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Climate crisis pushes Indonesian youths out of school
By: Radhiyya Indra

The worsening climate crisis is disrupting the lives and future of Indonesian youths, forcing
some out of school and into work while threatening their health and access to food, according to
the latest report by child rights NGO Save the Children, presented at The Jakarta Post’s office
earlier this week.

ECO BUSINESS

Climate change could make ‘droughts’ for wind power 15% longer, study says
By: Ayesha Tandon

That is according to a new study in Nature Climate Change, which explores how climate change
could impact the length and frequency of prolonged low-wind events around the world.

GMA NEWS

ADB appoints new PH country director
By: Jon Viktor D. Cabuenas

Metro Manila-headquartered multilateral lender Asian Development Bank (ADB) has announced
a key change in leadership, with the appointment of Andrew Jeffries as country director for the
Philippines starting Monday, August 18, 2025.

https://asianews.network/climate-crisis-pushes-indonesian-youths-out-of-school/
https://www.eco-business.com/news/climate-change-could-make-droughts-for-wind-power-15-longer-study-says/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/money/companies/956199/adb-appoints-new-ph-country-director/story/
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MANILA STANDARD

Climate change experts drafting policies to reduce cost of disasters

Several stakeholders gathered last week to draw up strategies aimed at reducing the impact of
climate change on the economy and the marginalized sectors of the Philippines.

PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY

Beema bamboo takes centerstage in Ilocos agroforestry project
By: Leilanie Adriano

Beema bamboo propagules are being planted in the rural village of Camandingan in this city
with the hope of piloting a national program that will enhance livelihood opportunities, increase
climate resiliency, and foster ecological conservation across target communities.

THE NEW YORK TIMES

Environmental Groups Sue Over D.O.E. Report Downplaying Climate Change
By Lisa Friedman

A new lawsuit in federal court alleges that the Trump administration violated the law by secretly
recruiting a group of people who reject the scientific consensus on climate change to write a
report downplaying global warming.

CCC IN THE NEWS:

MINDANAO TIMES

CCC pushes NAP-aligned nature-based solutions for resilience in Bukidnon

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) is scaling up nature-based solutions (NbS) aligned
with the National Adaptation Plan (NAP), emphasizing ecosystem-led approaches to build
climate resilience in vulnerable areas like the Province of Bukidnon.

RAPPLER

[OPINION] Flood control beyond concrete: Auditing the builders and breakers
By: Ann Dumaliang

Deputy House Majority Leader Sandro Marcos’s remark that third-party audits are indispensable
for flood control projects — since legislators cannot credibly investigate themselves — is a
timely and necessary call. This candor matters because acknowledging the gap in oversight is
the first step toward fixing it.

Information and Knowledge Management Division

https://manilastandard.net/environmental-and-sustainability/314631574/climate-change-experts-drafting-policies-to-reduce-cost-of-disasters.html
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1256810
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/08/15/climate/lawsuit-climate-change-report.html
https://www.mindanaotimes.com.ph/news/ccc-pushes-nap-aligned-nature-based-solutions-for-resilience-in-bukidnon/
https://www.rappler.com/voices/thought-leaders/opinion-flood-control-failure-environmental-destruction/
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ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Climate crisis pushes Indonesian youths out of school
By: Radhiyya Indra

The worsening climate crisis is disrupting the lives and future of Indonesian youths, forcing
some out of school and into work while threatening their health and access to food, according to
the latest report by child rights NGO Save the Children, presented at The Jakarta Post’s office
earlier this week.

Based on consultations in July with teenagers aged 15 to 19 in Jakarta and Kupang, East Nusa
Tenggara, the report found that increasingly unpredictable and extreme weather has caused
crop failures and triggered natural disasters, upending daily life for children in both rural and
urban areas.

In Jakarta, several children described struggling to access nutritious food, consuming instant
noodles more often than vegetables and fish. Many avoided fish altogether, citing worsening
water quality as floods become more common.

“It’s so hard to even eat fish, because we know how much bacteria and germs are in the water
due to the floods,” said Jakarta-based Amirah, who opted for a pseudonym, in the report.

The Meteorology, Climatology and Geophysics Agency (BMKG) has cautioned since April that
the country would see more hydrometeorological disasters due to climate change, including
floods.

In Kupang, failed harvests and declining fish stocks have forced families to substitute rice with
cheaper staples like cassava and corn, while once-abundant local fruits have grown scarce and
expensive.

The dire situation has pushed some children to leave school and work to help support their
families.

