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LPA near Aurora approaching land, has 'medium' chance to become tropical

depression
By: Ariel Rojas

The Low Pressure Area over the Philippines sea is approaching land and now has
medium potential for tropical cyclone formation, according to PAGASA.

DAILY TRIBUNE

Philippines leads ASEAN climate talks on Loss and Damage
By:Jing Villamenta

The Philippines, through the Department of Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR), hosted a regional policy dialogue on Loss and Damage — marking the first in a
series of ASEAN-level discussions aimed at deepening regional understanding and
cooperation on this critical climate agenda.


https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/weather-traffic/2025/8/7/lpa-spotted-east-of-aurora-has-medium-chance-to-become-tropical-cyclone-1112
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https://tribune.net.ph/2025/08/08/philippines-leads-asean-climate-talks-on-loss-and-damage
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Philippines hosts Southeast Asian dialogue on ‘Loss and Damage’

The Philippines, through its Department of Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR), hosted a regional policy dialogue on “loss and damage” this week, the first in a
series of discussions aimed at deepening Southeast Asian understanding and
cooperation on the climate issue.
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DPWH commits to aid flooding that submerges farmers’ crops
By: Rachel Ganancial

The Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH) first district engineering office
has vowed to immediately provide additional drainage canal after rice fields in Barangay
Abongan, Taytay town, Palawan were submerged in floodwater.

Zambo Sur champions climate-resilient agriculture
By: Harvy T. Bangayan

The Zamboanga del Sur Provincial Agriculture Office (PAO) is scaling up programs to
help farmers adapt to extreme weather, secure food supply, and maintain agricultural
productivity.

CCC IN THE NEWS:
DAILY TRIBUNE
[Opinion] Climate change knows no borders: Why ASEAN must lead with unity

and urgency
By: Secretary Robert EA Borje

Every August, we mark ASEAN Month to honor the founding of the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations on 8 August 1967. But more than a ceremonial
commemoration, ASEAN Month is a call to reflect on the challenges we face together,
and how we must rise as one.
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CCC boosts carbon offset drive with Laguna, NPC

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) has strengthened its carbon offsetting
program, the Net Zero Challenge (NZC), with the help of the local government unit
(LGU) of Paete, Laguna and the National Power Corporation (NPC).


https://manilastandard.net/business/314627876/philippines-hosts-southeast-asian-dialogue-on-loss-and-damage.html
https://pia.gov.ph/dpwh-commits-to-aid-flooding-that-submerges-farmers-crops/
https://pia.gov.ph/zambo-sur-champions-climate-resilient-agriculture/
https://tribune.net.ph/2025/08/10/climate-change-knows-no-borders-why-asean-must-lead-with-unity-and-urgency
https://tribune.net.ph/2025/08/10/climate-change-knows-no-borders-why-asean-must-lead-with-unity-and-urgency
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1256165
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COA issues unmodified opinions on agencies
By: Khrystyn Andaya

Good Governance starts with transparency. Receiving an unmodified opinion from the
Commission on Audit (COA) — although this is not to be considered a sole indicator of
transparency — is one step toward this.

Information and Knowledge Management Division


https://www.manilatimes.net/2025/08/08/supplements/coa-issues-unmodified-opinions-on-agencies/2164586
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LPA near Aurora approaching land, has 'medium' chance to become tropical

depression
By: Ariel Rojas

The Low Pressure Area over the Philippines sea is approaching land and now has
medium potential for tropical cyclone formation, according to PAGASA.

At 8 a.m. Thursday, the LPA was located 95 km east of Casiguran, Aurora.

It may cross Northern Luzon later this afternoon or evening and emerge over the West
Philippine Sea by early Friday.

The LPA will bring scattered to widespread rains over Northern Luzon.
Meanwhile, another LPA outside the Philippine area of responsibility, more than 2,700
km far east of Extreme Northern Luzon, has high chance of developing into a tropical

cyclone.

It may enter the PAR early next week.
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Philippines leads ASEAN climate talks on Loss and Damage
By:Jing Villamenta

The Philippines, through the Department of Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR), hosted a regional policy dialogue on Loss and Damage — marking the first in a
series of ASEAN-level discussions aimed at deepening regional understanding and
cooperation on this critical climate agenda.

