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● COP30 CEO: ‘We need a better strategy to transition away from fossil fuels’
● Brian Poe, Javi Benitez, Ryan Recto forge ties with UP
● Experts find link between Cebu’s colonial past and present flood woes
● A new wave of clean-energy innovation is building

CCC IN THE NEWS:

● CCC praises Paete LGU for climate action
● PH, UAE mark 51 years of ties with tree planting for climate action
● Experts meet to tackle building climate-resilient, sustainable economy
● Experts reiterate the role of R&D in DRR, says multi-level collaboration is crucial for

more resilient PH

ECO BUSINESS

COP30 CEO: ‘We need a better strategy to transition away from fossil fuels’
By: Fermin Koop

From 10-21 November, Brazil will host the United Nations climate change conference, COP30,
in the northern city of Belém, the first such summit to be held in the Amazon region. This
symbolic and strategic choice has placed nature, Indigenous peoples and the Global South at
the centre of international climate diplomacy.

PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER

Brian Poe, Javi Benitez, Ryan Recto forge ties with UP
By: Jan Escosio

Reps. Brian Poe (FPJ Panday Bayanihan party-list), Javi Benitez (Negros Occidental), and
Ryan Recto (Lipa City) — paid a courtesy visit to the University of the Philippines (UP) to
strengthen collaboration on critical national priorities, including climate resilience, artificial
intelligence (AI), and the creative industries.

RAPPLER

Experts find link between Cebu’s colonial past and present flood woes
By: Jhm Sitchon

Historical maps from the Spanish colonial era showed a link between the reformation of Cebu
City’s waterways and present flooding incidents, experts said at a forum organized by Palm
Grass Cebu Heritage Hotel on Saturday, August 16.

https://www.eco-business.com/news/cop30-ceo-we-need-a-better-strategy-to-transition-away-from-fossil-fuels/
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2097872/brian-poe-javi-benitez-ryan-recto-forge-ties-with-up
https://www.rappler.com/philippines/visayas/cebu-colonial-past-flooding-experts-maps/


2

THE ECONOMIST

A new wave of clean-energy innovation is building

Make your way around the busy warehouses of Torrance, near the twin ports of Los Angeles
and Long Beach, and you will find an unexpected sight. Dozens of electrified 18-wheelers
belonging to Maersk, a Danish logistics firm, are hooked up to fast chargers. The lorries are
tapping into electricity from linear generators, which are more efficient, and thus greener, than
traditional rotating ones. These generators are the product of Mainspring, a Californian startup
that has raised over $250m this year.

CCC IN THE NEWS:

MANILA STANDARD

CCC praises Paete LGU for climate action

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) has strengthened its carbon offsetting program, the
Net Zero Challenge (NZC), with the help of the local government unit (LGU) of Paete, Laguna
and state-owned National Power Corp. (NPC).

PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY

PH, UAE mark 51 years of ties with tree planting for climate action

The Climate Change Commission (CCC), in partnership with the Embassy of the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) and various national government agencies and the Society of Filipino Foresters,
Inc. (SFFI), planted indigenous trees at the La Mesa Nature Reserve to expand carbon
sequestration areas and promote nature-based solutions to bolster climate resilience.

THE MANILA TIMES

Experts meet to tackle building climate-resilient, sustainable economy

The Philippine Association for the Advancement of Science and Technology (PhilASST), in
partnership with the Department of Science and Technology-National Capital Region (DOST-
NCR) gathered experts from various national government agencies to discuss insights on
building a climate-resilient and sustainable economy.

Experts reiterate the role of R&D in DRR, says multi-level collaboration is crucial for
more resilient PH

Experts from the Department of Science and Technology – Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical
and Astronomical Services Administration (DOST-Pagasa) and Philippine Institute of
Volcanology and Seismology (PhiVolcs) reiterated the vital role of research and development
(R&D) in improving disaster risk reduction (DRR) and climate change adaptation, stressing the
need for more multi-sectoral collaboration.

