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Philippines to host LDF board meeting in October
By: Kyle Aristophere T. Atienza

The Philippines will host the 7th meeting of the Loss and Damage Fund (LDF) Board in
October, the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) said on
Monday.

MANILA BULLETIN

Philippines pushes swift climate fund rollout after ICJ opinion
By: Jel Santos

The Philippines is pushing for urgent action on the international climate loss and
damage fund following the advisory opinion issued by the International Court of Justice
(ICJ) affirming the legal obligations of states to address climate change.
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MANILA STANDARD

ICJ view on climate change fund hailed
By: Rio N. Araja

Environment Secretary Raphael Lotilla on Monday welcomed an advisory opinion
issued by the International Court of Justice affirming the legal obligations of all States to
address climate change and protect vulnerable ecosystems.

PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER

Metro Manila’s flood crisis: a self-inflicted disaster of trash, neglect and

corruption
By: Jake J. Maderazo

We can only blame ourselves for the floods and piles of trash that are currently flooding
Metro Manila and the areas around it. The Metro Manila area sits in a river delta, where
precipitation from the mountains flows toward Manila Bay. This has been true
historically even before the Spanish came.

PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY

Isabela receives recognition for climate, disaster resilience initiatives
By: Merlito G. Edale Jr.

The provincial government of Isabela, through its Integrated Provincial Health Office,
has received recognition for its commitment to the Climate and Disaster Resilience
Program, an initiative led by Americares Philippines.
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PH reaffirms commitment to climate justice, backs ICJ ruling
By: Marita Moaje

Ahead of the 7th Fund for responding to Loss and Damage (FrLD) Board Meeting in
Manila this October, the Philippine government has reaffirmed its commitment to climate
justice and international cooperation.
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CCC IN THE NEWS:
DAILY TRIBUNE
Storms, science and survival: Strengthening communities through climate

knowledge
By: Secretary Robert EA Borje

Torrential rains once again submerged many parts of the country, damaging homes and
properties, displacing families, and reminding us of our vulnerability in this era of climate
crisis.

DAILY GUARDIAN

PSF approves P99-M climate projects in LuzViMin

The People’s Survival Fund (PSF) Board has approved five new climate adaptation
initiatives worth PHP 99,675,400, aiming to enhance the resilience of local communities
across Luzon, Visayas, and Mindanao.

GMA NEWS

People’s Survival Fund Board OKs P99 million for climate vulnerability projects
By: Jon Viktor Cabuenas

The People’s Survival Fund (PSF) Board, led by members of the government’s
economic team, has approved P99.675-million worth of grant resources for five new
projects across the country seen to help local governments address climate
vulnerability.

PANAY NEWS
Nature’s Shield: Harnessing nature-based solutions for disaster resilience in

lloilo
By: Victor Prodigo

Mangroves serve as Earth’s natural defense against climate change by absorbing and
storing carbon dioxide. Protecting and restoring them is one way to curb climate
change.
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Antique LGUs urged to accelerate climate change actions
By: Pilar Mabaquiao

The province of Antique recently launched the 2025 Accelerated Climate Transition
(ACT) Local Program in partnership with the Climate Change Commission (CCC) and
the Office of Senator Loren Legarda.

Information and Knowledge Management Division


https://pia.gov.ph/antique-lgus-urged-to-accelerate-climate-change-actions/

BUSINESS WORLD

Philippines to host LDF board meeting in October
By: Kyle Aristophere T. Atienza

The Philippines will host the 7th meeting of the Loss and Damage Fund (LDF) Board in
October, the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) said on
Monday.

The upcoming meeting will feature updates on the operationalization and resource
mobilization of the fund, “paving the way for its initial implementation,” Environment
Secretary Raphael P.M. Lotilla said in a statement.

He cited the need for the international community to lend its support to sustain the fund.
“We call on nations to fulfill their promises of solidarity.”