The event, held on 6 and 7 August in Makati City, gathered representatives from
ASEAN Member States, climate experts, and development partners to examine the
complex dimensions of climate-induced Loss and Damage — climate impacts that go
beyond the limits of adaptation. As host of the Meetings of the Board of the Fund for
Responding to Loss and Damage (FrLD), the Philippines is taking an active role in
elevating the agenda across Southeast Asia and positioning the region as a proactive
participant in global climate negotiations.

DENR Undersecretary Jonas R. Leones, chair of the ASEAN Senior Officials on the
Environment (ASOEN), said the policy dialogue highlighted that “by working together,
sharing our knowledge, and aligning our efforts, we can transform ASEAN into a beacon
for climate resilience and sustainable development, safeguarding the well-being of our
communities and the future of our planet.”

The discussions focused on identifying national and regional priorities, promoting policy
coherence, and exploring effective ways to access support from the FrLD, which was
established at the 27th Session of the Conference of Parties (COP 27) to the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. Participants exchanged views on
the meaning of “Loss and Damage” in the regional context, the framework for
responding to these issues, and ASEAN'’s role in addressing them. They also shared
knowledge on the current state of climate change-induced damage and loss in their
respective countries.

Southeast Asia remains one of the world’s most climate-vulnerable regions, facing
growing threats from rising sea levels, extreme heat, wildfires, biodiversity loss, and
crop failures. These impacts have already begun to undermine livelihoods, displace
communities, and strain national capacities for response and recovery.

The operationalisation of the FrLD presents an opportunity for ASEAN Member States
to secure support in addressing the irreversible impacts of climate change. However,
effective engagement with the Fund requires a clear and shared regional understanding
of Loss and Damage. This policy dialogue is part of a broader effort to build capacity in
ASEAN and ensure that Member States are prepared to participate in global processes,
advocate for their needs, and access available resources.


https://tribune.net.ph/2025/08/08/philippines-leads-asean-climate-talks-on-loss-and-damage

The event was supported by the ASEAN EU-German Climate Action Programme, a
cooperation project between ASEAN and the German Federal Ministry for Economic
Cooperation and Development (BMZ), co-funded by the European Union (EU), and
implemented by Deutsche Gesellschaft fur Internationale Zusammenarbeit (G1Z) GmbH.
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Philippines hosts Southeast Asian dialogue on ‘Loss and Damage’

The Philippines, through its Department of Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR), hosted a regional policy dialogue on “loss and damage” this week, the first in a
series of discussions aimed at deepening Southeast Asian understanding and
cooperation on the climate issue.

The event, held on Aug. 6 to 7, 2025 in Makati City, brought together representatives
from ASEAN member states, climate experts and development partners. They explored
climate impacts that go beyond the limits of adaptation.

The Philippines, as host of the meetings of the board of the Fund for Responding to
Loss and Damage (FrLD), is taking an active role in elevating the issue across
Southeast Asia and positioning the region as a proactive participant in global climate
negotiations.

DENR Undersecretary Jonas Leones, who chairs the ASEAN Senior Officials on the
Environment (ASOEN), said that “by working together, sharing our knowledge and
aligning our efforts, we can transform ASEAN into a beacon for climate resilience and
sustainable development, safeguarding the well-being of our communities and the
future of our planet.”


https://manilastandard.net/business/314627876/philippines-hosts-southeast-asian-dialogue-on-loss-and-damage.html
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DPWH commits to aid flooding that submerges farmers’ crops
By: Rachel Ganancial

The Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH) first district engineering office
has vowed to immediately provide additional drainage canal after rice fields in Barangay
Abongan, Taytay town, Palawan were submerged in floodwater.

District Engineer Rommel Aguirre said that climate change and other concerns, such as
blockage around the Abongan Communal Irrigation Systems (CIS) canal, contributed to
the flooding.

‘Right now, para maibsan ang tensyon, we have decided, we have planned to
cooperate and do immediate action particular sa niri-request ng mga kababayan sa
Abongan na malagyan ng additional access, drainage patungo sa Talog river,” he said.

