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Unsettling photos show the effects of climate change projected onto our
everyday lives
By: Zow Whitfield

It takes a moment to fully grasp what you’re seeing in Edoardo Delille and Giulia
Piermartiri’s photographs of the Maldives. In one picture, a sea turtle appears to swim
beside a couple on a motorbike; in another, a family of five pose in the hallway of their
home, apparently standing beneath a diver floating in full scuba gear.

PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER

Marcos flags mismatch between flood control projects, flood-prone areas
By: Luisa Cabato

President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. on Monday raised concerns about a mismatch
between the country’s most flood-prone provinces and those that received the most
number of flood control projects.
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FEATURE: Sowing seeds of climate resilience and development
By: Thelma C. Bicarme

In a move to strengthen community resilience and promote sustainable livelihoods, the
Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) Region 2 recently turned over
Project LAWA at BINHI (Project LAB) to four municipalities in Quirino Province.

THE MANILA TIMES

Death toll from Himalayan flood in India likely to hit over 70

Officials in India say at least 68 people remain unaccounted for a week after a deadly
wall of icy water swept away a Himalayan town and buried it in mud.

CCC IN THE NEWS:
DAILY TRIBUNE

Losing spark: Human connection to nature drops in 200 yrs
By: Abegail Esquireda

Regine Velasquez once shared that, as a child, she used to play in the canal to catch
fish. To people’s disbelief, she shockingly asked, “Bakit, wala na bang isda sa kanal
ngayon? (Aren’t there fish in the canal anymore?)”

DoST pushes future-ready innovations

The Department of Science and Technology’s Advanced Science and Technology
Institute (DoST-ASTI) kicked off the 2nd Advanced Science, Technology, and
Innovation Convention (ASTICON) last 5 August at Novotel Manila, Quezon City — all
under the timely theme, “Preparing Tomorrow, Today.”
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CCC Boosts Carbon Offset Drive With Laguna, National Power Corporation

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) has strengthened its carbon offsetting
program, the Net Zero Challenge (NZC), with the help of the local government unit
(LGU) of Paete, Laguna and the National Power Corporation (NPC).

Information and Knowledge Management Division
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Unsettling photos show the effects of climate change projected onto our
everyday lives
By: Zow Whitfield

It takes a moment to fully grasp what you’re seeing in Edoardo Delille and Giulia
Piermartiri’s photographs of the Maldives. In one picture, a sea turtle appears to swim
beside a couple on a motorbike; in another, a family of five pose in the hallway of their
home, apparently standing beneath a diver floating in full scuba gear.

Appropriated from tourist snaps taken underwater in the Indian Ocean, the engulfing
images allude to the scenario scientists believe could play out by the end of the century,
if the climate crisis isn’t promptly addressed. With an average elevation of just one
meter (3.3 feet) above sea level, the Maldives is the world’s lowest-lying country and
therefore at substantial risk. Some reports predict that by 2050, 80% of its land could
become uninhabitable if sea levels continue to rise at their current rate. Delille and
Piermartiri’s images illustrate this potential future.

Shot in 2019, and previously titled “Diving Maldives,” the series became the starting
point for “Atlas of the New World,” a photobook recently published by L’Artiere (the
images are also currently exhibited at Cortona on the Move, a photography festival in
Tuscany). The photographers travelled to six highly-climate vulnerable areas in an effort
to make tangible the extreme environmental realities forecast for this century. Their
technique married scientific data with oneiric visuals, and they produced the images via
an analog process involving a battery-operated projector connected to a flash.

“We found that to show the present was not enough,” Delille explained on a video call.
“‘So we looked at how global warming will change the morphological shape of the
landscape, directly at the end of the century, which better shows the gravity of the
problem.”