Mr. Lotilla, fresh from the 6th LDF Board meeting in Cebu, also welcomed the advisory
opinion issued by the International Court of Justice (ICJ) which affirmed the legal
obligations of all states to address climate change and protect vulnerable ecosystems.

The Philippines in July 2024 was elected to host the LDF Board, which manages a
global fund for climate change mitigation and adaptation projects.

Meanwhile, Greenpeace Philippines said in a statement that the ICJ advisory opinion
can pave the way for Filipino communities to seek reparations from the world’s biggest
polluters.

“The message of the Court is clear: the production, consumption and granting of
licenses and subsidies for fossil fuels could be breaches of International Law. Polluters
must stop emitting and must pay for the harms they have caused,” it said.

It said President Ferdinand R. Marcos, Jr. “would be extremely negligent if he ignores
the opportunity this offers for new legal action against polluters, particularly those whose
activities have significantly contributed to the climate crisis.”

The group is calling on the 20th Congress to pass a bill that seeks to hold corporations
responsible for climate damage and secure justice for affected communities.

“It will raise the bar for climate policy in the Philippines and around the world,” it said.
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Philippines pushes swift climate fund rollout after ICJ opinion
By: Jel Santos

The Philippines is pushing for urgent action on the international climate loss and
damage fund following the advisory opinion issued by the International Court of Justice
(ICJ) affirming the legal obligations of states to address climate change.

Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) Secretary Raphael
Perpetuo Lotilla said the advisory opinion reinforces the need for global solidarity as the
Fund for responding to Loss and Damage (FrLD) enters a critical phase.

“The Fund was created not just as a financial mechanism, but as a testament of
solidarity with those who share this burden. Together, we must amplify our voices and
actions, ensuring that no nation faces the ravages of climate change alone,” Lotilla said.

The DENR chief made the statement after the country hosted the 6th Board Meeting of
the FrLD in Cebu City.

The fund was established after COP27 to help developing countries cope with the
effects of climate change.

According to the environment department, the Philippines will host the 7th Board
Meeting in Manila this October.

“This upcoming meeting is crucial as it will likely provide significant updates on the
operationalization and resource mobilization of the fund, paving the way for its initial
implementation,” he said.

Lotilla also called on the international community to meet its pledges.

“We call on nations to fulfill their promises of solidarity,” he added.

States have legal duty

Recently, the ICJ issued an advisory opinion affirming that all states have legal
obligations under international law to address climate change.

The opinion was issued following a request by the United Nations General Assembly.

In the advisory, the ICJ stated that countries must take concrete measures to prevent
environmental harm and protect people from the adverse effects of climate change.

It emphasized that climate action is linked to the protection of human rights, including
the rights to life, health, food, and housing.


WPS PDF.lnk

Although the opinion is non-binding, it is expected to influence global climate
negotiations and shape the policies of governments moving forward. The ruling adds

legal weight to calls for greater accountability among nations contributing to climate
change.



MANILA STANDARD

ICJ view on climate change fund hailed
By: Rio N. Araja

Environment Secretary Raphael Lotilla on Monday welcomed an advisory opinion
issued by the International Court of Justice affirming the legal obligations of all States to
address climate change and protect vulnerable ecosystems.

Lotilla underscored the importance of unity in the fight for climate justice

“The Fund was created not just as a financial mechanism, but as a testament of
solidarity with those who share this burden. Together, we must amplify our voices and
actions, ensuring that no nation faces the ravages of climate change alone,” he said.

Fresh from hosting the 6th board meeting of the Fund for responding to Loss and
Damage (FrLD), Lotilla echoed the President Marcos’ statement that “business-as-
usual is not an option when addressing loss and damage.”

“‘Every delay translates to disrupted lives and lost opportunities for thousands of families
who struggle against the backdrop of a warming planet. The cost of inaction is far too
high; the moment for change is now,” the President said.

