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PALAWAN NEWS

Report pushes for fairer global support to island-led climate solutions, cites
Palawan projects

A new international report is calling for structural changes in how the world supports
island nations like the Philippines in responding to climate change, saying assistance
must be long-term, community-led, and tailored to local realities.

PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY

OCD official lauds DOST ‘Handa Pilipinas’ drive for resilient communities

Office of Civil Defense Officer-in-Charge lauded the Department of Science and
Technology (DOST) for its HANDA Pilipinas nationwide campaign of pushing science,
technology and innovation as a driver in ensuring climate change adaptation and
disaster risk reduction towards the vision of a Bagong Pilipinas that is safe, resilient,
and bringing inclusive growth to every community.
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THE PHILIPPINE STAR

Climate heat extremes driving tropical bird decline — study
By: Julien Mivielle

Tropical bird populations have plummeted not only due to deforestation but also
extreme heat attributable to climate change, according to a study published on Monday
in the journal Nature Ecology & Evolution.

Rising waters, rising leaders: How youth innovation can build the Philippines'
climate resilience
By: Hailey Que Yap

Floodwater crept into public roads, reminding people of the year-old warnings they had
failed to address.

CCC IN THE NEWS:
BUSINESS WORLD

Mangroves, natural quardian if Quezon coastline
By: Edg Adrian A. Eva

In Barangay Alitas in Infanta, Quezon Province, where saltwater and freshwater quietly
converge, trees with roots rising from the shallows dominate the landscape. These salt-
tolerant trees, known as mangroves—or bakauan in Filipino—have long sustained the
community with food, protection, and resilience.

PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY

CCC, Partners forge path for NDC implementation
By: John Lester Naguna

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) and the NDC Partnership have convened a
two-part engagement to bolster the country’s institutional readiness and align climate
support with its national climate action plan.

CCC Strengthens Carbon Offset Drive with Laguna LGU, NPC

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) met with Mayor Ronald B. Cosico of Paete,
Laguna to discuss updates on the implementation of its carbon offsetting program, the
Net Zero Challenge (NZC). The meeting aimed to reinforce collaboration with the local
government and the National Power Corporation (NPC), which owns and manages
Caliraya-Lumot Watershed, the site of NZC.

Information and Knowledge Management Division
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PALAWAN NEWS

Report pushes for fairer global support to island-led climate solutions, cites
Palawan projects

A new international report is calling for structural changes in how the world supports
island nations like the Philippines in responding to climate change, saying assistance
must be long-term, community-led, and tailored to local realities.

Released in Granada, Spain, “Strengthening the Support Ecosystem: Stakeholder-
Driven Insights to Accelerate Climate Innovation, Entrepreneurship, and Sustainable
Development in Small Island Developing States (SIDS)” was published by Climatebase
Fellows just weeks after the International Court of Justice issued a landmark opinion
linking climate action to justice.

The report comes ahead of the COP30 climate talks in Brazil this November.

“This isn’t about charity or representation. It's about power, systems, and investment.
Islanders are more than capable of developing the solutions they need to solve the
challenges they face,” said project lead Gabriella Hernandez.

“But for those solutions to thrive, we must strengthen support systems and ensure they
have the necessary resources and opportunities to build more resilient futures,” she
added.

SIDS, like the Philippines, only make up less than one percent of the world’s
greenhouse emissions, but they are hit harder by harsher storms, rising seas, and the
loss of biodiversity.

In Palawan, local groups and communities are working on initiatives that follow the
report’s suggestions, but getting money and building things is still hard.

The Light at Home Palawan program is one of these initiatives; it has given solar home
systems to over 1,200 homes in isolated regions and trained local business owners to
maintain them.

Since 2016, the province’s Solar Electrification Program has delivered about 50,000
solar units, and USAID and the Department of Energy have set up mobile solar-
powered platforms to provide emergency energy to hospitals.

Marine ecosystem restoration is also advancing through Indigenous-led mangrove
planting in Busuanga and the Mangroves Against Disaster initiative, which aims to
restore 1,700 hectares of mangrove forests for storm protection and potential income
from blue carbon credits.
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The Mantalingahan Landscape Conservation Project works to protect biodiversity-rich
forests in southern Palawan while supporting Indigenous livelihoods.

