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● The US government has declared war on the very idea of climate change
● New ‘flood-resilient’ school building in Pampanga is model for climate-vulnerable

communities
● DENR calls on private sector to help restore forests, protect Filipinos from

climate risks
● DENR to private sector: Join forest restoration, earn carbon credits
● S. Korea donates 2K MT rice to aid PH disaster, climate, peace efforts
● Chemical pollution a threat comparable to climate change, scientists warn
● DepEd to use Pampanga flood-resilient building as model

CNN

The US government has declared war on the very idea of climate change
By: Zachary B. Wolf

Americans are used to whiplash in their climate policy. The US has been in and out and
in and out again of the key Paris climate agreement over the past four presidencies.

GMA NEWS

New ‘flood-resilient’ school building in Pampanga is model for climate-vulnerable
communities
By: Sherilyn Untalan

The Department of Education (DepEd) on Wednesday inaugurated a new “flood-
resilient” school building in Masantol, Pampanga, an infrastructure project designed to
withstand seasonal floods and to serve as a model for climate-vulnerable communities
across the country.

https://edition.cnn.com/2025/08/01/politics/us-government-epa-climate-change
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/954999/new-flood-resilient-school-building-in-pampanga-is-model-for-climate-vulnerable-communities/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/954999/new-flood-resilient-school-building-in-pampanga-is-model-for-climate-vulnerable-communities/story/
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MANILA BULLETIN

DENR calls on private sector to help restore forests, protect Filipinos from
climate risks
By: Jel Santos

With floods, droughts, and heatwaves becoming more frequent, the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) urged private companies to help restore
the country’s forests, which serve as lifelines that protect millions of Filipinos from the
worst effects of climate change.

PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER

DENR to private sector: Join forest restoration, earn carbon credits
By: Faith Argosino

Following a series of flooding incidents caused by recent weather disturbances, the
Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) has urged the private
sector to join forest restoration efforts as “a strategic path toward earning carbon credits
and building climate resilience.”

PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY

S. Korea donates 2K MT rice to aid PH disaster, climate, peace efforts
By: Marita Moaje

Over 2,000 metric tons of rice were turned over by the Republic of Korea to the
Philippine government on Wednesday to help boost the country’s disaster
preparedness, support peace efforts in Mindanao, and contribute to long-term food
security amid growing climate challenges.

THE GUARDIAN

Chemical pollution a threat comparable to climate change, scientists warn

Chemical pollution is “a threat to the thriving of humans and nature of a similar order as
climate change” but decades behind global heating in terms of public awareness and
action, a report has warned.

WPS Office.lnk
WPS Office.lnk
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2092034/denr-to-private-sector-join-forest-restoration-earn-carbon-credits
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1255943
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/aug/06/chemical-pollution-threat-comparable-climate-change-scientists-warn-novel-entities
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DepEd to use Pampanga flood-resilient building as model
By: Bella Cariaso

Amid the continuous threat of climate change and flooding in low-lying areas, the
Department of Education (DepEd) will use a flood-resilient school building in Masantol,
Pampanga as model for school buildings in some flood-prone areas of the country.

Information and Knowledge Management Division

https://www.philstar.com/nation/2025/08/07/2463675/deped-use-pampanga-flood-resilient-building-model
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CNN

The US government has declared war on the very idea of climate change
By: Zachary B. Wolf

Americans are used to whiplash in their climate policy. The US has been in and out and
in and out again of the key Paris climate agreement over the past four presidencies.

But in his second administration, President Donald Trump is not just approaching
climate science with skepticism. Instead, his administration is moving to destroy the
methods by which his or any future administration can respond to climate change.

These moves, which are sure to be challenged in court, extend far beyond Trump’s well
-documented antipathy toward solar and wind energy and his pledges to drill ever more
oil even though the US is already the world’s largest oil producer.

His Environmental Protection Agency announced plans this week to declare that
greenhouse gas emissions do not endanger humans, a move meant to pull the rug out
from under nearly all environmental regulation related to the climate.