“[I ended up working] because my father couldn’t produce any vegetables on our family’s farm
due to the dry season, which reduced my pocket money from Rp 5,000 [31 US cents] to Rp
2.000,” said Kupang-based Tono, also not his real name.

The report also found that girls face even tougher times from the climate-induced situation, with
many forced into early marriage to ease their family’s financial burden. Frequent evacuations
due to natural disasters also expose girls to harassment at shelters.

“It is us girls who are often catcalled, insulted, harassed or asked for our phone numbers,” said
Vina, another pseudonym, in the report.

Warnings from environmentalists

Uli Arta Siagian, campaign manager of the Indonesian Forum for the Environment (Walhi), said
the findings align with her group’s own research linking the climate crisis to more ecological
disasters, worsening economic conditions and declining children’s health.

https://asianews.network/climate-crisis-pushes-indonesian-youths-out-of-school/


4

“The climate crisis impacted the quality and quantity of our farmers’ agricultural produce, which
caused the community’s economy to suffer. […] Furthermore, it also directly impacts children’s
nutritional needs,” Uli told the Post on Wednesday, adding that Walhi has documented reduced
harvests of coffee, staple crops and local produce in multiple regions.

Uli warned the trend would worsen unless there are “fundamental changes in policies and real
actions” from the government.

Under President Prabowo Subianto’s administration, Indonesia has made several climate
pledges, including achieving net-zero emissions by 2060 and retiring all coal-fired power plants
by 2040.

However, Uli criticized several laws for enabling “the destruction of nature in the name of
investment”, singling out the Job Creation Law, which has faced backlash for potentially
weakening environmental protections. She urged its repeal alongside the passage of long-
delayed legislation such as the Indigenous Rights bill and a proposed Climate Justice bill.

“Future generations will inherit a dire situation if nothing changes,” Uli said.

Representatives from the Environment Ministry did not immediately respond to the Post’s
request for comments.

Meanwhile, Save the Children has urged the government to address these threats by improving
climate literacy in schools, ensuring disaster-affected children receive balanced nutrition, and
strengthening food security through climate-resilient farming, among other measures.

Child psychologist Annelia Sari Sani also stressed the importance of protecting children’s
education, warning of the cascading effects of disruption.

“When children are cut off from education, they will find it hard to develop their cognitive
capacity, which will then lead to their difficulties in finding jobs. It’s a never-ending cycle,”
Annelia said on Thursday.
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Climate change could make ‘droughts’ for wind power 15% longer, study says
By: Ayesha Tandon

That is according to a new study in Nature Climate Change, which explores how climate change
could impact the length and frequency of prolonged low-wind events around the world.

According to the study, “prominent” wind droughts have already been documented in Europe,
the US, northeastern China, Japan and India.

As the planet warms, wind droughts will become longer in the northern hemisphere and mid-
latitudes – especially across the US, northeastern China, Russia and much of Europe – the
paper says.

The study – which focuses on onshore wind – warns that “prolonged” wind droughts could
“threaten global wind power security”.

However, they add that research into the effects of climate change on wind supply can help
“prepare for and mitigate the adverse impacts” of these prolonged low-wind events.

Combining wind power with other energy technologies – such as solar, hydro, nuclear power
and energy storage – can help reduce the impact of wind droughts on global energy supply, the
study says.

One expert not involved in the research tells Carbon Brief that the findings do not “spell doom
for the wind industry”.

Instead, he says the study is a “navigation tool” which could help the energy industry to
“counteract” future challenges.

Wind drought
Wind power is one of the fastest-growing sources of energy in the world and currently makes up
around 8 per cent of global electricity supply. It is also playing a crucial role in the
decarbonisation of many countries’ energy systems.

Wind is the result of air moving from areas of high pressure to areas of low pressure. These
differences in air pressure are often due to the Earth’s surface being heated unevenly.

Human-caused climate change is warming the planet’s atmosphere and oceans. However,
different regions are heating at different rates, resulting in a shift in global wind patterns. The
IPCC finds that global average wind speeds (excluding Australia) slowed down slightly over
1979-2018.

There have already been dozens of recorded instances of prolonged low-wind events, known as
wind droughts, which can drive down power production from wind turbines.

Dr Iain Staffell is an associate professor at the Centre for Environmental Policy at Imperial
College London who was not involved in the study. He tells Carbon Brief that wind droughts
often “push up power prices” as countries turn to more expensive alternative energy supplies,
such as fossil fuels.

https://www.eco-business.com/news/climate-change-could-make-droughts-for-wind-power-15-longer-study-says/
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For example, Staffell tells Carbon Brief that, in the winter of 2024-25, Germany saw an
“extended cold-calm spell which sent power prices to record highs”. (In German, this type of
weather event is referred to as a “dunkelflaute”, often translated as “dark doldrums”.) He adds:

“It’s important to note that I’m not aware of anywhere in the world that has suffered a blackout
because of a wind drought.”

