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DAILY TRIBUNE 
 
Pinoys’ academic growth stunted by climate challenges — UNICEF 
By: Gabriela Baron 
 
As the new school year started on Monday, 16 June, UNICEF Philippines is urging a 
climate-resilient approach to in-person classes. 
 
MANILA STANDARD 
 
PH reaffirms commitment to UN Charter 
By: Raymund Antonio 
 
Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) Enrique Manalo expressed the country’s 
recommitment to the United Nations (UN) Charter, emphasizing the importance of the 
rule of law and multilateralism, during his meeting with UN Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres. 
 
  

https://tribune.net.ph/2025/06/16/pinoys-academic-growth-stunted-by-climate-challenges-unicef
https://mb.com.ph/2025/06/14/ph-reaffirms-commitment-to-un-charter
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Plastic wastes impair sustainability goals 
By: Marita Moaje 
 
The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) strongly called for a 
united and urgent action against plastic pollution, citing the Philippines’ critical role in 
the global fight against environmental degradation. 
 
PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
 
Designing school buildings vs climate change 
By: Bennegreg Pamplona Siman 
 
With the opening of classes just around the corner, there is a need to address the 
design on which we base the construction of Philippine school buildings to make them 
resistant to the effects of climate change. 
 
PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY 
 
Gov’t execs, partners plant trees to fight climate change 
By: Fayette C. Riñen 
 
In a show of solidarity for the environment, nearly 250 government executives and 
employees of regional line agencies and its partner organizations recently planted and 
replanted over 500 seedlings to regenerate an area within the Central Cebu Protected 
Landscape (CCPL) in Barangay Sunog, Balamban town. 
 
THE PHILIPPINE STAR 
 
Preparedness is power 
By: Joe Zaldarriaga 
 
MANILA, Philippines — As the second half of 2025 begins, the weather has taken a 
dramatic turn. After enduring weeks of relentless heat, Filipinos now find themselves 
under gray skies, battered by days of rain and strong winds, prompting state weather 
bureau Philippine Atmospheric Geophysical Astronomical Services Administration 
(PAGASA) to officially announce… the rainy season has begun. 

 
  

https://manilastandard.net/spotlight/environmental-and-sustainability/314603903/plastic-wastes-impair-sustainability-goals.html
https://opinion.inquirer.net/183892/designing-school-buildings-vs-climate-change
https://pia.gov.ph/govt-execs-partners-plant-trees-to-fight-climate-change/
https://www.philstar.com/business/2025/06/13/2450097/preparedness-power
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CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 
DAILY TRIBUNE 
 
ADB's $400-M loan to boost Philippine marine ecosystems 
 
Asian Development Bank (ADB) President Masato Kanda announced a proposed 
$400-million loan to strengthen Philippine marine ecosystems during the 16th Brunei 
Darussalam-Indonesia-Malaysia-Philippines East Asean Growth Area Summit held on 
May 27. The loan is set for approval this year and will advance the country's blue 
economy under its National Adaptation Plan (NAP). 
 
MANILA STANDARD 
 
CCC stickers to save oceans and seas out 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) has released the “Bawal Plastik Dito!” sticker 
pack to promote awareness on ocean protection and the importance of proper waste 
management in observance of the Philippine Environment Month this month. 
 
PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY 
 
CCC Highlights Policies, Programs and Initiatives in Kalayaan 2025 Government 
Services Booth 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) participated in the recently concluded 
“Kalayaan 2025: Pampamahalaang Programa at Serbisyo Booth” held at Luneta Park 
in Manila. The event served as a platform for the CCC to showcase its flagship policies, 
programs, and initiatives that aim to build a climate-resilient Philippines. 
 
PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY 
 
CCC promotes climate literacy, sustainable practices 
By:Ruth Abbey Gita-Carlos 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) has emphasized the need to equip the public 
with adequate knowledge about climate change and its impact so that they can better 
respond to climate-induced disasters and adopt sustainable practices. 
 
  

https://www.manilatimes.net/2025/06/14/business/green-industries/adbs-400-m-loan-to-boost-philippine-marine-ecosystems/2132944
https://manilastandard.net/spotlight/environmental-and-sustainability/314603898/ccc-stickers-to-save-oceans-and-seas-out.html#google_vignette
https://pia.gov.ph/ccc-highlights-policies-programs-and-initiatives-in-kalayaan-2025-government-services-booth/
https://pia.gov.ph/ccc-highlights-policies-programs-and-initiatives-in-kalayaan-2025-government-services-booth/
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1252177
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PTV 
 
CCC highlights policies, programs, and initiatives in Kalayaan 2025 Government 
Services Booth 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) participated in the recently concluded 
“Kalayaan 2025: Pampamahalaang Programa at Serbisyo Booth” held at Luneta Park 
in Manila. The event served as a platform for the CCC to showcase its flagship policies, 
programs, and initiatives that aim to build a climate-resilient Philippines. 
 

