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'Podul' may enter PAR as typhoon, LPA set to exit
By: Ariel Rojas

A low pressure area over the West Philippine Sea is on its way out of the
Philippine area of responsibility with high potential for cyclone formation,
weather bureau PAGASA said Friday.

CNN

Pakistan’s deadly monsoon floods were worsened by climate crisis, study finds

Heavy rainfall that triggered floods in Pakistan in recent weeks, killing hundreds of
people, was worsened by human-caused climate change, according to a new study.

GMA NEWS

DOST: Local efforts, innovations key to boosting disaster resilience
By: Jiselle Anne Casucian

The Department of Science and Technology (DOST) highlighted the pivotal role of local
communities and innovations in promoting disaster resilience in the country.

PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER

Pacific microstate Nauru sells first passports to fund climate action

A remote Pacific nation has started selling passports to fund climate action, but is so far
struggling to attract new citizens to the low-lying, largely barren island.

https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/weather-traffic/2025/8/7/-podul-may-enter-par-as-typhoon-lpa-set-to-exit-0733
https://edition.cnn.com/2025/08/06/asia/pakistan-floods-climate-crisis-intl-hnk
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/scitech/science/955084/dost-local-efforts-innovations-key-in-boosting-disaster-resilience/story/
https://globalnation.inquirer.net/287467/pacific-microstate-nauru-sells-first-passports-to-fund-climate-action
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Building a Forest in the City
By: Rudolph Alama

Situated in Bago Gallera, Talomo District, a rapidly urbanizing section of Davao City is a
50 hectare forest that is being protected, sustained and regenerated.

THE MANILA TIMES

Third-hottest July on record wreaks climate havoc

The third-hottest July worldwide ended a string of record-breaking temperatures, but
many regions were devastated by extreme weather amplified by global warming, the
European climate monitoring service said Thursday.

Information and Knowledge Management Division

https://pia.gov.ph/building-a-forest-in-the-city/
https://www.manilatimes.net/2025/08/07/world/third-hottest-july-on-record-wreaks-climate-havoc/2163885
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'Podul' may enter PAR as typhoon, LPA set to exit
By: Ariel Rojas

A low pressure area over the West Philippine Sea is on its way out of the Philippine
area of responsibility with high potential for cyclone formation, weather bureau PAGASA
said Friday.

Meanwhile, the Japan Meteorological Agency upgraded the weather disturbance
outside PAR into a tropical storm and was named Podul.

Tropical storm Podul may enter the PAR late Sunday or early Monday either as a
tropical storm (JMA forecast) or a typhoon (PAGASA and JTWC forecast) and will be
assigned the local name Fabian.

It will move generally westward and head towards southern Taiwan by midweek of next
week.

https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/weather-traffic/2025/8/7/-podul-may-enter-par-as-typhoon-lpa-set-to-exit-0733
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Pakistan’s deadly monsoon floods were worsened by climate crisis, study finds

Heavy rainfall that triggered floods in Pakistan in recent weeks, killing hundreds of
people, was worsened by human-caused climate change, according to a new study.

The study by World Weather Attribution, a group of international scientists who study
global warming’s role in extreme weather, found that rainfall from June 24 to July 23 in
the South Asian nation was 10% to 15% heavier because of climate change, leading to
many building collapses in urban and rural Pakistan.

Pakistan’s government has reported at least 300 deaths and 1,600 damaged houses
due to the floods, heavy rain and other weather since June 26.

Saqib Hassan, a 50-year-old businessman in northern Pakistan, said flooding on July
22 destroyed his home and 18 of his relatives’ homes, along with their dairy farms. His
farm animals were washed away, resulting in heavy losses — likely 100 million rupees
($360,000) — for him and his family.

Last-minute announcements from a nearby mosque were the only warning they got to
evacuate their homes in the small town of Sarwarabad and get to higher ground.

“We are homeless now. Our houses have been destroyed. All the government has
given us is food rations worth 50,000 rupees ($177) and seven tents, where we’ve been
living for the past two weeks,” Hassan told The Associated Press over the phone.

