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Rainy season is here — PAGASA
By: Rose Carmelle Lacuata and Ariel Rojas

The rainy season in the Philippines has officially started, state weather bureau PAGASA
announced Monday.

DAILY TRIBUNE

France, Phl seal P15.79B deal for climate action plan
By: Kathryn Jose

The government will implement a climate resiliency program backed by additional funding
of P15.79 billion (or 250 million euros) from the Agence Francaise de Développement
(AFD).


https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/weather-traffic/2025/6/2/rainy-season-is-here-pagasa-1648
https://tribune.net.ph/2025/06/02/france-phl-seal-p1579b-deal-for-climate-action-plan

GREENPEACE

Luxon’s War on the Climate — a deliberate effort to increase emissions
By: Russel Norman

The Luxon Government claims they are serious about climate change. They say they
are simply taking a different approach to cutting emissions, such as using price signals
rather than regulations.

MALAYA BUSINESS INSIGHT

PH gets 250M euros French financing for climate action plan
By: Angela Celis

The Department of Finance (DOF) has secured French concessional funding worth 250
million euros, or about P15.79 billion, through the Agence Francaise de Développement
(AFD) to help accelerate the Philippines’ climate action.

MANILA BULLETIN

Philippines secures P16-billion loan from France for climate action
By: Derco Rosal

The Philippine government has secured concessionary funding worth € 250 million, or
approximately #15.8 billion, from France to enhance the country’s climate actions through
a subprogram of the previous action plan.

PAGEONE

CHR-6: Climate change crisis a human rights emergency
By: Neljoy Galigao

The Commission on Human Rights (CHR) Region 6 said climate change is not just an
environmental concern but a pressing human rights emergency, stressing the
disproportionate impact of climate-induced disasters on vulnerable populations and
calling for stronger government accountability and citizen action.


https://www.greenpeace.org/aotearoa/story/luxon-war-on-climate-deliberate-effort-increase-emissions/
https://malaya.com.ph/business/corporate/ph-gets-250m-euros-french-financing-for-climate-action-plan/
https://mb.com.ph/2025/06/03/philippines-secures-16-billion-from-france-for-climate-action
https://www.panaynews.net/chr-6-climate-change-crisis-a-human-rights-emergency/
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PBBM rallies support for climate-resilient agriculture

President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. on Monday reiterated his administration’s commitment
to boosting agricultural resilience amid worsening climate change, emphasizing the need
for swift and lasting solutions to irrigation issues and greater preparedness for both
droughts and heavy rains.

CCC IN THE NEWS:
MANILA STANDARD

PH, France back call to preserve oceans as part of climate action

The Philippines last week joined local and foreign partners in reaffirming the call to protect
the world’s oceans that are essential to all life, by sustaining biodiversity, regulating the
climate and generating oxygen.

PHILIPPINE NEWS AGENCY

CCC: ADB $400-M loan crucial step to PH NAP implementation

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) welcomed the Asian Development Bank’s
(ADB) forthcoming approval of a USD400-million loan to strengthen marine ecosystems
and advance the Philippines’ blue economy under its National Adaptation Plan (NAP).

Information and Knowledge Management Division
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Rainy season is here — PAGASA
By: Rose Carmelle Lacuata and Ariel Rojas

The rainy season in the Philippines has officially started, state weather bureau PAGASA
announced Monday.

In a statement, PAGASA said scattered to widespread rainfall observed in the past five
days due to the southwest monsoon or habagat signifies the onset of the rainy season
across the western sections of Luzon and Visayas.

Monsoon breaks, or breaks in rainfall that extend over a few days or weeks, may still
occur, PAGASA added.

PAGASA declared the onset of habagat season on Friday.
The declaration of the onset of the rainy season has two criteria: (1) cumulative 25
millimeters of rainfall across five days in more than half of monitoring stations, with 1 mm

of rain in three consecutive days, and (2) winds blowing from the west or southwest.

PAGASA added that periods of rainfall breaks or monsoon breaks may still be expected,
which could last for a few days or weeks.

Climatologist Ana Solis previously said that the start of rainy season usually happened
between May 27 and June 5.

She also added that this year’s wet season will be ‘normal’ as neutral conditions prevails
over the equatorial Pacific Ocean — meaning neither El Nifio nor La Nifa exists.

From June to October, near normal rainfall are forecast across the country, except in
some parts of Northern and Central Luzon in July and September, where below normal

precipitation may be experienced.

In the same period, nine to 16 tropical cyclones may enter or form inside the Philippine
area of responsibility. Most storms make landfall over Luzon during these months.

There has not been a tropical cyclone in the country this year so far.


https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/weather-traffic/2025/6/2/rainy-season-is-here-pagasa-1648
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France, Phl seal P15.79B deal for climate action plan
By: Kathryn Jose

The government will implement a climate resiliency program backed by additional funding
of P15.79 billion (or 250 million euros) from the Agence Francaise de Développement
(AFD).

