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PAGASA: LPA more likely to become tropical depression; to be named 'Bising’
By: Ariel Rojas

A low pressure area being monitored by state weather bureau now has a higher chance
of turning into a tropical depression, state weather bureau PAGASA said Thursday night.
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Praying the world halts climate change? There’s now a Catholic Mass for that
By: Joshua McElwee

A new rite published by the Vatican on Thursday will allow priests to celebrate a Mass
to exhort Catholics to exercise care for the Earth, in the latest push by the 1.4-billion-
member global Church to address global climate change.
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Landslide, flood alert raised in eight Metro Manila cities and 24 provinces
By: Katherine K. Chan and Adrian H. Halili

The mines and Geosciences Bureau (MGB) on Thursday urged communities and local
governments in Luzon and Mindanao to stay on high alert for rain-induced landslides
and flash floods as a low-pressure area (LPA) strengthens the southwest monsoon.

GMA NEWS

Flood from high tide affects over 100 families in Dagupan
By: Cj Torida

Floodwaters have become a daily struggle for over 100 families in Barangay Poblacion
Oeste in Dagupan City, especially those near the Careenan Creek in Sitio Macario.

MALAYA BUSINESS INSIGHT

Crafting a sustainable future: How the Energy Development Corporation and
partners contribute to the Philippines’ climate goals

Energy Development Corporation: A leader in renewable energy

First Gen owned Energy Development Corporation, stands out as the Philippines’
largest and only 100% renewable energy company, with a focus on geothermal energy.
As the world’s largest vertically-integrated geothermal company, EDC has been
instrumental in positioning the Philippines as the third-largest geothermal energy
producer globally. With an installed capacity of 1,463.78 MW, EDC provides clean,
reliable, and affordable energy to businesses and communities across the country.
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[Opinion] Living with floods
By: Jullie Y. Daza

MEDIUM RARE
What happened in Navotas, or what happened to Navotas, last Sunday into Monday,
comes with a lesson as an experience to learn from.
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Interdependence key to countries’ stability, progress — PBBM
By: Ruth Abbey Gita-Carlos

President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. on Thursday emphasized the importance of global
interdependence to ensure countries’ stability and development amid geopolitical
challenges.
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PAGASA: LPA more likely to become tropical depression; to be named 'Bising'
By: Ariel Rojas

A low pressure area being monitored by state weather bureau now has a higher chance
of turning into a tropical depression, state weather bureau PAGASA said Thursday night.

Pagasa said this could happen as early as late Friday even as the LPA moves over the
northern West Philippine Sea.

It will be named "Bising" when it becomes a tropical depression.

PAGASA said as of 8 p.m. Thursday, the low pressure area was located 125 kilometers
north northwest of Calayan, Cagayan.

The LPA will bring scattered rains over the northern portions of llocos Region, Cordillera,
and Cagayan Valley.

Occasional rains will also be experienced over Metro Manila and most of Luzon due to
the southwest monsoon or Habagat.

Flooding and landslides remain likely.


https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/weather-traffic/2025/7/3/pagasa-lpa-heading-to-batanes-to-bring-rains-in-north-luzon-1642
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Praying the world halts climate change? There’s now a Catholic Mass for that
By: Joshua McElwee

A new rite published by the Vatican on Thursday will allow priests to celebrate a Mass
to exhort Catholics to exercise care for the Earth, in the latest push by the 1.4-billion-
member global Church to address global climate change.

For centuries, Catholic priests have been able to celebrate special Masses to pray for
their country, give thanks after a harvest or ask God to end a natural disaster.

The new “Mass for the care of creation,” prepared by two Vatican offices, allows priests
to pray that Catholics will “lovingly care” for creation and “learn to live in harmony with
all creatures”.

“This Mass ... calls us to be faithful stewards of what God has entrusted to us — not only
in daily choices and public policies, but also in our prayer, our worship, and our way of
living in the world,” said Cardinal Michael Czerny, presenting the rite at a Vatican press
conference on Thursday.

Catholic priests have the possibility of offering Masses for a range of special needs. The
new rite, approved by Pope Leo, is the 50th option offered by the Vatican.