The department said that as early as March or April, it was already working on
addressing the concern through sending a backhoe to create alternate support to the
canal. However, the continuous rains affected the accessibility to the area and
submerged the backhoe in the river.

Engineer Il Rhuben Batuigas cited some observations that contributed to the flooding
despite the existence of the canal project in 2024. These include heavy rainfall, siltation,
narrow river channels, blockages in the river channel, and tidal influence.

Batuigas said DPWH and farmers have already discussed a solution in creating an
additional earth canal, but it cannot be pursued yet due to continuous rain that prolongs
the backhoe being stuck in the mud.

“Siguro mari-rescue namin ang backhoe sa susunod pang El Nifio. Lulubog-lilitaw ang
boom niya (backhoe), can you imagine kung gaano kalalim yong baha,” he said.

One of the farmers affected is Marai Nerissa Estolloso of the United Northern Palawan
Rice Granary Farmers, who has been farming for 50 years. She said that the flood,
which usually subsides in a couple of days, now lasts for weeks.

Estolloso only harvested 20 sacks in her two-hectare land and did not yet recover her
expense of P80,000.

“lyon ang problema namin, tatlong cropping na kaming hindi nakapag-ani dahil sa baha
na ‘yan. Lumaki sa area na yan—hindi tumatagal ang tubig ng ganyan na lingguhan,”
she said.

The construction of an additional earth canal, which is also the appeal of farmers, will
help to drain the flood from the farmlands.


https://pia.gov.ph/dpwh-commits-to-aid-flooding-that-submerges-farmers-crops/

DPWH also proposed during the Sangguniang Panlalawigan regular session its long-
term plan, including dredging and widening of the main river channel downstream and
removal of obstructions and debris along the 22-kilometer main river.



Zambo Sur champions climate-resilient agriculture
By: Harvy T. Bangayan

The Zamboanga del Sur Provincial Agriculture Office (PAO) is scaling up programs to
help farmers adapt to extreme weather, secure food supply, and maintain agricultural
productivity.

Provincial Agriculturist Dante Lao-ay said unpredictable weather—especially heavy
rainfall—continues to disrupt farming activities, particularly in low-lying rice fields and
other crop areas.

“‘Dako kaayog impact para sa atong mag-uuma ilabina ug kusog kaayong ulan. Usa sa
epekto ani mao ang malunupan ang atong mga kahumayan ug crops nga posibleng
madaot. Ang pwede lang nato mabuhat ana is magtanom ug bag-ong humay,” he said.

(The impact on our farmers is significant, especially when torrential rains flood rice fields
and damage crops. In many cases, the only recourse is to replant.)

He said farmers face multiple challenges: from crop loss, nutrient-depleted soil, and
pest infestations to delayed harvests, infrastructure damage (like irrigation systems),
and even disruptions in the local food supply chain.

Flood-prone municipalities such as Tambulig, Molave, lower Mahayag, and Ramon
Magsaysay are among the most vulnerable, as rising waters from the Dipolo River often
backflow from Panguil Bay during high tides or extreme rain events.

Despite these challenges, Lao-ay noted that Zamboanga del Sur maintains a 240
percent rice sufficiency level- meaning it produces more than enough rice to feed not
just itself but neighboring provinces as well.

The province has between 80,000 to 100,000 farmers registered under the Registry
System for Basic Sectors in Agriculture (RSBSA), including around 31,000 rice farmers,
tilling roughly 40,000 hectares of land-28,000 hectares of which are irrigated.

“Kailangan gyud sa atong mga farmers iregister gyud nato ang atong area sa RSBSA
kay inkaso naay mga interventions ang gobyerno, matabangan sila,” Lao-ay urged.

(Its important for farmers to register under the RSBSA so they can benefit from
government support when needed.)

To boost resilience, PAO uses a localized area warning system, leveraging social media
platforms and group chats to quickly share weather alerts and updates with the farming
community.

Moreover, the Farmers Field School continues to offer practical, on-ground training in
modern farming techniques and climate-resilient strategies.
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https://pia.gov.ph/zambo-sur-champions-climate-resilient-agriculture/

Lao-ay also highlighted the promotion of climate-tolerant rice varieties, including:
Submarine rice, which can survive extended flooding; and Triple 2, a hardy variety
suited for lowland conditions.