Local knowledge hubs such as the Bataraza Learning and Innovation Hub and the
Sulubaai Environmental Foundation’s Sea Academy are building technical skills and
empowering communities to lead conservation and coastal protection.

The report identified seven main gaps in support for SIDS: fragmented and short-term
aid, lack of collaboration, challenges from size and remoteness, limited inclusion of local
leaders in decision-making, restrictive funding pathways, inadequate capacity building,
and insufficient access to relevant data.

Its recommendations include strengthening locally run innovation hubs, creating cross-
island collaboration networks, reforming climate finance to support early-stage projects,
aligning government policies with grassroots solutions, building equitable long-term
partnerships, and investing in open data systems and digital access.
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OCD official lauds DOST ‘Handa Pilipinas’ drive for resilient communities

Office of Civil Defense Officer-in-Charge lauded the Department of Science and
Technology (DOST) for its HANDA Pilipinas nationwide campaign of pushing science,
technology and innovation as a driver in ensuring climate change adaptation and
disaster risk reduction towards the vision of a Bagong Pilipinas that is safe, resilient,
and bringing inclusive growth to every community.

“‘As an agency tasked with coordinating the country’s disaster risk reduction and
management efforts, the Office of Civil Defense depends deeply on science-based
information-early warning systems, hazard maps, geospatial data, climate models,
predictive analytics, and real-time monitoring-to make sound decisions that protect
lives,” Assistant Secretary Bernardo Rafaelito Alejandro IV said during opening of the
Luzon leg of the HANDA Pilipinas in Baguio City on August 7.

“Science is not optional in disaster risk reduction. It is essential. Bida ang Handa: STI
for a smart and resilient Luzon is not just a theme — it is a vision. A vision of a Luzon
that is safer not by chance, but by choice. Smarter not by privilege but by planning.
Resilient not by reaction but by readiness,” he added.

He explained that accurate, timely and science-based data allow the government to act
decisively — from identifying vulnerabilities to crafting evidence-based policies, from
guiding emergency response to informing long term recovery.

The OCD continues to intensify collaboration with various agencies to enhance disaster
preparedness, including the use of modern technology in achieving the vision of a
Bagong Pilipinas that is safe, resilient and bringing in inclusive growth to every
community.
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THE PHILIPPINE STAR

Climate heat extremes driving tropical bird decline — study
By: Julien Mivielle

Tropical bird populations have plummeted not only due to deforestation but also
extreme heat attributable to climate change, according to a study published on Monday
in the journal Nature Ecology & Evolution.

Intensifying temperatures caused a 25-38 percent reduction in tropical bird populations
between 1950 and 2020, compared to a scenario without manmade global warming,
scientists based in Europe and Australia reported.

"The findings are pretty stark," lead author Maximilian Kotz, a researcher at the National
Supercomputing Centre in Barcelona and the Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact
Research (PIK), told AFP.

Bird populations in the tropics now face 30 days of heat extremes per year compared to
three per year in the mid-20th century, he noted.

"This has major consequences for how we think about biodiversity conservation," Kotz
said by email. "Protecting pristine habitats is crucial, but without dealing with climate
change it won't be enough for birds."

Nearly half of all bird species are found in biodiversity-rich tropical regions.

These often colourful animals perform essential services for ecosystems, such as
dispersing plant seeds.

Invasive species another threat
But birds living in these regions may already be "close to the limits" of their tolerance to
high temperatures, which can cause heatstroke (hyperthermia) or dehydration.

The overview study does not provide figures for individual species, but earlier literature
is rich with examples of the devastating impact of rising temperatures.

One documented the heat-related decline of birds in Panama, including the king
quetzal, the red-crested quetzal, the two-coloured kingfisher and the aurora trogon.

Another study published in 2017 showed how some tropical hummingbirds are now
forced to seek shade to regulate their temperature in extreme heat, cutting into the
amount of time they can spend searching for life-sustaining nectar.