But that’s just one data point. There are many others:

► Instead of continuing a push away from coal, the Trump administration wants to do a
U-turn; Trump has signed executive orders intended to boost the coal industry and has
ordered the EPA to end federal limits on coal- and gas-fired power-plant pollution that’s
been tied to climate change.

► Tax credits for electric vehicles persisted during Trump’s first term before they were
expanded during Joe Biden’s presidency. Now, Republicans are abruptly ending them
next month.

► The administration is also ending Biden-era US government incentives to bring
renewable energy projects online, a move that actually appears to be driving up the cost
of electricity.

► Republicans in Congress and Trump enacted legislation to strip California of its
authority to ban the sale of new gas-powered vehicles beginning in 2035.

► Trump is also expected to overturn national tailpipe standards enacted under Biden’s
EPA and is also to challenge California’s long-held power to regulate tailpipe emissions.

► The authors of a congressionally mandated report on climate change were all fired;
previous versions of the report, the National Climate Assessment, which showed likely
effects from climate change across the country, have been hidden from view on
government websites.

https://edition.cnn.com/2025/08/01/politics/us-government-epa-climate-change
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► Other countries, large and small, will gather in Brazil later this year for a
consequential meeting on how the world should respond to climate change. Rather than
play a leading role — or any role at all — the US will not attend.

► Cuts to the federal workforce directly targeted offices and employees focused on
climate change.

The list goes on.

But it is the Trump administration’s move to undo the “endangerment finding” that could
have the most lasting effect. The 2009 declaration that planet-warming pollution from
fossil fuels endangers human health is what allows the EPA to regulate greenhouse gas
emissions under the Clean Air Act.

Turning the EPA into a deregulatory agency
Now, anticipating the end of that endangerment finding, EPA Administrator Lee Zeldin
bragged of the “largest deregulatory action in the history of the United States.”

That’s the kind of statement that will excite people who don’t see a threat from climate
change and strike fear in the hearts of those who do.

Zeldin is a former congressman with little background in environmental policy but a
demonstrated loyalty to Trump. He has described his mandate at EPA less in terms of
protecting the environment than in terms of unleashing businesses from regulation.

The government’s new climate report was written by skeptics
The Trump administration is justifying its move to gut the endangerment finding based
on a report it commissioned from five climate skeptics.

After a public comment period, the Trump administration can move to undo the
endangerment finding in the fall. It would essentially close off the Clean Air Act as a
vehicle to combat climate change.

Energy secretary has a unique take
Energy Secretary Chris Wright, who made millions in the fracking industry,
commissioned the report. In a preface, he did not deny that climate change exists.

“Climate change is real, and it deserves attention,” he wrote. “But it is not the greatest
threat facing humanity. That distinction belongs to global energy poverty.”

In other words, Wright sees more damage to humans from cutting back on carbon
emissions.

That is a minority view in the scientific community, which has a much, much larger body
of peer reviewed studies that raise the alarm about climate change. Most notably, the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change issues peer-reviewed reports with
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hundreds of authors from around world. The Trump administration has barred US
government scientists from taking part in the next installment, due out in 2029.

You don’t need a government report to see the effects of climate change
Katie Dykes, the commissioner of Connecticut’s Department of Energy and
Environmental Protection, told me that you no longer need a government report to see
the effects of changing climate.

“We see that the impacts of climate change have become part of everyday lives of our
residents and our communities,” Dykes said. “In ways that scientists were predicting
years ago, we’re seeing those impacts are happening faster and they’re more severe
than we had anticipated.”

By moving to declare that greenhouse gas emissions don’t endanger humans, the
Trump administration is shifting the burden for dealing with climate change.

“This effort to undo this long-standing framework is really abandoning our communities
and our residents to shoulder these costs and these impacts of climate change,” Dykes
said.

Those include health risks like respiratory illness, safety risks from extreme weather
events, and impacts on infrastructure, housing and neighborhoods.