Marcos earlier said the Loss and Damage Fund is seen as a lifeline for countries facing
the direst consequences of climate change and lacking the resources to recover
adequately.

The Loss and Damage Fund is a climate finance mechanism created during the 27th
Conference of Parties (COP) held in Egypt in 2022.

It is a global initiative aimed at assisting developing countries in addressing the adverse
effects of climate change.

The Fund’s pilot phase called the Barbados Implementation Modalities was focused on
providing initial financial support through grants to developing countries.

This phase will involve developing funding.

Meawnbhile, the Philippines will host the 7th board meeting of the Fund in October in
Manila.

“This upcoming meeting is crucial as it will likely provide significant updates on the
operationalization and resource mobilization of the fund, paving the way for its initial
implementation,” Lotilla said.


https://manilastandard.net/news/314622522/icj-view-on-climate-change-fund-hailed.html

He stressed the need for the international community to lend their support to sustain
the fund.

“We call on nations to fulfil their promises of solidarity,” he said.



PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER

Metro Manila’s flood crisis: a self-inflicted disaster of trash, neglect and

corruption
By: Jake J. Maderazo

We can only blame ourselves for the floods and piles of trash that are currently flooding
Metro Manila and the areas around it. The Metro Manila area sits in a river delta, where
precipitation from the mountains flows toward Manila Bay. This has been true
historically even before the Spanish came.

The amount of trash and waste blocking esteros, canals, and drainage systems was
terrible because it rained all week. The MMDA said that they picked up almost 600 tons
of rubbish between July 18 and 22. 526.8 tons were taken from flood pumping stations,
and 76.92 tons were taken from flooded areas all throughout Metro Manila. DPWH
Secretary Manuel Bonoan claims that pumping stations are broken and drainage
systems can’'t move floodwaters as well because of all the rubbish that people throw
away.

Nababaha.ph creator Dr. Mahar Lagmay talked about another cause: land subsidence,
which is when land sinks slowly because of too much groundwater extraction. Dr.
Lagmay and his team at the UP-Resiliency Institute studied Caloocan, Malabon,
Navotas, Valenzuela (CAMANAVA), Manila, Rosario (Rizal), San Pedro (Laguna), Las
Pifas, and Dasmarifias, Cavite. They found that parts of these areas are sinking at a
rate of about 20 to 42 mm per year because too much groundwater is being taken out.
Because of these events, these places are now flooding heavily and forming natural
catch basins.
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Isabela receives recognition for climate, disaster resilience initiatives
By: Merlito G. Edale Jr.

The provincial government of Isabela, through its Integrated Provincial Health Office,
has received recognition for its commitment to the Climate and Disaster Resilience
Program, an initiative led by Americares Philippines.

The award was presented by Department of Health Secretary Teodoro J. Herbosa
during a ceremony honoring partners dedicated to strengthening climate resilience in
the health sector.

Dr. Nelson O. Paguirigan, provincial health officer Il of IPHO, and Engr. Arnel P.
Noriega, IPHO provincial environmental and occupational health program coordinator,
accepted the award on behalf of the province.

Their leadership was key in advancing sustainable, community-focused health and
disaster preparedness initiatives throughout Isabela.

Paguirigan said the provincial government, under Gov. Rodito Albano and Vice Gov.
Francis Faustino Dy, remains committed to providing quality health services to
Isabelerios.

The local government unit of Mallig, Isabela, also received a plaque of appreciation for
its support in developing the Americares Climate Resilience Toolkit, a resource that
strengthens local capacity to address health impacts of climate change.

These honors highlight Isabela’s dedication to environmental health, climate action, and
disaster risk reduction to protect its communities.
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PH reaffirms commitment to climate justice, backs ICJ ruling
By: Marita Moaje

Ahead of the 7th Fund for responding to Loss and Damage (FrLD) Board Meeting in
Manila this October, the Philippine government has reaffirmed its commitment to climate
justice and international cooperation.