Extreme heat waves, which are becoming more frequent, represent a far greater threat
than increases in average temperatures or rainfall, another result of human-induced
climate change.
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Up to now, it has been assumed that the decline in bird populations worldwide was due
mainly to other well-identified factors, especially habitat loss, pesticide use, hunting, and
invasive species, especially snakes that snack on bird eggs and mosquitos carrying
avian malaria.

But the new findings "challenge the view that direct human pressures have so far been
the dominant driver of impacts on bird populations compared to climate change in
tropical regions," according to the authors.

To reach this conclusion, they analysed observational data from more than 3,000 bird
populations around the world and used statistical modelling to isolate the effects of
extreme weather from other factors.

The findings help complete the picture of tropical bird decline, noted Aimee Van
Tatenhove, a post-doctoral fellow at Cornell University's Center for Avian Population
Studies who was not involved in the study.

"Deforestation has an obvious impact -- trees are cut and habitat is destroyed," she told
AFP. "We need long-term datasets like the authors used to understand how extreme
temperatures impact avian populations."

"This study is an important reminder that we need to continue examining different
causes of population declines and apply those findings to conservation initiatives," she
continued.



Rising waters, rising leaders: How youth innovation can build the Philippines’
climate resilience
By: Hailey Que Yap

Floodwater crept into public roads, reminding people of the year-old warnings they had
failed to address.

A 2024 study by World Weather Attribution found that the chance of Category 3 to 5
typhoons hitting the Philippines has risen by 25% due to climate change (Climate
Change Supercharged Late Typhoon Season in the Philippines, Highlighting the Need
for Resilience to Consecutive Events — World Weather Attribution). Yet, despite these
clear signals, government efforts have mainly focused on immediate relief — aid
distribution and evacuations — rather than long-term flood control infrastructure
(Cayabyab; Subingsubing). When the 2025 typhoon season struck, the same pattern
repeated: floods devastated communities and destroyed infrastructure.

As co-founder of Kultibado, a youth-led enterprise connecting farmers with markets for
surplus and “ugly” produce, I've witnessed firsthand how disaster strips away veneers of
stability and exposes the frailty of our systems.

Kultibado’s mission is systemic change: encouraging buyers to purchase surplus and
oddly shaped-but-fresh produce that would otherwise go to waste, and connecting
farmers to buyers to alleviate supply chain inefficiencies. This approach reduces food
waste and methane emissions, boosts farmer incomes, and makes nutritious food more
affordable. However, the true test came when floods disrupted supply chains and
exposed the limits of traditional infrastructure.

When supplying produce to four NGOs for disaster relief, our youth-led team noticed
everyday cracks that widened under pressure:

Communication breakdowns

Although 69% of Filipino farmers own cellphones (Foxmont Capital), only 40% have
reliable connectivity, and just 27% have bank accounts (Arceo). During typhoons, many
farmers lacked reliable phones or digital literacy and were reachable only via texts
relayed through family members. These delays revealed how easily communication
breaks down during crises.

Resource pooling but no safety net

Without real-time tools for avoiding flooded roads or coordinating deliveries, farmers
hesitated to use their vehicles. While platforms like Transportify, AgroDigital’s
MoverMarket and Google Maps can aid coordination, farmers need targeted training
and real-time updates to build confidence, especially during disasters.

Inadequate storage
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Small-scale farmers who pool resources to deliver directly to Metro Manila face limited
access to affordable and clean storage. High rental costs lead to spoilage and lost
income, while insufficient storage restricts scaling operations to meet larger markets
(Asian Development Bank). Although government policies support smallholder
infrastructure, local implementation gaps highlight the urgent need for practical solutions
like cooperative storage models and public-private partnerships.

Cultural and clarity gaps

Delays in sharing bad news — like delivery slowdowns — often stem from social
dynamics. Politeness theory explains that people postpone negative messages to
protect their “face” or social standing (“Politeness Theory | EBSCQO”). In the Philippines,
this is compounded by “pakikisama,” a cultural value prioritizing smooth relationships
over direct communication (“Pakikisama”). Designing effective tools for farmers means
understanding and addressing these cultural nuances.

When traditional methods stalled, our team turned to digital mapping to crowdsource
which barangays needed the most help, used social media for partnerships, and
coordinated closely with local farmers for decentralized sourcing. We were among many
youth-driven groups showing that innovation is possible even amid crisis.

