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BUSINESS MIRROR 
 
Science chief seeks easier access to climate financing 
By: Bless Aubrey Ogerio 
 
The country is pushing for more inclusive and accessible financing mechanisms to 
support communities grappling with the impacts of climate change, including 
displacement, relocation and migration. 
 
BUSINESS WORLD 
 
Southwest Pacific hit by unprecedented marine heat waves in 2024, UN says 
 
Unprecedented heat waves in the Southwest Pacific affected more than 10% of the 
global ocean surface in 2024, damaging coral reefs and putting the region’s last 
remaining tropical glacier at risk of extinction, the UN’s weather body said on 
Thursday. 
 
  

https://businessmirror.com.ph/2025/06/09/science-chief-seeks-easier-access-to-climate-financing/
https://www.bworldonline.com/world/2025/06/05/677348/southwest-pacific-hit-by-unprecedented-marine-heat-waves-in-2024-un-says/
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MANILA STANDARD 
 
‘Habagat’ still the dominant weather system across PH—PAGASA 
 
The Philippines will continue to experience moderate to heavy rains across different 
parts of Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao largely attributed to the effects of the 
southwest monsoon or ‘habagat,’ the Philippine Atmospheric Geophysical and 
Astronomical Services Administration (PAGASA) said. 
 
PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
 
Public-private partnerships in disaster risk reduction 
 
There is an endless narrative on why mining is bad. Having been in the industry for 
over 40 years now, I know this for a fact: responsible mining brings more good than 
bad. 
 
SUNSTAR 
 
DENR 7 unveils database for climate preparedness 
By: Earl Kim H. Padronia 
 
The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) 7 has developed a 
national geospatial database to improve climate risk preparedness and long-term 
environmental planning in the region. 
 

CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 
DAILY TRIBUNE 
 
No freedom in a dying planet 
By: Secretary Robert EA Borje 
 
As we raise the Philippine flag this 12 June, we honor the courage and sacrifice of 
those who fought for our nation’s freedom and independence. 
 
  

https://manilastandard.net/news/weather/314600627/habagat-still-the-dominant-weather-system-across-ph-pagasa.html#google_vignette
https://opinion.inquirer.net/183775/public-private-partnerships-in-disaster-risk-reduction
https://www.sunstar.com.ph/cebu/denr-7-unveils-database-for-climate-preparedness
https://tribune.net.ph/2025/06/08/no-freedom-in-a-dying-planet
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Legarda pushes ban on single-use plastics, marine sanctuary investment 
 
Senator Loren Legarda called for local government actions against single-use plastics 
and investment in marine sanctuaries during a forum on sustainable ocean 
management in Pandan, Antique. 
 
MALAYA BUSINESS INSIGHT 
 
Charting tomorrow’s waters: MARINA steers toward the future 
By: Judith albano 
 
As the Maritime Industry Authority (MARINA) celebrates 51 years of service, the 
agency stands at a crucial turning point—where long-standing maritime expertise 
meets digital innovation and a renewed push for global relevance. 
 
THE MANILA TIMES 
 
Climate policy, stakeholder engagement cited for PH high performance 
  
With stronger climate policies and active collaboration with civil society organizations 
(CSOs), local governments, the academe, and other sectors, the Philippines ranked 
7th globally in the Climate Change Performance Index (CCPI) 2025, maintaining its 
position among top performers and remaining the only Asean country in the Top 15. 
 

Information and Knowledge Management Division 
 
  

https://tribune.net.ph/2025/06/08/legarda-pushes-ban-on-single-use-plastics-marine-sanctuary-investment
https://malaya.com.ph/weekly-features/special-features/charting-tomorrows-waters-marina-steers-toward-the-future/
https://www.manilatimes.net/2025/06/06/tmt-newswire/climate-policy-stakeholder-engagement-cited-for-ph-high-performance/2128149


4 

BUSINESS MIRROR 
 
Science chief seeks easier access to climate financing 
By: Bless Aubrey Ogerio 
 
The country is pushing for more inclusive and accessible financing mechanisms to 
support communities grappling with the impacts of climate change, including 
displacement, relocation and migration. 
 