Information and Knowledge Management Division 
 
  

https://ptvnews.ph/ccc-highlights-policies-programs-and-initiatives-in-kalayaan-2025-government-services-booth/#google_vignette
https://ptvnews.ph/ccc-highlights-policies-programs-and-initiatives-in-kalayaan-2025-government-services-booth/#google_vignette
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DAILY TRIBUNE 
 
Pinoys’ academic growth stunted by climate challenges — UNICEF 
By: Gabriela Baron 
 
As the new school year started on Monday, 16 June, UNICEF Philippines is urging a 
climate-resilient approach to in-person classes. 
 
The United Nations agency said this can be done by making the country’s Nationally 
Determined Contributions (NDCs) — the Philippines’ climate action plan under the 
Paris Agreement — child-sensitive. 
 
The government plans to submit its updated NDC ahead of the COP30 UN Climate 
Change Conference in Belém, Brazil. 
 
Children in the Philippines, who make up a third of the population, face some of the 
highest risks from climate and environmental shocks. 
 
The World Risk Index has ranked the Philippines as the most disaster-prone country 
for three years in a row. A UNICEF report also placed the Philippines as the second 
highest in climate risk for children in East Asia and the Pacific. 
 
Preliminary findings from the Second Congressional Commission on Education 
(EDCOM II) and the Philippine Institute for Development Studies show that 53 
teaching days were lost due to climate-related disruptions. 
 
This has translated to learning losses, with studies showing a decline in Math and 
Science achievement among Grade 4 students by as much as 12 to 14 percent of a 
standard deviation — equivalent to half a year of learning. 
 
Despite Republic Act 10821, which states that schools should be used as evacuation 
centers only as a last resort, they are often converted into shelters during disasters. 
 
Limited access to transport, damaged infrastructure and destroyed learning materials 
further hinder children’s education. The Department of Education also reportedly loses 
P17.98 billion annually due to exposure to high-risk hazards. 
 
“The climate crisis is not just changing the planet — it is changing children. The health 
and development of children’s brains, lungs, immune systems and other critical 
functions are affected by their environment,” said Behzad Noubary, UNICEF 
Philippines officer-in-charge. 
 
“Later is too late. We need to transform climate goals into reality for children now,” he 
added. 
 

https://tribune.net.ph/2025/06/16/pinoys-academic-growth-stunted-by-climate-challenges-unicef
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UNICEF urged the government to invest in infrastructure, curricula, teacher training 
and flexible learning systems to ensure continued access to quality education during 
climate-related disruptions. 
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MANILA STANDARD 
 
PH reaffirms commitment to UN Charter 
By: Raymund Antonio 
 
Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) Enrique Manalo expressed the country’s 
recommitment to the United Nations (UN) Charter, emphasizing the importance of the 
rule of law and multilateralism, during his meeting with UN Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres. 
 
Manalo and Guterres met on Friday, June 13, at the UN headquarters in New York to 
discuss the Philippines’ priorities and areas of cooperation with the international body. 
 
Manalo is the incoming permanent representative to the UN in New York, replacing 
current Ambassador Antonio Lagdameo by August this year. He previously held the 
position during the past administration. 
 
“Secretary Manalo reassured UNSG Guterres that the Philippines, as a founding 
member of the UN, is deeply committed to the UN Charter and the work of the UN. He 
emphasized the importance of multilateralism, international law, and the rules-based 
international order,” a statement from the DFA read. 
 
In turn, Guterres “expressed appreciation for the credible, valuable and positive 
contributions of the Philippines and confirmed the excellence of PH-UN relations.” 
 
He also thanked the Philippines for being “a solid partner” of the UN in various areas, 
such as peace and security, development, human rights, and the environment. 
 
The two officials also discussed the issue of climate change and its impact on the 
Philippines as a country that’s highly vulnerable to the impact of climate change. 
 
“They looked forward to having innovative solutions to the shortfalls in financing 
climate adaptation and the loss and damage fund,” the DFA said. 
 
The Philippines had been selected as the first host country of the board for the Loss 
and Damage Fund, which is mandated to assist developing countries in responding to 
economic and non-economic loss and damage associated with the effects of climate 
change. 
 
These effects include extreme weather events and slow onset events. 
 
“They agreed that financing and investments are needed in the Philippines to address 
its climate vulnerability,” the DFA added. 
 

https://mb.com.ph/2025/06/14/ph-reaffirms-commitment-to-un-charter
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Aside from the Philippines’ climate vulnerability and financing efforts to address these 
issues, Manalo and Guterres also tackled financing for development, peacekeeping, 
and the UN Security Council, wherein the Philippines is running for a non-permanent 
seat. 
 
