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Trump's Environmental Protection Agency plans to kill landmark ‘endangerment'

climate rule
By: Matthew Glasser and Daniel Peck

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) moved on Tuesday to repeal a landmark
environmental decision to regulate greenhouse gas emissions and fight climate change.

ABS CBN

Marcos leads launch of World Bank’s country partnership framework for PH
By: Pia Gutierez

President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. on Tuesday affirmed his administration’s commitment in
working with the World Bank to achieve inclusive and sustainable economic growth for
the country.
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BUSINESS WORLD

Global hunger falls but conflict and climate threaten progress, UN says

The number of hungry people around the world fell for a third straight year in 2024,
retreating from a COVID-era spike, even as conflict and climate shocks deepened
malnutrition across much of Africa and western Asia, a United Nations (UN) report said
on Monday.

GMA NEWS

Marcos cites World Bank role in PH infra, climate change mitigation
By: Ana Felicia Bajo

President Ferdinand "Bongbong" Marcos Jr. on Tuesday acknowledged the role of the
World Bank when it comes to supporting Philippine infrastructure projects and
addressing climate change.

MANILA BULLETIN

Marcos: World Bank one of PH's steadfast partners amid pressing challenges
By: Betheena Unite

President Marcos has cited the role of the World Bank in the Philippines' goal to build
critical infrastructure and boost preparedness against climate change and natural
disasters.

PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER

‘House Hotshots’ file landmark climate resilience bill
By: Jan Escosio

The newly dubbed “House Hotshots,” a rising group of young lawmakers in the 20th
Congress, has officially filed their first joint legislative measure: House Bill No. 2577,
establishing the University of the Philippines National Climate Resilience Institute (UP
NCRI).

THE PHILIPPINE STAR
As disasters mount, environmental groups slam Marcos’ ‘motherhood’

statements
By: Dominique Nicole Flores

President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.'s fourth State of the Nation Address (SONA) drew
sharp criticism from environmental groups, which denounced his address as inadequate
while the country faces mounting climate disasters.
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Antique LGUs urged to accelerate climate change actions
By: Pilar Mabaquiao

The province of Antique recently launched the 2025 Accelerated Climate Transition
(ACT) Local Program in partnership with the Climate Change Commission (CCC) and
the Office of Senator Loren Legarda.

Information and Knowledge Management Division
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ABC NEWS

Trump's Environmental Protection Agency plans to kill landmark '‘endangerment'
climate rule
By: Matthew Glasser and Daniel Peck

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) moved on Tuesday to repeal a landmark
environmental decision to regulate greenhouse gas emissions and fight climate change.

The rule, which is known as the "endangerment finding," is a 2009 declaration that
determined the current and projected concentrations of six greenhouse gases, including
carbon dioxide, "endanger both the public health and the public welfare of current and
future generations."

The decision was based on a nearly 200-page EPA analysis of the science and more
than 380,000 public comments on greenhouse gas pollution.

On Tuesday, EPA Administrator Lee Zeldin, appointed by President Donald Trump,
announced plans to repeal the endangerment finding, arguing that the EPA lacked the
legal authority to determine that greenhouse gases -- such as carbon dioxide, methane
and hydrofluorocarbons -- endanger public health and welfare.

He alleged that the initial rule "made predictions about the science that was not just
pessimistic, they turned out not to be true."

At an event in Indiana, and joined by Gov. Mike Braun, R-Ind., and Energy Secretary
Chris Wright, Zeldin said if the repeal of the endangerment finding is finalized, it would
be "the largest deregulatory action in the history of the United States" and justified the
decision by saying, "Agencies of this federal government do not have the ability to just
creatively come up with our own law. We do not have that power on our own to decide
as an agency that we are going to combat global climate change because we give
ourselves that power."

The endangerment finding is the result of the 2007 Supreme Court decision
Massachusetts v. EPA, which decided that the EPA could regulate greenhouse gases
for motor vehicles under the 1970 Clean Air Act because those gases are considered
air pollutants.

That ruling became the legal foundation for many of the federal government's
greenhouse gas emissions regulations for vehicles, fossil fuel power plants and other
pollution sources responsible for climate change.