Speaking at the 2025 Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction, science and 
technology secretary Renato Solidum Jr. underscored the need to make Disaster Risk 
Reduction (DRR) financing a central feature of national development strategies and a 
key focus of global cooperation. 
 
“We envision an international financing system that does not burden developing 
countries with unsustainable debt under the pretext of resilience,” Solidum said during 
a high-level ministerial roundtable in Geneva, Switzerland, on June 4. 
 
“Instead, it must be one that delivers timely, adequate, and predictable assistance and 
support, that includes grants, technology transfer and capacity building,” he added.  
 
He emphasized that access to global climate finance must be inclusive, non-
discriminatory and accessible to the most vulnerable sectors.  
 
The DOST chief welcomed recent developments such as the collaboration between 
the Adaptation Fund and the Fund for Responding to Loss and Damage, announced 
in February 2025, which aims to help developing nations boost their readiness to tap 
into climate funds. 
 
The nation’s pitch aligns with global frameworks such as the Sendai Framework for 
Disaster Risk Reduction, the Paris Agreement and the Global Biodiversity Framework, 
all of which stress the importance of accurate disaster loss accounting in securing 
financing. 
 
Currently, the Sendai Framework remains the only universally endorsed guide for 
reducing disaster risks, adopted by 187 United Nations Member States. 
 
Back home, Solidum highlighted how the government has been aligning national 
initiatives with global commitments. 
 
The People’s Survival Fund has been established to directly support climate 
adaptation projects at the local level.  
 

https://businessmirror.com.ph/2025/06/09/science-chief-seeks-easier-access-to-climate-financing/
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Similarly, the Philippine Sustainable Finance Roadmap harmonizes green investment 
strategies and instructs agencies to align spending with the National Adaptation Plan. 
 
Yet, Solidum pointed out that access to finance is not solely a matter of availability. To 
bridge this gap, he called for improved access to major global funds such as the Green 
Climate Fund, the Adaptation Fund, the Global Biodiversity Framework Fund and the 
Fund for Responding to Loss and Damage (FRLD). 
 
The Department of Science and Technology (DOST) initially proposed a P49.253-
billion budget for 2025. However, only P28.772 billion was approved under the 
National Expenditure Program (NEP)—a slight increase from the P27.22 billion 
allocated in 2024.   
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BUSINESS WORLD 
 
Southwest Pacific hit by unprecedented marine heat waves in 2024, UN says 
 
Unprecedented heat waves in the Southwest Pacific affected more than 10% of the 
global ocean surface in 2024, damaging coral reefs and putting the region’s last 
remaining tropical glacier at risk of extinction, the UN’s weather body said on 
Thursday. 
 
Average 2024 temperatures in the region – which covers Australia and New Zealand 
as well as southeast Asian island states like Indonesia and the Philippines – were 
nearly half a degree Celsius (0.9 Fahrenheit) higher than the 1991-2020 mean, the 
World Meteorological Organization said in an annual report. 
 
“Much of the region saw at least severe marine heat wave conditions at some point 
during the course of 2024, particularly in areas near and south of the equator,” said 
the WMO’s Blair Trewin, one of the report’s authors. 
 
Extreme heat over the year affected 40 million square kilometers (15.4 million square 
miles) of ocean, and new temperature highs were set in the Philippines and Australia, 
the report said. Ocean surface temperatures also broke records, while total ocean heat 
content was the second-highest annual average, behind 2022. 
 
An unprecedented number of cyclones, which experts have attributed to climate 
change, also caused havoc in the Philippines in October and November. 
 
Sea levels continue to rise more quickly than the global average, an urgent problem 
in a region where more than half the population live within 500 meters (547 yards) of 
the coast, the report added. 
 
The report also cited satellite data showing that the region’s sole tropical glacier, 
located in Indonesia on the western part of the island of New Guinea, shrank by up to 
50% last year. 
 
“Unfortunately, if this rate of loss continues, this glacier could be gone by 2026 or 
shortly thereafter,” said the WMO’s Thea Turkington, another of the report’s authors. 
 