Information and Knowledge Management Division

https://www.economist.com/business/2025/08/14/a-new-wave-of-clean-energy-innovation-is-building
https://manilastandard.net/environmental-and-sustainability/314631553/ccc-praises-paete-lgu-for-climate-action.html
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1256886
https://www.manilatimes.net/2025/08/19/tmt-newswire/experts-meet-to-tackle-building-climate-resilient-sustainable-economy/2170087
https://www.manilatimes.net/2025/08/19/tmt-newswire/experts-reiterate-the-role-of-rd-in-drr-says-multi-level-collaboration-is-crucial-for-more-resilient-ph/2169901
https://www.manilatimes.net/2025/08/19/tmt-newswire/experts-reiterate-the-role-of-rd-in-drr-says-multi-level-collaboration-is-crucial-for-more-resilient-ph/2169901
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COP30 CEO: ‘We need a better strategy to transition away from fossil fuels’
By: Fermin Koop

From 10-21 November, Brazil will host the United Nations climate change conference, COP30,
in the northern city of Belém, the first such summit to be held in the Amazon region. This
symbolic and strategic choice has placed nature, Indigenous peoples and the Global South at
the centre of international climate diplomacy.

COP30 will focus on the delivery of the new annual climate finance target agreed at COP29:
US$300 billion a year in public climate finance from developed to developing countries – three
times the previous target – by 2035; US$1.3 trillion a year when combined with private sources.

The links between climate change mitigation and biodiversity protection will also be in the
spotlight, as will the energy transition.

The delivery and implementation of recently updated national climate plans will be another
focus, given that all parties to the Paris Agreement are expected to submit the next instalment of
these five-year plans, called nationally determined contributions (NDCs), by September.

Ana Toni is Brazil’s national secretary for climate change. Being appointed COP30’s chief
executive officer has granted her a key role in shaping the outcome of the conference. Talking
to Dialogue Earth, Toni speaks about the Brazilian government’s priorities for the summit, the
role of fossil fuels in the energy transition, and the challenging but necessary struggle for more
climate finance.

Dialogue Earth: What would a successful COP30 look like from a Global South perspective?
Ana Toni: There are three issues we would like to be delivered, which are priorities for
developing countries. First, adaptation. This is a key topic for the Global South. We hope to
make progress on the Global Goal on Adaptation [an international framework with progress
targets] and also on adaptation finance, technology transfers, capacity building and nature-
based solutions to adaptation. Second, to protect the climate, we need to protect nature. That’s
important not only for Amazonian countries but also for others in the Global South. Third,
speeding up implementation broadly.

You’ve emphasised the need to break out of the “walls” of climate negotiations. What will that
mean in practice at COP30?

We have made great decisions since the UNFCCC [United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change] was born, and we know what we need to do. We agreed on important things
during the global stocktake at COP28 [the assessment of countries’ collective progress on the
long-term goals of the Paris Agreement], such as stopping deforestation, tripling renewables
and transitioning away from fossil fuels. Now we need to ensure implementation and for
everyone to go faster. Everybody has to be part of accelerating the action.

But many of the tasks needed won’t come from the UNFCCC or COP. For example, reforming
the multilateral banks.

Brazil’s President Lula da Silva recently said the country will continue producing and exporting
fossil fuels as global demand continues. How does that fit into the energy transition?

https://www.eco-business.com/news/cop30-ceo-we-need-a-better-strategy-to-transition-away-from-fossil-fuels/
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All countries agreed to transition away from fossil fuels; that’s our common ground. Let’s not go
back on this, as there’s an agreement in place. Lula said that we need to stop being dependent
on fossil fuels. There’s a dependency on consumption, despite cheaper and cleaner
alternatives, and a dependency on revenue from fossil fuels, such as the royalties that countries
get. Guyana’s only income is from fossil fuels.* We need a better strategy on how the transition
will take place. Every country has to have that debate, particularly in their NDCs, as Brazil did.