Zeldin estimated that if finalized, the proposal could save $54 billion in costs annually
and added that if Congress wanted to amend the Clean Air Act to include greenhouse
gases, the EPA would regulate them.
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At the press conference, Zeldin also announced plans to not only repeal the
endangerment finding but "all greenhouse gas emissions that followed on light, medium
and heavy duty vehicles."

The transportation sector is the most significant contributor of direct greenhouse gas
emissions in the U.S.

In 2024, the EPA determined that the vehicle model year 2027 standards currently on
the chopping block were "expected to avoid 7.2 billion tons of CO2 emissions through
2055, roughly equal to four times the emissions of the entire transportation sector in
2021" and save the average driver around $6,000 in fuel costs and maintenance over
the life of their vehicle.

Critics of the administration's plan argue that the move to repeal the endangerment
finding lacks both a scientific basis and a legal foundation and will exacerbate the
harmful impacts of climate change.

The Sierra Club told ABC News in a statement that it's exploring all legal options,
including litigation.

"As if any doubt remained, the Trump Administration has formalized climate denial as
the official policy of the United States government. If approved, rescinding the
endangerment finding would strike a decisive blow to the EPA's authority to limit deadly
greenhouse gas emissions and protect our people and our planet from the very worst of
the climate crisis," said Loren Blackford, the Sierra Club's acting executive director.

Mike Gerrard, an environmental lawyer and the founder and faculty director of the Sabin
Center for Climate Change Law at Columbia University, told ABC News the EPA
decision to repeal the endangerment finding is the latest salvo in the Trump
administration's ongoing effort to eliminate climate change regulations.

"The short-term consequences are limited because the things that are enabled by the
endangerment finding, they're not doing anyway. They're cutting back on the
greenhouse gas emissions controls for motor vehicles. They're eliminating the
regulation of greenhouse gases from power plants and other things," said Gerrard.

Gerrard said lawsuits are a certainty, and it's likely that the case will end up at the
Supreme Court, a court that is very different from the one that issued the 2007 ruling.

"What they hope for is a binding legal outcome that would preclude, either explicitly or
effectively, future regulation of greenhouse gasses under the Clean Air Act," said Joe
Goffman, the former EPA assistant administrator for its Office of Air and Radiation
during the Biden administration at press briefing.

In the decade and a half since that announcement, the science on how greenhouse
gases impact human health has only gotten more robust.



A 2021 study published in the journal Nature Climate Change found that between 1991
and 2018, 37% of heat-related deaths could be attributed to human-amplified climate
change.

And according to the Fifth National Climate Assessment, a report that the federal
government describes as providing "authoritative scientific information about climate
change risks, impacts, and responses in the U.S.," found that "Climate changes are
making it harder to maintain safe homes and healthy families; reliable public services; a
sustainable economy; thriving ecosystems, cultures, and traditions; and strong
communities."

The public will have an opportunity to comment on the proposed rule before it becomes
final. Lawsuits could also delay its implementation. The courts have uniformly rejected
previous attempts to challenge the endangerment finding on legal grounds.



ABS CBN

Marcos leads launch of World Bank’s country partnership framework for PH
By: Pia Gutierez

President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. on Tuesday affirmed his administration’s commitment in
working with the World Bank to achieve inclusive and sustainable economic growth for
the country.

He led the launch and turnover of the World Bank’s Country Partnership Framework for
the Philippines during a ceremony in Malacafang.

The framework serves as a roadmap for the World Bank’s support to the Philippines for
2026-2031, ensuring that its interventions are aligned with the country’s development
goals and tailored to address its most pressing needs.

According to the World Bank, the new CPF prioritizes “investments in health and
education, private sector jobs, digitization, and economic and social resilience.”

In his speech, the President said that the CPF echoes the commitment in his recent
SONA to ensure better access to healthcare, stronger support for students, as well as
more jobs and livelihood opportunities for Filipinos.

He also noted the CPF’s 3 outcome areas that support the Philippine Development Plan
2023 to 2028: improving health and education; generating employment; and ensuring
climate change resilience.

“For eight decades, you have stood with us in confronting our most pressing challenges.
From building critical infrastructure to boosting preparedness against climate change
and natural disasters,” Marcos Jr said, addressing World Bank officials.

