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● Pakistan’s farmers battle floods, debt and climate-driven crisis
● Brief La Niña could bring more typhoons by September
● Mangroves protect coasts, fight climate change in PH
● ASEAN 2026 to focus on peace and security, maritime cooperation, climate change -
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● Marcos vows not to leave office until flood control issue is fixed
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● Senate sets foreign policy focus on climate fund, OFWs
● Trump, With Tariffs and Threats, Tries to Strong-Arm Nations to Retreat on Climate

Goals
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● [Opinion] Wika at klima: Filipino heroism and resilience amid the climate crisis
● Mangroves protect coasts, fight climate change in PH
● Philippines, United Arab Emirates Mark 51 Years Of Ties With Tree Planting For Climate

Action
● PH, UAE marks 51 years of diplomatic ties with joint tree-growing drive
● Manila City launches digital literacy festival to empower youth online

AL JAZEERA

Pakistan’s farmers battle floods, debt and climate-driven crisis
By: Z Abbas and Faras Ghani

As a new wave of cloudbursts, monsoon rains and floods cause havoc across Pakistan, Iqbal
Solangi sits in his small house in the southern coastal city of Karachi, feeling the pain of those
who lost their loved ones, land and livestock.

BUSINESS WORLD

Brief La Niña could bring more typhoons by September
By: Kyle Aristophere T. Atienza

A potential La Niña could start influencing weather patterns as early as September, mainly in
the form of more typhoons, the government weather service, known as PAGASA (Philippine
Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration), said.

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/8/26/one-year-floods-the-next-drought-farmers-battle-pakistans-climate-plight
https://www.bworldonline.com/economy/2025/08/26/693909/brief-la-nina-could-bring-more-typhoons-by-september/
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DAILY GUARDIAN

Mangroves protect coasts, fight climate change in PH

Some plants are picky. They either suffocate when buried too deep or require a specific type of
soil to grow. They are high-maintenance, but did you know there’s a plant that can thrive both
on land and in water?

GMA NEWS

ASEAN 2026 to focus on peace and security, maritime cooperation, climate change - DFA
By: Jiselle Anne Casucian

The Philippines' chairmanship of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) next year
will focus on issues such as peace and security, maritime cooperation, and climate change,
Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) Secretary Ma. Theresa Lazaro said on Wednesday.

MANILA BULLETIN

Marcos vows not to leave office until flood control issue is fixed
By: Argyll Cyrus Geducos

President Marcos declared that he would not leave Malacañang until the country’s flood control
problems were resolved, calling out corruption and poor workmanship in government projects.

PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER

Experts: BARMM children exposed to climate risks
By: Edwin O. Fernandez

Children in the Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (BARMM), numbering
some 1.7 million, are vulnerable to climate change-related risks, studies by experts showed.

PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY

Senate sets foreign policy focus on climate fund, OFWs
By: Wilnard Bacelonia

The Senate Committee on Foreign Relations on Wednesday opened its organizational meeting
and initial hearing by taking up the agreement between the Philippine government and the
Board of the Fund for Responding to Loss and Damage.

https://dailyguardian.com.ph/mangroves-protect-coasts-fight-climate-change-in-ph/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/957188/asean-2026-to-focus-on-peace-and-security-maritime-cooperation-climate-change-dfa/story/
https://mb.com.ph/2025/08/24/marcos-vows-not-to-leave-office-until-flood-control-issue-is-fixed
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2100460/experts-barmm-children-exposed-to-climate-risks
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1257417
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THE NEWS YORK TIMES

Trump, With Tariffs and Threats, Tries to Strong-Arm Nations to Retreat on Climate Goals
By: Lisa Friedman

President Trump is not only working to stop a transition away from fossil fuels in the United
States, he is pressuring other countries to relax their pledges to fight climate change and
instead burn more oil, gas and coal.

CCC IN THE NEWS:

DAILY TRIBUNE

Wika at klima: Filipino heroism and resilience amid the climate crisis
By: Secretary Robert EA Borje

As we celebrate Buwan ng Wika and National Heroes Day, we are reminded that heroism is not
confined to the past. Our heroes — from José Rizal with his pen to Andrés Bonifacio with his
courage — fought not only for independence but for the vision of a nation worthy of its people’s
sacrifice. Their message endures: true heroism is a sustained commitment to the common
good.

DAILY GUARDIAN

Mangroves protect coasts, fight climate change in PH

Some plants are picky. They either suffocate when buried too deep or require a specific type of
soil to grow. They are high-maintenance, but did you know there’s a plant that can thrive both
on land and in water?

PAGEONE

Philippines, United Arab Emirates Mark 51 Years Of Ties With Tree Planting For Climate
Action

The Climate Change Commission (CCC), in partnership with the Embassy of the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) and various national government agencies and the Society of Filipino Foresters,
Inc. (SFFI), planted indigenous trees at the La Mesa Nature Reserve to expand carbon
sequestration areas and promote nature-based solutions to bolster climate resilience.

PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY

PH, UAE marks 51 years of diplomatic ties with joint tree-growing drive
By: John Lester Naguna

The Philippines and the United Arab Emirates celebrated 51 years of bilateral relations by
planting indigenous trees at the La Mesa Nature Reserve, a symbolic act aimed at bolstering
climate resilience and promoting shared environmental stewardship.

https://www.nytimes.com/2025/08/27/climate/trump-international-pressure-climate-oil.html?searchResultPosition=3
https://tribune.net.ph/2025/08/24/wika-at-klima-filipino-heroism-and-resilience-amid-the-climate-crisis
https://dailyguardian.com.ph/mangroves-protect-coasts-fight-climate-change-in-ph/
https://pageone.ph/philippines-united-arab-emirates-mark-51-years-of-ties-with-tree-planting-for-climate-action/
https://pageone.ph/philippines-united-arab-emirates-mark-51-years-of-ties-with-tree-planting-for-climate-action/
https://pia.gov.ph/ph-uae-marks-51-years-of-diplomatic-ties-with-joint-tree-growing-drive/
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RAPPLER

Manila City launches digital literacy festival to empower youth online

The City of Manila, through the Office of Councilor Yanyan Ibay, the Sangguniang Kabataan
Federation-Manila, and the Manila Youth Development and Welfare Bureau (MYDWB), in
partnership with Lyceum of the Philippines University Manila, presents “TeknoLodi: Lodi sa
Digital Literacy,” a youth-focused digital literacy festival designed to empower young Filipinos to
become responsible, ethical, and influential digital citizens.

