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● Flood zones to be prioritized for funding in 2026 budget —House appropriations head
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● ‘Threat of massive displacement, economic loss from ocean decline loom large’
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● CCC tells LGUs to integrate climate considerations in local governance

GMA NEWS

Flood zones to be prioritized for funding in 2026 budget —House appropriations head
By: Llanesca Panti

Flood-prone areas will be prioritized for funding of flood control projects in the 2026 national
budget, House committee on appropriations chairperson Representative Mikaela Suansing said.

Last chance saloon for global plastic pollution treaty
By: Robin Millard

Negotiators trying to secure a global agreement on tackling the scourge of plastic pollution have
less than 24 hours to salvage a deal on Thursday after the talks plunged into total disarray.

MANILA BULLETIN

Disaster preparedness strengthened, more community projects vowed for climate
change resiliency in Pakil
By: Aaron Recuenco

Disaster response and preparedness are being strengthened in Pakil, Laguna following the
recent widespread flooding that hit Metro Manila and some parts of the province, and especially
with the town’s proximity to the Laguna de Bay.

https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/955936/flood-zones-to-be-prioritized-for-funding-in-2026-budget-house-appropriations-head/story/
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MANILA STANDARD

DICT, JICA launch AI disaster risk platform
By: Katrina Manubay

The Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA), in collaboration with Japanese tech firm
Spectee Inc. and the Department of Information and Communications Technology (DICT),
launched an AI-powered disaster risk management platform in the Philippines on August 14.

PHILIPPINE INFORMATION GENCY

DENR studies Metro Manila green spaces to guide urban planning
By: Gelaine Louise Gutierrez

Environment authorities are conducting comprehensive assessments of plant and animal life in
Metro Manila’s parks and green spaces to help city planners develop new conservation areas
and build climate-resilient urban habitation.

‘Threat of massive displacement, economic loss from ocean decline loom large’
By: Jerome Carlo Paunan

Senator Loren Legarda on Wednesday warned that rising sea levels could displace 150,000
Filipinos and cause more than P18 billion in economic losses by 2040 without urgent action to
protect the country’s oceans.

THE NEWS YORK TIMES

Why the World Is Deadlocked Over a Treaty to Stop Plastics Pollution
By: Hiroko Tabuchi

Negotiations over the first-ever global treaty on plastic pollution, launched with great hope in
2022, were supposed to set the world on a path to tackle the explosive growth in plastic waste.

CCC IN THE NEWS:

PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY

CCC tells LGUs to integrate climate considerations in local governance
By: Debbie Gasingan

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) is encouraging local government units (LGUs) to
integrate climate considerations into every aspect of their local governance.

Information and Knowledge Management Division

https://manilastandard.net/news/314630177/dict-jica-launch-ai-disaster-risk-platform.html
Telegram.lnk
https://pia.gov.ph/threat-of-massive-displacement-economic-loss-from-ocean-decline-loom-large/
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/08/14/climate/global-plastic-pollution-treaty.html?searchResultPosition=2
https://pia.gov.ph/ccc-tells-lgus-to-integrate-climate-considerations-in-local-governance/
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GMA NEWS

Flood zones to be prioritized for funding in 2026 budget —House appropriations head
By: Llanesca Panti

Flood-prone areas will be prioritized for funding of flood control projects in the 2026 national
budget, House committee on appropriations chairperson Representative Mikaela Suansing said.

“As with every budget of every [government] agency, the House can lower, retain or increase
the funding for a particular budget line item. We will employ the criteria wherein we will prioritize
flood control projects in areas that need them most,” Suansing told reporters.

“Sa amin po rito [sa House], ang ipaglalaban po namin ay siguraduhin na mapupunta iyong
flood control projects kung saan sila pinakakailangan talaga,” she added.

(What the House will fight for is to ensure that flood control projects will be funded in areas
where they are needed.)

Suansing was asked about the future of flood control projects under the 2026 budget given the
recent pronouncement of President Ferdinand Marcos, Jr. that many projects in 2025 were in
areas that were not considered flood zones.

“It would be better if we engage with regional offices because there should be a regional flood
mitigation plan which serves as a guidepost. You cannot come up with so many flood control
facilities in one area without knowing where these floodwaters would end up,” she said.