“‘Maong atong mga research institutions karun, walay undang sa pag-research ug mga
variety nga high-yielding, good quality ug tolerable to all climate,” he added.

(That’'s why our research institutions are constantly working to develop high-yielding,
high-quality rice varieties that can withstand various climates.)

For long-term water solutions, Lao-ay said the Department of Agriculture (DA) and the
National Irrigation Administration (NIA) continue to implement projects like solar-
powered irrigation systems to serve priority agricultural areas.

With these proactive strategies, Zamboanga del Sur is not just holding the line—but

pushing forward in its mission to safeguard food security and future-proof local
agriculture against the impacts of climate change.
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[Opinion] Climate change knows no borders: Why ASEAN must lead with unity

and urgency
By: Secretary Robert EA Borje

Every August, we mark ASEAN Month to honor the founding of the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations on 8 August 1967. But more than a ceremonial
commemoration, ASEAN Month is a call to reflect on the challenges we face together,
and how we must rise as one.

This year's theme is ASEAN Month: Together for Progress and at its core is a
recognition that the most urgent and unifying issue we face is climate change. It is no
longer a distant or future threat. It is here. It is now. And it affects all of us, across
borders, economies, and generations.

In the past months alone, climate and climate-related disasters have left an indelible
mark throughout the region. According to the World Meteorological Organization, record
-breaking heatwaves swept across Southeast Asia in April last year, with Myanmar and
Thailand registering some of the highest temperatures on record. In 2024, Asia’s
average temperature was approximately 1.04°C above the 1991 to 2020 baseline.

Recently, Metro Manila and other parts of the Philippines were submerged in
floodwaters following record-breaking rainfall — driven by the combined effects of the
southwest monsoon (habagat) and successive tropical cyclones “Crising,” “Dante” and
‘Emong.”

And as the climate crisis deepens, it often intersects with other vulnerabilities. In March
this year, a devastating earthquake struck Myanmar, killing and injuring thousands.
While earthquakes are not caused by climate change, their impact is magnified in a
country already reeling from extreme weather, fragile infrastructure and prolonged
conflict.

Southeast Asia sits at the frontline of this polycrisis. According to a recent ASEAN
Secretariat report, our region loses an estimated $86.5 billion annually to natural
hazards. This figure underscores the growing disaster financing gap, an obstacle to
achieving sustainable and inclusive development.

The ASEAN response must be bold and coordinated. The ASEAN Climate Change
Strategic Action Plan (ACCSAP) 2025-2030, shaped in part by the ASEAN State of
Climate Change Report (ASCCR), charts a path forward. It offers a framework for
integrating climate action into regional cooperation, from building resilient infrastructure
and advancing low-carbon energy transitions to enhancing nature-based solutions and
promoting climate-smart investments.
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But the vision of ACCSAP will only succeed if matched by commitment across all levels:
governments, private sector, civil society and communities. Climate change does not
recognize national boundaries. Our solutions must be equally borderless, especially as
shared problems require shared solutions.

This is why we must invest not just in adaptation, but in solidarity, ensuring no country
or community is left behind. At the 46th ASEAN Summit, President Ferdinand Marcos
Jr. urged ASEAN partners and developed nations to scale up accessible and sufficient
climate finance, especially for vulnerable developing countries facing extreme weather
impacts. Climate justice in ASEAN means closing the financing gap and empowering
local governments and vulnerable sectors, including women, Indigenous Peoples, small
farmers, and coastal communities.

| saw these principles come to life during the ASEAN Youth in Climate Action and
Disaster Resilience Conference last May in Manila. Organized by the National Youth
Commission, it brought together youth, experts and policymakers from across the
region. Though youth-led, the message was clear: climate change is everyone’s
responsibility.

We are a region of over 680 million people, diverse in cultures, languages, and
landscapes but united by geography and destiny. This ASEAN Month 2025, we must
stress how climate change is the defining challenge of our time, but is also an
opportunity to reimagine our progress and regional solidarity.
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CCC boosts carbon offset drive with Laguna, NPC

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) has strengthened its carbon offsetting
program, the Net Zero Challenge (NZC), with the help of the local government unit
(LGU) of Paete, Laguna and the National Power Corporation (NPC).

