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Turkiye’s glaciers fall victim to climate change

US to scrap landmark finding that sets limit on carbon emissions

Bloomberg awards climate grant to 35 youth groups

Al, climate change, social changes threaten Filipino jobs—ECOP

DAR provides farmers with climate-resilient equipment to enhance productivity
‘Floods are the symptom’. Groups urge DENR to push for ambitious plastics
treaty

The impact of climate change in Cebu City

e Benitez files National Climate Resilience Institute bill, gets support from Poe,
Recto

AL JAZEERA

Turkiye’s glaciers fall victim to climate change

Kemal Ozdemir looked up at the bare peaks of Mount Cilo in Turkiye’'s southeast:
“There were glaciers 10 years ago,” he recalled under a cloudless sky.

BBC

US to scrap landmark finding that sets limit on carbon emissions
By: Bernd Debusmann Jr

The Trump administration has announced a plan to scrap a landmark finding that
greenhouse gases are harmful to the environment, severely curbing the federal
government's ability to combat climate change.

DAILY TRIBUNE

Bloomberg awards climate grant to 35 youth groups
By: ElImer Recuerdo

At least 35 youth organizations in Borongan City have received a total of $100,000 in
grants from Bloomberg Philanthropies, a US-based philanthropic organization, to
implement community-based climate change mitigation and adaptation projects.


https://www.aljazeera.com/gallery/2025/7/30/turkiyes-glaciers-fall-victim-to-climate-change
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c0mlzz1gy39o
https://tribune.net.ph/2025/07/30/bloomberg-awards-climate-grant-to-35-youth-groups

MANILA STANDARD

Al, climate change, social changes threaten Filipino jobs—ECOP
By: Othel V. Campos

The Employers Confederation of the Philippines (ECOP) on Wednesday warned that
the convergence of environmental, digital, and social changes poses serious threats to
workers, businesses, and national development.
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DAR provides farmers with climate-resilient equipment to enhance productivity
By: Shahana Joy Duerme-Mangasar

The Department of Agrarian Reform (DAR) has significantly increased its efforts to
boost farmer productivity and improve climate resilience in agrarian reform
communities.

PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY

OCD supports PBBM's call for more disaster preparedness
By: Priam Nepomuceno

The Office of Civil Defense (OCD) has expressed its full support for President
Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.'s call for intensified disaster preparedness in the face of global
climate change.

RAPPLER

‘Floods are the symptom’: Groups urge DENR to push for ambitious plastics

treaty
By: lya Gozum

President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has made an environmental issue front and center in
his fourth State of the Nation Address: flooding.

SUNSTAR

The impact of climate chaBnge in Cebu City
By: Renester P. Suralta

Climate change is a pressing issue that affects communities worldwide, including Cebu
City. The impacts of climate change in Cebu City are becoming increasingly evident,
with rising temperatures, more frequent extreme weather events and sea level rise all
posing significant challenges to the city and its residents.


https://manilastandard.net/business/314623473/ai-climate-change-social-changes-threaten-filipino-jobs-ecop.html
https://pia.gov.ph/dar-provides-farmers-with-climate-resilient-equipment-to-enhance-productivity/
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1255422
https://www.rappler.com/philippines/groups-urge-denr-push-ambitious-plastics-treaty/
https://www.rappler.com/philippines/groups-urge-denr-push-ambitious-plastics-treaty/
https://www.sunstar.com.ph/cebu/tell-it-to-sunstar-the-impact-of-climate-change-in-cebu-city
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Benitez files National Climate Resilience Institute bill, gets support from Poe,
Recto
By: Frederick Silverio

In a bold move to address the country’s growing vulnerability to climate-related
disasters, Negros Occidental 3rd District Rep. Javi Benitez has filed a landmark bill
seeking the creation of a National Climate Resilience Institute (NCRI), a dedicated think
tank and policy hub focused on climate adaptation, risk management and sustainable
development.
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AL JAZEERA

Turkiye’s glaciers fall victim to climate change

Kemal Ozdemir looked up at the bare peaks of Mount Cilo in Turkiye’'s southeast:
“There were glaciers 10 years ago,” he recalled under a cloudless sky.

