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BRICS demands wealthy nations to fund global climate transition

Leaders of the BRICS group of developing nations prepared to address the shared
challenges of climate change on Monday, the final day of their summit in Rio de Janeiro,
demanding that wealthy nations fund global mitigation of greenhouse emissions.

MANILA STANDARD

Nature-based solutions mitigate climate change
By: Perla Lena

Participants in a dialog here recommended nature-based solutions (NbS) that can be
adopted by local government units and national government agencies in responding to
the threats of climate change.

PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY

Experts warn of deadly summer as scorching heat grips globe

As millions across Europe endure a blistering heat wave, with record temperatures
triggering emergency alerts from Spain to the UK, experts are sounding the alarm over
what they describe as a silent and increasingly deadly global crisis.
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UK to help lloilo City on climate change, mental health
By: Perla Lena

The United Kingdom (UK) government has committed to helping lloilo City on climate
change and mental health, Mayor Raisa Trefias announced on Monday.

THE MANILA TIMES

[Opinion] Era of the ‘new normal’ in extreme weather has arrived

Most of Europe is in the grip of a punishing heat wave that has caused roads to buckle
and governments to issue warnings against the risk of wildfires.

THE PHILIPPINE STAR

PAGASA: Cloudy to rainy weather due to southwest monsoon
By: Ghio Ong and Pia Lee-Brago

Most parts of the country will continue experiencing cloudy to rainy weather today
because of the southwest monsoon, according to the Philippine Atmospheric,
Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration (PAGASA).

CCC IN THE NEWS:
DAILY TRIBUNE

Unseen storms: Rethinking disaster resilience in the age of climate change

For the past decades, our traditional disaster response systems have been designed to
brace for and address sudden-onset events — tropical cyclones tracked by names,
dates, and wind speeds; earthquakes measured by magnitude and reach; and floods
recorded by the number of affected families and damaged facilities. These are the
disasters that strike quickly and visibly, drawing immediate action and public attention.
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BUSINESS WORLD

BRICS demands wealthy nations to fund global climate transition

Leaders of the BRICS group of developing nations prepared to address the shared
challenges of climate change on Monday, the final day of their summit in Rio de Janeiro,
demanding that wealthy nations fund global mitigation of greenhouse emissions.

Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva has touted the importance of the Global
South in tackling global warming as he prepares to host the United Nations climate
summit in November.

Still, a joint statement from BRICS leaders released on Sunday argued that fossil fuels
will continue to play an important role in the global energy mix, particularly in developing
economies.

“We live in a moment of many contradictions in the whole world. The important thing is
that we are willing to overcome these contradictions,” Brazil's Environment Minister
Marina Silva said on the sidelines of the summit, when asked about the plans to extract
oil off the coast of the Amazon rainforest.

In their joint statement, BRICS leaders underscored that providing climate finance “is a
responsibility of developed countries towards developing countries,” which is the
standard position for emerging economies in global negotiations.

Their declaration also mentioned the group’s support for a fund that Brazil proposed to
protect endangered forests — the Tropical Forests Forever Facility — as a way for
emerging economies to fund climate change mitigation beyond the mandatory
requirements imposed on wealthy nations by the 2015 Paris Agreement.

China and the United Arab Emirates signaled in meetings with Brazilian Finance
Minister Fernando Haddad in Rio that they plan to invest in the fund, two sources with
knowledge of the discussions told Reuters last week.

The joint statement from BRICS leaders also blasted policies such as carbon border
taxes and anti-deforestation laws, which Europe has recently adopted, for imposing
what they called “discriminatory protectionist measures” under the pretext of
environmental concerns.

DEFENDING MULTILATERAL DIPLOMACY

The opening of the BRICS summit on Sunday presented the bloc as a bastion of
multilateral diplomacy in a fractured world and underscored the influence of 11 member
nations that represent 40% of global output.

Leaders also indirectly criticized US military and trade policy, while pushing for the
reform of multilateral institutions now largely run by Americans and Europeans.


https://www.bworldonline.com/world/2025/07/07/683651/brics-demands-wealthy-nations-to-fund-global-climate-transition/

In his opening remarks at the meeting on Sunday, Brazil's Lula drew a parallel with the
Cold War’'s Non-Aligned Movement, a group of developing nations that resisted joining
either side of a polarized global order.

‘BRICS is the heir to the Non-Aligned Movement,” Lula told leaders. “With
multilateralism under attack, our autonomy is in check once again.”