“We will make sure that there will be coordination with regional offices, that they will adhere to a
regional flood mitigation plan,” she added.

https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/955936/flood-zones-to-be-prioritized-for-funding-in-2026-budget-house-appropriations-head/story/
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Last chance saloon for global plastic pollution treaty
By: Robin Millard

Negotiators trying to secure a global agreement on tackling the scourge of plastic pollution have
less than 24 hours to salvage a deal on Thursday after the talks plunged into total disarray.

Countries wanting bold action to turn the tide on plastic garbage are so far apart from a group of
oil-producing nations that the prospects of finding meaningful common ground before Friday --
after three years of talks — seem low.

With just over a day to go, the talks chair Luis Vayas Valdivieso produced a draft text based on
the few areas of convergence, in an attempt to find common ground.

But the draft succeeded only in infuriating virtually all corners and the text was immediately
shredded as one country after another ripped it to bits.

For the self-styled ambitious countries, it was an empty document shorn of bold action like
curbing production and phasing out toxic ingredients and reduced down to a waste
management accord.

For the so-called Like-Minded Group, with Gulf states leading the charge, meanwhile, it crossed
too many of their red lines and did not do enough to narrow down the scope of what they might
be signing up for.

Negotiators from 184 countries have been working at the United Nations in Geneva since
August 5 to try to conclude a first international accord on dealing with plastic pollution.

The problem is so ubiquitous that microplastics have been found on the highest mountain
peaks, in the deepest ocean trench and scattered throughout almost every part of the human
body.

A fifth and supposedly final round of talks in South Korea late last year broke up without
agreement -- meaning the Geneva talks are already stretching the limits.

Stomped, spat on and burned

Presenting his draft, Ecuadorian diplomat Vayas said the text was an attempt at capturing the
elements that could lay the foundation for a treaty to be concluded Thursday, saying it "builds
on those areas where convergence exists".

Colombia and Chile were first out of the blocks to brand the draft entirely unacceptable, while
Panama said the red lines of the majority of countries were "not only stomped, they were spat
on and they were burned".

"This is not about closing a treaty at any cost: it is about closing a wound that we're leaving
open in our rivers, in our oceans. But the text presented here makes that wound fatal and we
will not accept it. This is simply repulsive. It is not ambition: it is surrender."

Kenya said the text had been "significantly diluted and lost its very objective", having no
"demonstrable value... to end plastic pollution".

FRONT.jpg
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Afterwards, France's Ecological Transition Minister Agnes Pannier-Runacher told reporters the
text needed rebalancing and it was still "possible to write a text of 10 pages that takes into
account all the main points".

Remaining hours 'critical'

With ministers in Geneva for the final day of negotiations, environmental NGOs following the
talks urged them to grasp the moment.

The World Wide Fund for Nature said the remaining hours would be "critical in turning this
around".

"The implications of a watered-down, compromised text on people and nature around the world
is immense," and failure on Thursday "means more damage, more harm, more suffering", it
said.

Greenpeace delegation chief Graham Forbes called on ministers to "uphold the ambition they
have promised" and address "the root cause: the relentless expansion of plastic production".

The Center for International Environmental Law's delegation chief David Azoulay said the draft
was a "mockery", and as for eventually getting to a deal, he said: "It will be very difficult to come
back from this."

Meanwhile, Greenpeace Philippines Zero Waste Campaigner Marian Ledesma, who is present
in Geneva, called the draft text "a betrayal to humanity."

In a statement, Ledesma said, "By failing to address production or harmful chemicals in any
way, the Chair’s new draft is a gift to the fossil fuel and plastic industries. For more than two
years, the overwhelming presence of industry lobbyists at the negotiations and the actions of
their allied ‘blocker’ countries have mired the negotiations in substantive gridlock, along with
procedural delays which played into industry hands. This new draft glorifies the industry lie that
we can recycle our way out of this crisis, ignoring the root cause: the relentless expansion of
plastic production."
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MANILA BULLETIN

Disaster preparedness strengthened, more community projects vowed for climate
change resiliency in Pakil
By: Aaron Recuenco

Disaster response and preparedness are being strengthened in Pakil, Laguna following the
recent widespread flooding that hit Metro Manila and some parts of the province, and especially
with the town’s proximity to the Laguna de Bay.