In a news release on Monday, the Department of Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR) also expressed strong support for the recent ruling of the International Court of
Justice (ICJ) affirming the legal obligations of all states, especially high-emitting and
economically powerful countries, to act on climate change.

"The Fund was created not just as a financial mechanism, but as a testament of
solidarity with those who share this burden. Together, we must amplify our voices and
actions, ensuring that no nation faces the ravages of climate change alone,"
Environment Secretary Raphael Lotilla said as he underscored the importance of unity
in the fight for climate justice.

He also cited the need for the international community to lend support to sustain the
fund.

"We call on nations to fulfill their promises of solidarity," he added.

FrLD, established following the 27th Conference of the Parties to the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change or COP27, is a global initiative designed to
support developing countries in mitigating the adverse effects of climate change.

The Fund's pilot phase, known as the Barbados Implementation Modalities (BIM),
focuses on providing initial financial support through grants to developing countries.
This phase will involve developing funding criteria, a call for proposals, and support for
initial projects, with the first funding commitments expected in early 2026.

The Philippines, among the most climate-vulnerable countries, used the FrLD meeting
to underscore the urgent need for accessible and effective climate financing for
developing nations.

Recently, the Philippines also hosted the 6th Board Meeting of the FrLD, where
President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr., in a message read by Lotilla, conveyed the
Philippines’ commitment not only as a host but as a dedicated partner in this global
endeavor for climate justice.

In his message, Marcos said the climate crisis has imposed significant human and
economic costs on vulnerable nations like the Philippines.
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"Year after year, we endure the harshest blows of the climate crisis. From destructive
typhoons to rising sea levels threatening coastal communities, the nation’s struggles
mirror those of other vulnerable nations,” the President said.

"Business-as-usual is not an option when addressing loss and damage. Every delay
translates to disrupted lives and lost opportunities for thousands of families who struggle
against the backdrop of a warming planet. The cost of inaction is far too high; the
moment for change is now,” he added.

The President said the FrLD is seen as a lifeline for vulnerable countries that lack
resources to recover adequately.

He cited the immense responsibility of the Philippines before the Board, which also
offers an opportunity to shape a fund that delivers real change.

“With the stakes higher than ever, the Philippines will seek discussions that are urgent
and impactful, shaping a fund that is swift, accessible, and human-centered, tailored to
the needs of the most affected communities,” President Marcos said.

For the 7th FrLD Board Meeting in October, critical updates on operational guidelines
and resource mobilization are expected to be discussed.
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CCC IN THE NEWS:
DAILY TRIBUNE
Storms, science and survival: Strengthening communities through climate

knowledge
By: Secretary Robert EA Borje

Torrential rains once again submerged many parts of the country, damaging homes and
properties, displacing families, and reminding us of our vulnerability in this era of climate
crisis.

Tropical storm “Crising” left communities across Luzon and Visayas underwater. The toll
is severe with 12 confirmed deaths from drowning and structural collapse, over 1.9
million Filipinos displaced, and in Cagayan Province alone, P36.6 million in agricultural
losses.

Yet as Crising’s survivors struggle to rebuild, two more tropical storms — “Dante” and
‘Emong” — brought heavier southwest monsoon rains. In Zambales and Bataan, red
rainfall warnings were issued. In Bulacan and Rizal, residents navigated chest-deep
floods in boats. Magat Dam released water through its spillway to manage rising levels.

This is no ordinary monsoon season. Distant storms intensify habagat rains, dumping a
month’s downpour in mere hours. “Crising,” despite never reaching typhoon status, still
brought more than 200mm of rain.

When “Crising” developed into a tropical depression last 16 July inside the Philippine
Area of Responsibility, our Climate Change Commission team was in Antique for
climate resilience discussions with the local government officials. The lessons of our
meeting would be tested by nature’s fury so soon. What started as technical sessions
on strengthening local resilience was immediately brought to life by real-time impacts.
But the timing underscored the importance of data-driven governance as one of our
most potent weapons against climate threats.