  

https://www.bworldonline.com/world/2025/06/05/677348/southwest-pacific-hit-by-unprecedented-marine-heat-waves-in-2024-un-says/
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MANILA STANDARD 
 
‘Habagat’ still the dominant weather system across PH—PAGASA 
 
The Philippines will continue to experience moderate to heavy rains across different 
parts of Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao largely attributed to the effects of the southwest 
monsoon or ‘habagat,’ the Philippine Atmospheric Geophysical and Astronomical 
Services Administration (PAGASA) said. 
 
As of early Monday morning, PAGASA forecast occasional rains on several provinces 
in Luzon, including Zambales, Bataan, Cavite, Batangas, Occidental Mindoro, 
Palawan, as well as Antique in Western Visayas. 
 
Cloudy skies with scattered rains and thunderstorms remain for Metro Manila, Bicol, 
the rest of Visayas, Central Luzon, Mimaropa and Calabarzon. Mindanao, meanwhile, 
will experience partly cloudy to cloudy skies with isolated rainshowers or 
thunderstorms. 
 
The low-pressure area (LPA), which meteorologists have been monitoring since last 
week, has moved near Baler, Aurora and Bacnotan, La Union. It is threatening the 
Ilocos Region, Abra and Benguet with PAGASA not ruling out its likelihood of 
developing into tropical storm that will be named ‘Auring.’ 
 
Elsewhere in the country, localized thunderstorms are affecting weather conditions. 
PAGASA urges residents in all areas with moderate to heavy rainfall outlook to stay 
alert and take the necessary precautions against possible environmental hazards. 
 
  

https://manilastandard.net/news/weather/314600627/habagat-still-the-dominant-weather-system-across-ph-pagasa.html#google_vignette
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
 
Public-private partnerships in disaster risk reduction 
 
There is an endless narrative on why mining is bad. Having been in the industry for 
over 40 years now, I know this for a fact: responsible mining brings more good than 
bad. 
 
The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) joined the mission to 
Myanmar with Apex Mining Co. Inc. and Energy Development Corp. emergency 
response teams (ERTs) to assist in search and retrieval operations following the 
devastating earthquake on March 28. 
 
Equipment and trained manpower, plus the network of the DENR, allowed the 
Philippines to send an able team, together with the contingent organized by the Office 
of Civil Defense. 
 
The framework of public-private sector partnership for disaster risk reduction is 
certainly promising. Over the years, through Pusong Minero, the Philippine Mine 
Safety and Environment Association has been helping local government units affected 
by natural calamities by sending the ERTs of volunteer mining companies to sites of 
landslides, earthquakes, and floods to help in search, rescue, and retrieval operations. 
With the more extensive network envisioned by DENR, a working disaster risk 
reduction (DRR) management system could be in place and ready for deployment 
anytime. 
 
With the Philippines being highly vulnerable to climate change, there is no time like 
now to work on such a public-private partnership scheme for DRR. The DENR has a 
team of experts (scientists, engineers, foresters, geologists, etc.) and its bureaucracy 
can establish functional connections with other government agencies, while mining 
and energy companies (and other industries, of course) can always ensure that their 
ERTs are properly trained and updated on skills and technology and always at the 
ready for deployment. 
 
Collaboration has always been a good avenue for growth and development. And while 
natural disasters are now practically boundaryless, it is proper that our response be 
borderless, too. Combining the strengths of the private and public sectors will most 
definitely do the best for the greatest number of people. 
 
  

https://opinion.inquirer.net/183775/public-private-partnerships-in-disaster-risk-reduction
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SUNSTAR 
 
DENR 7 unveils database for climate preparedness 
By: Earl Kim H. Padronia 
 
The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) 7 has developed a 
national geospatial database to improve climate risk preparedness and long-term 
environmental planning in the region. 
 
DENR 7 Executive Director Paquito Melicor highlighted the agency’s environmental 
accomplishments during a recent forum organized by the Philippine Information 
Agency. He said they recorded key achievements in the first four months of the year, 
including forest restoration and biodiversity management. 
 
As for the agency’s geospatial database, Melicor said the tool consolidates climate-
related location data to support evidence-based decision-making. 
 
The DENR 7 chief further said that as part of its reforestation efforts, the agency 
produced more than 240,000 seedlings for planting across 572 hectares. These 
included 45,000 bamboo seedlings, 156,000 timber seedlings, 20,000 clonal 
seedlings, 10,000 fruit tree seedlings and 15,000 indigenous seedlings. 
 