Capacity factor
The productivity of wind power sites is often measured by their “capacity factor” – the amount of
electricity that is actually generated over a period of time, relative to the maximum amount that
could have been generated in theory.

A capacity factor of one indicates that wind turbines are generating the maximum possible
amount of electricity, while zero indicates that they are not producing any power.

The authors define a wind drought as the 20th percentile in each grid cell – in other words,
winds ranking in the slowest bottom fifth of winds typically recorded in the region.

They look at the frequency of prolonged wind droughts and how that might change as the world
warms.

The map below shows regions’ average capacity factor at 100 metres above the ground level,
derived from the ERA5 reanalysis data over 1980-2022, where darker shading indicates a
higher capacity factor.

It also shows 19 wind droughts recorded since the year 2000 across Europe, the US,
northeastern China, Japan and India. Wind droughts are indicated by yellow triangles for local
events and hashed areas for larger-scale events.

The map also shows that the darker shading for “abundant wind resources” is typically found in
the mid-latitudes near “major storm tracks”, including the central US, northern Africa,
northwestern Europe, northern Russia, northeastern China and Australia.

Modelling wind
To assess the severity of past and future wind droughts, the authors consider both the
frequency and duration of these low-wind events.

To calculate wind drought duration, the authors use reanalysis data and models from the sixth
Coupled Model Intercomparison Project (CMIP6) – the international modelling effort that feeds
into the influential assessment reports from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC).

The authors then look at how wind drought conditions may change in the future, by modelling
wind speeds over 2015-2100 under a range of future warming scenarios.

They find that wind drought frequency and duration will both increase in the northern
hemisphere and mid-latitudes by the end of the century. The authors identify “particularly
notable increases” in wind drought frequency in the US, northeastern China, Russia and much
of Europe.
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In the northern mid-latitudes, there will be a one-to-two hour increase in average wind drought
duration by the end of the century under the moderate SSP2-4.5 scenario, according to the
study. This is a 5-15 per cent increase compared to today’s levels.

The authors also assess “extreme long-duration events” by looking at the longest-lasting wind
drought that could happen once every 25 years.

The study projects roughly a 10 per cent, 15 per cent and 20 per cent “elongation” in these long-
duration wind droughts across “much of the northern mid-latitude regions” under the low,
moderate and very high warming scenarios, by the end of the century.

However, the authors find “strong asymmetric changes” in their results, projecting a decrease in
wind drought frequency and intensity in the southern hemisphere.

The authors suggest that the increase in wind droughts in the northern hemisphere is partly
because of Arctic amplification – the phenomenon whereby the Arctic warms more quickly than
the rest of the planet.

Accelerated warming in the Arctic narrows the temperature gap between the north pole and the
equator and alters atmosphere-ocean interactions, which reduces wind speeds in the northern
hemisphere.

Conversely, the authors suggest that increasing wind speeds in the southern hemisphere are
caused by the land warming faster than the ocean, resulting in a greater difference in
temperature between the land and the sea.

Record-breaking wind droughts
Finally, the authors also investigate the risk of “record-breaking wind droughts” – extreme
events that would only be expected once every 1,000 years under the current climate.

They use CMIP6 models, based on historical data over 1980-2014, to assess how long-lasting
such an event would be in different regions of the world. These results are shown on the map
below, where darker brown indicates longer-duration wind droughts.

These 1,000-year record-breaking wind droughts typically last for 150-350 hours (6-15 days),
occasionally reaching up to 400 hours in regions such as India, East Russia, east Africa and
east Brazil, the paper says.

The authors go on to assess the risk of record-breaking wind droughts for existing wind turbines
under different warming scenarios.

The plot below shows the fraction of the CMIP6 models used in this study that project record-
breaking wind droughts for onshore wind turbines.

Blue bars show the percentage of wind turbines that face a “weak” risk of exposure, meaning
that fewer than 25 per cent of models predict that the turbine will be exposed to record-breaking
wind droughts by the year 2100. Green bars indicate a “moderate” risk of 25-50 per cent and
brown bars denote “severe” risk of greater than 50 per cent.

Each panel shows a different region of the world, with results for low (left) moderate (middle)
and very high (right) warming scenarios.
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The study finds that, globally, around 15 per cent of wind turbines will face “severe” risk from
record-breaking wind droughts by the end of the century, regardless of the future warming
scenario. However, different parts of the globe are expected to face different trends.