Each of the book’s chapters — which additionally include California, Mont Blanc,
Mozambique, China and Russia — employs the same tools to highlight a different
version of a similar narrative, with striking results. In one image made in Paradise,
California — a state where the average area burnt by wildfires is set to increase 77% by
2100 if planet-heating pollution continues to rise — a man is pictured casually scanning
the contents of his fridge as bright orange flames fill his kitchen. In the series looking at
Mont Blanc, the highest peak in the Alps and the site of rapidly melting glaciers, flowery
green meadows are superimposed onto snow.
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Acquired from different image banks, the visuals in each photograph are of landscapes
that already experience similar weathers to those forecast; for example, images of the
Nevada desert are projected onto homes in California, while those in the Mozambique
series come predominantly from the Namib desert in Namibia.

Throughout, the pictures are accompanied by comparative data — primarily pulled from
the United Nations Environment Programme, or sourced from more localized databases
such as those that predict wildfires in the US — illustrating the disparities between
current statistics and those projected for 2100 (presented both in text and infographics).
Further underscoring the work is a collection of accompanying essays authored by
various experts.

“Everything is shocking,” continued Delille, alluding to the weight of their research.
Typically based in Florence, the photographers first became motivated watching global
climate protests unfold in September 2019, as people around the world took to the
streets demanding action; in Italy, more than one million reportedly took part.

Delille and Piermartiri, who spent a month or two in each place they covered, explained
that while the photographs are obviously central to the project, the conversations they
had with people on the ground, who appear in the images, were the real nucleus. “It
was really important, before shooting, to do interviews,” Delille shared. “We really care
about what they think about how global warming is affecting their lives. And in every
place they had a totally different mentality about the problem.”

“The contrast in the Maldives was really strong,” explained Piermartiri. “It was totally
green — electric motorbikes, solar panels — because they live with the nature. The
main pollution came from tourists.” These visitors, added Delille, had everything
imported: “Champagne, beer, Italian wine, American things... It was really strange to
see. The local people will be submerged because of us — | also say me, because |
went there by plane — but they live very ethically.”

In Mozambique, where they spoke to farmers and worked alongside an NGO focused
on migration, the photographers were struck by how much the country is suffering from
a climate crisis overwhelmingly driven by rich countries. As a continent, Africa
contributes just 4% of greenhouse gas emissions globally, while Mozambique, which in
the last decade has suffered two of the worst droughts in its history, contributes only
0.22%.



“Global warming is not democratic,” said Delille. “The richest people are doing these
things (polluting the planet and impacting climate change) and poor people are suffering.
They cannot simply move to a cooler place.”

Delille and Piermartiri decided early on, from those initial pictures made in the
Maldives, that “Atlas of the New World” should be an academic-adjacent project as
opposed to an artistic coffee table book. Then they started to see a wider potential. “We
only understood later in the process that this project had been made for future
generations,” Delille observed. “We would love to have this be used in schools.”

“It's a kind of manual,” agreed Piermartiri, reflecting on the engagement they’ve already
received from talks and exhibitions. “When kids look at our pictures, they become
immediately conscious about the problem. These pictures speak about the future, and
the most important thing is that the message passes on to them.”
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Marcos flags mismatch between flood control projects, flood-prone areas
By: Luisa Cabato

President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. on Monday raised concerns about a mismatch
between the country’s most flood-prone provinces and those that received the most
number of flood control projects.

Marcos, in a press conference, revealed the Department of Public Works and Highways
(DPWH) data listing the 10 provinces with the most flood control projects:

Bulacan — 668
Cebu-414

Isabela — 341
Pangasinan — 313
Pampanga — 292
Albay — 273

Leyte — 262

Tarlac — 258
Camarines Sur — 252
llocos Norte — 224

Meanwhile, below are the most flood-prone areas based on the National Adaptation
Plan of the Philippines 2023-2050:

Pampanga
Nueva Ecija
Pangasinan
Tarlac

Bulacan

Metro Manila
Maguindanao
North Cotabato
Oriental Mindoro
llocos Norte

“I think you will notice they don’t necessarily match,” Marcos said.


https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2094055/marcos-flags-mismatch-between-flood-control-projects-flood-prone-areas

“‘Now, I’'m sure there are explanations for that, but you will have to study it further. But
you would intuitively say that the areas, provinces, regions, or whatever you want to do.
Whatever pinaka-flood prone, ‘yun dapat pinakamaraming project (Whatever is most
flood-prone, that should receive the most projects),” he noted.