Information and Knowledge Management Division

https://www.rappler.com/bulletin-board/manila-city-digital-literacy-festival-empower-youth/
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AL JAZEERA

Pakistan’s farmers battle floods, debt and climate-driven crisis
By: Z Abbas and Faras Ghani

As a new wave of cloudbursts, monsoon rains and floods cause havoc across Pakistan, Iqbal
Solangi sits in his small house in the southern coastal city of Karachi, feeling the pain of those
who lost their loved ones, land and livestock.

Since late June, a heavier-than-usual monsoon, followed by floods and landslides, has killed
more than 800 people, damaged at least 7,225 houses, and washed away over 5,500 livestock
in addition to the widespread destruction of crops across the country.

While the exact cause of the floods is yet to be determined, several factors could have
contributed to the deluge, including climate change. Pakistan ranks among the top 10 most
climate-vulnerable nations, but it contributes less than 1 percent of global emissions.

Solangi had ended his climate-change-forced exile from farming in 2022, but ended up losing
his rice crop due to the flooding for a third time after the 2010 and 2012 floods, and found
himself under a huge pile of debt yet again.

In 2012, he had moved from a tiny village on the border of the Sindh and Balochistan provinces
to Karachi because climate change had made the profession of his forefathers unsustainable.
The displacement brought to a temporary end three decades of farming.

“When my house and land were flooded and I was sitting high up watching it all being washed
away, I decided I would never go back to it,” Solangi told Al Jazeera, talking about the 2022
floods, which affected 33 million people and inundated 4 million hectares (9.9 million acres) of
agricultural land.

The Climate Rate Index report in 2025 placed Pakistan at the top of the list of the most affected
countries based on 2022 data. Extensive flooding then submerged approximately a third of the
country, killed more than 1,700 people, caused $14.8bn worth of damage, as well as $15.2bn of
economic losses, and pushed nine million people into poverty.

In an article in August, Pakistan’s Dawn newspaper wrote: “In today’s Pakistan, the monsoon
has transformed from a symbol of beauty and renewal into a harbinger of chaos and despair.
What was once awaited with excitement is now approached with dread.”

Last year, more floods affected thousands, and a heatwave killed almost 600 people. The
gradual rise in temperatures is also forcing the melting of the 13,000-plus glaciers in Pakistan,
increasing the risk of flooding, damage to infrastructure, loss of life and land, threat to
communities, and water scarcity.

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/8/26/one-year-floods-the-next-drought-farmers-battle-pakistans-climate-plight
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Agriculture remains a key contributor to Pakistan’s economy, contributing approximately 24
percent of its gross domestic product (GDP), according to Pakistan’s Bureau of Statistics (PBS).
The livelihood of some 40 million people is also linked with agriculture, which employs more
than 37 percent of the labour force.

In an interview with Al Jazeera earlier this year, Pakistan’s climate change minister warned that
the effect of melting glaciers on the river and canal networks “would have catastrophic
consequences for Pakistan’s agricultural economy”.

“These people [working on agriculture] have no economic security, and given our current
economic development stage, the government lacks the wherewithal to provide for such a large
segment of the population if these gushing floods wash away our infrastructure and devastate
agricultural lands. From an economic and agricultural standpoint alone, the potential for
devastation is immense,” Musadiq Malik said.

This year, the agriculture sector has posted a modest growth of 0.6 percent, falling well short of
the 2 percent target and significantly below last year’s announced growth of 6.4 percent.

A recent study published in the Nature journal says the Indus Plain in Pakistan experienced 19
flood disasters between 1950 and 2012, affecting an area of almost 600,000sq km (231,661.3sq
miles), causing 11,239 deaths and resulting in economic damage exceeding $39bn. Half of
those events took place after 2000.

Figures shared by PBS show a rise in the number of farmlands across Pakistan over the last
few years, from 8.6 million in 2010 to 11.7 million last year, increasing in all provinces bar
Punjab. However, changes in rain patterns have also impacted farmers immensely.

In the northwestern Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province, Basharat Jamal still tills his land but says
his crop has almost vanished over the past decade due to droughts.

Jamal runs a small business to supplement his income but explains that the shift from
agricultural practices has landed the region in double jeopardy. The income and produce have
reduced significantly, with many farmers moving to urban centres for work. In addition, some
farmers now own livestock, which, due to a lack of fodder, destroy their unprotected crops.

According to the Pakistan Economic Survey 2024-25, major crops, such as wheat and cotton,
contracted by 13.5 percent, restricting the overall GDP growth rate by 0.6 percent.

Farming now is like ‘gambling with nature’
For Muhammad Hashim, a farmer in Pakistan’s largest province, Balochistan, farming in an
unpredictable climate is “like gambling with nature” due to the frequent floods and droughts that
have forced him to migrate multiple times.
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He has stuck to farming despite “watching helplessly our crops withering and failing year after
year”.

“Ten years ago, we had no choice but to leave our ancestral land and migrate in search of
survival,” said Hashim. “Then came the devastating floods of 2022. Everything we had rebuilt
was washed away. Our fields were destroyed again. The next year, we moved again. For a brief
time, we found some peace.

“I worked on my farm and at a shop. Our children were back in school, and life started to feel
normal.”

According to the Migration Policy Institute, more than eight million people were displaced by the
2022 floods, including farmers who gave up on their lands and moved to cities.

A United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) report on the 2022 floods said: “2022 will
be remembered as a critical, trying year for Pakistan, with growing macroeconomic and fiscal
concerns, a cost of living crisis impacting the most vulnerable, and cataclysmic floods whose
threats were multiplied by climate change.”

However, soon after, drought forced him to move again, but the “situation is worse than ever”.

“One year it’s floods, the next it’s drought,” he said, adding that if this pattern continued, his
farming days would be over.
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BUSINESS WORLD

Brief La Niña could bring more typhoons by September
By: Kyle Aristophere T. Atienza

A potential La Niña could start influencing weather patterns as early as September, mainly in
the form of more typhoons, the government weather service, known as PAGASA (Philippine
Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration), said.

In a statement, PAGASA said the prevailing weather pattern in the tropical Pacific, known as the
El Niño Southern Oscillation (ENSO)-neutral, is most likely to persist until October.

However, climate models indicate an increasing probability of a brief La Niña episode emerging
between September and December.

La Niña, the cool phase of ENSO, is characterized by unusually cool sea surface temperatures
in the central and eastern equatorial Pacific.

