of the wildfires had dropped by about 14% since the pre-
industrial era, when a heavy reliance on fossil fuels began. It also determined that because of
climate change, weeklong periods of dry, hot air that primes vegetation to burn are now 13
times more likely.

The analysis also found an increase in the intensity of high-pressure systems that strengthened
extreme northerly winds, known as Etesian winds, that fanned the wildfires.

Gavriil Xanthopoulos, research director at the Institute of Mediterranean Forest Ecosystems of
the Hellenic Agricultural Organization in Greece, said firefighters used to be able to wait for such
winds to die down to control fires.

“It seems that they cannot count on this pattern anymore,” Xanthopoulos said. More study is
needed to understand how the wind patterns are reaching high velocities more often, he said.

Flavio Lehner, an assistant professor in Earth and atmospheric sciences at Cornell University
who was not involved in the WWA research, said its summary and key figures were consistent


https://businessmirror.com.ph/2025/08/28/climate-change-intensified-deadly-mediterranean-wildfires-study-finds/

with existing literature and his understanding of how climate change is making weather more
conducive to wildfire.

Climate change is “loading the dice for more bad wildfire seasons” in the Mediterranean, Lehner
said.
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QC drainage overwhelmed by ‘extraordinary’ rain, says MMDA
By: Alvin Murcia

Metro Manila Development Authority (MMDA) Chairman Romando Artes on Monday said the
city’s drainage system was overwhelmed by an “extraordinary” localized thunderstorm over the
weekend, highlighting the urgent need for climate change adaptation measures such as
rainwater catchments.

Data from the Science Garden monitoring station in Quezon City showed 105 millimeters of
rainfall in just one hour last Sunday. “If you compare it with the global average of 75 millimeters
per hour, makikita nyo talaga na extraordinary ito. Our drainage systems were not designed to
handle this kind of downpour,” Artes said.

He noted that the volume of rain was equivalent to more than five days’ worth of precipitation,
explaining why even traditionally flood-free areas like Katipunan Avenue and parts of the
University of the Philippines experienced unusually high water levels.

The Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration (PAGASA)
classified the event as a localized thunderstorm, though Artes stressed that it reflected broader
climate change impacts. He added that the heavy rains were isolated to Quezon City and could
recur, underlining the need for preparation.

Following the floods, the MMDA convened an emergency meeting to discuss long-term
solutions, including the construction of rainwater catchment facilities similar to those in other
countries. Artes said the agency is coordinating with Quezon City officials, climate scientist
Mahar Lagmay, the River Basin Commission, and the Department of Environment and Natural
Resources to identify potential sites for catchments.

Possible locations include portions of the Veterans Memorial area, football fields along
Katipunan Avenue, and a proposed underground basin beneath the Rizal Memorial Sports
Complex. “The idea is to temporarily store rainwater underground and release it slowly into
natural waterways to prevent street flooding,” he explained.

Construction of these projects, which will be built on open lots rather than busy roads, is
expected to take one to one and a half years. Initial funding has been identified with support
from the Department of Budget and Management, which will help develop two to three
catchment sites this year.

While the MMDA will focus on catchment facilities and drainage upgrades, Artes emphasized
that larger flood-control structures such as dikes fall under the Department of Public Works and
Highways (DPWH).
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He said, “This is really a wake-up call. The extraordinary rains in Quezon City are an effect of
climate change, and we have to adapt.”
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JICA vows continued support to disaster resilience, transport projects in PH
By: SherylinUntalan

The Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) has reaffirmed its commitment to helping
the Philippines build disaster-resilient infrastructure, with flood control and disaster risk
reduction as top priorities, while also advancing major transport projects such as railways.

In an interview with GMA News Online on Thursday, JICA Philippines Chief Representative
Baba Takashi said the Philippines and Japan are both vulnerable to natural disasters, making
cooperation not only practical but also deeply rooted in shared experience.

“The Philippines is one of the most disaster-prone countries, and Japan faces the same kinds of
difficulties. In this sense, Japan has the experience, knowledge, and expertise to handle such
disasters. It is an honor for us to support the Philippines,” Baba said.

He stressed that Japan’s assistance goes beyond building physical structures like floodways
and dikes. It also focuses on strengthening community preparedness and disaster awareness at
the grassroots level.

“Not only the hard but also the soft—this kind of double-tracking support is a unique assistance
from Japan to the Philippines,” he explained, citing JICA’s volunteer programs that provide
disaster preparedness training to vulnerable communities.