Finance for action on climate change is central to the Global South’s COP30 demands. What
kind of breakthrough do you hope to see?
Signals from donor countries are going in the opposite direction – they are cutting their aid
budget and spending on the military. There’s no indication that at COP they will review that. We
shouldn’t fool ourselves. The US$300 billion finance commitment has already been agreed at
COP29, and now the question is to ensure that the funds are delivered.

We are also in the process of mobilising the full US$1.3 trillion. The process is going very well.
There were several consultations and submissions by countries and we created a circle of
finance ministers. We expect the COP29 and COP30 presidents to come up with a robust
roadmap to reach the US$1.3 trillion. What happens to the roadmap after is up to the parties.

There’s been criticism over Belém’s infrastructure, lack of accessibility and preparedness. How
are you responding to those concerns, and what’s being done to ensure COP30 is logistically
successful?
Lula announced that the COP would be in Belém much in advance, at COP28. We want to
show what the Amazon looks like – many people have different ideas about what the Amazon
is. Most of the emissions from Brazil come from deforestation, and we don’t want to hide that.
Let us have COP in the same place that is the source of those emissions, but also a solution to
climate change. I have no doubt that despite the logistical problems, we’ll be able to
accommodate everyone comfortably.

Do you expect global geopolitical tensions to distract from COP30?

The military and tariff wars will take people’s attention from COP and negatively influence the
outcome of the summit. They are taking away our energy and finances. But it’s the reality that
we are dealing with. We will do all we can to reinforce multilateralism by getting all countries
together to talk about climate. We need everyone on board.
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Brian Poe, Javi Benitez, Ryan Recto forge ties with UP
By: Jan Escosio

Reps. Brian Poe (FPJ Panday Bayanihan party-list), Javi Benitez (Negros Occidental), and
Ryan Recto (Lipa City) — paid a courtesy visit to the University of the Philippines (UP) to
strengthen collaboration on critical national priorities, including climate resilience, artificial
intelligence (AI), and the creative industries.

The three lawmakers were invited by UP president Atty. Angelo “Jijil” Jimenez following their
recent filing of House Bill No. 2577, a landmark measure that seeks to establish the UP National
Climate Resilience Institute (UP NCRI). The bill aims to transform the existing UP Resilience
Institute into a fully funded, institutionalized national hub for climate risk governance, scientific
foresight, and community-centered adaptation.

Partnership grounded in science and legislation
The meeting, hosted at the UP Executive House, was warmly led by Jimenez, joined by vice
president for academic affairs Lorraine Symaco; assistant vice president for student affairs Shari
Niña Oliquino; UP Resilience Institute executive director Dr. Mahar Lagmay; Dr. Carlos Primero
Gundran, UPRI director for institution building; Dr. Likha Minimo, UPRI director for knowledge
sharing; College of Engineering dean Dr. Tonette Tanchuling; AI coordinator Dr. Prospero
Naval; Engineering associate dean for public engagement Prof. Dr. Rowaldo del Mundo;
president’s chief of staff Dr. Michelle Ong.

According to the lawmakers, the partnership is anchored on the principle that strong legislation
must be backed by rigorous science and research. The UP leadership emphasized that the
university is ready to provide the data, analysis, and academic expertise needed to strengthen
the lawmakers’ climate and resilience agenda.

Jimenez underscored this during the dinner dialogue. He explained that UP is committed to
providing the science, evidence, and research that will empower our lawmakers to craft
legislation that is both timely and transformative. By combining UP’s intellectual capital with
Congress’ political will, he hopes to institutionalize solutions that will not only address today’s
risks, but also safeguard future generations.

Benitez echoed this convergence of policy and science, saying the dinner “was more than a
courtesy call, it was a commitment to work hand in hand with the University of the Philippines in
advancing climate resilience, harnessing artificial intelligence, and strengthening the creative
industries. Grounded in science and data, this partnership will help us build a more resilient,
innovative, and future-ready Philippines.”