In North America, the percentage of turbines facing a “severe” risk from such extended wind
droughts in the year 2100 rises from 14 per cent in a low warming scenario to 39 per cent in a
very high warming scenario. Europe also faces a higher risk to its wind turbines under higher
emissions scenarios.

However, the trends vary across the world. In Southeast Asia, for example, the percentage of
wind turbines at “severe” risk of the longest wind droughts drops from 18 per cent under a low
warming scenario to 11 per cent under a very high warming scenario.

Energy security
The planet currently has 1,136GW of wind capacity. The authors say that, according to a report
by the International Renewable Energy Agency, “wind power capacity is projected to grow
substantially as the world pursues decarbonisation, aiming for 6,000GW by 2050”.

The paper sets out a number of ways that energy suppliers could reduce their exposure to
record-breaking wind droughts.

The authors say that developers can avoid building new turbines in areas that are prone to
frequent wind droughts. They add:

“Other effective mitigation measures include complementing wind power with other renewable
energy sources, such as solar, hydro, nuclear power and energy storage.”

Staffell tells Carbon Brief the study provides helpful insights for how the world’s power supply
could be made less vulnerable to prolonged low-wind events:

“I don’t see this study as spelling doom for the wind industry, instead it’s a navigation tool, telling
us where to expect challenges in future so that we can counteract them.”

Staffell argues that there are “many solutions” for combatting wind droughts – including building
the infrastructure to enable “more interconnection” between countries’ power grids.

For example, he says the UK could benefit from connecting its grid to Spain’s, noting that “wind
droughts in the UK tend to coincide with [periods of] higher wind production in Spain”.

He adds: “Increasing flexibility and diversity in power systems is a way to insure ourselves
against extreme weather and cheaper than panic-buying gas whenever the wind drops.”

Similarly, Dr Enrico Antonini, a senior energy system modeller at Open Energy Transition, who
was not involved in the study, tells Carbon Brief that wind droughts “do not necessarily threaten
the viability of wind power”. He continues:

“Areas more exposed to these events can enhance their resilience by diversifying energy
sources, strengthening grid connections over large distances and investing in energy storage
solutions.”
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In a news and views piece about the new study, Dr Sue Ellen Haupt, director of the weather
systems assessment programme at the University of Colorado, praises the “robust” analysis.

She says the work “would ideally be accomplished with higher-resolution simulations that better
resolve terrain, land-water boundaries and smaller-scale processes”, but acknowledges that
“such datasets are not yet available on the global scale”.

Meanwhile, Dr Frank Kaspar is the head of hydrometeorology at Germany’s national
meteorological service. He tells Carbon Brief how additions to this study could further help
energy system planning in Germany.

Kaspar tells Carbon Brief it would be helpful to know how climate change will affect seasonal
trends in wind drought, noting that in Germany, wind power “dominat[es] in winter” while solar
plays a larger role in the energy mix in summer. [The UK sees a similar pattern.]

He adds that the study does not address offshore wind – a component of Germany’s energy mix
that is “important” for the country.
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GMA NEWS

ADB appoints new PH country director
By: Jon Viktor D. Cabuenas

Metro Manila-headquartered multilateral lender Asian Development Bank (ADB) has announced
a key change in leadership, with the appointment of Andrew Jeffries as country director for the
Philippines starting Monday, August 18, 2025.

Jeffries will lead ADB operations in the Philippines with an estimated $13-billion active portfolio,
oversee the implementation of the Country Partnership Strategy 2024-2029, and manage ADB’s
relationships with the government, private sector, and development partners.

“The economy is at a critical juncture, with huge infrastructure and social protection investments
rolling out and starting to bear fruit. More needs to be done to ensure no one is left behind and
risks such as those related to climate change are mitigated as the country strives toward upper-
middle income status,” he said in a statement.

“My immediate priority is to see that ADB does everything we can to help the Philippine
government with their development priorities. I am also excited to grow ADB’s support to
mobilize private capital and expertise as an important part of our overall assistance,” he added.

Jeffries served as ADB country director for Vietnam from 2020 to 2023, director of the
Southeast Asia Energy Division from 2016 to 2020, and head of ADB’s energy sector operations
in India from 2013 to 2016.

He also served as senior vice president at Fortis Capital Corp., and vice president in the Global
Energy Division of GE Capital’s Structured Finance Group.