The late Pope Francis was a firm proponent of care for creation. He was the first pope
to embrace the scientific consensus about climate change and urged nations to reduce
their carbon emissions in line with the 2015 Paris climate accord.

“Pope Leo clearly will carry this pastoral and civil concern forward,” Rev. Bruce Morrill, a
Jesuit priest and expert on Catholic liturgy at Vanderbilt University in the U.S., told
Reuters.

“This new thematic Mass indicates the Church’s recognition of the serious threats
human-caused climate change is now fully realising,” he said.

The new Vatican rite comes two days after Catholic bishops from Asia, Africa and Latin
America called on global governments to do more to address climate change,
publishing a joint appeal that was the first of its kind.
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Landslide, flood alert raised in eight Metro Manila cities and 24 provinces
By: Katherine K. Chan and Adrian H. Halili

The mines and Geosciences Bureau (MGB) on Thursday urged communities and local
governments in Luzon and Mindanao to stay on high alert for rain-induced landslides
and flash floods as a low-pressure area (LPA) strengthens the southwest monsoon.

In an advisory posted on Facebook, the bureau under the Environment department
warned at least eight cities in Metro Manila and 24 provinces of landslides, floods or
flash floods, and debris flows starting Thursday until Sunday.

Some provinces not on the MGB list and mentioned in the weather bureau’s separate
advisories should activate the appropriate preparedness measures and monitor for
future geohazard advisories, should there be any sudden changes in the rainfall
forecast or weather conditions, it added.

Several local government units suspended classes on July 3 due to heavy rains.

The MGB said moderate to very high flooding and moderate landslides might hit 412
villages in Manila, Marikina, Pasig, Quezon City, Caloocan, Malabon, Navotas and
Valenzuela in the National Capital Region.

Meanwhile, at least 3,358 other villages in Calabarzon, Mimaropa, Cagayan Valley,
Central Luzon, Cordillera Administrative Region, the llocos Region, Caraga Region, and
Northern Mindanao might encounter moderate to very high flooding, moderate to very
high landslides and debris flow.

Moderate floods are 0.5 to one meter high that could last for as long as three days. High
floods reach one to two meters, while very high floods are more than two meters, both
lasting over three days.

“The threshold values were lowered in Metro Manila due to the nature of flooding in
highly urbanized areas, wherein the rains are not readily absorbed by the land,” the
MGB said.

“This leads to increased surface runoff that overwhelms the drainage system and
causes flooding in low-lying areas, as well as those proximal to waterways,” it added.


https://www.bworldonline.com/the-nation/2025/07/03/683221/landslide-flood-alert-raised-in-eight-metro-manila-cities-and-24-provinces/

The MGB urged local governments, local disaster risk reduction and management
councils and communities to be vigilant.

The bureau also asked mining companies, particularly those in hazard areas, to have
their emergency response and preparedness teams on standby and coordinate with
local government units (LGU).

Meanwhile, the state weather bureau said the low-pressure areas had a “medium
potential” to develop into a tropical depression in the next 24 hours.

If it intensifies, it will be the second tropical depression in the country this year and will
be named Bising, the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical, and Astronomical Services
Administration (PAGASA) said in a separate weather bulletin.

As of 3 p.m. on Thursday, the low-pressure area, which entered the Philippine Area of
Responsibility (PAR) on Sunday evening, was spotted over the coastal waters of
Sabtang, Batanes in northern Philippines.

It was expected to bring cloudy skies with scattered rains and thunderstorms in the
llocos Region, Cordillera Administrative Region, Cagayan Valley and Aurora.

Meanwhile, the southwest monsoon could cause occasional rains over Metro Manila,
Pangasinan, Zambales, Bataan, Cavite, Batangas, and Occidental Mindoro, and cloudy
skies with scattered rains and thunderstorms in Western Visayas and the rest of Luzon.

The rest of the country might see partly cloudy to cloudy skies with isolated rain
showers or thunderstorms, it added.

PAGASA was also monitoring another tropical storm outside the Philippine area of
responsibility.

FLOOD MITIGATION

The Philippines lies along the typhoon belt in the Pacific and experiences about 20
storms each year. It also lies in the so-called Pacific Ring of Fire, a belt of volcanoes
around the Pacific Ocean where most of the world’s earthquakes strike.