Fire lines 
 
To reduce wildfire risks, the DENR 7 established 1,030 kilometers of fire lines, 
including those in San Vicente, Ubay, Bohol. These are part of the identification, 
mapping and monitoring of fire-prone areas initiative. The agency also intensified 
forest patrols, covering 1,516 kilometers under the Lawin patrolling system. 
 
It continues to manage 24 protected areas in the region, such as inland wetlands, 
classified caves, marine sanctuaries and Ramsar sites. Ramsar sites refer to the 
Convention on Wetlands of International Importance, also known as the Ramsar 
Convention, and the specific sites designated under it. It is a global treaty that aims to 
conserve and sustainably use wetlands, which are diverse ecosystems like marshes, 
swamps and bogs. 
 
Among the key sites are the Tañon Strait Protected Seascape and Olango Island 
Wildlife Sanctuary, according to Melicor. 
 
DENR 7 implemented 11 ecotourism management plans and established 12 
indicators to monitor the impact of tourism. 
 
Regular biodiversity assessments were conducted to track the health of plant and 
animal populations in the region. 

https://www.sunstar.com.ph/cebu/denr-7-unveils-database-for-climate-preparedness
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CCC IN THE NEWS: 
 
DAILY TRIBUNE 
 
No freedom in a dying planet 
By: Secretary Robert EA Borje 
 
As we raise the Philippine flag this 12 June, we honor the courage and sacrifice of 
those who fought for our nation’s freedom and independence. 
 
Yet today we face an invisible enemy that undermines our sovereignty and security — 
not foreign invaders, but a destabilized climate that drowns our islands and scorches 
our fields. 
 
The science is unequivocal. Over the past 69 years, our annual mean temperature 
has risen 0.75°C. Projections show an increase of 0.9°C by 2030 and 1.7°C by 2050. 
Global warming is real and climate change is the existential and governance challenge 
for our generation. 
 
The heroes of tomorrow will be defined by their resolve to confront this crisis. 
 
Our National Adaptation Plan highlights these quantified realities: Sea levels are rising 
at 5.7mm to 7mm annually, nearly double the global average, threatening to displace 
millions in low-lying communities. More than 80 percent of our land (180,000km²) will 
face Category 4 or 5 cyclones by 2030, inflicting P83 billion in annual economic losses. 
 
Under the business-as-usual (BAU) scenario, the loss and damage from climate 
change is anticipated to increase, potentially accounting for up to 7.6 percent of the 
nation’s GDP by 2030 and 13 percent by 2040. 
 
Floodwaters now endanger lives and livelihoods. Extreme rainfall is expected to 
expose 4.8 million Filipinos to urban flooding and 250,000 individuals to river flooding 
by 2030, rising to 5.2 million and 300,000, respectively, by 2050. Landslides could 
displace 200,000 people every year. 
 
Our agricultural foundation is fracturing. Rice yields are projected to decline 6 percent 
and corn 19 percent by 2040. Meanwhile, 7.5 percent of farmland and 15 percent of 
fishponds risk submersion. Our health systems brace for a 58 percent surge in 
leptospirosis and more cases of heat-related illnesses. 
 

https://tribune.net.ph/2025/06/08/no-freedom-in-a-dying-planet
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Just as our forefathers raised arms and voices to fight a colonial power to claim liberty, 
we have to consciously decide to battle ecological degradation and collapse. This time 
for our very survival. 
 
We must remember, climate change strips us of our most fundamental of human 
rights: the right to life, with the most vulnerable suffering the most. Climate change 
robs us of our most basic freedoms: freedom from hunger, displacement, and against 
fear. Our cherished independence, our security, prosperity, and way of life, hangs in 
the balance. 
 
We need a new generation of champions for our time, those who rise without fanfare 
in every corner of the country. They are the farmers adopting resilient practices to feed 
our people, the fisherfolk restoring marine ecosystems, the youth demanding 
intergenerational justice, the scientists developing life-saving innovations, and the 
indigenous communities preserving ancestral wisdom. 
 
These modern Katipuneros wield ingenuity and initiative and with unity instead of 
blades, all driven by a common battle cry: to secure a livable homeland for us today 
and for future generations. 
 