Dubbed as PAKILigtas Disaster Management Program, the project was aimed at strengthening
disaster preparedness among community members through training programs and climate
change awareness.

“The training targeted schools and households which focused discussion on climate change,
basic emergency response and preparedness, and distribution of Go Bags that contain
essential supplies,” the statement from the Ahunan Power Inc. read.

Ahunan Power is a renewable energy company under Prime Infra and the developer of a large-
scale pumped storage project in Pakil, Laguna. It collaborates closely with Prime Infra’s
corporate social arm, Prime Infra Foundation, for the implementation of Tayo Na Pakil.

Following the heavy rains that hit the town last month, it said hundreds of residents received
assistance and support through relief efforts, including feeding programs, distribution of relief
packs, and provision of medicines.

Leah Mendiola, a teacher at Pakil Senior High School, earlier expressed gratitude to Ahunan
Power and Prime Infra Foundation for the program’s initiatives that resulted in improvements
within the school.

These include the provision of a canteen and repairs in their ICT room, which have greatly
benefited the students. She also cited youth programs that help expound the students’
awareness on topics important for the community, such as climate change adaptation.
The PAKILigtas Disaster Management Program is one of the projects under the “Tayo Na Pakil”
community development program of Ahunan Power Inc. which was launched three years ago.

One of the program’s flagship initiatives, PAKILight, empowers women entrepreneurs through
training in candle and paper bag production. The program equips participants with the
knowledge and tools to develop sustainable business models.

In 2022, over 70 women completed the training, leading to the establishment of Tanglaw
Women of Pakil, a micro-enterprise now serving as a source of livelihood and pride for the
community.
To date, the "Tayo Na Pakil” community development program has provided and continues to
implement a wide range of social initiatives that benefit multiple sectors across Pakil town.

These include health and resilience assistance to more than 3,000 community members;
sponsoring 60 scholars of technical-vocational education; conducting school-based programs
for over 7,000 students; and extending support to nearly 100 trainees of livelihood and start-up
capital programs.

https://mb.com.ph/2025/08/14/disaster-preparedness-strengthened-more-community-projects-vowed-for-climate-change-resiliency-in-pakil
https://mb.com.ph/2025/08/14/disaster-preparedness-strengthened-more-community-projects-vowed-for-climate-change-resiliency-in-pakil
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“We have always sought to create a socially inclusive environment for our host communities,
and we are proud to do so through the Tayo Na Pakil program. The program is designed to
respond to the needs of Pakileños, offering a diverse range of initiatives that address various
aspects of community life — from education to livelihood,” the company said.

“The strong support of our provincial stakeholders has been vital to ensuring the program’s
effective implementation and to reinforcing our community engagement efforts. With this
partnership, we are confident in helping shape a brighter and more sustainable future for Pakil,”
it added.

Other projects implemented include medical missions, school-based feeding programs, eye
wellness program for children and senior citizens, trainings on financial management, waste
management programs such as seminars on Bokashi composting technical-vocational trainings
in partnership with the Technical Education and Skills Development Authority (TESDA)
specifically on welding and operating heavy equipment, yearly participation in Brigada Eskwela
with partner schools, and cleanup drives through community volunteers.

Tayo Na Pakil also focuses on long-term aspirations for enhanced energy security and
sustainable growth through the Ahunan’s 1,400MW pumped storage power project in the town.
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DICT, JICA launch AI disaster risk platform
By: Katrina Manubay

The Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA), in collaboration with Japanese tech firm
Spectee Inc. and the Department of Information and Communications Technology (DICT),
launched an AI-powered disaster risk management platform in the Philippines on August 14.

During the ceremony, Minister for Economic Affairs of the Embassy of Japan in the Philippines
Yokota Naobumi said the Spectee AI solution aims to empower national and local governments
in disaster risk management. “This project is also very significant because it offers a new form of
cooperation between Japan and the Philippines using emerging technologies,” he said.

