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BUSINESS WORLD

May was world’s 2nd hottest on record, EU scientists say

The world experienced its second-warmest May since records began this year, a
month in which climate change fueled a record-breaking heatwave in Greenland,
scientists said on Wednesday.

DAILY TRIBUNE

DA, PAGASA rollout climate tools
By: Jason mago

In a significant move to bolster the resilience of its agricultural sector against climate
change, the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services
Administration (PAGASA) is — for the first time — training other government agencies
in agrometeorology, the science of applying weather and climate data to agriculture.


https://www.bworldonline.com/world/2025/06/11/678543/may-was-worlds-2nd-hottest-on-record-eu-scientists-say/
https://tribune.net.ph/2025/06/10/da-pagasa-rollout-climate-tools

ECO BUSINESS

The late pope and the Paris Agreement
By: Xiao Hei

On the final Saturday of April 2025, the 266th pope was given a “low-key” funeral
and laid to rest in Rome. That it be low-key was one of Francis’ last wishes.

GMA NEWS
WMO: PH had record-breaking temperatures:; over double the average

cyclones from Sept. to Nov. 2024
By: Lou Albano

The Philippines experienced extreme weather events — a result of human-induced
climate change — all throughout 2024, a report by the World Meteorological
Organization revealed.

PHILIPPINE INFOMRATION AGENCY

Legarda highlights spirit of freedom amid climate, cultural, educational

challenges
By: Marie Joy S. Carbungco

Senator Loren Legarda called on all Filipinos to embody the true essence of freedom,
not just as a historical milestone, but as a daily commitment to promote justice,
inclusion, and national dignity.

PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY

Bracing for rainy days ahead
By: Joe Zaldarriaga

Rainy season in the Philippines has begun, and for many Filipinos, this time of the
year brings a familiar feeling of worry and uncertainty. With climate change intensifying
weather patterns, the risks we face today have become more unpredictable and more
destructive than before.


https://www.eco-business.com/news/the-late-pope-and-the-paris-agreement/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/scitech/science/949201/ph-experienced-record-breaking-temperatures-more-than-double-the-average-cyclones-from-sept-to-nov-2024-w/story/
https://www.gmanetwork.com/news/scitech/science/949201/ph-experienced-record-breaking-temperatures-more-than-double-the-average-cyclones-from-sept-to-nov-2024-w/story/
https://pia.gov.ph/legarda-highlights-spirit-of-freedom-amid-climate-cultural-educational-challenges/
https://pia.gov.ph/legarda-highlights-spirit-of-freedom-amid-climate-cultural-educational-challenges/
https://www.pna.gov.ph/opinion/pieces/1060-bracing-for-rainy-days-ahead
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PH close to ‘upper middle-income’ status, but is behind climate action goals
By: Lian Buan and lya Gozum

The Philippines is inching “closer” to becoming an upper middle-income country, but
is behind its climate action goals, according to the 2024 progress report of both the
United Nations (UN) and the national government.

UN NEWS

Guterres calls for an end to ocean ‘plunder’ as UN summit opens in France
By: By Fabrice Robinet

“The ocean is the ultimate shared resource,” he told delegates gathered at the port
of Nice. “But we are failing it.”

CCC IN THE NEWS:
DAILY TRIBUNE

CCC promotes ocean protection via chat stickers

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) launched the “Bawal Plastik Dito!” sticker
pack on Viber and Telegram to mark Philippine Environment Month and raise
awareness about ocean protection and waste management.

PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY

CCC ramps up anti-plastic pollution drive via digital stickers
By: Marita Moaje

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) has taken the fight against plastic pollution
to messaging apps with the launch of its new digital sticker pack dubbed “Bawal Plastik
Dito!” as it marks Philippine Environment Month this June.

Information and Knowledge Management Division


https://www.rappler.com/philippines/un-report-upper-middle-income-status-behind-climate-action-goals/
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May was world’s 2nd hottest on record, EU scientists say

The world experienced its second-warmest May since records began this year, a
month in which climate change fueled a record-breaking heatwave in Greenland,
scientists said on Wednesday.

Last month was Earth’s second-warmest May on record — exceeded only by May
2024 — rounding out the northern hemisphere’s second hottest March-May spring on
record, the European Union’s (EU) Copernicus Climate Change Service (C3S) said in
a monthly bulletin.

Global surface temperatures last month averaged 1.4 degrees Celsius higher than in
the 1850-1900 pre-industrial period, when humans began burning fossil fuels on an
industrial scale, C3S said.

That broke a run of extraordinary heat, in which 21 of the last 22 months had an
average global temperature exceeding 1.5C above pre-industrial times — although
scientists warned this break was unlikely to last.

“Whilst this may offer a brief respite for the planet, we do expect the 1.5C threshold to
be exceeded again in the near future due to the continued warming of the climate
system,” said C3S director Carlo Buontempo.

The main cause of climate change is greenhouse gas emissions from burning fossil
fuels. Last year was the planet’s hottest on record.