A mountain guide for 15 years, Ozdemir then turned towards the torrent carrying dozens
of blocks of ice below a slope covered with grass and rocks — a sign of glacier loss
being exacerbated by global warming.

“You can see that there are quite a few pieces of glacier in the water right now ... the
reason why the waterfalls flow so lushly actually shows us how fast the ice is melting,”
he said.

The glaciers of Mount Cilo, which rises to 4,135 metres (13,566 feet) in the province of
Hakkari on the Iraqgi border, are the second largest in the country behind those of Mount
Ararat (5,137 metres / 16,854 feet) — 250 kilometres (155 miles) further north.

As global temperatures rise amid human-caused climate change, new sections of the
mountains that were once capped in ice are melting rapidly year after year.

Turkiye, which is experiencing punishing heatwaves, drought and wildlfires, even
registered a record temperature of 50.5 degrees Celsius (122.9 degrees Fahrenheit) on
Friday in Silopi, some 200 kilometres (124 miles) from Hakkari.

“The melting process is faster than we expected. According to our research, in the last
40 years, we have lost almost 50 percent of this continuous snow and ice cover in this
place,” said Onur Satir, a professor at Yuzuncu Yil University and specialist in
geographical information systems in the eastern province of Van.

“‘Some places melt faster than others, so actually it's showing us which places must be
protected, but we have no opportunity to cover the whole ice area,” Satir said.

In recent years, several glaciers in the Alps have been covered with white tarpaulins in
an attempt to delay their demise.

According to the United Nations, glaciers in several regions of the world will not survive
the 21st century, threatening the water supply of hundreds of millions of people.


https://www.aljazeera.com/gallery/2025/7/30/turkiyes-glaciers-fall-victim-to-climate-change

The surrounding landscape is a delight for walkers, many of whom have flocked to the
Hakkari mountains since the guns fell silent in recent years in the region, where fighters
from the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) have long challenged the Turkish state.

The ongoing peace process with the PKK, which has begun a disarmament process,
suggests that tourism will accelerate in the area, which became a national park in 2020.

But melting ice has made certain areas dangerous. In July 2023, two walkers were
killed when they were swept away by a block that broke off from a glacier.

“People should not walk on the ice,” Ozdemir warned, voicing concerns about the safety
of walkers and the preservation of glaciers.

“This region is 40-50 kilometres (25-31 miles) away from the city, but there was no
road in the past. Now, with the construction of the road, more vehicles are coming here
and the increase in the number of people coming here actually accelerates the melting
a little bit,” said the 38-year-old guide.

A UN report on desertification worldwide estimates that 88 percent of Turkey’s territory
is at risk: rainfall is expected to decrease by 30 percent by the end of the century, while
temperatures are expected to rise by 5 to 6C (9 to 10.8F) compared with averages
recorded between 1961 and 1990.

According to the UN, rainfall is expected to decrease by 30 percent by the end of the
century, whilst temperatures are expected to rise by 5 to 6C (9 to 10.8F) compared with
averages recorded between 1961 and 1990.
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US to scrap landmark finding that sets limit on carbon emissions
By: Bernd Debusmann Jr

The Trump administration has announced a plan to scrap a landmark finding that
greenhouse gases are harmful to the environment, severely curbing the federal
government's ability to combat climate change.

Known as the "Endangerment Finding", the 2009 order from then-President Barack
Obama allowed the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to create rules to limit
pollution by setting emissions standards.

The US is a major contributor to global climate change, and ranks second only to China
which emits more planet-warming gases like carbon dioxide — and the US still emits
more per person.

Experts have warned that the move could have a devastating impact on the
environment.

President Donald Trump has long argued that climate regulations stifle US economic
growth, and on his first day back in office in January ordered that the EPA submit
recommendations "on the legality and continuing applicability" of the Endangerment
Finding.

The Endangerment Finding stemmed from a 2007 Supreme Court case in which the
court ruled that greenhouse gases are "air pollutants" - meaning that the EPA has the
authority and responsibility to regulate them under the US Clean Air Act.