Recto emphasized the urgency of the climate resilience bill.

“Our immediate priority is the urgent and vital challenge of addressing climate change. We hope
that our bill will be thoroughly deliberated and strengthened through committee hearings and
reports, so that it can truly become a measure that delivers real and lasting solutions,” he said.

Poe, who earned his first master’s degree at Columbia University in climate and society,
highlighted the role of UP as a national partner in shaping policy.

https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2097872/brian-poe-javi-benitez-ryan-recto-forge-ties-with-up
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“By working together with the University of the Philippines we will be working with the country’s
best and brightest to come up with relevant and timely legislation to address many critical points
in our economy and education system,” he said.

“Climate change, artificial intelligence, and the preservation of art and culture are just some of
the areas we look forward to working with the University of the Philippines on. What’s important
is that our legislation is grounded on data, facts, and solid research. I look forward to bringing
onboard some consultants from the University of the Philippines,” Poe added.

House Bill No. 2577 proposes to give the UP NCRI a dedicated budget, plantilla positions, and
an expanded mandate, making it the country’s premier institution for resilience research, policy
guidance, and training. With this, the Philippines aims to be at the forefront of climate
governance in Asia, ensuring that laws and policies are grounded in science and that
communities nationwide are better prepared for the worsening impacts of climate change.

The dinner with UP leaders marks the beginning of deeper cooperation between Congress and
the University of the Philippines, with future initiatives expected to include committee briefings,
joint research, and public consultations on resilience, innovation, and nation-building, the
lawmakers said.
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Experts find link between Cebu’s colonial past and present flood woes
By: Jhm Sitchon

Historical maps from the Spanish colonial era showed a link between the reformation of Cebu
City’s waterways and present flooding incidents, experts said at a forum organized by Palm
Grass Cebu Heritage Hotel on Saturday, August 16.

Historian Michael Cullinane said development in metropolitan areas of Cebu’s capital between
the late 1600s and the early 1900s led to the rapid expansion of urbanized areas over vital
waterways and agricultural wetlands.

“Running through all the maps makes it very clear that the Spanish redesigned the environment
of these areas significantly, both for human settlement as well as exploitation of agriculture,
exploitation of resources, that this was all something a part of the colonial rule,” the historian
said.

He said the readjustment and manipulation of several waterways in Cebu City continued during
the American colonial period and under Filipinos in the present day, who expanded commercial
and residential areas.

Cullinane, associate director of the Center for Southeast Asian Studies at the University of
Wisconsin-Madison, said that amid recent flooding incidents, Cebu could benefit from revisiting
now-forgotten waterways and wetlands that were built over by the city’s ancestors.

Since Friday, August 15, Cebu City and nearby areas have experienced heavy rain that caused
knee-deep floods and displaced families.

“Humans have always thought they could manipulate waterways and get away with it but global
environmental changes, population increase, all of those things are making it more and more
difficult,” he said.

Forgotten waterways

Cullinane presented five maps from different periods of Cebu’s history, saying they showed the
gradual loss of the city’s past waterways.

Citing a 1699 map, he said Spanish explorer Miguel López de Legazpi and other Spaniards
sought to build a poblacion, or administrative center, on elevated ground surrounded by
riachuelos (small rivers) and pantanos (marshes).

The poblacion segregated residential areas for non-Spanish groups such as Filipinos, Chinese
and Lutao (Badjaos), placing them outside the city center, which was enclosed by a water
boundary.

An 1833 map showed that this water boundary was connected to a swamp, which Cullinane
said was to the side of the Parian district. It was a well-known trading hub that had Chinese
residents.

https://www.rappler.com/philippines/visayas/cebu-colonial-past-flooding-experts-maps/
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“The waterway that comes around the whole area and the Spanish described this as an estuary
and drainage lands that resulted from high tides. They said it was an unbearable nuisance,” the
historian said.