A separate study, published by the World Weather Attribution group of climate
scientists on Wednesday, found that human-caused climate change made a record-
breaking heatwave in Iceland and Greenland last month about 3C hotter than it
otherwise would have been — contributing to a huge additional melting of Greenland’s
ice sheet.

“Even cold-climate countries are experiencing unprecedented temperatures,” said
Sarah Kew, study co-author and researcher at the Royal Netherlands Meteorological
Institute.

The global threshold of 1.5C is the limit of warming which countries vowed under the
Paris climate agreement to try to prevent, to avoid the worst consequences of
warming.

The world has not yet technically breached that target — which refers to an average
global temperature of 1.5C over decades.


https://www.bworldonline.com/world/2025/06/11/678543/may-was-worlds-2nd-hottest-on-record-eu-scientists-say/

However, some scientists have said it can no longer realistically be met, and have
urged governments to cut CO2 emissions faster, to limit the overshoot and the fueling
of extreme weather.

C3S’s records go back to 1940, and are cross-checked with global temperature
records going back to 1850. —
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DA, PAGASA rollout climate tools
By: Jason mago

In a significant move to bolster the resilience of its agricultural sector against climate
change, the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services
Administration (PAGASA) is — for the first time — training other government agencies
in agrometeorology, the science of applying weather and climate data to agriculture.

This initiative is part of the Adapting Philippine Agriculture to Climate Change (APA)
Project, a landmark collaboration led by the Department of Agriculture (DA),
Department of Science and Technology, PAGASA and the United Nations Food and
Agriculture Organization, with funding from the Green Climate Fund.

From 19 to 30 May, the Basic Agrometeorology Training brought together over 40
technical staff from various DA units and regional offices. The training focused on
translating complex weather data into clear, actionable information for farmers.

“The farmers and fisherfolk are the most vulnerable and the poorest,” said U-Nichols
Manalo, DA assistant secretary for Operations and national project director. “We are
now forced to move away from the business-as-usual approach in helping these
sectors through weather and climate information that they can better understand and
apply in daily activities.”

This marks a crucial shift in how the government delivers climate services. Instead of
siloed efforts, the APA Project fosters inter-agency collaboration to provide farmer-
friendly advisories and decision tools rooted in science.

The overarching goal is to equip producers with better information to make informed
choices before, during and after climate shocks such as typhoons and droughts.

Despite the abundance of technical forecasts, many farmers have struggled to access
usable information. The APA Project aims to bridge this gap, ensuring data is not just
available, but actionable.

“The APA Project shifts our approach from reactive to proactive, building climate
resilience through better information, stronger institutions, and empowered
communities,” DoST Secretary Renato Solidum said in a video message.


https://tribune.net.ph/2025/06/10/da-pagasa-rollout-climate-tools

ECO BUSINESS

The late pope and the Paris Agreement
By: Xiao Hei

On the final Saturday of April 2025, the 266th pope was given a “low-key” funeral
and laid to rest in Rome. That it be low-key was one of Francis’ last wishes.

He wanted a simpler process incurring lower costs, with The Holy See’s coffers
untroubled. The choice of final resting place as the Basilica Santa Maria Maggiore in
Rome, rather than Saint Peter’s Basilica in the Vatican, also reflected the man’s
modesty.

Of course, a truly low-key funeral may be unrealistic for any pontiff. Around 250,000
people attended the funeral mass, amongst them delegations from 130 countries, 50
of which were led by heads of state.

We saw President of Ukraine Volodymyr Zelenskyy sitting knee-to-knee with his
United States counterpart, Donald Trump, in St Peter’s Basilica, followed by Trump
shaking hands outside with the French president, Emmanuel Macron. In the front row
sat President Milei of Argentina, Pope Francis’ homeland.

In the Chinese-language world, coverage of the pope’s death and funeral was muted
— certainly low-key. But as we prepare to celebrate the 10-year anniversary of the
Paris Agreement and hail the importance of continued multilateralism, | think we in the
Chinese-language world must remember the vital contribution that Pope Francis made
to that deal.

2015: ‘On care for our common home’
Pope Francis became head of the Catholic church in 2013. In May 2015, he published
an encyclical (a papal letter to the church’s bishops) titled Laudato Si (Praise be to

you).

Its subtitle, “On care for our common home”, signalled its environmental focus. That
year was an important one for climate negotiations. By the end of it, the world was due
to agree on new climate change cooperation arrangements “applicable to all parties”.

Though this was the pope’s second encyclical, his first had primarily continued his
predecessor’s work. The 2015 encyclical was not only the first to represent Pope
Francis’ own views, but the first ever to focus on the planet rather than just humanity.
This decision made a big impact.

Responses came in from around the world. Scientists were particularly welcoming. In
October of that year, the scientific journal Nature Climate Change paid tribute to the


https://www.eco-business.com/news/the-late-pope-and-the-paris-agreement/

pope in a special issue. Science and religion, as the pope had advocated, set aside
their differences and started to talk.