In 2009, the EPA made an official decision, the Endangerment Finding, which found that
greenhouse gas emissions from sources such as cars, power plants and factories
cause climate change and could pose a public health risk.

The decision forms the core of the federal government's authority to impose limits on
carbon dioxide, methane and other greenhouse gases.

In a statement, the EPA said that, if finalised, the move will save Americans $54bn
(£40bn) in costs annually through the repeal of greenhouse gas standards, including an
electric vehicle mandate passed by the Biden administration.


https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c0mlzz1gy39o

Speaking in an episode of the conservative "Ruthless" podcast released on Tuesday,
EPA administrator Lee Zeldin said the move was "basically driving a dagger into the
heart of the climate change religion".

Zeldin said that emissions standards were a "distraction" and that the policy change
was "an economic issue". "Repealing it will be the largest deregulatory action in the
history of America," he said.

In a previous statement on reconsidering the findings in March, Zeldin said that "the
Trump Administration will not sacrifice national prosperity, energy security, and the
freedom of our people for an agenda that throttles our industries, our mobility, and our
consumer choice while benefiting adversaries overseas."

The new draft rule from the EPA will now go undergo a public comment period before
being subject to an interagency review.

If it is successful, the rule will immediately revoke rules governing tailpipe emissions
from vehicles.

According to the EPA statement, the revocation of those standards will begin with those
set in 2010 for light-duty vehicles, as well as those set in 2011 for medium and heavy-
duty vehicles and engines.

What is climate change? A really simple guide
The EPA's move is likely to face legal challenges, and some experts have questioned
whether the administration's decision will make it through the courts at all.

But Richard Revesz, the former administrator of the Office of Information and
Regulatory Affairs in the Biden administration and a law professor at New York
University, told the Washington Post that the announcement will still have an impact on
US climate change policies until a final decision is made in the court system.

"If the endangerment finding fell, it would call into question essentially all or almost all of
EPA's regulation of greenhouse gases," he said.

Also among those to condemn the announcement was California Governor Gavin
Newsom, who in a joint statement with Wisconsin Governor Tony Evers accused the
Trump administration of "reckless abandonment of science and the law."



"Americans deserve to know the truth from the federal government about the climate
crisis," the statement said.

"No amount of buying research of firing scientists will change the facts: greenhouse gas
pollution causes climate change and endangers our health and welfare - period," it
added.
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Bloomberqg awards climate grant to 35 youth groups
By: ElImer Recuerdo

At least 35 youth organizations in Borongan City have received a total of $100,000 in
grants from Bloomberg Philanthropies, a US-based philanthropic organization, to
implement community-based climate change mitigation and adaptation projects.

Mayor Jose Ivan Dayan Agda announced that the funds were allocated through
Bloomberg Philanthropies’ Youth Climate Action Fund (YCAF), with each selected
organization receiving approximately P140,000 for their climate-related initiatives.

The grant recipients include campus-based groups from various junior and senior high
schools, as well as Sangguniang Kabataan (SK) councils across the city. Members of
these organizations range from 15 to 24 years old.

Their proposed projects encompass a variety of activities such as tree-planting, public
education campaigns, recycling and waste reduction initiatives, and participation in
mitigation planning or preparedness programs.

Agda stressed that the grant complements local government initiatives on climate
change adaptation and mitigation while also fostering more active youth involvement in
environmental protection.

“Borongan City is along the nautical highway for typhoon since time immemorial,” Agda
said, highlighting the city’s vulnerability. “The whole city has to be involved in climate
actions to reduce the impact of these typhoons.”

The city government is working to increase its forest cover to 60 percent of the total land
area. One initiative requires couples to plant 10 mangrove trees before applying for a
civil wedding.

Last year, Bloomberg Philanthropies’ YCAF also awarded a $50,000 grant to 13 youth
organizations in Borongan City for similar climate projects.


https://tribune.net.ph/2025/07/30/bloomberg-awards-climate-grant-to-35-youth-groups
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Al, climate change, social changes threaten Filipino jobs—ECOP
By: Othel V. Campos

The Employers Confederation of the Philippines (ECOP) on Wednesday warned that
the convergence of environmental, digital, and social changes poses serious threats to
workers, businesses, and national development.