The country often experiences unavoidable losses and damage equivalent to 0.5% of its
annual economic output mainly due to an increasingly unpredictable climate, according
to the Finance department.



Also on Thursday, the palace said President Ferdinand R. Marcos, Jr. would study the
Interior and Local Government department’s request to give it the authority to suspend
classes during typhoons.

The present system, where mayors decide whether to suspend classes, would remain
in place, Palace Press Officer Clarissa A. Castro told a news briefing.

She said the President had ordered agencies to step up flood mitigation efforts during
the typhoon season.

“The President has ordered the immediate cleaning of drainages because this will help
prevent rapid flooding, especially here in Metro Manila,” she said.

Last month, the state weather bureau declared the onset of the southwest monsoon,
which could increase the chances of tropical cyclone activity in the next few months.

Ms. Castro said the Metropolitan Manila Development Authority (MMDA) has identified
23 priority estuaries in Metro Manila for clean-up. Displaced workers would be tapped in
the clean-up drive, she added.

The Department of Interior and Local Government was also ordered to strengthen the
disaster preparedness measures of LGUs.

The agency is also intensifying the activation of emergency operation centers,
evacuation preparedness, updated contingency plans, community drills and exercises
and the enforcement of no-build zones, she added.

“‘Local disaster offices need to be prepared as first responders in these types of
situations,” she said.



GMA NEWS

Flood from high tide affects over 100 families in Dagupan
By: Cj Torida

Floodwaters have become a daily struggle for over 100 families in Barangay Poblacion
Oeste in Dagupan City, especially those near the Careenan Creek in Sitio Macario.

“Baha palagi, hindi nawawalan ng tubig. Araw-araw po,” Virgie Robosa, a resident, said.
The floods are worsened by heavy rains brought by the southwest monsoon.
Some residents have raised their houses to avoid water damage.

Others, especially children and the elderly, can barely leave their homes due to slippery,
garbage-filled streets.

Barangay officials are aware of the ongoing problem and are working closely with the
city government.

“Yung sinasabi nila sa City Engineering, kay Engr. Josephine Corpuz, sabi po nila re-
construction ng drainage system. Tataasan ito, lilinisan, iba-backhoe,” Barangay
Chairman Mark Anthony Gutierrez said.

He said addressing the flooding is now a top priority. The barangay is asking for
assistance from the Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH) and national
government officials.

The proposed drainage project is expected to cost around P50 to P60 million.

Health monitoring is now ongoing in the area due to risks of leptospirosis and dengue.
Officials also continue to conduct “Operation Sitio” to reduce the flooding.


https://www.gmanetwork.com/regionaltv/news/108935/flood-from-high-tide-affects-over-100-families-in-dagupan/story/

MALAYA BUSINESS INSIGHT

Crafting a sustainable future: How the Energy Development Corporation and
partners contribute to the Philippines’ climate goals

Energy Development Corporation: A leader in renewable energy

First Gen owned Energy Development Corporation, stands out as the Philippines’
largest and only 100% renewable energy company, with a focus on geothermal energy.
As the world’s largest vertically-integrated geothermal company, EDC has been
instrumental in positioning the Philippines as the third-largest geothermal energy
producer globally. With an installed capacity of 1,463.78 MW, EDC provides clean,
reliable, and affordable energy to businesses and communities across the country.

EDC’s commitment to sustainability extends beyond energy production. The company
established the Net Zero Carbon Alliance (NZCA) in 2021, a multi-sectoral initiative
aimed at achieving net-zero carbon emissions among Filipino businesses by or before
2050. As a private sector-led movement, the NZCA empowers Philippine enterprises to
commit to achieving net-zero emissions through a comprehensive framework. This
framework encompasses best practice sharing, scaled emission reduction and tracking,
and improved access to green financing, leveraging EDC’s extensive decarbonization
experience.

The NZCA brings together businesses and organizations from diverse sectors to foster
innovation, share best practices, and accelerate the transition to a sustainable, low-
carbon economy. Through collaboration and advocacy, the alliance promotes actionable
strategies to reduce carbon emissions and support the global goal of limiting
temperature rise to 1.5°C.