Ongoing work with PH agencies

JICA is working closely with the Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH) for flood
control infrastructure while also coordinating with the Office of Civil Defense (OCD), the
Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration (PAGASA), and
other agencies on disaster mitigation.

“We have continuous discussions to monitor progress and find ways to move forward much
more smoothly with DPWH and other counterparts,” Baba said.

He also noted improvements in the Philippines’ flood response over the past two decades, but
climate change continues to pose new challenges.

“Compared to 20 years ago, the flood situation in the Philippines is getting better. But due to
environmental change, challenges remain. We will continue to support flood control because |

also live in Manila. | am also an end user of these projects,” he said.

Transport remains a key focus


https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/957262/jica-vows-continued-support-to-disaster-resilience-transport-projects-in-ph/story/

Baba highlighted that more than half of JICA’s projects in the Philippines are in the
transportation sector, with a strong focus on railways.

“Transportation, especially the railway, is key in Metro Manila, where many people face
difficulties commuting daily.

Developing this infrastructure not only eases congestion but also helps reduce greenhouse gas
emissions, he said, pointing to Japan’s expertise in railway development as a valuable resource
for the Philippines.

“The Philippines is a very important partner for Japan. We have a strong commitment to
continue supporting the country through our experience and through Japanese companies,” he

added.

The Philippines and Japan will mark 70 years of diplomatic relations in 2026.
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How scientists unmask climate change’s role in extreme weather
By: Kristine Sabillo

How do scientists determine whether climate change is driving extreme weather events like the
floods, heat waves and droughts that we’re experiencing today? To find out about the science of
attribution, Mongabay’s Kristine Sabillo recently interviewed environmental statistician Clair
Barnes of World Weather Attribution (WWA), a global network of researchers that has been
analyzing the role of climate change on today’s extreme weather.

The idea behind WWA, Barnes said, “was to look at high-impact weather events and to use the
latest science to say something while the conversation is still going on.”

WWA works with partners like the Red Cross Red Crescent Climate Centre that monitor various
emergency and disaster alerts channels and issues what it calls a “trigger” when a disaster has
major humanitarian consequences. This can be a heat wave setting temperature records in a
region, or a flood killing or displacing a certain number or proportion of the population.

Once WWA researchers decided on an event to study further, they work with local experts who
understand the meteorological and geographical processes behind that event. A rapid analysis
can take from a few days to up to a few weeks to finish.

Barnes said they use observational weather data and statistical and climate models to
understand the role of climate change in the event.

Consider flooding in a river basin due to heavy rains over three days: The researchers use
multiple weather data sets to examine how the maximum three-day rainfall period for that
season has changed in that area over the past several years. A statistical model then tells them
how the change in rainfall is related to the change in global mean temperature over the years.
The latter, scientists have established, has risen mainly due to human-triggered greenhouse
gas emissions. Using the models, the researchers then calculate how likely such heavy rain and
flooding is in today’s climate compared to pre-industrial times, when temperatures were much
cooler.

The researchers further use different climate models to see how much climate change, rather
than other factors such as deforestation, influenced the flooding event.

But there are data challenges, Barnes said. While some regions like Europe have good
availability of both observed weather data and climate models, others, like parts of Africa, don't.

Still, it's important to do the rapid studies and get the reports out quickly, Barnes said, “not only
to say actually it was climate change, but sometimes to say: we’re not seeing evidence that

10


https://news.mongabay.com/short-article/2025/09/how-scientists-unmask-climate-changes-role-in-extreme-weather/

climate change was what caused these terrible impacts. Maybe it's that the infrastructure wasn’t
maintained, or it was something that we could have avoided in another way.”

Barnes added that while other meteorological agencies around the world are doing similar

attribution studies, WWA will continue to analyze weather events, especially highlighting regions
that are underrepresented.
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Drowning in plastics, buried in corruption

By: Von Hernandez

The recent episodes of flooding in many regions of the country reveal a brutal truth: corruption
and governance failure lie at the heart of this crisis. The Philippines, a nation long battered by
typhoons, did not suffer from some faceless act of nature alone. The heavy downpours were
amplified by plastic choking our canals and by a patchy flood-control program plagued by
subpar projects, opacity, and rampant corruption—the very misgovernance that President
Marcos has condemned in his most recent State of the Nation Address. Far from climate related
weather “aberrations,” these events are the foreseeable outcomes of policies and programs that
ignore root causes.