PAGASA said a La Niña Watch is issued when conditions are favorable for the development of
La Niña within the next six months, and the probability rises to above 55%.

It said La Niña typically result in an above-average number of tropical cyclones towards the end
of the year and above-normal rainfall in most of the Philippines, possibly bringing floods and
landslides to vulnerable areas, it added.

PAGASA said it will continue to “closely monitor the ongoing El Niño, its effect on the local
climate, and the possibility of La Niña.”

https://www.bworldonline.com/economy/2025/08/26/693909/brief-la-nina-could-bring-more-typhoons-by-september/
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DAILY GUARDIAN

Mangroves protect coasts, fight climate change in PH

Some plants are picky. They either suffocate when buried too deep or require a specific type of
soil to grow. They are high-maintenance, but did you know there’s a plant that can thrive both
on land and in water?

Mangroves are like the amphibians of plants. Just like their animal counterparts, they’re
adaptable to both land and saltwater. Found on tropical and subtropical shores, mangroves
have remarkably strong roots that grip and thrive in both environments.

How do mangroves impact our way of living? Their contributions to the environment, food
security, and protection of coastlines are especially important, as the Philippines remains
vulnerable to the dangers posed by natural hazards and climate change.

Mangrove forests, with their firm roots, serve as protective barriers, shielding coastlines from
extreme disasters such as floods and storms, and preventing erosion. Besides being protectors
of nature and its inhabitants, they also serve as biodiverse nursery habitats for a variety of fish,
crustaceans, and mollusk species. Mangrove ecosystems have become essential food sources
for coastal communities and animals.

Moreover, mangroves are key to climate change mitigation as a nature-based solution,
according to the World Wildlife Fund. They store carbon three to four times more per acre than
tropical forests. However, due to deforestation, their loss contributes to 10 percent of global
greenhouse gas emissions.

Despite their ability to thrive in both land and water environments, mangrove species are
endangered. According to the Philippines’ Climate Change Commission, the country has lost
more than 450,000 hectares of mangrove forests over the last century. Most recent statistics
show this has decreased to 311,400 hectares. Despite the significant reduction in mangrove
forest coverage, the Philippines remains home to many mangrove sites and continues efforts to
protect, preserve, and rehabilitate these vital ecosystems.

In Region 6, numerous mangrove forests benefit both coastal communities and surrounding
ecosystems. Among these is the 220-hectare Bakhawan Eco-Park in Kalibo, Aklan, which offers
an immersive nature experience through a 3-kilometer wood and bamboo boardwalk. Another is
the 44.22-hectare Katunggan it Ibajay in Ibajay, Aklan, which showcases 25 out of 35 mangrove
species found in the Philippines, including a century-old bungalon or api-api tree.

Meanwhile, the 14.28-kilometer Iloilo River Esplanade in Iloilo City showcases a blend of
modern design and natural beauty, with lush green mangroves running along both sides of the
river.

https://dailyguardian.com.ph/mangroves-protect-coasts-fight-climate-change-in-ph/
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Ironically, despite their benefits and contributions, mangrove forests are among the most
threatened habitats in the world. Overharvesting and overfishing are major causes of mangrove
loss, disrupting the ecological balance and threatening the sustainability of these ecosystems.
Another serious threat is pollution. Fertilizers, pesticides, sewage, toxic chemicals, and oil can
suffocate mangrove roots. These pollutants also affect marine animals and coral reefs.

“Mangrove forests have been an important ecosystem in the region because of the large
number of coastal communities. These mangrove forests are essential to the protection of both
the communities and the marine ecosystems,” said DENR 6 Regional Executive Director Raul L.
Lorilla.

“Mangrove forests will always be a vital ecosystem, and maintaining their purpose primarily lies
in the hands of the community and its people. Help us gain enough protection to safeguard
coastal areas,” he added.

Climate change directly affects nature, and the environment continues to be at risk because of
it—as mangrove ecosystems become increasingly vulnerable. This gives even more reason to
preserve and sustain the lives of mangrove trees, not just for the present, but for future
generations.
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GMA NEWS

ASEAN 2026 to focus on peace and security, maritime cooperation, climate change - DFA
By: Jiselle Anne Casucian

The Philippines' chairmanship of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) next year
will focus on issues such as peace and security, maritime cooperation, and climate change,
Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) Secretary Ma. Theresa Lazaro said on Wednesday.

During the hearing of the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations, the DFA also said the
Philippines aims to promote broader and deeper engagement with ASEAN external partners,
forge initiatives that will champion peace and security, provide stability, promote shared
prosperity, foster people empowerment, and carry on the progress made by previous chairs.

Meanwhile, the Philippines will try to clinch a non-permanent seat on the powerful United
Nations Security Council in 2026.

“So far, we have to secure the support of 129 countries, which is 2/3 of the total number of
countries in the general assembly. We are doing our best. It’s good, but we still have to do a lot
of work. Therefore, that’s the reason that this UNGA meeting in September is very important to
continue the campaign,” Lazaro said.

The term of a non-permanent member is two years.

https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/957188/asean-2026-to-focus-on-peace-and-security-maritime-cooperation-climate-change-dfa/story/
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MANILA BULLETIN

Marcos vows not to leave office until flood control issue is fixed
By: Argyll Cyrus Geducos

President Marcos declared that he would not leave Malacañang until the country’s flood control
problems were resolved, calling out corruption and poor workmanship in government projects.

“If there’s one thing I will not leave this office until I fix this. This is one of those things,” Marcos
said during an inspection of the Kennon Road rockshed project at Camp 6, Barangay Camp 4,
Tuba, Benguet, on Sunday, Aug. 24.

The President, joined by Baguio City Mayor Benjamin Magalong and Tuba Mayor Clarita Sal-
ongan, personally checked the 152-meter structure meant to protect motorists from landslides.
He pointed out major defects, including collapsed slope protection and erosion under the road.
“You can see for yourself na talagang hindi tinarabaho nang mabuti ito (you can see for yourself
that this was not properly done),” he said, adding that the project’s supposed safeguards
“collapsed immediately.”

Marcos noted that the P260 million spent on the project had “no effect whatsoever” in protecting
the area.

“Parang walang ginawa (It’s as if nothing was done),” he said.

“Wala silang tinayo, wala silang nilagay na wall, wala silang nilagay na riprap, wala silang
nilagay na slope protection (They did not build anything, they did not put up a wall, they did not
put riprap, they did not put slope protection),” he added.