DICT Assistant Secretary Miguel Luis Planas underscored the agency’s commitment to
harnessing technology, social media, and disaster response for the benefit of Filipinos. “We
firmly believe that technology, especially AI, must serve people first,” he said. Katrina Manubay

Spectee Pro, the platform’s core system, uses AI image and language analysis to extract data
from social media, weather reports, navigation systems, and live cameras to collect, visualize,
and predict disaster risks. The system has been on free trial for 120 government agencies and
local governments since 2024, including Metro Manila, Legazpi City, Tagbilaran, Tacloban,
Cebu City, and Davao City.

JICA Philippines Chief Representative Takashi Baba said the project is part of more than four
decades of close cooperation with the Philippine government, noting that flood control and
disaster risk prevention remain key priorities. The Philippines and Japan will mark 70 years of
normalized diplomatic relations in 2026.

https://manilastandard.net/news/314630177/dict-jica-launch-ai-disaster-risk-platform.html
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DENR studies Metro Manila green spaces to guide urban planning
By: Gelaine Louise Gutierrez

Environment authorities are conducting comprehensive assessments of plant and animal life in
Metro Manila’s parks and green spaces to help city planners develop new conservation areas
and build climate-resilient urban habitation.

Department of Environment and Natural Resources-National Capital Region (DENR-NCR)
authorities launched on Tuesday, August 12, the Urban Biodiversity Site Profiling and
Assessment program to identify and catalog species found in city parks and green spaces,
officials said.

The initiative, led by the agency’s Conservation and Development Division, partners with the
cities of Caloocan, Pasig and Las Piñas to collect scientific data for the City Biodiversity Index, a
tool local governments can use to integrate nature conservation into urban planning and climate
action strategies.

Researchers surveying 61 sites have documented more than 2,500 trees representing 40
species, including native varieties such as Molave, Ylang-ylang and Antipolo, according to
DENR-NCR findings.

The assessment also identified local bird species including the Philippine Pied Fantail and
Philippine Hanging Parrot, demonstrating that wildlife continues to thrive within the urban
environment despite rapid development.

Environment officials emphasized that protecting urban biodiversity requires immediate action
rather than future planning, calling for community involvement based on local knowledge and
environmental awareness.

The biodiversity profiling extends beyond simple data collection to provide scientific information
that can shape effective environmental protection policies, according to the department.

Metro Manila, home to more than 13 million people, faces ongoing challenges balancing urban
development with environmental conservation as the region continues to expand.

The assessment program represents part of broader government efforts to create sustainable
urban development that incorporates natural systems for flood management, air quality
improvement and climate adaptation.

Results from the biodiversity studies will inform decisions about establishing new protected
areas, improving existing green spaces and integrating natural elements into future city planning
initiatives across the capital region.

Telegram.lnk
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‘Threat of massive displacement, economic loss from ocean decline loom large’
By: Jerome Carlo Paunan

Senator Loren Legarda on Wednesday warned that rising sea levels could displace 150,000
Filipinos and cause more than P18 billion in economic losses by 2040 without urgent action to
protect the country’s oceans.

Speaking at a post-conference symposium following the Philippines’ participation in the Third
United Nations Ocean Conference, Legarda described the ocean as “the soul of our
archipelago” that sustains 2.24 million livelihoods and contributes 787 billion pesos annually to
the economy.

The four-term senator said the nation’s waters face mounting threats from climate change and
pollution, with over 4 million metric tons of mismanaged plastic waste poisoning the food chain
each year.

“Climate harm is a breach of legal duty, and protecting our oceans is central to human dignity,
security and peace,” Legarda said at the Department of Foreign Affairs Ocean Talk symposium,
citing a recent International Court of Justice advisory opinion affirming states’ binding
responsibility to prevent climate damage.

Legarda highlighted the Philippines’ active role at the June conference in Nice, France, where
the country served as one of 13 vice presidents and participated in nine thematic panels
addressing ocean conservation.

The senator emphasized that international commitments must translate into local action, with
empowered governments enforcing sustainable fishing practices, protecting mangroves,
expanding marine protected areas and addressing illegal fishing and poor waste management.

Legarda called for a cultural shift toward “ocean literacy,” urging Filipinos to view seas as
shared inheritance rather than unlimited resources.

