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'No plan, no direction at all': VP Sara slams Marcos, Cabinet for lack of programs
amid Iran war, climate change
By: Katrina Domingo

Vice President Sara Duterte on Sunday admonished President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.
and his administration, saying that his Cabinet has “no plans” and “no direction” amid
pressing global issues including the war in Iran, the United States’ new tariff regime,
and climate change.

BUSINESS WORLD

Policymakers often ignore forest regeneration in fight against climate change,
research finds

Naturally-regenerating forests are often ignored by policymakers working to curb
climate change even though they hold an untapped potential to rapidly absorb planet-
warming carbon from the atmosphere, scientists found in a research paper published
Tuesday.
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[Opinion] Why COP30 must ramp up climate finance for cities
By: Robert Muggah and Philip Yang

Cities are where the climate and nature crises will be won or lost. Home to nearly two-
thirds of the global population and generating almost three-quarters of greenhouse
gas emissions, cities are pivotal to climate action.

GMA NEWS

Cebu City Hall avoids plastic bottles, pushes use of tumbler
By: Fe Marie Dumaboc

Beginning July 1, 2025, the Local Government Unit of Cebu City will implement
stringently its Anti-Plastic Policy.

CCC IN THE NEWS:
DAILY TRIBUNE

Policies that protect: How plans and strategic actions drive climate solutions
By: Secretary Robert EA Borje

The environment is more than just a backdrop to our daily lives — it is the very
foundation of life. It is where we live, breathe, grow food, and build communities. At its
core lies ecosystems: networks of living organisms and nonliving elements that
support and sustain one another.

Resilience plum now accepting nominations

Nominations are now open for the 3rd Philippine Resilience Awards (PRA), which
honors individuals who demonstrate exemplary commitment to advancing climate
action and building resilience against disasters.
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Philippine Resilience Awards 2025 Now Accepting Nominations

Nominations are now open for the 3rd Philippine Resilience Awards (PRA), which
honors individuals who demonstrate exemplary commitment to advancing climate
action and building resilience against disasters.
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CCC, GGGI push for renewable energy dev’t in PH

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) and the Global Green Growth Institute
(GGGI) have stepped up efforts to accelerate the development of renewable energy
in the Philippines through two innovative initiatives on floating solar and carbon-neutral
railways.

PH Resilience Awards 2025 starts accepting nominations

Nominations are now open for the 3rd Philippine Resilience Awards (PRA), which
honors individuals who demonstrate exemplary commitment to advancing climate
action and building resilience against disasters.

POWER PHILIPPINES

CCC and GGGI Roll Out Floating Solar and Carbon-Neutral Rail Projects

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) and the Global Green Growth Institute
(GGGI) are advancing two major renewable energy programs aimed at accelerating
the Philippines’ shift toward climate resilience and sustainability.

THE MANILA TIMES

GGGl, CCC collaborate to advance renewable energy projects in the PH

THE Global Green Growth Institute (GGGI) and the Climate Change Commission
(CCC) are intensifying efforts to advance renewable energy development in the
Philippines through two innovative projects — "Advancing Renewable Energy Through
Floating Solar Photovoltaics" and "Toward Carbon-neutral Rails."

GoV't boosts climate action collaboration

The Climate Change Commission strengthened its partnership with civil society to
reinforce climate action programs.

Information and Knowledge Management Division
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'No plan, no direction at all': VP Sara slams Marcos, Cabinet for lack of programs
amid Iran war, climate change
By: Katrina Domingo

Vice President Sara Duterte on Sunday admonished President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.
and his administration, saying that his Cabinet has “no plans” and “no direction” amid
pressing global issues including the war in Iran, the United States’ new tariff regime,
and climate change.

Marcos Jr. and his Cabinet have failed to prepare the Philippines for “global shocks,”
Duterte said in a speech delivered before Filipinos in Melbourne, Australia.

“I've been a member of the Cabinet and there is no plan at all, there was no direction
at all,” said Duterte, who served as Marcos Jr.’s education secretary from 2022 to mid-
2024.

“We are not prepared for global shocks. Pansin ninyo wala ginawa ang Pilipinas sa
[US] tariffs? May narinig ba kayo na preparation natin sa effect ng Iran and Israel
conflict?” she asked.