The recent episodes of flooding in many regions of the country reveal a brutal truth: corruption
and governance failure lie at the heart of this crisis. The Philippines, a nation long battered by
typhoons, did not suffer from some faceless act of nature alone. The heavy downpours were
amplified by plastic choking our canals and by a patchy flood-control program plagued by
subpar projects, opacity, and rampant corruption—the very misgovernance that President
Marcos has condemned in his most recent State of the Nation Address. Far from climate related
weather “aberrations,” these events are the foreseeable outcomes of policies and programs that
ignore root causes.

Promises of better flood control and waste management have been repeatedly derailed by
delays, bungled implementation, and decisions steered to favor certain interests. For example,
the prohibition on non-environmentally acceptable packaging (NEAP) such as single-use
plastics, long-promised since the Ecological Solid Waste Management Act (RA 9003) was
enacted in 2001, remains only partially realized if not ignored. The oft-repeated excuses of
complexity, implementation and political reluctance mask a harsher reality: vested interests that
are postponing or blocking needed reforms — leaving communities vulnerable to overflow,
contamination, and disease.

The plastic crisis has both global and local consequences. Globally, it exacerbates climate
change, harms oceans and biodiversity; locally, it contaminates water, infiltrates the food chain,
and imperils the health and survival of people living in areas that are prone to flooding. In a
country with countless households situated along waterways, coastlines and riverbanks, the
stakes are immediate and existential, touching on their very survival. Band-aid fixes and
politically convenient “solutions” do not address the underlying drivers of waste and flood risk.
Instead, they entrench a system that masquerades as progress while corruption undermines
proper planning, oversight, and public trust.

What's needed is a genuine, comprehensive policy shift that tackles the root causes of flood risk
and plastic pollution. Expanding and enforcing a robust ban on single-use plastics in line with
RA 9003 is essential, since it targets disposable and single use products and packaging that are
inherently wasteful and harmful. Specifically, the National Solid Waste Management
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Commission must immediately issue a non-environmentally acceptable products list to curb
dangerous plastics at the source. Investments must go into comprehensive waste management
reforms, which truly prioritize reduction, reuse, and other waste avoidance strategies over
dangerous and costly waste disposal options. This also requires better waste segregation and
collection to minimize leakage into waterways and drainage systems. Disaster risk reduction will
be strengthened by ensuring that public funds go toward upstream prevention rather than
downstream remediation.

Meanwhile, the seductive lure of waste-to-energy incinerators as a supposed quick fix to the
waste and flooding crises persists. These schemes will entrench and normalize increasing
plastic consumption, while releasing toxic emissions and siphoning away funds that should go
toward prevention, safer disposal, and ecological waste-management solutions. Rather than
solving the problem, such an approach institutionalizes a broken system, wastes public money,
and exposes citizens to new health hazards. We cannot solve a disaster with another disaster.

Instead of frittering away billions of taxpayer money on such projects, why not reallocate some
of these funds toward prevention and resilience? This brings public money to communities
implementing upstream waste management and disaster risk reduction initiatives, which also
create much needed jobs, rather than anomalous projects or flawed “solutions” that create new
hazards.

To break away from the vicious cycle of floods, the government needs to get serious in curbing
the culture of corruption in public spending and infrastructure. We also need to break free from
plastic, and most urgently the types that usually end up in our canals, waterways and oceans,
like the ubiquitous plastic bags, bottles, cutlery, straws, styrofoam, sachets and other disposable
packaging. This is not merely an environmental imperative; it is essential for disaster risk
reduction and the protection of communities in vulnerable areas.

Corruption has no place in this effort—transparency, accountability, and public oversight must
guide every step of policy and implementation. Because is there is one clear takeaway from the
recent flooding scandals, it is this: the more corrupt our officials are, the deeper the
environmental damage—and the higher the price paid by ordinary Filipinos every time the skies
open.
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Climate Change Is Transforming Summer in Europe
By: Claire Brown

This summer, record wildfires have raged across Europe, burning more than a million hectares
of land and forcing people to evacuate their homes. A five-day stretch of extreme heat killed
hundreds of people. Spain baked through its most intense heat wave on record, and the United
Kingdom is all but certain to have seen its hottest summer ever.

In Europe, which has warmed about twice as fast as the global average, climate change has
begun to force difficult questions about the economic and cultural costs of adapting to a
dangerously warming planet.

Hotter summers are reshaping Europe’s tourism industry, prompting cities to plan for days of
asphalt-melting heat, and sparking national debates about the use of air conditioning. Wildfires
have added to the summer’s health risks.

At the same time, this summer’'s overall temperatures across the region were “normal-ish,”
according to Carlo Buontempo, director of the Copernicus Climate Change Service, the
European Union monitoring agency.