Jeffries holds a master’s degree in international affairs specializing in international economic
policy from Columbia University, and a bachelor’s degree in economics from Bucknell
University.

https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/money/companies/956199/adb-appoints-new-ph-country-director/story/
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MANILA STANDARD

Climate change experts drafting policies to reduce cost of disasters

Several stakeholders gathered last week to draw up strategies aimed at reducing the impact of
climate change on the economy and the marginalized sectors of the Philippines.

Representatives from 25 national agencies convened for a two-day workshop at Crowne Plaza
Manila Galleria in Quezon City that seeks to strengthen national capacity in modeling the
economic impacts of climate change and inform just transition measures.

“The long-term nature of climate impacts demands long-term thinking and it demands models
that will help us craft resilience strategies that look beyond short-term pressures and safeguard
future outcomes,” said Ellen Anthony, Second Secretary of Climate, United Kingdom Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Office.

“The UK is committed in partnership with the Philippines to mitigate the impacts of climate
change. We know that the cost of inaction outweighs cost of investments,” she said.

The workshop’s relevance followed recent events, as the country faced significant disruptions
from typhoons and the southwest monsoon just a week prior.

Edwine Carrie, Deputy Resident Representative of United Nations Development Program
Philippines, reflected on the human cost of disasters.

“When the country loses one billion per year because of typhoons, it affects the most
underserved segments of the population, not only in loss of life but also loss of livelihoods. My
personal hope is that this model will help improve decision-making to ensure that communities
at the local level are better equipped to deal with the economic impact of disasters,” he said.

The workshop activity is a key initiative of the Climate Finance (CFN) project implemented by
the (UNDP) in the Philippines in partnership with the Department of Finance (DoF), with
financial support from the UK FCDO through the Climate Action for a Resilient Asia (CARA)
program.

UNDP Philippines News

The workshop brought together technical experts and policymakers from key government
agencies to explore a new analytical and modelling framework that simulates climate change’s
impact on the economy.

John Adrian Narag, director of DOF’s Climate Finance Policy Group, stressed the importance of
collaboration.

“This two day workshop is an invitation for all of us to foster synergy in developing policies that
we hope can strengthen fiscal resilience against risks of climate change and disasters,” he said.

Central to the workshop was a state-of-the-art modeling tool, developed as part of a regional
initiative, which integrates climate and economic data to simulate different climate scenarios and
assess their implications for national development.

https://manilastandard.net/environmental-and-sustainability/314631574/climate-change-experts-drafting-policies-to-reduce-cost-of-disasters.html
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The Philippines is one of five pilot countries participating in this initiative, positioning it at the
forefront of climate-informed economic planning.

The event concluded with a call to action for continued collaboration, practical application, data
sharing, and model calibration to ensure the tool’s relevance to the Philippine context.

“While the tool will generate results on the impact of climate change on various economic
sectors, it will be each country that will generate such results,” said Cristina Gregorio, Regional
Climate Finance Specialist of

“Exercising ownership in the process, each government, each agency or ministry will also have
the freedom to determine the policy recommendations based on the results, she said.”
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PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY

Beema bamboo takes centerstage in Ilocos agroforestry project
By: Leilanie Adriano

Beema bamboo propagules are being planted in the rural village of Camandingan in this city
with the hope of piloting a national program that will enhance livelihood opportunities, increase
climate resiliency, and foster ecological conservation across target communities.

Initiated by the provincial government of Ilocos Norte with the support of various national
government agencies and civil society organizations, a memorandum of agreement for
Sustainable Agroforestry Farm Enterprise-Bamboo Business Model (SAFE-BBM) was formally
signed on Monday.

Signatories in the MOA were Ilocos Norte Governor Cecilia Araneta-Marcos, Batac City Mayor
Mark Christian Chua, Regional Executive Director John Pascual of the Department of
Agriculture (DA) Regional Field Office 1, and Regional Executive Director Rosario Segundina
Gaerlan of the Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR).

With registered farmers’ associations and women organizations as partner beneficiaries, the
SAFE-BBM project aims to develop a 10-hectare beema bamboo plantation project with an
initial batch of 10,000 propagules.

During the launching of the project on Monday, DA Undersecretary for High Value Crops Cheryl
Marie Caballero said the project involves a multi-story farming system with diversified income
sources where the beema bamboo serves as an insurance crop.

In her speech, Caballero shared the government's plan to create a national strategy for bamboo
and develop a sustainable agroforestry enterprise to support the industry, with Batac as a
business model.

“This is a technology-based intervention to provide reliable planting materials and seedlings to
uplift the lives of the people,” Caballero said, underscoring the importance of helping farmers
cope with climate change and allow them to plant all-year round.