“There is no long term plan on how we can be self sufficient in terms of food for
everyone. We don't see that,” she said.

Last week, Marcos Jr. said that the Philippines has yet to order a mandatory
evacuation of Filipinos in Israel and Iran amid ongoing air strikes, but noted that the
government is ready to bring home those who would voluntarily leave the war-torn
Middle Eastern countries.

The President had also sent a team of officials to the Washington earlier this year to
have a dialogue with their American counterparts after US President Donald Trump
announced a new tariff system, while some of his economic managers maintained that
the Philippines is in a better position compared to other countries that were slapped
with higher tariffs.

In Melbourne, Duterte also condemned the administration for claiming that Philippine
economy is doing well, underscoring that progress has yet to be felt in ordinary
communities.

“Ang palagi nila sinasabi na ang ganda na ng ekonomiya natin... Maganda siya
tingnan sa papel but you don't see it at all in the everyday lives of the Filipinos,” the
Vice President said.
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“There is nothing happening in our economy. Ang mayaman, mayaman pa rin. Yung
mahirap, lalong naghirap. The poor is getting poorer,” she said.

“We are not climate resilient at all. Wala tayong preparations sa climate change na
makaka apekto sa atin sa Pilipinas.”

The Philippines has been relying on remittances from overseas Filipinos to buoy the
economy, Duterte said.

“Ang problema natin ang inaasahan lang natin ay yung dollars ninyo. We are really
very dependent on the remittances of Filipinos abroad. Yan ang nagpa-prop up ng
economy ng Pilipinas,” she said.

“Malaki ang pasalamat namin pero mali din na umaasa lang sa padala ng Filipino
community na dollars,” she said.

“So we need to come together and push for the administration to give what is rightfully
for the country.”

Duterte campaigned and emerged victorious with Marcos Jr. in the 2022 national
elections, but their so-called “UniTeam” disbanded in mid-2024 after the Vice
President resigned as the President’s education secretary.

Duterte has since accused the administration of politicizing the national budget to favor
their allies instead of equitably distributing tax payers’ money, while Marcos Jr’s allied
in the House of Representatives questioned the Vice President’'s spending of her
confidential funds and other budget allocations.

In early 2025, the House voted to impeach Duterte, but her trial remains in limbo as
the Senate has yet to formally tackle the ouster case filed against her.
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Policymakers often ignore forest regeneration in fight against climate change,
research finds

Naturally-regenerating forests are often ignored by policymakers working to curb
climate change even though they hold an untapped potential to rapidly absorb planet-
warming carbon from the atmosphere, scientists found in a research paper published
Tuesday.

These so-called secondary forests, which have regenerated themselves after being
razed, often for agriculture, can help bring the world closer to the net-zero emissions
target needed to slow global warming, the research published in the journal Nature
Climate Change shows.

That is because these young forests, which are made of trees between two and four
decades old, can remove carbon from the atmosphere up to eight times faster per
hectare than forests that were just planted, they found.

It comes as companies worldwide are raising millions of dollars to regrow forests from
scratch to generate carbon credits they can sell to polluting industries seeking to offset
their greenhouse gas emissions.

Secondary forests, on the other hand, are often not allowed to regenerate themselves
for long enough to benefit the climate, either because they are cleared or because
they fall prey to fires or pests.

Across the tropics, they found, only 6% of secondary forests reach two decades of
regrowth.

“It's a constant cycle of deforestation,” said Nathaniel Robinson, one of the authors
and a scientist at the Center for International Forestry Research and World
Agroforestry. He added that their vulnerability “is likely tied to policy loopholes.”

Robin Chazdon, a research professor at the Forest Research Institute of the University
of the Sunshine Coast, in Australia, who was not involved, said the refined evaluation
of the global carbon mitigation potential of regrowing forests had important implications
that could shape new climate policy.

Last week, Reuters revealed how a loophole in the Amazon Soy Moratorium, an
agreement signed by the world’s top grain traders that they would not buy soy grown
on recently deforested land, has allowed Brazilian farmers to market soy grown in
razed secondary forests as deforestation-free.
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The Moratorium, like many conservation policies around the world, protects old-growth
rainforests, but not regrown ones. In the Brazilian Amazon, half of secondary forests
are cleared within eight years of regrowing, the scientists found.