The encyclical, which is 184 pages long, gets stuck into the environmental crisis
immediately after the preamble. It also covers air and water pollution and biodiversity
loss, but gives the climate crisis a special focus.

The letter does not reference the UN’s Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC) by name, but paragraphs 23 and 24 mention the “very solid scientific
consensus” that the climate is changing unnaturally quickly, primarily due to human
activity. This alludes to the IPCC’s Fifth Assessment Report (ARS5) published a few
months prior.

The encyclical goes on to look at the impacts and risks of global heating, and the
implications for global justice. It emphasises the disproportionate harms to the poor
and the Global South, the risk of forcing people into migrating, and of war over access
to resources.

The letter is also clear on the climate being a global common good. There is therefore
a moral duty to take strong action in response to climate change, it argues. Let us think
back to the 2014 debate over the wording of ARS5’s Mitigation of Climate Change
Summary for Policymakers.

There was fierce disagreement over whether or not the climate could be called a
“global commons problem”. In the end, the term was moved from the main text into a
footnote, with a clarification that this was unrelated to any “effort-sharing”. The pope,
however, does not need to take the opinion of others into account. Francis could say
what he thought, directly.

Chapter 2 of the encyclical refers at length to the Bible as it discusses the intrinsic
value of all forms of life. And the pope was not entirely unaware of practical concerns:
chapters 3 to 6 review the roots of the climate crisis and our response in terms of
political economy, technology, society and culture.

Much ink is spent criticising the “technocratic paradigm” — a mindset that views
technology and human control over nature as the primary means of progress. For the
pope, this belief forgets what is essential, and drives endless extraction of the earth’s
resources in pursuit of limitless growth.

On the economy, the pope criticised the maximisation of profit driven by instrumental
reasoning. On the contrary, the pope recommended “decreased growth in some parts
of the world, in order to provide resources for other places to experience healthy
growth.”



He considered growth without advances in social justice and morality inappropriate.
He also criticised the merit of market forces in solving environmental problems,
arguing we can never truly know the value of the environment.

On lifestyles, the pope’s heartache over the immoderate “buy and throw away”
consumption driven by capital and manufacturing — and the associated individualism
— can be sensed in every chapter. Not all economists will agree and technological
experts may be opposed. But it speaks to me.

Critics said the pope’s hopes of encouraging moral reasoning and cultural
transformation to tackle climate change were unrealistic. Huge political and social
mobilisation would be necessary, they said. Nor did the encyclical discuss the links
between sustainable development and demographic growth.

My own reading found many words of wisdom and a strong philosophical basis, but
perhaps a slight hollowness and lack of pragmatism.

This gave the document somewhat limited policy-making value. It did, however, go a
long way towards bringing morality — something technologists and scientists overlook
in their research — back into the debate. That was a huge contribution.

The encyclical, the Paris Agreement and the IPCC

In late September 2015, Pope Francis attended the UN Summit on Sustainable
Development in New York, giving an important speech that restated the spirit of his
encyclical. Humanity’s endless pursuit of power and material pleasures was causing
the misuse of natural resources and the exclusion of the poor and the vulnerable, he
said, and it was time for us to acknowledge the “rights of nature”.

In December 2015, the UN climate conference COP21 passed the Paris Agreement,
which came into effect the following year. This was another milestone for global
climate governance.

For the first time, the emotive idea of “Mother Earth” appeared in a legal UN text. Pope
Francis is said to have acted as a mediator during negotiations on key issues, such
as long-term goals. That may or may not be true, but the impact of his encyclical is
undeniable. Since then, the post-Paris climate story has been a complex and
unpredictable one, but Pope Francis’ voice was always clearly heard.

The encyclical was a powerful part of a growing awareness of the social aspect to
climate change mitigation. Its impact on the IPCC’s scientific assessments is also clear
to see. From the start of work on the IPCC’s next Assessment Report, ARG,
sociological science was embedded into policy research.

The AR6 Mitigation of Climate Change report included a whole new chapter, titled
“Demand, Services and Social Aspects of Mitigation”. It covers sustainable production



and consumption, development models and metrics, the role of culture, social norms
and behaviour change, sharing and the circular economy, and policy measures to
promote sustainable lifestyles.

2023: Exhortation on climate change

In October 2023, with the climate crisis worsening and the COP28 round of talks about
to start in Dubai, Pope Francis spoke out again. His apostolic exhortation, Laudate
Deum (Praise God) was subtitled “To all people of good will on the climate crisis”. This
update on the 2015 encyclical was 17 pages long and focused more particularly on
the climate.

After an introduction lamenting the increasing frequency of climate disasters, Pope
Francis regretfully pointed out that the “technocratic paradigm” was only worsening —
artificial intelligence being the prime example — and there was still no limit to the growth
of human power. The point of no return was close. He went on: the existing multilateral
mechanisms were not strong enough to tackle climate change and new decision-
making and implementation mechanisms were needed.