In a news release on Friday, the commission stated that CCC Vice Chairperson and
Executive Director Robert Borje expressed appreciation to Paete Mayor Ronald Cosico
and the local government for their sustained partnership over the past three years
during their meeting on July 31.

He emphasized the importance of working closely with LGUs and government-owned
and controlled corporations (GOCCs) in driving community-level climate action.

The NPC owns and manages Caliraya-Lumot Watershed, the site of NZC.

“Local governments are at the frontline of climate action. Strengthening our partnerships
with LGUs like Paete and with government corporations like NPC helps ensure that
national climate policies translate into real, community-driven solutions on the ground,”
Borje said.

“The Net Zero Challenge is proof that cross-sector collaboration can deliver impact and
inspire action.”

For his part, Cosico conveyed the LGU’s ongoing support for the NZC, emphasizing
how the partnership has enhanced Paete’s local climate initiatives.

He also raised community challenges, particularly those caused by typhoons and other
extreme weather events, and discussed the LGU’s plan to update its Local Climate
Change Action Plan (LCCAP).

In response, Borje assured the LGU of the CCC’s continued technical assistance in the
updating of the LCCAP as he reiterated the CCC’s commitment to expanding capacity-
building efforts and technical collaboration to help scale the progress of the NZC in the
region.

These efforts are aligned with the Philippine government's commitment to pursue
climate resilience and sustainable development at all levels, with President Ferdinand R.
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Marcos Jr. consistently highlighting the critical role of local governments in achieving
national climate goals.

This visit marks another step forward in operationalizing the CCC’s commitment to
localized and inclusive climate action.

By reinforcing the LGU-GOCC partnership model, the CCC aims to demonstrate that
the NZC can deliver both measurable carbon reduction and tangible co-benefits for
communities.

The program also serves as a model for implementing the Nationally Determined
Contribution (NDC) and related climate strategies across the country.

The NZC was launched in the Caliraya-Lumot watershed in 2023 in partnership with the
LGU of Paete and NPC.

This program aims to translate key national climate policies such as the National
Adaptation Plan (NAP), the National Strategy Framework on Climate Change (NSFCC),
and the NDC into grounded climate action through nature-based solutions and inclusive
community engagement.
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COA issues unmodified opinions on agencies
By: Khrystyn Andaya

Good Governance starts with transparency. Receiving an unmodified opinion from the
Commission on Audit (COA) — although this is not to be considered a sole indicator of
transparency — is one step toward this.

Based on the COA website, an unmodified opinion or unqualified opinion is issued
“‘when the auditor concludes that the financial statements are prepared in all material
respects, in accordance with the applicable financial reporting framework (such as the
Philippine Financial Reporting Standard and the International Public Sector Accounting
Standards.)”

Essentially, agencies that will receive an unmodified opinion are those that have
complied with the set guidelines in filing their financial statements. This, however, does
not indicate that there were no misstatements or errors in their filed statements; nor
does this indicate that the agency is fully compliant to the laws, rules and regulations
when it comes to the use of their funds.

COA has also clarified that the unmodified opinion “should not be viewed as a rating,
score or grade with ranking of lowest to highest.”

“It is important to note that the financial statements represent only a facet of an agency
and that an audit opinion does not provide any conclusions on the agency’s level of
compliance with laws, rules and regulations; nor the application of the principles of
economy, efficiency and effectiveness in the agency’s operations. Such matters are
covered by the compliance and performance audits, respectively, which are conducted
by the COA in addition to financial audit,” COA states in its website.

For the fiscal year 2024, several government agencies have been given an unmodified
opinion. One of these agencies is the Office of the Vice President (OVP).

In a letter, COA has confirmed that the audit conducted on the financial statements of
the OVP — including financial performance, cash flow, statement of changes in net
assets/equity and comparison of budget from 2023 — provide a reasonable basis for an
unmodified opinion. COA has also granted 60 days to the OVP to submit the corrections
or remedial actions taken by the OVP.

=END=
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