“The most rapid and largest carbon removal comes from these young secondary
forests,” said Susan Cook-Patton, a reforestation scientist at The Nature Conservancy,
and one of the authors. But, she added, these forests “just aren’t often appreciated.”
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[Opinion] Why COP30 must ramp up climate finance for cities
By: Robert Muggah and Philip Yang

Cities are where the climate and nature crises will be won or lost. Home to nearly two-
thirds of the global population and generating almost three-quarters of greenhouse
gas emissions, cities are pivotal to climate action.

When COP30 convenes in the Brazilian city of Belém this November, it must elevate
cities from the margins to the centre of global climate negotiations. After all, cities are
not only engines of decarbonisation and hubs of innovation—they are also the frontline
of climate resilience.

For years, urbanisation was largely absent from the formal stages of climate
diplomacy. This began to shift at COP21 in Paris, when an agreement formally
recognised the role of subnational governments in achieving emissions targets and
climate adaptation goals. A Paris Pledge further amplified city voices in global climate
dialogues.

Since then, city advocates have assumed an increasingly prominent role. At COP29
in Baku, cities took center stage.

Over 160 governments endorsed the Multisectoral Action Pathways (MAP)
Declaration, committing to more inclusive urban planning, sustainable mobility, green
jobs, and nature-positive infrastructure. Development banks pledged US$120 billion
in urban infrastructure financing by 2030, a meaningful step, though still far short of
what cities require.

The rising presence of mayors and urban networks in climate diplomacy reflects a
broader transformation in global governance. Today, urban economies generate over
80 per cent of global GDP and consume more than 75 per cent of all energy. And
leading city networks, such as C40 Cities Climate Leadership Group and the Global
Covenant of Mayors for Climate and Energy, are mobilising thousands of
municipalities to ramp-up action.

Yet urban ambition continues to outpace available financing. Most multilateral funding
is still routed through national governments, and cities, especially in lower- and middle-
income countries, often lack the regulatory authority, planning capacity, and
creditworthiness needed to attract private investment.

This creates a bottleneck, particularly where irregular urban expansion meets acute
climate vulnerability.


https://www.eco-business.com/opinion/why-cop30-must-ramp-up-climate-finance-for-cities/

The COP30 organisers are committed to putting cities front and centre in Belém. Both
large metropolitan regions and rapidly growing secondary cities hold enormous
potential for emissions reductions and climate resilience. For example, measures to
expand green infrastructure and expand parks and urban gardens in cities can mitigate
urban heat islands while also reducing the risks of flooding.

There is also a push at COP30 to promote more climate and nature-positive cities.
Compact urban planning that brings residential areas closer to jobs cuts commuting
times and reduces pollution. At the same time, investments in electrified public transit
and expanded cycling and pedestrian infrastructure reduces reliance on cars and
improves health. Retrofitting buildings, improving energy efficiency, and scaling
nature-based solutions are all cost-effective strategies with multiple pro-climate
benefits.

COP30 will also focus on frontier cities that play an outsized role in shaping patterns
of deforestation, biodiversity loss, and emissions.

Cities in Brazil's cattle and agricultural corridors and Zambia’s copperbelt are at the
edge of forests and extractive zones. It is important to broaden the scope of the “just
transition” agenda beyond coal, to include land-intensive urban economies reliant on
soy, livestock, timber, and mining.

Another critical priority for COP30 involves scaling-up urban climate finance,
especially for greener transportation, energy and building.

Currently, just 23 per cent of the US$800 billion in annual public urban climate finance
needed by 2030 has materialised. Proposals include expanding access to urban-
dedicated finance mechanisms, such as the Green Cities Facility within the Green
Climate Fund and the Sustainable Cities program of the Global Environment Facility.

But for these resources to be effective, they must be accessible, standardised, and
tailored to the operational realities of municipal governments. Critically, they also need
to act as levers to unlock blended finance from private capital markets if cities are
going to have any hope of bridging the financing gap for mitigation and adaptation
which is estimated to be in the trillions of dollars from 2030-2050.