In concluding their meeting, the UN official conveyed his regards to President Marcos 
and wished the Philippines a Happy Independence Day. 
 
Lagdameo and other officers of the Philippine Mission to the UN accompanied the 
DFA chief. 
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Plastic wastes impair sustainability goals 
By: Marita Moaje 
 
The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) strongly called for a 
united and urgent action against plastic pollution, citing the Philippines’ critical role in 
the global fight against environmental degradation. 
 
DENR Secretary Maria Antonia Yulo-Loyzaga said during the recent Environment and 
Natural Resources Day 2025 celebration in Makati City that strong cooperation across 
sectors and communities was the key to solving the plastic crisis. 
 
“The rapidly increasing levels of plastic pollution represent a serious global 
environmental issue that has grave consequences to the environmental, social, 
economic and health dimensions of our quest towards sustainable development,” she 
said. 
 
Loyzaga added that tackling plastic pollution demands a unified, bold and science-
based action, as it has also become a climate change issue, as most of the plastics 
used today are derived from fossil fuels. 
 
The DENR chief also said the Philippines needs more infrastructure for segregation, 
recovery and recycling to properly address the growing plastic waste problem. 
 
“We need more support, public funds and private sector’s resources and technical 
capacity to cover whole waste management services at the local government (LGU) 
level,” she said. 
 
Loyzaga said plastics release greenhouse gases (GHG) into the atmosphere, which 
degrade the environment when unmanaged. 
 
Based on studies, she said by 2050, the GHG emissions from plastic could reach 56 
gigatons, which she said is equivalent to 10 percent to 13 percent of the entire 
remaining carbon budget. 
 
According to the UN Environment Program (UNEP), plastic production has risen 
exponentially in the last decades, estimated to be at around 400 million tons per year, 
and this figure is set to double by 2040. 
 
Loyzaga said the Philippines currently produces around 61,000 metric tons of solid 
waste daily, of which 12 percent to 24 percent comprises plastic. 
 
“Filipinos utilize, take note, 163 million plastic sachet packets, 48 million shopping 
bags and 45 million thin-film bags daily. Thirty three percent of that waste finds its way 
into landfills and dumpsites, and around 35 percent is leaked into the open 
environment and into our oceans,” she said. 

https://manilastandard.net/spotlight/environmental-and-sustainability/314603903/plastic-wastes-impair-sustainability-goals.html
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Loyzaga stressed that the Philippines is one of the world’s reported highest 
contributors to plastic waste. 
 
Yulo-Loyzaga said the DENR is now working with concerned stakeholders, including 
multilateral development banks, such as the Asian Development Bank (ADB) and non-
government organizations (NGO) partners such as Clean Rivers of the UAE’s Zayed 
Foundation (Erth Zayed Philanthropies), to rehabilitate important historical, cultural 
and economic areas such as the Pasig River, Laguna de Bay and Manila Bay.Marita 
Moaje, PNA 
 
She added the DENR was enforcing the Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) 
Law, which requires companies to collect and recycle 80 percent of their plastic 
packaging by 2028. 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
 
Designing school buildings vs climate change 
By: Bennegreg Pamplona Siman 
 
With the opening of classes just around the corner, there is a need to address the 
design on which we base the construction of Philippine school buildings to make them 
resistant to the effects of climate change. 
 
The effects of climate change include economic losses, threats to biodiversity, food 
security challenges, public health risks, and increased susceptibility for marginalized 
groups. Apart from such threats, education in the Philippines is also highly affected 
because of the frequent suspension of classes due to extreme weather conditions that 
could pose serious threat to learners. 
 
In the past 10 years, destructive typhoons have become significant manifestations of 
climate change. Excessive and serious flooding renders roads and even schools 
constructed in low lying areas inaccessible. Moreover, in the past three years, a higher 
heat index has posed a major problem for Filipino learners. 
 
Such concerns have led to studies that advocate designing climate-resilient public 
schools with modern, climate-adaptive features to enable school structures to better 
withstand and recover from climate-related disruptions. This will not only improve 
resilience but also ensure that students can continue their education without being 
severely affected by any weather disturbance. 
 
It is important to note that the link between high temperatures and poor learning 
outcomes is well-documented. Several studies show that extreme heat, especially 
when sustained over several hours, negatively affects cognitive functions, leading to 
lower test scores and reduced learning retention. A study of United States’ high school 
students published in the American Economic Journal in 2020 found that they 
performed worse on standardized tests when they were exposed to higher 
temperatures. The research also found that much of the adverse effects of high 
temperatures on learning could be mitigated by air conditioning (if schools have it). 
However, a significant portion of the electricity used for cooling comes from burning 
fossil fuels such as coal, which contributes to global warming. Therefore, building 
climate-resilient schools is the only sustainable solution. 
 