“We’ve seen these impacts already in our state in terms of extreme heat and drought,
wildfires and flooding,” Dykes said.

“Seeing EPA walk away from decades of their core mission of protecting public health,
reducing pollution and setting common sense standards at a national level is really
concerning,” she added.

A legal document, not a scientific one
The Trump administration’s report should not be viewed as a scientific document,
according to Andrew Dessler, director of the Texas Center for Extreme Weather at
Texas A&M University.

“Their goal is not to weigh the evidence fairly but to build the strongest possible case for
CO2’s innocence,” he told my colleague Ella Nilsen. “This is a fundamental departure
from the norms of science.”

Nilsen reached out to numerous scientists after the report’s release.

Phil Duffy, the chief scientist at Spark Climate Solutions, a nonprofit focused on climate
change, told her tens of thousands of Americans die every year as a result of particulate
pollution, but the numbers have declined as the US has reduced its dependence on
coal. The Trump administration would reverse that trend.
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Michael Mann, director of the Penn Center for Science, Sustainability and the Media,
sees a hostility to science in the Trump administration.

“Not since Stalin and Soviet Lysenkoism have we seen such a brazen effort to
misrepresent science in service of an ideological agenda,” Mann told Nilsen, referring to
the disastrous effects of political interference in the scientific process in the Soviet
Union.
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GMA NEWS

New ‘flood-resilient’ school building in Pampanga is model for climate-vulnerable
communities
By: Sherilyn Untalan

The Department of Education (DepEd) on Wednesday inaugurated a new “flood-
resilient” school building in Masantol, Pampanga, an infrastructure project designed to
withstand seasonal floods and to serve as a model for climate-vulnerable communities
across the country.

Education Secretary Sonny Angara led the ribbon-cutting ceremony at the Masantol
High School. He was joined by Pampanga 4th District Representative Anna York
Bondoc, DepEd Region III Assistant Regional Director Jessie L. Amin, and Schools
Division Superintendent Romeo S. Alip.

“Yung nakita nating classroom sa Masantol, I think 'yun yung talagang magiging modelo
for flood-prone areas. Sa Bicol, dito, sa Bulacan. 'Yan din ang gusto ng Pangulo, na
may permanent solutions na tayo—hindi yung nag-a-adjust. We must adapt our
policies,” said Angara, referring to President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.’s directive for long-
term, climate-adaptive solutions in education infrastructure.

The Masantol building is part of DepEd’s upgraded standard designs for schools located
in disaster-prone zones. Built using reinforced concrete and structural steel, the facility
is designed to endure extreme weather conditions, including strong winds and rising
floodwaters. The structure follows a stilt-type or elevated design, which aims to
minimize flood damage and ensure learning continuity during the rainy season.

Key features and benefits of the stilt-type design include:

 Flood protection: Elevating the structure prevents water intrusion and protects
classrooms, furniture, and learning materials.

 Improved ventilation and natural light: The open space underneath enhances airflow
and lighting, creating a more comfortable and energy-efficient learning environment.

 Adaptability to uneven terrain: The stilt construction allows for school buildings to be
built even on sloped or challenging terrain.

 Versatile under-space: The area beneath the elevated classrooms can serve
various purposes—such as a covered play area, assembly space, or storage.

 Modern school identity: The unique design fosters a strong visual identity and sense
of pride within the school community.

 Connection to the environment: Elevated classrooms offer broader views and foster
a stronger sense of place.

 Sustainability: The design supports natural cooling and can incorporate eco-friendly
materials, contributing to green infrastructure goals.

https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/954999/new-flood-resilient-school-building-in-pampanga-is-model-for-climate-vulnerable-communities/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/topstories/nation/954999/new-flood-resilient-school-building-in-pampanga-is-model-for-climate-vulnerable-communities/story/
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In a Viber message, Angara’s media relations officer Dennis Legaspi told reporters that
the idea with the "flood-resilient" school building is the flexibility it gives in schools that
experience severe and prolonged flooding.