Another COP30 priority is the promotion of nature-based and circular economy
systems in cities. This includes measures such as wetland restoration, rewilding of
degraded areas, permeable pavement, and urban forests to reduce emissions, curb
heat, and enhance livability, especially for the most vulnerable.

While many of these approaches have gained traction in cities across Europe, they
must become the global norm.



COP30 is a pivotal opportunity not only to finally scale-up urban finance, but also to
fast-track nature-positive, climate-resilient urban development where it matters most.

Elevating cities to the centre of both the negotiation and implementation agendas is

essential to delivering a just and actionable response to the climate crisis for the
billions who live in cities and for the ecosystems they help shape.
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Cebu City Hall avoids plastic bottles, pushes use of tumbler
By: Fe Marie Dumaboc

Beginning July 1, 2025, the Local Government Unit of Cebu City will implement
stringently its Anti-Plastic Policy.

In line with this, employees of the Cebu City Hall are urged to bring their own reusable
tumbler.

The policy of the city is a step to avoid single-use plastic water bottles that have
become ubiquitous.

The improper disposal of single-use plastic water bottles have added up to the
clogging of creeks or waterways which contributes in the swelling of rivers or streams,
and flooding eventually.

The proactive participation of the Local Government Units (LGUs) and various sectors,
of the Climate Change Commission and Natural Resources Development Corporation,
aims to pad further ill effects of plastic pollution and climate change, especially to
vulnerable communities.

During the Climate Solutions Forum initiated by the European Chamber of Commerce
in the Philippines, Retired Judge Benjamin Turgano, president of the Natural
Resources Development Corporation (NRDC), seeks to achieve within three months
a shift to the use of more sustainable items or materials.

One of the mechanisms to achieve the goal is the launch of the National Coalition on
Sustainability and Regeneration that enjoins volunteerism of various sectors, such as
in the universities, local government units (LGUSs), business people, private sector,
and other stakeholders passionate about solutions to effects of climate change upon
communities.
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Policies that protect: How plans and strategic actions drive climate solutions
By: Secretary Robert EA Borje

The environment is more than just a backdrop to our daily lives — it is the very
foundation of life. It is where we live, breathe, grow food, and build communities. At its
core lies ecosystems: networks of living organisms and nonliving elements that
support and sustain one another.

Ecosystems are not separate from the environment. Rather, they are its building
blocks, and the well-being of the latter is inextricably linked to the health of these
ecosystems.

Our ecosystems feed us, protect us, and sustain our livelihoods. They provide food
through plants, animals and marine resources. They offer jobs, particularly for rural
and indigenous communities that live in close harmony with nature. They also serve
as natural defenses against climate hazards: coastal mangroves reduce storm surge
impacts, forests absorb carbon dioxide, and wetlands mitigate floods. In short, healthy
ecosystems are the foundation of a sustainable economy and a resilient society.

But this foundation is under threat. Deforestation, habitat loss, land degradation and
climate change continue to break down our natural systems. As greenhouse gas
emissions rise, we lose more of our planet’s natural carbon sinks. Forests are cleared
faster than they can regenerate, while too much carbon dioxide leads to ocean
acidification and loss of marine biodiversity. When ecosystems collapse, so do the
benefits they provide, jeopardizing food security, public health, biodiversity and
economic stability.

This crisis underscores the urgency of protecting our ecosystems and accelerating
climate action. Climate impacts are time-sensitive and compounding, requiring
immediate and coordinated solutions. We must respond with comprehensive,
inclusive, and science-based policies that protect our ecosystems and build our
resilience.

Effective policies provide structure and direction to our ecological efforts. Science-
driven and evidence-based, they ensure that actions are not only effective but also
efficient. These policies help identify the most at-risk sectors, guide investments in
adaptation and mitigation, and inform decisions that impact future generations.

The Philippine government has advanced policies such as the National Adaptation

Plan (NAP) and the Nationally Determined Contribution Implementation Plan (NDCIP).
The NAP, developed under the leadership of President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.,
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provides a framework for addressing sectoral vulnerabilities and integrating adaptation
strategies into national development.

The NDCIP, on the other hand, outlines our roadmap for reducing greenhouse gas
emissions and achieving our climate targets by 2030.

These frameworks were developed by the Climate Change Commission (CCC), the
country’s lead policy-making body on climate change, in cooperation with other
government agencies, the private sector, development partners, academe, civil
society organizations and local government units.