Unicef has initiated the mission to build disaster-resilient schools by proposing 
innovations that reimagine how school buildings are designed and constructed to 
withstand a number of phenomena which are the direct results of climate change. 
Among these are earthquakes, extreme flooding in low-lying areas, destructive winds, 
and recently, a high heat index. If the Unicef’s building designs are taken into 

https://opinion.inquirer.net/183892/designing-school-buildings-vs-climate-change
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consideration, they can provide global standards which will ensure resilience, 
sustainability, and protection against any physical threat. 
 
The Department of Public Works and Highways is already promoting climate-resilient 
infrastructure projects to enhance the durability and safety of the country’s facilities. 
Furthermore, in 2024, Finance Secretary Ralph G. Recto sealed a financing 
agreement with the World Bank–International Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development to rebuild over 3,000 climate-resilient schools damaged by typhoons to 
support students’ learning needs. The Infrastructure for Safer and Resilient Schools 
Project involves the repair, rehabilitation, retrofitting, and reconstruction of school 
facilities affected by natural hazards between 2019 and 2023 in all regions outside 
Metro Manila. 
 
In today’s fast-paced world where extreme climate conditions such as a higher heat 
index are becoming more prevalent, resilience is one of the key solutions we can adapt 
to address these problems. While it may not completely stop the pressing issue of 
climate change, it can help mitigate its impact. This approach will not only benefit 
Filipino students but also support Filipino communities in adapting to the detrimental 
effects of climate change. 
 
Finally, we must understand that we all have a role to play in addressing climate 
change, and that the time to act is now. By advocating and promoting designs to build 
climate change-resilient infrastructures, we can build schools and communities that 
can resist earthquakes, extreme heat, and stronger typhoons to ensure a safer future 
for Filipino children. 
 
No one can solve this crisis alone—every effort matters, whether in adopting 
sustainable practices and way of doing things at home or advocating for climate-
adaptive policies, in this case, in the way we design and build climate-change adaptive 
school buildings. Each step brings us closer to protecting our families and communities 
from natural dangers. Let’s take action now, for the sake of Filipino learners by giving 
them schools that will shelter and protect them, no matter the environmental condition 
our country may have at a specific moment. 
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PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY 
 
Gov’t execs, partners plant trees to fight climate change 
By: Fayette C. Riñen 
 
In a show of solidarity for the environment, nearly 250 government executives and 
employees of regional line agencies and its partner organizations recently planted and 
replanted over 500 seedlings to regenerate an area within the Central Cebu Protected 
Landscape (CCPL) in Barangay Sunog, Balamban town. 
 
The activity was in line with the Environment Month celebration in June. 
 
Beyond tree planting, the group ensured that these seeds will mature to aid in the 
reforestation of the coverage area through a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) 
among the stakeholders. 
 
On June 5, in observance of the World Environment Day, the Central Visayas Regional 
Development Council (RDC), Association of Regional Executives of National Agencies 
(ARENA), and the Philinsure –a Philippine-based insurance intermediary – entered 
into a MOA to sustain the greening of the RDC Siete Ta Forest Park located within the 
CCPL in Balamban under the RDC 7 Tree-Forest Community Program. 
 
“We are not just planting trees here. We fully commit to let these trees grow, as we 
want to restore the forest which helps build a sustainable environment,” said ARENA 
7 President Salustiano Jimenez, regional director of Department of Education Central 
Visayas. 
 
Under the MOA, Philinsure will provide funds for the annual maintenance of up to two 
hectares of the RDC Siete Ta Forest Park from 2024 until 2028 or for a five-year period 
with a total amount of P70,000. 
 
Upon endorsement of the RDC Central Visayas, Philinsure will release the committed 
funds. 
 
The RDC Siete Ta Forest Park, a two-hectare area in Balamban town located 64 kms. 
northwest of Cebu City, was launched in September last year where 1,000 seedlings 
were planted. 
 
In the concept of “tree growing” of an adopted forest patch, last week’s tree growing 
activity is an offshoot of the first tree planting activity in 2024 where over 1,000 
seedlings were initially planted, said Jennifer Bretaña, regional director of Department 
of Economy, Planning, and Development (DepDev) here. 
 
According to the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), a total 
of 244 participants from 23 agencies and organizations joined the tree planting last 
week. 
 
Seedlings planted consist of fruit, indigenous and Dipterocarp tree species. 
 

https://pia.gov.ph/govt-execs-partners-plant-trees-to-fight-climate-change/
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The activity included the maintenance (ring weeding) of surviving seedlings planted in 
September 2024. 
 