“Beyond financial assistance, you have provided deep technical expertise, championed
the most effective practices, and reignited a collaborative spirit that pushes us to deliver
real, lasting impact for Filipinos. For all of these and more, thank you, thank you, thank

”»

you.

Marcos Jr meanwhile assured Filipinos that his administration is working public service
delivery.

“Sa ating mga kababayan na dumadanas ng pagbaha, pagkasira ng kabuhayan,
pagkawalan ng tahanan at mga mahal sa buhay, patuloy po kaming maghahatid ng
tulong upang muli tayong makabangon at makapagsimula,” he said.


https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/business/2025/7/29/marcos-leads-launch-of-world-bank-s-country-partnership-framework-for-ph-1728

“Together, we are shaping a bagong Pilipinas that is stronger, that is more inclusive,
and that is more sustainable. A future where every Filipino has countless opportunities
to live with courage, with confidence, and freedom.”



BUSINESS WORLD

Global hunger falls but conflict and climate threaten progress, UN says

The number of hungry people around the world fell for a third straight year in 2024,
retreating from a COVID-era spike, even as conflict and climate shocks deepened
malnutrition across much of Africa and western Asia, a United Nations (UN) report said
on Monday.

Around 673 million people, or 8.2% of the world’s population, experienced hunger in
2024, down from 8.5% in 2023, according to the State of Food Security and Nutrition in
the World report, jointly prepared by five UN agencies.

They said the report focused on chronic, long-term problems and did not fully reflect the
impact of acute crises brought on by specific events and wars, including Gaza.

Maximo Torero, the chief economist for the UN Food and Agricultural Organization, said
improved access to food in South America and India had driven the overall decline but
cautioned that conflict and other factors in places such as Africa and the Middle East
risked undoing those gains.

“If conflict continues to grow, of course, if vulnerabilities continue to grow, and the debt
stress continues to increase, the numbers will increase again,” he told Reuters on the
sidelines of a UN food summit in Ethiopia.

“Conflict continues to drive hunger from Gaza to Sudan and beyond,” UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres said in remarks delivered by video link to the summit.
“Hunger further feeds future instability and undermines peace.”

In 2024, the most significant progress was registered in South America and Southern
Asia, the UN report said.

In South America, the hunger rate fell to 3.8% in 2024 from 4.2% in 2023. In Southern
Asia, it fell to 11% from 12.2%.

Progress in South America was underpinned by better agricultural productivity and
social programs like school meals, Mr. Torero said. In Southern Asia, it was mostly due
to new data from India showing more people with access to healthy diets.

The overall 2024 hunger numbers were still higher than the 7.5% recorded in 2019
before the COVID pandemic.

The picture is very different in Africa, where productivity gains are not keeping up with
high population growth and the impacts of conflict, extreme weather and inflation.


https://www.bworldonline.com/world/2025/07/29/688214/global-hunger-falls-but-conflict-and-climate-threaten-progress-un-says/

In 2024, more than one in five people on the continent, 307 million, were chronically
undernourished, meaning hunger is more prevalent than it was 20 years ago.

Africa is projected to account for nearly 60% of the world’s hungry people by 2030, the
report said.

The gap between global food price inflation and overall inflation peaked in January
2023, driving up the cost of diets and hitting low-income nations hardest, the report said.

Overall adult obesity rose to nearly 16% in 2022, from 12% in 2012, it added.

The number of people unable to afford a healthy diet dropped globally in the past five
years to 2.6 billion in 2024 from 2.76 billion in 2019, the report said.
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Marcos cites World Bank role in PH infra, climate change mitigation
By: Ana Felicia Bajo

President Ferdinand "Bongbong" Marcos Jr. on Tuesday acknowledged the role of the
World Bank when it comes to supporting Philippine infrastructure projects and
addressing climate change.

"For eight decades, you have stood with us in confronting our most pressing challenges
—from building critical infrastructure to boosting preparedness against climate change
and natural disasters," Marcos said during the launch and turnover of the World Bank
Group Philippines Country Partnership Framework (CPF) 2025-2031.