The CCC ensures that national and local plans align with climate priorities, providing
technical assistance, policy guidance, and capacity-building support to national
agencies and local government units (LGUS).

Other key tools include the National Climate Change Action Plan and Local Climate
Change Action Plans, both of which serve as key instruments in turning policies into
on-the-ground action. Through these plans, local governments and community leaders
can identify their vulnerabilities, craft tailored adaptation strategies, and strengthen
their resilience against climate-related risks.

For instance, Senior Fire Officer 3 Daisy Leal-Cabauatan of Nueva Vizcaya, who leads
disaster response efforts, implements the Kalikasan Warriors initiative in partnership
with the Bureau of Fire Protection, LGUs, and communities. Through tree planting and
cleanup drives, this initiative aims to strengthen resilience in the community.

In Manila, Christian John Evangelista, an astronomer-meteorologist in Disaster Risk
Reduction and Management, pioneered the Manila Project — Multi-hazard Analysis
of Nature’s Information for Localized Risk Analysis. Using geographic information
systems, he developed a public web-based application to support risk assessment
and disaster preparedness planning.

On the legislative front, Senator Loren Legarda, a long-time champion of
environmental protection, has authored key laws that serve as the foundation for
climate action. These include the Ecological Solid Waste Management Act (Republic
Act 9003); the People’s Survival Fund Act (RA 10174), a financial mechanism for
adaptation projects; and the Climate Change Act (RA 9729), which created the Climate
Change Commission. The declaration of June as Philippine Environment Month
through Proclamation No. 237 further demonstrates how policy can elevate public
awareness and inspire nationwide action.

However, even the best policies are not enough without public participation. A whole-

of-government and whole-of-society approach is essential. The private sector, civil
society organizations, academic institutions and individuals all have a role in
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amplifying and supporting climate action. While policies set the direction, participation
fuels momentum. Only through collaboration can we transform plans into progress.

This Philippine Environment Month, let us recommit ourselves to protecting our
ecosystems through sound policy and collective action. Every step we take must be
rooted in science, guided by data, and supported by the right policies. Let us sustain
the ecosystems that sustain us, and work together to build a healthier, more resilient,
and sustainable Philippines.
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Resilience plum now accepting nominations

Nominations are now open for the 3rd Philippine Resilience Awards (PRA), which
honors individuals who demonstrate exemplary commitment to advancing climate
action and building resilience against disasters.

With the theme “Kabataan at Kababaihan: Katuwang sa Paghahabi ng Isang Matatag
na Bayan,” this year's PRA highlights the vital role of youth and women in
strengthening community resilience and driving sustainable development. It
underscores how their leadership, innovation and advocacy contribute to a more
climate-smart and disaster-prepared Philippines.

“We must scale up our efforts, recognizing that these climate advocates are essential.
We need to empower them and honor the work they do,” said Senator Loren Legarda,
the pioneer behind the PRA. “They are the changemakers and innovators who will
lead our country in preparing for and responding to climate-related disasters.”

Eligible applicants must be nominated by an organization or individual — self-
nominations will not be accepted. The call is open exclusively to women and youth —
or those 15 to 30 years old as of nomination — who lead efforts in sustainability and
climate-related disaster preparedness.

Nominees must demonstrate meaningful impact and influence within their
communities, driving action and inspiring change in the face of climate challenges.

The Philippine Resilience Awards is an initiative of the Office of Senator Loren
Legarda, in collaboration with the Climate Change Commission, the Philippine
Commission on Women, National Resilience Council, SM Prime, ARISE Philippines
and the Women'’s International Network on Disaster Risk Reduction-Philippines.
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PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY

Philippine Resilience Awards 2025 Now Accepting Nominations

Nominations are now open for the 3rd Philippine Resilience Awards (PRA), which
honors individuals who demonstrate exemplary commitment to advancing climate
action and building resilience against disasters.

With the theme “Kabataan at Kababaihan: Katuwang sa Paghahabi ng Isang Matatag
na Bayan,” this year's PRA highlights the vital role of youth and women in
strengthening community resilience and driving sustainable development. It
underscores how their leadership, innovation, and advocacy contribute to a more
climate-smart and disaster-prepared Philippines.