"A normal 2-storey will be built like a 3-storey building with the ground floor completely
open. Thus, during the dry season or low tide, the ground floor can be used as
classrooms as all they need to do is board up the area and use as multiple learning
spaces. Other times, the space can be used as a multi-purpose hall," he said.

"During high tide, it will remain as the stilted area as the usable space will only be the
2nd and upper floors," Legaspi added.

According to DepEd, the concept was first applied in typhoon-resilient schools in Bicol
and later refined using site-specific risk assessments and climate-adaptive planning. It
is now being rolled out to other flood-prone provinces, including parts of Central Luzon
and Bulacan.

Angara said the initiative reflects a shift toward permanent and sustainable solutions to
disaster risks in education. He emphasized the importance of preparing school
infrastructure for the realities of climate change, especially in low-lying areas frequently
hit by storms and floods.

“Hindi natin kayang pigilan ang bagyo, pero kaya nating ihanda ang bansa. Basta’t
magkakasama tayo, DepEd, LGU, Kongreso, at mga guro, walang hindi kakayanin,” he
added.

(We cannot prevent typhoons from happening, but we can prepare our country. As long
as we work together, DepEd, local government units, Congress, and our teachers, there
is nothing that we cannot overcome.)

Following the inauguration, Angara held a dialogue with educators and community
members before leading the distribution of relief packs to teaching and non-teaching
personnel affected by the recent floods. Over 2,000 food packs were provided across
schools in the town of Masantol and neighboring Macabebe.

DepEd officials said the agency remains committed to building more climate-resilient
schools nationwide as part of its broader disaster risk reduction and education continuity
strategy.
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MANILA BULLETIN

DENR calls on private sector to help restore forests, protect Filipinos from
climate risks
By: Jel Santos

With floods, droughts, and heatwaves becoming more frequent, the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) urged private companies to help restore
the country’s forests, which serve as lifelines that protect millions of Filipinos from the
worst effects of climate change.

DENR Secretary Raphael Lotilla emphasized that forests are vital in protecting
communities, especially those living near vulnerable watersheds that are prone to
flooding, landslides, and drought.

“Together, we are not simply planting trees, but motivating a future – one where our
forests thrive and our stakeholders live in a healthy, prosperous, and resilient society,”
he said during the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the
DENR and the Ayala Group of Companies under the Forests for Life: 5 Million Trees by
2028 program.

The program seeks to plant at least five million native trees over the next three years
across critical watershed areas in Ilocos Norte, Bataan, Rizal, Leyte, Bukidnon, and
Lanao del Norte.

These locations, according to the agency, are known for their ecological importance and
exposure to climate-related disasters.

Lotilla said forests must be recognized not only as environmental assets but also as
economic ones.

He challenged stakeholders to see the broader value of forest restoration beyond just
generating carbon credits.

“Are we going to simply see ourselves as producers of carbon credits? Can we take a
look at how we can catch or capture part of the value added?” he said.

“We need not be part of the regional hub,” he added. “We can see whether there is
money to be made in being a hub, not only for the region, but also globally.”

The MOU formalizes the Ayala Group’s commitment to the program through its member
companies Ayala Corporation, Ayala Land, Bank of the Philippine Islands, Globe
Telecom, and Ayala Corporation Energy (ACEN). The group now joins 21 other
organizations listed as partners.

WPS Office.lnk
WPS Office.lnk
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The DENR said it will identify and assess suitable reforestation sites, provide technical
support and permitting guidance, and monitor implementation through its Forest
Management Bureau and regional offices.

As such, it will track carbon sequestration and tree survival rates, maintain a public
registry of program partners, and promote transparency.

The environment department said partner companies will handle site preparation,
seedling production, tree planting, and maintenance.

The agency said the Forests for Life program goes beyond traditional tree-planting by
incorporating carbon sequestration tracking, satellite and drone monitoring, and data-
driven forest management to ensure measurable impact and accountability.