“Global institutions are now calling for public-private sector initiatives to address the
interconnected challenges,” ECOP president Sergio Ortiz-Luis said at the 46th National
Conference of Employers.

‘Global warming and climate change have increased the severity of weather
disturbances. Technological developments, particularly in Al, might soon outcompete
humans in most tasks, putting workers’ jobs at risk more than ever,” he said.

ECOP adopted a set of resolutions during the conference, urging a multi-sectoral
response to the sweeping impacts of climate change, technological disruption and
demographic shifts, collectively termed the “triple transition.”

The conference, held at the Manila Hotel from July 29 to 30, convened Filipino business
leaders and stakeholders under the theme “Leading Transitions for a Sustainable
Future.”

The resolutions said the government should take the lead in shaping a sustainable
future by addressing the adverse effects of environmental degradation, digital disruption
and population shifts through an “all-of-society approach.”

ECOP resolved that the government and its agencies should work collaboratively with
businesses, industry associations, non-government organizations, workers and their
associations, the academe, and other social partners to develop and implement
appropriate policies, strategies and programs to address the challenges brought about
by the green, digital, and social transitions.

The organization also resolved that ECOP, as the recognized single voice of Filipino
employers, would intensify its advocacy for a sustainable future by promoting policies
for ethical and responsible business conduct among all employers in the Philippines.

It will also push for education and training strategies to prepare workers and the youth

for the evolving demands of the workplace, while upholding the principles of bipartism,
tripartism and social dialogue.
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https://manilastandard.net/business/314623473/ai-climate-change-social-changes-threaten-filipino-jobs-ecop.html

In line with its 50th anniversary, ECOP pledged to continue collaborating with
government and social partners in implementing strategies and programs that will
support and protect employers and workers from extreme climate, technological, social
and geopolitical disruptions.

The resolution, formally adopted on July 30, will be submitted to the government for
consideration.
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DAR provides farmers with climate-resilient equipment to enhance productivity
By: Shahana Joy Duerme-Mangasar

The Department of Agrarian Reform (DAR) has significantly increased its efforts to
boost farmer productivity and improve climate resilience in agrarian reform
communities.

The implementation of DAR’s Climate Resilient Farm Productivity Support Project-
Sustainable Livelihood Support (CRFPSP-SLS) in the provinces enhances the adaptive
capacity of local farmers.

The project aims to promote sustainable agricultural practices that can effectively
withstand the impacts of climate change by providing training, resources, and financial
assistance.

Recently, DAR-Cotabato supplied all-weather copra dryers worth P585,000 to two
agrarian reform cooperatives in the province.

Provincial Agrarian Reform Program Officer Evangeline Bueno highlighted that the
interventions by the DAR extend beyond merely providing land titles; they also aim to
support agrarian reform beneficiaries (ARB) in their efforts to thrive.

“These all-weather dryers are essential in increasing processing efficiency, improving
the quality of produce, and ensuring income stability even during unfavorable weather
conditions,” she pointed out.

The beneficiaries were the LABRIA Farmers Agrarian Reform Cooperative, located in
Barangay Labu-o, President Roxas, and the Dualing Marketing Cooperative in
Barangay Dualing, Aleosan.

The initiative, Bueno explained, will provide ARB organizations with the necessary tools
and technologies to address the effects of climate change and improve their ability to
generate income.

The farm equipment “will allow farmers to dry copra more efficiently and consistently,
reducing their vulnerability to losses caused by unpredictable weather.”

Meanwhile, in addition to the all-weather dryers, DAR also turned over P1.4 million

worth of farm equipment this month to the Malatab Women’s Agrarian Reform
Cooperative in Antipas.

12


https://pia.gov.ph/dar-provides-farmers-with-climate-resilient-equipment-to-enhance-productivity/

The equipment consists of a rice mill, a rice thresher, two mudboat-type floating tillers,
and a power tiller equipped with a transmission.
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OCD supports PBBM's call for more disaster preparedness
By: Priam Nepomuceno

The Office of Civil Defense (OCD) has expressed its full support for President
Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.'s call for intensified disaster preparedness in the face of global
climate change.