“We must scale up our efforts, recognizing that these climate advocates are essential.
We need to empower them and honor the work they do,” said Senator Loren Legarda,
the pioneer behind the PRA. “They are the changemakers and innovators who will
lead our country in preparing for and responding to climate-related disasters.”

Eligible applicants must be nominated by an organization or individual—self-
nominations will not be accepted. The call is open exclusively to women and youth—
or those 15 to 30 years old as of nomination—who lead efforts in sustainability and
climate-related disaster preparedness.

Nominees must demonstrate meaningful impact and influence within their
communities, driving action and inspiring change in the face of climate challenges.

The Philippine Resilience Awards is an initiative of the Office of Senator Loren
Legarda, in collaboration with the Climate Change Commission, the Philippine
Commission on Women, National Resilience Council, SM Prime, ARISE Philippines,
and the Women'’s International Network on Disaster Risk Reduction — Philippines.

Nominations can be submitted through the PRA portal at the following links:

Youth category: https://www.jotform.com/form/251401390797459

Women category: https://form.jotform.com/251391412471451

The deadline for submissions is June 30, 2025.

For more information on nomination guidelines, eligibility, and submission procedures,

please visit the official Facebook page of the PRA:
https://www.facebook.com/PRAwards.PH
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PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY

CCC, GGGI push for renewable energy dev’t in PH

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) and the Global Green Growth Institute
(GGGI) have stepped up efforts to accelerate the development of renewable energy
in the Philippines through two innovative initiatives on floating solar and carbon-neutral
railways.

The projects include Advancing Renewable Energy Through Floating Solar
Photovoltaics (FPV), and Towards Carbon-Neutral Rails: Enhancing Environmental
Sustainability of the Philippines National Railways, funded through the Korea Green
New Deal Trust Fund (KGNDF) under the Republic of Korea’s Ministry of Economy
and Finance.

In a news release on Saturday, the CCC said the groundbreaking form part of the
country’s strategy toward a climate-resilient and sustainable future.

Working in close collaboration with the CCC, GGGI is supporting climate
mainstreaming, stakeholder coordination, and capacity-building for international
carbon trading under Article 6 of the Paris Agreement.

The CCC plays a central role in ensuring these projects align with national climate
goals by working with key agencies such as the Department of Energy (DOE),
Department of Transportation (DOTTr), and National Irrigation Administration (NIA).

Over recent weeks, the CCC and GGGI have taken steps to move the projects through
a series of high-level meetings and field activities.

On April 29, the “Renewable Energy Integration and Climate Governance” forum
brought together key stakeholders from national government agencies to discuss
strategies for renewable energy deployment and climate governance. The following
day, a coordination meeting at the CCC’s Commissioners’ Room to finalize
implementation plans and financing frameworks.

On June 5, GGGI and CCC met with the NIA’s Dam Planning and Design Engineer to
explore the feasibility of floating solar installations on national irrigation facilities. This
was followed by an on-site assessment at Bustos Dam in Bulacan on June 10, where
technical teams from GGGI, CCC, and NIA conducted field evaluations, with the
support of NIA Region 3 officials.

The same day, courtesy visits were made to local government units in Bustos and San

Rafael, Bulacan, successfully gaining support from community leaders. Concurrently,
a meeting with DOE’s Renewable Energy Management Bureau explored fiscal and
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non-fiscal incentives for renewable energy developers, reinforcing DOE’s strong
support for the project.

GGGl also met with Philippine National Railways (PNR) Chairperson Michael Ted
Macapagal and DOTr Assistant Secretary Michelle De Vera to advance the shift
toward carbon-neutral rail transport. A strategic planning session at the CCC in June,
led by Commissioner Albert Dela Cruz, reaffirmed the institutional commitment to
ensuring the success of both projects.

GGGl is providing full technical support, including landscape analyses, stakeholder
consultations, pre-feasibility studies, financial modeling, and capacity-building
activities. These efforts aim to build a robust foundation for renewable energy
integration and support the Philippines’ global climate leadership.

“We are immensely grateful for the CCC’s exceptional leadership and the proactive
collaboration of our national and local stakeholders,” said Kyung Nam Shin of GGGI.