According to the President, fixing the infrastructure would cost the government more.

“To correct this will cost double that. That's my top-of-the-head estimate. P500 million ito para
ayusin (to fix this),” he said.

“So, how can you tell me that it's not economic sabotage? Kinuha mo yung P260 million, wala
kaming nakitang effect dun sa kanyang ginawa na kontrata (You took P260 million, but we didn’t
see the effect of that contract),” he added.

Marcos linked the substandard work to what he described as economic sabotage, citing reports
that local businesses lost 35 percent of their income due to road access disruptions.
“It's not only the physical damage that you can see. It is also the damage to the economy. It is
also the damage to the people’s livelihood,” he said.

“Naghahanap-buhay lang naman ito mga taong ito, tinanggal sa kanila 35 percent na dapat
nilang hanapbuhay para ibulsa ang pera ng gobyerno (These people are just trying to earn a

https://mb.com.ph/2025/08/24/marcos-vows-not-to-leave-office-until-flood-control-issue-is-fixed
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living, but 35 percent of their livelihood was taken from them just so government money could
be pocketed),” he added.

The President also criticized the use of rock netting, which he said was notorious for corruption
and had already been banned. He claimed the netting was overpriced fourfold, with a market
price of P3,200 but charged to the government at P12,000.

“Kaya’t malala ito (That is why this is serious),” Marcos said, underscoring that contractors and
suppliers were profiting while public safety and livelihoods were put at risk.

Sunday’s site visit was the fifth inspection the President conducted on problematic flood control
projects.

“Panglima na yata nating inspection ito, and it’s always the same (This is probably our fifth
inspection, and it’s always the same),” he said.

Malacañang earlier said that President Marcos was determined to see the investigation into
flood control projects through.

The P273.93-million project was funded by the 2022 national budget. Implemented by the
Department of Public Works and Highways-Cordillera Administrative Region (DPWH-CAR), the
project began in January 2023 and was completed in April 2025.
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER

Experts: BARMM children exposed to climate risks
By: Edwin O. Fernandez

Children in the Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (BARMM), numbering
some 1.7 million, are vulnerable to climate change-related risks, studies by experts showed.

This is why the protection of families and children is a major focus of the recently launched
Bangsamoro Disaster Response Plan (BDRP), which was formulated with assistance from the
Korea International Cooperation Agency (Koica) and United Nations Children’s Fund (Unicef).

The BDRP is the region’s first multi-hazard response plan to address disasters and
emergencies in calamity-prone areas.

It prioritizes the safety and well-being of BARMM’s 1.7 million children and their families, many
of whom face increasing climate-related risks as established by studies as part of the plan
formulation led by the Ministry of Social Services and Development (MSSD).

The BDRP emphasized the importance of building resilience in a region frequently affected by
flash floods, landslides, typhoons, and man-made calamities triggered by armed hostilities.

It seeks to enhance the region’s capacity to respond effectively to natural disasters, armed
conflict, and other complex emergencies, thereby protecting lives, minimizing disruption to the
region’s post-conflict journey, and strengthening community resilience.

BDRP identified flooding and rain-induced landslides as among the most frequent and
damaging hazards in the region.

In October 2022, Tropical Storm ‘Paeng’ claimed 63 lives, displaced thousands, and caused
economic losses exceeding P3.5 billion.

Article continues after this advertisement

MSSD also noted that in July 2024, flash floods affected more than 187,000 families, mostly in
Maguindanao del Sur and Maguindanao del Norte.

These recurring emergencies threaten children’s lives and disrupt education, health services,
and peacebuilding in the post-conflict region, the agency said.

BARMM Chief Minister Abdulraof Macacua said the BDRP is “the embodiment of our shared
commitment to safeguarding life and property, upholding dignity, and strengthening our
resilience in the face of disasters and adversity.”

https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2100460/experts-barmm-children-exposed-to-climate-risks
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The plan was crafted with the participation of regional government agencies, local governments,
civil society organizations, and humanitarian partners..

“Koica is proud to support the Bangsamoro government through UNICEF in delivering this first-
ever Disaster Response Plan for BARMM,” said Koica Country Director Jung Youngsun.

“This plan is not just about responding to emergencies — it is about saving lives, protecting
children, and ensuring that communities can stand strong in the face of future disasters,” he
added.

Behzad Noubary, Unicef acting representative to the Philippines, said the BDRP not only
reduces the impact of emergencies on children and their families but also empowers them to
take part in the response.

“The Philippines is among the most disaster-prone countries in the world, and children are
especially vulnerable to climate and environmental shocks,” Noubary said.

MSSD Minister Raissa Jajurie said disasters caused by natural hazards, such as floods, rain-
induced landslides, storm surges, droughts, earthquakes, as well as human-induced disasters,
“are a reality in our community, and we must be ready to face them.”

She said BDRP represents “a commitment to our community’s safety.”
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PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY

Senate sets foreign policy focus on climate fund, OFWs
By: Wilnard Bacelonia

The Senate Committee on Foreign Relations on Wednesday opened its organizational meeting
and initial hearing by taking up the agreement between the Philippine government and the
Board of the Fund for Responding to Loss and Damage.

Committee chair Senator Imee Marcos emphasized the panel’s broad jurisdiction, covering the
country’s relations with other nations, ASEAN and UN engagement, multilateral organizations,
international agreements, and the welfare of overseas Filipinos.

She affirmed that Senate rules and procedures would govern all committee proceedings.

Senator Erwin Tulfo, meanwhile, called on the government to prioritize the protection of
overseas Filipino workers (OFWs), particularly in Taiwan and parts of China, amid tensions in
the West Philippine Sea.

He also urged stronger support for fisherfolk in Palawan and nearby provinces who continue to
face harassment in contested waters.

“Palawan is close to my heart. Our fishermen from Palawan and nearby provinces face daily
harassment, and their livelihoods are affected by the escalating conflict in the West Philippine
Sea,” Tulfo said.

Tulfo said while the Philippines observes the “One China Policy,” it must not be taken as license
to undermine Philippine sovereignty.

“We welcome cooperation, we seek peace but make no mistake, we will never trade our dignity
for diplomacy,” he added.

According to the Department of Foreign Affairs, there are an estimated 10.8 million overseas
Filipinos worldwide as of end-2024.

The largest populations are in the Americas (5.4 million), Asia and the Pacific (2.4 million), and
the Middle East (2.1 million), followed by Europe (806,000) and Africa (37,000).