"OCD continues to intensify coordination with national and local agencies to ensure that
disaster readiness becomes part of the country's daily routine," the OCD said in a
statement Tuesday night.

"The President called for earthquake drills to become normalized and for continuous
tropical cyclone preparedness, stressing that one disaster often leads to another.”

Marcos made the call during his 4th State of the Nation Address (SONA) on Monday
afternoon, where he stressed the need for all Filipinos to cooperate with the government
in meeting the challenges posed by climate change.

The OCD said it has taken the principle of continuous improvement to heart, using
every experience to refine strategies and strengthen public safety training.

The agency also said it supports Marcos' calls for infrastructure upgrades.

"The government is set to construct modern evacuation centers across the nation to
reduce dependency on schools as temporary shelters. OCD collaborates with key
agencies to accelerate this initiative," it said.

In his latest SONA, Marcos also highlighted the role of advanced technology in saving
lives and anticipating effects of calamities.

In response, the OCD said together with the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and
Astronomical Services Administration (PAGASA) and the Philippine Institute of
Volcanology and Seismology (Phivolcs), it is taking steps to maximize the use of
Doppler radars, broadband seismic stations, landslide sensors, and disaster field books.

"Local government units have received additional command and control vehicles to

boost rapid response capabilities with the aid of DOST (Department of Science and
Technology)," it added.
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https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1255422
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‘Floods are the symptom’: Groups urge DENR to push for ambitious plastics

treaty
By: lya Gozum

President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. has made an environmental issue front and center in
his fourth State of the Nation Address: flooding.

Environmental groups took the opportunity to call on the Philippine government,
specifically the Department of Environment and Natural Resources, to advocate for an
ambitious plastics treaty on the world stage that will cut plastic production. The DENR
leads the Philippine delegation in the negotiations.

“Floods are the symptom. The plastic crisis is part of the disease,” Marian Ledesma of
Greenpeace Philippines said in a statement on Tuesday, July 29.

Inefficient garbage disposal and a deluge of plastic waste exacerbate flooding in parts
of the country, especially during heavy rainfall. Waste can clog waterways and drainage
systems.

Delegates from around the world are coming together in Geneva, Switzerland, from
August 5 to 14, to discuss a new, legally-binding treaty on how to deal with plastic
pollution.

“A strong plastics treaty is a win for every Filipino drowning in floods, poisoned by
pollution, and ignored by profit-hungry corporations,” Ledesma continued.

Civil society attend these international negotiations as delegates. In a recent The Green
Report interview, Jam Lorenzo of BAN Toxics pointed out that plastic pollution started
as a waste management issue.

Eventually, the dialogue would develop into how the world can cut plastic production —
linked to the fossil fuel industry — at its source.

“‘Now we realize if we really talk about chemicals in plastics then we really are talking
about the production cuts and banning a lot of these chemicals which we find in

everyday plastics that we use,” Lorenzo said.

Various groups have taken to connect the plastic pollution to public health, climate crisis,
biodiversity and food security, and human rights.
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The impact of climate change in Cebu City
By: Renester P. Suralta

Climate change is a pressing issue that affects communities worldwide, including Cebu
City. The impacts of climate change in Cebu City are becoming increasingly evident,
with rising temperatures, more frequent extreme weather events and sea level rise all
posing significant challenges to the city and its residents.

One of the most visible impacts of climate change is the increasing frequency and
intensity of extreme weather events. Over the past few years, the city has experienced
an increase in the frequency of typhoons, heavy rainfall and flooding, resulting in
damage to infrastructure, loss of livelihoods and displacement of communities. These
extreme weather events also have a significant impact on the economy, as businesses
and industries are disrupted and tourism is affected.

Another major impact of climate change is rising temperatures. As global temperatures
continue to rise, Cebu City is experiencing hotter and more humid conditions, which can
have negative effects on public health, agriculture, and the environment. Heatwaves
and prolonged periods of high temperatures can lead to heat-related illnesses and even
death. In addition, higher temperatures can also affect crop yields and water availability,
putting pressure on food security and the agricultural sector.