The Department of Finance said AFD formally granted the concessional funding for the
Climate Change Action Plan Subprogram 2 (CCAP2) during a ceremony on Monday,
attended by Finance Secretary Ralph Recto and French Ambassador Marie Fontanel.

CCAP2 aims to create effective policies that will help the Philippines achieve its Nationally
Determined Contribution (NDC) target of reducing carbon emissions by 75 percent by
2030.

"France and the Philippines stand once again united in their commitment to address the
urgent challenges of climate change, environmental degradation, and ocean protection,"”
Fontanel said.

CCAP2 focuses on three key areas: the drafting of climate action plans, financial
mechanisms for climate-related projects, and institutional partnerships for coordinated
climate efforts.

Additional funding for the program also came from the Asian Development Bank (ADB),
which contributed P28.36 billion (equivalent to 449.12 million euros), and the Japan
International Cooperation Agency (JICA), which provided P13.3 billion (equivalent to 35
billion yen).

"With this agreement, we strengthen our strategic cooperation on climate action, reinforce
our institutional capacities, and accelerate the delivery of real, lasting change, especially
for the most vulnerable," Recto said.

Concessional funding offers low interest rates and extended repayment terms suited to
the needs of recipient countries.

From January 2020 to March 2022, the government implemented CCAP1 with initial
support from AFD amounting to P9.47 billion (150 million euros), while ADB contributed
P13.9 billion ($250 million).


https://tribune.net.ph/2025/06/02/france-phl-seal-p1579b-deal-for-climate-action-plan
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Luxon’s War on the Climate — a deliberate effort to increase emissions
By: Russel Norman

The Luxon Government claims they are serious about climate change. They say they are
simply taking a different approach to cutting emissions, such as using price signals rather
than regulations.

And yet, week in and week out, Christopher Luxon and his band of climate extremists
seem to be putting out new policies to increase climate pollution.

So what's the truth?

I've gone through every week of the 18 months of the Luxon Government to pull out their
climate policies and laid them out below. And, spoiler alert, it is a comprehensive plan to
increase climate pollution, and the claims that they take the Paris Climate targets
seriously are just greenwashing deception.

So let me take you on a little journey through the last 18 months, focusing on the climate
policies and skipping some of the other anti-environment policies, which | have
documented elsewhere as Luxon’s War on Nature.

The Luxon Government was sworn in on November 27, 2023.

On December 3rd, six days later, they announced they were cancelling the Big Battery
project. The Big Battery Project was designed to provide the security to simultaneously
move to close to 100% renewable electricity while electrifying transport and industrial
processes. It was to provide long-term storage to underwrite the transition to a largely
zero-carbon energy system, while managing the risks of dry years.

On December 6th, the first ETS auction under the new government failed to attract a
single bid. To be fair, the previous Labour/Green Government didn't do much better
because their climate policies did not include pricing agribusiness emissions, but the
difference was that National was betting on raising $900m from ETS auctions to fund tax
cuts, and it got nothing.

On December 11th Cabinet abolished the $650m Government Investment in
Decarbonising Industry fund, as part of the mini budget. GIDI was used to support NZ
Steel and Fonterra (and others) to cut emissions in industrial processes. Officials


https://www.greenpeace.org/aotearoa/story/luxon-war-on-climate-deliberate-effort-increase-emissions/

estimated that removing this fund would result in ten million tonnes of extra emissions by
2050. The oil and gas lobby group celebrated the end of the fund. Luxon said he didn’t
want to subsidise business to cut emissions, however as we found out in the 2025 budget,
he is happy to subsidise oil and gas companies to increase emissions.

On December 13, Nicola Willis cancelled the new interisland ferries, which were not only
more carbon efficient but underpinned the future of rail freight across the country, which
is the most carbon efficient form of freight. The Government is still working to fix this
cancellation at much greater cost.

On December 14, to the joy of agribusiness, the Luxon Government announced the
beginning of the process to repeal the national policy statement on freshwater
management, one of the most important policies to cut climate pollution, as it was keeping
the national dairy herd size in check. Without freshwater rules (or a price on dairy
emissions) dairy herds are likely to grow again. Dairy is the country’s most climate
polluting industry and Fonterra is by far the single biggest climate polluting company.

Transport is the country’s second biggest source of greenhouse emissions and measures
to cut transport emissions were next on the chopping block.

On December 17, they killed off Wellington’s low emissions transport plan.

They began 2024 by killing off the clean car discount on January 1st, resulting in a
collapse of sales of low emission vehicles.

On January 14 they cancelled Auckland’s light rail.

They rounded off the month on January 30 by reversing New Zealand’s position on
restrictions to bottom trawling seamounts, to the joy of the fishing industry. Bottom
trawling releases masses of carbon stored on the ocean floor.

On March 4th they announced the draft government policy statement on land transport
which slashed spending on cycling and walking and increased funding to motorways.
These decisions will increase emissions and hence it was no coincidence that they
removed climate change as a consideration in transport funding decisions.