The DENR said the trees planted under the program are indigenous and not intended
for harvesting, as the forests are designed to provide long-term benefits such as clean
air and water, enhanced biodiversity, reduced disaster risk, and support for the
country’s global climate commitments.

Lotilla expressed hope that more companies will take part in the initiative, not only to
meet environmental, social, and governance goals, but also to help restore ecosystems
that directly support the well-being of millions of Filipinos.

“We are building more than forests,” he said. “We are building protection for generations
to come.”
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER

DENR to private sector: Join forest restoration, earn carbon credits
By: Faith Argosino

Following a series of flooding incidents caused by recent weather disturbances, the
Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) has urged the private
sector to join forest restoration efforts as “a strategic path toward earning carbon credits
and building climate resilience.”

Environment Secretary Raphael Lotilla emphasized that forests are not only
environmental assets but also have economic value, citing carbon credits — “a permit
which allows a country or organization to produce a certain amount of carbon emissions
and which can be traded if the full allowance is not used.”

“Are we going to simply see ourselves as producers of carbon credits? Can we take a
look at how we can catch or capture part of the value added?” Lotilla asked in a
statement on Tuesday.

“We need not be part of the regional hub. We can see whether there is money to be
made in being a [carbon credit] hub, not only for the region, but also globally,” he added.

According to Lotilla, the DENR is now refining policies and frameworks for carbon credit
trading. With this, he highlighted the need for “public-private cooperation to maximize
both environmental and economic outcomes.”

The DENR chief’s appeal to the private sector follows the agency’s signing of a
memorandum of agreement with the Ayala Group of Companies under the Forests for
Life: 5 Million Trees by 2028 program.

The program aims to plant at least five million indigenous forest trees across critical
watershed areas in Ilocos Norte, Bataan, Rizal, Leyte, Bukidnon, and Lanao del Norte
by 2028.

“The program is designed to restore ecologically critical areas, especially watersheds,
using native tree species that are not meant for harvesting but for long-term forest
protection. These forests will deliver lasting ecosystem services such as cleaner air and
water, biodiversity conservation, and natural disaster risk reduction, while supporting the
country’s commitments to global climate action,” the agency said.

“The MOU generally tasks partners to implement reforestation activities such as site
preparation, seedling production, tree planting, and maintenance and protection of
established plantations. If applicable, partners can use their own resources in other

https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2092034/denr-to-private-sector-join-forest-restoration-earn-carbon-credits
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activities that support the program, including community and stakeholder mobilization,
and information and education campaigns,” it added.

Meanwhile, the DENR said its Forest Management Bureau and concerned regional
offices are mandated to:

 Identify, assess, and designate suitable reforestation sites and provide technical
assistance, permitting, compliance, and regulatory support

 Monitor and evaluate program implementation, track tree survival rates, and
measure carbon sequestration

 Provide guidelines for promoting the program
 Ensure transparency by maintaining a public registry of partners

“Participation in the program offers tangible benefits for partners, including sustainability
certification, potential tax incentives, employee engagement initiatives, and formal
recognition in environmental reports and public platforms,” the DENR said.
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PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY

S. Korea donates 2K MT rice to aid PH disaster, climate, peace efforts
By: Marita Moaje

Over 2,000 metric tons of rice were turned over by the Republic of Korea to the
Philippine government on Wednesday to help boost the country’s disaster
preparedness, support peace efforts in Mindanao, and contribute to long-term food
security amid growing climate challenges.

During the turnover rites at the Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD)
National Resources Operations Center in Pasay City, South Korean Ambassador Lee
Sang-hwa cited the significance of rice in Southeast Asia as a symbol of cultural identity
and national pride.

He said that in the Philippine setting, the staple food holds a more profound meaning,
as it touches almost every aspect of Filipino life, being deeply connected to identity,
survival, and social stability.