While the 2015 encyclical did not refer to the UN Framework Convention on Climate
Change, the newer message dedicated two chapters (4 and 5) to a review of milestone
COPs and an expression of solemn hopes for COP28: that it would see a change of
direction (paragraph 54) and in particular act on the energy transition (54 and 59), and
encourage parties to make rapid and powerful responses and stick to their
commitments.

Pope Francis had intended to be at COP28, but illness prevented his attending.
Instead, a message was read out for him. He hoped attendees would move beyond
national and business interests and think about the planet and future generations,
showing political foresight rather than conservatism.

COP28 successfully completed the first global stocktake under the Paris Agreement,
with a particular emphasis on the energy transition, where the content was very
encouraging.

The Vatican’s first biennial transparency report

In July and September 2022, the Vatican ratified the UN Framework Convention on
Climate Change and the Paris Agreement, respectively. Its first climate action plan, or
Nationally Determined Contribution, was to reduce emissions by 20 per cent from its
2011 level by 2030, and to hit net-zero emissions by 2050.

In late 2024, the Vatican and other parties to the Paris Agreement submitted their first

biennial transparency reports, as required. According to its report, the city state’s
greenhouse gas emissions in 2022 were 15,890 tonnes of CO2-equivalent, a per
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capita average of 16 tonnes. Down 17.8 per cent on 2011, this was achieved mainly
through electrification, big drops in the use of fossil fuels and cleaner air conditioning.

An unusual pope

Pope Francis was known as the “green pope” or the “climate pope”, but the New York
Times also described him as a “dividing line”, who made key contributions to
modernising the Catholic church.

Before becoming pope, he was archbishop of Buenos Aires, where he was known for
remaining close to the ordinary people, and often seen on public transport. After
becoming a contender for the papacy, his “election” pitch was simple: the Catholic
church had to do more than just open doors and windows to let fresh air in — it had to
go out to where it was needed.

The papal name he chose was after Saint Francis of Assisi, who was known for his
humility. Alongside being a sustained voice on climate change, Pope Francis worked
hard to help the poor and migrants, and to end war. He also showed more tolerance
and acceptance of homosexuals than previous popes.

He was a reformer too, giving more decision-making power to priests from Africa, Asia
and Latin America. Much of this was opposed by traditionalists within the Catholic
church, but Pope Francis’s status and influence remained strong. This speaks to his
leadership skills. The Catholic church’s hierarchy is an awe-inspiring thing, and those
who climb it will be tested. Not all are able to retain their principles during their ascent.

| hope the new Pope will carry on the work of his predecessor and use the voice of the
Catholic church to speak out on climate change.
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GMA NEWS

WMO: PH had record-breaking temperatures; over double the average
cyclones from Sept. to Nov. 2024
By: Lou Albano

The Philippines experienced extreme weather events — a result of human-induced
climate change — all throughout 2024, a report by the World Meteorological
Organization revealed.

January and February saw extreme rain fall in eastern Mindanao, which caused
significant flooding as well as contributed to a landslide which killed 93.

Between February and May meanwhile, extreme heat affected the country. It seared
the Philippines most significantly in April, when 19 cars caught fire at the NAIA parking
lot due to a grass fire.

A few days later, on April 27, a 38.8C temperature was observed at the Ninoy Aquino
International Airport, which also happens to be the highest temperature on record for
a site in Metro Manila, the WMO report said.

From July to October, meanwhile the Philippines was impacted by the strongest
typhoon of the season in the north-west Pacific, which poured 727.8mm of rain in
Basco, Batanes in just 24 hours.

The WMO report noted the unprecedented parade of 6 typhoons that battered the
Philippines in just four weeks between October to November.

According to the WMO, the Philippines saw more than double the cyclones that usually
visits the country in the months of September, October, and November (SON). Where
six cyclones usually occur in the Philippines during SON, 12 storms were recorded in
SON last year.

"Persistently high ocean heat content in the Philippine sea from mid-April 2024 created
ideal conditions for tropical cyclone development,” read WMOQO's 2024 State of the
Climate in the South-west Pacific report.

"Across the sequence, over 13 million people were impacted in 17 of the Philippines'
18 regions, with more than 1.4million displaced,” the report added.

"These ocean extremes are alarming indicators of the escalating climate crisis and
underscore the Philippines’ high vulnerability,” said Dr. Charina Lyn Amedo-Repollo,
Assistant Professor and Physical Oceanographer at the Marine Science Institute -
University of the Philippines Diliman in a statement.
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"We urge the global community to commit to cut emissions fast and shift from fossil
fuels to cleaner, renewable energy. Protecting the ocean must be at the heart of
climate strategies, including expanding marine protected areas and restoring blue
carbon ecosystems," she added.

For congressman Edgar Chatto, chair of the House of Representatives committee on
climate change, and author of the CLIMA Bill, “This confirms what Filipinos are already
living through—unbearable heat and a punishing parade of typhoons. These are not
isolated events, but signs of a climate crisis accelerating before our eyes."