On March 6th they cancelled the Auckland regional fuel tax which was funding the
expansion of the Eastern Busway which then had to be cancelled.



On March 7, former tobacco lobbyist and current Minister Chris Bishop rejected officials’
advice to include ‘sustainable management’ in the purposes clause of the fast track law.
The absence of any kind of environmental purpose in the bill meant the fast track law can
be used for any climate bomb they like such as new coal mines and irrigation expansion.

March 14 saw them announce that they would suspend the requirement for councils to
identify significant natural areas so they could be protected — these remnant areas of
native vegetation are an important reservoir of carbon and biodiversity.

March 21st saw the announcement about higher speeds on roads, which not only
increases fuel consumption and carbon emissions, but by making it more dangerous for
cyclists and pedestrians will reduce cycling and walking, further increasing emissions
(and deaths and injuries).

April 6th saw them announce a hand-picked review of the country’s methane targets,
based on the ‘no additional warming’ metric being promoted by the global and domestic
livestock industry. This metric is at odds with the IPCC science, the Climate Commission
and the Parliamentary Commissioner for the Environment. Federated Farmers
applauded, and the review was chaired by a former director of Fonterra. Methane has so
far contributed 30% to global heating.

April 8th saw cuts to Ministry for the Environment staffing.

But April 9th saw new money to subsidise agribusiness research into magic methane
reduction technology- the same research that has failed for two decades.

April 18, MBIE officials told Resource Minister Shane Jones that his proposals to reduce
the liability of oil companies for cleaning up their mess, would mean that New Zealand
had weaker liability laws for oil companies than other countries. But he ignored them and
carried on.

The Luxon Government rounded out April by abolishing public transport subsidies for
young people.

May 23 was a red letter day with the first Resource Management Act amendment bill
being introduced. It removed Te Mana o Te Wali, the requirement for resource consent
decision makers to prioritise ecosystem health and human health when making decisions
about freshwater allocation. Henceforth, dairy companies were given the same priority as
ecosystems and human health in freshwater allocation. The bill also removed the rules



keeping cows out of mud. And it removed the RMA block to new coal mines. This all
means more cows and dirty rivers and coal mines and climate pollution.

Budget Day 2024 was on May 30. MfE officials who normally vet the climate impacts of
the budget were kept out of the loop but Treasury did some rough calculations to show
the Budget would increase emissions by about 2.8 million tonnes. They cut about
$2.4billion out of programmes designed to cut emissions.

On June 9th Shane Jones announced that the Government will amend the Crown
Minerals Act to overturn the ban on new offshore oil and gas exploration permits. They
aim to change the purposes of the Act to promote oil and gas exploration. And they aim
to reduce the liability for oil companies cleaning up their mess. Laughably he said this will
align with international best practice even after officials told him the opposite.

And then we get to June 11th and agribusiness biological emissions, half of all New
Zealand’s emissions. Under lobbying from agribusiness, the government announced that
agriculture and fertiliser companies will not face a price on emissions in 2025. Treasury
and MfE said the government’s approach would not work in cutting emissions (surprise).
The Government also removed the reporting requirements on large meat and dairy
processors so they don’t even need to disclose their pollution.

And with an audible sigh of relief from agribusiness, the government disestablished He
Waka Eke Noa, which was the joint industry-government process to develop a pricing
mechanism for agricultural emissions. Of course, everyone knew that in fact, He Waka
Eke Noa was simply to delay emissions pricing until after the election. Agribusiness fought
against climate action and won.

On June 19th, the ETS auction failed to attract any bids.

Then, on July 9th, the Government announced its carbon capture and storage (CCS)
framework. CCS is a failed technology promoted by the oil and gas industry to block calls
to cut fossil fuel use. Officials’ advice was that the CCS strategy would actually increase
emissions because it would reduce incentives to cut them. As it turned out, the main CCS
project, storage in empty gas and oil reservoirs off Taranaki, was not cost-effective and
is now stalled (see later). No surprises there.

On July 10, the Climate Minister Simon Watts announced their five-point climate plan. It
is so vague and thin as to be not worth the time even detailing here. You can read it
yourself, it will only take a couple of minutes.



They followed this up the next day by announcing they were weakening carbon efficiency
standards for imported cars (like Trump), which will increase emissions by about two
million tonnes. The Transport Minister at the time, Simeon Brown, directed officials to
consult only with motor vehicle lobby groups that wanted to weaken the standard and to
not consult with low-emissions vehicle sellers, which resulted in misleading information in
the cabinet paper. When Ministry for the Environment officials saw the misleading
information, they tried to add corrections, but they were told they couldn’t because it had
already been lodged. It transpired that it had been lodged early by the Minister at the
request of the motor vehicle lobby.