The same map also showed the Island of Tinago which is now a part of the mainland. Callinane
explained that the waterways in these areas have dried out and have had land placed over them
but remained as water catchment areas for water coming from the sea and the mountains.

“If we look at Cebu City up to around 1900, we can say that there was a lot of stuff going on with
water: controlling water, moving water, catching water, getting water out. Flooding was already
part of Cebuano life even during this time,” the historian added.

More topographical details from an 1840 map showed that large parts of the city were
unpopulated, especially near swamps and areas that often flooded.

Callinane pointed out that maps from 1842 and 1873 showed that Spaniards had begun digging
out ditches in certain areas to get water to move in certain directions, and building over and
cutting off waterways.

Ripple effect
“We adjusted our rivers, its natural path, we made some types on it and we were not aware that
those changes would have a ripple effect to other environments,” architect Jhomarie Villarojo
said during the forum.

Villarojo, head of the Planning and Design Division at the Cebu City Planning and Development
Office, said Cebu City’s downtown area has been most susceptible to flooding over the past few
years.

Citing the maps, Villarojo shared that some residential areas were previously built over marshes
and basakan (paddy fields).

Aside from losing past waterways, the architect attributed the rising floods to urban expansion,
climate change, and the deforestation in the mountains of Cebu.

For Villarojo, the battle to address the city’s flooding problem is an ongoing challenge, stressing
the need for the public’s participation and a concrete solution in resolving the matter.

“Drainage projects have always been a reactive [measure]. If there’s a flood, we would put
some drainage lines over here and there,” Villarojo added.

The architect assured that moving people out of their homes and removing the “built-up”
environment would not be the go-to approach for the city, stating a more “adaptive” approach
would be best for the community.

Cebu officials have called for a probe into flood control projects after Malacañang released data
on nationwide flood control projects and the contractors that bagged a majority of the contracts.

Villarojo said that the Cebu City government is working on an updated comprehensive drainage
master plan that would address major flooding in high-risk areas using data-driven tools and
architectural strategies that would reinforce existing waterways.
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Experts meet to tackle building climate-resilient, sustainable economy

The Philippine Association for the Advancement of Science and Technology (PhilASST), in
partnership with the Department of Science and Technology-National Capital Region (DOST-
NCR) gathered experts from various national government agencies to discuss insights on
building a climate-resilient and sustainable economy.

With the theme, “Facing Environmental Challenges and Climate Change in the Philippines’
Future: Actions in Line with Pagtanaw 2050,” the hybrid conference was held at the historic
Heyden Hall of Manila Observatory.

Pagtanaw is the country’s science, technology and information development blueprint
developed by the National Academy of Science and Technology, which envisions a progressive,
sustainable and resilient Philippines.

Experts from the Climate Change Commission (CCC), Department of Science and Technology-
Philippine Institute of Volcanology and Seismology, and the Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR) discussed how governments should take actions in addressing
climate-related issues as the country consistently ranks high in terms of climate change impacts
and disaster risk.

“Climate change is the governance challenge of our generation. It is global as it affects us all, no
matter who or where we are. No country can stand alone in this crusade. And we must work
together globally to find solutions. It is historic as it is the total of our omissions and
commissions not just of our generation but the generations before us,”said CCC Deputy
Executive Director Romell Antonio Cuenca.

Cuenca highlighted in his talk the recently completed National Adaptation Plan (NAP) for 2023-
2050, under the Marcos administration, which is crucial to steadily reduce climate-related loss
and damage and build the country’s adaptive capacity toward transformative resilience and
sustainable economic development by 2050.

According to Cuenca, the NAP is a foundational document outlining the Philippines’ road map to
climate resilience with fit-for-purpose interventions determined through comprehensive science
and evidence-based and beyond business-as-usual planning tools, all taking into consideration
projected risks and scenarios from top-of-class modeling technologies.