Calling the season a “double story,” Buontempo said, “It has not been as extreme as recent
summers as a whole, but then you had these absolutely freakish events happening,” referring to
the heat waves and fires.

Deadly heat waves

A five-day period of extreme heat in late June and early July resulted in 2,300 heat-related
deaths across 12 European cities, according to an early statistical estimate by scientists at
World Weather Attribution. Their analysis found that the influence of climate change may have
tripled the death toll.

“We often talk about heat waves as being the silent killer because you do get these excess
deaths that are not necessarily visible,” said Clair Barnes, a research associate with World
Weather Attribution. She added that heat-related deaths are frequently not recorded as such.

Heat waves this summer shuttered the top of the Eiffel Tower and prompted ltaly to ban outdoor
work during the hottest parts of the day. European businesses reported lower foot traffic as
people avoided venturing outside. In Switzerland and France, nuclear reactors were shut down
after the rivers they relied on to cool their facilities heated up.

In Finland and Norway, a relentless heat wave drove reindeer from the countryside into the
towns, seeking water and relief from mosquitoes.
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A new wildfire era

Hot and dry conditions have meant that wildfires have spread rapidly in Spain, France, Greece
and Portugal over the last few months.

The active wildfire season put a strain on local resources. Spain called in support from the
military to help battle the blazes.

“One of the things that we're seeing now is there are so many fires simultaneously that people
can’t necessarily call on neighboring countries or neighboring regions to help out when they
have a big fire, because they’re happening simultaneously, and that really compounds the
impact,” Barnes said.

Smoke from the fires has drifted hundreds of miles, resulting in degraded air quality far from the
source. The combination of extreme heat and pollution can have an outsize impact on public
health.

“There have been a number of situations where the quality of the air, even far away from the fire,
was so significantly impacted that people believed that the fire was in their neighborhood, even
if the fire was 200, 300, 600 kilometers away,” Buontempo said.

Staying cool
The summer’s heat stirred up arguments about the best ways to keep European cities cool. In
many European countries, fewer than half of households have air-conditioning.

In France, Marine Le Pen, the far-right leader, called for a mass air-conditioning rollout. The
leader of the France’s Green Party balked at the idea and argued in favor of improving energy
efficiency and “greening” cities.

In July, the Financial Times published data suggesting that the low use of air-conditioning
across the continent has meant that four times as many Western Europeans died between 2000
and 2019 as a result of extreme heat than North Americans.

Elsewhere, high electricity prices are forcing residents to find other ways to adapt. In Britain,
some are exploring options like improving insulation or planting trees to shade their rooftops. In
other countries, residents are experimenting with reflective paint, white stone facades, and
heavy shutters.

More than half of European cities now have a dedicated climate change adaptation plan,
Buontempo said. “Adaptation, contrary to mitigation, can be tackled effectively at the local level,”

he said.

An industry insider’s changes at the E.P.A. could cost taxpayers billions

15



Early this year, Steven Cook was a lawyer representing chemical companies suing to block a
new rule forcing them to clean up pollution from “forever chemicals,” which are linked to low
birthrates and cancer.

Now Cook is in a senior role at the Environmental Protection Agency, where he has proposed
scrapping the same rule that his former clients were challenging in court. His effort could shift
cleanup costs away from polluters and onto taxpayers, according to internal E.P.A. documents
reviewed by The New York Times.

Last month Cook met with industry groups that are still challenging the rule in court. By the next

business day, the E.P.A. office that oversees toxic cleanups had reversed its internal
recommendation on the rule, the documents show, to advise repealing it instead of upholding it.
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Moody’s flags debt, climate risks in Philippines credit review
By: Keisha Ta-Asan

Moody’s Ratings completed its periodic review of the Philippines’ credit profile, citing the
economy’s strong growth prospects and stable fiscal metrics while warning of lingering risks
from elevated debt costs, global uncertainties and climate change.

In a report, Moody’s said the review “does not announce a credit rating action” but reiterated the
factors underpinning the country’s current Baa2 rating and stable outlook.

“The Philippines’ Baa2 ratings are supported by the country’s high economic growth potential
and fiscal metrics that are broadly in line with similarly rated peers,” the debt watcher said.

Moody’s noted that the Philippines has a strong access to domestic and international funding
markets and ample foreign-currency reserves to weather the volatility in global capital flows.

“These credit strengths are balanced against its low per capita income, some constraints on the
quality of institutions, which stand in contrast with high policy effectiveness, and the sovereign’s
high exposure to physical climate risks,” it said.