The Rio summit, the first to include Indonesia as a member, has showcased the rapid
expansion of BRICS but raised questions about shared goals within its diverse group.

In a joint statement published on Sunday, the BRICS condemned military attacks on
Iran and Gaza, but stopped short of a unified position on which countries should have
seats on a reformed United Nations Security Council. Only China and Russia supported
adding Brazil and India to the council.

Leaders including Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and South African President
Cyril Ramaphosa gathered in Rio to discuss economic and geopolitical tensions. But the
meeting’s political weight was diminished by Chinese President Xi Jinping’s decision to
send Premier Li Qiang in his place.



MANILA STANDARD

Nature-based solutions mitigate climate change
By: Perla Lena

Participants in a dialog here recommended nature-based solutions (NbS) that can be
adopted by local government units and national government agencies in responding to
the threats of climate change.

Among the proposed interventions were tree and mangrove planting along rivers and
coastal areas, and the installation of waste traps to prevent solid waste from clogging
waterways and drainage systems.

Neil Ravena, chief of the General Services Office of the city government here, said
Project TRANSFORM (Transdisciplinary Approach for Resilience and Sustainability
through Multi-stakeholder Engagement) is a project of the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR) being implemented here.

Participants in the dialog that ended last week included members of the academe,
environmentalists, civil society organizations, people’s organizations, private sector and
vulnerable sectors.

Flooding was identified as the top hazard. There others are drought, water scarcity and
fire.

“‘We will combine green, gray and blue projects for the identified problems,” Ravena
said in an interview.

“Mainly, this is to address the climate change threat, so we need to collaborate with
them and identify all the risks and hazards brought about by climate change.”

Outgoing Mayor Jerry Trefas, in his message during the opening of the activity, said the
city government is fully supportive of Project TRANSFORM and will continue to look for
ways to make lloilo greener.

The DENR is finalizing a framework that incorporates sustainable solutions in state
policies to fight climate change, protect the environment and preserve natural
resources. With PNA

The DENR said earlier it would complete its draft nature-based solutions(NbS)
framework for the country this year and replace the current general Ecosystem-based
Adaptation (EbA) principle in place.

“The DENR has undertaken initiatives to institutionalize NbS. We are developing a
mother policy to strengthen NDbS integration within the department,” said DENR
Undersecretary Analiza Rebuelta-Teh.


https://manilastandard.net/wellness-environment/314612840/nature-based-solutions-mitigate-climate-change.html

“With support from UNDP, we are finalizing the Forest Carbon Policy Roadmap and
conducting NbS stocktaking studies to map the current landscape of NbS
implementation across the environment and natural resources sector, non-profit, and
the private sector,” she added.

The DENR official made the commitment in a recent forum with the United Nations
Development Program (UNDP) and the Canadian government that tackled NbS and the
crucial role of ecosystems in achieving mitigation and resilience from climate change
and biodiversity loss in the Philippines.
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Experts warn of deadly summer as scorching heat grips globe

As millions across Europe endure a blistering heat wave, with record temperatures
triggering emergency alerts from Spain to the UK, experts are sounding the alarm over
what they describe as a silent and increasingly deadly global crisis.

In recent days, temperatures in parts of southern Europe exceeded 46°C (114.8°F). In
Spain’s Catalonia region, two people died and 20,000 others were placed under
lockdown due to a blazing wildfire that spread at 28 kilometers (17 miles) per hour, one
of the fastest ever recorded in Europe. Spain and England also recorded their hottest
Junes on record.

The crisis is not limited to Europe. Last week, large swaths of the US were scorched by
extreme heat, prompting the Trump administration to declare a power emergency in
southeastern states to prevent blackouts as energy demands soared.

Japan also saw its hottest June since record-keeping began in 1898, according to the
Japan Meteorological Agency.

“‘Heat waves are silent killers,” Garyfallos Konstantinoudis, a lecturer at Imperial College
London’s Grantham Institute for Climate Change and the Environment, told Anadolu.

An estimated 570 people died due to heat exposure in England and Wales between
June 19-22, he said, citing preliminary data as official nhumbers are expected to be
released next week. In Spain, initial estimates from the Carlos Ill Health Institute
suggest that 380 excess deaths were linked to extreme heat.

Unlike floods or storms, the impact of heat waves can be invisible, and mortality cases
can often go underreported, Konstantinoudis warned.

