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Low-Carbon Energy Takes Centre Stage In ASEAN Policy Talks
By: Shahrizal

The ASEAN Centre for Energy (ACE), through the ASEAN Climate Change and Energy
Project Phase II (ACCEPT II), convened a regional policy dialogue in Kuala Lumpur to
accelerate the shift towards a low-carbon energy system in Southeast Asia.

BUSINESS WORLD

Philippines ranks 116th in Climate Vulnerability Index

The Philippines ranked 116th out of 187 countries with a score of 43.4 out of 100 in the
latest edition of the Notre Dame Global Adaptation Initiative’s (ND-GAIN) Country Index
by the University of Notre Dame.

DAILY TRIBUNE

Legarda calls for united action to protect oceans, warns of climate risks

Senator Loren Legarda has called for urgent and collective action to protect the
Philippines’ oceans, warning that without decisive steps, climate change and pollution
could inflict severe damage on livelihoods, food security, and the economy.

https://www.businesstoday.com.my/2025/08/13/low-carbon-energy-takes-centre-stage-in-asean-policy-talks/
https://www.bworldonline.com/infographics/2025/08/14/691438/philippines-ranks-116th-in-climate-vulnerability-index/
https://tribune.net.ph/2025/08/13/legarda-calls-for-united-action-to-protect-oceans-warns-of-climate-risks
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MANILA BULLETIN

[Opinion] 10 'Green' Commandments: 'Sampung Luntiang Utos'
By: Sonny Coloma

Inspired by Pope Francis’ encyclical, Laudato Si, Reverend Jostrom Isaac Kureethadam
has written a guidebook, on heeding the call to save the planet from extinction.

PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY

New flood barrier brings relief to Isabela town’s vulnerable communities
By: Merlito G. Edale Jr.

After years of enduring seasonal floods and riverbank erosion, residents at the riverside
in Angadanan, Isabela, can now breathe a sight of relief after the completion of a P77.1
million in flood control project.

THE MANILA TIMES

AVPN's 12th global conference in Hong Kong to tackle climate risks
By: Red Mendoza

SOCIAL and impact investor network AVPN is set to hold its 12th Global Conference in
Hong Kong amid increasing macroeconomic uncertainties, including climate risks in the
Asia-Pacific Region.

THE NEWS YORK TIMES

Alaskan River Reaches Record High From Melting Glacier
By: Raymod Zhong

An overflowing glacial lake north of Juneau, Alaska, caused the Mendenhall River to
surge to a record height on Wednesday, flooding homes and streets in parts of the state
capital, which has a population of more than 30,000.

Information and Knowledge Management Division

https://mb.com.ph/2025/08/14/10-green-commandments-sampung-luntiang-utos
https://pia.gov.ph/new-flood-barrier-brings-relief-to-isabela-towns-vulnerable-communities/
https://www.manilatimes.net/2025/08/14/news/national/avpns-12th-global-conference-in-hong-kong-to-tackle-climate-risks/2167390
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/08/13/climate/alaska-juneau-flood-glacier.html?searchResultPosition=4
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Low-Carbon Energy Takes Centre Stage In ASEAN Policy Talks
By: Shahrizal

The ASEAN Centre for Energy (ACE), through the ASEAN Climate Change and Energy
Project Phase II (ACCEPT II), convened a regional policy dialogue in Kuala Lumpur to
accelerate the shift towards a low-carbon energy system in Southeast Asia.

Hosted by Malaysia’s Ministry of Energy Transition and Water Transformation (PETRA),
the event brought together around 50 representatives from ASEAN Member States,
international institutions and regional experts.

The dialogue focused on advancing the next phase of the regional energy blueprint, the
ASEAN Plan of Action for Energy Cooperation (APAEC) 2026–2030, under the theme
“Advancing Regional Cooperation in Ensuring Energy Security and Accelerating
Decarbonisation for a Just and Inclusive Energy Transition.” Discussions highlighted the
need for regional collaboration, policy alignment, innovative financing mechanisms and
ensuring a just and inclusive transition that leaves no community behind.

Mareena Mahpudz, Alternate Senior Official on Energy Leader of Malaysia and Deputy
Secretary-General at PETRA, said the event reaffirmed that energy policy must align
with climate goals and social equity.

Dato’ Ir Ts Razib Dawood, Executive Director of ACE, emphasised that a low-carbon
transition must be accessible, affordable and generate employment opportunities while
empowering vulnerable communities.