Of this number, 3.7 million are documented migrant workers while 1.1 million are considered
irregular or undocumented.

Marcos said the committee’s first session reflected the dual priorities of advancing international
cooperation on environmental challenges while safeguarding the welfare of Filipinos overseas.

https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1257417
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Deputy Minority Leader Loren Legarda, designated as vice chairperson and principal author of
Republic Act 12019 or the “Loss and Damage Fund Board Act,” said international agreements
must translate into community safety and resilience.

“I look forward to the collective wisdom of this Committee in ensuring that our efforts in our
foreign relations are felt in the safety of our communities, the security of our livelihoods, and the
resilience of our nation,” she said.

'Strengthen foresight on climate change'

Legarda earlier underscored the Philippines’ leadership in climate diplomacy as she addressed
the Regional Foresight Conference on Emerging International Issues in Parañaque City.

She urged Southeast Asian nations to strengthen foresight and preparedness against climate
change, technological disruptions, pandemics, and regional security concerns including the
South China Sea.

“To speak of foresight in this context is not an academic exercise. It is the most practical
expression of survival and the most strategic expression of leadership,” she said.

She cited the Manila Call to Action on Climate Change, the country’s leadership in the Climate
Vulnerable Forum and V20 Group, and collaborations with global leaders including Ban Ki-moon,
Bill Gates, and Kristalina Georgieva in advancing climate adaptation strategies.
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THE NEWS YORK TIMES

Trump, With Tariffs and Threats, Tries to Strong-Arm Nations to Retreat on Climate Goals
By: Lisa Friedman

President Trump is not only working to stop a transition away from fossil fuels in the United
States, he is pressuring other countries to relax their pledges to fight climate change and
instead burn more oil, gas and coal.

Mr. Trump, who has joined with Republicans in Congress to shred federal support for electric
vehicles and for solar and wind energy, is applying tariffs, levies and other mechanisms of the
world’s biggest economy to induce other countries to burn more fossil fuels. His animus is
particularly focused on the wind industry, which is a well-established and growing source of
electricity in several European countries as well as in China and Brazil.

During a cabinet meeting on Tuesday, Mr. Trump said he was trying to educate other nations.
“I’m trying to have people learn about wind real fast, and I think I’ve done a good job, but not
good enough because some countries are still trying,” Mr. Trump said. He said countries were
“destroying themselves” with wind energy and said, “I hope they get back to fossil fuels.”

Two weeks ago, the administration promised to punish countries — by applying tariffs, visa
restrictions and port fees — that vote for a global agreement to slash greenhouse gas emissions
from the shipping sector.

Days later in Geneva, the Trump administration joined Saudi Arabia and other oil-producing
countries to oppose limits on the production of petroleum-based plastics, which have exploded
in use in recent years and are polluting waterways, harming wildlife and have even been
detected in the human brain.

Last month, the Trump administration struck a trade deal with the European Union in which it
agreed to reduce some tariffs if the bloc purchased $750 billion in American oil and gas over
three years. That deal has raised concerns in some European countries because it would
conflict with plans to reduce the use of fossil fuels, the burning of which is the main driver of
climate change.

“They are clearly using various tools in an attempt to increase the use of fossil fuels around the
world instead of decrease,” Jennifer Morgan, Germany’s former special envoy for climate action,
said.

Also last month, Energy Secretary Chris Wright warned that the United States could pull out of
the International Energy Agency after the organization predicted that global oil demand would
peak this decade instead of continue to climb.

https://www.nytimes.com/2025/08/27/climate/trump-international-pressure-climate-oil.html?searchResultPosition=3
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Mr. Wright told Europeans in April that they faced a choice between the “freedom and
sovereignty” of abundant fossil fuels and the policies of “climate alarmism” that would make
them less prosperous.

Taylor Rogers, a White House spokeswoman, said Mr. Trump’s goal was “restoring America’s
energy dominance, ensuring energy independence to protect our national security and driving
down costs for American families and businesses,” and added, “The Trump Administration will
not jeopardize our country’s economic and national security to pursue vague climate goals.”

Energy experts and European officials called the level of pressure Mr. Trump is exerting on
other countries worrisome. Last year, the hottest on record, was the first calendar year in which
the global average temperature exceeded 1.5 degrees Celsius, or 2.7 degrees Fahrenheit,
above preindustrial levels. Along with that came deadly heat, severe drought and devastating
wildfires. This year is on track to be the second- or third-hottest on record, according to data
from several agencies.

Scientists widely agree that to avoid worsening consequences of climate change, countries
need to rapidly transition away from oil, gas and coal to clean energy sources like wind, solar,
geothermal power and hydropower.

“At this moment in time it is absolutely imperative that countries double down, triple down, on
their collaboration in the face of the climate crisis to not allow the active efforts for a fossil fuel
world by the Trump administration succeed,” Ms. Morgan said.

Mr. Trump routinely mocks the established science of climate change and his administration has
issued a report, written by five researchers who reject the scientific consensus on climate
change, arguing that hundreds of the world’s leading experts have overstated the risks of a
warming planet. The president also has made no secret of his disgust for wind turbines and
solar panels.

Those disparagements don’t end at the water’s edge.

In July, Mr. Trump visited his Turnberry golf resort in Scotland, where 14 years ago he tried
unsuccessfully to stop construction of an offshore wind farm that could be seen from another
Trump golf resort in Aberdeen.

During that visit, Mr. Trump met with Ursula von der Leyen, the president of the European
Commission, to discuss trade. He denounced wind power as a “con job.” Ms. von der Leyen sat
expressionless next to Mr. Trump during a news conference after their meeting as the president
falsely claimed wind turbines drive birds “loco.”

In a separate meeting with Prime Minister Keir Starmer of Britain that week, Mr. Trump called
wind energy “a disaster.”
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Wind accounts for about 20 percent of the electricity mix in Europe, and E.U. countries plan to
increase that to more than 50 percent by 2050.

“Wind needs massive subsidies, and you are paying in Scotland and in U.K., and in all over the
place where they have them, massive subsidies to have these ugly monsters all over the place,”
Mr. Trump said in his meeting with Mr. Starmer.

A multicolored banner reads "Make Pollutes Pay Shipping Levy Now" and is attached to a
pontoon boat in the middle of the murky brown waters of the Thames.