“People who die during extreme heat usually have pre-existing health conditions, and
heat is rarely recorded as a contributing cause of death,” he said. “This makes the true
toll of heat waves both underestimated by the public and difficult to measure directly.”

Why is Europe experiencing extreme heat?

Peter Dynes, managing director at Mirrors for Earth’s Energy Rebalancing (MEER),
sees the scale of current heat extremes as deeply concerning.

“‘Europe is warming at more than twice the global average. This is partly due to its
proximity to the Arctic, which is losing sea ice at an alarming rate. With less ice to reflect
solar radiation back into space, more heat is absorbed by land and ocean, accelerating
regional warming,” he said.


https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1253633

Europe’s land-dominated geography and shrinking rivers and lakes, especially due to
ongoing droughts, also leave less water to help moderate temperatures. Since land
heats faster than water, this intensifies summer heat spikes, he added.

Counterintuitively, there may also be climate feedback linked to improvements in air
quality. Reductions in industrial aerosol pollution from transport and industry, as part of
decarbonization efforts, mean the atmosphere is cleaner, which allows more solar
radiation — more sunshine and heat — to reach the surface, he explained.

Who is most vulnerable?

Josh Foster, a lecturer in human environmental physiology at King’s College London,
said heat stress can be lethal regardless of age or health.

Last month in Spain, extreme heat was linked to the death of a 2-year-old who was left
in a car and a 51-year-old street cleaner in Barcelona.

However, with around 5,000 excess deaths in those aged over 70 being reported during
a two-week heat wave in the UK in 2022, he said that older people face a substantially
higher risk.

“Once individuals go beyond the age of 65, we start to see elevations in their risk of
heat-related mortality,” he said, adding that risks are strongly associated with overall
health.

Risk factors include chronic diseases like cardiovascular disease, renal diseases, or
even low levels of social contact, he said.

But older individuals are not the only vulnerable group.

“Heat stress has been known to increase the risk of adverse or poor birth outcomes in
pregnant women,” he said. “Strong heat exposure, frequent heat exposure, increases
the risk of things like congenital heart disease, stillbirths, low birth weights and abnormal
physiology in the fetus.”

According to hospitalization and mortality data, heat stress is often fatal due to
cardiovascular complications but can also lead to kidney failure and sepsis, Foster
added.

Regarding precautions, he said staying out of the sun and blocking solar radiation can
be very helpful.

“Electric fans are effective, but once the air temperature starts to exceed 35 °C (95F),
they become completely ineffective, and they don’t cool the body anymore. If the air
temperature is over 40°C (104°F), they can actually be harmful,” he explained.



Spraying the skin with water to mimic the effects of sweating can also provide a very
powerful cooling effect, he said, while staying well-hydrated is also one of the best ways
to prevent heat stress.

How many deaths can Europe expect this summer?

With this early surge of heat-related hospitalizations being reported, experts warn this
summer may rival 2022, when 61,672 people died of heat-related illnesses between
May 30 and Sept. 1, according to a study published in the journal Nature Medicine.

Another study by the Barcelona Institute for Global Health found that 56 percent of
those deaths were directly linked to human-induced climate change.

“We're likely to see continued increases in heat-related illness and mortality, possibly
surpassing 2022 levels,” Dynes said, stressing that many lives depend on adaptation
measures such as access to cooling, early warnings, and urban planning.

Konstantinoudis noted that atmospheric dynamics behind the current heat wave are
strikingly similar to those in 2022.

“If current trends hold, we can expect persistently high temperatures, especially in
southern and eastern Europe, along with potential for heat waves further north,” Dynes
said. “Wildfires, flash droughts, and nighttime heat stress are increasingly part of the
pattern.”

A symptom of a worsening climate crisis

Foster said recent mortality and hospitalization data offer clear signs of a worsening
climate emergency.

“l think that is an existential risk that humans are facing. We climate scientists have
been warning about this for decades, and we’re living in a time now where these risks
again are not projections, they’re very real,” said Foster.

If global temperatures rise by 2°C (3.6°F) above pre-industrial levels, Foster estimated
that around 3 percent of the planet will become uninhabitable for young, healthy
individuals, and up to 30 percet for older or vulnerable populations.

Vikki Thompson, a climate scientist at the Royal Netherlands Meteorological Institute,
stressed that such extreme heat, once rare, is quickly becoming the norm due to rising
greenhouse gas emissions.