Heavy rains cause series of disasters
High temperatures and intense precipitation worsened by global warming have
accelerated the pace of recent extreme weather events faster than climate experts
expected, said Islamabad-based climate scientist Jakob Steiner, who was not part of
the WWA study.

“In the last few weeks, we have been scrambling to look at the number of events, not
just in Pakistan, but in the South Asian region that have baffled us,” he said.

“Many events we projected to happen in 2050 have happened in 2025, as temperatures
this summer, yet again, have been far above the average,” said Steiner, a geoscientist
with the University of Graz, Austria, who studies water resources and associated risks in
mountain regions.

Heavy monsoon rains have resulted in a series of disasters that have battered South
Asia, especially the Himalayan mountains, which span across five countries, in the last
few months.

https://edition.cnn.com/2025/08/06/asia/pakistan-floods-climate-crisis-intl-hnk
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Overflowing glacial lakes resulted in flooding that washed away a key bridge connecting
Nepal and China, along with several hydropower dams in July. Earlier this week, a
village in northern India was hit by floods and landslides, killing at least four people and
leaving hundreds missing.

The authors of the WWA study, which was released early Thursday, said that the
rainfall they analyzed in Pakistan shows that climate change is making floods more
dangerous. Climate scientists have found that a warmer atmosphere holds more
moisture, which can make rain more intense.

“Every tenth of a degree of warming will lead to heavier monsoon rainfall, highlighting
why a rapid transition from fossil fuels to renewable energy is so urgent,” said Mariam
Zachariah, a researcher at the Centre for Environmental Policy, Imperial College
London and lead author of the WWA study.

Extreme weather’s impact on Pakistan
Even though Pakistan is responsible for less than 1% of planet-heating gases in the
atmosphere, research shows that it incurs an outsized amount of damage from extreme
weather. Pakistan witnessed its most devastating monsoon season in 2022, with floods
that killed more than 1,700 people and caused an estimated $40 billion in damage.

According to the United Nations, global funds set up to deal with loss and damages
because of climate change or funds set up to adapt to climate change are falling well
short of the amounts needed to help countries like Pakistan deal with climate impacts.
The UN warns that its loss and damage fund only holds a fraction of what’s needed to
address yearly economic damage related to human-caused climate change.

Similarly, UN reports state that developed countries such as the United States and
European nations, which are responsible for the largest chunk of planet-heating gases
in the atmosphere, are providing far less than what’s needed in adaptation financing.

These funds could help improve housing and infrastructure in areas vulnerable to
flooding.

The WWA report says much of Pakistan’s fast-growing urban population lives in
makeshift homes, often in flood-prone areas. The collapsing of homes was the leading
cause of the 300 deaths cited in the report, responsible for more than half.

“Half of Pakistan’s urban population lives in fragile settlements where floods collapse
homes and cost lives,” said Maja Vahlberg of the Red Cross Red Crescent Climate
Centre, who also helped author the WWA report, in a press statement. “Building flood-
resilient houses and avoiding construction in flood zones will help reduce the impacts of
heavy monsoon rain.”
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DOST: Local efforts, innovations key to boosting disaster resilience
By: Jiselle Anne Casucian

The Department of Science and Technology (DOST) highlighted the pivotal role of local
communities and innovations in promoting disaster resilience in the country.

DOST Secretary Renato Solidum said that a “smarter and more resilient Luzon” would
require a better understanding of local information and technology, empowerment of
local minds, and support for local solutions for resilience.

"We must shift from responding to disasters to reducing risks, managing vulnerabilities,
and increasing capacities - involving all sectors, government, non-government, private
industry and all Filipino general public,” Solidum said during the Handa Pilipinas sa
Bagong Pilipinas 2025 opening ceremony in Baguio City on Thursday.

“When local minds are informed, empowered, and equipped, they become heroes of
their own stories of resilience,” added Solidum.

The Secretary also recalled the call of President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. during the
4th State of the Nation Address (SONA) to “embrace the principle of continuous
improvement” in terms of responding to risks and hazards.