The arm-twisting goes far beyond Mr. Trump’s actions during his first term, some observers said.
As he did in 2017, Mr. Trump in January withdrew the United States from the Paris Agreement,
a global pact among nearly 200 countries to fight climate change. But during the first term, Mr.
Trump primarily focused his energy policy on withdrawing the United States from global
discussions about climate change while he promoted domestic fossil fuel production.

This time around, the administration is “actively trying to undermine countries” on global
warming, said David L. Goldwyn, president of Goldwyn Global Strategies, an energy consulting
firm.

Several diplomats from other countries said that the administration has used increasingly
aggressive tactics to influence international energy policies.

In February, Mr. Wright addressed a conference in London via video and called net zero (when
the amount of carbon dioxide added to the atmosphere is equal to or less than the amount
removed) a “sinister goal” and criticized a British law to reach net zero by 2050.

In March, the Trump administration denounced the United Nations Sustainable Development
Goals, which were adopted by nations unanimously in 2015 and include ending poverty and
hunger, and addressing climate change. The administration said “the government of the United
States must refocus on the interests of Americans,” and course-correct on things like “climate
ideology.”

The Trump administration declined to attend global negotiations this summer that are a
precursor to annual United Nations climate talks to be held in Brazil in November.

It also skipped an April meeting of the International Maritime Organization where the world’s
largest shipping countries agreed to impose a minimum fee of $100 for every ton of greenhouse
gases emitted by ships above certain thresholds as a way of curbing emissions. The body had
been expected to formally adopt the fee in October.

But the administration’s announcement this month that it would reject the maritime organization
deal shocked many with its blunt promise that the United States would “not hesitate to retaliate
or explore remedies for our citizens” against other countries that support the shipping fee.
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Meanwhile, virtually all of the Trump administration’s trade deals include requirements that the
trading partners buy U.S. oil and gas.

South Korea promised to buy $100 billion worth of liquefied natural gas over an unstated period
of time. Japan is also expected to invest $550 billion in the United States, partially focused on
“energy infrastructure production.” A White House statement said that the money would include
liquefied natural gas and advanced fuels. The administration said the United States and Japan
also were planning a “major expansion of U.S. energy exports to Japan.” That is widely believed
to be a reference to a proposed $44 billion project to ship gas to Asia from the North Slope of
Alaska.

Europe narrowly avoided a trade war with Mr. Trump by agreeing, among other things, to
purchase $750 billion in crude oil, natural gas, other petroleum derivatives and nuclear reactor
fuel over three years.

On an annual basis, that would amount to more than three times the amount the bloc bought
last year from the United States.

“You see a more systematic attempt to be a fossil fuel first strategy to everything that they do,”
said Jake Schmidt, director of international programs at the Natural Resources Defense Council,
an environmental group.

The administration may slow the transition to clean energy by other countries but cannot stop it,
Mr. Schmidt said. Most countries that signed the Paris Agreement will submit more ambitious
targets for reducing their greenhouse gas emissions to the United Nations this year, although
some may temper those plans because of the U.S. position, he said.

Diana Furchtgott-Roth, director of the Center for Energy, Climate and Environment at the
Heritage Foundation, a conservative research organization, argued that the Trump
administration was doing the right thing by pressuring countries to reject renewable energy.

“Europe is coming to the United States saying, ‘Help defend us against Russia, help us with
Ukraine,’” Ms. Furchtgott-Roth said. “Where at the same time, they’re spending $350 billion a
year on green energy investments that are slowing their economies.”

“It doesn’t seem to make very much sense to the Trump administration,” she said, adding, “I
think we’re going to see more pressure.”

A correction was made on Aug. 27, 2025: An earlier version of this article described incorrectly
the setting in which Chris Wright, the energy secretary, called net-zero targets a “sinister goal.”
He made the remarks remotely, via video, not in person in London.
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Wika at klima: Filipino heroism and resilience amid the climate crisis
By: Secretary Robert EA Borje

As we celebrate Buwan ng Wika and National Heroes Day, we are reminded that heroism is not
confined to the past. Our heroes — from José Rizal with his pen to Andrés Bonifacio with his
courage — fought not only for independence but for the vision of a nation worthy of its people’s
sacrifice. Their message endures: true heroism is a sustained commitment to the common
good.

Today, that vision faces a new struggle: the climate crisis. Its signs are all around us — stronger
typhoons, harsher droughts, rising seas. Left unchecked, it could undo decades of progress.
The World Bank warns that climate damages could cost the Philippines up to 7.6 percent of
GDP by 2030 and 13.6 percent by 2040. The new battlefield is not on revolution’s frontlines but
in our ecosystems and communities. And again, the times demand heroes.

But the heroes we need today are not only those who sit in high office or draft national laws.
They are also the leaders and citizens who speak the language of their people — who translate
science and policy into action that transforms daily lives.

At the national level, there is direction and resolve. Under President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.’s
leadership, we have launched the Philippines’ first National Adaptation Plan (2023 to 2050) — a
roadmap to guide strategic, unified climate action. Senator Loren Legarda, through her
pioneering work on climate, disaster, and sustainability laws, has long ensured that resilience is
embedded in governance. Their leadership sets the framework.

Yet frameworks only breathe life through local action — through leaders and communities who
act with courage in the language their people understand.

In Bukidnon’s Manolo Fortich, farmers are turning bamboo into resilience. At the Bamboo Farm
Business School, they learn not only to cultivate to protect hills but to market bamboo — from
traditional baskets to modern bahay kubo. The Silyang Pinoy Project creates bamboo chairs
that double as beds in emergencies. Supported by Congressman Joeman Alba’s Bamboo
Economic Enterprise Program, these projects speak directly to farmers: livelihood today,
security tomorrow.

In Antique, communities are restoring mangroves to defend coastlines. Thousands of
propagules have been planted in Mag-aba, Pandan, protecting homes, supporting fisherfolk,
and reviving ecosystems. These echo Senator Legarda’s call to “Build with Nature,” a message
that resonates with locals who depend on the sea for survival. With help from the Climate
Change Commission, local government units update their climate action plans so that local
wisdom is reinforced by science.

In Leyte, Representative Anna Veloso-Tuazon brought together mayors, scientists, and
communities to view climate risks firsthand with integrated nature-based solutions lens — from
bamboo corridors to mangrove walls and greener hillsides. Working together, communities are
hard at work in updating Local Climate Change Action Plans to consider impact and solutions

https://tribune.net.ph/2025/08/24/wika-at-klima-filipino-heroism-and-resilience-amid-the-climate-crisis
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beyond one’s own. These dialogues, rooted in local realities, show how adaptation is not
abstract policy but concrete action woven into infrastructure, tourism, and regional development.