During our visit, we emphasized that data and science should not be considered
makahadlok (intimidating). Instead, they must empower LGUs (local government units)
as duty-bearers of resilience. This has been the basis of our collaboration with the
Antique LGUs to update their Local Climate Change Action Plans (LCCAPs).

Why does this matter?
Data helps pinpoint high-risk zones such as flood-prone barangays, areas vulnerable to
landslides, and communities at risk from storm surges. It turns uncertain risks into

analytics. When hazard maps and climate projections are presented to mayors and
councils, they transform abstract threats into clear, actionable policy.
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Through the CCC’s ACT Local Program, we help LGUs conduct Climate and Disaster
Risk Assessments (CDRA), embedding science into evacuation routes, land use, and
early-warning systems. These enhanced LCCAPs can unlock funding from mechanisms
like the People’s Survival Fund.

Aligning these enhanced LCCAPs with the National Adaptation Plan ensures projects
deliver measurable impact. With data, resilience is no longer an abstract ideal. It
becomes integrated in budget allocations, infrastructure standards, and protected
zones.

This is why our partnerships with local governments are crucial. Climate resilience does
not mean surrendering to the forces of nature. It means using every scientific and policy
tool available to anticipate, adapt and act before the next disaster arrives.

As we roll out our ACT Local Program, the CCC reaffirms its pledge to bridge science
and governance, in collaboration with institutions such as the UP Resilience Institute.
Mayors who see flood projections overlaid on school locations or farmers who receive
weather information specific to their watershed are better equipped to act. At critical
times like these, data is no longer intimidating. It becomes a practical tool for survival.

Climate change is historic, systemic and global. It did not begin with us, but it now
demands action from all of us. Under the leadership of President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.,
our approach is rooted in science-based and data-driven solutions. We are entering a
new, more complex and complicated era, where nature is fiercer and science is, more
than ever, the needed objective and instrument of policy for transformative change.
Business as usual will not cut it, as science and data have proven. And we will need a
systemic and integrated approach in every step of governance from planning and
systems design to implementation, maintenance and innovation. A new culture of
science and discipline where every decision and action is grounded on science and
data.

Our experiences with Crising, Dante, and Emong remind us that climate impacts are
irreversible. Lives cannot be brought back. Farmlands may remain unproductive. Entire
livelihoods can be lost. But with data-driven LCCAPs as our blueprint, and the political
will to carry them out, we can shield what remains.

Every evidenced-based policy, every risk-informed budget proves that in the battle

against climate change, data is not just a set of numbers. It is our moral compass to
protect what is most valuable and what cannot be replaced.
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DAILY GUARDIAN

PSF approves P99-M climate projects in LuzViMin

The People’s Survival Fund (PSF) Board has approved five new climate adaptation
initiatives worth PHP 99,675,400, aiming to enhance the resilience of local communities
across Luzon, Visayas, and Mindanao.

The decision, finalized during the PSF Board’s 23rd meeting on July 18, 2025, brings
the total number of PSF-backed local climate adaptation projects and development
grants to 21, with an aggregate funding of approximately PHP 1.421 billion.

“I thank our hardworking PSF Board and the participating LGUs for working together to
turn these projects into a reality,” Finance Secretary Ralph G. Recto said. “These
climate adaptation projects are part of our whole-of-government effort to protect the
most vulnerable communities from the effects of climate-related disasters.”

Two full project proposals from Pandan, Catanduanes and Tagum, Davao del Norte
were approved, along with three project development grants for Basay, Negros Oriental;
Claver, Surigao del Norte; and Rizal, Kalinga.

The largest approved project, amounting to PHP 86,162,400, will be implemented in
Pandan, Catanduanes to mitigate storm surge and drought impacts through
reforestation and climate-resilient agriculture.