Then on July 17, the Government published its draft Emissions Reduction Plan premised
on magic. Magic technology to cut methane emissions and magic CCS. Neither of which
has any likelihood of appearing in the real world, but made it seem like New Zealand is
doing something about climate change. Still, the plan showed New Zealand missing its
targets in spite of a biblical commitment to tree planting.

They cut the funding to climate science (like Trump).
August 8 saw one in five jobs at the Environmental Protection Authority cut (like Trump).

August 9, the Government said it would overturn court decisions on sections 70 and 107
of the RMA, court decisions which restricted water pollution. The Minister for Agriculture,
Todd Maclay, said they would legislate over these decisions because the “court decisions
could result in more discharges needing consents, more consent applications being
declined, and consent conditions becoming more restrictive”. And in an epic piece of
Orwellian doublespeak he concluded that these court imposed restrictions on water
pollution would result in “reducing the ability to improve freshwater quality over time”. He
may actually believe this oxymoron, who knows?

After vigorous lobbying by agribusiness, on September 3rd 2024, the Government
announced it was ‘pausing’ the rollout of freshwater farm plans. Which means more water
pollution, more cows, more climate pollution.

It followed this up on September 4 with the announcement of the second wave of resource
management reform that would not only stop the rollout of freshwater farm plans, but
would weaken drinking water standards and indigenous biodiversity protection rules.
More climate pollution.

The September 4 ETS auction failed to attract a single bid.

10



On September 11 the carbon-neutral public service program was put on the chopping
block. I'm not sure where that one landed!

The Government also pushed an amendment to the Companies Act to remove the
references to Directors’ ability to consider environment, social and governance issues
when making decisions.

The start of October saw the leak of Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade advice that the
decision to restart oil and gas exploration was likely to breach the free trade agreements
with the EU and UK. Amusingly, this part of the MFAT advice was inadvertently included
in the physical briefing paper even though it was redacted online. They tried and failed to
hide their climate malfeasance.

On October 6th, the government was finally forced to release the list of proposed fast
track projects. It included coal mines, irrigation projects, which will increase emissions by
facilitating dairy expansion. The government crowed about the handful of renewable
energy projects in the list, without mentioning that the previous government's RMA fast
track law also included a string of renewable energy projects but, because environmental
protection clauses were retained in that fast track law, there were no coal mines or dairy
expansion projects.

Then on October 11th, the Government removed the renewable preference and
renewable energy targets from the Government Policy Statement on electricity — and with
a word which seldom passes the lips of Simeon Brown he said he is “fuel agnostic” ie he
doesn’t care if energy sources cook the climate or not.

October 22nd saw them blocking regional councils from rolling out regional freshwater
plans, as some regional councils had the temerity to want to implement the existing law
— this means more cows and more climate pollution.

And tragically, as a result of the government’s fast tracking of seabed mining, on October
25, the offshore wind developer Bluefloat pulled out of New Zealand. Offshore Taranaki
is a great place for cheap renewable baseload wind power, but not if seabed miners are
digging up the ocean floor, destabilising turbine foundations and electric cables. Bluefloat
clearly did not donate cash to the governing parties (unlike the seabed mining
shareholders).

Regulations for low emissions buildings were chopped on November 6, to be replaced by

a voluntary approach, because we all know the building industry will do the right thing if
left unregulated, as we all saw with leaky houses.
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Company carbon disclosure was delayed for another year by the External Reporting
Board on November 14. And the Otago regional council had to cancel its meeting to
approve new freshwater plans due to central government intervention to stop them.

On Nov 21 the Southland regional freshwater plan was overruled by central government.

December 4 saw the publication of the report into what methane targets would be like if
New Zealand adopted the livestock industry’s preferred way of measuring methane
warming, as opposed to using the IPCC science. In doing its work the review group’s
complete list of consultations was with a Groundswell-aligned climate denier group and
one other commercial entity. Predictably, the outcome was to suggest weaker methane
targets!

The ETS auction that day failed to clear, but 22% of credits sold and the government put
out a release about it. It was to be a short-lived victory as the March auction attracted
zero bids.

On December 5th, one government minister said they won’'t be buying offshore carbon
credits to meet our Paris commitments, while another said they might.

On December 6th, the government really pushed the boat out when they appointed fossil
fuel lobbyist John Carnegie to the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Authority, set up
by Green Party Co-Leader Jeanette Fitzsimons to reduce fossil fuel use. Carnegie
previously opposed EECA grants that would reduce fossil fuel usage.

On December 11, the government released its final Second Emissions Reduction Plan
2026-2030, which still relied on magic methane inhibitors, magic carbon capture and
storage and lots of pine trees on private and public land. As would become clear soon
enough, this was a work of fiction.

January 2025 brought the Government’s announcement of a new Paris target, which was
pretty much the same as the old one and still with no plan for how to meet the target,
suggesting they didn’t really take this climate stuff seriously.