Building on its 2024 progress, the alliance’s focus in 2025 will be three-fold:
strengthening partnerships with key decarbonization enablers both locally and globally,
enhancing engagement across diverse industries in the Philippine private sector to
broaden its reach and impact, and implementing data-driven performance management
systems and assessment protocols that include standardized reporting and enhanced
transparency and credibility measures.

Arthaland Corporation: Certified sustainable property development

Arthaland, a pioneering property developer and NZCA partner, continues to lead the
charge in sustainable real estate. As a signatory to the World Green Building Council’s
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Net Zero Carbon Buildings Commitment, Arthaland pledged to decarbonize its
operational portfolios by 2030. In 2024 alone, it successfully avoiced 80% of
greenhouse gas emissions across its developments. Landmark projects like the
Arthaland Century Pacific Tower and Arya Residences, have earned globally
recognized green building certifications, including including EDGE Zero Carbon .
Beyond commitments, Arthaland’s demonstrated climate action and quantifiable
progress are setting a new standard for sustainable development in the Philippines,
raising expectations across the real estate sector.

Monde Nissin: Renewable energy adoption

Monde Nissin, makers of household brands like Lucky Me, Skyflakes and Fita , has
demonstrated its commitment to “making collective action possible “ for the planet
through its collaboration with EDC. Since 2022, Monde Nissin has secured 16 MW of
clean energy from EDC’s Unified Leyte Geothermal Plant complex, which powers its 7
out of 8 facilities with renewable energy. This contributed to a reduction of 32% in
greenhouse gas emissions intensity in 2024 compared to the 2021 baseline.
Additionally, this shift to clean energy has translated to 91% of Monde Nissin’'s
electricity consumption now coming from renewable sources. This joint effort is driven
by Monde Nissin’'s aspiration in Making Better Possible®and underscores the
importance of working together to accelerate the shift toward cleaner energy sources.

EY/SGV: Sustainability reporting and decarbonization

EY/SGV plays a crucial role in promoting sustainability through transparent reporting
and decarbonization strategies. As a global leader, EY aims to become carbon negative
and achieve net zero by 2025, with initiatives that include reducing emissions and
engaging suppliers in setting Science-Based Targets. In the Philippines, SGV supports
companies in aligning with global sustainability frameworks and government mandates,
fostering a culture of transparency and accountability in environmental stewardship.

Collective contribution to the Philippines’ NDC
The collective efforts of EDC, Arthaland, Monde Nissin, and EY/SGV are pivotal in
supporting the Philippines’ NDC goals. By focusing on renewable energy, sustainable

development, and decarbonization, these companies help reduce the country’s reliance
on fossil fuels and mitigate climate change impacts.
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Renewable Energy Expansion: EDC’s geothermal operations and Monde Nissin’s
adoption of renewable energy contribute significantly to reducing the country’s carbon
footprint, aligning with the NDC’s conditional reduction targets.

Sustainable Development: Arthaland’s green buildings and EY/SGV’s sustainability
reporting practices promote environmentally conscious practices across sectors,
supporting unconditional emission reductions.

Collaborative Decarbonization: The Net Zero Carbon Alliance, led by EDC, facilitates a
collaborative approach to achieving net zero, providing tools and resources for
businesses to transition towards a low-carbon economy. In 2025, NZCA will focus on
strengthening partnerships with decarbonization enablers, enhancing industry
engagement, and implementing data-driven performance management systems to
enhance transparency and credibility.

International collaboration for decarbonization

Recent collaborations highlight the growing importance of international partnerships in
accelerating decarbonization efforts. The Japan External Trade Organization (JETRO)
has engaged with the NZCA to introduce cutting-edge decarbonization technologies and
services tailored to the Philippine market. This partnership underscores the potential for
cross-border collaboration in driving impactful climate action, with Japanese innovators
providing solutions to support Philippine businesses in their path toward net zero.

