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LoveLaban Pride Fest: Protest meets sustainability in OC
By: Jing Villamente

Quezon City hosted the largest Pride festival in the Philippines — and Southeast Asia
— on Saturday, transforming LovelLaban 3 into not just a celebration, but a stand: for
inclusivity, for expression, and for the environment.

MALAYA BUSINESS INSIGHT

BUILDING BETTER MORE: Infrastructure and investment drive economic

growth
By: Judith Albano

The “Build Better More” program has emerged as the cornerstone of the Marcos
administration’s economic transformation agenda, moving beyond traditional
infrastructure projects to create a comprehensive ecosystem that attracts
investment, generates employment, and positions the Philippines as a regional
economic powerhouse.

MANILA BULLETIN

The emotional toll of climate change is broad-ranging, especially for young
people

Anxiety, grief, anger, fear, helplessness. The emotional toll of climate change is broad-
ranging, especially for young people.
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Nature-based solutions seen to mitigate effects of climate change
By: Perla Lena

Participants in a dialog here recommended nature-based solutions that can be
adopted by local government units and national government agencies in responding
to the threats of climate change.

THE MANILA TIMES

Legarda underscores role of Philippine Studies Program in strengthening
diplomacy

Senator Loren Legarda emphasized the crucial role of the Philippine Studies Program
in fostering stronger global connections and elevating the country's voice on the
international stage.

PH climate goals: Striving for a safer future
By: Ludwig Federigan

Ten years ago, countries worldwide made a promise: to keep global warming below 2
degrees Celsius and try for 1.5 C, targeting a safer future for our planet and its people.
But despite these commitments, the Earth continues to warm at an alarming rate.

THE PHILIPPINE STAR

[Opinion] The climate crisis is also a crisis of stories
By: Eunille Santos

When we talk about the climate crisis, we often reach for numbers: rising sea levels,
extreme heat records, tons of carbon emissions. But behind these numbers are
people, and behind these people are stories.
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LovelLaban Pride Fest: Protest meets sustainability in OC
By: Jing Villamente

Quezon City hosted the largest Pride festival in the Philippines — and Southeast Asia
— on Saturday, transforming LovelLaban 3 into not just a celebration, but a stand: for
inclusivity, for expression, and for the environment.

Co-organized by the Quezon City government, Pride PH and the University of the
Philippines Diliman, this year’s Pride Fest leaned heavily into sustainability, breaking
from past norms of waste-heavy festivities.

Organizers redirected the celebration’s footprint, steering it away from single-use
plastics and waste, while pushing vendors and participants toward a circular economy.

“Climate change affects the lives of our citizens, especially those in marginalized
sectors, and it exacerbates existing inequalities in our communities. We cannot end
inequality without addressing the climate crisis. Through our Pride celebrations, we
aim to empower LGBTQIA+ communities to become changemakers and to be at the
forefront of our shared fight for equality, inclusivity, and climate justice,” Quezon City
Mayor Joy Belmonte said.

The city laid out six climate actions underpinning this year’s Pride: waste reduction,
low-carbon mobility and water conservation leading the charge.

Single-use plastics — including bags and water bottles — were banned outright.
Vendors were encouraged to switch to reusable and biodegradable packaging.

Digital platforms handled event registration, minimizing paper waste — an approach
tested successfully at the recent Pride Run.

Participants were reminded to respect the natural landscape of the UP Diliman
campus — its trees, open spaces and flowers — while refilling stations dotted the
grounds to provide clean drinking water. Tumblers were encouraged. No throwaways.

Vehicle-free zones were mapped out across the campus to cut pollution and improve
air quality. Walkable stretches doubled as safe spaces — areas carved out for
community, solidarity and expression.