But the climate was serious for the insurance companies, which in February it was
revealed were suing councils over their flood protection schemes, which had failed to
protect property from climate-amplified extreme weather events. Councils are asking
central government for help. Good luck with that.
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But central government is keen to help reduce the ‘burden’ of reporting on carbon
emissions, as they revealed in February with a proposal to reduce the number of
companies that must disclose their emissions by half.

February 21 brought more government announcements on the Carbon Capture and
Storage scam.

February 26 found the Climate Minister telling Federated Farmers that there was no legal
obligation to meet the Paris targets, and no liability.

March 14 brought a second offshore wind group, Sumitomo, pulling out of New Zealand
because of seabed mining.

March 19 found us at another ETS auction, with not a single bid.

Part of the reason for the tepid interest in carbon credits was revealed by David Seymour
when he said on the same day that the only reason the Government was staying in the
Paris agreement was fear of trade retaliation, and they are weighing up the costs versus
benefits of leaving it (like Trump).

Is it any wonder that the Treasury has not listed the cost of buying offshore carbon credits
as a liability on the government’s books?

The ETS may also have been undermined by the government decision revealed on March
26 to double the subsidies to Rio Tinto — free ETS carbon credits of $75m per year. The
Climate Minister rejected calls to review free allocations even when they were backed by
the Climate Commission. And even when Watts said he might review some free
allocations worth $70m a year that were no longer needed, he was stymied by the inability
of the Climate Commission to provide the necessary advice, because Watts had cut its
budget.

April 8 saw the government closing the Green Investment Fund, while on April 16 Cabinet
agreed that freshwater farm plans should be well and truly gutted, which means more
climate emissions.

Five days later, at an international meeting, they abstained on putting a price on

international maritime climate pollution as part of global efforts to cut shipping emissions.
At this point we might count ourselves lucky they didn’t vote against it.
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Finally, on May 7, after 310 days of a vacant Prime Minister's Chief Science Advisor role,
the Prime Minister nominated John Roche, a dairy industry insider. Roche previously had
a leadership role at the industry lobby group Dairy NZ, which lobbies against measures
to cut climate pollution.

The majority of members of the government science advisory panel also had dairy and
agribusiness backgrounds. But, to be fair, one of the panel members works for an energy
company Genesis, which runs Huntly coal power station.

On May 19 it became clear that the Kapuni CCS project is not feasible. This project was
single-handedly responsible for one-third of all emissions reductions in the government’s
Emission Reductions novella. CCS is a fraud in plain sight, much like Luxon’s claims on
climate change.

Budget day on 22 May brought new horrors.

They allocated $200m in the budget to co-invest in new oil and gas exploration and have
signalled that it may be more. This is a straight subsidy to increase climate pollution. This
was alongside an unlimited and uncapped 20% tax write-off for new investments, which
included fossil fuel investments along with most everything else in what may turn out to
be the biggest corporate welfare program since the ETS. The International Energy
Agency stated that there can be no new fossil fuel investments if we are to achieve our
climate targets.

In the budget, we discovered cuts to the predator-free NZ program. Predator control is
one of the ways our native forest could absorb more carbon.

And they cut overseas climate financing from $250m to $100m.

And as final entry, on May 29 2025, in the middle of a global climate and biodiversity
crisis, the New Zealand Government released a series of proposed changes to RMA
regulations. These would mean that freshwater can be allocated for dairy expansion even
if it means there is not enough water for the ecosystem or human health, that dairy cows
can graze in wetlands (of which there are fewer than 10% remaining), and other proposals
to enable dairy expansion and hence more climate (and water) pollution.

So, what to make of it?
This is a government that says it is opposed to using regulations to cut climate pollution.

Which is true. In fact it is changing regulations to drive increases in pollution.
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This is a government that says it wants to use carbon price signals to cut emissions. But
in reality it is undercutting carbon price signals by issuing masses of free carbon
allocations to polluters, destroying any price signal. Which increases emissions.

This is a government that says it doesn’'t want to subsidise industries to decrease
pollution. Which is true — but it is subsidising industries to increase climate pollution.

This is a government that says it is committed to the Paris climate agreement. But in
reality it has no plan to meet its Paris climate targets domestically nor to purchase offshore

carbon credits to cover the difference.

Over these 18 months we now have more than enough evidence to demonstrate that
Luxon’s Government is not serious about cutting emissions. They have form.

They are however serious about increasing emissions to benefit agribusiness and fossil
fuel companies.

If we judge this government by its actions, rather than its words, it is increasing emissions
deliberately. And all the talk to the contrary is just greenwashing.
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MALAYA BUSINESS INSIGHT

PH gets 250M euros French financing for climate action plan
By: Angela Celis

The Department of Finance (DOF) has secured French concessional funding worth 250
million euros, or about P15.79 billion, through the Agence Francaise de Développement
(AFD) to help accelerate the Philippines’ climate action.

In a statement, the DOF said the ceremonial exchange for the Climate Change Action
Plan, Subprogram 2 (CCAP2), was formally executed between Finance Secretary Ralph
Recto and French Ambassador to the Philippines Marie Fontanel on Monday, June 2.