Sea level rise is another significant impact of climate change. As global sea levels
continue to rise due to melting ice caps and glaciers, coastal areas in Cebu City are
becoming increasingly vulnerable to flooding and erosion. Coastal communities and
infrastructure are at risk of being inundated, leading to loss of property, displacement of
residents and damage to critical infrastructure. The threat of sea level rise is particularly
concerning for Cebu City, as it is a coastal city with a large population living in
vulnerable areas.

In response to the impacts of climate change, the Cebu City Government has been
taking steps to mitigate and adapt to the changing climate. The City has constructed
flood control infrastructure, promoted sustainable urban planning and development, and
implemented climate change adaptation and disaster risk reduction programs. However,
more needs to be done to address the root causes of climate change and to build
resilience in the face of its impacts.

It is essential for the government, businesses, and communities to work together to

address the impacts of climate change, reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and build
resilience to the changing climate.
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Benitez files National Climate Resilience Institute bill, gets support from Poe,
Recto
By: Frederick Silverio

In a bold move to address the country’s growing vulnerability to climate-related
disasters, Negros Occidental 3rd District Rep. Javi Benitez has filed a landmark bill
seeking the creation of a National Climate Resilience Institute (NCRI), a dedicated think
tank and policy hub focused on climate adaptation, risk management and sustainable
development.

The proposed measure, which gained early backing from Assistant Majority Leader Rep.
Brian Poe Llamanzares of FPJ Panday Bayanihan party-list and Batangas 6th District
Rep. Ryan Recto, seeks to institutionalize a whole-of-society approach to climate
resilience by bridging science, policy and community action.

“Climate change is no longer a distant threat. It's a present danger impacting our
agriculture, coastal communities, and infrastructure,” Benitez said.

"We need a permanent, science-based institution that informs national strategy and
empowers local government units to act decisively,” he added.

The proposed National Climate Resilience Institute will be mandated to serve as the
central repository of climate data and risk analytics; conduct interdisciplinary research to
support climate-smart policymaking; build capacity among LGUs, especially in
vulnerable provinces; coordinate with international climate bodies for technical and
financial assistance; recommend institutional reforms and legislative measures to
strengthen national adaptation and mitigation efforts.

“We want to build resilience not just in policies but in people’s everyday lives. We want
LGUs, communities, and national agencies to be equipped with science-based tools
and local solutions,” said Benitez.

Growing bipartisan support

The measure is already gaining momentum within Congress.

"As a country that sits squarely in the path of multiple natural hazards, the Philippines
cannot afford to treat resilience as an afterthought. This bill institutionalizes a permanent,

well-funded scientific hub to guide our climate strategy with precision, data, and
urgency,” said Poe.
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Poe also said the proposal is a forward-looking step that aligns with advocacy for
climate justice and inclusive development.

Recto, a long-time advocate for disaster risk reduction and sustainable infrastructure,
also voiced his full support to the bill.

“Investing in resilience isn’t a luxury—it’s a necessity,” Recto said. “Creating an institute
like the NCRI ensures that evidence-based planning becomes a permanent feature of
our national governance.”

A timely response

The proposal comes at a time when the Philippines is experiencing more intense and
frequent weather disturbances, with billions lost to typhoons, floods and droughts each
year.

According to the Climate Risk Index 2024, the Philippines remains one of the most
climate-vulnerable countries globally.

“Climate change isn’t something far off It's already happening. And if we disregard such
threats, we stand to lose around 6% of our GDP annually by the year 2100. This bill
gives the country a solid, long-term way to deal with it,” said Recto.

Benitez, meanwhile, said that NCRI is not just a bureaucratic addition but a strategic
investment.

“The NCRI will complement existing agencies like PAGASA and DENR but will function
with autonomy and academic rigor — a convergence points for innovation, data, and

policy," said Benitez.

The bill is expected to be heard in the Committee on Climate Change and is being eyed
for priority certification in the next legislative calendar.
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