By regions, Marcos said Metro Manila had topped the list with 1,058 projects amounting
to P52.57 billion.

He also cited Central Luzon with 1,617 projects worth P98.01 billion and the Bicol
region 5 with 866 projects worth P49.61 billion.

“The NCR makes sense kasi ‘yung flood problem talagang nadiyan, pero titignan pa
natin ‘yan,” he said.

(The NCR makes sense because the flood problem is really there, but we will look into
that.)

Ineffective pumping stations
Marcos also revealed that 157 of the DPWH’s 170 pumping-station projects are in Metro
Manila, costing P11.67 billion.

Metro Manila and its nearby provinces were hit by widespread flooding during July’s
southwest monsoon and three consecutive typhoons.

“This really, more than anything, manifests how the pumping stations have become
ineffective because of the garbage collection problem,” he said.

At the press conference, Marcos also presented the Sumbong sa Pangulo website,
where the public can check and report the status of flood control projects in their areas.
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FEATURE: Sowing seeds of climate resilience and development
By: Thelma C. Bicarme

In a move to strengthen community resilience and promote sustainable livelihoods, the
Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) Region 2 recently turned over
Project LAWA at BINHI (Project LAB) to four municipalities in Quirino Province.

More than just a ceremonial handover, the events in the municipalities of Cabarroguis,
Maddela, Aglipay, and Nagtipunan symbolized a deepening commitment to climate-
adaptive, community-driven development, anchored in grassroots partnerships and
local leadership.

Project LAB is a flagship initiative of the DSWD, implemented in partnership with the
Provincial Government of Quirino and local government units. It seeks to empower
organized community groups through sustainable livelihood projects that aim to
enhance food security, protect the environment, and build disaster resilience.

Key interventions include the establishment of communal gardens, small farm reservoirs
(SFRs), school-based gardens, and other climate-responsive livelihood projects tailored
to local needs.

In a message delivered through the Provincial Social Welfare and Development Office
(PSWDO), Governor Dakila Carlo Cua expressed gratitude to the DSWD and partner
agencies for their sustained commitment. He also underscored the crucial role of
community participation in ensuring the project’s success.

“To the beneficiaries, you are the key to the success of this project. Together, let us
plant the seeds of change and harvest progress,” said Governor Cua.

In Cabarroguis, three project sites were launched in the barangays of Dibibi, Burgos,
and Eden. These sites now feature communal gardens and SFRs designed to help
communities adapt to the impacts of climate change.

Support from local stakeholders was strong. Provincial Board Member Martin Bulayo
pledged continued support from the Sangguniang Panlalawigan and encouraged
community associations to submit their priority needs for future funding.


https://pia.gov.ph/feature-sowing-seeds-of-climate-resilience-and-development/

The Municipal Agriculture Office offered free seeds and accepted project proposals,
while the Provincial Agriculture Office committed to providing red tilapia fingerlings and
training on seedling propagation.

Jensen Pintiano, president of the Dibibi beneficiaries’ association, praised the initiative
and the active involvement of community members and barangay officials in enhancing
project sites.

In Maddela, the project has entered its second year, focusing on the development of an
SFR, pump well, and both communal and school-based gardens. The turnover
ceremony also served to transfer ownership and responsibility to local associations.

Mayor Rimel Tolentino committed to constructing a new SFR at the Dumabato Norte
site and emphasized the need for officially registering associations to expand their
access to programs and support services.

The president of the Dumabato Norte Riverside Association expressed gratitude for the
project’s positive impact on food production, livelihoods, and community unity.