“The fight for our oceans demands unprecedented cooperation,” she said. “Civil society must
keep us accountable. The academe must guide us with sound science. The private sector must
make sustainability the standard, the wisdom of our indigenous peoples and local communities
must be valued.”

The senator specifically appealed to young Filipinos to use their creativity to drive change in
ocean protection efforts.

Philippines waters support millions of coastal residents through fishing, tourism and marine
transportation, making ocean health critical to national economic stability and food security.

https://pia.gov.ph/threat-of-massive-displacement-economic-loss-from-ocean-decline-loom-large/
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Why the World Is Deadlocked Over a Treaty to Stop Plastics Pollution
By: Hiroko Tabuchi

Negotiations over the first-ever global treaty on plastic pollution, launched with great hope in
2022, were supposed to set the world on a path to tackle the explosive growth in plastic waste.

Instead, they have become the latest example of the United Nations’ painstakingly slow and
deadlock-prone negotiation-by-consensus.

After 10 days of what was scheduled to be the final round of talks, countries had not agreed on
a single article in the larger treaty, including one that would seek to curb plastic production, an
approach opposed by nations that produce plastic and its petrochemical building blocks.

But the majority of nations at the talks have supported curbs on plastic production, saying the
plastic waste problem needs to be addressed at the source.

They have pointed to eye-popping statistics: The Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development estimates that, without global action to curb plastic pollution, plastic production
between 2020 and 2040 will grow by 70 percent to 736 million tons.

Overall, less than 10 percent of global plastic waste was estimated to have been recycled in
2020, the rest disposed of in landfills, incinerated, or released into the environment.

At a stalemate

During the talks, disagreements haven’t been limited to questions of production. Negotiators
riddled the entire draft treaty text with “brackets,” or parenthesis placed around text that has not
yet been agreed upon.

At one point, there were nearly 1,500 brackets, according to a tally by GSCC, a network of
communications professionals focused on climate change.

Despite the disagreements, the delegates have battled on. “We are ready to negotiate, and
negotiation means we could make some hard compromises,” said Magnus Heunicke,
Denmark’s environment minister.

Then came the latest draft text, released Wednesday by the secretariat. Gone were any
references to limiting plastic production. Also missing were any measures to address harmful
chemicals in plastic, another issue pushed by a group of “high ambition” nations at the talks.

In fact, there was little left in the treaty, delegates grumbled, that would compel nations to do
much of anything in any legally binding way.

https://www.nytimes.com/2025/08/14/climate/global-plastic-pollution-treaty.html?searchResultPosition=2
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The draft was widely panned, in particular by some developing nations, which have
spearheaded efforts to adopt an ambitious treaty.

“This is simply repulsive,” Juan Carlos Monterray Gomez, a negotiator for Panama, declared at
the plenary assembly. “We will not sell out our future generations for a text as weak as this.”

The treaty had “lost its very objective,” said Deborah Barasa, the Kenyan negotiator. “There are
no global binding obligations on anything.”

Haendel Rodriguez Gonzalez of Colombia said, “We cannot continue like this.”

The European Union also stated that the proposed text was not acceptable.

The public health risks of plastic
This impasse came despite momentum, or at least a sense of urgency, around the need to
address plastic pollution not just to protect the environment, but to safeguard human health.

In a stark warning published in The Lancet ahead of the talks, leading health researchers and
doctors called plastic pollution a “grave, growing and underrecognized danger” to public health
that was costing the world at least $1.5 trillion a year.

“Plastics cause disease and death from infancy to old age,” the researchers wrote, pointing to
links between exposures to plastics and plastic chemicals to reduced human fertility, increased
risks of miscarriages and birth defects, as well as cancer, diabetes and cardiovascular disease.

And at the treaty talks, more than 80 countries had signed onto a proposal led by Switzerland
and Mexico to include controls on toxic chemicals in plastic products.

“We’re making a strong call to make sure that we are including chemicals within the agreement,
that this plastic treaty can also help us protect human health,” Camila Zepeda, Mexico’s
negotiator at the talks, said.

The latest draft treaty does not address chemicals.