Dubbed the Mangrove EcoShield Project, its first component includes reforesting 10
hectares of mangrove forests in six barangays and establishing a mangrove nursery in
Brgy. Balagfionan.

The project aims to support 519 individuals from 10 fisherfolk groups and five multi-
sectoral associations through livelihood and conservation efforts.

Its second component, Climate-Smart Infrastructure Support for Agriculture (CSISA),
targets 774 members of 15 farmer groups and five associations by enhancing
agricultural resilience.

Key interventions include the installation of solar-powered irrigation systems, gravity-fed
water supplies, climate-adaptive greenhouses, and a local learning hub for sustainable
farming practices.

In Tagum, Davao del Norte, a PHP 7,513,000 initiative will combat flooding through
mangrove restoration and the installation of an early warning system (EWS).

The project will restore 55 hectares of degraded mangrove ecosystems in five
barangays severely affected by prolonged rainfall and wave action.
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Approximately 1,867 fisherfolk are expected to benefit from restored habitats and
enhanced livelihoods.

To boost disaster preparedness, EWS will be installed in flood-prone barangays —
Apokon, Canocotan, Madaum, and San Miguel — providing critical alerts to over 36,000
households.

Three PHP 2-million project development grants were also awarded to support the
formulation of full proposals.

In Basay, Negros Oriental, the grant will facilitate a proposal focused on rehabilitating
and managing the Basay River and Watershed to prevent floods and rain-induced
landslides.

Claver, Surigao del Norte will develop a nature-based solution to address coastal
flooding and storm surges resulting from rising sea levels.

Meanwhile, Rizal, Kalinga’s grant will support the planning of drought-resilient irrigation
networks to safeguard agricultural productivity.

The PSF is a pioneering national financing model for climate adaptation, enabling local
government units (LGUs) to build resilience through tailor-fit, community-driven
solutions.

The PSF Board meeting was chaired by the Department of Finance, with participation
from key agencies including the Climate Change Commission (CCC), Department of
Economy, Planning, and Development (DEPDev), Department of Budget and
Management (DBM), and Department of the Interior and Local Government (DILG).

Civil society and academic partners such as the National Resilience Council, University

of the Philippines Los Bafios, and private sector representatives from the Gokongwei
Group also joined the deliberations.
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GMA NEWS

People’s Survival Fund Board OKs P99 million for climate vulnerability projects
By: Jon Viktor Cabuenas

The People’s Survival Fund (PSF) Board, led by members of the government’s
economic team, has approved P99.675-million worth of grant resources for five new
projects across the country seen to help local governments address climate
vulnerability.

In its meeting on July 18, the PSF Board approved two full projects, and three project
development grants. The PSF was created to supplement the annual appropriations
allocated by government agencies and local government units for climate-change
related programs and projects.

The biggest funding will be P86.162 million for reforestation and climate smart
infrastructure initiatives in Pandan, Catanduanes, seen to address the municipality’s
vulnerability to storm surges and drought.

These include a Mangrove EcoShield component that will reforest 10 hectares of forest
in six barangay beneficiaries, along with a mangrove nursery that will be established in
Barangay Balagfionan to support the livelihood of around 519 individuals from 10
fisherfolk associations and five multi-sectoral associations.

Another project is the Climate-Smart Infrastructure Support for Agriculture (CSISA),
which seeks to reduce reliance on external vegetable sources, and provide support to
around 774 members of 15 farmers associations, and five multi-sectoral associations hit
by drought.

Another fully-funded project will be a P7.513-million reforestation project in Tagum,
Davao del Norte, which includes the restoration of 55 hectares or 57% of open and
degraded mangrove ecosystems in barangays Busaon, Liboganon, Madaum, San
Isidro, and Bingcungan.

Calamity early warning systems (EWS) will also be installed in the flood-prone
barangays of Apokon, Canocotan, Madaum, and San Miguel, with around 36,084
households.