“At its core, the NAP is anchored on risk management and the best available science and
climate analytics, identifying eight key adaptation priorities and strategies to serve as an
insightful reference point to support decision-making on adaptation actions at a localized level,”
Cuenca said.

These adaptation priorities include, agriculture, fisheries, food security, water resources, health,
ecosystems and biodiversity, cultural heritage, population displacement and migration, land use
and human settlements, livelihoods and industries, energy, transport and communications.

Moreover, aside from NAP, DENR Undersecretary for Integrated Environmental Science
Undersecretary Carlos Primo David shared strategies for resource management and
overcoming environmental challenges.

https://www.manilatimes.net/2025/08/19/tmt-newswire/experts-meet-to-tackle-building-climate-resilient-sustainable-economy/2170087
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His talk revolved around unlocking and leveraging natural resources, which are crucial for
economic development, community progress and environmental protections.

David said: “What is really global warming when a person cannot even find the food that he will
serve his family for tomorrow? What is sea level rise when the slightest rainfall or an active
habagat, monsoon rains, will mean that my town will be flooded consequently? And therefore,
what is climate change when I do not even have a sustainable, viable livelihood for my family to
survive.”

He added that there is a negative factor when looking at the equation for vulnerability because
of climate change, which is the adaptive capacity of the person or the family.

“You reduce vulnerability if you have that adaptive capacity. And to me, what adaptive capacity
means is that you have enough resources to feed your family, to ensure that they are safe and
well despite climate change,” David said.

With that, he shared strategies in unlocking our natural resources such as water. He said, first,
to map out all these resources, create policies that will unlock these resources, improve the
application and regulatory procedures, and insert important environmental sustainability and
climate resilience strategies.

“If we change our mindset that water is a resource and not a disadvantage to Filipinos because
it creates flooding, traffic in Katipunan, damages our crops, and so on and so forth. But
remember that it’s the same water, even floodwaters, that we will use for our drinking water,
irrigation, aquaculture, ecotourism and even power generation,” David said.

He added that the five strategies presented for water resources are almost 100 percent
complete.

On the other hand, while CCC is committed to translating the NAP into tangible actions, Cuenca
said the success relies on the active participation of regions and local governments.
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A new wave of clean-energy innovation is building

Make your way around the busy warehouses of Torrance, near the twin ports of Los Angeles
and Long Beach, and you will find an unexpected sight. Dozens of electrified 18-wheelers
belonging to Maersk, a Danish logistics firm, are hooked up to fast chargers. The lorries are
tapping into electricity from linear generators, which are more efficient, and thus greener, than
traditional rotating ones. These generators are the product of Mainspring, a Californian startup
that has raised over $250m this year.

Its success may be surprising amid what seem like dark times for climate tech. Donald Trump’s
One Big Beautiful Bill (obbb) act, signed last month, stripped away subsidies for solar and wind
power in America. Next week the Treasury Department is due to unveil tax guidance that will
clarify just how damaging the law will be for these industries. Orsted, a Danish offshore-wind
developer, saw its shares plunge on August 11th when it said that it would raise $9bn of equity
to shore up its finances as Mr Trump’s aversion to the technology weighs on project valuations.

Look past wind and solar, however, and the picture is brightening for other forms of green-
energy innovation. Global equity funding for climate-tech firms plunged in 2023 amid rising
interest rates. But investment has recently been climbing back up, rising by nearly 60%, year on
year, in the first half of 2025, according to Bloombergnef, a data provider (see chart). There are
good reasons to believe that the next few years will see the emergence of a new wave of
innovative clean technologies.

The first cause for optimism is, strangely enough, the obbb itself, which solidifies American
support for certain novel energy technologies preferred by Republicans, even as it withdraws it
for solar and wind. The law extends tax credits for, among other things, linear generators,
geothermal energy, fuel cells, which can produce electricity using various possible fuels, and
new types of nuclear power. Tim Latimer, the boss of Fervo, a startup based in Texas which
uses fracking techniques to harness geothermal energy, notes that the law provides the long-
term, bipartisan certainty his firm needs.