DENR Central Visayas Regional Director Paquito D. Melicor, Jr. said the combined 
efforts for reforestation is a crucial aspect of the National Greening Program (NGP), 
which is a priority of the Marcos administration. 
 
“Greening the environment is a significant step towards mitigating the impact of climate 
change by expanding forest cover that serves as a carbon sink,” said Melicor. 
 
Melicor added that growing trees is also a pivotal measure to ensure water security, 
as trees regulate water cycle and prevent flooding, contributing to a more reliable and 
sustainable water supply. 
 
Other objectives of the NGP include poverty reduction, food security, and ensuring 
sustainable management of natural resources through conservation, protection and 
productivity enhancement, according to Melicor. 
 
Bretaña said the MOU manifested the importance of collaboration and partnership to 
achieve the goals of the NGP by working together for a common advocacy. 
 
“Through teamwork, anything is possible as we express our heartfelt gratitude to our 
champions of tree growers,” said Bretaña, as DEPDev serves as secretariat of the 
RDC. 
 
RDC Central Visayas is tasked to conduct periodic monitoring and evaluation of the 
maintenance and protection activities of the adopted site with the assistance of DENR, 
as stipulated under the MOA. 
 
The forest park, however, is being managed and protected by the Barangay Unity Key 
to Integrated Development – Multipurpose Cooperative (BUKID-MPC). 
 
BUKID-MPC is a local organization granted a Protected Area Community-Based 
Resource Management Agreement by the DENR that authorized the group to be the 
on-site steward of the forest park. 
 
The cooperative is tasked with responsibilities such as ensuring the survival and 
growth of the planted trees and actively engaging local communities in long-term forest 
protection and rehabilitation efforts that contribute to ecological restoration, enhancing 
watershed health, and environmental resilience. 
 
President Ferdinand Marcos, Jr. previously said that planting trees help reduce the 
impacts of climate change, as he called for unity in efforts to address global warming. 
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THE PHILIPPINE STAR 
 
Preparedness is power 
By: Joe Zaldarriaga 
 
MANILA, Philippines — As the second half of 2025 begins, the weather has taken a 
dramatic turn. After enduring weeks of relentless heat, Filipinos now find themselves 
under gray skies, battered by days of rain and strong winds, prompting state weather 
bureau Philippine Atmospheric Geophysical Astronomical Services Administration 
(PAGASA) to officially announce… the rainy season has begun. 
 
But this year, the announcement carries more than just a change in weather, it signals 
a deepening crisis that we can no longer afford to ignore. With climate change 
intensifying weather patterns, the risks we face today have become more 
unpredictable and more destructive than before. 
 
Just last weekend, we witnessed how a few hours of ordinary downpour were enough 
to cause widespread flooding, stranding vehicles and forcing families in some areas 
to leave their homes. 
 
This isn’t the exception anymore. It’s becoming our new reality. 
 
In a country that faces an average of 20 typhoons a year, coupled with increasingly 
erratic weather patterns, complacency is not an option. Last weekend was a wake-up 
call: the time to prepare is now, before we bear the brunt of powerful storms. 
 
Nowadays, preparing for the rainy season has become (or if not yet, should be) an 
essential part of our lives. And we’re not just talking about bringing an umbrella when 
going out of the house or stocking up on canned goods. It’s about preparing our 
homes- inspecting roofs for leaks, clearing out gutters, and securing lightweight 
materials that can be blown away by strong winds. At Meralco, we always remind 
customers to practice electrical safety. This is critical, especially during the rainy 
season- one faulty outlet during flooding can spell the difference between life and 
death. 
 
Beyond preparing our homes, equally important as well is protecting our health. 
Historically, the rainy season is associated with spikes in illnesses associated with the 
cold weather and damp conditions such as influenza, pneumonia, and dengue. This 
underscores the importance of getting vaccinated, especially for the elderly and those 
with weakened immune systems and maintaining a basic medicine supply at home. 
Ensuring clean drinking water and removing potential mosquito breeding sites can do 
a lot for one’s health and well-being this season. 
 
Rainy season preparedness goes beyond the household level. The national 
government and local government units (LGUs) both play critical roles in preparing 
communities through disaster preparedness, public information drives, and medical 
missions to prevent the spread of diseases, particularly water-borne ones. 
 

https://www.philstar.com/business/2025/06/13/2450097/preparedness-power
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The national government bears the responsibility of leading our country’s preparations 
for the rainy season and ensuring that LGUs are well-equipped to respond swiftly and 
effectively to the needs of communities. This includes ensuring timely and seamless 
coordination among critical agencies like PAGASA, National Disaster Risk Reduction 
and Management Council (NDRRMC), and the Department of Social Welfare and 
Development (DSWD), and LGUs. 
 