Project development grants worth P2 million each were likewise approved to help
project proponents develop comprehensive proposals, including one for Basay, Negros
Oriental that will support the proposal development of a rehabilitation and conservation
project involving the Basay River and Watershed.

Also approved were those for Claver, Surigao del Norte involving an approach to
address rising water levels and storm surges through nature-based solutions, and for
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Rizal, Kalinga involving the construction of irrigation networks to help address the
impact of drought on agricultural productivity.

The PSF Board is chaired by the Department of Finance Secretary, and counts as
members the vice chairperson of the Climate Change Commission, the Budget
Secretary, the Department of Economy, Planning, and Development Director-General,
the Interior Secretary, the chairperson of the Philippine Commission on Women, and
representatives from the academe, the business sector, and non-government
organizations (NGOs).

According to the Department of Finance (DOF), the PSF Board has approved P1.421-
billion worth of resources for a total of 21 local climate adaptation projects and project
developments to date.
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PANAY NEWS

Nature’s Shield: Harnessing nature-based solutions for disaster resilience in
lloilo
By: Victor Prodigo

Mangroves serve as Earth’s natural defense against climate change by absorbing and
storing carbon dioxide. Protecting and restoring them is one way to curb climate
change.

ILOILO CITY and Province are facing increasing threats from climate change and
natural hazards. We've already seen intensifying typhoons, widespread flooding,
landslides, coastal erosion, severe heat, and rising sea levels, all of which jeopardize
lives, livelihoods, businesses, and vital infrastructures.

As we anticipate more extreme natural disasters, it's clear that while traditional “grey
infrastructure” like concrete dikes has its place, a more sustainable and cost-effective
path forward lies in Nature-Based Solutions (NBS). These solutions directly enhance
disaster resilience by combining natural ecosystems, such as restored mangroves and
coral reefs, with engineered structures like breakwaters to effectively break strong sea
waves.

Nature-based solutions involves protecting, managing, and restoring natural
ecosystems to address societal challenges.

Nature-based solutions must be promoted in local governance particularly in agriculture,
environment and disaster risk management offices.

For lloilo City and the province, integrating NBS into disaster risk reduction and
management (DRRM) offers a powerful way to boost resilience. These solutions provide
multiple benefits. They are often cheaper to implement and maintain, enhance
biodiversity, improve water quality, sequester carbon, create green spaces, support
livelihoods, strengthen community resilience, and are adaptable to changing conditions.
lloilo’s abundant coastlines, river systems, and agricultural lands offer perfect
opportunities for these approaches.

There are key nature-based solutions for lloilo’s natural hazards that local governments
have started to leverage impact of climate change. Mangrove restoration and protection
is a vital natural defense against coastal flooding and storm surges. These resilient
ecosystems along lloilo’'s coastlines of Carles, Leganes, Dumangas, Concepcion,
Banate, San Dionisio, and even parts of Jaro, Molo and La Paz in lloilo City, naturally
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dissipate wave energy and stabilize shorelines. Expanding these green barriers,
especially near the lloilo River estuary, directly protects vulnerable coastal communities.

Restoring wetland and riparian zones helps manage inland flooding and improves water
quality. Wetlands and floodplains act like sponges, absorbing excess rainwater from
major rivers such as the lloilo River, Batiano River, Tigum River, and Jalaur River.
Replanting native vegetation along riverbanks, especially in lloilo City’s rivers and
creeks, stabilizes soil, prevents erosion, and filters pollutants, leading to less localized
flooding and healthier waterways.

Rainwater harvesting and green infrastructures are crucial for mitigating urban flooding
in lloilo City. Solutions like green roofs, permeable pavements, and rain gardens
capture and manage storm water directly where it falls. Promoting these features in new
developments like Sunset Boulevard and public spaces in several municipalities,
alongside existing green areas like the lloilo Esplanade, significantly reduces runoff,
eases pressure on drainage systems, and makes the city and municipalities more
resilient to flash floods.