“These projects represent a monumental leap toward a climate-smart Philippines,
perfectly aligned with our shared global sustainability goals.”

For his part, Dela Cruz said the “vital partnership” with GGGI strengthens the
commission’s unwavering commitment to mainstreaming climate action across all

sectors.

“It ensures that these transformative renewable energy projects will contribute directly
to a resilient and sustainable future for every Filipino,” he added.

The CCC continues to work in partnership with the private sector, local governments,
and development partners to build a greener, safer, and more resilient Philippines.
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PH Resilience Awards 2025 starts accepting hominations

Nominations are now open for the 3rd Philippine Resilience Awards (PRA), which
honors individuals who demonstrate exemplary commitment to advancing climate
action and building resilience against disasters.

With the theme “Kabataan at Kababaihan: Katuwang sa Paghahabi ng Isang Matatag
na Bayan (Youth and Women: Partners in Weaving a Strong Nation),” this year's PRA
highlights the vital role of youth and women in strengthening community resilience and
driving sustainable development.

It underscores how their leadership, innovation and advocacy contribute to a more
climate-smart and disaster-prepared Philippines.

“We must scale up our efforts, recognizing that these climate advocates are essential.
We need to empower them and honor the work they do,” Senator Loren Legarda, the
pioneer behind the PRA, said in a news release on Monday.

“They are the changemakers and innovators who will lead our country in preparing for
and responding to climate-related disasters.”

Eligible applicants must be nominated by an organization or individual and self-
nominations will not be accepted. The call is open exclusively to women and youth, or
those 15 to 30 years old as of nomination, who lead efforts in sustainability and
climate-related disaster preparedness.

Nominees must demonstrate meaningful impact and influence within their
communities, driving action and inspiring change in the face of climate challenges.

The PRA is an initiative of the Office of Senator Loren Legarda, in collaboration with
the Climate Change Commission, the Philippine Commission on Women, National
Resilience Council, SM Prime, ARISE Philippines, and the Women'’s International
Network on Disaster Risk Reduction - Philippines.

Nominations can be submitted through the PRA portal at the following links: Youth
category: https://www.jotform.com/form/251401390797459.

The deadline for submissions is June 30, 2025.
For more information on nomination guidelines, eligibility, and submission procedures,

please visit the official Facebook page of the PRA:
https://www.facebook.com/PRAwards.PH
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POWER PHILIPPINES

CCC and GGGl Roll Out Floating Solar and Carbon-Neutral Rail Projects

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) and the Global Green Growth Institute
(GGGI) are advancing two major renewable energy programs aimed at accelerating
the Philippines’ shift toward climate resilience and sustainability.

Funded through the Korea Green New Deal Trust Fund (KGNDF) under the Republic
of Korea’s Ministry of Economy and Finance, the initiatives include the development
of Floating Solar Photovoltaics (FPV) and a program for carbon-neutral railway
transport.

The projects are part of the grander effort to mainstream climate action across
Philippine infrastructure and energy sectors. The CCC, as the country’s lead
policymaking entity for climate change, is working closely with GGGI to align the
programs with national climate goals. Partner agencies include the Department of
Energy (DOE), Department of Transportation (DOTr), and the National Irrigation
Administration (NIA).

Certain critical milestones have already been reached. On April 29, the CCC hosted
the “Renewable Energy Integration and Climate Governance” forum, which brought
together stakeholders from various national agencies. The following day, a
coordination meeting was held to finalize implementation plans and funding
mechanisms.

As part of the FPV project, technical teams from CCC, GGGI, and NIA conducted a
feasibility assessment on June 10 at the Bustos Dam in Bulacan, this follows a couple
of initial consultations with NIA’s dam planning unit and courtesy visits to the local
governments of Bustos and San Rafael. The visits successfully secured support from
both the local leaders.

A parallel meeting with the DOE’s Renewable Energy Management Bureau explored
policy incentives for renewable developers, which reinforced government backing for
the project.

On the same day, discussions with Philippine National Railways (PNR) Chairman
Michael Ted Macapagal and DOTr Assistant Secretary Michelle S. De Vera supported
the second initiative, enhancing environmental sustainability in the country’s railway
system. A strategic planning session at the CCC, led by Commissioner Albert Dela
Cruz, reaffirmed the institutional commitment to both projects.
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GGGl is delivering technical support that includes pre-feasibility studies, financial
modeling, landscape analysis, and capacity-building to ensure effective
implementation.