“This 250-million euro concessional financing agreement from France is a vote of
confidence in the Filipino people and our shared vision of a greener, safer and more
resilient future,” Recto said during the event.

“With this agreement, we strengthen our strategic cooperation on climate action, reinforce
our institutional capacities, and accelerate the delivery of real, lasting change—especially
for the most vulnerable,” Recto added.

Together with AFD, the CCAP2 is co-financed by the Asian Development Bank (ADB)
(449.12 million euros, or about P28.36 billion) and the Japan International Cooperation
Agency (35 billion yen, about P13.3 billion).

The DOF said CCAP2 builds on the achievements of CCAP1 to support the Philippines
in achieving its Nationally Determined Contribution commitments and in its efforts to
assist vulnerable sectors in the transition to a resilient, low-carbon economy.

CCAP, or Climate Change Action Plan, comprises three subprograms that support
various climate-related policy reforms in the following areas: strengthening planning,
financing, and institutional linkages for climate action; enhancing resilience to climate
impacts; and strengthening low-carbon pathways.

CCAP1 was implemented from January 2020 to March 2022 and supported by a $250

million (about P13.9 billion) financing from the ADB and 150 million euros (about P9.47
billion) of funding from the AFD.
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“France and the Philippines stand once again united in their commitment to address the
urgent challenges of climate change, environmental degradation, and ocean protection,”
Fontanel said during the ceremonial exchange.

“I would like to commend the government of the Philippines for its leadership and resolve
in tackling those global issues,” she added.

“As a development partner, we are proud to be a part of this effort and to be working at
the policy level. We firmly believe that working on systemic change is essential to meet
the scale and urgency of today’'s climate challenges,” AFD country director Benedicte
Gazon said.

The AFD is a public financial institution that implements French government policy,
working to combat poverty and promote sustainable development.

Recto assured the French government that the Philippine government is committed to
implementing the program with urgency and integrity.

“We will ensure that every euro invested, and every collaboration, will translate to
meaningful impact on the lives of ordinary Filipinos,” Recto said.
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MANILA BULLETIN

Philippines secures P16-billion loan from France for climate action
By: Derco Rosal

The Philippine government has secured concessionary funding worth € 250 million, or
approximately 15.8 billion, from France to enhance the country’s climate actions through
a subprogram of the previous action plan.

According to a Department of Finance (DOF) statement released on Monday, June 2, the
funding will be provided by the Agence Francaise de Développement (AFD). The bilateral
deal was formalized between Finance Secretary Ralph G. Recto and France’s
Ambassador Marie Fontanel.

In particular, the financing will be allocated for the Climate Change Action Plan,
Subprogram 2 (CCAP2), which builds upon CCAPL1. This project aims to help vulnerable
sectors in the transition to a resilient, low-carbon economy.

The CCAP2 program is jointly funded by the Manila-based Asian Development Bank
(ADB), which is contributing 449.1 million euros, and the Japan International Cooperation
Agency (JICA), which is providing JPY 35 billion in partnership with AFD.

The CCAP is made up of three subprograms that back climate-related policy reforms in
areas including improving climate action planning, financing, and institutional
coordination; boosting resilience to climate change impacts; and promoting low-carbon
development.

CCAP1 was implemented from January 2020 to March 2022, with funding support of $250
million from the ADB and € 150 million from the AFD.

“With this agreement, we strengthen our strategic cooperation on climate action, reinforce
our institutional capacities, and accelerate the delivery of real, lasting change—especially
for the most vulnerable,” Recto said during the event.

Fontanel said that both countries “stand once again united in their commitment to address
the urgent challenges of climate change, environmental degradation, and ocean

protection.”

“As a development partner, we are proud to be a part of this effort and to be working at
the policy level. We firmly believe that working on systemic change is essential to meet
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the scale and urgency of today’'s climate challenges,” AFD country director Benedicte
Gazon said.

Recto assured the French government of the Marcos administration’s commitment to
implementing the program “with urgency and integrity.”

“We will ensure that every euro invested, and every collaboration, will translate to
meaningful impact in the lives of ordinary Filipinos,” Recto said.

AFD is a public financial institution that carries out France’s official development policy,
focusing on reducing poverty and promoting sustainable development.
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CHR-6: Climate change crisis a human rights emergency
By: Neljoy Galigao

The Commission on Human Rights (CHR) Region 6 said climate change is not just an
environmental concern but a pressing human rights emergency, stressing the
disproportionate impact of climate-induced disasters on vulnerable populations and
calling for stronger government accountability and citizen action.

In a recent joint press briefing with Amnesty International Philippines on the “State of the
World’s Human Rights,” CHR-6 director Atty. Jonnie Dabuco emphasized that the right to
a healthy and peaceful environment is a fundamental human right — one that is
increasingly threatened by the worsening climate crisis.