The dialogue is part of Malaysia’s 2025 ASEAN Chairmanship under the theme
“Inclusivity and Sustainability” and represents a strategic step in promoting coordinated
regional approaches to a sustainable, low-carbon energy future.

ACE, established in 1999, supports ASEAN Member States in energy cooperation,
policy development and knowledge sharing, serving as a regional think tank and data
hub. ACCEPT II, funded by the Norwegian Government, specifically aids ASEAN in
achieving carbon neutrality, enhancing governance on climate-related energy issues
and advancing capacity building and regional collaboration.

https://www.businesstoday.com.my/2025/08/13/low-carbon-energy-takes-centre-stage-in-asean-policy-talks/
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Philippines ranks 116th in Climate Vulnerability Index

The Philippines ranked 116th out of 187 countries with a score of 43.4 out of 100 in the
latest edition of the Notre Dame Global Adaptation Initiative’s (ND-GAIN) Country Index
by the University of Notre Dame.

The country is one of the most vulnerable and least ready in the region when it comes
to climate-related challenges. The index, which used 2023 data, measures a country’s
overall climate adaptation capacity across two dimensions: vulnerability and readiness.

https://www.bworldonline.com/infographics/2025/08/14/691438/philippines-ranks-116th-in-climate-vulnerability-index/
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DAILY TRIBUNE

Legarda calls for united action to protect oceans, warns of climate risks

Senator Loren Legarda has called for urgent and collective action to protect the
Philippines’ oceans, warning that without decisive steps, climate change and pollution
could inflict severe damage on livelihoods, food security, and the economy.

Speaking at the Department of Foreign Affairs’ Ocean Talk on 13 August, a post-event
symposium following the Third United Nations Ocean Conference (UNOC3) in Nice,
France, Legarda described the ocean as “the soul of our archipelago,” sustaining 2.24
million livelihoods and contributing P787 billion annually to the economy.

She cautioned that rising sea levels could displace 150,000 Filipinos and cause more
than P18 billion in losses by 2040, while over four million metric tons of mismanaged
plastic waste annually threaten marine life and the food chain.

“Climate harm is a breach of legal duty, and protecting our oceans is central to human
dignity, security, and peace,” Legarda said, citing a recent International Court of Justice
Advisory Opinion that affirmed states’ binding responsibility to prevent, reduce, and
redress climate damage.

The senator noted the Philippines’ active role in UNOC3 last June, highlighting the
country’s leadership as one of 13 Vice Presidents, presence in every major space of the
conference, and participation in nine thematic panels.

Legarda stressed that “strong words in conference halls must translate into tangible
action at the community level,” calling for empowered local governments to enforce
sustainable fishing, protect mangroves, expand marine protected areas, and combat
threats such as illegal fishing and poor waste management.

She also urged a cultural shift toward ocean literacy, encouraging Filipinos to view the
seas as a shared inheritance.

“The fight for our oceans demands unprecedented cooperation. Civil society must keep
us accountable. The academe must guide us with sound science. The private sector
must make sustainability the standard, the wisdom of our indigenous peoples and local
communities must be valued. And the youth should use their creativity to change the
tide,” Legarda said.

“Our most significant victories are yet to be won, if we dare to do more, together,” she
concluded.

https://tribune.net.ph/2025/08/13/legarda-calls-for-united-action-to-protect-oceans-warns-of-climate-risks
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[Opinion] 10 'Green' Commandments: 'Sampung Luntiang Utos'
By: Sonny Coloma

Inspired by Pope Francis’ encyclical, Laudato Si, Reverend Jostrom Isaac Kureethadam
has written a guidebook, on heeding the call to save the planet from extinction.

Since the convening in Paris of COP21, the United Nations Climate Change Conference
that sounded the call to limit global warming to “well below 2 degrees Celsius, while
striving for 1.5 degrees Celsius,” consciousness about the need to care for the
environment has risen tremendously.

The 10 commandments on caring for the environment have been clustered into three
parts: Point of View, Judgment, and Action.

“Safeguard our only home from danger” is Commandment I.

Regarding the entire planet as home impels human beings to consciously protect it from
harm. How is it that successive generations of humans have pushed the earth to the
brink of destruction? The movement to reverse this descent gained momentum and
traction only after a pro-environment consciousness finally overcame the inertia of
ignorance and indifference.

“Listen to the plea of the poor’ is Commandment II.