"Beyond financial assistance, you have provided deep technical expertise, championed
the most effective practices, and reignited a collaborative spirit that pushes us to deliver
real, lasting impact for Filipinos," Marcos added.

Marcos said the CPF lays out a clear and strategic path for the next six years.

"It echoes the commitments that | shared yesterday, during the State of the Nation
Address: better access to healthcare, stronger support for our students, more jobs and
livelihood opportunities for our people," Marcos said.

"To sustain our gains, we are also prioritizing disaster preparedness throughout the
construction of more evacuation centers, modern early warning systems, and faster,
more coordinated response efforts," he added.

In a separate press release, Department of Economy, Planning, and Development
(DEPDev) Secretary Arsenio Balisacan expressed deep appreciation for the World
Bank’s continued support, highlighting the CPF’s strong alignment with the Philippine
Development Plan (PDP) 2023-2028 and the country’s long-term vision, the AmBisyon
Natin 2040.

“We welcome the World Bank’s Country Partnership Framework for 2025-2031, which
supports our national vision as articulated in the Ambisyon Natin 2040. This framework
reinforces our shared commitment to sustainable, inclusive, and resilient growth by
focusing on high-impact interventions promoting high-quality job generation, human
capital development, climate resilience, good governance, and digital transformation,”
he said.

The CPF seeks to advance human capital development in the Philippines through
improved health and education. It will also aid the country generate more and better
jobs by supporting policy and regulatory reforms that boost competitiveness, modernize
agriculture, and expand digital infrastructure.
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Further, the CPF will help build resilience to climate change and other shocks by
supporting the government’s modernized Pantawid Pamilyang Pilipino Program (4Ps)
and expanding adaptive social protection to cover 12.5 million beneficiaries.

In line with this, the framework will help 13 million people become more resilient to

climate and disaster risks through improved infrastructure, climate-smart agriculture,
and enhanced disaster risk financing.
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MANILA BULLETIN

Marcos: World Bank one of PH's steadfast partners amid pressing challenges
By: Betheena Unite

President Marcos has cited the role of the World Bank in the Philippines' goal to build
critical infrastructure and boost preparedness against climate change and natural
disasters.

During the ceremonial turnover of the World Bank Group Philippines Country
Partnership Framework (CPF) for Fiscal Years 2025-2031 on Tuesday, July 29, Marcos
said none of the government's programs in health, disaster response, digital
transformation, and infrastructure would be made possible without the help of the World
Bank.

"For eight decades, you have stood with us in confronting our most pressing challenges
—from building critical infrastructure to boosting preparedness against climate change
and natural disasters," Marcos said in his speech during the event held at the
Malacanan Palace.

"Beyond financial assistance, you have provided deep technical expertise, championed
the most effective practices, and reignited a collaborative spirit that pushes us to deliver
real, lasting impact for Filipinos," he added.

"For all of these and more, thank you. Thank you. Thank you," he conveyed.

Marcos said they are looking forward to the launch of the World Bank Group’s Country
Partnership Framework (CPF) for the Philippines for 2025 to 2031.

According to the President, it lays out a clear and strategic path for the next six years.

"It echoes the commitments that | shared yesterday, during the State of the Nation
Address: better access to healthcare, stronger support for our students, more jobs and
livelihood opportunities for our people," he said.

He emphasized that his administration is prioritizing disaster preparedness through the
construction of more evacuation centers, more modern early warning systems, and
faster, more coordinated response efforts.

The CPF has three outcome areas that support the Philippine Development Plan 2023—
2028, namely health and education, quality jobs in the private sector, and climate
change.

Marcos said the government is improving the delivery of public health services,

especially in underserved areas—including Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim
Mindanao (BARMM).
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He added they are also focused on addressing students’ learning gaps and matching
their skills with the market’s needs to ensure that students will grow into future leaders,
innovators, and visionaries.

The President further said that they continue to deepen efforts to simplify business
regulations, establish stronger infrastructure, and entice more investments.

He reiterated that the government is preparing for the new normal and the effects of
global climate change.

"We are modernizing our data systems, expanding social protection, delivering faster,
more effective responses in times of crisis," he said.

"We are also redefining resilience to mean learning from our shortcomings and
preparing way ahead of time. It is about planning green and sustainable cities,
conserving our environment, and bouncing up and forward," he added.