In Aglipay, the turnover was held in Barangay Villa Pagaduan, which includes three
project sites, two of them in Villa Santiago. One of these sites, located within a school,
marks the first school-based implementation of Project LAB in the entire Cagayan
Valley. Mothers of enrolled students serve as the primary beneficiaries, gaining
alternative livelihood opportunities while supporting their children’s education and
contributing to local economic growth.

Mayor Jerry Agsalda affirmed his full support for Project LAB, with the Municipal
Environment and Natural Resources Office (MENRO) allocating a separate budget for
next year. The Municipal Agriculture Office also committed P20,000 worth of seedlings.

Marlon Sevilla, president of the Villa Pagaduan Association, shared that the project
fostered greater unity in their barangay. The group plans to reinvest earnings from
tilapia sales to expand into goat and cattle raising.

The final turnover was held in Nagtipunan, specifically in Barangay Sangbay, covering
four sites in Sangbay, Mataddi, and San Dionisio. Representing Governor Cua,
Provincial Board Member Thomas Baccac shared the provincial government’s vision of
establishing a centralized trading hub, similar to the Nueva Vizcaya Agricultural
Terminal, for Project LAB produce. This initiative would make local products more
accessible and appealing to larger buyers.
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Speaking on behalf of Mayor Noel Lim, Sangguniang Bayan Member Edmon Suguitan
emphasized the importance of sustaining the project beyond its current beneficiaries.
He assured residents that the mayor's office remains open to supporting the
associations.

MENRO Officer Orlan Baliton also pledged technical support, particularly in organic
farming and strengthening environmental advocacy efforts.

As part of the turnover activities, the PSWDO and the Provincial Environment and
Natural Resources Office distributed 100 fruit-bearing tree seedlings to participating
communities. The effort aims to bolster food security and support local reforestation
initiatives.

What sprouted across Quirino during these turnover ceremonies was more than
gardens and reservoirs—it was a renewed spirit of cooperation, empowerment, and
climate resilience. Through Project LAWA at BINHI, the seeds of sustainable progress
have been sown. With the dedication of local communities and government partners,
they are bound to flourish.
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Death toll from Himalayan flood in India likely to hit over 70

Officials in India say at least 68 people remain unaccounted for a week after a deadly
wall of icy water swept away a Himalayan town and buried it in mud.

On top of four people reported to have been killed, the figure takes the likely overall toll
of the Aug. 5 disaster to more than 70 dead.

Videos broadcast by survivors showed a terrifying surge of muddy water sweeping
away multistory apartment blocks.

Disaster officials said on Tuesday they were searching for corpses in the wreckage of
the tourist town of Dharali in northern Uttarakhand state.

Gambhir Singh Chauhan, from the National Disaster Response Force, said sniffer dogs
had identified several sites indicating there was a body, but “when digging started, water
came out from below.”

Teams are also using ground-penetrating radar in the grim search, he added.
More than 100 people were initially reported as missing. But with roads swept away and
mobile phone communications damaged, it has taken rescuers days to cross-check the

list.

The local government now lists 68 people as missing, including 44 Indians and 22
Nepalis. Nine soldiers are also on the list.

Deadly floods and landslides are common during the monsoon season from June to
September, but experts say climate change, coupled with poorly planned development,

is increasing their frequency and severity.

Climate change experts warned that the disaster was a “wake-up call” to the effects of
global warming.

No official cause of the flood has been given, but scientists have said it was likely that
intense rains triggered a collapse of debris from a rapidly melting glacier.
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Himalayan glaciers, which provide critical water to nearly 2 billion people, are melting
faster than ever before due to climate change, exposing communities to unpredictable

and costly disasters.

The softening of permafrost increases the chances of landslides.
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CCC Boosts Carbon Offset Drive With Laguna, National Power Corporation

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) has strengthened its carbon offsetting
program, the Net Zero Challenge (NZC), with the help of the local government unit
(LGU) of Paete, Laguna and the National Power Corporation (NPC).