“Globally, heat waves are becoming hotter, more frequent, and longer-lasting due to
human-driven climate change,” she said.



Western Europe has been hardest hit, she added, explaining that it has seen extreme
heat waves increase in intensity “faster than anywhere else.”

“‘Unfortunately, this is unlikely to be the new normal, but simply a taste of what is to

come. Without rapid reduction in greenhouse gas emissions, heat waves will continue to
get hotter and more frequent,” she said.
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UK to help lloilo City on climate change, mental health
By: Perla Lena

The United Kingdom (UK) government has committed to helping lloilo City on climate
change and mental health, Mayor Raisa Trefias announced on Monday.

In an interview, Trefias said she welcomed Economic and Climate Counselor Lloyd
Cameron of the British Embassy-Manila during a courtesy visit on July 4, where she
shared her priorities on health, education, and social services.

She said the city government has already had a program on mental health since 2022,
but this year, it will be implemented with the help of the Ateneo School of Medicine and
the UK government.

“This will go on for two years,” she said, adding that the program includes a
documentation of health centers and other systems related to mental health.

Last week, Cameron also visited the office of lloilo Governor Arthur Defensor Jr., where
a memorandum of understanding was signed for the delivery of high-impact adaptation
projects toward addressing the effects of climate change, and for strengthening the
resilience of the rice sector in the province.
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THE MANILA TIMES

[Opinion] Era of the ‘new normal’ in extreme weather has arrived

Most of Europe is in the grip of a punishing heat wave that has caused roads to buckle
and governments to issue warnings against the risk of wildfires.

Some regions in Italy plan to ban some outdoor work activities during the hottest hours
of the day, while in Germany, train services were disrupted.

In France, the heat wave forced the cancellation of classes and the closure of the Eiffel
Tower to tourists.

In parts of the southwest Mediterranean coast, the first large forest fire of the season
swept through 400 hectares of woodland.

The searing temperatures are not rare events; they have been occurring with alarming
regularity.

They are the “new normal” climate scientists have been warning us about.

In 2021, a heat wave scorched the United States’ Pacific Northwest and western
Canada. Hundreds of people were killed, reservoirs dried up and wildfires raged as
temperatures hit triple-digit levels.

A team of experts said that heat waves are a once-in-a-millennium event. And they are
convinced that global warming increased its likelihood by at least 150 times.

Last December, the World Weather Attribution (WWA), a global network of scientists,
concluded in a study that climate change had added 41 days of dangerously hot days in
2024 for the average person.

“The planet is getting hotter and more dangerous — no country is immune,” United
Nations Secretary-General Anténio Guterres said recently on X.

While Europe sizzles, the Philippines is at the onset of what is predicted to be another
season of severe storms and widespread flooding.

The unusually high temperatures “supercharged” the five typhoons and a tropical storm
that struck the country in October and November last year, the WWA said.

Climate experts have also observed what they described as “global weirding,” when
areas that were ‘“historically wet are becoming dry, and vice versa.” Places that
frequently experience droughts have become flood-prone. And those with typically high,
flood-inducing rainfall are facing prolonged dry episodes.
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WaterAid, an international nonprofit organization, estimates that 90 percent of all
climate disasters are caused by either too much or too little water.

Cities experiencing global weirding are home to 250 million people, WaterAid said.

It added that all European cities have become drier, with London, Paris and Berlin all
facing the risk of more frequent and severe droughts.

Global weirding was believed to be responsible for the unseasonal rainfall and floods in
parts of the Visayas and Mindanao during the summer of 2024, when the heat indices in
Metro Manila and most of Luzon went off the charts.

Erratic climate patterns seriously affect urban planning, public health and economic
stability. The danger is that the shift from one extreme climate to the other doesn'’t give
governments enough time to recalibrate their response.

We have entered the era of aberrant and extreme weather, and are already feeling its
impact. Yet our response is half-hearted at best.

The irony is that many of the solutions are doable. Cities can enact laws requiring
buildings and infrastructure to be flood-resistant. Advanced forecasting technology can
help governments better predict and prepare for extreme weather events. Water
management and wastewater recycling allows communities to cope with drought and
floods.

The root cause of climate change is greenhouse gas emissions. It also poses the
biggest challenge.

One climate scientist has declared the global goal to keep warming at 2 degrees
Celsius “is now dead” because the volume of greenhouse gases released into the
atmosphere by burning fossil fuels has actually risen.