The CPF outlines the strategic approach guiding the World Bank Group’s engagement
in the Philippines, prioritizing investments in health and education, private sector jobs,
digitization, and economic and social resilience.

The framework aligns with the Philippines’ development goals by ensuring that support
is tailored to the most pressing needs and priorities.
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER

‘House Hotshots’ file landmark climate resilience bill
By: Jan Escosio

The newly dubbed “House Hotshots,” a rising group of young lawmakers in the 20th
Congress, has officially filed their first joint legislative measure: House Bill No. 2577,
establishing the University of the Philippines National Climate Resilience Institute (UP
NCRI).

Led by Assistant Majority Leaders Rep. Javier Miguel “Javi” L. Benitez (Negros
Occidental 3rd District), Rep. Brian Poe (FPJ Panday Bayanihan Party-list), and Rep.
Ryan S. Recto (Batangas 6th District), the legislation reflects the group’s shared
commitment to evidence-based policy and generational leadership on issues of national
importance.

Filed a day after the President’s State of the Nation Address, the bill marks a milestone
for the House’s youngest assistant majority leaders as they take on the legislative
challenge of their generation: climate resilience.

“We want to build resilience not just in policies but in people’s everyday lives. We want
LGUs, communities, and national agencies to be equipped with science-based tools
and local solutions,” said Rep. Benitez.

The UP National Climate Resilience Institute (UP NCRI), as proposed in the bill, seeks
to elevate the existing UP Resilience Institute (UP RI) into a national institute with direct
budgetary appropriations, plantilla positions, and an expanded mandate.

Established in 2016, UP RI has served as a proactive research hub for disaster risk
reduction and climate change adaptation.

The bill aims to scale its impact by transforming it into the country’s central institution for
climate risk governance, scientific foresight, and community-centered adaptation.

The explanatory note of the bill cites the World Risk Index 2023, which ranks the
Philippines as the most at-risk country globally due to the convergence of high
exposure, vulnerability, and limited adaptive capacity.

Despite ongoing reforms since RA 10121 was enacted in 2010, institutional
fragmentation continues to hamper disaster risk reduction.

“As a country that sits squarely in the path of multiple natural hazards, the Philippines
cannot afford to treat resilience as an afterthought. This bill institutionalizes a
permanent, well-funded scientific hub to guide our climate strategy with precision, data,
and urgency,” said Rep. Poe.

15


https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/2089052/house-hotshots-file-landmark-climate-resilience-bill

The bill envisions the UP NCRI as a dynamic center for research and policy
development, designed to play a pivotal role in strengthening the country’s climate and
disaster preparedness.

It will serve as a key resource for local government units by generating and distributing
vital data, practical toolkits, and planning aids to support evidence-based decision-
making on the ground.

In addition, the Institute will foster collaboration with civil society organizations and the
private sector to ensure that resilience efforts are inclusive and responsive to diverse
community needs.

Beyond research, the UP NCRI will also offer non-degree and professional training
programs aimed at building technical capacity across sectors.

To stay ahead of evolving risks, the Institute will integrate cutting-edge technologies—
such as predictive analytics and digital governance systems—into national and local
disaster planning frameworks, enabling more proactive and adaptive responses to
climate-related threats.

“Climate change isn’t something far off It's already happening. And if we disregard such
threats, we stand to lose around 6% of our GDP annually by the year 2100. This bill
gives the country a solid, long-term ways to deal with it”, added Rep. Recto.

This early joint legislation is seen as a signal of the Hotshots’ intent to pursue
substantive, cross-sectoral reforms in line with national development goals and the
Marcos administration’s commitment to climate action.

The group previously held a working lunch to consolidate insights from their legislative
training and align their policy priorities.

All three legislators are sons of established political figures, adding a layer of legacy to

their bold foray into public service—this time with climate science and institutional
resilience at the forefront.
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THE PHILIPPINE STAR

As disasters mount, environmental groups slam Marcos’ ‘motherhood’
statements
By: Dominique Nicole Flores

President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.'s fourth State of the Nation Address (SONA) drew
sharp criticism from environmental groups, which denounced his address as inadequate
while the country faces mounting climate disasters.