Why do the youth matter in these moments?

Today’s youth are digital natives, well-attuned to their communities’ needs and the
technologies that can meet them. Groups like Kids 4 Kids — a creative NGO blending
activism with culture-conscious design; Kultibado — encouraging corporate buyers to
purchase surplus & ugly produce; and SensoRy Al — an Al-powered wildfire detection
system using wireless sensor networks show how young innovators create novel
solutions to urgent environmental challenges.

However, youth-led innovation requires support. From Kultibado’s journey, I've identified
four ways to empower Filipino youth as climate leaders:

Nurture the youth: Connect youth to mentors for lifelong learning

Promote mentor-matching initiatives via NGOs and the government, enabling young
leaders to gain guidance in leadership, financial literacy, and project management.
Encourage youth to proactively seek advice and build networks with changemakers
locally and globally through groups like ASES Manila and Sip & Scale.

Equip the Youth: Invest in Youth-led innovation
Expand access to grants and microfunding through programs like the Earth Prize and

the Foundation for the Philippine Environment #Youth4Biodiversity Grants. Boost
innovation hubs such as the SIGLAT Youth Innovation Hub and DOST Caraga that



provide mentorship and incubation tailored to youth. Form partnerships with the private
sector and local governments to scale promising ideas.

Mobilize the youth: Open formal roles and policy spaces

Institutionalize youth representation in local government, disaster risk councils, and
development committees, inspired by models like the US National Environmental Youth
Advisory Council. Engage youth actively in planning and policy advocacy, creating
platforms for their voices in national discussions.

Encourage the youth: Make opportunities accessible and inclusive

Simplify applications and reduce fees that limit youth engagement. Ensure programs
actively recruit youth from diverse backgrounds, including rural areas, to represent the
communities most vulnerable to climate risks.

With 74% of Filipinos exposed to climate hazards (World Bank Climate Change
Knowledge Portal), empowering the youth isn't just idealistic — it's essential. While
each typhoon uncovers vulnerabilities, it also reveals new builders: innovators and
leaders capable of transforming weakness into strength.

By investing in our youth today, we aren't just bracing for the next disaster. We build a
future where resilience is ingrained into every community and every system.
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Mangroves, natural quardian if Quezon coastline
By: Edg Adrian A. Eva

In Barangay Alitas in Infanta, Quezon Province, where saltwater and freshwater quietly
converge, trees with roots rising from the shallows dominate the landscape. These salt-
tolerant trees, known as mangroves—or bakauan in Filipino—have long sustained the
community with food, protection, and resilience.

For Sherwin P. Aveno, a 36-year-old rice farmer and part-time fisherman, mangroves
are more than just trees. As president of the Alitas Farmers and Fisherfolk Association
Inc. (AFFAI), he believes that mangroves are a lifeline for their community.

“‘Mangroves help us because they become breeding grounds for fish,” Mr. Aveno said in
Filipino, emphasizing the importance of mangroves to their daily catch.

Forester Thaddeus C. Martinez, Manager of the Natural Resources Management
Department at Haribon Foundation, AFFAI's partner environmental organization, told
BusinessWorld that mangroves are a nature-based solution to climate change due to
their ability to capture and store up to five times more carbon than terrestrial trees.

“Carbon absorption in a mangrove forest is bigger. Why? Because it's also in the soil,
the mangrove area’s capacity to sequester carbon,” Mr. Martinez said in mixed English
and Filipino.

“There is more carbon stored in the soil. So, it's a combination of the tree’s functions
and the soil.”

He added that they also serve as a habitat for various species of fish and crustaceans,
which provide a source of livelihood for the community.

“So, if there are no mangroves, how will they multiply? That's one of the basics, but
sometimes, many people don’t appreciate this,” Mr. Martinez said.

A 2012 report by The Environmental Law Alliance Worldwide (ELAW) shows that
mangroves can significantly reduce the height of wind and swell waves by 13% to 66%
over a distance of just 100 meters.

“When a typhoon hits, instead of experiencing the full force of a Signal No. 3 storm
warning—which indicates destructive winds—we feel a weaker impact,” Mr. Aveno said.