Another climatologist warned that if fossil fuels are not phased out, “climate change, and
not just the warming, will get much more costly. Weather and climate disasters of the
type we're already seeing more of will continue to get a lot worse.” During climate
conferences, many countries, among them the world’s biggest emitters of greenhouse
gases, announce grandiosely setting high goals for reducing greenhouse emissions. All
too often, they miss their targets.
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Mere pledges of accomplishing objectives are not enough to cannot stop or reverse the
new normal. There must be accountability.
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THE PHILIPPINE STAR

PAGASA: Cloudy to rainy weather due to southwest monsoon
By: Ghio Ong and Pia Lee-Brago

Most parts of the country will continue experiencing cloudy to rainy weather today
because of the southwest monsoon, according to the Philippine Atmospheric,
Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration (PAGASA).

The weather system will bring occasional rains in the llocos Region, estimated to be
between 50 to 100 millimeters per hour that could cause “possible flashfloods or
landslides due to moderate to at times heavy rains,” the state weather agency said in its
24-hour public weather forecast yesterday.

The same weather system will prevail over the regions of Metro Manila, Cagayan
Valley, Cordillera, Central Luzon, Calabarzon, Mimaropa, Western Visayas, Negros
Island, the Zamboanga Peninsula and Bangsamoro, wherein they will experience
cloudy skies with scattered rains and thunderstorms.

The southwest monsoon will also bring “partly cloudy to cloudy skies with isolated
rainshowers or thunderstorms” over the rest of the country.

Moderate to strong winds and coastal waters will prevail over the northern and western

areas of Luzon, while the rest of the country will experience light to moderate winds and
coastal waters.

PAGASA reported Severe Tropical Storm Danas was located outside the Philippine
area of responsibility (PAR) at 705 kilometers north of Itbayat in Batanes, also north of
Taiwan.

It carried maximum sustained winds of 95 kilometers per hour and gustiness of up to
115 kph, and was moving farther north northeast at 20 kph.

Danas will no longer affect weather conditions in the country, according to PAGASA
weather specialist Veronica Torres.

On the other hand, Torres reported the agency are monitoring a cluster of clouds
outside PAR, east of the country.

Also, in its tropical cyclone threat potential forecast, PAGASA said two tropical cyclone-
like vortices both have “low” chances of forming both outside and inside PAR at two-
week intervals, or from yesterday to July 13 and from July 14 to 20.

The agency sees no threat of tropical cyclone potential during this time, it noted.

27,000 families
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Typhoon Danas and the southwest monsoon, the National Disaster Risk Reduction and
Management Council said yesterday.

The NDRRMC said 27,401 families or 82,548 persons were affected by the two weather
disturbances.

Most of the affected were in Central Luzon (26,711 families), followed by the llocos
Region (617 families) and Cordillera Administrative Region (73 families).

The Office of Civil Defense said 38 areas in Luzon were flooded due to heavy rains
brought by Danas and the southwest monsoon.

OCD officer-in-charge Assistant Secretary Bernardo Rafaelito Alejandro IV said that no
casualties or missing persons were reported.

Malabon flooded

At least 11 roads in Malabon were flooded yesterday due to continuous rains, prompting
the suspension of face-to-face classes in all levels.

At around 4 a.m., the local government reported varying flood levels in several
barangays.

In Barangay Hulong Duhat, floodwaters reached four inches along Naval Women’s Club
and two inches along Basilio Women’s Club.

In Brgy. Ibaba, flood depth along C. Arellano Street reached seven inches. Brgy. San
Agustin flooding was recorded at two inches along Rizal Avenue and Gen. Luna
Avenue, three inches along Sacristia Street and two inches at the F. Sevilla Exit. In
Brgy. Panghulo, Panghulo Road was submerged in four inches of floodwater.

Several roads were not passable to light vehicles due to deeper flooding. In Brgy.
Acacia, the area along Gov. Pascual and Maria Clara had a depth of 10 inches.

In Brgy. Catmon, the intersection of Gov. Pascual and Sitio 6 also saw floodwaters rise
to 10 inches.

In Brgy. San Agustin, flood levels reached 10 inches at both F. Sevilla corner Strella
and C. Arellano.

By noon, updated reports showed flood levels had subsided, and all previously affected
roads had become passable to all types of vehicles.