Waste management also came into focus. Trash bins were placed strategically
throughout the venue to aid in recovery of recyclables and encourage responsible
segregation.
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BUILDING BETTER MORE: Infrastructure and investment drive economic

growth
By: Judith Albano

The “Build Better More” program has emerged as the cornerstone of the Marcos
administration’s economic transformation agenda, moving beyond traditional
infrastructure projects to create a comprehensive ecosystem that attracts
investment, generates employment, and positions the Philippines as a regional
economic powerhouse.

Far exceeding its predecessor programs in scope and ambition, Build Better More
represents a paradigm shift in how the Philippines approaches development—
prioritizing not just the quantity of projects, but their strategic impact on economic
competitiveness and quality of life for ordinary Filipinos

Regional development and economic decentralization

Build Better More strategically distributes projects across regions to promote balanced
economic development. Rather than concentrating infrastructure in Metro Manila, the
program spreads investments to secondary cities and rural areas, creating new
centers of economic activity.

This regional approach reduces migration pressure on Metro Manila while creating
employment opportunities in provinces. Infrastructure investments in secondary cities
attract businesses and investments that might otherwise locate only in the capital
region.

The program includes special economic zones and industrial parks connected by
improved transportation and digital infrastructure, creating integrated development
corridors that span multiple provinces and regions.

Job creation and skills development

Infrastructure projects under Build Better More generate both immediate construction
employment and long-term economic opportunities. The program prioritizes projects
that create sustainable employment beyond the construction phase.

Skills development initiatives accompany major projects, ensuring Filipino workers can
take advantage of employment opportunities in construction, maintenance, and
operation of new infrastructure. This approach builds local capacity while reducing
dependence on foreign expertise.
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The multiplier effects of infrastructure investment extend throughout the economy,
creating demand for materials, equipment, and services that benefit small and medium
enterprises across various sectors.

Water security and flood management

Build Better More addresses climate resilience through comprehensive water
infrastructure projects. These include new water treatment facilities, improved
distribution systems, and major flood control projects that protect communities and
economic assets.

The program’s flood control component includes river dredging, improved drainage
systems, and construction of flood retention facilities. These projects not only protect
lives and property but also ensure business continuity during extreme weather events.

Water infrastructure projects are designed with climate change adaptation in mind,
incorporating higher capacity and more resilient designs to handle increasingly intense
weather patterns. This forward-thinking approach protects investments and ensures
long-term functionality.

Housing and social infrastructure

The housing component of Build Better More has initiated 56 projects in various stages
by February 2025, building on the 1.2 to 1.3 million housing units started by early 2023.
These projects address the massive housing backlog while creating employment in
construction and related industries.

Social infrastructure within Build Better More includes schools, hospitals, and
community centers that improve quality of life while supporting economic
development. These facilities are strategically located to serve growing populations in
developing areas.

The integration of housing with transportation and employment centers creates
sustainable communities that reduce commuting costs and improve work-life balance
for Filipino familEnergy security and independence

Energy infrastructure represents perhaps the most strategic component of Build Better
More. The interconnection of power grids across Luzon, Visayas, and Mindanao
creates a unified national power system that enhances reliability, reduces costs, and
enables more efficient power distribution across the country.

This grid interconnection allows surplus power from one region to support demand in
another, reducing the risk of brownouts and creating a more stable business



environment. The project also facilitates the integration of renewable energy sources,
supporting the country’s transition to cleaner power generation.

The administration’s nuclear technology agreements with the United States signal a
long-term commitment to energy independence. These partnerships position the
Philippines to eventually reduce dependence on imported fossil fuels while meeting
growing energy demands from economic expansion.

Solar, wind, and other renewable energy projects under Build Better More are
strategically located to take advantage of the Philippines’ natural resources while
supporting the interconnected grid system. This integrated approach maximizes the
efficiency and reliability of the entire power system.

Digital infrastructure

Build Better More recognizes that 21st-century economic competitiveness requires
world-class digital infrastructure. The program includes significant investments in fiber
optic networks, 5G deployment, and digital connectivity projects that reach
underserved areas.