To ensure readiness this rainy season, President Marcos’ administration is 
implementing the Buong Bansa Handa (BBH) program, particularly in areas prone to 
storms and flooding. The program aims to synergize government and private sector 
resources for better disaster preparedness and response. 
 
Local governments play a frontline role in disaster preparedness, and one of the most 
immediate and effective actions they can take is organizing clean-up drives in flood-
prone areas. Clearing drainage systems and preventing trash buildup can significantly 
reduce the risk of urban flooding. Beyond this, LGUs must ensure that evacuation 
centers and recue equipment are ready, emergency supplies are well-stocked, and 
coordination protocols with barangays are revisited. Timely dissemination of weather 
alerts and evacuation notices, especially during typhoons, can make the difference 
between safety and tragedy. 
 
Offering health services like flu vaccination and information programs on how to 
prevent common diseases during the rainy season such as dengue also help protect 
communities particularly vulnerable populations such as the children and the elderly. 
 
Beyond physical preparation, a strong and sustained public awareness campaign is 
essential to strengthen community readiness against the impact of heavy rains and 
strong winds. People need to know what to do in case of flooding, when and where to 
evacuate, and who to contact in case of emergencies. This knowledge can save lives 
– and it must be accessible to all, especially the most vulnerable. 
 
We cannot control the weather, but we can control how ready we are… and readiness 
starts with each of us. Let’s demand better systems, support local preparedness 
efforts, and educate ourselves and our neighbors. If we work together to improve our 
readiness as a country, we can weather the challenges this rainy season. 
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CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 
DAILY TRIBUNE 
 
ADB's $400-M loan to boost Philippine marine ecosystems 
 
Asian Development Bank (ADB) President Masato Kanda announced a proposed 
$400-million loan to strengthen Philippine marine ecosystems during the 16th Brunei 
Darussalam-Indonesia-Malaysia-Philippines East Asean Growth Area Summit held on 
May 27. The loan is set for approval this year and will advance the country's blue 
economy under its National Adaptation Plan (NAP). 
 
The NAP serves as the Philippines' primary policy tool for building long-term climate 
resilience. It guides adaptation strategies focused on vulnerable communities and 
ecosystems. Part of its program includes safeguarding vital coastal habitats such as 
mangroves, coral reefs, seagrass beds and other ecosystems with strong adaptation 
potential. 
 
Robert Borje, Climate Change Commission executive director, described the financial 
assistance as a crucial step toward the NAP's implementation: "The funding presents 
a great opportunity to bolster our oceans and ecosystems, which are among our most 
important natural defenses against the climate crisis." 
 
Based on the NAP assessment, ecosystems provide critical protection against climate 
hazards and contribute billions of pesos annually through ecosystem services. 
Fisheries, which form part of these ecosystems, are a major source of livelihood and 
contribute to 75 percent of the food consumed in the country, which is sourced locally. 
 
However, the assessment also indicated that these natural systems are increasingly 
at risk due to human-induced activities and climate-related impacts. This underscores 
the urgency of conserving and protecting our oceans to secure food sources, 
community resilience and sustainable development. 
  

https://www.manilatimes.net/2025/06/14/business/green-industries/adbs-400-m-loan-to-boost-philippine-marine-ecosystems/2132944
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MANILA STANDARD 
 
CCC stickers to save oceans and seas out 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) has released the “Bawal Plastik Dito!” sticker 
pack to promote awareness on ocean protection and the importance of proper waste 
management in observance of the Philippine Environment Month this month. 
 
The initiative supports this year’s theme, “Ending Global Plastic Pollutions,” which 
underscores the urgent need for bold action against the escalating plastic crisis that 
threatens ecosystems, biodiversity and public health. 
 
Available on Viber and Telegram, the sticker pack features ocean-themed designs that 
highlight the dangers of plastic pollution in marine ecosystems. 
 
Each year, up to 10 million metric tons of plastic end up in the ocean, accounting for 
80 percent of all marine pollution. An estimated 50 trillion to 75 trillion pieces of plastic 
and microplastics now circulate in our oceans. 
 
“The amount of plastic waste in the ocean is alarming, considering that it generally 
takes 500 to 1,000 years for them to degrade,” said CCC Executive Director Robert 
E.A. Borje. 
 
“Ocean clean-up should be our last resort. What we do—immediately—is to reject 
single-use plastics and ramp up our waste management system in our households 
and communities,” he said. 
 
He said under the leadership of President Ferdinand Marcos Jr., “we have 
developed the National Adaptation Plan (NAP) to point us in the right direction when 
dealing with the plastics challenge that exacerbates our climate crisis.” 
 