The onus of oppression is carried by the proverbial masses that are “the least, the last,
and the lost.” Recall how many decades had lapsed before we woke up to the harsh
realities of Smokey Mountain and Payatas, and prompted the government to adopt 4Ps
and similar poverty mitigation programs.

The next two commandments constitute the Judgment component.

“Rediscover the theological view of nature” is Commandment III.

The good news of the gospel emanates from witnessing and imbibing the magnificent
grandeur of God’s creation. Every human being has been created to the image and
likeness of God, and is, therefore, the embodiment of both his divinity and humanity.

“Recognize that damaging the environment is an ecological sin” is Commandment IV.

Listen to the wisdom of Pope Benedict XVI: “The external desert that is the world has
expanded greatly, because the internal desert in man has also grown.” This was echoed
by his successor Pope Francis: “The violence in our hearts is mirrored by the pollution
of the earth, the air, the oceans, and in all forms of life.”

https://mb.com.ph/2025/08/14/10-green-commandments-sampung-luntiang-utos
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“Acknowledge that mankind is at the roots of the crisis of the earth that is our shared
home” is Commandment V.

The spirit of enterprise that sparked and propels the industrial revolution is driven by a
view of nature that is mechanistic rather than humanistic. In Laudato Sí, Pope Francis
calls attention to findings about global warming that high concentrations of greenhouse
gases such as carbon dioxide,methane, nitrogen oxide, and others, are outcomes of
human activities.

The remaining five commandments constitute the third part on Action.

“Prosper an integral ecology” is Green Commandment VI.

Connectedness is the key concept. Pope Francis reminds us that all of humanity is
interconnected across generations. In accordance with God’s will, we are commanded
to cooperate, for in doing so, we complete each other.

Thus, Green Commandment VII is “Learn a new way of living in our new home.”

Human institutions are intrinsically equipped to promote and foster goodness. Hence,
these should serve as harbingers of initiatives in innovation and change that promote
quality of life.

This preceding viewpoint flows into Green Commandment VIII, “Teach and move
people toward pro-environment citizenship.”

Individual action must converge and link up with similar initiatives so that a critical mass
of beneficial outcomes is generated. From the fusion of community initiatives, a
quantum leap into higher peaks of achievement may be attained.

“Embrace an ecological spirituality” is Green Commandment IX.

Abiding with this penultimate mandate is no different from fidelity to the preceding
commandments. It requires a conscious commitment to renew oneself in total
obedience to God, not simply being involved in sporadic projects of, say, recycling or
upcycling waste materials.

Finally, Green Commandment X is, “Cultivate the environmental virtues.”

Like the patient gardener, we do not expect instant gratification. We commit to working
toward fulfilling the 10 Green Commandments through wilful steps and purposive efforts
every day of our lives.

We end our reflections by taking to heart Pope Francis’ A Prayer for our Earth:
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“All-powerful God, you are present in the whole universe and in the smallest of your
creatures. You embrace with your tenderness all that exists. Pour out upon us the
power of your love, that we may protect life and beauty. Fill us with peace, that we may
live as brothers and sisters, harming no one.

“O God of the poor, help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten of this earth, so
precious in your eyes. Bring healing to our lives, that we may protect the world and not
prey on it, that we may sow beauty, not pollution and destruction. Touch the hearts of
those who look only for gain at the expense of the poor and the earth. Teach us to
discover the worth of each thing, to be filled with awe and contemplation, to recognize
that we are profoundly united with every creature as we journey towards your infinite
light. We thank you for being with us each day.

“Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle for justice, love and peace.”
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New flood barrier brings relief to Isabela town’s vulnerable communities
By: Merlito G. Edale Jr.

After years of enduring seasonal floods and riverbank erosion, residents at the riverside
in Angadanan, Isabela, can now breathe a sight of relief after the completion of a P77.1
million in flood control project.

Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH) Third District Engineering Office
reported that the newly built structure will safeguard communities near the Cagayan
River, particularly in Barangay Centro 3, which has long endured the dangers of rising
river levels during heavy rains.

DPWH District Engineer Adonis Asis said the project marks a significant milestone for
flood-prone areas.

“This flood control structure significantly reduces the risk of flooding in Barangay Centro
3 and nearby communities. It protects homes, preserves livelihoods, and ensures the
long-term stability of the riverbanks,” Asis noted.

The project includes a 313.60-linear-meter flood control barrier featuring double-slope
concrete revetment supported by steel sheet piles, a design aimed at reinforcing the
riverbank and resisting the force of the Cagayan River during extreme weather events.