Lee said the bags of rice symbolize an act of friendship and solidarity between South
Korea and the Philippines, and to the Filipino people, more than a donation.

“We are not just speaking of bags of rice—we are talking about resilience, food security,
and esprit de corps at a time when we are all learning to live in a new normal. A time
when the world is grappling with how to make our cities and communities more resilient
to natural disasters and other climate crises,” he said.

Lee noted that the climate crisis has become a global challenge, citing his country’s
experience of record-breaking torrential rains not seen in more than 100 years, and
noting that the Philippines is no exception.

“I want to take this opportunity to express my solidarity with the Filipino people following
the severe damage caused by the recent typhoons and monsoon rains,” he added.

Of the total donation, 1,632 metric tons would directly go to the DSWD to reinforce its
emergency relief operations ahead of typhoons and other climate-induced disasters.

The remaining 384 metric tons will be delivered to the Bangsamoro Autonomous Region
in Muslim Mindanao (BARMM) to aid peace and development initiatives in the region.

https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1255943
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Lee commended the DSWD’s leadership and outreach, citing flagship programs such
as the Pantawid Pamilyang Pilipino Program (4Ps) and Walang Gutom program, which
he said reflect the Philippines' commitment to protecting its most vulnerable citizens.

South Korea has provided 400 metric tons in 2022, 750 metric tons in 2023, and 4,000
metric tons in 2025 through the ASEAN Plus Three Emergency Rice Reserve
(APTERR).

Lee said the recent donation, delivered bilaterally, reflects Seoul’s growing engagement
and direct partnership with Manila.

He added that it also builds on past cooperation with the World Food Programme (WFP),
including South Korea’s USD500,000 humanitarian aid to the Bicol Region, which was
translated into direct cash assistance and food packages for affected communities after
Typhoons Kristine and Leon hit the region in 2024.

He said the WFP’s continued role in facilitating the logistics of the latest donation
ensures that the rice will reach the families and communities who need it most.

“As time-honored friends, our two nations have consistently supported each other,
especially in times of hardship. We have demonstrated this in many ways, each gesture
a testament to our strong partnership,” he said.

Lee assured that the South Korean government will continue to stand with the
Philippines and contribute to its efforts in disaster response, climate adaptation, food
security, and lasting peace.

DSWD Secretary Rex Gatchalian attended the ceremonial turnover, along with
Undersecretary Diana Rose Cajipe, and WFP Country Director Regis Chapman.
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THE GUARDIAN

Chemical pollution a threat comparable to climate change, scientists warn

Chemical pollution is “a threat to the thriving of humans and nature of a similar order as
climate change” but decades behind global heating in terms of public awareness and
action, a report has warned.

The industrial economy has created more than 100 million “novel entities”, or chemicals
not found in nature, with somewhere between 40,000 and 350,000 in commercial use
and production, the report says. But the environmental and human health effects of this
widespread contamination of the biosphere are not widely appreciated, in spite of a
growing body of evidence linking chemical toxicity with effects ranging from ADHD to
infertility to cancer.

“I suppose that’s the biggest surprise for some people,” Harry Macpherson, senior
climate associate at Deep Science Ventures (DSV), which carried out the research, told
the Guardian.

“Maybe people think that when you walk down the street breathing the air; you drink
your water, you eat your food; you use your personal care products, your shampoo,
cleaning products for your house, the furniture in your house; a lot of people assume
that there’s really great knowledge and huge due diligence on the chemical safety of
these things. But it really isn’t the case.”

Over eight months, as part of a project funded by the Grantham Foundation,
Macpherson and colleagues spoke to dozens of researchers, non-profit leaders,
entrepreneurs and investors, and analysed hundreds of scientific papers.

According to the DSV report, more than 3,600 synthetic chemicals from food contact
materials – the materials that are used in food preparation and packaging – alone are
found in human bodies, 80 of which are of significant concern. Pfas “forever chemicals”,
for example, have been found in nearly all humans tested, and are now so ubiquitous
that in many locations even rainwater contains levels regarded as unsafe to drink.
Meanwhile, more than 90% of the global population breathes air that breaches World
Health Organization (WHO) pollution guidelines.