"The Philippines is on the frontlines, and half-measures will no longer suffice. Locally,
we must break away from our dependence on fossil fuels and invest in clean, resilient
energy systems, strengthen local adaptation, and build climate-resilient systems. But
we cannot do this alone—the world’s biggest polluters must step up with the support
and finance they owe to vulnerable countries like ours. The CLIMA Bill is a critical step
toward a more coordinated, science-driven response. Delay is not an option—lives
and futures are at stake,” he added in a statement.

In the report, the WMO noted the Philippines submitted its National Adaptation Plan in
May 2024, where it said that "while the frequency of tropical cyclones is expected to
decrease, their intensity will significantly increase. The occurrence of super typhoons
is projected to rise."

"The Government of the Philippines has successfully accessed the Green Climate

fund for the first time, namely for the project Multi-hazard Impact-based Forecasting
and Early Warning System for the Philippines,” the WMO added.
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PHILIPPINE INFOMRATION AGENCY

Legarda highlights spirit of freedom amid climate, cultural, educational

challenges
By: Marie Joy S. Carbungco

Senator Loren Legarda called on all Filipinos to embody the true essence of freedom,
not just as a historical milestone, but as a daily commitment to promote justice,
inclusion, and national dignity.

In her speech during the 127th Independence Day celebration held at the Museum of
Philippine Social History (MPSH) in Angeles City, the senator cited that independence
remains a continuing struggle towards a just and secure future.

“It has been 127 years since our flag was first hoisted and our independence declared.
But to this day, we continue to uphold and fight for it—for every Filipino family, every
community, and every aspiration,” she said.

Legarda stressed that environmental protection is deeply connected with our fight for
freedom, especially since the Philippines is highly vulnerable to disasters and climate-
related threats.

“Every storm, every flood, is a reminder that protecting the environment is part of our
commitment to freedom. True independence means knowing that our homes,
livelihoods, and futures are protected no matter what storms may come,” she said.

With this, the senator mentioned several laws that she championed to protect the
environment including the Ecological Solid Waste Management Law, Climate Change
Act, Clean Water Act, Clean Air Act, and Disaster Risk Reduction and Management
Act.

She also emphasized the importance of education in nation-building, citing that the
low functional literacy of Filipino youth, particularly if reading, writing, and
comprehension based on international assessments pose a challenge.

With this, the senator cited that through the Early Childhood Care and Development
System, the government ensures that every Filipino child receives the right care,
nutrition, and education during their formative years, when their minds, values, and
potentials are being shaped.

“We also pushed for the passage of the career progression and development system
for public school teachers to provide a pathway for our educators’ professional growth
because we believe that quality education is not just a right, but one of the foundations
of freedom,” Legarda noted.
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The senator also stressed the value of promoting culture and history, citing that in her
fourth term as a legislator, she pushed for the passage of the National Cultural
Heritage Act and Cultural Mapping Law.

She also reaffirmed her commitment to inclusive development, particularly for the
marginalized sector.

“Our women, indigenous peoples, farmer, fisherfolk, senior citizens, persons with
disabilities, and informal sector workers are partners in nation-building, and must
never be left behind because real progress leaves no one behind,” she stressed.

Legarda reminded the public that being a Filipino is both a privilege and responsibility,
urging them to not just celebrate Independence Day, but to live and embody the true
essence of the occasion.

The Pamintuan Mansion was the site of the first and only public Independence Day
celebration under the administration of former President Emilio Aguinaldo on June 12,
1899 and served as a former branch of Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas.

In 2015, the Mansion reopened as the MPSH, offering a panorama of past and present
life and culture of ordinary Filipinos.

The museum has nine galleries focusing on the history of the mansion from its
construction in 1890; various Philippine textiles, accessories, and weaving tools; and

Filipino clothing styles.

This year’s Independence Day celebration carries the theme “Kalayaan, Kinabukasan,
Kasaysayan (Freedom, future, history)”.
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PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY

Bracing for rainy days ahead
By: Joe Zaldarriaga

Rainy season in the Philippines has begun, and for many Filipinos, this time of the
year brings a familiar feeling of worry and uncertainty. With climate change intensifying
weather patterns, the risks we face today have become more unpredictable and more
destructive than before.

Over the weekend, we saw another preview of the worsening impact of climate
change. What used to be ordinary downpours now cause widespread flooding,
stranding vehicles and forcing families in some areas to leave their homes.

This isn’t the exception anymore. It's becoming the new normal.

With the Philippines being battered by an average of 20 typhoons each year, coupled
with unpredictable weather patterns, complacency is no longer an option. Last
weekend was a wake-up call: the time to prepare is now, before we bear the brunt of
powerful storms.

Nowadays, preparing for the rainy season has become (or if not yet, should be) an
essential part of our lives. And we’re not just talking about bringing an umbrella when
going out of the house or stocking up on canned goods. It's about preparing our
homes—inspecting roofs for leaks, clearing out gutters, and securing lightweight
materials that can be blown away by strong winds. At Meralco, we always remind
customers to practice electrical safety. This is critical, especially during the rainy
season—one faulty outlet during flooding can spell the difference between life and
death.