Executive Order No. 32 streamlined ICT infrastructure permits, accelerating the
deployment of telecommunications infrastructure essential for the digital economy.
This regulatory reform complements physical infrastructure investments to create a
comprehensive digital transformation.

The focus on digital infrastructure has attracted major international investments,
including Google’s expanded operations in the Philippines. These investments
validate the administration’s strategy of creating an enabling environment for
technology companies and digital services.
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The emotional toll of climate change is broad-ranging, especially for young
people

Anxiety, grief, anger, fear, helplessness. The emotional toll of climate change is broad-
ranging, especially for young people.

Many worry about what the future holds, and a daily grind of climate anxiety and
distress can lead to sleeplessness, an inability to focus and worse. Some young
people wonder whether it's moral to bring children into the world. Many people grieve
for the natural world.
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Activists, climate psychologists and others in the fight against climate change have a
range of ways to build resilience and help manage emotions. Some ideas:

Get active in your community

Feeling isolated? Find ways to connect with like-minded people and help nature, said
climate psychologist Laura Robinson in Ann Arbor, Michigan. There are many ways to
get involved.

Work locally to convince more residents to give up grass lawns and increase
biodiversity with native plants, for instance. Help establish new green spaces, join
projects to protect water, develop wildlife corridors, or decrease pesticide use to save
frogs, insects and birds. Work to get the word out on turning down nighttime lighting
to help birds and lightning bugs.

| see people struggling with these emotions across the age range, said Robinson. |
have parents who are themselves really struggling with their own feelings and really
worried about their children in the future.

Make a positivity sandwich

Climate news and the onslaught of disaster and mayhem in general has become
heavy and overwhelming for many with the rise of social media and mobile phone use.
Try scheduling breaks from notifications on your phone or stepping back from the news
cycle in other ways.

Consider the idea of a positivity sandwich, where you begin with a good piece of news,
followed by a harder tidbit, then finish with a second feel-good story.

Model behaviors for your kids

Phoebe Yu, 39, gave up a cushy job in health technology to work on an MBA with a
focus on sustainability. She started a business selling sponges made from the luffa
gourd. And she does it all while raising her 6-year-old son with her husband in
Fremont, California.

| am generally a very happy person and I'm very optimistic. And I'm still that, but
sometimes it becomes very difficult to manage. Like, what will happen and thinking
about the long term, she said. At points, I've regretted bringing a child into this world,
knowing how things could get much, much worse.

Part of managing her own emotions is trying to model sustainable behaviors for her
son while educating him on the importance of helping the environment. The family
drives an electric vehicle. They don't eat meat and have encouraged extended family
to do the same. They recycle, compost and limit travel by air.



| try to explain things to my son so he can at least have some understanding of how
the world and the ecosystem works as a whole, Yu said. | do think kids are able to
absorb that and turn that into some level of action.

Remember: We're all connected

Britnee Reid teaches middle school science for Gaston Virtual Academy, a K-12 virtual
public school based in Gastonia, North Carolina.

Reid participated in a pilot project for a free teacher tool kit on climate put together by
the National Environmental Education Foundation and the Climate Mental Health
Network, a collective of community advocates working on the emotional impacts of
climate change.

The kit is full of ways to help teachers support students' mental health and manage
their own climate-related emotions. One of the exercises involves students
documenting their interactions with the natural world in an environmental timeline.
Laying it all out often stirs action, Reid said.

They can be anxious, they can be angry, they can feel fearful, but they're like these
go-getters of, 'I'm going to make the change in this world." There's kind of two truths
at once where they feel scared but they also feel like, you know, | can do something
about this, she said.

The timelines, Reid said, provided some good, rich conversations.
Find the words to express your feelings

Psychotherapist Patricia Hasbach, just outside of Eugene, Oregon, has written several
books on eco-psychology and eco-therapy and has taught graduate students on those
topics.

We incorporate nature into the healing process, she said. And we address a person's
relationship with the natural world. Certainly with climate change, eco-therapy has a
huge role to play.