Moody’s said the Philippines’ growth momentum remains intact, with the economy expanding by
an average of 5.4 percent in the first half. This puts it on track to meet the agency’s full-year
forecast of 5.7 percent, within the government’s 5.5 to 6.5 percent target.

Resilient household spending, steady remittances, public investment and structural reforms
support the outlook, but uncertainty over US trade policy and tariffs are flagged as downside
risks to domestic consumption and investment.

The debt watcher also highlighted progress in fiscal consolidation, with the government aiming
to cut the deficit to 4.3 percent of gross domestic product by 2028.

While this should help moderate debt over time, Moody’s warned that the cost of servicing
borrowings will remain high in the near term due to elevated funding costs and a lag in monetary
policy transmission, despite recent rate cuts by the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP).

At the same time, Moody’s flagged structural challenges such as low per-capita income,
institutional constraints and the country’s high vulnerability to climate shocks.

The stable outlook reflects a balance of upside risks from sustained reforms and investment

against downside risks from possible fiscal slippage, geopolitical tensions and climate-related
disruptions.
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Moody’s said faster-than-expected improvements in fiscal and debt metrics could lift the
Philippines’ credit standing in the future, while any backsliding on reforms or weaker fiscal
discipline could put pressure on the rating.

In a statement, the BSP welcomed the favorable assessment by credit rating agency Moody’s of
the country’s access to external financing.

“The Philippines has built ample reserves and policy space to absorb external shocks, allowing
us to maintain stability even in times of global uncertainty,” BSP Governor Eli Remolona Jr. said.

The assessment followed Moody’s affirmation of the Baa2 rating and stable outlook in August
last year.

An investment-grade rating indicates low credit risk, which helps lower borrowing costs. This, in

turn, allows the government to channel more resources toward socially beneficial programs and
initiatives.
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CCC, Leyte LGUs use science to strengthen climate action plans

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) joined local chief executives (LCEs) of Leyte’s third
District in a science-based roundtable consultation to strengthen climate resilience planning by
aligning Local Climate Change Action Plans (LCCAPs) with updated data, tools, and the
National Adaptation Plan (NAP).

Organized by the Office of Rep. Anna Victoria Veloso-Tuazon, with technical support from the
CCC and input and insights from the University of the Philippines Resilience Institute (UPRI),
the session aimed to ensure that local climate plans respond to actual risks on the ground,
using tools such as NOAH and HazardHunterPH.

To help local leaders better understand climate impacts, Prof. Mahar Lagmay of UPRI
presented the latest climate information for the district, illustrating trends in flooding, drought,
storm surge, and rainfall variability through updated data and tools.

An overview of the NAP emphasized the nature-based solutions, resilient infrastructure, water
security, and climate-smart agriculture.

The CCC’s update on the compliance status of LCCAPs in the district, noted the need to
address implementation gaps and integrate updated climate information into enhanced plans.

Copies of the NAP were presented to the LCEs of the five municipalities in the district to serve
as guide of the LGUs for the four climate impact drivers, and to plan the LCCAP, said CCC Vice
Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje, partly in Filipino.

“ More than this, it is not a plan only for submit but to implement,” he added.

The NAP underscores inter-agency partnership in developing science- and evidence-based
adaptation actions across sectors affected by climate change.

This is the country’s first NAP developed under the leadership of President Ferdinand R.
Marcos Jr.

It was completed in under 10 months, positioning the Philippines among the 64 countries, with
60 developing and four developed nations that have submitted a NAP to the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change.

The highlight of the activity was a workshop on aligning LCCAPs with actual challenges, which

allowed LCEs to review climate risks identified in their respective plans, and assess whether
current programs respond to on-the-ground conditions.
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Using UPRI's updated datasets, the groups identified priority risks and presented their findings
to the plenary.

The CCC presented the mechanics of the People’s Survival Fund to guide LGUs in preparing
adaptation funding proposals, and delivered a session on Nature-based Solutions, highlighting
how bamboo corridors, mangrove conservation, and watershed protection already being
practiced in the district can be expanded and scaled.

“Science gives us the tools we need, but local leadership turns those tools into action,” Borje
said. “The Commission fully supports the efforts of Representative Veloso-Tuazon and the local
chief executives of Leyte in ensuring that climate plans translate into real protection and
resilience for their communities.”

The CCC reaffirmed its commitment to work closely with national and local government units to
localize the National Adaptation Plan and strengthen climate resilience across the country.

=END=
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