At a time when politicians have become increasingly concerned about energy security, such
technologies have the added benefit of reducing dependence on imports, whether of oil,
minerals or solar panels. That impulse is also strong in Europe, which wants to shed its reliance
on Russian gas while continuing to decarbonise.

A final force behind the new wave of green-energy innovation is America’s tech giants, which
are struggling to find sufficient power for their data centres. Rich Powell, head of the Clean
Energy Buyers Association, which represents large power users with a green mindset, says that
its members are “now investing in the next wave of climate tech”, having played a pivotal role in
scaling solar and wind over the past decade. New forms of nuclear power are particularly
popular among the tech firms; Amazon and Google have both signed deals with startups
developing small-modular reactors.

Stationary fuel cells like those made by Bloom Energy, a Californian company that has seen its
share price rise by over 80% this year, are another option. Last month it announced a deal to
supply its technology to Oracle, a software company that is investing heavily in building cloud
infrastructure. At a vast data centre in San Jose, banks of the fuel cells silently provide power

https://www.economist.com/business/2025/08/14/a-new-wave-of-clean-energy-innovation-is-building
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that is not just cleaner but also more flexible and reliable than that of traditional generators.
Before long such sights may well be commonplace.
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MANILA STANDARD

CCC praises Paete LGU for climate action

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) has strengthened its carbon offsetting program, the
Net Zero Challenge (NZC), with the help of the local government unit (LGU) of Paete, Laguna
and state-owned National Power Corp. (NPC).

CCC vice chairperson and executive director Robert Borje expressed appreciation to Paete
Mayor Ronald Cosico and the local government for their sustained partnership over the past
three years during their meeting on July 31.

Borje stressed the importance of working closely with LGUs and government-owned and
controlled corporations (GOCCs) in driving community-level climate action.

NPC owns and manages Caliraya-Lumot Watershed, the site of NZC.

“Local governments are at the frontline of climate action. Strengthening our partnerships with
LGUs like Paete and with government corporations like NPC helps ensure that national climate
policies translate into real, community-driven solutions on the ground,” Borje said.

“The Net Zero Challenge is proof that cross-sector collaboration can deliver impact and inspire
action,” he added.

Cosico conveyed the LGU’s ongoing support for the NZC, saying the partnership has enhanced
Paete’s local climate initiatives.

He also raised community challenges, particularly those caused by typhoons and other extreme
weather events, and discussed the LGU’s plan to update its Local Climate Change Action Plan
(LCCAP).

In response, Borje assured the LGU of the CCC’s continued technical assistance in the
updating of the LCCAP as he reiterated the CCC’s commitment to expanding capacity-building
efforts and technical collaboration to help scale the progress of the NZC in the region.

These efforts are aligned with the government’s commitment to pursue climate resilience and
sustainable development at all levels, with President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. consistently
highlighting the critical role of local governments in achieving national climate goals. CCC News

The visit marks another step forward in operationalizing the CCC’s commitment to localized and
inclusive climate action.CCC News

By reinforcing the LGU-GOCC partnership model, the CCC aims to demonstrate that the NZC
can deliver both measurable carbon reduction and tangible co-benefits for communities.

The program also serves as a model for implementing the Nationally Determined Contribution
(NDC) and related climate strategies across the country.

https://manilastandard.net/environmental-and-sustainability/314631553/ccc-praises-paete-lgu-for-climate-action.html
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The NZC was launched in the Caliraya-Lumot watershed in 2023 in partnership with the LGU of
Paete and NPC.