Beyond preparing our homes, equally important as well is protecting our health.
Historically, the rainy season is associated with spikes in illnesses associated with the
cold weather and damp conditions such as influenza, pneumonia, and dengue. This
underscores the importance of getting vaccinated, especially for the elderly and those
with weakened immune systems, and maintaining a basic medicine supply at home.
Ensuring clean drinking water and removing potential mosquito breeding sites can do
a lot for one’s health and well-being this season.

Rainy season preparedness goes beyond the household level. The national
government and local government units (LGUs) both play critical roles in preparing
communities through disaster preparedness, public information drives, and medical
missions to prevent the spread of diseases, particularly water-borne ones.

The national government bears the responsibility of leading our country’s preparations
for the rainy season and ensuring that local government units (LGUs) are well-
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equipped to respond to the needs of communities. This includes ensuring timely and
seamless coordination among critical agencies like the Philippine Atmospheric
Geophysical Astronomical Services Administration (PAGASA), National Disaster Risk
Reduction and Management Council (NDRRMC), and the Department of Social
Welfare and Development (DSWD), and LGUs.

To ensure readiness this rainy season, President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.’s
administration is implementing the Buong Bansa Handa (BBH) program, particularly
in areas prone to storms and flooding. The program aims to synergize government
and private sector resources for better disaster preparedness and response.

On the part of LGUSs, one of the most immediate ways they can help is by conducting
clean-up drives in flood-prone areas to avoid trash buildup and to clear drainage
systems of clogs. LGUs should also prepare evacuation centers, pre-position rescue
equipment and emergency supplies, and revisit coordination protocols with barangays
to ensure timely weather updates and evacuation notices during typhoons.

Offering health services like flu vaccination and information programs on how to
prevent common diseases during the rainy season such as dengue also help protect
communities particularly vulnerable populations such as the children and the elderly.

Beyond physical preparation, a strong public awareness campaign is essential to
strengthen community readiness against the impact of heavy rains and strong winds.
People need to know what to do in case of flooding, when and where to evacuate, and
who to contact in case of emergencies.

We cannot control the weather but if we work together to improve our readiness as a
country, we can weather the challenges this rainy season.
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PH close to ‘upper middle-income’ status, but is behind climate action goals
By: Lian Buan and lya Gozum

The Philippines is inching “closer” to becoming an upper middle-income country, but
is behind its climate action goals, according to the 2024 progress report of both the
United Nations (UN) and the national government.

“It's just a matter of time, | think it's really close,” UN resident coordinator to the
Philippines Arnaud Peral told reporters on June 5, responding to a query on whether
the country’s chances will be impacted by the uncertainties brought about by United
States tariffs.

“Even if the country is close to reaching the upper middle-income country status, there
are still some gaps, there are still some areas and challenges, national challenges,
and they welcome the support of the international community to continue to work to
close the gap and accelerate results,” Peral said.

Reaching upper middle-income country status has long been a goal for the Philippines,
which has been stuck in the lower middle-income country status since 1987.

Rappler’'s resident economist JC Punongbayan has argued that reaching upper
middle-income country status “will make little difference to the poor.” Outgoing Foreign
Affairs Secretary Enrique Manalo also acknowledged it could come with some
downsides, like losing access to certain Official Development Assistance (ODA) and
tariff privileges.

The Philippines is making headway in its SDGs or Sustainable Developments Goals,
except for three goals where regressions were recorded — the biggest regression
being on climate action. SDGs are United Nations progress indicators for its members
countries to collectively tackle problems like poverty, inequality, and climate change.

Climate action or SDG Number 13 has regressed since 2015, backsliding at 3.8%
according to data from the Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA). There are only five
years left to achieve the SDGs. Other regressions include targets on sustainable
communities and health, both of which are inextricably linked to the climate crisis.

Climate action is measured by three outcomes: resilience to climate-related hazards
and natural disasters, integration of climate change measures into national policies,

and improving education and awareness on climate change mitigation.

The PSA noted that this regression has insufficient indicators. Matija Kova¢, head of
office of the UN Resident Coordinator in the Philippines, said there are only two
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indicators on climate action: number of deaths or persons missing due to disaster, and
number of local disaster risk reduction (DRR) strategies.

“At least one of these two can be significantly impacted by the intensity of disasters,”
said Kovac.

Kovac explained that this could be due to factors beyond our control “because this is
actually an area where it’s difficult to deliver for the Philippines because it is so
under-stressed and impacted.”

“I'm not saying that whatever you do it doesn’t make a difference,” said Kovac. “It, of
course, makes a difference, but | think if there was no action, it would look even worse.”

Money can’t keep up with disasters

Money is needed to combat climate change. According to the UN report, the
Philippines spent $10.7 million of $14.5-million in contributions to achieve its goals
under climate action.

And one of the three key pillars of the SDGs, which is environmental protection, had
a total expenditure of $25.7 million, 65% of its $39.4-million fund.