Technology and tools

Solidum, meanwhile, noted the developments in technology and tools to help
communities prepare better, such as the GeoRiskPH, early landslide warning system
Dynaslope, and agricultural sustainability project Smarter Approaches to Reinvigorate
Agriculture as an Industry in the Philippines (SARAI).

He also shared that initiatives and projects have been developed by local innovators
and teams to further aid local disaster response efforts.

“Let me emphasize this clearly, technology alone is not enough… Empowering local
minds and recognizing that our people are not just beneficiaries, but also powerful
agents of innovation,” said Solidum.

“These innovations remind us of a critical truth: communities are not just recipients, they
can be co-creators of solutions… When we invest in local capacity, we unlock
innovation. When we empower our citizens with knowledge, they become not only
recipients of solutions but creators of change,” he added.

Baguio City

https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/scitech/science/955084/dost-local-efforts-innovations-key-in-boosting-disaster-resilience/story/
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Mayor Benjamin Magalong, through Vice Mayor Faustino Olowan, said that science and
innovation are now necessary to respond to hazards, especially in areas such as
Baguio City.

“Your theme for this year’s celebration echoes with our aspirations as a city and as a
nation. In this era of increasing climate threats, environmental uncertainties, and fast-
evolving challenges, science and innovation are no longer optional. They are
imperatives for survival and sustainability,” said Magalong.

“As a city that experiences the full force of climate shifts—from landslides to extreme
weather—we know how crucial it is to be proactive. We embrace the power of data, the
value of research, and the urgency of building smart, sustainable, and disaster-resilient
communities,” he added.

During the program, DOST-CAR, the Philippine Institute of Volcanology and Seismology
(PHIVOLCS), and the Department of Economy, Planning, and Development (DEPDev)
CAR Regional Land Use Committee (RLUC) signed an agreement for the GeoriskPH
Adoption by the Cordillera RLUC.

The DOST also turned over the Handa Pilipinas local caravan guidebook and exhibit
modules to local government units in CAR.

Handa Pilipinas Luzon Leg 2025 takes place at Newtown Plaza Hotel in Baguio City
from August 7 to 9, 2025.

The event aims to showcase science, technology, and innovation (STI) for disaster risk
reduction and climate change adaptation in the Philippines.
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Pacific microstate Nauru sells first passports to fund climate action

A remote Pacific nation has started selling passports to fund climate action, but is so far
struggling to attract new citizens to the low-lying, largely barren island.

Pacific microstate Nauru, one of the world’s smallest nations, has a novel plan to fund
its fight against climate change by selling so-called “golden passports”.

Selling for US$105,000 each, Nauru plans to drum up more than US$5 million in the
first year of the “climate resilience citizenship” program.

Almost six months after the scheme opened in February, Nauru has so far approved
just six applications — covering two families and four individuals.

Despite the slow start — Nauru eventually hopes to sell 66 passports in the scheme’s
first year — President David Adeang remained upbeat.

“We welcome our new citizens whose investment will assist Nauru to secure a
sustainable and prosperous future for generations to come,” he told AFP on Thursday.

Nauru believes the passport program could eventually generate $43 million -– or about
500 successful applicants — which would account for almost 20 percent of total
government revenue.

But there are fears the scheme could be ripe for exploitation.

Edward Clark, who runs Nauru’s climate passport program, said one application has
already been withdrawn after officials flagged “adverse findings” during background
checks.

“The application would have been rejected had it not been withdrawn,” he told AFP.

A previous Nauru attempt to sell passports ended in disaster.

In 2003, Nauru officials sold citizenship to Al-Qaeda members who were later arrested
in Asia.

Among the first batch of climate passports approved was an unnamed German family of
four living in Dubai, said Clark touting the “major milestone”.

‘Political volatility’
“They were looking for a second citizenship to provide them with a Plan B given the
current global political volatility.”

https://globalnation.inquirer.net/287467/pacific-microstate-nauru-sells-first-passports-to-fund-climate-action
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The Nauru passport provides visa-free entry into 89 countries, including the United
Kingdom, Ireland, United Arab Emirates and Hong Kong.