Dr. Nambi Barathi of Growmore Biotech Ltd. said beema bamboo has versatile uses, including
mass timber for housing and sustainable fuel production.

Chua, for his part, expressed Batac's "full commitment" to the move to make the city "a model of
sustainability to our farmers, the environment, and the future of Ilocos Norte."

To complement the project, the Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR) distributed
aquaculture inputs and freshwater prawn, which will be grown in rivers, lakes, and other
tributaries in llocos and other parts of Northern Luzon.

Also on Monday, a "Gulayan sa Bayan" (vegetable garden) project was also awarded to the
Gabut Norte Rural Improvement Club to boost their productivity while helping raise a healthy
community through vegetable production.

The DA provided each beneficiary with knapsack sprayer, organic foliar fertilizer, net garden
shade, set of garden tools, and assorted vegetable seeds amounting to PHP100,000.

https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1256810
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"This project gives us more than seeds. It gives up purpose, pride, and the chance to feed our
families, and neighbors with vegetables grown from our own backyard," Catherine Sadorra,
president of Gabut Norte Rural Improvement Club, said.
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THE NEW YORK TIMES

Environmental Groups Sue Over D.O.E. Report Downplaying Climate Change
By Lisa Friedman

A new lawsuit in federal court alleges that the Trump administration violated the law by secretly
recruiting a group of people who reject the scientific consensus on climate change to write a
report downplaying global warming.

The Environmental Defense Fund and the Union of Concerned Scientists, both environmental
groups, accused the Department of Energy and the Environmental Protection Agency of
“flagrant violations” of a law that governs advisory committees.

The lawsuit was filed in the United States District Court for the District of Massachusetts on
Tuesday. It alleges that in March Chris Wright, the energy secretary, “quietly arranged for five
handpicked skeptics of the effects of climate change” to form a committee called the Climate
Working Group that then wrote a report downplaying the threat of rising greenhouse gas
emissions. Lee Zeldin, the administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency, cited the
report to justify a plan to repeal the legal foundation for regulating climate pollution.

But the Federal Advisory Committee Act of 1972 does not allow federal agencies to recruit or
rely on secret groups when engaging in policymaking, according to the lawsuit. The law requires
that any groups developed to advise federal policy must be disclosed and that meetings, emails
and other records be made public.

“This is one of the most brazen violations of federal law on one of the single most consequential
issues to the lives of millions of Americans,” said Vickie Patton, general counsel for the
Environmental Defense Fund.

The lawsuit alleges that the agencies “have sought to manufacture a basis to reject” widespread
scientific agreement that the burning of fossil fuels is the primary contributor to global warming,
and that swift action is needed to avoid the worst consequences.

On Thursday the environmental groups filed a separate motion asking the court to block the
E.P.A. from moving forward with a plan to repeal a scientific determination made by the
government in 2009 that climate pollution harms public health and welfare. That assessment,
known as the endangerment finding, is the basis for regulating greenhouse gas emissions under
the Clean Air Act.

Officials with the Department of Energy did not respond to a request for comment. An E.P.A.
official said the agency does not comment on current or pending litigation.

The authors of the Department of Energy report were Steven E. Koonin, a physicist and author
of a best-selling book that calls climate science “unsettled”; Judith Curry, a climatologist who
has cautioned of alarmism about warming; John Christy, an atmospheric scientist who doubts
the extent to which human activity has caused global warming; Roy Spencer, a meteorologist at
the University of Alabama, Huntsville; and Ross McKitrick, an economics professor at the
University of Guelph in Canada.

Dr. Koonin said in an email that he is not an attorney and not qualified to offer an opinion on the
lawsuit. Dr. Curry said in an email that the Climate Working Group “provided technical

https://www.nytimes.com/2025/08/15/climate/lawsuit-climate-change-report.html
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information to the DOE, not policy advice.” Dr. Christy and Mr. McKitrick declined to comment,
and Dr. Spencer did not respond to a request for comment.

Documents obtained by the Environmental Defense Fund under public records laws show that
Dr. Koonin began contacting Trump administration officials within weeks of President Trump’s
inauguration. In one email exchange, Dr. Koonin reached out in February to Mr. Zeldin’s chief of
staff, Eric Amidon.

“I was told (through a mutual friend of mine and the Administrator’s) that I should contact you to
set up a meeting with Mr. Zeldin,” Dr. Koonin wrote. “The subject is to offer technical assistance
from me and colleagues in the review of the Endangerment Finding.”