There’s a global clamor for more funds, as seen in the climate summit in Azerbaijan
last year given the worsening warming of the planet. The Philippines in particular
remains one of the top countries vulnerable to disasters. On average, the country
experiences 20 storms every year.

Climate change exacerbated the back-to-back storms that hit the Philippines from
October to November in 2024 and killed more than 170 people, according to a report
by global research network World Weather Attribution.

The study noted that the storms hit Luzon, a “comparably affluent” area that still
suffered the harsh impacts of climate change.

“Despite having the country’s lowest household poverty rates, cities on the island
remain highly vulnerable to flooding, particularly due to urban sprawl, river silting, and
deforestation,” scientists said in the report.

The Philippines may need more funds to finance its climate action goals to protect its

upper middle-class aspirations. Experts have said that climate change is only bound
to worsen poverty and inequalities.
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Guterres calls for an end to ocean ‘plunder’ as UN summit opens in France
By: By Fabrice Robinet

“The ocean is the ultimate shared resource,” he told delegates gathered at the port
of Nice. “But we are failing it.”

Oceans, he warned, are absorbing 90 per cent of the excess heat from greenhouse
gas emissions and buckling under the strain: overfishing, rising temperatures, plastic
pollution, acidification. Coral reefs are dying. Fish stocks are collapsing. Rising seas,
he said, could soon “submerge deltas, destroy crops, and swallow coastlines —
threatening many islands’ survival.”

Call for stewardship

More than 50 Heads of State and Government took part in the opening ceremony,
including Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva and European Commission
President Ursula von der Leyen — a show of political force underscoring the summit’s
weight.

In total, over 120 countries are participating in the five-day gathering, known by the
shorthand UNOCS, signaling a growing recognition that ocean health is inseparable
from climate stability, food security, and global equity.

French President Emmanuel Macron, whose country is co-hosting the summit
alongside Costa Rica, followed with a forceful appeal for science, law, and multilateral
resolve.

“The abyss is not for sale, any more than Greenland is for sale, any more than
Antarctica or the high seas are for sale,” he declared. “If the Earth is warming, the
ocean is boiling.”

He insisted the fate of the seas could not be left to markets or opinion. “The first
response is therefore multilateralism,” Mr. Macron said. “The climate, like biodiversity,

is not a matter of opinion; it is a matter of scientifically established facts.”

Costa Rican President Rodrigo Chaves Robles took the podium next, thanking Mr.
Guterres for elevating the ocean on the global agenda, then shifting to a stark warning.

“The ocean is speaking to us — with bleached coral reefs, with storms, with wounded
mangroves,” he said. “There’s no time left for rhetoric. Now is the time to act.”

Condemning decades of treating the ocean as an “infinite pantry and global waste
dump,” Mr. Chaves urged a shift from exploitation to stewardship.
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“Costa Rica is a small country, but this change has started,” he said. “We are now
declaring peace with the ocean.”

Most notably, the Costa Rican leader called for a moratorium on deep-sea mining in
international waters until science can adequately assess the risks — a position already
backed by 33 countries, he noted.

A treaty within reach

One of the summit’s core objectives is to help bring into force the landmark High Seas
Treaty — known as the BBNJ accord — adopted in 2023 to safeguard life in
international waters. Sixty ratifications are required for the treaty to become binding
international law. Emmanuel Macron announced that this milestone is now within
reach.

“In addition to the 50 or so ratifications already submitted here in the last few hours,
15 countries have formally committed to joining them,” he said. “This means that the
political agreement has been reached, which allows us to say that this [Treaty] will be
properly implemented.”

Whether the legal threshold is crossed this week or shortly after, the French President
added, “it's a win”.

High-stakes negotiations in the ‘Blue Zone’

The tone set by the opening speeches made clear that Nice will be the stage for high-
stakes negotiations — on finalizing a global treaty on plastic pollution, scaling up
ocean finance, and navigating conflicting opinions surrounding seabed mining.

Hundreds of new pledges are expected to be announced, building on more than 2,000
voluntary commitments made since the first UN Ocean Conference in 2017. The week-
long talks will culminate in the adoption of a political declaration and the unveiling of
the Nice Ocean Action Plan, a blueprint aligned with the landmark Kunming-Montreal
Global Biodiversity Framework, a 2022 agreement to protect 30 per cent of marine
and terrestrial ecosystems by 2030.

“The deep sea cannot become the Wild West,” Anténio Guterres warned.

The summit is being held in a purpose-built venue overlooking Port Lympia, Nice’'s
historic marina, now transformed into the secured diplomatic ‘Blue Zone.” On Sunday,
a symbolic ceremony led by Li Junhua, head of the UN Department of Economic and
Social Affairs and Secretary-General of the conference, saw the French and UN flags
raised above the harbor.
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“This ceremony marks not only the formal transfer of this historic port into the hands
of the United Nations, but also the beginning of a week of shared commitment,
responsibility, and hope,” said Mr. Li.