One of her most important missions is helping people find their words to talk about
climate change in pursuit of resilience.

There have been some studies done that show an increased number of young people
reporting concern, like 84 percent of young people in the U.S. reporting concern about
climate change, but only like 59 percent of them think that other people are as
concerned as they are, Hasbach said.

That, she said, contributes to inaction and feelings of anxiety, depression or isolation.



You're not one. You're many

Climate scientist Kate Marvel, a physicist and author of the new book Human Nature:
Nine Ways to Feel About our Changing Planet, urges people to think differently about
their place in preserving the environment.

A lot of times, the anxiety and the hopelessness comes from a feeling of
powerlessness. And | don't think any of us is powerless, she said.

| think collectively, we're incredibly powerful, Marvel said. The atmosphere cares about
what all of us together are doing, and | think you can have much more impact if you
think of yourself as part of the collective.
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Nature-based solutions seen to mitigate effects of climate change
By: Perla Lena

Participants in a dialog here recommended nature-based solutions that can be
adopted by local government units and national government agencies in responding
to the threats of climate change.

Among the proposed interventions were tree and mangrove planting along rivers and
coastal areas, and the installation of waste traps to prevent solid waste from clogging
waterways and drainage systems.

Neil Ravena, chief of the General Services Office of the city government here, said
Project TRANSFORM (Transdisciplinary Approach for Resilience and Sustainability
through Multi-stakeholder Engagement) is a project of the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources being implemented here.

Participants in the dialog that ended Friday included members of the academe,
environmentalists, civil society organizations, people’s organizations, private sector
and vulnerable sectors.

Flooding was identified as the top hazard. There others are drought, water scarcity
and fire.

"We will combine green, gray and blue projects for the identified problems,” Ravena
said in an interview on Friday.

“Mainly, this is to address the climate change threat, so we need to collaborate with
them and identify all the risks and hazards brought about by climate change.”

Outgoing Mayor Jerry Trefias, in his message during the opening of the activity, said

the city government is fully supportive of Project TRANSFORM and will continue to
look for ways to make lloilo greener.
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Legarda underscores role of Philippine Studies Program in strengthening
diplomacy

Senator Loren Legarda emphasized the crucial role of the Philippine Studies Program
in fostering stronger global connections and elevating the country's voice on the
international stage.

Speaking at the launch of a book on the Philippine Studies Program, Legarda
emphasized that diplomacy does not begin in embassies, but in libraries, classrooms,
and simple acts of curiosity.

“And it taught me this: no matter how vast the world may seem, we shape one another.
Our narratives intersect, and in these crossings, we discover deeper ways of speaking
and listening,” Legarda said.

Legarda, known for championing culture and education, shared that it is the conviction
that inspired her to promote a form of diplomacy that uses the power of storytelling:
cultural diplomacy.

“In a world so fractured by uncertainty, we are reminded — now more than ever —
that the strongest bridges are built through understanding.”

The Philippines takes another step, serving as the Guest of Honor at the Frankfurt
Book Fair this year, making it the second Southeast Asian country to be named as
such.

The Philippine Studies program was established in collaboration with the School of
Oriental and African Studies (SOAS) in London in 2017.

It has since expanded into a global initiative in 24 universities worldwide, creating
scholarly work on topics such as the medicinal potential of Philippine plants, labor
migration driven by climate change, and indigenous languages.

“This is soft power at its most strategic: Scholarly, reciprocal, and deeply human. The
Filipino experience standing on the world stage — on our own terms — sparking
curiosity about our heritage in ways that ripple across sectors: from tourism and
research partnerships to stronger bilateral and multilateral ties,” said Legarda.