Mr. Amidon replied that the agency was “moving right along on this topic” and said he would set
up a call for Dr. Koonin with E.P.A. officials. On Friday Dr. Koonin said the call never occurred,
writing in an email, “A search of my records shows no further contact with the EPA (whether by
phone, video, or in person)” after the Feb. 16 email exchange.

Dr. Koonin did send Mr. Amidon a memo of what he called “inconvenient truths” on climate
change, including a claim widely rejected by mainstream scientists that “there is no basis to
conclude that human emissions enhance natural ‘greenhouse’ warming in any amount.”
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CCC IN THE NEWS:

MINDANAO TIMES

CCC pushes NAP-aligned nature-based solutions for resilience in Bukidnon

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) is scaling up nature-based solutions (NbS) aligned
with the National Adaptation Plan (NAP), emphasizing ecosystem-led approaches to build
climate resilience in vulnerable areas like the Province of Bukidnon.

Nature-based solutions (NbS), defined as actions to protect, sustainably manage, and restore
natural ecosystems to address societal challenges, are one of the thematic cross-sector
adaptation strategies of the NAP. This approach prioritizes ecological interventions that deliver
both biodiversity conservation and human well-being benefits.

The NAP specifically calls for mainstreaming of NbS in critical adaptation strategies. For land
use and human settlements, it involves strategies to stabilize slopes and reduce flood risks. For
livelihoods and industries, it promotes reinforcing infrastructure with climate-resilient designs.

During a recent field mission, Bukidnon stakeholders expressed strong support for NbS
implementation. Local officials, cooperatives, and community leaders highlighted specific nature
-based approaches aligned with regional needs, including bamboo cultivation – identified for its
unique potential to deliver ecological and economic co-benefits.

“Traditional gray infrastructure like seawalls often shifts risks to vulnerable communities, unlike
bamboo cultivation that uses natural systems to control erosion, sequester carbon 30% faster
than hardwood forests, and create sustainable economies,” said CCC vice chair and executive
director Robert E.A. Borje.

A People’s Survival Fund (PSF) technical briefing was also conducted to equip Bukidnon
planners with tools to develop bankable NbS proposals, prioritizing projects with rigorous
ecological safeguards.

“Effective NbS requires science-based risk assessments respecting ecosystem carrying
capacity,” Borje emphasized. “It must integrate indigenous knowledge while delivering co-
benefits from carbon sequestration to livelihood generation.”

Looking ahead, the CCC will support technical mapping of climate-vulnerable zones suitable for
bamboo reforestation through academic partnerships, assist local governments in developing
PSF-funded NbS proposals, and facilitate policy alignment with NAP priorities.

For more information on the CCC’s climate mainstreaming activities, visit www.climate.gov.ph
and www.facebook.com/CCCPhl.

https://www.mindanaotimes.com.ph/news/ccc-pushes-nap-aligned-nature-based-solutions-for-resilience-in-bukidnon/
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[OPINION] Flood control beyond concrete: Auditing the builders and breakers
By: Ann Dumaliang

Deputy House Majority Leader Sandro Marcos’s remark that third-party audits are indispensable
for flood control projects — since legislators cannot credibly investigate themselves — is a
timely and necessary call. This candor matters because acknowledging the gap in oversight is
the first step toward fixing it.

As co-Founder of the Masungi Georeserve Foundation, I have worked with rangers,
communities, and partners to protect and restore the Upper Marikina Watershed, a critically
threatened watershed that supports millions of Filipinos. What I’ve witnessed is how
environmental destruction and flood control failures are two sides of the same coin, both
enabled by the same systemic weaknesses in oversight and accountability. (READ: Protecting
Masungi: What the rock means to geologists)

The Ombudsman’s recent dismissal of Bohol’s Sagbayan mayor and multiple Department of
Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) officials over Captain’s Peak Resort in the
protected Chocolate Hills demonstrates what accountability with real consequences looks like.
The Ombudsman found these officials guilty of grave misconduct and gross neglect of duty for
allowing a resort to operate without required permits in a UNESCO World Heritage site and
national treasure. (READ: How messy governance, paperwork allowed a resort in Chocolate
Hills)

This case reached resolution because it went past internal agency processes and was
proactively initiated by the Ombudsman itself. Had it remained within DENR’s systems, it would
likely have joined the countless reversion cases still pending after years of bureaucratic delays.
The same pattern repeats in threatened watersheds like Masungi, where resorts continue
operating illegally despite repeated violations, because enforcement depends on the very
agencies that initially failed to prevent the damage.