Victory demands collective action, a national awakening mirroring the spirit of 1898. 
Every citizen holds power: harvesting rainwater to conserve resources, planting 
gardens to combat food insecurity, rejecting single-use plastics to protect our seas, 
and championing local products to strengthen communities. Every sector is part of the 
solution, each contributing to the objective of achieving a low-carbon and climate smart 
economy, even as we continue to track a trajectory of growth and development. 
 
This Independence Day, let us not only remember our heroes, let us become them. 
Climate action is the ultimate patriotism, ensuring our children inherit a nation not just 
free but thriving. The era of “bahala na” is over. What we need now is revolutionary 
courage, for the fight against climate change is the fight for true independence: 
freedom from disaster, injustice, and want. 
 
The time for half-measures has passed. Complete fidelity to the cause is a must. There 
can be no life on a dead planet. There can be no rights and freedoms to enjoy in a 
desolate world. 
 
As our founders laid down their lives, we must now pledge our utmost innovation, 
resources, and unyielding resolve. Let freedom ring from the peaks of mountains to 
the depths of the seas. Together, let us defend our homeland — and our planet — 
against climate change. 
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Legarda pushes ban on single-use plastics, marine sanctuary investment 
 
Senator Loren Legarda called for local government actions against single-use plastics 
and investment in marine sanctuaries during a forum on sustainable ocean 
management in Pandan, Antique. 
 
Addressing participants to the “Daluyong ng Pagbabago: Adaptation and Resilience 
for Our Oceans,” forum at the University of the Philippines Visayas in Pandan, Antique 
on 29 May, Legarda said, “The ocean is not just a backdrop. It is our lifeline. When 
corals die, so do fish stocks. When mangroves vanish, villages lose their shield against 
storms. When plastic chokes our waters, it chokes our children’s future.” 
 
The chairperson of the Senate Committee on Culture and Arts also urged ocean 
experts, community leaders, scientists, youth advocates, and policymakers attending 
the forum to align national and local strategies for ocean resilience and climate 
adaptation, strengthen multisectoral collaboration on ocean governance, and called 
for inclusive implementation of the National Adaptation Plan (NAP). 
 
As the Philippines participates this week in the Third United Nations Ocean 
Conference (UNOC3) in Nice, France, Legarda said, “We carry a simple truth: The 
ocean is a solution. It is our bridge to each other, to survival, to legacy. Let us become 
that unstoppable tide.” 
 
Meanwhile, Climate Change Commission executive director Robert E.A. Borje 
emphasized that the Philippines must lead global efforts in ocean resilience not just 
with plans, but with action. Borje also underscored the need for urgent, inclusive 
implementation of national priorities such as the NAP, the Philippine Development 
Plan, and the Blue Economy Roadmap, through stronger cross-sectoral collaboration 
and the amplification of marginalized voices, especially those of fisherfolk, Indigenous 
Peoples, women and the youth. 
 
Moreover, he urged institutions to break down silos, build bridges, and ensure that 
climate and ocean solutions are rooted in equity and inclusivity, especially for the most 
vulnerable communities who are at the frontline of climate impacts. 
 
  

https://tribune.net.ph/2025/06/08/legarda-pushes-ban-on-single-use-plastics-marine-sanctuary-investment


13 

MALAYA BUSINESS INSIGHT 
 
Charting tomorrow’s waters: MARINA steers toward the future 
By: Judith albano 
 
As the Maritime Industry Authority (MARINA) celebrates 51 years of service, the 
agency stands at a crucial turning point—where long-standing maritime expertise 
meets digital innovation and a renewed push for global relevance. 
 
Founded in 1974 to unify a fragmented sector, MARINA has since grown into the 
country’s lead maritime regulator, now actively shaping policies that anticipate the 
industry’s future. 
 
Raising the bar through digital transformation 
 
One of the agency’s key achievements is the rollout of the Blockchain-Enabled 
Automated Certification System (BEST)—a first in the region. This system secures 
maritime certifications, cutting down processing times and fraud, while boosting global 
trust in Filipino credentials. 
 