“Sometimes we forget that environmental rights are third-generation human rights,”
Dabuco said. “The impact on people’s lives is so massive that protecting the environment
must be seen as a shared and urgent responsibility.”

Dabuco pointed out that while everyone suffers from the effects of climate change, it is
the poor and marginalized who bear the brunt of typhoons, flooding, and rising
temperatures.

He cited the aftermath of 2013’s Super Typhoon Yolanda as an example, when families
in makeshift homes were devastated, while more affluent individuals recovered quickly.

“The impact is always more severe on those without resources,” he said.

The CHR cited the commission’s 2022 inquiry on climate change, which framed the crisis
through a human rights lens. The study found that the failure to address fossil fuel
emissions and environmental degradation violates core rights — including the rights to
health, clean air, livelihood, and life itself.

The agency reiterated calls for the Philippine government to be legally compelled to take
urgent and concrete steps toward reducing carbon emissions and addressing the root
causes of climate disruption. This includes a phased transition away from fossil fuels and
the enforcement of climate justice measures.

CHR also urged the public to play a more proactive role in environmental protection,
noting that grassroots participation is vital in curbing climate-related threats.
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The warning comes after Climate Central, a US-based research group, revealed that the
Philippines experienced an extended period of extreme heat from December 2024 to
February 2025, with Western Visayas recording some of the highest heat indices in the
country.

As the frequency and severity of climate-related calamities increase, CHR-6 reiterated

that climate change is a generational challenge — one that demands a collective, rights-
based response to safeguard both current and future generations.
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PBBM rallies support for climate-resilient agriculture

President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. on Monday reiterated his administration’s commitment
to boosting agricultural resilience amid worsening climate change, emphasizing the need
for swift and lasting solutions to irrigation issues and greater preparedness for both
droughts and heavy rains.

During the ceremonial turnover of the third tranche of the National Irrigation
Administration (NIA) re-fleeting program in Taguig City, President Marcos said the
initiatives are more than just a logistical upgrade.

The President said the third tranche of the NIA operations and maintenance equipment
and vehicles re-fleeting is a vital lifeline for Filipino farmers confronting the harsh realities
of today’s climate crisis.

“Napakahalaga ng re-fleeting program ng NIA lalo na po sa panahon ngayon. Mabigat
ang pagsubok na kinakaharap ng ating mga magsasaka dahil nga sa dinudulot ng climate
change,” President Marcos told key NIA officials and personnel.

The President said the government must stay one step ahead of unpredictable weather
patterns that threaten the country’s food supply.

With climate-driven droughts and floods damaging crops nationwide, President Marcos
said irrigation systems must be prepared and responsive at all times.

“Kaya ating tinututukan ang kahandaan sa anumang hamon ng kalikasan—tagtuyot man
o tag-ulan. Kung may kailangang ayusin sa irigasyon, dapat may agarang aksyon at
matibay na solusyon,” the President said.

Calling for accountability and stewardship, President Marcos urged NIA employees to
take full responsibility for the new resources entrusted to them.

“Kaya po ang hiling ko sa lahat ng kawani ng NIA: ingatan, alagaan, at gamitin ninyo ang
mga sasakyan at pasilidad nang wasto,” President Marcos said.

The refleeting program marks a significant boost to NIA’s operational capabilities, with

modernized equipment and vehicles ensuring faster response times and improved
maintenance of irrigation facilities nationwide.

22


https://pia.gov.ph/pbbm-rallies-support-for-climate-resilient-agriculture/

This latest re-fleeting tranche is aligned with the broader goal of President Marcos in
achieving long-term agricultural productivity and food security through innovation,
infrastructure, and institutional support.
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MANILA STANDARD

PH, France back call to preserve oceans as part of climate action

The Philippines last week joined local and foreign partners in reaffirming the call to protect
the world’s oceans that are essential to all life, by sustaining biodiversity, regulating the
climate and generating oxygen.

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) reiterated the call as more than 1,000
handcrafted solar lanterns illuminated Fort Santiago during the inauguration of the “Blue
Lanterns” climate art installation on May 27, 2025.

Crafted by families, local cooperatives, volunteers, partners and youth, the lanterns were
unveiled ahead of the 3rd UN Oceans Conference (UNOCS3) in Nice, France.

The project reflects the shared commitment of France and the Philippines to advance
ocean protection and climate action in the lead-up to the UNOC3, which will be co-chaired
with Costa Rica and held in Nice this month.

“The Climate Change Commission stands solidly with the Philippines’ call to protect the
world’s oceans. This installation here in Fort Santiago sends a clear message and
challenge for all of us to preserve, protect and promote the lifeblood that is our oceans
and to fortify our blue and green frontlines and frontiers,” says CCC executive director
Robert E.A. Borje.

The initiative, led by the Embassy of France to the Philippines and Micronesia in
partnership with the Department of Foreign Affairs, the Office of Senator Loren Legarda,
the Intramuros Administration and Liter of Light, symbolizes a collective commitment to
marine protection, climate resilience, and community-led innovation.