Center for Energy, Ecology and Development (CEED), an independent think tank, said
the president barely mentioned any plans to mitigate the detrimental effects of climate
change in the country.

They said the government appeared to operate with a “business-as-usual” mindset,
showing little urgency in environmental oversight.

Marcos briefly touted the country’s shift to renewable energy, but watchdogs have long
warned that even renewable energy projects — though beneficial in principle — can
prove harmful if too ambitious or not properly implemented.

“[W]e urge the President to instead turn his attention to genuine solutions that address
the root of climate change: rapid emission cuts that can only be achieved by phasing
out fossil fuel reliance, and raising our ambitions for renewable energy,” CEED energy
and climate program head Krishna Ariola said in a statement.

The Protect VIP, a network of groups focused on safeguarding the Verde Island
Passage marine corridor, also did not mince words when it described Marcos’
statements on disaster response as “vague” and “motherhood.”

Father Edwin Gariguez, the group's lead convenor, said invoking the Filipinos’
“discipline” and “bayanihan spirit” represents a “shameful relinquishing of the
administration’s responsibilities.”

The government, he argued, is failing to confront the impacts of the climate crisis and
build genuine resilience for vulnerable communities.

These criticisms do not come from thin air. So, what little did Marcos have to say about
the environment in his fourth SONA?

The ‘motherhood’ statements

Instead of offering concrete solutions, environmental groups expressed dismay over
Marcos urging the public to be “disciplined,” “vigilant,” and to embody a sense of
“bayanihan” — which is known as the long-held Filipino tradition for collective action in
communities.
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‘Hiling din namin ang inyong kooperasyon, inyong disiplina, pagmamatyag, at
bayanihan bilang responsableng mamamayan,” Marcos said on Monday, July 28.

(We also ask for your cooperation, discipline, vigilance, and bayanihan as responsible
citizens.)

He took the time to stress the need for discipline in waste disposal and vigilance in
storm preparedness, saying families should know their evacuation centers and
cooperate with the government when ordered to evacuate.

“Higit sa lahat, bayanihan sa pagdadamayan at pagtutulungan, lalo na sa mga
nasalanta nating kapwa,” he added.

(Above all, bayanihan in compassion and mutual help, especially for our fellow Filipinos
who have been affected.)

While citizen participation plays a role in disaster risk reduction, environmental groups
stressed that the government needs to go beyond reminders and present concrete, long
-term solutions.

“True, disaster resilience requires not just public vigilance, but strong, rights-based and
people-centric governance and accountability from those in power,” Kalikasan Peoples
Network for the Environment Chairperson Jonila Castro told Philstar.com in a message
on Tuesday, July 29.

Touting natural gas

In his brief statement on renewable energy, the president touted the country’s
technologies, including solar and wind power, even going as far as saying the
“Philippines is known in the world for prioritizing it.”

He also promoted natural gas, despite criticism that it remains a greenhouse gas-
emitting fossil fuel, harming local communities where gas expansions are conducted.

For CEED, this may be interpreted by industry giants in the energy sector as a “green
light” to continue with the expansion of coal and gas plants.

According to Ariola, the president's first three years have already demonstrated his
reluctance to halt gas and fossil fuel expansion.

She pointed to the Philippine Natural Gas Industry Development Act, which Marcos
signed to promote natural gas as transition energy and build more power plants.

Marcos, however, framed his statement within the context of the country’s electricity
challenges, citing the millions of households still left in the dark.
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To resolve this, he promised to ramp up infrastructure, pledging the construction of 200
power plants in his last three years to bring power to 4 million homes.

Gariguez, meanwhile, argued that natural gas projects in Batangas have harmed both
the livelihoods of fisherfolk and the marine ecosystem, citing the 2023 Mindoro oil spill
that polluted the Verde Island Passage and nearby waters.

This has been internationally recognized as a case of ecological destruction by the
International Rights of Nature Tribunal in 2024.

“To date, no concrete action to stop fossil fuel and toxic cargo pollution in our seas has
been put forward,” Gariguez said, noting it also comes as no surprise when “corporate
heads who profit from fossil fuel operations” were also present at his fourth SONA.