In a news release on Friday, the commission stated that CCC Vice Chairperson and
Executive Director Robert Borje expressed appreciation to Paete Mayor Ronald Cosico
and the local government for their sustained partnership over the past three years
during their meeting on July 31.

He emphasized the importance of working closely with LGUs and government-owned
and controlled corporations (GOCCs) in driving community-level climate action.

The NPC owns and manages Caliraya-Lumot Watershed, the site of NZC.

“Local governments are at the frontline of climate action. Strengthening our partnerships
with LGUs like Paete and with government corporations like NPC helps ensure that
national climate policies translate into real, community-driven solutions on the ground,”
Borje said.

“The Net Zero Challenge is proof that cross-sector collaboration can deliver impact and
inspire action.”

For his part, Cosico conveyed the LGU’s ongoing support for the NZC, emphasizing
how the partnership has enhanced Paete’s local climate initiatives.

He also raised community challenges, particularly those caused by typhoons and other
extreme weather events, and discussed the LGU’s plan to update its Local Climate
Change Action Plan (LCCAP).

In response, Borje assured the LGU of the CCC’s continued technical assistance in the
updating of the LCCAP as he reiterated the CCC’s commitment to expanding capacity-
building efforts and technical collaboration to help scale the progress of the NZC in the
region.

These efforts are aligned with the Philippine government's commitment to pursue
climate resilience and sustainable development at all levels, with President Ferdinand R.

14


https://pageone.ph/ccc-boosts-carbon-offset-drive-with-laguna-national-power-corporation/

Marcos Jr. consistently highlighting the critical role of local governments in achieving
national climate goals.

This visit marks another step forward in operationalizing the CCC’s commitment to
localized and inclusive climate action.

By reinforcing the LGU-GOCC partnership model, the CCC aims to demonstrate that
the NZC can deliver both measurable carbon reduction and tangible co-benefits for
communities.

The program also serves as a model for implementing the Nationally Determined
Contribution (NDC) and related climate strategies across the country.

The NZC was launched in the Caliraya-Lumot watershed in 2023 in partnership with the
LGU of Paete and NPC.

This program aims to translate key national climate policies such as the National
Adaptation Plan (NAP), the National Strategy Framework on Climate Change (NSFCC),
and the NDC into grounded climate action through nature-based solutions and inclusive
community engagement.
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CCC IN THE NEWS:
DAILY TRIBUNE

Losing spark: Human connection to nature drops in 200 yrs
By: Abegail Esquireda

Regine Velasquez once shared that, as a child, she used to play in the canal to catch
fish. To people’s disbelief, she shockingly asked, “Bakit, wala na bang isda sa kanal
ngayon? (Aren’t there fish in the canal anymore?)”

It makes you wonder how carefree life once was — playing in nature without fear of
harm. Now, people have grown so distant that nature is seen as something for
vacations, not for everyday mornings.

The Guardian reported on a study by Miles Richardson, professor of nature
connectedness at the University of Derby, which found that human connection with
nature has declined by 60% since 1800. He measured this loss over 220 years using
data on urbanization, wildlife decline, and even changes in parenting, where fewer
children are encouraged to bond with nature.

This sad reality is even reflected in literature. Between 1800 and 2020, words like river,
moss, and blossom have steadily faded from books. Professor Richardson attributes
this to an “extinction of experience” among people.

“‘Nature connectedness is now accepted as a key root cause of the environmental
crisis,” Richardson said.

“It's vitally important for our own mental health as well. It unites people with nature’s
wellbeing. There’s a need for transformational change if we're going to fix society’s
relationship with nature,” he added.

From being an anito-worshipping nation, many Filipinos now rarely experience playing
in streams (sapa), chasing dragonflies, or seeing them on quiet evenings. Such scenes
are now mostly found in old books or remote areas.

And sadly, the answer to Regine’s question is "yes." There are little to no fish in the
canals anymore — only garbage.