The Philippine Studies Program, Legarda noted, provides a model for how nations can
assert their identity while contributing to global knowledge.
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“What the Philippine Studies Program models is a way forward — for all of us — to
see ourselves not only as inheritors of identity, but as contributors to global thought
and co-authors of a shared future.”
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PH climate goals: Striving for a safer future
By: Ludwig Federigan

Ten years ago, countries worldwide made a promise: to keep global warming below 2
degrees Celsius and try for 1.5 C, targeting a safer future for our planet and its people.
But despite these commitments, the Earth continues to warm at an alarming rate.

Scientists warn that we are heading toward a 2.1 to 2.8 C increase by the year 2100.
This urgent reality calls on all nations, including the Philippines, to intensify their efforts
and submit bolder climate plans to close the gap between promises and actions.

For the Philippines, a country among the most vulnerable to climate change, the
challenge is more pressing.

As a low-emitting nation that has historically contributed little to global greenhouse
gases, our government has balanced climate action with the need for sustainable
development.

Our first Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC) targeted a 75-percent reduction in
emissions by 2030, with most of the effort conditional on external support.

Now, with the third cycle of climate commitments approaching, our government has
assembled a dedicated team, the NDC Technical Working Group, to craft a more
ambitious plan for the upcoming 30th Session of the Conference of Parties (COP30)
in Brazil.

While the process is ongoing, a recent study, “Enhancing Policy Coherence Toward
Increased Ambition in the Philippines’ NDC,” provides insights and recommendations.

It was published by Parabukas at the time the Philippines was participating at the 62nd
Sessions of the Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological Advice and the
Subsidiary Body for Implementation of the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change in Bonn, Germany.

The study brings together the perspectives of government, civil society and the private
sector, highlighting the gaps and opportunities to raise our climate ambition.

Some voices advocate for a conservative approach, focusing on what we can achieve
with our current capacity, resources and responsibilities.

Others urge us to push beyond these limits, tapping into our full potential to reduce
emissions, regardless of external support.

Parabukas co-founder Atty. Niner Guiao said: “In this report, we saw important

differences in how ambition is perceived across stakeholders. There is the lens of
national development priorities and international equity, emphasizing the principle of
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common but differentiated responsibilities. There are those that are more assertive,
referring to our actual capacity to act, regardless of international support. Everyone
agrees though that the current system can and must do more. We can raise our
unconditional targets. Many active programs and policies with clear mitigation potential
are not yet integrated into our national climate commitments.”

One of the study's findings is the huge untapped potential in “blue carbon
ecosystems”: mangroves, seagrass beds and other coastal habitats.

These natural systems can absorb large amounts of carbon and serve as buffer zones
against storms and rising seas. The Philippines, with its rich coastal biodiversity, has
opportunities to include these ecosystems in our climate strategies, benefitting both
our environment and communities.

But the study, in highlighting the challenges, clears the way toward more meaningful
climate action. Gaps in data, particularly in monitoring and measuring emissions, limit
our ability to set concrete targets.

Institutional barriers like coordination within government agencies and with local
government units (LGUs), and insufficient funding slow progress. Stakeholders,
especially civil society organizations, face obstacles in participating actively in the
planning and assessment stages.

Clear pathways

The good news is that the study points to clear pathways forward to make our climate
commitments more inclusive and effective. Among its key recommendations are:

— Increasing our unconditional emission reduction commitments by incorporating the
efforts of LGUs and private sector players.

— Using research and community-based data to craft more realistic, science-backed
targets.

— Establishing clear timelines and institutional arrangements for regular assessment
and updating our climate plans.

— Ensuring active participation of civil society in setting targets, identifying measures
and monitoring progress.

— Aligning climate strategies with national plans, like economic development and
environmental conservation programs.

For ordinary Filipinos, this means that our government is working toward stronger,
clearer and more achievable climate goals involve not just the government but also
local communities, businesses and civil society.

It means that our efforts, whether reforestation, renewable energy projects, or
sustainable farming will be better coordinated and more impactful. It means that each
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Filipino can play a role by supporting local climate initiatives, using energy wisely, or
advocating for policies that prioritize environmental sustainability.