Human threat
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Like other wildlife, Mr. Martinez said, mangroves are also not spared from threats
caused by human activity.

Mangroves are cut down to be used for furniture and other household items, or as fuel
wood.

Before the restoration efforts began, Mr. Aveno said that his fellow fisherfolk were
cutting down mangrove trees to create pools for fish farming.

A report from the Climate Change Commission said that the Philippines has already lost
a vast portion of its mangrove forest cover over the past century.

From an estimated 450,000 hectares in 1920, mangrove coverage declined to 317,500
hectares by 1990, and further decreased to 311,400 hectares in the most recent
statistics.

It added that the conservation of the remaining mangrove forests is crucial, as they play
a vital role in coastal protection, biodiversity conservation, and carbon sequestration.

To reverse decades of degradation, restoration efforts are now underway—led by both
local communities and corporate partners.

Manulife and Haribon’s mangrove restoration initiative

To help protect and expand the country’s mangrove forests, Manulife Philippines, the
local arm of one of the world’s leading financial services providers, has launched a
mangrove restoration initiative with the Haribon Foundation on May 30.

The expanded partnership aims to plant more than 15,000 mangrove seedlings across
various sites in Quezon Province over the next three years.

Since 2022, they have also collaborated to plant over 21,250 native trees in the Sierra
Madre mountain range.

This time, the effort has expanded to the seashore, underscoring Manulife’s Impact
Agenda commitments to accelerate a sustainable future, as well as Haribon’s ‘Forest for
Life’ conservation campaign.

“We will be going into the back roads and doing the seed plantation ourselves.
Hopefully, with these small actions, we can create some interest and willingness to take
action on these very important issues in the wider community,” Rahul Hora, President
and Chief Executive Officer of Manulife Philippines, said during the launch event.

Meanwhile, Haribon Foundation’s Chief Operating Officer, Arlie Endonila, expressed her
appreciation for the recent expanded partnership with Manulife.
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“I've read through Manulife’s Impact Agenda. It is truly amazing how it aligns with
Haribon’s vision and mission, especially in ensuring not only a healthy environment but
also the well-being of the communities,” Ms. Endonila said.

After the launch, BusinessWorld and other media members were invited to see and be
involved in the mangrove restoration project.

During that time, Haribon led the planting of over 100 seedlings in the area managed by
the Alitas Farmers and Fisherfolk Association Inc. (AFFAL).

Ken Carlo Penaflor, a forester from the Haribon Foundation, said that restoring a
mangrove forest is a long and meticulous process.

Two mangrove species commonly found in the area each require specific tidal
conditions to survive and flourish.

The Tall-stilt Mangrove, locally known as Bakauan-lalaki, is ideally planted in the inner
or landward zones.

Meanwhile, the Asiatic Mangrove, or Loop-root Mangrove, locally called Bakauan-
babae, thrives in the outer zones closer to the shore.

Mangrove restoration process

Mangrove life begins in a nursery, where seedlings are nurtured in a controlled
environment for 6 to 8 months to ensure they are ready for planting.

Once ready, the seedlings are planted in areas that have been denuded or damaged
due to human activity or strong typhoons.

Mangroves are expected to become partially viable, or begin capturing carbon, by the
time they reach the sapling stage, which is around three years old.

Mangroves typically mature between 5 to 10 years, with an overall lifespan ranging from
20 to 100 years.

Mr. Martinez gladly said that mangroves planted at sites in Alitas have a high survival
rate of 85%, sometimes even reaching 92%.

He expressed optimism that the initiative will be sustainable due to the support of the
community, along with Manulife’s long-term commitment.

Mr. Hora assured that Manulife’s commitment to the restoration initiative is long-term
and goes beyond just planting seeds.
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The company will continue to support Haribon and the community until the mangroves
become viable.

Mr. Hora added that they also plan to expand the initiative to other areas of the country.

“This is just the beginning. We want to continue working with Haribon,” Mr. Hora said.

“We will sustain our efforts because we truly believe in what we are doing. So, yes, we
will also continue to focus on other areas of the country.”