What he left out

Notably, Marcos did not mention the word “environment” or “kalikasan” at any point in
his address. His only reference to “klima” (climate) was in the context of the
government’s disaster preparedness efforts.

And under the same breath, he called the country’s worsening calamities the “new
normal” under climate change, reiterating what he said moments after he returned from
trade talks with the US.

“‘Masigasig din ang ating paghahanda at pagmamatyag laban sa banta ng sakuna at
kalamidad, lalo na sa bagong normal at nagbabagong klima na bugso ng panahon,” he
said.

(We are also actively preparing for and monitoring threats of disasters and calamities,
especially amid the new normal and changing climate brought about by extreme
weather.)

Missing from his address were concrete plans for harmful reclamation projects, large-
scale mining operations and fossil fuel developments.

Instead, Marcos confined his environmental discussion mostly to renewable energy,
flood-control projects, building more evacuation centers and early warning systems for
natural hazards.

“The Philippine government needs to show leadership in climate mitigation and
adaptation beyond flood control projects, relief responses and evacuation centers,”
Ariola said.

If a new normal is what the government wants, she said this should involve “new
solutions to strengthen the resilience of Filipino communities.”

19



No talk on human rights violations

No talk on human rights violations

Castro expressed disappointment over what she described as “greenwashing” under
the Marcos Jr. administration, which promoted renewable energy while ignoring the
environmental and human rights violations that had come with it.

‘Communities resisting destructive energy and infrastructure projects are being
militarized, red-tagged, harassed, or worse — killed,” Castro said.

“The President’s silence on these attacks is unacceptable, and it sends a chilling
message that violence against environmental defenders will continue with impunity,”
she added.

The Philippines remains the deadliest country in Asia for environmental defenders,
accounting for nearly seven in 10 killings and enforced disappearances in 2023,
according to a Global Witness report.

‘“If the Marcos administration is serious about energy security and disaster
preparedness, it must start by respecting the rights of communities, protecting
environmental defenders, and ensuring that development truly serves the people — not
just corporate profit,” Castro said.
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CCC IN THE NEWS:
PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY

Antique LGUs urged to accelerate climate change actions
By: Pilar Mabaquiao

The province of Antique recently launched the 2025 Accelerated Climate Transition
(ACT) Local Program in partnership with the Climate Change Commission (CCC) and
the Office of Senator Loren Legarda.

The two-day event held at the University of Antique in Sibalom, Antique hopes to serve
as a platform to develop, update, and enhance LGUs’ Local Climate Change Action
Plans (LCCAPs) through onsite training writeshops.

During the program, Climate Change Commissioner Albert Dela

Cruz Sr. explained that while climate change is a natural phenomenon on a living
planet, what is most concerning is the abnormality and increasing severity of its effects,
prompting the need for urgent adaptation.

Dela Cruz urged local officials and stakeholders to embrace adaptation, transition
through the use of technology, and take action not just to survive, but to thrive in the
face of the climate crisis.

Senator Loren Legarda, keynote speaker and long-time advocate for the environment,
emphasized the urgency of addressing climate change impacts.

She called on LGUs to engage with vulnerable communities and develop inclusive,
community-driven projects to mitigate climate risks.

Legarda stressed that while the national government can provide resources, effective
solutions are rooted in local experiences and community needs.

The program also gained the support of the Provincial Government of Antique through
the representation of Provincial Administrator lawyer Robin Rubinos and the municipal
mayors of each town in Antique, who were present.

University of Antique President Pablo Crespo Jr. highlighted the importance of
partnerships with LGUs and the private sector to scale up local climate action.

“The University offers its role as an agent of transformation, helping ensure that climate
resilience is shared by all,” Crespo said.

Meanwhile, CCC reported that as of March 2025, 90.61 percent of LGUs (or 1,558 out
of 1,715) have already submitted their LCCAPs.
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The CCC aims to increase this compliance rate by year-end, starting with building the
capacities of 16 LGUs in Antique under this special rollout.

CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert EA Borje emphasized that the
ACT Local Programme reflects the CCC conviction that climate action must be local,
grounded in science, and driven by empowered communities, thus, CCC is committed
to ensuring that no LGU is left behind in the journey toward resilience and sustainability.
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