Malabon Mayor Jeannie Sandoval suspended face-to-face classes in all public and
private schools on Monday following the recommendation of the city’s disaster risk
reduction and education departments.

Classes continued through the alternative delivery mode using asynchronous learning.

The city government deployed free ride services for stranded commuters.
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Local governments in Pangasinan also suspended classes yesterday in their respective
areas due to the inclement weather.

Mayors in the towns of Aguilar, Bani, Bugallon, Lingayen, Mangatarem, Natividad,
Rosales, Santa Maria, Sual, Umingan and Urbiztondo suspended classes in all levels of
public and private schools.

Classes from pre-school to senior high school were suspended in the towns of Asingan,
Basista, Binmaley, Labrador and San Quintin.

Most of the local chief executives encouraged a shift to alternative learning modes due
to face-to-face class suspensions.

Meanwhile, classes in all levels of public and private schools — as well as work in public
offices — in llocos Sur were suspended yesterday.
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CCC IN THE NEWS:
DAILY TRIBUNE

Unseen storms: Rethinking disaster resilience in the age of climate change

For the past decades, our traditional disaster response systems have been designed to
brace for and address sudden-onset events — tropical cyclones tracked by names,
dates, and wind speeds; earthquakes measured by magnitude and reach; and floods
recorded by the number of affected families and damaged facilities. These are the
disasters that strike quickly and visibly, drawing immediate action and public attention.

But not all disasters hit suddenly, or even come with a warning. Some occur gradually,
altering ecosystems and disrupting lives and livelihoods over months or years. These
are the slow-onset events of climate change known as sea level rise, ocean
acidification, salinization, biodiversity loss, and long-term land and forest degradation.
They, too, are measurable, but their slow pace usually keeps them out of headlines and
outside the scope of traditional disaster frameworks.

According to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, these
threats are just as devastating, especially for most at-risk countries such as the
Philippines.

We are already living through these unseen storms.

Droughts, saltwater intrusion, extreme heat and rising seas are quietly threatening our
food security, health systems, and water access. For instance, sea level rise in the
Philippines is occurring at a rate roughly three times higher than the global average, a
slow-building threat that is already reshaping our coastlines and displacing
communities.

In Cauayan, Negros Occidental, saltwater is contaminating freshwater aquifers, forcing
families to rely on expensive water deliveries. Along the southern coastlines of Davao
Oriental and Surigao del Sur, coastal erosion is washing away homes and
compromising critical infrastructure including evacuation routes and rural health units.

These disasters usually fall outside the scope of conventional risk frameworks, which
are developed to respond to immediate crises, not the quiet, cumulative toll of long-term
climate threats. By the time their impacts are visible, the damage is already severe and
harder to reverse.

This is why the Climate Change Commission (CCC) is working to shift how we
approach resilience. Under the leadership of President Ferdinand Marcos Jr., we have
developed the National Adaptation Plan (NAP), our long-term strategy to strengthen
preparedness and adaptation across sectors and communities. Unlike earlier plans
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focused on emergency response, the NAP addresses long-term vulnerabilities by
outlining actions that prepare our systems for a changing climate.

It includes support for reintegration of displaced communities, climate-resilient
infrastructure, and crucially, early warning systems designed not just for typhoons and
floods, but for slow-onset events as well. These are coupled with targeted education
and awareness efforts that empower people to act early and decisively.

In partnership with local governments, the CCC is also integrating this broader
understanding of climate risk into land use planning, infrastructure design, and local
development strategies. But this is not the work of the government alone. Everyone —
from communities, faith-based organizations and businesses to academic institutions
and civil society organizations — must take part in recognizing and responding to these
invisible threats. The resilience we build must reflect the risks we actually face, not just
the ones that make the news.

This National Disaster Resilience Month, let us not stop at awareness. Climate change
does not operate on a calendar. It is a relentless force requiring sustained, whole-of-
government, whole-of-society action. This year’s theme, “Kumikilos: Kayang Umaksyon
ng Mamamayan na Isabuhay ang Kahandaan ng bawat Isa para maging Ligtas sa Oras
ng Sakuna,” asks more from all of us. It calls for readiness that is lived, practiced and
shared.

The insidious silence of slow-onset disasters may be the loudest warning we ever get.
Resilience must not be reactive. It must be proactive, preventive, inclusive, and attuned
to the evolving nature of risk. We must prepare not only for what strikes with immediate
impact but also for what erodes our survival one inch, one degree, one storm surge at a
time.
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