The lesson is clear: national leadership sets the course, but local heroes steer the way. Every
bamboo planted, every mangrove restored, every plan translated into practice is an act of
modern heroism.

This is the language of transformative climate action — not technical jargon, but the everyday
words and solutions that communities live by. It is a language that empowers, unites, and
inspires action.

On this National Heroes Day and Buwan ng Wika, let us honor not only the champions of the
past but also the climate defenders of today — leaders, communities and ordinary Filipinos who
prove that heroism is alive.

The legacy of yesterday’s heroes is the nation they gave us. The legacy of today’s climate
heroes will be a resilient and sustainable future. In this fight, heroism is our shared duty, and our
common language of action.
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DAILY GUARDIAN

Mangroves protect coasts, fight climate change in PH

Some plants are picky. They either suffocate when buried too deep or require a specific type of
soil to grow. They are high-maintenance, but did you know there’s a plant that can thrive both
on land and in water?

Mangroves are like the amphibians of plants. Just like their animal counterparts, they’re
adaptable to both land and saltwater. Found on tropical and subtropical shores, mangroves
have remarkably strong roots that grip and thrive in both environments.

How do mangroves impact our way of living? Their contributions to the environment, food
security, and protection of coastlines are especially important, as the Philippines remains
vulnerable to the dangers posed by natural hazards and climate change.

Mangrove forests, with their firm roots, serve as protective barriers, shielding coastlines from
extreme disasters such as floods and storms, and preventing erosion. Besides being protectors
of nature and its inhabitants, they also serve as biodiverse nursery habitats for a variety of fish,
crustaceans, and mollusk species. Mangrove ecosystems have become essential food sources
for coastal communities and animals.

Moreover, mangroves are key to climate change mitigation as a nature-based solution,
according to the World Wildlife Fund. They store carbon three to four times more per acre than
tropical forests. However, due to deforestation, their loss contributes to 10 percent of global
greenhouse gas emissions.

Despite their ability to thrive in both land and water environments, mangrove species are
endangered. According to the Philippines’ Climate Change Commission, the country has lost
more than 450,000 hectares of mangrove forests over the last century. Most recent statistics
show this has decreased to 311,400 hectares. Despite the significant reduction in mangrove
forest coverage, the Philippines remains home to many mangrove sites and continues efforts to
protect, preserve, and rehabilitate these vital ecosystems.

In Region 6, numerous mangrove forests benefit both coastal communities and surrounding
ecosystems. Among these is the 220-hectare Bakhawan Eco-Park in Kalibo, Aklan, which offers
an immersive nature experience through a 3-kilometer wood and bamboo boardwalk. Another is
the 44.22-hectare Katunggan it Ibajay in Ibajay, Aklan, which showcases 25 out of 35 mangrove
species found in the Philippines, including a century-old bungalon or api-api tree.

Meanwhile, the 14.28-kilometer Iloilo River Esplanade in Iloilo City showcases a blend of
modern design and natural beauty, with lush green mangroves running along both sides of the
river.

Ironically, despite their benefits and contributions, mangrove forests are among the most
threatened habitats in the world. Overharvesting and overfishing are major causes of mangrove
loss, disrupting the ecological balance and threatening the sustainability of these ecosystems.
Another serious threat is pollution. Fertilizers, pesticides, sewage, toxic chemicals, and oil can
suffocate mangrove roots. These pollutants also affect marine animals and coral reefs.

https://dailyguardian.com.ph/mangroves-protect-coasts-fight-climate-change-in-ph/
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“Mangrove forests have been an important ecosystem in the region because of the large
number of coastal communities. These mangrove forests are essential to the protection of both
the communities and the marine ecosystems,” said DENR 6 Regional Executive Director Raul L.
Lorilla.

“Mangrove forests will always be a vital ecosystem, and maintaining their purpose primarily lies
in the hands of the community and its people. Help us gain enough protection to safeguard
coastal areas,” he added.

Climate change directly affects nature, and the environment continues to be at risk because of it
—as mangrove ecosystems become increasingly vulnerable. This gives even more reason to
preserve and sustain the lives of mangrove trees, not just for the present, but for future
generations.
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Philippines, United Arab Emirates Mark 51 Years Of Ties With Tree Planting For Climate
Action

The Climate Change Commission (CCC), in partnership with the Embassy of the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) and various national government agencies and the Society of Filipino Foresters,
Inc. (SFFI), planted indigenous trees at the La Mesa Nature Reserve to expand carbon
sequestration areas and promote nature-based solutions to bolster climate resilience.

The tree planting, held on Aug. 13, was also part of the 51st anniversary celebration of bilateral
relations between the Philippines and the UAE.

CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje emphasized the tree-growing
activity as a symbol of shared climate responsibility.

“This initiative is our joint responsibility to address climate change and protect our planet,
reinforcing the importance of sustainable development of our bilateral cooperation. This will
leave a lasting legacy of environmental stewardship for generations to come,” he said in a news
release on Monday.

UAE Ambassador to the Philippines H.E. Mohamed Obaid Salem Al Qattam Alzaabi likened the
partnership to the resilience of the Narra tree.

“Like the Narra tree, a symbol of resilience and growth, our bilateral relations – rooted for over
five decades in mutual respect, cooperation, core values, and shared thought – continue to
flourish,” Ambassador Alzaabi said.

“As we plant this tree today, may it stand for generations as a living symbol of our shared
commitment to a greener, more sustainable future,” he added.

Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) Undersecretary Jonas Leones said
the Philippines continues to pursue a whole-of-nation and whole-of-society approach in tackling
the climate crisis.

“This event reflects that vision, one where international collaboration, inter-agency convergence,
and community involvement are central to achieving long-term climate resilience,” he said.

Participants planted 100 molave and narra seedlings, native tree species that provide vital
wildlife habitat and thrive in local ecosystems.

The CCC remains steadfast in working with partners to push forward climate action and
promote a climate-smart and climate-resilient Philippines. (

https://pageone.ph/philippines-united-arab-emirates-mark-51-years-of-ties-with-tree-planting-for-climate-action/
https://pageone.ph/philippines-united-arab-emirates-mark-51-years-of-ties-with-tree-planting-for-climate-action/


27

PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY

PH, UAE marks 51 years of diplomatic ties with joint tree-growing drive
By: John Lester Naguna

The Philippines and the United Arab Emirates celebrated 51 years of bilateral relations by
planting indigenous trees at the La Mesa Nature Reserve, a symbolic act aimed at bolstering
climate resilience and promoting shared environmental stewardship.