For fisherman Mr. Aveno, initiatives like this are warmly welcomed by the community, as

they could spark the growth of other industries, such as eco-tourism, which has already
started and is providing new jobs now for the community.
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CCC, Partners forge path for NDC implementation
By: John Lester Naguna

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) and the NDC Partnership have convened a
two-part engagement to bolster the country’s institutional readiness and align climate
support with its national climate action plan.

The back-to-back events, a writeshop and a development partners’ meeting, were
designed to ensure that assistance from development partners is in sync with the
Philippines’ updated Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC). The Philippines
submitted its first NDC to the United Nations in 2021, and the enhanced version is
expected to be finalized later this year.

The project development writeshop gathered technical, planning, and finance officials
from key national government agencies, including the Departments of Environment and
Natural Resources, Energy, Agriculture, Finance, and Budget and Management. The
sessions focused on strengthening their capacity to develop “bankable” and investment-
ready climate projects aligned with the NDC’s priority actions. Participants received
practical guidance on creating structured proposals and concept notes.

To build on this momentum, a Development Partners’ Coordination Meeting on August
1 convened 39 representatives from more than 20 development partner organizations
and government agencies. Serving as a follow-up to the 2024 Development Partners’
Roundtable on Climate Action, the meeting’s objectives included taking stock of current
support and realigning it based on emerging priorities of the enhanced NDC.

CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje emphasized the need
to sustain momentum and strengthen coordination mechanisms. “Today’s meeting is
not merely a technical checkpoint. It is a reaffirmation of our shared climate ambition,”
Borje said.

Discussions during the meeting also covered cross-cutting themes such as a just
transition, gender inclusion, and the creation of a national climate finance strategy.
Participants highlighted the importance of improved coordination and robust
measurement, reporting, and verification (MRV) systems to ensure the country’s climate
goals are effectively translated into actionable programs.
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CCC Strengthens Carbon Offset Drive with Laguna LGU, NPC

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) met with Mayor Ronald B. Cosico of Paete,
Laguna to discuss updates on the implementation of its carbon offsetting program, the
Net Zero Challenge (NZC). The meeting aimed to reinforce collaboration with the local
government and the National Power Corporation (NPC), which owns and manages
Caliraya-Lumot Watershed, the site of NZC.

During the meeting, CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje
expressed appreciation to Mayor Cosico and the local government for their sustained
partnership over the past three years. He emphasized the importance of working closely
with LGUs and government-owned and controlled corporations (GOCCs) in driving
community-level climate action.

“Local governments are at the frontline of climate action. Strengthening our partnerships
with LGUs like Paete and with government corporations like NPC helps ensure that
national climate policies translate into real, community-driven solutions on the ground.
The Net Zero Challenge is proof that cross-sector collaboration can deliver impact and
inspire action,” Borje said.

For his part, Cosico conveyed the LGU’s ongoing support for the NZC, emphasizing
how the partnership has enhanced Paete’s local climate initiatives. He also raised
community challenges, particularly those caused by typhoons and other extreme
weather events, and discussed the LGU’s plan to update its Local Climate Change
Action Plan (LCCAP).

In response, Borje assured the LGU of the CCC’s continued technical assistance in the
updating of the LCCAP. He also reiterated the CCC’s commitment to expanding
capacity-building efforts and technical collaboration to help scale the progress of the
NZC in the region. These efforts are aligned with the Philippine government’s
commitment to pursue climate resilience and sustainable development at all levels, with
President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. consistently highlighting the critical role of local
governments in achieving national climate goals.

This visit marks another step forward in operationalizing the CCC’s commitment to
localized and inclusive climate action. By reinforcing the LGU-GOCC partnership model,
the CCC aims to demonstrate that the NZC can deliver both measurable carbon
reduction and tangible co-benefits for communities. The program also serves as a
model for implementing the Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC) and related
climate strategies across the country.

The NZC was launched in the Caliraya-Lumot watershed in 2023 in partnership with the
LGU of Paete and NPC. This program aims to translate key national climate policies
such as the National Adaptation Plan (NAP), the National Strategy Framework on
Climate Change (NSFCC), and the NDC into grounded climate action through nature-
based solutions and inclusive community engagement
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