The NAP outlines a whole-of-nation approach to addressing the country’s 
vulnerability to climate change and disaster risks. It is aligned with the Philippine 
Action Plan for Sustainable Consumption and Production (PAP4SCP), and supports 
the implementation of key policies, such as the Extended Producer Responsibility 
(EPR) Act, which mandates large companies to manage the lifecycle of their plastic 
packaging waste. 
 
The sticker pack also serves as a show of support for the Third UN Ocean 
Conference (UNOC3), which took place from June 9 to 13 in Nice, France.CCC 
News 
 
To download the “Bawal Plastik Dito!” sticker pack and know more about CCC’s 
programs and activities, visit https://linktr.ee/cccphl. CCC News 

https://manilastandard.net/spotlight/environmental-and-sustainability/314603898/ccc-stickers-to-save-oceans-and-seas-out.html#google_vignette
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PHILIPPINE INFORMATION AGENCY 
 
CCC Highlights Policies, Programs and Initiatives in Kalayaan 2025 Government 
Services Booth 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) participated in the recently concluded 
“Kalayaan 2025: Pampamahalaang Programa at Serbisyo Booth” held at Luneta Park 
in Manila. The event served as a platform for the CCC to showcase its flagship policies, 
programs, and initiatives that aim to build a climate-resilient Philippines. 
 
The booth highlighted the People’s Survival Fund (PSF), a financing mechanism that 
provides grants for climate adaptation projects, and the Climate Change Expenditure 
Tagging (CCET), a tool used to identify and track government expenditures related 
to climate action. 
 
Recognizing the importance of raising public awareness, the CCC also featured 
programs such as the Philippine Resilience Awards (PRA), an award-giving body that 
promotes resilience against climate-related disasters, where the agency serves as an 
implementing partner. 
 
“Our policies, programs and initiatives are designed to help the country, especially 
vulnerable communities, to build resilience against the impacts of climate change,” 
said CCC Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje. 
 
The Kalayaan 2025 booths brought together various national government agencies to 
present their programs and services to the public. The initiative aimed to bring the 
government closer to the people by highlighting each agency’s mandate and role in 
nation-building. 
 
Borje emphasized the importance of such events in bridging the gap between the 
government and the public. “These booths help our fellow citizens understand what 
the government is doing. For instance, our agency may be small, but we carry out 
critical work. Climate change is one of the most pressing issues today, and yet not 
everyone is aware of the urgency to act,” he noted. 
 
“This event provides valuable exposure not only for our agency, but also for other small 
offices that play crucial roles in driving sustainable development,” he added. 
 
The activity, which ran from June 10 to 11, was organized by the National Historical 
Commission of the Philippines (NHCP) as part of the lead-up to the celebration of 
Independence Day. 
 
Hundreds of visitors, including students, families, and professionals, flocked to the 
CCC booth to learn more about the Commission’s initiatives. 

https://pia.gov.ph/ccc-highlights-policies-programs-and-initiatives-in-kalayaan-2025-government-services-booth/
https://pia.gov.ph/ccc-highlights-policies-programs-and-initiatives-in-kalayaan-2025-government-services-booth/
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As part of the booth activities, guests were invited to take part in short climate 
quizzes, with eco-friendly prizes such as plantable pencils, cup coasters, and other 
sustainable items up for grabs. 
 
Other agencies also participated, including the Department of Science and 
Technology (DOST), Department of Energy (DOE), and the Metropolitan Manila 
Development Authority (MMDA), to promote government services and guide the public 
toward sustainable practices. 
 
The CCC booth also featured its recently launched “Bawal Plastik Dito” sticker pack, 
which can be downloaded through this link: linktr.ee/cccphl. 
 
In observance of Independence Day, on June 12, the CCC also joined the flag-raising 
ceremony held at Rizal Park, led by President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr., alongside 
representatives from various national government agencies. 
 
The commemoration included a solemn wreath-laying rite at the monument of Dr. Jose 
Rizal and the Kalayaan Parade, honoring the country’s heroes and celebrating the 
nation’s independence under the theme “Kalayaan, Kinabukasan, Kasaysayan.” 
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PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY 
 
CCC promotes climate literacy, sustainable practices 
By:Ruth Abbey Gita-Carlos 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) has emphasized the need to equip the public 
with adequate knowledge about climate change and its impact so that they can better 
respond to climate-induced disasters and adopt sustainable practices. 
 
In observance of the 127th anniversary of the Philippine independence on June 12, 
the CCC joined other government agencies put up booths at Rizal Park in Manila on 
June 10 and 11 to showcase their services. 
 
The CCC promoted its flagship policies, programs and initiatives aimed at building a 
climate-resilient Philippines. 
 
“Our policies, programs and initiatives are designed to help the country, especially 
vulnerable communities, to build resilience against the impacts of climate change,” 
CCC Executive Director Robert Borje said in a news release on Saturday. 
 