Our climate commitments are not just written targets on paper; they are promises for
a safer and resilient future. Through stronger policies, active participation and shared
responsibility, the Philippines can move closer to these goals.

Together, we can turn our climate challenges into opportunities for innovation, growth
and hope. Because when we act with purpose and unity, there’s no limit to what we
can achieve: a greener, safer Philippines for ourselves and generations to come.
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[Opinion] The climate crisis is also a crisis of stories
By: Eunille Santos

When we talk about the climate crisis, we often reach for numbers: rising sea levels,
extreme heat records, tons of carbon emissions. But behind these numbers are
people, and behind these people are stories.

The crisis is environmental, but it is also profoundly narrative. It is about who defines
the crisis, whose voices shape the conversation and whose experiences are
considered worth hearing.

Working for a non-profit organization and studying development communication have
shown me that all communication, including the stories we tell about climate change,
is political.

Narratives do not exist in a vacuum. They reflect the power structures that shape our
world. Historically, these structures have favored certain voices: the Global North,
governments and large institutions. Meanwhile, the lived experiences of those at the
margins — indigenous peoples, women, people with disabilities and LGBTQIA+
individuals — are often reduced to footnotes or framed only as vulnerable.

Yet these communities, whose vulnerability is made worse by these dominant
systems, are not simply victims. Many are leaders. They organize communities,
safeguard indigenous knowledge, lead local conservation and create solutions
grounded in lived experience.

In the Philippines, I've met queer environmental advocates who play vital roles in
climate action. They are not token participants. They lead. Still, their stories rarely
appear in headlines or policy conversations. Unlike their cisgender, male or
institutional counterparts, their leadership often goes unseen. Publications like the
recent issue of “Origins” by Greenpeace Philippines, which features grassroots voices
often missing from mainstream climate discourse, remind us how courage and
leadership exist among those long pushed to the margins. These stories deserve to
be placed at the center, not only as footnotes of resilience or vulnerability.

This lack of representation is not random; it is systemic. Postcolonial scholars call it
the colonization of knowledge: certain ways of knowing and certain storytellers are
consistently prioritized over others.

Including more diverse voices in climate discussions is not enough — we need to

rethink the very structures that determine which knowledge is valued and who gets to
shape policy and solutions.
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And the consequences of exclusion are real. Disaster response systems, for example,
often rely on rigid, binary categories. LGBTQIA+ individuals, whose identities don't fit
into the traditional male-female mold or whose legal documents don't reflect their lived
names, are frequently left out. People living with HIV struggle to access medications
in evacuation centers that rarely account for their needs. These oversights are not
mere gaps but rather, failures rooted in a refusal to see certain lives as fully human
within the framework of crisis response.

At the same time, these erasures intersect with larger questions of global
accountability. While frontline communities fight to survive, corporations and
governments most responsible for the planet's destruction continue to profit.
Demanding that polluters pay for the loss and damage they've caused is not just a
legal or financial issue. It challenges the narrative that blames marginalized
communities for their “lack of preparedness” and instead places responsibility where
it belongs.

This is why communication matters in climate action. As climate impacts worsen,
inequalities grow wider. The crisis does not level the playing field; it exposes long-
standing injustices. Global policies and financing frameworks are important. But if they
remain disconnected from the lived realities of marginalized communities, they risk
becoming hollow.

Stories shape perception. Perception shapes policy. And policy shapes lives.

In climate conversations, representation often feels like a box to tick. Genuine
inclusion asks for more. It asks us to recognize marginalized communities as
knowledge-holders and decision-makers. It asks whether we are listening and whether
we are prepared to let their perspectives guide where climate action needs to go.

Addressing the climate crisis requires more than technology. It forces us to confront
the hierarchies that run through our institutions, policies, and stories. Likewise, it forces
us to ask difficult questions about whose voices have long controlled the narrative and
who remains unheard.

Justice begins with listening, after all.

=END=
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