More than 60 different nations offer some form of migration for investment schemes,
Australia’s Lowy Institute has found.

Pacific nations such as Vanuatu, Samoa and Tonga have all dabbled in selling
passports.

The island republic of Nauru sits on a small plateau of phosphate rock in the sparsely
populated South Pacific.

With a total landmass of just 21 square kilometers (eight square miles), it is one of the
world’s smallest nations.

Unusually pure phosphate deposits — a key ingredient in fertilizer — once made Nauru
one of the wealthiest places, per capita, on the planet.

But these supplies have long dried up, and researchers today estimate 80 percent of
Nauru has been rendered uninhabitable by mining.

What little land Nauru has left is threatened by encroaching tides. Scientists have
measured sea levels rising 1.5 times faster than global averages.

Nauru will eventually need to relocate 90 percent of its population as creeping seas start
to eat away at its coastal fringe.
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Building a Forest in the City
By: Rudolph Alama

Situated in Bago Gallera, Talomo District, a rapidly urbanizing section of Davao City is a
50 hectare forest that is being protected, sustained and regenerated.

The ADCF or Ayala Land Davao Carbon Forest is one of the few remaining forest
patches in Davao City, one of the country’s most progressive cities. The ADCF is
described as a green lung in an expanding and changing urban landscape.

The property owned by Ayala Land Inc. (ALI) was designated as a carbon forest
designed towards climate action; the trees in the forest sequesters an equivalent of over
1,364 tons of carbon dioxide, roughly the same as the daily emissions of 170,500
people.

The ADCF is one of the eight carbon forests maintained by ALI across the country.

Beginnings

The ADCF started to take ground in 2018. The area contained hectares of remaining
woodlands and 12 hectares of degraded land where invasive grasses grew, an area
which they identified for nature restoration.

ALI in partnership with the Philippine Eagle Foundation (PEF) went to work in protecting
and restoring the area. It was the start of a bold science-based restoration initiative.

“The area is degraded full of invasive grass and the area also experience periodic
flooding, but right now because of the trees mabilis bumaba yung tubig sa area (water
quickly subsided in the area),” Harold Kim Manla Philippine Eagle Foundation Nature-
based Solutions Davao Coordinator describes the property in 2018.

“Starting that year (2018) we’ve been restoring the area by planting endemic and native
trees, as of now we have more than 30,000 trees in that area,” Manla said.

The project started by planting pioneer tree species such as Narra, Talisay and Balite,
three years after they planted climax species such as Lauan, Almon and other
dipterocarp trees. Inside the forest one can find 80 species of trees.

“With this we can ensure a permanent forest and sequester carbon dioxide,” Manla
said.

Aside from trees, wildlife reappeared; they were able to monitor civet cats and
Philippine Box Turtles populating the area. Also seen were several bird species such as
the Brahminy Kite and the Black-faced Coucal.

https://pia.gov.ph/building-a-forest-in-the-city/
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The idea aside from forest regeneration they are aiming to make the ADCF a
conservation hub for experiential learning and urban biodiversity research.

Groups of people coming from corporate offices, government agencies and students
would visit the forest to plant trees and learn more about how the area was restored. It
has been the subject of several student theses which centers on biodiversity,
reforestation and nature restoration. An ADCF thesis conference provides a venue for
students to present their thesis about the forest.

Pride of the Forest

With the success, ADCF was awarded “Best Ecosystem Restoration Initiative given by
the Asean Green Initiative in 2023.

To further strengthen the collaboration and also the forest regeneration initiatives the
ALI and PEF on August 5 signed a five-year Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
which will envision to make the forest a permanent carbon sink, species sanctuary, and
a model site for nature-based urban forest management.

The MoU signing was attended by stakeholders such as the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources, one of the objectives of the MoU was to establish partnerships
with government agencies and sectors.

The activity also launched the “Pride of the Forest” Campaign which will be brought to
schools and communities.

The campaign contains the message of shared responsibility in restoring nature, the
success of the carbon forest was built upon collaboration, protecting the forests means
protecting the wildlife living inside it and that with accelerating climate change the
actions must also correspond to the speed of the changes.
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Third-hottest July on record wreaks climate havoc

The third-hottest July worldwide ended a string of record-breaking temperatures, but
many regions were devastated by extreme weather amplified by global warming, the
European climate monitoring service said Thursday.