“These booths help our fellow citizens understand what the government is doing. For 
instance, our agency may be small, but we carry out critical work. Climate change is 
one of the most pressing issues today, and yet not everyone is aware of the urgency 
to act,” he noted. 
 
Borje stressed the importance of the event in bridging the gap between the 
government and the public, giving the CCC the exposure as it plays a crucial role in 
driving sustainable development. 
 
Based on the CCC’s estimate, hundreds of students, families and professionals visited 
the booth to learn more about the commission’s initiatives and take part in short climate 
quizzes. 
 
Recognizing the importance of raising public awareness, the CCC also featured 
programs such as the Philippine Resilience Awards (PRA), an award-giving body that 
promotes resilience against climate-related disasters, where the agency serves as an 
implementing partner. 
 
The booth highlighted the People’s Survival Fund (PSF), a financing mechanism that 
provides grants for climate adaptation projects, as well as the Climate Change 
Expenditure Tagging, a tool used to identify and track government expenditures 
related to climate action. 
 

https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1252177
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The CCC booth also featured its recently launched "Bawal Plastik Dito" sticker pack, 
which can be downloaded through linktr.ee/cccphl. 
 
On Tuesday, the CCC convened a multi-sectoral consultation with representatives 
from civil society, grassroots organizations, social movements, international national 
government organizations and private sector to further strengthen climate action 
through participatory climate governance. 
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PTV 
 
CCC highlights policies, programs, and initiatives in Kalayaan 2025 Government 
Services Booth 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) participated in the recently concluded 
“Kalayaan 2025: Pampamahalaang Programa at Serbisyo Booth” held at Luneta Park 
in Manila. The event served as a platform for the CCC to showcase its flagship policies, 
programs, and initiatives that aim to build a climate-resilient Philippines. 
 
The booth highlighted the People’s Survival Fund (PSF), a financing mechanism that 
provides grants for climate adaptation projects, and the Climate Change Expenditure 
Tagging (CCET), a tool used to identify and track government expenditures related to 
climate action. 
 
Recognizing the importance of raising public awareness, the CCC also featured 
programs such as the Philippine Resilience Awards (PRA), an award-giving body that 
promotes resilience against climate-related disasters, where the agency serves as an 
implementing partner. 
 
“Our policies, programs and initiatives are designed to help the country, especially 
vulnerable communities, to build resilience against the impacts of climate change,” 
CCC Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje said. 
 
The Kalayaan 2025 booths brought together various national government agencies to 
present their programs and services to the public. The initiative aimed to bring the 
government closer to the people by highlighting each agency’s mandate and role in 
nation-building. 
 
Borje emphasized the importance of such events in bridging the gap between the 
government and the public. “These booths help our fellow citizens understand what 
the government is doing. For instance, our agency may be small, but we carry out 
critical work. Climate change is one of the most pressing issues today, and yet not 
everyone is aware of the urgency to act,” he noted. 
 
“This event provides valuable exposure not only for our agency, but also for other small 
offices that play crucial roles in driving sustainable development,” he added. 
 
The activity, which ran from June 10 to 11, was organized by the National Historical 
Commission of the Philippines (NHCP) as part of the lead-up to the celebration of 
Independence Day. 
 
Hundreds of visitors, including students, families, and professionals, flocked to the 
CCC booth to learn more about the Commission’s initiatives. 

https://ptvnews.ph/ccc-highlights-policies-programs-and-initiatives-in-kalayaan-2025-government-services-booth/#google_vignette
https://ptvnews.ph/ccc-highlights-policies-programs-and-initiatives-in-kalayaan-2025-government-services-booth/#google_vignette


24 

As part of the booth activities, guests were invited to take part in short climate quizzes, 
with eco-friendly prizes such as plantable pencils, cup coasters, and other sustainable 
items up for grabs. 
 
Other agencies also participated, including the Department of Science and 
Technology (DOST), Department of Energy (DOE), and the Metropolitan Manila 
Development Authority (MMDA), to promote government services and guide the public 
toward sustainable practices. 
 
The CCC booth also featured its recently launched “Bawal Plastik Dito” sticker pack, 
which can be downloaded through this link: linktr.ee/cccphl. 
 
In observance of Independence Day on June 12, the CCC also joined the flag-raising 
ceremony held at Rizal Park, led by President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr., alongside 
representatives from various national government agencies. 
 
The commemoration included a solemn wreath-laying rite at the monument of Dr. Jose 
Rizal and the Kalayaan Parade, honoring the country’s heroes and celebrating the 
nation’s independence under the theme “Kalayaan, Kinabukasan, Kasaysayan.”  
  

=END=  
 