The Philippines’ journey towards achieving its climate goals is bolstered by the
concerted efforts of key stakeholders like EDC, Arthaland, Monde Nissin, and EY/SGV
and over thirty other companies operating in the Philippines. Through their innovative
approaches to renewable energy, sustainable development, and collaborative
decarbonization, these organizations not only contribute to the country’s NDC but also
set a precedent for sustainable practices in their respective industries. As the
Philippines continues to navigate the challenges of climate change, the leadership and
commitment of these companies will be crucial in shaping a greener future for
generations to come.
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MANILA BULLETIN

[Opinion] Living with floods
By: Jullie Y. Daza

MEDIUM RARE
What happened in Navotas, or what happened to Navotas, last Sunday into Monday,
comes with a lesson as an experience to learn from.

Rain poured from the sky. The river was swollen. It was high tide. Three factors that
combined for drama and trauma, forcing nearly 100 families to evacuate — oh, the floods
that were chest-high!

Navotas is almost a neighbor to us in Quezon City, but now it’s like a victim of extreme
climate, and all | could remember was urban planner Jun Palafox warning us years ago
to “build vertical.” The man has predicted that more than 100 million Filipinos will need
100 new sustainable, smart, resilient, inclusive and livable cities by the year 2050, and
he speaks like a prophet of boom! But because 25 years is a long way away, nobody is
alarmed. We’d be more attuned if it were “last two minutes” on the court.

What does it mean to build vertical? A four-story house like Singapore’s model for
government workers in the 1970’s comes to mind. Over here, where land is not scarce,
we take space for granted. The ground floor would immediately suggest a garage, for
example, while the three upper floors would not be too hard for a healthy senior citizen
to negotiate. Three of them and their families living on three floors sharing one roof
sounds like a friendly bargain.

A four-story house as model? Why not? Not high enough to require elevators or
escalators, which can be tricky for seniors, but stairs are safe, good for a bit of exercise.
In the Singapore model, a rest area like a patio between the second and third floors
encourages neighborly greetings and conversations.

The people of Navotas might want to ask their representatives in local government and
Congress to study a housing model suitable for their needs, their seasons and
temperaments. Climate change, extreme climate — they’re not going to go away. And
that goes also for Navotas’ neighbors near and far.

A small story in the business page some days ago reported that housing prices in the
National Capital Region have gone up slightly. With the forced departure of a colony of
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Philippine Offshore Gaming Operators, or Pogos, another report suggested there’s now
an oversupply of condos.
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Interdependence key to countries’ stability, progress — PBBM
By: Ruth Abbey Gita-Carlos

President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. on Thursday emphasized the importance of global
interdependence to ensure countries’ stability and development amid geopolitical
challenges.

During his meeting with the Philippines-Japan Economic Cooperation Committee
(PHILJEC) and the 14th Asian Business Summit (ABS) delegates at Malacafan Palace
in Manila, Marcos said the nations’ mutual reliance is currently being challenged
because of the recent global developments.

“There cannot be any more powerful destabilizing forces than we see now. We see war.
We see climate change also changing everything,” he said.

“What we have just experienced, at least, changes now in trade policy, not only with the
United States, the largest economy still, but with the interrelationships between ASEAN,
for example, in the Pacific region, for example, and the EU. And all those
interrelationships have become — | wouldn't say under threat, but again, in challenge.”

Marcos said the Philippines has already learned its lesson when the world was
grappling with the impacts of the Covid-19 pandemic.

He said he is “very happy” to hold a dialogue with the PHILJEC and ABS delegates to
discuss the global economy and its importance to sustain growth in regions and
countries.

“The interdependence that we had come to rely on in the world economy suddenly
turned out to be less secure, less robust than we had always assumed. And so that is
why in the Philippines, we have taken that lesson to heart. And that is why we are trying
to develop those interrelationships,” he said.

“The common wisdom that we have all arrived at, that the interrelationships between
our different countries lead to stability and to development and progress.”

The meeting was held, as the Philippines is set to host this year’'s 14th Asia Business
Summit (ABS) this month.

15


https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1253512

PHILJEC, formerly known as the Philippine National Committee for Economic
Cooperation with Japan, was established on Nov. 16, 1973 to promote, strengthen and
expand trade, economic, scientific technological advancements, exchange assistance to
business endeavors in both the Philippines and Japan.
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