The event also marked the culmination of the #100DaysMobilizationOcean campaign,
which spotlighted grassroots innovation using renewable energy and circular economy
practices. It forms part of the broader “Blue Nations: France and the Philippines, Partners
for the Ocean” initiative launched in 2024.

The lighting ceremony followed the “OCEAN TALK: The 2015 Manila Call to Action” forum
co-organized by the DFA, CCC, and partner organizations. The dialogue stressed the
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urgency of sustainable ocean management, climate resilience and community action in
safeguarding marine ecosystems.

The climate art installation at Fort Santiago symbolized the Philippines’ steadfast
commitment under the administration of President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. to ocean
conservation and climate action. It also served as an inspiring send-off for the Philippine
delegation to the UNOC3 conference in Nice, France this June.

Oceans also have massive untapped economic potential that is capable of delivering food
security, creating jobs and driving global trade.

“The amount of exports of ocean goods and services reached $2.2 trillion in 2023, so it's
growing very fast,” said David Vivas, United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development (UNCTAD) Chief for Trade, Environment and the Sustainable Development
Branch, on the sidelines of the recent 5th UN Ocean Forum in Geneva.

According to the UN agency, the world’s ocean economies have grown 250 percent since
1995, far outpacing the global economy, which grew by 190 percent over the same period.

Behind this growth is growing South-South trade, where fresh fish exports have increased
by 43 percent; processed fish exports have risen by a staggering 89 percent from 2021
to 2023.

Today, 600 million people are sustained by and therefore dependent on the fishing
industry alone, most of them in developing countries.

According to UNCTAD, two thirds of species living in the ocean have yet to be identified,
offering the potential for the discovery of new antibiotics, low-carbon foods and other bio-
based materials, such as plastic substitutes, which provide a $10.8-billion market
opportunity alone.
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CCC: ADB $400-M loan crucial step to PH NAP implementation

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) welcomed the Asian Development Bank’s
(ADB) forthcoming approval of a USD400-million loan to strengthen marine ecosystems
and advance the Philippines’ blue economy under its National Adaptation Plan (NAP).

The loan, announced by ADB President Masato Kanda at the 16th Brunei Darussalam-
Indonesia-Malaysia-Philippines East Asean Growth Area (BIMP-EAGA) Summit, is set
for approval this year and marks a pivotal step in scaling up climate adaptation efforts.

The CCC underscored the importance of the loan as a key enabler of marine protection
and the sustainable management of the country’s coastal resources.

Healthy marine ecosystems, most of which serve as vital carbon sinks, also provide
livelihood opportunities for millions of Filipinos and act as buffers against climate-induced
disasters, it added.

CCC Executive Director Robert E.A. Borje described the financial assistance as a crucial
step toward the implementation of the NAP.

“This step may be perceived negatively because it is a finance facility, but viewed
strategically, it is an investment that will strengthen our capacity to prepare for and
respond to climate-related disasters. In the long term, it can significantly reduce losses
and the need for emergency funding,” Borje said in a news release on Tuesday.

“The funding presents a great opportunity to bolster our oceans and ecosystems, which
are among our most important natural defenses against the climate crisis.”

The funding is being made available to assist the country in the implementation of its
NAP.

The NAP serves as the Philippines’ primary policy tool for building long-term climate
resilience, guiding the country’s adaptation strategies that focus on vulnerable

communities and ecosystems.

Developed under the leadership of President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr., NAP reflects his
vision of a climate-resilient and climate-smart Philippines.
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The NAP also prioritizes resource allocation, ensures policy coherence, mobilizes
financing, and promotes inclusive stakeholder participation.

One of its key priorities is the rehabilitation and restoration of coastal and marine
ecosystems, including the safeguarding of vital coastal habitats such as mangroves, coral
reefs, seagrass beds, and other ecosystems with strong adaptive potential.

Based on the NAP assessment, ecosystems provide critical protection against climate
hazards and contribute billions of pesos annually through ecosystem services. Fisheries,
which form part of these ecosystems, are a major source of livelihood and contribute to
75 percent of the food consumed in the country, which is sourced locally.

However, it was also indicated that these natural systems are increasingly at risk due to
human-induced activities and climate-related impacts, underscoring the urgency of
conserving and protecting the country’s oceans to secure food sources, community
resilience, and sustainable development.

This underscores the strategies outlined in the NAP to build resilience across key sectors,
including the blue economy, by aligning national and local priorities with climate risk
assessments and science-based planning, according to CCC.

It includes specific strategies to support marine ecosystems and coastal communities,
including strengthening infrastructure resilience, safeguarding livelihoods through social
protection and regulatory measures, and scaling up nature-based solutions such as
mangrove restoration and coral reef rehabilitation.

The CCC remains hopeful for the loan’s approval and reaffirms its commitment to
mobilizing resources to protect the country's future against the intensifying impacts of

climate change.

=END=
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