On Thursday, delegates continued to demand a new draft, even as they contemplated various
outcomes: a weak treaty, a continuation of talks or no treaty at all. Getting all of the world’s
nations to agree using U.N.-sanctioned consensus-based negotiations seems increasingly out
of reach.

Other unsettled issues include a financing mechanism that would channel much needed funds
to poorer countries to tackle plastic pollution.

The opposition

A league of petrochemical-producing nations, along with industry groups, have staunchly
opposed any controls on production, however.
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“I think if we’re going to make this work going forward, we need to once and for all respect our
red lines,” said Abdelrahman bin Mohammed Algwaiz, negotiator for Saudi Arabia. “And there
have been many red lines crossed for the Arab group, and they’ve been clear for years.”

The Trump administration, meanwhile, also opposed production caps, proposing early in the
talks to delete from the treaty a reference to addressing “the full life cycle of plastics.” And on
Wednesday, John E. Thompson, a senior State Department official, told the conference plenary
that the text still “crosses many of our red lines.”

Industry groups have been active at the talks, triggering concerns over corporate influence over
the treaty negotiations.

“The fossil fuel and petrochemicals industry lobbyists aren’t just pulling strings behind the
scenes — we saw them boldly take the floor, speak in plenary and push their agenda in plain
sight,” said Rachel Radvany, an environmental health campaigner at the Center for International
Environmental Law, a legal advocacy and research organization.

Gregory Skelton, speaking on behalf of the International Council of Chemical Associations, told
the conference last week that the group championed an agreement that effectively combated
plastic pollution but also “enables society to continue to benefit from plastics.”



14
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CCC tells LGUs to integrate climate considerations in local governance
By: Debbie Gasingan

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) is encouraging local government units (LGUs) to
integrate climate considerations into every aspect of their local governance.

CCC Development Management Officer IV Arnold Belver emphasized that it is important for
LGUs to include programs for climate change adaptation and mitigation, from land use to public
health, education, and financing, among others.

“Strengthening the capacities of our local governments will make them champions of innovation
and resilience. Although the task is immense, the collective results can transform our
communities into models of resilience,” Belver said in his talk during the second day of the
Cordillera Regional Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Resilience Summit and Expo
2025 on August 12.

Belver said that the success of the National Adaptation Plan (NAP) and the Nationally
Determined Contribution Implementation Plan (NDCIP) depends on the active participation of all
stakeholders.

The NAP aims to reduce vulnerability to climate change impacts by building adaptive capacity
and resilience, and integrating climate change adaptation into policies, programs, and
government activities.

Meanwhile, the NDCIP outlines key actions, phasing, costs, and implementation arrangements
for delivering the Philippines’ NDC under the identified policies and measures in the transport,
energy, waste, industry, and agriculture sectors.

He said that the NAP and the NDCIP are frameworks tailored with stakeholders including the
local chief executives, the experts, the academe, the community workers, farmers, and
fisherfolk.

“With the NAP and NDCIP in place, our local communities will be better equipped to address
climate challenges with clear national guidelines. So, these plans provide a roadmap to
empower LGUs to align their local actions to our country’s broader climate goals,” Belver said.

We have to ensure that our country and communities thrive despite climate challenges and this
requires collaboration across all sectors with strategies that are inclusive and will leave no one
behind, he added.

He also highlighted President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.’s directive that the said plans must be
fully understood by other stakeholders particularly the LGUs to ensure sustainable and climate
resilient communities.

Belver reiterated that apart from adaptation, there is a need to reduce greenhouse emissions.
He said that it is the country’s commitment to reduce emission and contribute to the global
efforts to limit temperature rise to 1.5 degrees Celsius.

https://pia.gov.ph/ccc-tells-lgus-to-integrate-climate-considerations-in-local-governance/
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“‘Pag ang ating average global temperature ay tumaas pa ng 1.5 degrees, that’s actually the
point of no return. Ibig sabihin, hindi na natin maaagapan or masosolusyonan ang impacts nito
sa ating planeta,” he said.

The Philippines submitted to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change its
Nationally Determined Contribution in 2021, committing to a greenhouse gas emission reduction
and avoidance of 75 percent by 2030 for the sectors of agriculture, waste, industry,
transportation, and energy.

=END=