The program seeks to translate key national climate policies, such as the National Adaptation
Plan (NAP), the National Strategy Framework on Climate Change (NSFCC) and the NDC into
grounded climate action through nature-based solutions and inclusive community engagement.
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PH, UAE mark 51 years of ties with tree planting for climate action

The Climate Change Commission (CCC), in partnership with the Embassy of the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) and various national government agencies and the Society of Filipino Foresters,
Inc. (SFFI), planted indigenous trees at the La Mesa Nature Reserve to expand carbon
sequestration areas and promote nature-based solutions to bolster climate resilience.

The tree planting, held on Aug. 13, was also part of the 51st anniversary celebration of bilateral
relations between the Philippines and the UAE.

CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje emphasized the tree-growing
activity as a symbol of shared climate responsibility.

“This initiative is our joint responsibility to address climate change and protect our planet,
reinforcing the importance of sustainable development of our bilateral cooperation. This will
leave a lasting legacy of environmental stewardship for generations to come,” he said in a news
release on Monday.

UAE Ambassador to the Philippines H.E. Mohamed Obaid Salem Al Qattam Alzaabi likened the
partnership to the resilience of the Narra tree.

“Like the Narra tree, a symbol of resilience and growth, our bilateral relations – rooted for over
five decades in mutual respect, cooperation, core values, and shared thought – continue to
flourish," Ambassador Alzaabi said.

“As we plant this tree today, may it stand for generations as a living symbol of our shared
commitment to a greener, more sustainable future,” he added.

Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) Undersecretary Jonas Leones said
the Philippines continues to pursue a whole-of-nation and whole-of-society approach in tackling
the climate crisis.

“This event reflects that vision, one where international collaboration, inter-agency convergence,
and community involvement are central to achieving long-term climate resilience,” he said.

Participants planted 100 molave and narra seedlings, native tree species that provide vital
wildlife habitat and thrive in local ecosystems.

The CCC remains steadfast in working with partners to push forward climate action and
promote a climate-smart and climate-resilient Philippines.

https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1256886
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Experts reiterate the role of R&D in DRR, says multi-level collaboration is crucial for
more resilient PH

Experts from the Department of Science and Technology – Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical
and Astronomical Services Administration (DOST-Pagasa) and Philippine Institute of
Volcanology and Seismology (PhiVolcs) reiterated the vital role of research and development
(R&D) in improving disaster risk reduction (DRR) and climate change adaptation, stressing the
need for more multi-sectoral collaboration.

During the 8th National Research and Development Conference (NRDC) on July 23-24, 2025,
stakeholders, policymakers, and experts discussed the critical role of R&D in national progress,
fiscal responsibility, and fostering collaboration.

DOST Secretary Renato Solidum Jr. said 157 Filipino scientists and researchers have renewed
their commitment for R&D.

The conference gathered experts in breakout sessions anchored on the four pillars of DOST:
human well-being, wealth creation, wealth protection, and sustainability.

Projects presented included the Rapid Earthquake Damage Assessment System under the
wealth protection pillar. According to Climate Change Commission Executive Director Robert
Borje, climate change could reduce the country’s Gross Domestic Product by 7.6 percent by
2030, reaching 13.6 percent by 2040.

The Office of Civil Defense (OCD) shared that the Philippines ranks first in the World Risk Index
due to its high exposure to earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, and tropical cyclones. Republic Act
10121 institutionalized a proactive DRRM approach through the National Disaster Risk
Reduction and Management Framework and Plan.

OCD’s Emanuel Balajadia said that despite progress, gaps persist in funding, local coordination,
data integration, and infrastructure, calling for strengthened investment in R&D and
collaboration.

DOST-Pagasa’s Marcelino Villafuerte II led R&D projects including SatRex, ClimGridPh, and
multi-decadal climate projections. DOST-PhiVolcs’ Mabelline Cahulogan led GeoRiskPH and
PlanSmart Initiatives, streamlining hazard data and planning.

The NRDC promotes coordination and collaboration among stakeholders of R&D and
innovation, highlighting projects aligned to the Harmonized National Research and Development
Agenda.

=END=
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