This illustrates why Marcos’s call for third-party audits resonates: agencies cannot effectively
police their own failures. But audits and reports cannot be ceremonial. They must come with
penalties, sanctions, permit suspensions, or criminal charges. Without real consequences, bad
actors simply wait out public attention or slip through bureaucratic loopholes.

How we act now will determine what this country will tolerate, even after headlines fade.

Between privacy and transparency
We need institutionalized checks and balances with teeth. Unfortunately, there are already
attempts to shield critical environmental information from public scrutiny.

The invocation of the Data Privacy Act to withhold Environmental Impact Assessments (EIAs)
for projects with major ecological consequences is deeply concerning. EIAs are not personal
records; they are public interest documents. Withholding them erodes accountability and
undermines the ability of communities, scientists, and watchdogs to evaluate the true costs of
proposed projects.

Full public disclosure of environmental impact assessments, audit findings, contracts, and
permit histories must be non-negotiable. Pasig City Mayor Vico Sotto has shown how

https://www.rappler.com/voices/thought-leaders/opinion-flood-control-failure-environmental-destruction/
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transparency curtails corruption. His first reforms redirected funds to essential services by
removing procurement opacity. Baguio City Mayor Benjamin Magalong has repeatedly warned
of the high percentage of pocketed money in government contracts; it should not take
whistleblowers to make this visible.

The question is: how can whistleblowers, reformist mayors, prototype solutions like Masungi
and those tasked with oversight be protected and supported? In a climate where exposing
corruption can end careers or worse, legal safeguards, dedicated funding, and institutional
backing for watchdogs and innovators fighting against the tide are essential.

Climate crisis demands urgency
We do not have the luxury of time to wait for generational departmental reform. The climate
crisis is already here, delivering stronger typhoons, more erratic rainfall, and unprecedented
flooding. Every year of delay means more lives lost, more livelihoods destroyed, and more
public funds wasted on reactive measures.

Given entrenched corruption, relying solely on departmental reform is unrealistic. Even well-
intentioned agencies are often constrained by political interference, limited resources, or
conflicting mandates. This is why a dedicated, nationally mandated commission is essential now
— one with the legal authority, enforcement strength, financial capacity, and independence to
oversee both flood-control efforts and watershed protection with urgency and integrity.

We already have a precedent: the Climate Change Commission (CCC), created to coordinate
climate policy at the highest levels. But the CCC’s experience shows that structure alone is not
enough — adequate funding, strong leadership, and genuine decision-making power are critical.

Beyond grey, protecting the green
Flood control is not just about concrete. Grey infrastructure such as dikes, drainage channels,
pumping stations, and floodgates, works only if green infrastructure — healthy watersheds,
intact forests, functioning wetlands — is equally protected.

This is not an abstract environmental argument; it is a practical engineering and fiscal one.

Flood-control systems are designed with assumptions about how much water the surrounding
landscape will absorb, slow, and release. When watersheds are degraded — through quarrying,
illegal logging, land speculation, or poorly executed reforestation — those assumptions
collapse. Slopes destabilize, sediment clogs waterways, and flood peaks rise. Grey
infrastructure is then forced to handle far more water and debris than it was designed for, driving
up maintenance costs and shortening its lifespan.

Neglect the green, and you sabotage the grey. Quarry operators, illegal loggers, land
speculators, and other destructive actors in watershed areas must therefore face the same level
of rigorous, enforceable audits as the largest flood control contractors.

Safeguarding billions in public investment
When we combine taxpayer-funded programs with international investments, the total funding
for flood control and green infrastructure runs into hundreds of billions annually. Yet these flows
often have fewer safeguards than emergency relief. Large-scale environmental and flood-
control spending — where poor execution can undermine resilience for decades — suffers from
fragmented oversight, inconsistent transparency, and little long-term outcome tracking.
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For investments of this scale, “trust us” is not a policy. They deserve rigorous safeguards
precisely because they are intended to prevent the next crisis, not just respond to it. Grey and
green infrastructure together form the backbone of our disaster defense. When one is
compromised, the whole system falters.

Only last week, I stood on top of a mountain in the outskirts of Metro Manila with a high-ranking
official from an international agency. Looking out over the valleys and waterways below, he
lamented: “The Philippines is not poor. It’s that billions are squandered. If corruption could be
curtailed, you would find there is plenty for important services.”

Curtailing corruption in these sectors is a matter of public safety and climate survival. Every
inflated contract, every unmonitored project, and every ignored violation weakens the nation’s
defenses against the very disasters these funds are meant to prevent.

The choice before us is clear: embed rigorous safeguards now, or accept that we will keep
pouring resources into systems that enrich the few while leaving millions at risk.

=END=