The tree-growing initiative, a collaboration between the Philippine Climate Change Commission
(CCC) and the UAE Embassy in Manila, saw the planting of 100 Molave and Narra seedlings.
Officials said the event underscores the two nations’ commitment to climate action through
nature-based solutions.

“This initiative is our joint responsibility to address climate change and protect our planet,
reinforcing the importance of sustainable development of our bilateral cooperation,” said CCC
Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert EA Borje. “This will leave a lasting legacy of
environmental stewardship for generations to come.”

UAE Ambassador to the Ph.ilippines Mohamed Obaid Salem Al Qattam Alzaabi likened the
partnership to the resilience of the Narra tree, a symbol of the Philippines.

“Like the Narra tree, a symbol of resilience and growth, our bilateral relations—rooted for over
five decades in mutual respect, cooperation, core values, and shared thought—continue to
flourish,” Ambassador Alzaabi said.

The event is part of the Carbon Neutral Program (CNP) Convergence, a series of forestation
initiatives led by the Society of Filipino Foresters Inc. (SFFI). The program, adopted by the CCC,
the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), and the Professional
Regulation Commission (PRC), aims to plant 10 million trees by 2030 to increase the country’s
carbon sequestration capacity.

DENR Undersecretary Jonas R. Leones highlighted the event as an example of a “whole-of-
nation and whole-of-society approach” to tackling the climate crisis, emphasizing the importance
of international collaboration and community involvement.

The youth sector also participated, with National Youth Commission Chairperson Joseph
Francisco R. Ortega stressing the critical role of young people in addressing the global crisis.

“No matter how strong you think the trees are, the storms are getting worse,” Ortega said.
“There is really a need for us young people to understand the value of trees.”

The tree-planting drive is aligned with the Philippines’ Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC)
under the Paris Agreement, which commits the country to a 75% reduction in greenhouse gas
emissions by 2030.

https://pia.gov.ph/ph-uae-marks-51-years-of-diplomatic-ties-with-joint-tree-growing-drive/
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Manila City launches digital literacy festival to empower youth online

The City of Manila, through the Office of Councilor Yanyan Ibay, the Sangguniang Kabataan
Federation-Manila, and the Manila Youth Development and Welfare Bureau (MYDWB), in
partnership with Lyceum of the Philippines University Manila, presents “TeknoLodi: Lodi sa
Digital Literacy,” a youth-focused digital literacy festival designed to empower young Filipinos to
become responsible, ethical, and influential digital citizens.

Happening this Linggo ng Kabataan (Youth week) 2025, on August 28 and 29 at Lyceum of the
Philippines University Manila, #TeknoLodi aims to equip the next generation of Manila’s youth
leaders with the knowledge, skills, and tools to navigate the digital world safely, critically, and
purposefully.

From combating misinformation and cyberbullying to responsibly harnessing AI and leveraging
technology for social, civic, and climate action, the festival centers on youth empowerment
through digital literacy.

“Digital literacy is not just about technology, it’s about shaping a generation that can think
critically, act responsibly, and use the internet to create positive impact,” said Manila Councilor
Yanyan Ibay.

“Through #TeknoLodi, we are nurturing LODIS: youth leaders who are not only tech-savvy but
also socially conscious and ethically grounded,” she said.

Festival highlights
Day 1 – August 28

For the first day, Manila Councilor Joaquin Domagoso will be the guest of honor. The
breakout sessions will include John Philip Bravo, chairperson of Young Filipino Advocates of
Critical Thinking; Christian Dasalla, GoodGov PH secretary; Samantha Bagayas, head of civic
engagement of Rappler; and Cath Lerios, Canva expert.

Day 2 – August 29:

The special guests on Day are Miss International PH 2025 Anne Patricia Lorenzo Diaz,
Akbayan Representative Chel Diokno; National Youth Commission Chairperson Jeff Ortega;
Department of Information and Communications Technology Secretary Henry Aguda; Climate
Change Commission PH Undersecretary Robert EA Borje; and Cj Hirro of the Peanut Gallery
Media Network

The creators’ panel will feature Gab Bayan, Barangay Santolan Chairman, Pasig City; writer
and model Maddie Cruz, and Horizon artist and content creator Xai Smith.

https://www.rappler.com/bulletin-board/manila-city-digital-literacy-festival-empower-youth/
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Senators Bam Aquino and Win Gatchalian will deliver messages, while Lyceum of the
Philippines University Manila president Roberto Laurel will give a solidarity message.

The activities and digital labs that festival participants will engage in are the following:

Interactive digital booths: EGovPH, National Youth Commission, PLAN International Pilipinas
Workshops and panel discussions: From digital citizenship, cyberbullying awareness, and AI
ethics, to e-governance and climate activism

Competitions: Digital poster making, TikTok content creation challenge, and tech innovation
competition, all designed to showcase creativity, critical thinking, and practical digital skills.

TeknoLodi is more than a festival, it’s a movement for positive digital engagement. By placing
youth at the center, the event seeks to foster critical thinking, online resilience, and responsible
advocacy. It encourages participants not only to consume information responsibly but also to
become active creators, fact-checkers, and change-makers in their communities.

At the end of the festival, #TeknoLodi will launch a digital movement composed of
representatives from Sangguniang Kabataan councils, university and college student councils,
youth-serving organizations, and campus-based organizations.

With guidance from Rappler’s civic engagement arm MovePH, this digital movement will serve
as a nationwide coalition of young advocates committed to:

 Promoting digital literacy and online safety
 Combating misinformation and cyberbullying
 Using digital platforms to drive social, civic, and environmental initiatives

This initiative will ensure that the skills and advocacy nurtured during the festival continue to
grow, creating a network of empowered youth who can lead safe and responsible digital
communities in Manila and beyond.

Event details
Dates: August 28–29, 2025
Venue: Lyceum of the Philippines University Manila
Registration: By confirmed email only. Strictly no walk-ins.

Special thanks to our partners: LPU Manila Central Student Government, National Youth
Commission, GoodGov PH, Plan International Pilipinas
Media partners: Rappler, Iskoolmates
Event safety support: Manila Police District, Manila DRRM Office
Sponsors: BlkTorque Clothing, Prime Travel International, Liberty Food Mart

Mga Batang Maynila, tara na! Let’s prove that in the digital world, we are the true LODIS!
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