“These projects represent a monumental leap toward a climate-smart Philippines,
perfectly aligned with our shared global sustainability goals,” said Kyung Nam Shin of
GGGl.

CCC Commissioner Albert Dela Cruz highlighted the long-term impact of the
partnership, stating: “This vital partnership with GGGI strengthens our unwavering
commitment to mainstreaming climate action across all sectors. It ensures that these
transformative renewable energy projects will contribute directly to a resilient and
sustainable future for every Filipino.”

The CCC continues to collaborate with local governments, development partners, and
the private sector to build a greener, safer, and more climate-resilient Philippines.

Follow Power Philippines on Facebook and LinkedIn or join our Viber community for
more updates.
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THE MANILA TIMES

GGG, CCC collaborate to advance renewable energy projects in the PH

THE Global Green Growth Institute (GGGI) and the Climate Change Commission
(CCC) are intensifying efforts to advance renewable energy development in the
Philippines through two innovative projects — "Advancing Renewable Energy Through
Floating Solar Photovoltaics" and "Toward Carbon-neutral Rails."

GGGl has partnered with the CCC, the lead policy-making body for climate-related
programs in the Philippines, to ensure the seamless integration of climate
mainstreaming, stakeholder coordination, and capacity building for international
carbon trading under Article 6 of the Paris Agreement.

The CCC's pivotal role includes monitoring project alignment with national climate
goals and facilitating collaboration with key government agencies such as the
Department of Energy, Department of Transportation, National Irrigation
Administration, and others.

Recent weeks have seen a flurry of productive engagements, underscoring the strong
momentum behind these initiatives.
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Gov't boosts climate action collaboration

The Climate Change Commission strengthened its partnership with civil society to
reinforce climate action programs.

The CCC last week convened a multi-sectoral consultation with representatives from
civil society, grassroots organizations, social movements, international NGOs and the
private sector to shape a future that builds the resilience of communities and value
chains.

The gathering took place a year after the official launch of WE CAN (Working to
Empower Climate Action Network), the CCC’s institutionalized engagement
mechanism with civil society organizations (CSOs).

The initiative marked a major shift in how the government engages non-state
stakeholders, transitioning from ad hoc consultations to a formal Civil Society
Assembly to ensure consistent, inclusive, and strategic collaboration.

“Today’s assembly reflects a deepening of our partnership with civil society,” said CCC
Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje. “We are proud of the progress we have made,
but we are even more committed to closing the remaining gaps. With WE CAN, we
move from episodic engagement to a sustainable, structured platform that will help
shape both local impact and global climate positioning.”

The CCC since 2022 has worked with 47 CSOs, many of which serve as umbrella
organizations with extensive grassroots networks.

In 2023 and 2024, the agency formalized engagements with six CSOs and eight
academic institutions to strengthen cooperation in priority areas. These include
capacity building for climate governance, climate impact assessment, local resilience
planning, knowledge sharing, policy development, gender mainstreaming, and local
climate risk profiling.

Similarly, the CCC is working closely with the private sector, particularly in Local
Climate Change Action Plan (LCCAP) capacity building workshops, business
leadership through climate thematic discussions, and climate campaigning.

Addressing the private sector present, Borje stated,

“You are present in communities that host your operations. Your value chains are a
main artery that brings a critical lifeline to your business,” said Borje.

“And to this, we challenge you: raise your business ambition towards a future that
builds the resilience of your communities and value chains. Position your communities
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to lead and thrive in a carbon-free economy — a green, resilient, and sustainable
future,” he added.

Beatriz Anne C. Faustino, Chief of the Strategic Partnership Division, stressed the
indispensable role of partnerships in effectively confronting the climate crisis. CCC
News

“The government cannot do it alone. A whole-of-society approach is necessary, one
that brings together various sectors to collaborate on strategies and policy
development,” she said.

“For instance, CSOs amplify the voices of communities, particularly those at the
grassroots level who are among the most vulnerable.”

She said collaborative approach helps ensure that each sector receives interventions
that are targeted and tailored to its specific needs

=END=
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