When these chemicals contaminate our bodies, the results can be disastrous. The
report found there were correlational or causal data linking widely used chemicals with
threats to human reproductive, immune, neurological, cardiovascular, respiratory, liver,
kidney and metabolic systems.

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/aug/06/chemical-pollution-threat-comparable-climate-change-scientists-warn-novel-entities
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“One of the main things that came out quite strongly was links between pesticide
exposure and reproductive issues,” said Macpherson. “We saw quite strong links –
correlation and causation – for miscarriage and people basically struggling to conceive.”

The DSV research adds to previous findings by the Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact
Research that we have already far exceeded the safe planetary boundary for
environmental pollutants, including plastics. On Sunday, another report warned that the
world faces a “plastics crisis”, which is causing disease and death from infancy to old
age amid a huge acceleration of plastic production.

The report also highlights critical shortcomings in current toxicity assessment, research
and testing methods, exposing the ways in which existing checks and balances are
failing to protect human and planetary health.

“The way that we’ve generally done the testing has meant that we’ve missed a lot of
effects,” Macpherson said. He singled out the assessment of endocrine-disrupting
chemicals, which are substances that interfere with hormones, causing problems
ranging from infertility to cancer. These have been found to confound the traditional
assumption that lower doses will invariably have lesser effects.

“One of the things is that when you have a chemical which is interfering with the
endocrine system, it sometimes has a nonlinear response. So you’ll see that there’ll be
a response at a very low dose, which you wouldn’t be able to predict from its behaviour
at a high dose.”

DSV describes itself as a “venture creator” that spins out companies aimed at tackling
big problems in environmental and human health issues. Part of the purpose of the
report is to identify problem areas that can be tackled by innovation.

Currently, chemical toxicity as an environmental issue receives just a fraction of the
funding that is devoted to climate change, a disproportionality that Macpherson says
should change. “We obviously don’t want less funding going into the climate and the
atmosphere,” he said. “But this we think – really, proportionally – needs more attention.”

However, there were features of the problem that mean it lends itself more easily to
solutions. “The good thing is that this can be potentially quite easily consumer-driven if
people start to worry about things they’re personally buying,” Macpherson said.

“There isn’t necessarily the need for a massive collective action; it can just be demand
for safer products, because people want safer products.”
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For his part, since starting the research, Macpherson is careful about what touches his
food. He cooks with a cast-iron skillet. He especially avoids heating food in plastic.

“Unfortunately, it is a recommendation to eat more organic food, but it is more
expensive in general. So at least washing fruit and vegetables before eating them, but
organic if you can afford it.”
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DepEd to use Pampanga flood-resilient building as model
By: Bella Cariaso

Amid the continuous threat of climate change and flooding in low-lying areas, the
Department of Education (DepEd) will use a flood-resilient school building in Masantol,
Pampanga as model for school buildings in some flood-prone areas of the country.

Education Secretary Sonny Angara announced this during the inauguration of Masantol
High School, which remained flooded for weeks due to the impact of tropical cyclones
Crising, Dante and Emong and the southwest monsoon in Luzon.

“The classrooms that we saw in Masantol will be the model for flood-prone areas here,
in Bicol and in Bulacan. That’s what the President wants – for us to have permanent
solutions, and not just keep on adjusting. We must adapt our policies,” Angara said
during a chance interview after the inauguration.

“The structure is part of a broader initiative to make learning spaces more disaster-
resilient amid the worsening impacts of climate change,” he added.

Aside from the inauguration, Angara also visited elementary schools in San Isidro,
Macabebe and San Nicolas in Pampanga, and led the distribution of food packs and
essential supplies to affected teaching and non-teaching personnel.

=END=

https://www.philstar.com/nation/2025/08/07/2463675/deped-use-pampanga-flood-resilient-building-model