Angadanan Mayor Joelle Mathea Panganiban expressed her gratitude to the DPWH for
the vital infrastructure.

“This project now protects the lives and properties of our people from flooding and soil
erosion,” she said.

With climate change intensifying rainfall and increasing the frequency of flooding, the
completion of this flood control system offers the Angadanan community a renewed
sense of security and resilience.

https://pia.gov.ph/new-flood-barrier-brings-relief-to-isabela-towns-vulnerable-communities/
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AVPN's 12th global conference in Hong Kong to tackle climate risks
By: Red Mendoza

SOCIAL and impact investor network AVPN is set to hold its 12th Global Conference in
Hong Kong amid increasing macroeconomic uncertainties, including climate risks in the
Asia-Pacific Region.

AVPN is the largest network of social investors in Asia, comprising over 600 funders
and resource providers across 33 markets.

In a statement, AVPN said that its Global Conference, set from Sept. 9 to 11 at the
Rosewood Hotel, is “an opportune moment for Asian leaders to step forward, move from
discussion to bold action, and drive impactful solutions to shape a more just, equitable,
and sustainable future for Asia.”

Speakers at the conference will include Dr. Priti Adani (chairman, Adani Foundation),
Dr. Ayoade Alakija (board chairman, FIND), Shariah Nelly Francis (CEO, Yayasan
Petronas), Dato’ Seri Shaik Abdul Rasheed Abdul Ghaffour (governor, Central Bank of
Malaysia), Larry Kramer (president and vice chancellor of London School of
Economics), Jun Ma (chairman, Hong Kong Green Finance Association), Shaun Seow
(CEO, Philanthropy Asia Alliance), and Gurpreet Sunny Singh (founder, Roundglass
Foundation).

The financial secretary of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, Paul Chan Mo-
po, will give the welcoming address.

Meanwhile, the Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities Trust, AVPN’s host partner for this
year, will host the PBCx sessions, expanding on its signature Philanthropy for Better
Cities (PBC) forum launched in 2016 which brought together philanthropists, social
entrepreneurs, policymakers, and nongovernment organizations worldwide to foster
collaboration and long term partnerships to deliver positive and sustainable social
impact.

PBCx is a new initiative that aims to sustain and extend dialogue, influence, and
collaboration year-round through satellite events for targeted stakeholders in Hong
Kong and Asia, focusing on trending philanthropy topics.

Among those who will speak at the forum are Boon Heong Ng (executive director and
chief executive officer, Temasek Foundation), Masato Seko (senior director, Global
Issues Division, The Nippon Foundation), Kong Dongmei (founder and chairman, Dong
Run Foundation), and Tracy Palandjian (CEO and co-founder, Social Finance).

https://www.manilatimes.net/2025/08/14/news/national/avpns-12th-global-conference-in-hong-kong-to-tackle-climate-risks/2167390
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The conference is expected to be attended by 1,500 delegates, including business
leaders, funders, philanthropists, policymakers, asset managers, family offices,
institutional investors, and impact organizations.

A key highlight of the event is the Impact Investing Day on Sept. 10, as impact investing
is reaching a defining moment in the Asian region, with assets under management
surpassing $1.57 trillion globally, of which $38 billion are being managed by Asia-
focused investors

The Impact Investing Day, according to AVPN, is a clear signpost of the sector’s
explosive growth and its critical role in addressing the region’s most urgent challenges,
and the conference will showcase how impact investing is uniquely positioned to unlock
scalable solutions for Asia’s future.

AVPN Chief Executive Naina Subberwal Batra said that with Asia now standing on a
“pivotal crossroads” where the scale of challenges demands swift, collective action from
the entire social and impact investing ecosystem.

She also cited several issues affecting the region, such as climate change affecting
millions from extreme weather and rising sea levels, widening gender gap, medical
inflation that is expected to outpace the global average in 2025 and straining stretched
health care systems, and one in seven young people facing unemployment.

“These are not just statistics; these are urgent calls to action, demanding more than
conversation. They require decisive, collective action. Our flagship AVPN Global
Conference 2025 is a much-needed platform for business leaders, investors,
policymakers, and impact organizations to come together and drive transformative
change,” Batra said.
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Alaskan River Reaches Record High From Melting Glacier
By: Raymod Zhong

An overflowing glacial lake north of Juneau, Alaska, caused the Mendenhall River to
surge to a record height on Wednesday, flooding homes and streets in parts of the state
capital, which has a population of more than 30,000.