MARINA’s digital roadmap includes e-payment systems and an integrated domestic 
shipping platform, all geared toward a more transparent, efficient, and future-ready 
maritime sector. 
 
Planning ahead: MIDP 2028 
 
At the heart of MARINA’s long-term strategy is the Maritime Industry Development 
Plan (MIDP) 2019–2028, a roadmap that addresses immediate gaps while preparing 
for global shifts—from climate risks to new trade routes. 
 
Programs under the MIDP, like the Nautical Highway Development, expand domestic 
sea routes to link the islands more efficiently—spurring local economies and easing 
cargo movement nationwide. 
 
Strengthening the backbone of  local shipbuilding 
 
MARINA’s 10-year shipyard modernization program is helping the Philippines move 
from importing vessels to building them. By standardizing designs and pooling 
procurement, the agency aims to cut shipbuilding costs by 20%. 
 
The creation of a maritime eco-industrial park also ensures growth goes hand in hand 
with sustainability—giving the country a competitive edge as green shipping gains 
global traction. 
 

https://malaya.com.ph/weekly-features/special-features/charting-tomorrows-waters-marina-steers-toward-the-future/
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Taking the global stage 
 
MARINA continues to collaborate with international organizations and is working with 
the Climate Change Commission to align local strategies with global efforts to 
decarbonize shipping. 
 
Its sustained inclusion on the IMO White List reinforces the country’s strong 
compliance record and opens doors to greater influence in maritime policy-making. 
 
Investing in people 
 
The Philippines remains the world’s top supplier of maritime professionals, and 
MARINA is ensuring this advantage is future-proof. Its efforts to modernize maritime 
education and upgrade digital competencies aim to keep Filipino seafarers globally 
competitive in an era of automation. 
 
Maritime as a growth engine 
 
With new policies in place, the maritime sector is projected to nearly double its 
contribution to the economy by 2028. This includes growth in shipbuilding, maritime 
services, and digital platforms—all creating ripple effects across industries like 
logistics, tourism, and manufacturing. 
 
Navigating the next 
 
Climate threats, rapid technological change, and increased regional competition will 
test MARINA’s agility in the years ahead. But these same forces also present 
opportunities—from securing the country’s position in global supply chains to building 
leadership in maritime digitalization. 
 
Looking ahead, MARINA is not only responding to change—it is setting the pace. Its 
integrated approach to safety, sustainability, economic growth, and innovation offers 
a blueprint for maritime governance in the 21st century. 
 
At 51, MARINA is more than an institution. It is a forward-looking force, ready to steer 
the Philippines toward a stronger role in the evolving global maritime landscape. 
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THE MANILA TIMES 
 
Climate policy, stakeholder engagement cited for PH high performance 
  
With stronger climate policies and active collaboration with civil society organizations 
(CSOs), local governments, the academe, and other sectors, the Philippines ranked 
7th globally in the Climate Change Performance Index (CCPI) 2025, maintaining its 
position among top performers and remaining the only Asean country in the Top 15. 
 
The CCPI, published by Germanwatch, NewClimate Institute, and Climate Action 
Network, assesses 63 countries and the EU, covering over 90 percent of global 
greenhouse gas emissions. 
 
The Philippines has climbed steadily in the rankings: from 23rd in 2022 to 12th in 2023, 
6th in 2024, and 7th in 2025. 
 
Climate Change Commission (CCC) Executive Director Robert Borje credited this 
progress to President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.'s leadership, emphasizing policies 
grounded in science, governance and collaboration. 
 
Under the ACCELERATE framework, the CCC drives inclusive climate governance 
through initiatives like WE CAN, ACT Local, ENACT, and CONNECT, engaging CSOs, 
LGUs, development partners, and the private sector. 
 
Key policy gains include the National Adaptation Plan (NAP) 2023–2050 and the NDC 
Implementation Plan (NDCIP) 2020–2030, together outlining a $72 billion roadmap. 
 
Borje stressed that CSOs such as Aksyon Klima Pilipinas and the Manila Observatory 
are vital to ensuring policies are inclusive and community-responsive. 
 

=END= 

https://www.manilatimes.net/2025/06/06/tmt-newswire/climate-policy-stakeholder-engagement-cited-for-ph-high-performance/2128149