Culture, science, and collective memory

Before the negotiations began in earnest, Monday’s opening turned to ritual and
reflection. Polynesian climate activist Ludovic Burns Tuki marked the start of the
summit by blowing a pu, a traditional conch shell.

“Its a way to call everyone,” he told UN News after the ceremony. “I blow with the
support of our ancestors.” In Polynesian navigation, the conch is sounded upon arrival
at a new island to signal peaceful intent. Mr. Tuki, born in Tahiti to parents from the
Tuamotu and Easter Islands, sees the ocean as both boundary and bond.

“We are not only countries,” he said. “We need to think like a collective system,
because this is one ocean, one people, a future for all.”

The cultural segment also included a blessing by Tahitian historian Hinano Murphy, a
martial arts performance by French taekwondo master Olivier Sicard, a scientific
reflection by deep-sea explorer Antje Boetius, and a poetic testimony by Mauritanian
filmmaker Abderrahmane Sissako, accompanied by kora musician Wassa Kouyaté.

What was lost can return
The goals of the Conference are ambitious but clear: to advance the ‘30 by 30’ pledge,
promote sustainable fisheries, decarbonize maritime transport, and unlock new
streams of “blue finance,” including ocean bonds and debt-for-nature swaps to support
vulnerable coastal states.

In addition to plenary sessions, Monday will feature two high-level action panels: one
on conserving and restoring marine ecosystems — including deep-sea habitats — and
another on strengthening scientific cooperation, technology exchange, and education
to bridge the gap between science and policy.

In his opening statement, Antonio Guterres stressed that Sustainable Development
Goal 14, on ‘Life Below Water’, remains the least funded of the 17 UN global goals.

“This must change,” he said. “We need bold models to unlock private capital.”
“What was lost in a generation,” he concluded, “can return in a generation. The ocean

of our ancestors — teeming with life and diversity — can be more than legend. It can
be our legacy.”
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CCC IN THE NEWS:

DAILY TRIBUNE

CCC promotes ocean protection via chat stickers

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) launched the “Bawal Plastik Dito!” sticker
pack on Viber and Telegram to mark Philippine Environment Month and raise
awareness about ocean protection and waste management.

Supporting this year’s theme, “Ending Global Plastic Pollution,” the campaign
highlights the urgent need to address the plastic crisis threatening marine ecosystems
and public health. Each year, 10 million metric tons of plastic enter the ocean,
accounting for 80 percent of marine pollution.

“The amount of plastic waste in the ocean is alarming, considering that it generally
takes 500 to 1,000 years for them to degrade,” said CCC Executive Director Robert
E.A. Borje. “Ocean clean-up should be our last resort. What we do — immediately — is
to reject single-use plastics and ramp up our waste management system in our
households and communities.”

Borje noted that under President Ferdinand Marcos Jr., the National Adaptation Plan
guides efforts to tackle plastic pollution alongside policies like the Extended Producer

Responsibility Act, which holds companies accountable for plastic waste.

The sticker pack also supports the ongoing Third UN Ocean Conference in France,
focused on accelerating global action to protect the ocean.
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PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY

CCC ramps up anti-plastic pollution drive via digital stickers
By: Marita Moaje

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) has taken the fight against plastic pollution
to messaging apps with the launch of its new digital sticker pack dubbed “Bawal Plastik
Dito!” as it marks Philippine Environment Month this June.

In a news release on Tuesday, CCC Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje said the
ocean-themed sticker pack is designed to engage young Filipinos and online
communities in the global effort to end plastic pollution.

He said the goal is to spark everyday conversations, via digital messaging, and small
lifestyle changes about plastic waste, especially among the youth.

Borje said this initiative would help raise awareness, starting with what they see on
their screens.

“The amount of plastic waste in the ocean is alarming, considering that it generally
takes 500 to 1,000 years for them to degrade,” he said.

“Ocean clean-up should be our last resort. What we do, immediately, is to reject single-
use plastics and ramp up our waste management system in our households and
communities.”

Borje said rejecting single-use plastics is not just a policy matter, but more of a
personal choice and a cultural shift.

The sticker pack also serves as a show of support for the ongoing Third UN Ocean
Conference (UNOC3), slated from June 9 to 13 in Nice, France, where global leaders
would convene to accelerate efforts in ocean conservation and sustainable use and
protection of marine resources.

Each sticker highlights the alarming state of marine pollution, with up to 10 million
metric tons of plastics ending in the ocean each year.

CCC estimates that plastic waste accounts for 80 percent of marine pollution, with 50
to 75 trillion pieces of plastic and microplastics now circulating in global waters.

Borje stressed that under President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr., the government has
ramped up its climate action strategies through the National Adaptation Plan (NAP),
which promotes a whole-of-nation approach to reduce vulnerabilities to climate and
environmental risks.
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The NAP works alongside initiatives such as the Extended Producer Responsibility
(EPR) Act, which holds big companies accountable for their plastic waste.

Available on Viber and Telegram, the “Bawal Plastik Dito!” stickers, visit and explore
CCC programs through https://linktr.ee/cccphl.

=END=
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