Such floods have been a recurring problem in Juneau since 2011, but recent years
have seen record-setting surges as rising temperatures cause glaciers in the area to
melt more rapidly. Alaska has warmed faster than the global average, and the fastest of
any state, according to the Environmental Protection Agency.

Flooding last August from the same glacial lake inundated several hundred homes in
Juneau with four to six feet of water, although no deaths or injuries were reported. The
city put up a temporary levee along the river in response. Residents this week were
urged to evacuate ahead of the latest round of high water.

Here’s what to know about these floods.

What’s a glacial lake outburst flood, or GLOF?

As glaciers melt, they tend to retreat uphill, leaving an empty bowl at the bottom of the
valley where the ice once sat. Meltwater from the glacier starts pooling in this bowl, and
over time a lake forms.

But the sides of the lake are fragile. They might be formed of loose dirt and rock or ice.
If one day an avalanche or a landslide occurs, or a piece of a nearby cliff plunges into
the water, the disturbance can cause the sides of the lake to collapse. In a flash, most
of the lake’s water might cascade down the valley, threatening towns and cities below.

Glacial lake outburst floods can be catastrophic because, by the time the water reaches
downstream settlements, it has picked up huge amounts of sediment and boulders
along the way, turning it into a thick slurry that can knock down buildings.

In 2023, a GLOF in northern India killed at least 55 people and destroyed a hydropower
dam. All in all, 15 million people around the world live within 50 kilometers, or 31 miles,
of a glacial lake and less than a kilometer from the potential path of a GLOF, scientists
estimated in a 2023 study.

How common are they in Alaska?
The glacial lake that is overflowing this week in Alaska sits at the foot of the Suicide
Glacier, an ice mass north of Juneau. Decades ago, the Suicide Glacier flowed into a
much larger river of ice, the Mendenhall Glacier. But as the Suicide melts and shrinks, a

https://www.nytimes.com/2025/08/13/climate/alaska-juneau-flood-glacier.html?searchResultPosition=4
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steep gap has opened up between it and the Mendenhall. This gap is now called
Suicide Basin.

(Experts have proposed renaming Suicide Basin to Kʼóox Ḵaadí Basin, which in the
Tlingit language translates to “Marten’s Slide Basin.” A marten is a lithe, weasel-like
animal found in the area.)

Snowmelt and rain accumulate in the basin, and when the water is high enough, it starts
draining through cracks in the Mendenhall Glacier before flooding the Mendenhall River.

The first time this happened was in July 2011, and it took downstream communities by
surprise. The basin has since filled and drained at least 39 times, according to the
National Weather Service. Early Wednesday, as the basin drained once more, the
Mendenhall River peaked at a height of 16.65 feet, exceeding a record set last year.

The glaciers in this region are part of the Juneau Ice Field, a sprawling area of
interconnected ice that is melting twice as quickly as it did before 2010, scientists
reported last year. More of the area’s glaciers are detaching from one another, the
researchers also found, which can lead to the formation of lakes like Suicide Basin.

Accelerated melting is producing more water to fill these lakes and hence more water
that eventually floods neighborhoods downstream, said Bob McNabb, a glaciologist at
Ulster University who has studied the Juneau Ice Field. “As you get more and more
melting coming down, that will fill up the basin a bit more each time,” Dr. McNabb said.

How is climate change affecting GLOFs?

The world’s high mountains are warming more quickly than Earth as a whole. That is
causing thousands of glaciers to shrink and new lakes to form beneath them. Since
1990, the number, area and volume of glacial lakes around the world have all grown by
roughly 50 percent, scientists estimated in a 2020 study.

But bigger lakes don’t directly translate into greater GLOF hazards. Each glacial lake
and valley has distinct features that influence how likely it is to burst, and what the
consequences would be if it did. So predicting future flood risks is “very complex,” Dr.
McNabb said.

In the Mendenhall Valley, for instance, rising temperatures are the reason the Suicide
Glacier has withered away and Suicide Basin has formed. But as the planet warms
further, the Mendenhall Glacier might melt by so much that the flood threat actually
decreases. The reason? There would no longer be enough ice at the side of Suicide
Basin to trap large amounts of meltwater. Instead, the water would just empty into the
valley gradually.
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Scientists in Alaska have predicted that this could come to pass within the next decade
or two. Until then, the people of Juneau will continue to live with the dangers from the
warming landscape just a few miles to their north.

=END=