Heavy rains flooded Pakistan and northern China; Canada, Scotland and Greece
struggled to tame wildfires intensified by persistent drought; and many nations in Asia
and Scandinavia recorded new average highs for the month.

"Two years after the hottest July on record, the recent streak of global temperature
records is over," Carlo Buontempo, director of the EU's Copernicus Climate Change
Service, said in a statement.

"But that does not mean climate change has stopped," he said. "We continue to witness
the effects of a warming world."

A misleading dip

As in June, July showed a slight dip compared to the preceding two years, averaging
1.25 degrees Celsius above the pre-industrial (1850-1900) era.

2023 and 2024 warmed above that benchmark by more than 1.5C, which is the Paris
Agreement target set in 2015 for capping the rise in global temperatures at relatively
safe levels.

That deceptively small increase has been enough to make storms, heatwaves and other
extreme weather events far more deadly and destructive.

"We continued to witness the effect of a warming world in events such as extreme
heatwaves and catastrophic floods in July," Buontempo said.

Last month, temperatures exceeded 50C in the Gulf, Iraq and — for the first time —
Turkey, while torrential rains killed hundreds of people in China and Pakistan.

In Spain, more than a thousand deaths were attributed by a public institute to the heat in
July, half as many as in the same period in 2024.

The main source of the CO2 driving up temperatures is well known: the burning of oil,
coal and gas to generate energy.

https://www.manilatimes.net/2025/08/07/world/third-hottest-july-on-record-wreaks-climate-havoc/2163885
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"Unless we rapidly stabilise greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere, we
should expect not only new temperature records but also a worsening of impacts,"
Buontempo said.

Regional contrasts

Global average temperatures are calculated using billions of satellite and weather
readings, both on land and at sea, and the data used by Copernicus extends back to
1940.

Even if July was milder in some places than in previous years, 11 countries experienced
their hottest July in at least a half-century, including China, Japan, North Korea,
Tajikistan, Bhutan, Brunei and Malaysia, according to Agence France-Presse
calculations.

In Europe, Nordic countries saw an unprecedented string of hot days, including more
than 20 days above 30C across Finland.

More than half of the land in Europe and along the Mediterranean basin experienced
the worst drought conditions in the first three weeks of July since monitoring began in
2012, according to an AFP analysis of data from the European Drought Observatory
(EDO).

In contrast, temperatures were below normal in North and South America, India and
parts of Australia and Africa, as well as in Antarctica.

Seas still overheating

Last month was also the third-hottest July on record for sea surface temperatures.

Locally, however, several ocean records for July were broken: in the Norwegian Sea, in
parts of the North Sea, in the North Atlantic west of France and Britain.

The extent of Arctic sea ice was 10 percent below average, the second lowest for a July
in 47 years of satellite observations, virtually tied with the readings of 2012 and 2021.

Diminishing sea ice is a concern not because it adds to sea levels, but because it
replaces the snow and ice that reflect almost all the Sun's energy back into space with
deep blue ocean, which absorbs it.

Ninety percent of the excess heat generated by global warming is absorbed by the
oceans.

In Antarctica, sea ice extent is the third lowest on record for this month.

'Records to be broken'
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"Human activities are causing the world to warm at an unprecedented rate," Piers
Forster, Director of the Priestley Centre for Climate Futures at the University of Leeds,
told AFP in commenting on the new data.

On top of the human-driven warming, he explained, there are year-to-year changes
caused by natural phenomena, such as the El Nino — a shift in wind patterns across
the southern Pacific — and volcanic activity that helped push global temperatures past
the 1.5C threshold over the last two years.

"These variations are now reducing, dropping us back from the record-breaking
temperatures," said Forster, who heads a consortium of 60 top scientists that track core
changes in Earth's climate system.

"But the reprieve is only temporary," he added. "We can expect the the high records to
be broken again in the near future."

=END=