Upland forest restoration and agroforestry are essential for preventing landslides,
controlling soil erosion, regulating water flow and improving sustainable land
management for food sufficiency.

In mountainous areas like Maasin, Lambunao, Calinog, Janiuay, and municipalities of
Southern and Northern lloilo, where harmful farming practices increase risks, large-
scale reforestation and sustainable agroforestry stabilize slopes. The strong root
systems reduce rapid runoff, preventing downstream flash floods, ensuring consistent
water supply, and acting as a carbon sink. These efforts protect upland communities
directly and safeguard lowland areas, including lloilo City, from riverine flooding.

Implementing nature-based solutions demands a collaborative effort involving local
government units, communities and multi-stakeholders. National agencies like the
Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) including Department of
Agriculture (DA) and Climate Change Commission (CCC) must lead in policy
formulation, strategic planning, and project implementation, particularly Project
TRANSFORM, to integrate nature-based solutions into disaster risk reduction and
climate change adaptation efforts in lloilo Province. International organizations and
foreign donors, provide crucial financial aid, technical expertise, and capacity-building
support, enabling the scaling up of Nature-based Solutions and fostering knowledge
exchange, especially in vulnerable areas. Their collaboration helps lloilo mitigate natural
disasters through initiatives like mangrove planting, wetland restoration, and urban
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greening, building community resilience and protecting vital ecosystems from watershed
to coastal and marine areas.

By investing in and protecting lloilo’s natural assets, both the province and lloilo City
can build a stronger, more resilient future, ensuring the well-being of its people and the
sustainability of its environment. The time to act is now. Let's move forward in making
lloilo resilient by letting nature be its most formidable shield against disasters.
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Antique LGUs urged to accelerate climate change actions
By: Pilar Mabaquiao

The province of Antique recently launched the 2025 Accelerated Climate Transition
(ACT) Local Program in partnership with the Climate Change Commission (CCC) and
the Office of Senator Loren Legarda.

The two-day event held at the University of Antique in Sibalom, Antique hopes to serve
as a platform to develop, update, and enhance LGUs’ Local Climate Change Action
Plans (LCCAPs) through onsite training writeshops.

During the program, Climate Change Commissioner Albert Dela

Cruz Sr. explained that while climate change is a natural phenomenon on a living
planet, what is most concerning is the abnormality and increasing severity of its effects,
prompting the need for urgent adaptation.

Dela Cruz urged local officials and stakeholders to embrace adaptation, transition
through the use of technology, and take action not just to survive, but to thrive in the
face of the climate crisis.

Senator Loren Legarda, keynote speaker and long-time advocate for the environment,
emphasized the urgency of addressing climate change impacts.

She called on LGUs to engage with vulnerable communities and develop inclusive,
community-driven projects to mitigate climate risks.

Legarda stressed that while the national government can provide resources, effective
solutions are rooted in local experiences and community needs.

The program also gained the support of the Provincial Government of Antique through
the representation of Provincial Administrator lawyer Robin Rubinos and the municipal
mayors of each town in Antique, who were present.

University of Antique President Pablo Crespo Jr. highlighted the importance of
partnerships with LGUs and the private sector to scale up local climate action.

“The University offers its role as an agent of transformation, helping ensure that climate
resilience is shared by all,” Crespo said.

Meanwhile, CCC reported that as of March 2025, 90.61 percent of LGUs (or 1,558 out
of 1,715) have already submitted their LCCAPs.
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The CCC aims to increase this compliance rate by year-end, starting with building the
capacities of 16 LGUs in Antique under this special rollout.

CCC Vice Chairperson and Executive Director Robert EA Borje emphasized that the
ACT Local Programme reflects the CCC conviction that climate action must be local,
grounded in science, and driven by empowered communities, thus, CCC is committed
to ensuring that no LGU is left behind in the journey toward resilience and sustainability.
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