According to the Climate Change Commission, only 24 percent of the Philippines’ total
land area is covered by forests. That is about 7.2 million hectares, compared to 17.8
million hectares in 1934.

Living in Metro Manila makes encountering nature feel almost impossible unless you

make an effort to visit parks. Even enjoying morning coffee under a backyard tree is
now considered a small luxury.
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Even provinces near the capital are at high risk. Take Rizal, for example, where hidden
natural wonders, including the breathtaking Sierra Madre mountain range, are being
overshadowed by quarrying. The noise from the sites drowns out the murmur of
streams and the song of crickets, while dust clouds replace the glow of fireflies.

The destruction of nature, which worsens disasters like flooding and landslides, is a
painful sign that our disconnection from the natural world is growing deeper than ever.

17



DoST pushes future-ready innovations

The Department of Science and Technology’s Advanced Science and Technology
Institute (DoST-ASTI) kicked off the 2nd Advanced Science, Technology, and
Innovation Convention (ASTICON) last 5 August at Novotel Manila, Quezon City — all
under the timely theme, “Preparing Tomorrow, Today.”

For DoST Undersecretary for R&D Dr. Leah Buendia, the message is clear: “The future
is built by the actions we take now — especially those grounded in science and driven
by progress.”

Four new flagship programs took center stage, each pushing the limits of what's
possible. The Al-Centered Computation, Optimization and Responsible Research
Development or ACCORD will harness Al for national priorities, with an emphasis on
responsible research and workforce development. Advancement of Autonomous
Systems, Wireless Connectivity and Embedded Electronics for National Transformation
or ASCENT will focus on advancing autonomous systems, |oT, and wireless
connectivity for nationwide transformation. Collaborative Open Network Infrastructure
for Emerging Technologies, Computing, and Connectivity or CONNECT aims to build
open network infrastructure for emerging tech and scientific collaboration. Transforming
High-Impact Research into Viable Everyday Solutions or THRIVE will turn high-impact
research into everyday solutions.

DoST-ASTI Director Franz de Leon summed it up best: “If you’re looking for the next big
thing in science and technology, you don’t have to look far. Look at DoST. Fantastic
technologies live here.”

DoST Secretary Renato Solidum Jr. praised ASTI's work for going “beyond institutional
strategy” — citing projects like SARWAIS for disaster risk monitoring and iTANONG,
which lets the public access government data in English, Tagalog, or Taglish.

The convention drew over 200 participants — from industry leaders to innovators —
with exhibits from tech partners like Murata Electronics, Thinking Machines and AWS,
plus talks from Microsoft Philippines, Twala and IONICS.

Building disaster-ready communities

Just days later, Solidum was in Baguio for HANDA Pilipinas sa Bagong Pilipinas (7 to 9

August), an expo on local technologies that help LGUs prepare for earthquakes, floods,
landslides, volcanic eruptions and more.
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“I's not just about gadgets,” he said. “When communities understand the risks and have
the tools and knowledge to act, they become stronger and safer.”

The event highlighted solutions like GeoRiskPH, a hazard mapping platform now
adopted by the Cordillera Regional Land Use Committee, and Dynaslope, which uses
sensors for early landslide detection. Other projects like SARAI, which supports climate-
smart agriculture, and DANAS, a multilingual disaster risk reduction toolkit, showed how
science works on the ground.

Climate action and R&D as a national mission

In Manila, the Philippine Association for the Advancement of Science and Technology
(PhilASST) and DoST-NCR gathered experts to tackle climate change under the
PAGTANAW 2050 vision.

The Climate Change Commission unveiled the National Adaptation Plan 2023-2050,
mapping strategies in agriculture, water resources, biodiversity, cultural heritage and
more.

Meanwhile, the 8th National R&D Conference brought together over 150 scientists to

share innovations — from near-real-time rainfall monitoring tools like SatRex to the
GeoRiskPH and PlanSmart platforms that streamline hazard data for local planning.
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